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A	  Compendum	  of	  Synod	  Addresses	  	  
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By	  

	  Rt.	  Rev’d.	  Ephraim	  Okechukwu	  Ikeakor	  

Bishop,	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Compiled	  and	  edited	  by	  

	  Ven.	  Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka	  
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2009	  BISHOP'S	  CHARGE	  PRESENTED	  TO	  THE	  FIRST	  SESSION	  OF	  
THE	  FIRST	  SYNOD	  

	  
DELIVERED	  BY	  HIS	  LORDSHIP	  

THE	  RT.	  REVD.	  EPHRAIM	  O.	  IKEAKOR	  (JP)	  
BISHOP,	  DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI	  

	  

HELD	  AT	  
ST.	  STEPHEN'S	  ANGLICAN	  CHURCH,	  
OSUMENYI,	  NNEWI-‐SOUTH	  L.G.A.,	  

ANAMBRA	  STATE.	  

ON	  FRIDAY,	  12TH	  JUNE,	  2009	  
AT	  10.00AM	  

	  

SYNODTHEME:	  
“CHOOSE	  YOU	  THIS	  DAY	  WHOM	  YOU	  WILL	  SERVE”	  (JOSHUA	  24:15)	  
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Your	  Excellency,	  the	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi,	  
Your	  Excellency,	  the	  former	  Gov	  ernor	  of	  Ebonyi	  State,	  and	  Honorable	  Minister	  
for	  Education	  &	  Wife;	  Dr.	  Sam	  and	  Mrs	  Eunice	  Ukamaka	  Egwu	  JP;	  
Your	  Excellency,	  the	  Deputy	  Governor	  of	  Ebonyi,	  State,	  Elder	  Prof.	  Chigozie	  Ogbu,	  
and	  wife;	  
Your	  Graces	  and	  my	  Lords,	  
The	  Honourable	  Chancellor,	  and	  other	  legal	  luminaries,	  
The	  President	  of	  the	  Mother's	  Union,	  Women's	  Guild	  and	  Girls'	  Guild,	  Mrs	  Nkem	  
Ikeakor;	  
Your	  Royal	  Highnesses;	  
Archdeacons,	  Canons,	  and	  other	  Clergymen;	  	  	  
Gallant	  Knights	  and	  Ladies;	  
Distinguished	  Synod	  Delegates;	  
Members	  of	  the	  Press;	  
Ladies	  and	  Gentlemen,	  

Dearly	  Cherished	  People	  of	  God,	  

It	  is	  with	  a	  gladsome	  heart	  that	  I	  warmly	  welcome	  all	  of	  you	  to	  this	  first	  session	  of	  
the	  First	  Synod	  of	  the	  Young	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  holding	  at	  St.	  Stephen's	  Anglican	  
Church,	  Osumenyi	  in	  Nnewi-‐South	  LGA	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  Our	  gathering	  here	  this	  
weekend	  as	  members	  of	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	   is	   a	   great	   and	  marvelous	  miracle	  of	  
God.	  No	   one	   thought	   by	   this	   time	   last	   year	   that	  what	  we	   are	  witnessing	   today	  
could	  be	  possible	  at	  least	  in	  less	  than	  one	  year.	  This	  is	  truly	  the	  Lord's	  doing	  and	  
definitely	  it	  is	  not	  only	  marvelous	  but	  awesome	  in	  our	  sight.	  

I	  must	  not	   fail	   to	  use	   this	  ample	  opportunity	   to	   thank	   immensely	  all	   the	  people	  
that	  contributed	  in	  one	  form	  of	  the	  other	  in	  making	  this	  vision	  a	  reality.	  The	  good	  
Lord	   in	  whose	   vineyard	   you	  have	   laboured	   and	   are	   still	   labouring	  will	   definitely	  
and	  graciously	   reward	  ad	  replenish	  you	   fully	   in	   the	  name	  of	   Jesus	  Christ,	  Amen.	  
The	  word	  of	  God	  asserts	  that	  God	  is	  a	  rewarder	  of	  them	  that	  diligently	  seek	  Him.	  	  
The	  apostle	  Paul	  clearly	  states	  in	  the	  scripture	  that	  your	  labour	  is	  not	  in	  vain	  in	  the	  
Lord.	  

The	  election	  of	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Amichi	  Diocese	  took	  place	  on	  12th	  November,	  2008.	  	  
He	   was	   consecrated	   with	   other	   twelve	   Bishops	   on	   the	   11th	   of	   January,	   2009,	  
while	   the	   inauguration	   of	   the	   Diocese	   took	   place	   on	   the	   13th	   of	   January,	   2009	  
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alongside	  the	  enthronement	  of	  the	  Pioneer	  Bishop	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  
Andrew,	  Amichi.	  

	  

VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD	  

	  
Geographically,	   Osumenyi	   is	   the	   largest	   town	   in	   what	   is	   popularly	   known	   as	  
Mbanese	   clan.	   The	   clan	   is	  made	  up	  of	   five	   towns	  namely	   –	  Osumenyi;	   Ezinifite,	  
Utu,	  Ebenator	  and	  Akwaihedi.	  	  Osumenyi	   is	   in	  the	  centre	  of	  the	  clan.	  She	  shares	  
boundary	  lines	  with	  each	  of	  the	  other	  four	  towns.	  

Three	  other	   towns	  which	  share	  boundaries	  with	  her	  are	   in	  Ugwuochi	  clan.	  They	  
are	   Amichi	   on	   the	   northern	   part,	   Ekwulumili	   and	   Unubi	   on	   the	   eastern	   side.	  
According	   to	   history,	   Osumenyi	   and	   Amichi	   have	   blood	   relationship.	   Mbanese	  
clan	  is	  part	  of	  Mbanesi	  clan.	  Osumenyi	  is	  accessible	  from	  ‘all'	  corners.	  	  It	  is	  some	  
thirty-‐five	  kilometers	  from	  Onisha	  through	  Nnewi,	  less	  than	  thirty-‐two	  kilometers	  
to	   Awka	   through	   Igboukwu;	   about	   eight	   kilometers	   to	   Uga	   in	   Aguata	   Local	  
Government	  Area.	  

The	   town	   is	   relatively	   rich	   in	   agricultural	   products.	   Before	   the	   advent	   of	  
Christianity,	  eating	  of	  cassava	  was	  an	  abomination	  in	  the	  town.	  Today	  Osumenyi	  
is	  still	   famous	  for	  some	  cash	  crops	  notably	  cola-‐nuts,	  coconuts,	  bitter	  kola,	   local	  
pear,	  pamnuts	  and	  mats.	  

	  

THE	  ADVENT	  OF	  CHRISTIANITY:	  

	  
Before	  the	  advent	  of	  Christianity	  to	  Osumenyi,	   there	  were	  many	  social	  activities	  
which	   the	  people	  enjoyed	  but	   they	  were	  all	   connected	  with	   the	  worship	  of	   the	  
gods	  of	  the	  town	  –	  eke,	  uduagu,	  ulasi,	  nkpukpa,	  ogwugwu	  etc.	  On	  such	  occasions,	  
the	   paths	   leading	   to	   the	   idols’	   premises,	   which	   were	   usually	   surrounded	   with	  
forests,	   were	   cleaned.	   Various	   domestic	   animals,	   notable	   fowls,	   goats	   and	  
sometimes	  cows	  were	  sacrificed.	  And	  people	  assembled	  at	  the	  shrine	  to	  eat,	  drink	  
and	  dance	  in	  honour	  of	  the	  gods.	  Some	  of	  these	  feasts	  lasted	  up	  to	  a	  week.	  There	  
were	  other	  feasts	  which	  were	  cultural	  in	  nature	  but	  were	  still	  connected	  with	  the	  
gods.	   These	   included	   the	   new	   yam	   festival,	   title-‐taking	   ceremonies,	   “afia	   olu”	  
feast	  otherwise	  called	  “ito	  ji”,	  outing	  ceremonies	  of	  new	  born	  children	  and	  ‘asara'	  
feast	  celebrated	  once	  in	  every	  twenty	  years.	  
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Another	  big	   evil	  was	   that	  directed	  against	  mothers	  of	   twins	   and	   their	   babies.	   It	  
was	  a	   terrible	  abomination	   for	  a	  woman	   to	  give	  birth	   to	  more	   than	  a	   child	   in	  a	  
pregnancy.	   As	   we	   have	   tried	   to	   show	   above,	   the	   period	   before	   the	   light	   of	  
Christianity	  came	  to	  Osumenyi	  was	  one	  of	  complete	  darkness	  which	  was	  visible	  in	  
every	   aspect	   of	   the	   lives	   of	   the	   people.	   It	   was	   a	   time	   of	   mass	   belief	   in,	   and	  
worship	   of	   idols,	   images,	   nature	   objects	   such	   as	   hills,	   rivers,	   streams,	  markets,	  
forests,	   trees;	   a	   time	   of	   belief	   in	   the	   absolute	   sacredness	   of	   the	   python	   and	   a	  
number	  of	  other	  animals.	  It	  was	  also	  a	  period	  of	  mass	  belief	  in	  the	  power	  of	  black	  
magic,	   juju	   and	   witchcraft,	   and	   these	   were	   freely	   applied	   in	   many	   social	  
engagements	  such	  as	  in	  wresting	  and	  masquerading.	  

The	   first	   attempt	   to	   bring	   Christianity	   to	   Osumenyi	   was	  made	   in	   1890	   when	   a	  
group	  of	  missionaries	  led	  by	  Mr.	  Isaac	  Enekebe	  of	  Obosi	  visited	  the	  town	  for	  the	  
sole	  purpose	  of	  “planting	  the	  Gospel”.	  	  This	  first	  missionary	  expedition	  failed	  due	  
to	  lack	  of	  interest	  of	  the	  people	  of	  the	  town	  at	  that	  time.	  

Two	  years	  later	  in	  1912,	  Mr.	  Gideon	  Chidi	  Ugha	  of	  Ogbunike	  led	  in	  another	  group	  
of	   missionaries.	   He	   preached	   to	   three	   hundred	   people.	   A	   prominent	   ozo	   tilted	  
man	   in	   Osumenyi	   called	   Ezike	  Mkparu	   offered	   one	   of	   his	   youngest	   sons	   called	  
Obidike	  Mkparu	  to	  the	  missionaries	  to	  join	  them.	  	  Obidike	  was	  later	  baptized	  and	  
christened	  Micah.	   The	   preacher	   (Gideon),	   who	  was	   also	   a	   teacher	   stationed	   at	  
Umuhu	  in	  Ukpor	  town,	  some	  eight	  kilometers	  away,	  took	  Micah	  as	  a	  house	  boy.	  
The	   seed	   soon	   multiplied.	   The	   first	   convert,	   Micah,	   with	   enthusiasm,	   learnt	  
‘wonders'	   –	   reading,	   writing,	   keeping	   records,	   of	   events	   and	   accounts.	   He	  
returned	  in	  1913	  and	  between	  that	  and	  the	  following	  year	  1914,	  other	  youths	  of	  
the	   town,	   who	   he	   had	   surprised	   with	   what	   he	   learnt,	   became	   immediately	  
attracted	  and	  were	  converted.	  And	  before	   the	  end	  of	  1915	  many	  young	  people	  
had	  become	  Christians.	  They	  were	  many	  and	  included:-‐	  Moses	  Umeohizu	  Mkparu,	  
David	   Ezikeanaekwe	  Mkparu,	   John	   Iwuora	  Umeike,	   Edward	  Umeodinibe	  Nnoli	   (	  
who	   forsook	   the	   ozo	   title	   ceremony	   he	   was	   undergoing);	   Aguwue	   Nwosu,	  
Uduchukwu	  Agazie;	  Timothy	  Obidiek	  (who	  was	  also	  undergoing	  ozo	  tilte	  taking);	  
Sherack	  Okoli	  Odukwe,	   Simon	  Onwuka	  Egbeigwe,	  Daniel	  Ugbaja	   Egbeigwe,	   Paul	  
Umeakunehi	  Oguine,	   James	   Iwekanna	   Ibekwe	  Aguocha,	   Jacob	  Chukwura	  Okeke,	  
Julius	   Odimako	   Oguine,	   Jonathan	   Udebuana	   Maduaguwuo,	   Onuabumuo	  
Ndeogurumee,	   Elijah	   Ereodi	   Omaram,	   Josiah	   Nwobi	   Udeogu,	   Aaron	   Obijadi	  
Ibeabuchi,	   Ohizu	   Udeogu,	   Charles	   Onyebuchukwu	   Umejesi,	   Gabriel	   Okafor	  
Oguazu,	  Andrew	  Ahizechi	  Ekemezie,	  Michael	  Nwokafor	  Onwusie,	  Ezikeudeonicha	  
Umeeweraku,	   Ezikeakaniru	   Oha	   –	   amasi,	   Jonah	   Nnaeto	   Nanago,	   Nehemiah	  
Nomlelee	   Alajuruonye,	   Ezike	   Amarakwe,	   Michael	   Eleofor	   Unigwe,	   Stephen	  
Imocha	   Ibeafu,	   Peter	   Okafor	   Ejeagwu,	   Matthew	   Nwosuafor	   Udegou,	   Simeon	  
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Umeagugoesi	   Onyereri,	   Samuel	   Nwosuocha	   Okutalukwe,	   George	   Okoli	   Ojinulo,	  
Job	   Umeochutereboi	   Ojinulo,	   Elijah	   Okoli	   Onwuekwue,	   Isaiah	   Ezikeiheanyiobi	  
Oguine,	   Isreal	   Nwosueriri	   Nwegbe,	   Matthias	   Ohaezue	   Madujibei,	   Jeremiah	  
Ubaezuonu	   Agazie,	   Philip	   Obiakwana	   Igboanu,	   Isaac	   Onwuanasi	   Obi	   Nwaka,	  
Eleazar	   Ihezuruoha	   Emsiofo,	   Hezekiah	   Nwokemodo	   Okonkwo,	   Thomas	  
Chukwudolue	   Ogamba,	   Joseph	   Ndedigwe	   Okafor,	   Ejike,	   Joshua	   Onyeanusi	  
Madujibeya,	  Michael	  Ibeh	  and	  Mmogonkwo	  Obidike	  (Dora).	  

The	  new	  converts	  were	  not	  men	  only.	  The	  first	  batch	  of	  women	  in	  the	  town	  to	  be	  
converted	   included:	   Janet	   Abuego	   Odukwe,	   Helen	   Onyegwaforom	   Ojiulo,	  
Ajukwaku	  Agazie,	  Mgbafor	  Umenwa,	  Monica	  Onuwan	  Oguine	  and	  Apiti-‐aku	  Ejike.	  

Some	   of	   the	   people	   were	   taught	   alphabets	   and	   how	   to	   read	   Azundu	   book.	   By	  
1916,	   they	  had	   formed	   the	   foundation	  members	  of	   the	   church.	   They	   started	   to	  
attend	  church	  services	  at	  St.	  Andrew's	  Church,	  Amichi	  under	  late	  Mr.	  Theophilus	  
Okoloama	  of	  Ozobulu,	  a	   journey	  of	  about	  six	  kilometers	  away.	  Later	   in	  the	  year,	  
they	  applied	  for	  a	  church	  to	  be	  stationed	  at	  Osumenyi	  and	  they	  were	  obliged.	  The	  
Christians	  in	  Amichi	  encouraged	  by	  the	  favourabe	  reply	  of	  the	  church	  authorities	  
helped	  the	  converts	  from	  Osumenyi	  to	  explore	  the	  possibility	  of	  securing	  a	  site	  at	  
any	  corner	  in	  Osumenyi	  for	  erecting	  church	  buildings.	  

When	  the	  team	  of	  missionaries	  came	  to	  the	  chief	  of	  the	  town,	  he	  showed	  them	  
the	   ‘bad	   bush'	   at	   Oma-‐igwe,	   feeling	   that	   they	   would	   reject	   it.	  With	   faith,	   they	  
accepted	   and	   cleared	   the	   place.	   They	   erected	   their	   church	   building	   thereafter,	  
which	  was	  named	  St.	  Stephen's	  church,	  Osumenyi.	  Their	  first	  church-‐teacher	  was	  
Mr.	  Reuben	  Maduekwe	  from	  Oraifite.	  

1918	  INFLUENZA	  
An	  unfortunate	  influenza	  of	  1918	  affected	  the	  church	  at	  Osumeanyi	  very	  badly.	  A	  
lot	  of	  people	  died	  of	  this	  dreadful	  disease	  in	  many	  towns,	  but	  the	  chief	  of	  
Osumenyi	  and	  other	  unbelievers	  alleged	  that	  it	  was	  caused	  by	  the	  Christians	  who	  
introduced	  the	  eating	  of	  cassava	  in	  the	  town.	  They	  opined	  that	  the	  introduction	  
and	  eating	  of	  cassava	  has	  provoked	  the	  anger	  of	  their	  gods	  Uduagu	  and	  Eke.	  So	  
the	  idols	  had	  smitten	  their	  people	  with	  the	  influenza.	  

In	  other	  to	  abolish	  with	  the	  church	  and	  cassava,	  they	  set	  the	  church	  ablaze	  during	  
the	  night	  and	  uprooted	  all	  the	  cassava	  planted	  by	  the	  Christians.	  The	  courageous	  
foundation	  Christians	  took	  the	  chief	  and	  the	  people	  to	  court	  at	  Onitsha.	  The	  chief	  
was	   found	   guilty	   and	   fined	   six	   pounds	   but	   the	   church	   pleaded	   for	   the	   chief's	  
pardon.	   The	   church	  was	   then	   authorized	   to	   carry	   out	   their	   legitimate	   functions	  
and	   planting	   of	   cassava	   without	   any	   further	   molestation.	   These	   foundation	  
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Christians	  were	  baptised	   in	  1920	  at	   St.	   Stephen's	  Church,	  Osumenyi.	  Mr.	  Micah	  
Mkparu	  and	  his	  wife	  Jeminah	  were	  the	  first	  couple	  to	  wed	  in	  the	  church.	  

In	   1924,	   the	   burnt	   church	   was	   rebuilt	   under	   the	   church-‐teacher	   Mr.	   Edward	  
Nwasike,	  Mr	  Micah	  Mkparu	  donated	  the	  first	  lectern	  for	  the	  church.	  In	  1925,	  Mr	  
John	  Umeike	  single-‐handedly	  killed	  a	  leopard	  that	  was	  menacing	  the	  whole	  town	  
at	   that	   time.	   The	   first	   school	   for	   both	  Amichi	   and	  Osumenyi	  was	   established	   at	  
Aguinyi	  in	  Osumenyi	  because	  it	  was	  at	  the	  centre	  of	  the	  two	  towns.	  The	  church	  at	  
Osumenyi	  continued	  to	  grow	  very	  well.	  

In	  1964,	  Osumenyi	  Parish	  was	  raised	  to	  District	  status	  under	  Revd.	  Joel	  Chidebelu.	  
Archbishop	   C.J.	   Patterson	   assisted	   by	   Rt.	   Revd.	   L.M.	   Uzodike	   inaugurated	   the	  
District	  on	  13th	  March,	  1965.	   In	  1972,	  a	  motion	  was	  moved	  by	  Mr	  now	  Late	  Sir	  
A.I.	  Oguine	  that	  a	  new	  modern	  church	  be	  built	  to	  replace	  the	  old	  but	  small	  stone	  
church.	  The	  motion	  was	  debated	  and	  later	  adopted.	  The	  first	  fund	  raising	  for	  the	  
new	  church	  building	  was	  done	  in	  1974,	  and	  the	  total	  sum	  of	  seventeen	  thousand	  	  
(N17,000)	  naira	  only	  	  was	  realized	  which	  was	  a	  very	  huge	  amount	  of	  money	  then.	  
The	   big	   names	   among	   the	   donors	   in	   the	   launching	   included-‐	  
Mr.	   Abraham	   Oguine	   –	   N2,000.0	  
Mr.	   Godson	   Oguine	   –	   N1,000.00	  
Mr.	   Michael	   Agazie	   –	   N1,000.00	  
Mr.	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Nathan	  	   	   	   Oguine	  	   	   –	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  N1,000.00	  

Subsequent	   launchings	   were	   organized	   and	   more	   and	   more	   people	   donated	  
sacrificially	   and	   this	   modern	   church	   building	   hosting	   this	   Synod	   was	   built	   and	  
dedicated	  on	  4th	  April,	   1983	  by	   the	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Dr.	   J.A.	  Onyemelukwe	   (now	  most	  
Reverend),	   the	   retired	  Archbishop	  of	  Province	   II,	  Dean	  of	   the	   church	  of	  Nigeria,	  
and	  Bishop	  on	  the	  Niger.	  

In	  1986,	  they	  started	  building	  the	  Synod	  hall	  when	  they	  were	  informed	  that	  they	  
would	  host	  the	  Niger	  Diocesan	  Synod	  in	  June,	  1988.	  They	  were	  able	  to	  deck	  the	  
hall	  and	  actually	  hosted	  the	  first	  Synod	  in	  it.	  The	  Synod	  hall	  had	  not	  only	  hosted	  
on	  the	  Niger	  Diocesan	  Synod	  but	  also	  Nnewi	  Diocesan	  Synod	  in	  2001.	  Today	  the	  
Synod	  Hall	  is	  hosting	  the	  first	  session	  of	  the	  first	  Synod	  of	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi.	  
This	  is	  really	  historical.	  

The	   women	   must	   be	   mentioned	   here	   as	   a	   force	   to	   reckon	   with	   in	   the	  
development	  of	  the	  Parish.	  Apart	  from	  their	  individual	  contributions	  towards	  the	  
building	   of	   the	   church	   they	   established	   a	   viable	   Nursery	   school	   named	   Christ	  
Nursery	   School,	   Osumenyi.	   They	   also	   equipped	   the	   Boy's	   and	   Girl's	   Brigade	   by	  
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donating	   a	   complete	  Marching	  Brass	  Band	   set	   to	   them	   in	   1989.	   The	  AYF	   at	   the	  
same	  time	  launched	  their	  new	  Gospel	  Band.	  

In	   1996,	  when	   the	  new	  Diocese	  of	  Nnewi	  was	   created	   St.	   Stephen's	   Parish	  was	  
one	  of	   the	  Parishes	   that	  was	  elevated	   to	  Archdeacomy	  status.	  Ven.	  O.A.	  Oguchi	  
was	  the	  first	  Archdeacon.	  Ven.	   I.N.	  Ekeyi	  was	  the	  second	  Archdeacon.	  Ven.	  J.O.k	  
Obi	   was	   the	   third	   while	   Ven.	   E.C.	   Ezumezu	   was	   the	   fourth	   Archdeacon.	  	   The	  
present	  Archdeacon,	  Ven.	  E.C.	  Nnoli	   is	  the	  fifth	  Archdeacon	  on	  the	  line.	  In	  1997,	  
late	  Sir	  L.O.	  Agazie	  donated	  a	  water	  borehole	  to	  St.	  Stephen's	  church,	  Osumenyi.	  
Three	   other	   churches	   were	   planted	   in	   the	   Parish	   that	   year	   namely	   –St.	   Peter's	  
Church	  Akabu	  which	  was	  built	  and	  dedicated	  under	  three	  months	  in1999	  with	  the	  
help	  of	   late	  Sir.	   L.O.	  Agazie,	  All	   Saints	  Church	  Obiofia,	  and	  Christ	  Church	  Odikpi.	  
These	   churches	   have	   clergymen	   posted	   to	   them,	   while	   St.	   Peter's	   Akabu	   has	  
become	  a	  Parish.	  It	  is	  worthy	  of	  note	  and	  mention	  that	  a	  multi-‐million	  naira	  ultra	  
modern	  parsonage	  was	  single-‐handedly	  built	  and	  donated	  to	  St.	  Stephen's	  Church	  
Osumenyi	  by	  High	  Chief	  Sir	  S.	  Ukachukwu	  in	  2007.	  	  This	  Synod	  is	  being	  hosted	  by	  
St.	  Stephen's	  Parish	  which	  comprises	  of	  St.	  Stephen's	  Church,	  Osumenyi,	  All	  Saints	  
Church,	  Obiofia,	  and	  Christ	  Church	  Odikpi.	  We	  congratulate	  them	  for	  the	  good	  job	  
being	  done.	  

We	  whole-‐heartedly	  congratulate	  St.	  Stephen's	  Parish	  Osumenyi	  for	  accepting	  to	  
host	   this	   first	   session	   of	   the	   first	   Synod	   of	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi.	   May	   God	  
continue	  to	  bless	  you.	  

AMICHI	  DIOCESE	  –	  THE	  JOURNEY	  SO	  FAR.	  

	  
Our	  new	  Diocese	  was	  inaugurated	  on	  the	  13th	  of	  January,	  2009	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  
Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  by	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd	  Peter	  Jasper	  Akinola;	  
The	  Primate,	  and	  Metropolitan	  of	  Church	  of	  Nigeria,	  Anglican	  Communion,	  in	  the	  
presence	  of	  thirty	  six	  other	  Bishops.	  Also	  the	  Pioneer	  Bishop	  in	  the	  person	  of	  the	  
Rt.	   Revd	   Ephraim	  Okechukwu	   Ikeakor	   JP	  was	   enthroned.	   It	   was	   a	   very	   glorious	  
and	   colourful	   occasion	   which	   saw	   the	   joyous	   convergence	   of	   people	   from	   all	  
walks	  of	  life.	  At	  this	  point,	  we	  want	  to	  heartily	  congratulate	  and	  appreciate	  all	  the	  
good	  and	  great	  people	  of	   this	  Diocese	   for	   their	  doggedness,	  determination,	  and	  
vision	  in	  pursing	  to	  a	  logical	  and	  fruitful	  conclusion	  the	  creation	  and	  inauguration	  
of	  this	  Young	  but	  great	  Diocese.	  It	  was	  not	  an	  easy	  journey	  at	  all	  because	  I	  know	  
that	  it	  took	  you	  people	  a	  lot	  of	  sleepless	  nights	  and	  material	  fortunes	  to	  make	  this	  
a	   reality.	   In	   whatever	   capacity	   each	   and	   everyone	   of	   you	   has	   contributed	   in	  
realizing	   this	   laudable	  dream,	   the	  Good	   Lord	  whom	  you	  have	   laboured	   and	   are	  
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still	   labouring	  in	  his	  vineyard	  will	  graciously	  and	  abundantly	  rewad	  and	  replenish	  
you	  in	  the	  mighty	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ,	  Amen.	  

We	  also	  want	  to	  appreciate	  our	  father	  in	  the	  Lord,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Dr.	  G.I.N.	  Okpala	  
JP	  for	  his	  large	  heartedness	  in	  making	  sure	  that	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  was	  created	  
out	   of	   Nnewi	   Diocese	   for	   very	   effective	   Evangelisation	   and	   more	   grassroot	  
missionary	  endeavour.	  

OUR	  MOTTO:	  	  After	   a	   very	  prayerful	  waiting	  on	  God,	   the	  motto	  of	   this	  Diocese	  
was	  given	  to	  us	  as	  –JESUS	  CHRIST	  -‐OUR	  SURE	  ANCHOR.	  God	  had	  assured	  us	  that	  if	  
this	  Diocese	  will	   be	   built	   and	   anchored	  on	   the	   Lord	   and	   Saviour	   of	   the	  Church-‐	  
JESUS	   CHRIST,	   He	   will	   take	   us	   to	   a	   height	   where	   others	   will	   say	   “let	   us	   go	   to	  
Amichi	  Diocese	  and	   inquire	  of	   the	   Lord	  and	  His	  ways.	   Through	  very	   careful	   and	  
solemn	  meditation,	  we	  were	  meant	  to	  understand	  that	   the	  only	  way	  we	  can	  do	  
this	  and	  achieved	  it	  is	  by	  exalting	  the	  word	  of	  God	  –	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  far	  above	  every	  
human-‐being	   and	   traditions	   of	   men.	   Therefore,	   based	   on	   the	   foregoing	  
encounter,	   we	   wish	   to	   state	   clearly	   and	   categorically	   that	   THE	   FIRST	  
CONSTITUTION	  OF	  THIS	  DIOCESE	   IS	   THE	  BIBLE.	  By	   implication,	  we	  are	  making	   it	  
clear	   to	   this	   first	   session	   of	   the	   first	   Synod	   of	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   (Anglican	  
Communion)	   that	   any	   tradition,	   way	   of	   doing	   things,	   and	   doctrine	   that	   don't	  
agree	  with	   the	  Word	  of	  God	  must	  not	  be	   accepted	   in	   this	  Diocese	  not	  minding	  
how	  long	  such	  a	  practice,	  dogma	  or	  tradition	  had	  been	  in	  existence	  and	  practice.	  
This	  is	  why	  we	  vehemently	  affirm	  that	  “All	  scripture	  is	  given	  by	  inspiration	  of	  God,	  
and	   is	   profitable	   for	   doctrine,	   for	   reproof,	   for	   correction	   for	   instruction	   in	  
righteousness,	  that	  the	  man	  of	  God	  (people	  of	  God)	  may	  be	  complete,	  thoroughly	  
equipped	  for	  every	  good	  work.	  (2Timothy	  3:16	  &	  17).	  ON	  THIS	  WE	  STAND!	  

OUR	  LOGO:	  This	  stands	  as	  a	  symbol	  for	  which	  the	  Diocese	  is	  known.	  It	  is	  made	  up	  
of	  a	  crest,	  crowned	  at	  the	  apex	  with	  a	  mitre.	  This	  crest	  is	  divided	  into	  four	  parts	  
with	  specific	  and	  very	  meaningful	  ecclesiastical	  and	  liturgical	  symbols	  thus:-‐	  
THE	  CROSS:	  	  This	  is	  the	  centre,	  focus	  and	  symbol	  of	  our	  Christian	  faith.	  	  On	  it	  and	  
through	  it	  our	  Saviour	  secured	  our	  salvation	  and	  redemption.	  
DOVE:	  	  This	  ordinarily	  symbolizes	  peace,	  and	  the	  appearing	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  The	  
dove	  is	  not	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  but	  just	  symbolic	  because	  of	  what	  happened	  at	  Jesus'	  
baptism	  (Matt.	  3:16)	  
THE	  BIBLE:	  	  This	  as	  I	  have	  said	  is	  the	  basis	  and	  pillar	  of	  this	  Diocese.	  It	  is	  either	  the	  
word	  of	  God	  or	  nothing	  else.	  
HOE,	  CUTLASS,	  AND	  PALM	  TREE:	  This	  signifies	  the	  agricultural	  inclination	  of	  the	  
dominant	  population	  of	  the	  Diocese.	  The	  vast	  majority	  of	  the	  populace	  is	  mainly	  
farmers,	  and	  they	  engage	  in	  subsistence	  farming.	  
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OUR	   VISION:	   According	   to	   the	   scripture,	   where	   there	   is	   no	   vision,	   the	   people	  
perish.	  Furthermore,	  any	  man,	  organization	  or	  nation	  without	  clear	  vision	  is	  like	  a	  
ship	   having	   no	   rudder	   which	   will	   definitely	   move	   aimlessly	   and	   without	   any	  
direction	  to	  a	  particular	  destination.	  	  In	  order	  to	  escape	  the	  enormous	  dangers	  of	  
operating	  or	  running	  a	  Diocese	  without	  a	  focus,	  we	  have	  by	  the	  special	  grace	  of	  
God	   prayerful	   articulated	  what	   we	   can	   refer	   to	   as	   the	   vision	   statement	   of	   this	  
Diocese	  which	   shall	   definitely	  be	  our	  operational	   and	  missionary	   guidelines	   and	  
focus.	   Before	  we	  put	   down	   this	   vision	   statement,	  may	   I	   at	   this	   juncture	   submit	  
that	  we	  must	  not	  do	  everything	  in	  one	  or	  two	  years.	  Again,	  the	  vision	  statement	  
will	   be	   coming	   in	   chunks	   so	   as	   to	   enable	   us	   to	   avoid	   biting	  more	   than	  we	   can	  
chew.	  They	  may	  not	  be	  as	  comprehensive	  as	  you	  think,	  but	  the	  truth	  still	  remains	  
that	  we	  must	  start	  somewhere.	  

Some	  of	  these	  visions	  include:	  	  

1.   To	  build	  a	  Diocese	  where	  God	  and	  the	  word	  of	  God	  (the	  Bible)	  take	  
preeminence	  and	  precedence	  over	  and	  above	  every	  other	  practice	  and	  
tradition.	  

2.   To	  build	  a	  Diocese	  where	  the	  Bishop	  and	  wife,	  clergymen	  and	  their	  wives,	  
and	  other	  church	  workers	  and	  leaders	  teach	  and	  lead	  our	  parishioners	  by	  
practical	  example	  of	  genuine	  Christian	  living.	  

3.   To	  have	  a	  Diocese	  where	  Christian	  Discipleship,	  Bible	  based	  Doctrines	  and	  
Dogmas	  as	  emphasized	  as	  against	  the	  utility	  Gospel	  and	  lotto	  Christianity	  
that	  is	  very	  prevalent	  now.	  

4.   To	  build	  a	  Diocese	  where	  the	  welfare	  of	  our	  members	  especially	  the	  
Youths,	  widows,	  orphans	  are	  given	  adequate	  attention	  and	  Youth	  ministry	  
highly	  developed	  to	  ensure	  youth	  participation	  in	  our	  church	  worship.	  

5.   To	  build	  a	  Diocese	  where	  some	  rich	  Anglican	  heritages	  and	  traditions	  which	  
have	  been	  lost	  because	  of	  unnecessary	  and	  unwarranted	  emulation	  of	  
other	  denominations	  will	  be	  recovered.	  

6.   To	  have	  a	  Diocese	  that	  preaches	  the	  wholistic	  Gospel	  of	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  
Christ	  through	  Education	  Agriculture	  and	  Healthcare.	  

7.   To	  build	  a	  Diocese	  where	  the	  zeal	  and	  commitment	  to	  Evangelism	  and	  soul-‐
winning	  is	  reawakened,	  and	  sustained	  in	  both	  the	  clergy	  and	  laity.	  

8.   To	  have	  a	  Diocese	  that	  will	  be	  self-‐sustaining	  financial	  through	  meaningful	  
and	  concrete	  investments.	  

MEETINGS,	  RETREATS	  AND	  APPOINTMENTS	  

	  
After	   the	   inauguration	  of	   the	  Diocese	  on	   the	  13th	  of	   January,	   2009,	   the	  bishop	  
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immediately	  started	  having	  series	  of	  meetings	  and	  retreats	  in	  order	  to	  set	  up	  the	  
necessary	  and	  required	  machineries	  for	  the	  effective	  running	  of	  the	  Diocese.	  On	  
the	  15th	  of	  the	  same	  January,	  2009,	  the	  first	  meeting	  with	  all	  the	  clergymen	  and	  
their	  wives	  was	  held	  at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  The	  Bishop	  
after	  the	  opening	  devotions	  asked	  the	  clergy	  and	  their	  wives	  to	  suggest	  the	  type	  
of	  Diocese	  and	  administrative	  pattern	  they	  would	  like	  us	  to	  have	  and	  operate.	  In	  
response,	   the	   clergy	   expressed	   their	   profound	   gratitude	  to	   the	   Bishop	   and	   his	  
wife	  for	  such	  an	  opportunity	  to	  be	  part	  and	  parcel	  of	  the	  running	  of	  the	  Diocese.	  
After	  protracted	   and	   open-‐hearted	   deliberation,	   we	   were	   able	   to	   outline	   the	  
following	  as	  the	  pattern	  and	  form	  our	  Diocese	  should	  take:-‐	  A	  Diocese	  where	  the	  
spirituality	  of	  the	  clergy	  and	  his	  wife	  should	  be	  a	  model	  for	  our	  church	  members.	  
A	   Diocese	   where	   the	   Bishop,	   Priests	   and	   their	   wives	   will	   not	   be	   dictators	   or	  
autocratic	  rulers	  but	  shepherds	  of	  the	  flock	  of	  Christ	  committed	  to	  their	  charge.	  
A	  Diocese	   in	  which	  mud-‐slinging,	  character	  assassination,	  hatred,	  or	   sycophancy	  
will	   not	   be	   tolerated	   at	   all.	   A	   Diocese	   where	   materialism,	   covetousness,	   and	  
worldliness	  will	  never	  be	  given	  a	  place	  or	  opportunity	  to	  thrive	  among	  the	  church	  
workers.	  A	  Diocese	  where	  the	  welfare	  of	  both	  the	  clergy	  and	  church	  members	  will	  
not	  be	  joked	  with	  or	  handled	  carelessly.	  

A	   similar	  meeting	  with	   all	   catechists,	   church-‐teachers	   and	   Evangelists	   and	   their	  
wives	  were	  convened	  by	  the	  Bishop	  on	  23rd	  January,	  2009	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  On	  
the	   24th	   of	   January,	   2009,	   all	   parochial	   church	   committee	   members	   of	   all	  
churches	   in	   the	  Diocese,	  with	  Executive	  committee	  members	  of	  all	  Organization	  
and	   arms	   in	   the	   churches	   in	   this	   Diocese	   had	   a	   very	   special	   retreat	   in	   the	  
Cathedral,	   which	   to	   me	   was	   very	   relevant	   and	   crucial	   because	   durning	   the	  
questions	  and	  answers	  session,	  so	  many	  important	  issues	  were	  raised	  which	  have	  
also	  helped	  the	  Bishop	  in	  no	  small	  measure	  in	  knowing	  the	  state	  of	  things	  in	  both	  
the	  churches	  and	  communities	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  The	  clerks	  were	  not	  left	  out	  of	  this	  
consultative	  meeting	  because	   their	  own	  meeting	  with	   the	  Bishop	   took	  place	  on	  
22nd	  of	  January,	  2009	  at	  the	  same	  Cathedral.	  

Our	  first	  Diocesan	  Board	  meeting	  was	  held	  on	  Tuesday	  17th	  February,	  2009	  at	  the	  
Cathedral	  church	  of	  St.	  Andrew	  Amichi.	  It	  was	  in	  that	  Diocesan	  Board	  that	  it	  was	  
resolved	   that	   the	   first	   session	   of	   the	   first	   Synod	   of	   this	   Diocese	  will	   hold	   at	   St.	  
Stephen's	   Anglican	   Church,	   Osumenyi.	   The	   Bishop	   made	   some	   appointments	  
during	  the	  Board	  meeting	  so	  as	  to	  kick-‐start	  the	  proper	  administrative	  running	  of	  
our	  young	  Diocese.	  	  

The	  appointments	  include:	  
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Hon.	  Justice	  Gloria	  C.	  Anulude	  –	  Chancellor	  of	  the	  Diocese	  
Hon.	  V.N.	  Umeh	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  Deputy	  Chancellor	  
Barr.	  Sir	  Daniel	  Ibeh	  –	  Registrar	  
Revd.	  Canon	  Sunday	  Uzoabaka	  –Clerical	  Synod	  Secretary	  
Hon.	  Sir	  E.M.C.	  Okeke	  –	  Lay	  Synod	  Secretary	  
Ven.	  E.C.	  Nnoli	  –	  Administrative	  sec/assistant	  to	  the	  Bishop	  
Revd	  Augustine	  Ojukwu	  –	  Diocesan	  Financial	  Secretary/Accountant	  
Ven.	  David	  Nnonyelum-‐	  Director	  of	  Mission	  outreach	  and	  Evangelism	  
Canon	  S	  I.	  Ikeh	  –	  Director	  of	  Music	  
Revd.	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	  –	  EFAC	  Chaplain	  
Revd.	  Oliver	  Chigbo	  –Bishops	  Chaplain	  
Revd.	  Silas	  Odimegwu	  –	  Chaplain	  AYF	  
Lady	  CHristie	  Ogum	  –	  Chairman,	  Board	  of	  Governors,	  Holy	  Child	  Convent,	  Amichi.	  
Dr.	  Sir.	  Edwin	  Agbasimelo	  –	  Chairman,	  Diocesan	  Hospital	  Management	  Board.	  
Later	  on,	  the	  following	  Chaplains	  were	  appointed	  too:	  
Revd.	  Canon	  J.C.	  Maduka-‐	  Chaplain	  Diocesan	  Laity	  Council	  
Revd.	  Godwin	  Okafor	  –	  Chaplain	  Anglican	  Men's	  Christian	  Fellowship	  
Revd.	  Onyeka	  C.	  Mbachu	  –	  Chaplain,	  Boys	  &	  Girls	  Brigade.	  
Revd.	  Robinson	  Oguchi-‐	  Chaplain,	  Anglican	  Children	  Ministry.	  
Revd.	  Richard	  Ibeto	  –	  Director	  of	  Moral	  Instruction.	  
Revd.	  Samuel	  Nzowu	  –	  Chaplain,	  Women	  Ministries	  and	  Girls	  Guild.	  

Our	   earnest	   prayer	   for	   these	   servants	   of	  God	   is	   that	   the	  Almighty	  God	  will	   use	  
them	   to	   accomplish	   great	   things	   for	   His	   glory	   in	   the	   various	   areas	   and	  
departments	  we	  have	  prayerfully	  assigned	   to	   them	   in	   the	  Name	  of	   Jesus	  Christ,	  
Amen.	  

We	   also	   had	   the	   inaugural	   meeting	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Finance	   Board	   on	   6th	   of	  
March,	  2009	  at	  St.	  Stephen's	  church,	  Osumenyi.	  

	  

MEETING	  WITH	  THE	  KNIGHTS	  AND	  LADIES	  AUXILIARY	  OF	  THE	  DIOCESE	  

	  
Recognizing	  the	  pivotal	  roles	  that	  Knights	  and	  ladies	  play	  in	  the	  development	  and	  
advancement	   of	   the	   church	   of	   God	   and	   Gospel	   of	   His	   Kingdom,	   the	   Bishop	  
deemed	  it	  extremely	  necessary	  to	  have	  a	  meeting	  with	  Knights	  and	  ladies	  on	  14th	  
April,	  2009:	  (Easter	  Tuesday)	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  	  The	  
wonderful	  positive	  response	  given	  to	  that	  meeting	  by	  our	  Knights	  and	  their	  ladies	  
by	  massive	  attendance	  remains	  a	  very	  strong	  morale-‐booster	  to	  the	  Bishop.	  One	  
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of	   the	  outstanding	  and	  glorious	  outcomes	  of	   that	  meeting	   is	   that	  our	  noble	  and	  
gallant	  Knights	  have	  gladly	  decided	  and	  accepted	  that	  they	  will	  not	  be	  putting	  on	  
their	  caps	  during	  church	  worship.	  They	  will	  process	  into	  the	  church	  putting	  it	  on,	  
but	  immediately	  they	  get	  to	  their	  pews,	  everyone	  will	  remove	  his	  cap	  as	  a	  mark	  of	  
honour	  and	  regard	  to	  the	  Almighty	  God	  who	  is	  the	  King	  of	  Kings	  and	  the	  Lord	  of	  
Lords.	  Then,	  immediately	  after	  the	  benediction;	  they	  will	  put	  it	  on	  for	  withdrawal.	  
This	  is	  very	  commendable.	  Our	  prayer	  is	  that	  this	  Diocese	  will	  be	  showing	  others	  
how	   to	  worship	   and	  honour	  God	   in	   spirit	   and	   in	   truth.	  Once	  again,	   I	   say	   to	  our	  
Knights	  –	  BRAVO!	  

BISHOP'S	  PASTORAL	  VISIT	  TO	  CHURCHES:	  
In	  a	  bid	  to	  fully	  acquaint	  himself	  with	  actual	  and	  factual	  happenings	  and	  state	  of	  
churches	  in	  the	  Diocese,	  the	  Bishop	  started	  pastoral	  visit	  to	  our	  churches	  
beginning	  with	  Holy	  Trinity	  Anglican	  Church	  Utuh	  on	  Sunday	  25th	  January,	  2009.	  
Apart	  from	  Holy	  Trinity	  Church,	  Utuh,	  other	  Churches	  visited	  with	  dates	  are:-‐	  
St.	  Stephen's	  Church,	  Osumenyi	  –	  8th	  February,	  2009.	  
St.	  Peter's	  Church,	  Akabu-‐Osumenyi	  -‐15th	  February,	  2009.	  
St.	  Philip's	  Church,	  Eziama-‐	  Amichi	  –	  22nd	  February,	  2009	  
Ebenezar	  Ang.	  Church,	  Unubi	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  8th	  March,	  2009.	  
St.	  Peter's	  Church,	  Amichi	  –	  15th	  March,	  2009.	  
Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  –	  22nd	  March,	  2009	  
Immanuel	  Anglican	  Church,	  Ekwulumili	  –	  29th	  March,	  2009	  
Immanuel	  Church,	  AkwaIhedi	  –	  5th	  April,	  2009	  
St.	  Simon's	  Ang.	  Church,	  Ezinifite	  -‐12th	  April,	  2009	  

Following	   the	   very	   revealing	   discoveries	   made	   during	   these	   visits,	   the	   Bishop	  
intends	  to	  continue	  the	  exercise	  until	  all	   the	  churches	   in	  the	  Diocese	  have	  been	  
visited.	  	   Apart	   from	   the	   routine	   pastoral	   visit	   which	   has	   some	   elements	   of	  
artificiality	   on	   the	   part	   the	   church	   workers	   making	   sure	   they	   mobilizes	   their	  
members	   to	   prove	   that	   all	   is	   well,	   the	   Bishop	   and	   his	   wife	   decided	   to	   pay	  
unscheduled	   and	   unannounced	   visit	   to	   some	   of	   our	   churches	   during	   the	   Holy	  
Week.	   In	   other	   to	   cover	   more	   churches,	   the	   Bishop	   went	   to	   some	   churches,	  
whereas	   the	  wife	  went	   to	  others.	   The	  exercise	   really	  paid	  off	   because	  we	  were	  
able	  to	  see	  the	  real	  spiritual	  state	  of	  our	  churches.	  	  What	  we	  saw	  and	  experienced	  
in	  many	  of	  these	  churches	  did	  not	  encourage	  us	  at	  all	  at	  this	  point.	  I	  wish	  to	  call	  
passionately	  on	  our	  church	  workers	  to	  sit	  up	  and	  brace	  up	  to	  the	  challenges	  of	  our	  
vocation.	  Both	  the	  rich	  spiritual	  foundation	  of	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  will	  not	  by	  any	  
means	  be	  toyed	  with	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  

Furthermore,	  our	  liturgy	  and	  tradition	  as	  Anglicans	  must	  not	  be	  undermined	  at	  all.	  
In	   order	   to	   carry	   the	   clergymen	   and	  other	   church	  workers	   along	   in	  making	   this	  
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Diocese	   spiritually	   viable	   and	   liturgically	   enviable,	   we	   are	   organizing	   many	  
retreats	  so	  as	  to	  achieve	  these	  objectives.	  

	  	  

GUIDELINES	  AND	  POLICIES	  ON	  ISSUES	  AND	  EVENTS	  IN	  THE	  DIOCESE:	  

	  
One	  of	   the	  vision	   statements	  of	  our	  primate	   for	   the	  church	  of	  Nigeria	   (Anglican	  
Communion)	   is	   that	   the	   Anglican	   church	  must	   be	   a	   Bible-‐based,	   and	   spiritually	  
dynamic	  church.	  The	  few	  months	  we	  stayed	  and	  moved	  around	  in	  the	  Diocese	  has	  
revealed	   to	  us	   that	   so	  many	   things	  done	   in	  our	  churches	  are	  not	  done	  with	   the	  
Bible	   and	  our	  Christian	   faith	   in	   focus.	  We	  have	  after	   some	  meditations,	  prayers	  
and	   reflections	   deemed	   it	   fit	   and	  wise	   that	   a	  measure	   of	   control	   and	   guideline	  
should	  be	  spelt	  out	  in	  these	  areas.	  This	  is	  to	  make	  us	  true	  Disciples	  of	  Christ	  and	  
the	  church	  of	  the	   living	  God	  which	  we	  have	  been	  called	  to	  be.	  Let	  me	  therefore	  
make	  these	  policy	  statements	  as	  touching	  some	  areas	  in	  our	  church	  and	  Christian	  
life.	  

a.  MARRIAGE	  AND	  WEDDING	  

It	   is	  now	  almost	  becoming	  a	   tradition	   for	  church	  members	   to	  come	  early	   in	   the	  
morning	   for	   wedding	   and	   thereafter	   in	   the	   evening	   go	   for	   traditional	  marriage	  
ceremony.	  This	  is	  unacceptable	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  The	  church	  should	  be	  the	  last	  bus-‐
stop	  for	  any	  marriage	  involving	  our	  members.	  No	  clergyman	  should	  get	  involved	  
in	   conducting	   wedding	   before	   traditional	   marriage.	   This	   as	   far	   as	   I	   know	  
undermines	  the	  authority	  of	  the	  church	  and	  the	  efficacy	  of	  church	  wedding.	  It	   is	  
expected	   that	   the	  church	  under	   the	   leadership	  of	   the	  priest	   should	  sanctify	  and	  
declare	  final	  blessings	  on	  the	  new	  couple.	  They	  should	  then	  move	  to	  their	  homes	  
and	  start	  their	  new	  family.	  

Secondly,	   we	   have	   also	   observed	   with	   shame	   and	   dismay,	   the	   unchristian	   and	  
ungodly	  practice	  of	  wedding	  ceremoniously	  pregnant	  ladies	  in	  our	  churches.	  This	  
is	  not	  only	  unchristian	  but	  completely	  un-‐Anglican.	  	  We	  can	  no	   longer	  allow	  the	  
unregenerate	   people	   of	   the	   world	   set	   some	   unwholesome	   precedence	   and	  
standards	  in	  the	  church.	  Nomatter	  how	  popular	  this	  practice	  has	  been,	  it	  cannot	  
be	  condoned	  in	  this	  Diocese	  where	  Jesus	  Christ	  is	  our	  Sure	  Anchor.	  In	  as	  much	  as	  
we	   thank	   God	   for	   the	   gift	   of	   pregnancy,	   we	   ought	   not	   to	   be	   putting	   the	   cart	  
before	  the	  horse,	  which	  is	  not	  only	  abnormal	  but	  obstructs	  the	  movement	  of	  the	  
Horse.	   This	   practice	   has	   in	   no	   small	  measure	   obstructed	   the	  move	   of	   the	   Holy	  
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Spirit	  in	  our	  churches.	  We	  need	  to	  sanitize	  the	  church	  for	  which	  Jesus	  Christ	  died	  
on	  the	  cross	  to	  save	  and	  redeem.	  

If	  a	  man	  comes	  to	  wed	  in	  the	  church	  and	  the	  would-‐be	  wife	  is	  pregnant,	  the	  priest	  
should	  only	  arrange	   for	  blessing	  of	   the	  marriage,	  and	   that	  will	  be	  done	  without	  
the	  lady	  wearing	  wedding	  gown.	  Furthermore,	  no	  clergyman	  is	  called	  to	  conduct	  
any	  wedding	  for	  ladies	  wearing	  sleeveless	  wedding	  gowns	  in	  any	  of	  our	  churches	  
in	   this	   Diocese.	   The	   dressing	   of	   the	   chief	   bridesmaid,	   bridal	   train,	   or	   ladies	   of	  
honour	   must	   be	   properly	   checked	   to	   avoid	   nudity,	   non-‐covering	   of	   head	   and	  
sleeveless	  dresses	  into	  the	  church.	  

b.   SINGLE	  PARENTS:	  	  

One	  of	  the	  rampant	  traditions	  we	  have	  witnessed	  is	  most	  of	  the	  towns	  that	  make	  
up	  our	  Diocese	  is	  single-‐parenthood.	  This	  is	  a	  practice	  where	  some	  girls	  or	  ladies	  
are	   traditionally	   kept	   in	   their	   fathers'	   houses	   and	   are	   authorized	   after	   some	  
traditional	  rights	  to	  be	  bearing	  children	  without	  getting	  married.	  The	  reasons	  for	  
such	  a	  terrible,	  obnoxious	  and	  unscriptural	  practice	  range	  from	  not	  having	  a	  male	  
child	  to	  inherit	  the	  ‘obi'	  for	  the	  continuity	  of	  the	  family	  name	  and	  lineage	  to	  not	  
having	   many	   children	   by	   the	   father	   or	   many	   relations.	   We	   have	   to	   state	   the	  
obvious	  by	  saying	  that	  it	  is	  an	  outright	  authorization	  of	  fornication,	  adultery,	  and	  
immorality	  in	  the	  society.	  This	  church	  called	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  cannot	  endorse	  or	  
accept	   such	   culture.	   Fornication	   is	   fornication	   no	   matter	   in	   what	   guise	   and	   is	  
vehemently	  condemned	  by	  the	  word	  of	  God.	  Ephesians	  5:3	  states	  inter	  alia,	  “But	  
fornication	  and	  all	  uncleanness	  or	  covetousness,	  let	  it	  not	  even	  be	  named	  among	  
you	  as	  is	  fitting	  for	  the	  saints.”	  

We	  now	  make	  it	  clear	  that	  any	  person	  who	  practices	  such	  should	  not	  partake	  in	  
Holy	  Communion.	  Also,	  that	  person	  is	  not	  qualified	  to	  be	  a	  member	  of	  Parochial	  
Church	  Committee,	  Executive	  Committee	  of	  Women's	  Guild	  or	  Mothers'	  Union.	  If	  
we	   also	   find	   out	   that	   any	   of	   our	   members	   subjects	   his/her	   daughter	   to	   such	  
tradition,	  the	  Diocese	  will	  also	  withdraw	  the	  right	  of	  Holy	  Communion	  from	  such	  
parents,	  and	  that	  of	  holding	  any	  leadership	  position	  in	  the	  church.	  

c.   BURIAL	  CEREMONY	  AND	  FUNERAL	  RITES:	  

	  Burial	   is	   a	   rite	   which	   the	   church	   is	   obliged	   to	   perform	   for	   any	   of	   her	   full	   and	  
committed	  members	  who	   it	  pleases	  God	   to	   call	   home	   through	  death.	   Yet	   there	  
are	  practices	  and	  customs	  that	  are	  indulged	  in	  by	  our	  members	  whose	  people	  die	  
that	  we	  need	   to	   re-‐examine	   in	   the	   light	  of	   the	  Bible	  and	  our	  Christian	   faith	  and	  
testimonies.	  One	  of	  such	  practices	  is	  the	  shooting	  of	  DANE	  GUNS	  when	  a	  Christian	  
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is	   being	  buried.	   It	   is	   therefore	  my	  wish	   to	   state	   that	   this	  Diocese	  will	   no	   longer	  
accept	  it.	  It	  is	  purely	  a	  heathen	  practice	  which	  has	  its	  origin	  in	  African	  Traditional	  
Religion	   (ATR).	   Once	   the	   sound	   of	   either	   Dane	   gun	   or	   any	   type	   of	   gunshot	   is	  
heard,	  the	  church	  will	  no	  longer	  partake	  in	  that	  burial.	  

Furthermore,	   the	  mandate	  given	  by	   the	  LORD	  of	   the	  church,	   Jesus	  Christ	   is	   “Go	  
into	   the	  world	   and	   preach	   the	  Gospel	   to	   all.”	  	   In	   pursuant	   of	   this	   all	   important	  
injunction,	   it	  has	  been	  also	  decided	  that	  burial	  services	  will	  be	  conducted	   in	  the	  
compound	  of	   the	  deceased.	  We	  have	  discovered	   that	   about	   80%	  of	   the	  people	  
who	  come	  for	  burial	  wait	  in	  the	  compound	  of	  the	  decease	  till	  we	  come	  back	  from	  
the	  church	  thereby	  excluding	  them	  from	  the	  sermon	  at	  burial	  which	  is	  the	  major	  
mission	  of	  the	  church.	  May	  I	  use	  this	  medium	  to	  appeal	  to	  our	  members	  who	  will	  
want	  us	  to	  do	  the	  will	  of	  the	  dead,	  who	  they	  usually	  claim	  left	  instruction	  that	  his	  
or	  her	  remains	  should	  be	  carried	  to	  the	  church	  to	  please	  focus	  on	  doing	  the	  will	  of	  
God	  than	  the	  wish	  of	  the	  dead.	  

Evangelism	   is	  our	  supreme	  task	   in	  this	  Diocese	  and	  must	  be	  carried	  out	  without	  
looking	  back.	  Those	  who	  claim	   that	   the	  deceased	  was	  one	  of	   the	   ‘pillars'	  of	   the	  
church,	   and	   as	   such	   should	   have	   his/her	   burial	   service	   conducted	   inside	   the	  
church,	   should	   have	   a	   rethink.	   Bringing	   one's	   corpse	   into	   the	   church	   does	   not	  
change	   the	   destination	   of	   the	   person	   as	   far	   as	   eternity	  with	   God	   is	   concerned.	  
Again,	   the	   disarray	   caused	   to	   the	   solemness	   of	   such	   divine	   service	   by	   carrying	  
corpse	   to	   and	   fro	   the	   church	   is	   not	   always	   an	   encouraging	   and	   decent	  
experienced.	   “A	   charge	   to	   keep	   I	   have;	   a	   God	   to	   glorify,	   a	   never-‐dying	   soul	   to	  
save;	  and	  fit	  it	  for	  the	  Sky.”	  	  This	  is	  my	  God-‐given	  mandate,	  and	  not	  to	  do	  the	  wish	  
of	  a	  dead	  man.	  

Still	  on	  burial,	  any	  family	  wishing	  to	  bury	  their	  dead,	  and	  later	  on	  do	  the	  funeral	  
has	  only	  three	  weeks	  to	  do	  so.	   If	  after	  three	  weeks	  of	  burying	  a	  person	  and	  the	  
funeral	   ceremony	   not	   done;	   the	   church	   will	   no	   longer	   partake	   in	   such	   funeral	  
ceremony.	  This	  is	  gradually	  tilting	  us	  towards	  heathenic	  and	  idolatrous	  practice.	  If	  
your	   father,	  mother	   or	   uncle,	   left	   an	   instruction	   to	   you	   that	   he	  will	   not	   like	   his	  
corpse	  to	  be	  deposited	  in	  a	  mortuary,	  you	  should	  be	  prepared	  to	  do	  the	  funeral	  
ceremony	  immediately.	  

Shaving	  of	  hair	  or	  wearing	  of	  mourning	  cloth	  is	  at	  the	  discretion	  of	  the	  mourner.	  
Nobody	  should	  be	  forced	  to	  shave	  hair	  for	  the	  dead	  if	  he/she	  is	  not	  convinced	  or	  
delighted	  to	  do	  so.	  And	  none	  of	  our	  members	  shall	  be	  maltreated	  by	  anybody	  if	  
he/she	  wishes	  not	  to	  either	  wear	  the	  mourning	  cloth	  or	  shave	  hair.	  It	  is	  purely	  a	  
personal	  matter.	  We	  should	  be	  concerned	  with	  how	  to	  comfort,	  encourage,	  and	  
assist	  the	  bereaved	  to	  recover	  from	  the	  devastating	  effect	  of	   losing	  a	  loved	  one,	  



17	  
	  

and	  not	  how	  to	  torture,	  humiliate	  and	  deepen	  the	  wound	  and	  sorrow	  of	  such	  a	  
person	  through	  these	  customs	  and	  traditions.	  

May	  I	  at	  this	  juncture	  make	  a	  passionate	  appeal	  to	  our	  abroad	  members	  who	  are	  
very	   active	   in	   the	   cities	   where	   they	   reside	   and	   are	   not	   known	   in	   their	   home	  
churches	   to	   change	   their	   attitude.	   Charity	   they	   say	  begins	   at	   home.	   Some	  have	  
been	   investitured	   Knights	  where	   they	   are,	   but	   don't	   identify	  with	   their	   brother	  
Knights	  in	  their	  home	  Diocese.	  Such	  attitude	  will	  not	  be	  accepted	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  
The	  act	  of	  paying	  huge	  amount	  to	  the	  church	  termed	  as	  clearance	  for	  a	  deceased	  
member	  after	  he/she	  had	  died	  so	  that	  they	  can	  be	  buried	  by	  the	  church	  will	  not	  
continue.	  We	  should	  worship	  with	  you	  while	  you	  are	  alive,	  so	  that	  if	  death	  comes,	  
we	  can	  bury	  you	  also.	  

Let	   me	   plead	   with	   our	   members	   to	   repent	   of	   the	   prodigal	   and	   flamboyant	  
materialistic	  exhibition	  they	  indulge	  in	  when	  burying	  their	  dead.	  It	  is	  one	  thing	  to	  
say	  “the	  money	  I'm	  spending	   is	  my	  money;	  and	  another	  thing	  to	  know	  that	  “we	  
must	   render	   account	   of	   how	   we	   spent	   God-‐given	   resources	   we	   have	   in	   our	  
possession.	  “All	  of	  us	  are	  God's	  managers	  and	  treasurers.	  

	  

RESTRUCTURING	   THE	   DIOCESE	   FOR	   MORE	   EVANGELISTIC	   CHALLENGES,	   AND	  
GRASSROOT	  PASTORAL	  OVERSIGHT.	  

	  
The	  idea	  of	  having	  very	  bogus	  Archdeaconries	  that	  span	  through	  large	  expanse	  of	  
parishes	   does	   not	   encourage	   growth	   in	   our	   churches.	   Administratively,	   the	  
Archdeacons	   in	   charge	   of	   such	   vast	   areas	   do	   not	   pastor	   them	   effectively.	   The	  
shepherd	   should	   know	   the	   sheep,	   and	   the	   sheep	   should	   also	   identify	   without	  
difficult	  the	  shepherd,	  and	  relate	  closely	  with	  him.	  There	  is	  always	  the	  temptation	  
to	   remain	   complacent	   when	   we	   are	   very	   numerous	   in	   any	   church,	   parish	   or	  
Archdeaconry.	  We	  erroneously	   think	   that	  we	  are	  growing	  without	  knowing	   that	  
the	  reverse	  is	  always	  the	  case.	  To	  foster	  and	  re-‐awaken	  our	  Evangelism	  drive,	  zeal	  
and	   to	   feel	   the	   challenge	   of	   soul	   winning,	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   (Anglican	  
Communion)	  is	  therefore	  restructured	  thus:	  with	  some	  Priests	  appointed	  as	  their	  
administrators	  pending	  when	  they	  proved	  to	  us	  that	  they	  have	  the	  ability	  to	  plant	  
and	  grow	  more	  churches	  in	  their	  areas	  of	  coverage.	  

Archdeaconry/Headquarter	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   	  Archdeacon/Administrator	  
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1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Cathedral	  Deanery.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   Ven.	  Ephraim	  O.	  Umeh	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Cathedral	  church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	   	  	  

2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Amichi	  Archdeaconry.	   	   	   	   Revd.	  Canon	  Abedneg	  Igbokwe	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Philip's	  church,	  Amichi-‐Headquarter	   	  	  
(b)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Bartholomew's	  church,	  Amichi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(c)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  All	  Saints'	  church	  Ogbodi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

3.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Amichi	  West	  Archdeaconry	   	   	   Rev.	  Canon	  Johnson	  	  Maduka	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Peter's	  church,	  Amichi-‐Headquarter	  
(b)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  James'	  church,	  Azigbo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(c)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Christ	  church,	  Amichi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(d)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Church	  of	  Divine	  Compassion,	  Amichi	  

4.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Osumenyi	  Archdeaconry	  	   	   	   Ven.	  Ekemeka	  C.	  Nnoli	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Stephen's	  church,	  Osumeye-‐Headquarter	  
(b)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Peter's	  church,	  Akabu	  Osumnenyi	  	  	  	  	  
(c)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  All	  Saints	  church,	  Obiofia	  Osumenyi	  
(d)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Christ	  church,	  Odikpi	  Osumenyi	  

5.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ebenator	  Archdeaconry	   	   	   	   Rev.	  Jonathan	  Umeasiegbu	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Andrew's	  church,	  Ebenator-‐	  Headquarter	  	  	  	  	  
(b)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Holy	  Trinity	  church,	  Utuh	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(c)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Immanuel	  church,	  Akwa	  ihedi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(d)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Philip's	  church,	  Ebenator	  
(e)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Church	  of	  Pentecost,	  Umuonyeukpa,	  Ebenator	  
(f)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Church	  of	  Holy	  Spirit,	  Akwa	  ihedi	  

6.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ezinifite	  Archdeaconry-‐	   	   	   	   Ven.	  David	  Nnonyelum	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Simon's	  church,	  Ezinifite-‐Headquarter	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(b)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Mary's	  church,	  Ezinifite	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(c)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Jude's	  church,	  Akala	  

7.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ekwulumili	  Archdeaconry	   	   	   Revd.	  Canon	  Godwin	  Okafor	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Emmanuel	  church,	  Ekwulumli	  –	  Headquarter	  
(b)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  All	  Saints'	  church,	  Ekwulumili	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(c)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Matthew's	  church,	  Ekwulumili	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(d)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Michael	  and	  All	  Angels,	  Ekwulumili	  
(e)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Matthias	  church,	  Ekwulumili	  
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8.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Unubi	  Archdeaconry-‐	   	   	   	   Revd.	  Bertram	  Muogbo	  
(a)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ebenezer	  church,	  Unubi-‐	  Headquarter	  
(b)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Paul's	  church,	  Unubi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(c)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Andrew's	  church,	  Unubi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
(d)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Simon's	  church,	  Unubi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Let	   it	   be	   noted	   clearly	   here	   that	   the	   creation	   of	   these	   Archdeaconries	   is	   for	  
Evangelism	  purpose	  and	  not	  in	  any	  way	  for	  preferment	  or	  giving	  of	  bigger	  titles	  to	  
the	  priests.	  I	  challenge	  the	  administrators	  to	  face	  the	  enormous	  task	  confronting	  
them	   in	   this	   new	   assignment	   with	   vigour	   and	   commitment.	  	   It	   is	   therefore	   a	  
mandate	   to	   all	   the	   Archdeacons	   and	   Administrators	   to	   make	   sure	   that	   each	  
archdeaconry	   goes	  on	   very	   serious	  outreach	  and	  plant	   at	   least	   one	  new	   church	  
every	  year	  starting	  from	  this	  year.	  There	  will	  be	  no	  other	  option	  left	  for	  me	  than	  
to	  relieve	  any	  Archdeacon	  or	  Administrator	  of	  this	  position	  if	  he	  fails	  to	  live	  up	  to	  
this	  expectation	  and	  mandate.	  No	  excuse	  will	  be	  acceptable	  to	  us.	  	  The	  church	  of	  
God	  must	  march	  on	  and	  the	  gates	  of	  hell	  shall	  not	  prevail	  against	  it.	  We	  must	  do	  
the	  works	  of	  Him	  who	  sent	  us	  while	  it	  is	  day,	  because	  night	  comes	  when	  no	  man	  
shall	  work.	   It	   is	  either	  Evangelism,	  Mission	  and	  Church	  Planting	  or	  nothing	  else.	  
That	  you	  are	  an	  administrator	   is	  not	  a	   sure	   route	   to	  becoming	  our	  Archdeacon.	  
Performance	   is	   the	   only	   sure	   route.	   Those	   church	   workers	   affected	   by	   the	  
restructuring	   should	   collect	   their	   location	   letters	   on	   Monday	   at	   the	   Diocesan	  
Secretariat.	  

	  	  

OUR	  PROGRAMMES	  IN	  THE	  DIOCESE	  

	  
By	  the	  special	  grace	  of	  God,	  in	  order	  to	  give	  the	  Diocese	  the	  strong	  and	  concrete	  
sound	  spiritual	  footing	  it	  needs,	  and	  in	  the	  bid	  to	  attend	  to	  the	  spiritual	  yearnings	  
of	   the	  people	  of	  God,	  we	  have	  been	  able	  under	   the	   leadership	  and	  guidance	  of	  
the	   Holy	   Spirit	   Kick-‐started	   some	   programmes	   to	   that	   effect.	   One	   of	   such	  
programmes	   is	   our	   monthly	   prayer	   programme	   tagged	   “PRAYER	   BREAKFAST”	  
which	  holds	  every	  first	  day	  of	  every	  month	  at	  6.00am	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  
St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   The	   kind	   of	   positive	   response	   demonstrated	   through	   the	  
great	   number	   of	   people	   in	   attendance	   bears	   eloquent	   testimony	   that	   God	  
directed	   us	   to	   begin	   the	   programme.	   The	   attendance	   spans	   through	   Anambra,	  
Abia,	  Enugu	  and	  Ebonyi	  States.	  People	  from	  far	  places	   lodge	   in	  nearby	  hotels	  so	  
that	  they	  can	  participate.	  We	  implore	  our	  members	  who	  have	  not	  been	  attending,	  
to	  give	  it	  a	  feel	  and	  trial.	  At	  this	  point,	  I	  must	  appreciate	  my	  clergy	  and	  their	  wives	  
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for	  their	  encouragement	  through	  active	  participation	  and	  effective	  mobilization	  of	  
our	  members	  in	  various	  churches.	  

Another	   programme	  we	  have	   started	   is	   our	   special	   annual	   prayer	   gathering	   for	  
women,	   both	   married	  and	   unmarried.	   This	   programme	   is	   titled	   “THE	  WAILING	  
WOMEN	  PRAYER	  SUMMIT.”	  	  This	  year's	  edition	  was	  held	  from	  23rd	  –	  26th	  April,	  
2009.	  Women	  and	  Ladies	  from	  all	  walks	  of	  life	  were	  in	  attendance.	  So	  many	  great	  
testimonies	   trailed	   the	   programme.	  	   Even	   though	   it	   is	   capital-‐intensive,	   yet	   the	  
result	  and	  effect	  of	  that	  spiritual	  programme	  cannot	  be	  quantified	  to	  the	  glory	  of	  
God.	  

Furthermore,	  there	  is	  aspect	  of	  Evangelism	  that	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  seem	  to	  be	  
shying	   away	   from.	  We	   have	   also	   decided	   to	   venture	   into	   it	   knowing	   fully	   that	  
most	   of	   our	   young	   people	   and	   even	   older	   ones	   are	   grossly	   misled	   through	   it	  
because	  of	  the	  quality	  of	  messages	  they	  hear	  from	  there.	  This	  is	  what	  is	  known	  as	  
“MEDIA	   EVANGELISM”.	  	   Even	   though,	   I	   started	   the	   programme	   over	   five	   years	  
ago	   in	   Ebonyi	   Broadcasting	   Service,	   Abakaliki,	   we	   have	   extended	   to	   Purity	   FM	  
Awka	  since	  October	  2008	  through	  divine	  instruction.	  	  The	  responses	  we	  get	  from	  
listeners	  in	  eacheach	  the	  radio	  stations	  finished	  airing	  the	  programme	  have	  been	  
very	   tremendous.	   The	  programme	   comes	  up	  on	  Purity	   FM	  every	   Saturday	   from	  
8.00pm	  to	  8.30pm;	  while	  that	  of	  Ebony	  Radio	  comes	  up	  every	  Sunday	  6.30pm	  to	  
7.00pm.	  We	  are	  planning	  to	  move	  to	  NTA	  or	  even	  Cable	  Television	  Stations	  if	  we	  
can	   get	   sponsors.	   I	   want	   to	   passionately	   appeal	   to	   all	   the	   good	   people	   of	   this	  
Diocese	  and	  lovers	  of	  the	  Gospel	  to	  partner	  with	  us	  in	  this	  move.	  These	  two	  Radio	  
Stations	   take	   from	   us	   annually	   the	   sum	   of	   One	   Million,	   Three	   Hundred	   and	  
Twenty	  Two	  Thousand	  (N1,322,000.).	  	  You	  can	  sponsor	  for	  one	  quarter,	  or	  half	  a	  
year,	  or	  even	  one	  year	  in	  either	  of	  the	  Stations.	  We	  have	  intention	  of	  extending	  to	  
B.C.A	  88.1	  FM.	  No	  greater	  mandate	  can	  we	  have	  than	  to	  take	  the	  gospel	  to	  every	  
nook	  and	  cranny	  of	  Nigeria	  through	  the	  media.	  

So	   as	   to	   meet	   up	   with	   great	   challenge	   and	   task	   of	   ministering	   to	   Youths	   and	  
Evangelize	  them,	  we	  have	  started	  a	  Diocesan	  Youth	  Mass	  Choir,	  which	  we	  intent	  
to	  be	  using	  in	  all	  our	  major	  Crusades,	  Revivals	  and	  special	  programme.	  We	  want	  
to	   encourage	   Youth	   participation	   in	   our	   Diocese	   through	   modern	   ways	   and	  
designs	  that	  will	  keep	  them	  active	  and	  useful	  in	  the	  Anglican	  Church.	  

	  

NEWS	  FROM	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  
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On	  12th	  of	  November,	   2008,	   fourteen	  Priests	  were	  elected	  Bishops	   at	   Lagos	  by	  
the	  house	  of	  Bishops.	  And	  the	  11th	  January,	  2009	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  church	  of	  All	  
Saints,	  Ughelli,	  Delta	  State	  thirteen	  of	  them	  were	  consecrated	  by	  His	  Grace,	  The	  
Most	   Revd	   Peter	   J.	   AKinola,	   CON,	   Archbishop,	  Metropolitan	   and	   Primate	   of	   All	  
Nigeria;	   assisted	   by	   one	   hundred	   and	   twenty	   five	   Bishops.	   Those	   consecrated	  
were:	  

	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Chijioke	  Augustine	  Aneke	  –	  Udi	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Ephraim	  Okechukwu	  Ikeakor	  –	  Amichi	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Samuel	  Egbeunmi	  –	  Ilesa	  South	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Edward	  Osuegbu	  –	  Okigwe	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Blessing	  Erifeta	  –	  Sapele	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Daniel	  Olinya	  –	  Eha-‐Amufu	  (M)	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Felix	  Akinbuluma	  –	  Irele	  (M)	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Frederick	  Orogbemi	  –	  Ilaje	  (M)	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Emmanuel	  Nyittsse	  –	  Gboko	  (M)	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Festus	  Davies	  –	  Ogori	  Magongo	  (M)	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Yufus	  Jarfalan	  –	  Ikara	  (M)	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Benjamin	  Vanger	  –	  Zaki-‐Biam	  (M)	  Diocese	  
Rt.	  Revd.	  Titus	  Fajemorikum	  –	  Ilesa	  North	  Central	  (M)	  Diocese	  

On	  the	  8th	  of	  March,	  2009	  at	  Bida	  two	  other	  Bishops	  were	  consecrated.	  They	  are:	  
Rt.	   Revd.	   Christopher	   Omotunde	   –	   Suffragan	   Bishop	   of	   Ondo,	   and	   Rt.	   Revd.	  
Godson	   Ukanwa	   –	   Bishop	   of	   Okigwe	   –	   North	   Diocese.	  
The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Alfred	  I.	  Nwaizuzu,	  and	  his	  wife	  Mrs	  Ester	  Nwaizuzu	  joyfully	  retired	  
from	  active	  church	  service	  in	  April,	  2009.	  

NEW	  ECCLESIASTICAL	  PROVINCES;	  AND	  ELECTION	  OF	  ARCHBISHOPS	  
On	  the	  14th	  March,	  2009,	  four	  new	  archbishops	  were	  elected	  to	  oversee	  the	  four	  
new	  ecclesiastical	  provinces	  created.	  They	  include:	  
The	  Most	  Revd.	  Emmanuel	  Egbunu	  –	  Lokoja	  Province	  	  
The	  Most	  Revd.	  Michael	  Ekiyemi	  –	  Kwara	  Province	  
The	  Most	  Revd.	  Amos	  Madu	  –	  Enugu	  Province	  
The	  Most	  Revd.	  Ignatius	  Kattey	  –	  Niger	  Delta	  Province	  (old	  province)	  
The	  Most	  Revd.	  Ugochukwu	  Ezuoke	  –	  Aba	  Province	  (new	  province)	  

On	   the	   same	   date,	   two	   new	   bishops	   were	   elected	   in	   the	   persons	   of	   Rt.	   Revd.	  
Nathan	  Kanu	  –	  Aba-‐Ngwa	  North	  Diocese,	  and	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Praise	  Omelewa	  –	  Zonkwa	  
Diocese.	  



22	  
	  

The	  Archbishops	  have	  been	  presented,	  and	  their	  provinces	  inaugurated,	  while	  the	  
Bishops	  have	  also	  been	  consecrated.	  We	  implore	  all	  of	  you	  to	  please	  continue	  to	  
pray	  for	  the	  church	  of	  Nigeria	  (Anglican	  Communion)	  as	  she	  grows.	  

	  	  

	  

STATE	  OF	  THE	  NATION	  

	  
We	  want	   to	   congratulate	   our	   President	   Alhaji	   Umaru	  Musa	   Yaradua,	   and	   every	  
Nigerian	   as	   our	   country	   marked	   ten	   years	   of	   uninterrupted	   democratic	  
governance	   in	   the	   land.	  We	  also	   commend	  our	   leaders	   for	   striving	   to	   keep	   this	  
country	   as	   one	   united	   and	   indivisible	   entity.	  	   Nevertheless,	   there	   is	   very	   urgent	  
need	   to	   take	   a	   strong	   retrospective	   appraisal	   of	   the	   happening	   in	   this	   great	  
country	   of	   ours	   called	   Nigeria.	   To	  my	  mind,	   there	   seem	   to	   be	  motion	   without	  
movement.	  Nigeria	   is	   a	   country	  where	  we	  have	   very	  wonderful	   and	  meticulous	  
policy	   formulators	   and	   makers,	   but	   regrettably,	   we	   don't	   have	   policy	  
implementers,	   or	   better	   still,	   we	   have	   not	   allowed	   policy	   implementers	   to	  
function.	  

EDUCATION:	  
As	  we	  still	  thank	  God	  for	  using	  our	  president	  to	  appoint	  a	  seasoned	  educationist	  
as	   the	  minister	   for	   Education	   in	   the	   person	   of	   Dr.	   Sam	  Ominyi	   Egwu,	   it	   is	   very	  
pertinent	  to	  remind	  our	  leaders	  that	  the	  education	  sector	  is	  apparently	  collapsing.	  
The	  calibre	  of	  University	  graduates	  from	  various	  universities	   in	  this	  country	  calls	  
for	  worry	  and	  serious	  concern.	  The	  outrageous	  level	  of	  examination	  mal-‐practices	  
in	  our	  schools	  from	  primary	  school	  level	  to	  tertiary	  institutions	  is	  very	  worrisome.	  
May	  I	  at	  this	  point	  call	  on	  both	  the	  state	  and	  federal	  governments	  to	  reconsider	  
this	   arrangement	   they	   call	   “SPECIAL	   CENTRES”	   for	   the	   conduct	   of	  West	   African	  
School	   Certificate	   Examination	   and	   NECO	   examinations.	   That	   arrangement	   is	  
doing	  no	  good	  to	  our	  education	  sector.	  

We	   want	   to	   appeal	   to	   the	   government	   to	   tackle	   with	   serious	   the	   problem	   of	  
cultism,	  and	  sexual	  harassment	  by	  lecturers	  before	  they	  can	  mark	  the	  papers	  and	  
release	  results	  of	   female	  students.	  	  This	   is	  really	  getting	  out	  of	  hand.	  Pretending	  
that	   it	   is	   not	   there	   is	   just	   making	   mockery	   of	   us	   and	   the	   nation	   at	   large.	   The	  
government	   in	   collaboration	   with	   the	   Senate	   of	   various	   Universities,	   and	   the	  
National	  University	  Commission	   should	  as	  a	  matter	  of	  urgency	   re-‐scrutinize	  and	  
carefully	  monitor	  the	  criteria	  for	  making	  people	  professors	  in	  our	  universities.	  The	  
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quality	  of	  professors	  we	  are	  seeing	  these	  days,	  and	  the	  quality	  of	  their	  academic	  
performance	  and	  professional	  contribution	  in	  their	  field	  of	  specialization	  leaves	  so	  
much	  to	  be	  desired.	  

SECURITY:	  
The	   rate	   of	   kidnapping,	   broad-‐day	   and	   unchallenged	   robbery	   of	   banks	   and	  
individuals	   by	   armed	   robbers	   demand	   very	   urgent	   action.	   A	   country	   that	   is	  
yearning	  to	  woo	  foreign	  investors	  where	  there	  is	  a	  near	  total	  collapse	  of	  security	  
is	   only	   day-‐dreaming.	   Our	   security	   agencies	   should	   rise	   to	   this	   challenge.	   The	  
government	   should	   also	   provide	   the	   law	   enforcement	   agents	   with	   the	  modern	  
and	   current	   logistics	   needed	   to	   confront	   these	   hoodlums	   and	   agents	   of	  
destruction.	   The	   welfare	   of	   the	   Nigerian	   police	   officers	   should	   be	  meaningfully	  
looked	  into.	  The	  insecurity	  of	  lives	  and	  property	  of	  Christians	  in	  the	  North	  should	  
be	  addressed	  transparently	  by	  the	  government.	  

POLITICS:	  
It	   is	   a	   very	   big	   embarrassment	   to	   Nigerians	   that	   politicians	   who	   have	   not	  
completed	  their	  current	  tenure	  in	  office	  have	  started	  campaigning	  for	  2011.	  This	  
is	   a	   very	   big	   distraction.	   Let	   these	   politicians	   use	   this	   period	   to	   concentrate	   on	  
what	   to	   do	   in	   order	   to	   affect	   the	   lives	   of	   the	  masses	   positively.	  	   Politicians	   are	  
advised	   to	  play	   the	   game	  of	   politics	   according	   to	   the	   rules.	   Violence,	   politics	   of	  
calumny,	   and	   destruction	   of	   lives	   and	   property	   are	   not	   only	   undemocratic,	   but	  
	  very	  primitive.	  INEC	  should	  brace	  up	  to	  the	  challenge	  of	  conducting	  credible,	  free	  
and	   fair	   election.	   The	   number	   of	   governorship	   elections	   nullified	   by	   Election	  
tribunals	  and	  Law	  Courts	  ought	  to	  be	  a	  big	  poser	  to	  INEC	  generally.	  

Again,	  the	  development	  in	  which	  after	  one	  year	  or	  more,	  electoral	  cases	  are	  still	  
pending	  in	  Courts	  and	  tribunals	  does	  not	  augur	  well	  for	  democracy	  in	  our	  country.	  
The	   judiciary	   in	   any	   case	   needs	   to	   be	   commended	   for	   the	   brevity	   and	  
commitment	  displayed	  in	  handling	  electoral	  cases.	  We	  salute	  their	  forthrightness	  
and	  uprightness.	  

	  	  

THE	  THEME	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  Choose	  you	  this	  day	  whom	  you	  will	  serve	  –	  Joshua	  
24:14.	  
Joshua	  as	  we	  all	  know	  was	  chosen	  by	  God	  to	  succeed	  Moses	  as	  the	  leader	  of	  His	  
people	  Israel	  who	  eventually	  brought	  them	  into	  the	  promise	  land	  of	  Canaan	  and	  
allotted	   lands	   to	   families	   and	   tribes	   (Joshua	   1:1-‐2).	   Joshua	  was	   one	   leader	  who	  
was	  in	  a	  better	  position	  to	  admonish,	  rebuke,	  direct,	  and	  speak	  to	  the	  people	  of	  
Israel	  with	  a	  very	  high	   level	  of	   certainty	  and	  convictions.	  The	   reason	  he	   is	  most	  
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suited	   is	   that	   he	   walked	   very	   closely	   with	   his	   master	   and	  mentor	  Moses	   for	   a	  
relatively	   long	   time	   before	   the	   mantle	   of	   leadership	   fell	   on	   him.	   He	   knew	   the	  
Israelites,	  who	  are	  his	  Kinsmen	  and	  associates	  very	  well.	  He	  quite	  experienced	  the	  
fluctuating	   and	   unimpressive	   loyalty	   and	   obedience	   they	   exhibited	   in	   the	  
wilderness	  towards	  God	  despite	  the	  glorious	  and	  awesome	  deliverances,	  miracles,	  
favour	  and	  care	  God	  gave	  and	  showered	  on	  them.	  They	  were	  always	  inconsistent	  
and	   unreliable	   in	   keeping	   God's	   laws,	   statutes,	   ordinances	   and	   precepts.	   They	  
kept	  on	  breaking	  the	  covenant	  of	  undivided	  loyalty	  and	  monotheism	  which	  they	  
had	   with	   God.	   Spiritual	   prostitution;	   syncretism,	   outright	   idol	   worship,	   ungodly	  
marriage	   alliance;	   and	   very	   offensive	   cultural	   interpolation	   and	   romance	   were	  
characteristic	  of	  the	  Israelites.	  These	  unwholesome	  and	  untrustworthy	  attributes	  
and	  attitudes	  informed	  the	  content	  and	  direction	  of	  Joshua's	  valedictory	  speech,	  
charge	  or	  sermon	  to	  the	  Israelites	  in	  Chapter	  23	  and	  24.	  	  At	  this	  point,	  Joshua	  was	  
old	  and	  advanced	  in	  age	  being	  one	  hundred	  and	  ten	  years	  old.	  (Joshua	  23:1-‐2).	  He	  
summoned	  all	  the	  twelve	  tribes	  of	   Israel	  through	  their	  elders,	  heads,	   judges	  and	  
officers	  at	  Shechem.	  

In	  the	  presence	  of	  all,	  he	  rehearsed	  their	  walk	  and	  dealings	  with	  God.	  The	  battles	  
He	   fought	   for	   them,	  and	  how	  He	  miraculously	  brought	  them	  to	  Canaan.	  He	  also	  
reminded	   them	   of	   God's	   instruction,	   concerning	   their	   relationship	   and	   level	   of	  
interaction	  with	   the	   inhabitants	   of	   Canaan.	   It	   was	   in	  the	   bid	   to	   reawaken	   their	  
spiritual	  consciousness	  in	  following	  God,	  that	  he	  made	  the	  charge	  that	  formed	  the	  
theme	  of	  our	  synod	  	  this	  year	  thus:	  	  

“Now	  therefore;	  fear	  the	  Lord,	  serve	  Him	  in	  sincerity	  and	  
	  in	  truth,	  and	  put	  away	  the	  gods	  which	  your	  fathers	  served	  
	  on	  the	  other	  side	  of	  the	  river	  and	  in	  Egypt.	  Serve	  the	  Lord!	  	  
	  And	  if	  it	  seems	  evil	  to	  you	  to	  serve	  the	  Lord,	  chose	  for	  
	  yourselves	  this	  day	  whom	  you	  will	  serve,	  whether	  the	  	  
gods	  which	  your	  fathers	  served	  that	  were	  on	  the	  other	  	  
side	  of	  the	  river,	  or	  the	  gods	  of	  the	  Amorites,	  in	  whose	  
	  land	  you	  dwell.	  But	  as	  for	  me	  and	  my	  house,	  we	  will	  
	  serve	  the	  LORD.”	  (Joshua	  24:14-‐15)	  
	  

WHY	  THE	  REQUEST	  FOR	  WORSHIP	  CHOICE?	  

	  
The	   request	  which	   Joshua	  made	  asking	   the	   Israelites	   to	  chose	  whom	  to	  serve	   is	  
very	  significant	  for	  the	  people.	  Having	  experienced	  the	  deeds	  and	  mercies	  of	  the	  
Almighty	  God,	   and	   the	   activities	   of	   the	   gods	   of	   the	   surrounding	   nations,	   it	  was	  
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very	   necessary	   for	   them	   to	   decide	   whom	   to	   serve.	   He	   also	   laid	   bare	   how	  
awesome,	   jealous,	   holy,	   great,	   and	   uncomprising	   their	   GOD	   is,	   they	   needed	   to	  
make	  a	  meticulous,	  very	  careful	  and	  conscious	  cum	  informed	  decision	  whether	  or	  
not	  to	  follow	  or	  serve	  him.	  When	  the	  people	  in	  Joshua	  24:16-‐18	  hastily	  declared	  
that	  they	  would	  serve	  the	  LORD	  their	  GOD	  who	  had	  done	  so	  many	  wonderful	  and	  
marvelous	  things	  for	  their	  forefathers	  and	  themselves;	  Joshua	  did	  not	  waste	  time	  
in	  retorting,	  “You	  cannot	  serve	  the	  LORD,	  for	  He	  is	  a	  holy	  God.	  He	  is	  a	  jealous	  God;	  
He	  will	  not	  forgive	  your	  transgressions	  nor	  your	  sins	  (Joshua	  24:19).	  

Joshua	   really	   understood	   the	  people	   and	   their	   spiritual	   flexibility.	   Therefore,	   he	  
was	  quite	  in	  doubt	  if	  they	  would	  behave	  differently	  after	  his	  death.	  In	  the	  worship	  
of	   God,	   we	   ought	   to	   know	   who	   this	   God	   is,	   His	   dos	   and	   don'ts,	   His	   likes	   and	  
dislikes,	  and	  above	  all,	  His	  nature	  and	  attributes.	  One	  cannot	   serve	  who	  he/she	  
does	  not	  know	  either	  his	  personality	  or	  his	  demands	  and	  expectation.	  If	  someone	  
eventually	  decides	   to	  serve	  whom	  he	  does	  not	  know,	   the	   likelihood	  will	  be	   that	  
you	  will	  be	  serving	  wrongly,	  or	  even	  offending	  him	  in	  the	  course	  of	  the	  so	  called	  
service.	  

	  

THE	  THEME	  AND	  US	  

	  
If	   there	   is	   anytime	   the	   church	   and	   Christians	   should	   be	   confronted	   with	   the	  
demand	  of	  the	  theme	  of	  our	  Synod,	  it	  is	  now.	  Choose	  you	  this	  day	  whom	  you	  shall	  
serve.	  The	  twenty-‐first	  century	  Christianity	  is	  characterized	  by	  idolatry	  baptized	  as	  
cultural	  values	  and	  practices.	  After	  one	  hundred	  and	  fifty	  years	  of	  the	  coming	  of	  
Christianity	   to	  us	   in	   Igboland,	   the	  battle	  between	  the	  Christian	   faith	  and	  culture	  
still	   rages	   greatly.	   I	   think	   that	   the	   time	   to	   decide	   concretely	   those	   aspects	   of	  
culture	   that	   need	   to	   be	   completely	   expunged	   in	   order	   to	   allow	   the	   light	   of	   the	  
Gospel	   to	   shine	   and	   radiate	   the	  way	   it	   ought	   to	   is	   now.	   In	  Matthew	  Chapter	   5	  
verse	  14	  and	  16,	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  says	  “	  You	  are	  the	  light	  of	  the	  world.	  A	  city	  
of	  that	  is	  set	  on	  a	  hill	  cannot	  be	  hidden.	  Let	  your	  light	  so	  shine	  before	  men,	  that	  
they	  may	  see	  your	  good	  works	  and	  glorify	  your	  Father	  in	  heaven.”	  

Today,	  instead	  of	  shinning	  to	  show	  the	  people	  of	  the	  world	  who	  are	  grappling	  in	  
darkness,	  we	  confuse	  them	  the	  more	  by	  blending	  the	  gospel	  with	  idolatory.	  Who	  
are	  we	  serving	  when	  some	  of	  us	  have	  gone	  to	  shrines	  and	  deities	  to	  swear	  oaths	  
and	  enter	  into	  covenants?	  Others	  sue	  their	  fellow	  Christians	  or	  church	  members,	  
or	  even	  non-‐members	   in	   shrine	  courts	   so	  as	   to	   settle	  either	   land	  case,	  business	  
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misunderstand,	   or	   even	   village	   squabbles.	   If	   you	   are	   involved	   in	   this	   act	   in	  
whatever	  form,	  you	  are	  required	  to	  choose	  from	  today	  whom	  you	  will	  serve.	  

There	  are	  still	  some	  of	  us	  who	  patronize	  native	  and	  witch	  doctors	  for	  protective	  
charms,	  or	  for	  solutions	  to	  one	  problem	  or	  the	  other.	  Yet	  others	  belong	  to	  secret	  
cults	  or	  other	  ocultic	  groups.	  Some	  are	  sponsors	  of	  masquerade	  cult	  and	  activities	  
in	  their	  various	  towns	  and	  villages,	  even	  with	  some	  dignified	  church	  titles	  given	  to	  
them.	   It	   is	  no	  more	  an	  embarrassment	   to	   some	  of	  us	   to	   see	  our	  members	  who	  
boldly	  place	  Ogboni,	  Eckankar,	  Amorc,	  Grail	  Movement,	  Free	  Masons	  etc	  stickers	  
on	   their	   vehicles	   while	   they	   still	   worship	   with	   us	   in	   our	   various	   parishes,	  
Archdeaconries	   and	   Dioceses.	   Consider	   once	   again	   the	   theme	   of	   this	   Synod,	  
choose	   you	   this	   day	   whom	   you	   shall	   serve.	   Syncretism	   is	   the	   combining	   and	  
blending	  of	  two	  or	  more	  religious	  beliefs	  and	  make	  it	  to	  agree	  to	  become	  one	  and	  
also	  acceptable.	  

We	   are	   very	   syncretic	   in	   our	   belief	   system.	   God	   will	   always	   tell	   the	   Israelites	  
through	  Elijah	  the	  prophet,	  for	  how	  long	  will	  you	  dangle	  between	  two	  opinions,	  if	  
baal	  is	  god	  follow	  him;	  if	  God	  is	  God	  follow	  him”	  (1Kings	  18:21).	  There	  is	  no	  iota	  of	  
compromise	  in	  serving	  the	  Almighty	  God.	  Romans	  Chapter	  12	  verse	  2	  states	  “And	  
do	  not	  be	  conformed	  to	  this	  world,	  but	  be	  transformed	  by	  the	  renewing	  of	  your	  
mind,	   that	   you	  may	  prove	  what	   is	   that	   good	  and	  acceptable	  and	  perfect	  will	   of	  
God.”	  	   In	  one	  of	  his	  books,	  one	  of	   the	  respected	  preachers	  and	  author	  by	  name	  
John	  White	  asked	  some	  questions	  that	  border	  on	  what	  we	  are	  discussing	  thus:	  To	  
what	  intent	  should	  my	  Christian	  faith	  incorporate	  cultural	  values?	  To	  what	  extent	  
and	  in	  what	  ways	  can	  I	  and	  should	  I	  differ	  from	  my	  culture?	  Where	  do	  Christ	  and	  
my	   culture	   blend	   naturally?	  Where	   do	   they	   conflict?	  What	  we	   erroneously	   call	  
‘cultural	  revival'	  is	  when	  looked	  at	  from	  the	  eye	  of	  Christ	  and	  the	  Holy	  Scriptures	  
is	  pure	  idolatry.	  

Let	  us	   look	  a	  bit	  more	   inwardly	   into	  the	  church	  of	   today	  and	  know	  whether	  the	  
theme	   of	   our	   synod	   has	   any	   message	   and	   relevance	   to	   the	   church.	   Matthew	  
Chapter	  6	  verse	  24	  says	  “	  No	  one	  can	  serve	  two	  masters;	  either	  he	  will	  hate	  the	  
one	  and	  love	  the	  other;	  or	  else	  he	  will	  be	  loyal	  to	  the	  one	  and	  despise	  the	  other.	  
YOU	   CANNOT	   SERVE	   GOD	   AND	   MAMMON.”	  	   Mammon	   is	   the	   god	   or	   spirit	  
responsible	   for	   material	   acquisition,	   wealth,	   worldly	   possessions.	   I'm	   obviously	  
afraid	   that	   the	   present	   day	   church	   and	   pastors,	   preachers,	   and	   church	   leaders	  
have	   abandoned	   the	  mission	   and	  message	   of	   the	   church	   which	   our	   Lord	   Jesus	  
Christ	  instituted	  in	  pursuit	  of	  money	  and	  wealth.	  We	  can	  compromise	  the	  gospel	  
to	  any	  extent	  in	  order	  to	  raise	  fund.	  We	  can	  give	  any	  type	  of	  people	  any	  Christian	  
title	   so	   far	   they	   can	   give	  money	   to	   the	   church.	  We	   can	   thwart	   the	   truth	  of	   the	  
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word	   of	   God	   whenever	   it	   affects	   the	   rich	   and	   the	   wealthy	   in	   the	   church.	   The	  
church	  is	  making	  very	  frantic	  efforts	  to	  become	  financially	  viable	  and	  powerful.	  

Every	   Crusade,	   Revival,	   Retreat	   programmes	   today	   must	   virtually	   end	   up	   with	  
heavy	   fund	  raising,	   launching,	  donation	  or	  put	  spiritually	  “sowing	  seed	  of	   faith”.	  
Sinners	  and	  the	  poor	  are	  made	  to	  pay	  for	  the	  gospel	  they	  hear.	  We	  measure	  the	  
success	  of	  any	  programmes	  in	  the	  church	  not	  by	  the	  number	  of	  converts	  made	  or	  
lives	   transformed,	   but	   the	   amount	   of	  money	   realized	   in	   such	   programmes.	   The	  
pertinent	  question	  here	  remains;	  when	  we	  do	  these	  things	  in	  the	  church	  of	  God,	  
whom	  do	  we	  think	  we	  are	  serving?	  God	  or	  mammon?	  Who	  are	  we	  serving	  when	  
almost	   everything	  we	   do	   in	   the	   church	   today	   are	   tailored	   towards	  winning	   the	  
approval	  and	  acceptance	  of	  the	  world	  –	  our	  sermons,	  our	  gospel	  music,	  our	  dress	  
code,	  our	  marriage	  pattern,	  our	  attitude	  in	  taking	  examinations?	  

God	   is	  Spirit,	  and	  those	  who	  worship	  Him	  must	  worship	  Him	  in	  Spirit	  and	  Truth.	  
(John.	  4:24).	  As	  obedient	  children	  not	  conforming	  yourselves	  to	  the	  former	  lusts,	  
as	  in	  your	  ignorance,	  but	  as	  He	  who	  called	  you	  is	  holy,	  you	  also	  be	  holy	  in	  all	  your	  
conduct,	  because	  it	  is	  written,	  “Be	  holy,	  for	  I	  am	  holy.”	  (1Peter	  1:14-‐16).	  

My	   dear	   people	   of	   God,	   None	   of	   us	   can	   say	   that	  we	   have	   chosen	   to	   serve	   the	  
LORD	   until	  we	   decide	   to	  worship	  Him	   the	  way	  He	  wants,	   and	   not,	   the	  way	  we	  
want.	  God	  is	  His	  own	  interpreter.	  Until	  we	  all	  allow	  Him	  to	  interpret	  Himself	  and	  
His	  way	  to	  us,	  we	  cannot	  claim	  to	  have	  decided	  to	  serve	  the	  LORD	  our	  GOD.	  

ADDENDUM	  AND	  CONCLUSION	  

	  
As	  we	  come	  to	  conclude	  this	  address,	  it	  is	  very	  important	  to	  note	  that	  during	  our	  
meeting	  with	  the	  noble	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  of	  this	  Diocese,	  we	  agreed	  to	  appoint	  
some	  leaders	  for	  the	  Diocese	  Council	  of	  Knights	  for	  effective	  running	  of	  the	  affairs	  
of	  that	  body.	  Therefore,	   in	  keeping	  with	  that	  promise,	  the	  following	  key	  officers	  
have	  been	  prayerfully	  appointed:	  

	  
President,	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  Knights	  –	  Dr.	  Sir	  Eddy	  Agbasimelo	  
Vice	  President,	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  Knights	  –	  Sir	  Joshua	  Mkparu	  
Secretary,	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  Knights	  –	  Sir	  Joe	  Atuchukwu	  

It	   is	   our	   prayer	   that	   these	   great	   and	   experienced	  men	  will	   use	   their	   wealth	   of	  
experience	  and	  exposure	  to	  kick-‐start	  and	  pilot	  the	  affairs	  of	  the	  council	  to	  a	  very	  
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enviable	  height.	   It	   is	  now	  their	  duty	   to	  arrange	  and	  elect	   in	   their	  meeting	  other	  
officers	  to	  form	  the	  executive	  committee	  members	  of	  the	  Council.	  

	  	  

OUR	  NEEDS,	  AND	  APPEAL:	  

	  
It	   is	   unarguably	   an	   obvious	   fact	   that	   this	   is	   a	   very	   young	   Diocese,	   infact	   the	  
youngest	   Diocese	   in	   the	   Province	   of	   the	   Niger.	   Many	   teething	   problems	  
traditionally	   are	   confronting	   her.	   We	   therefore	   passionately	   appeal	   to	   all	   and	  
sundry	   to	   join	  hands	  with	   to	  nurture	   this	  baby.	   The	  Diocese	  urgently	  needs	   the	  
following:-‐	  
1.	   100	   KVA	   sound-‐proofs	   Generator:	   The	   bishop	   since	   his	   arrival	   on	   25th	   of	  
December,	  2008	  has	  been	  managing	  his	  personal	  7KVA	  Generator	  which	  does	  not	  
light	  the	  Bishops	  court	  let	  alone	  carrying	  the	  electrical	  appliances.	  

	  
2.	  A	   three	   storey	  building	  as	  Hostel	  Accommodation	   for	  our	  Holy	  Child	  Convent	  
Amichi.	   It	   is	  our	  burning	  desire	   to	  make	  this	  convent	  one	  of	   the	  best	   in	  Nigeria.	  
We	   cannot	   achieve	   this	   without	   having	   very	   strong	   and	   modern	   building	  
structures.	  

	  
3.	  A	  brand	  new	  (Hummer)	  Bus	  to	  augment	  the	  Bishop's	  car	  in	  order	  to	  extend	  the	  
lifespan	  of	   that	  car.	   If	   that	  car	   is	  over-‐stressed	  and	  over-‐worked,	   it	  will	  not	   last.	  
The	   Bishop's	   office	   needs	   such	   a	   bus	   for	   movements	   into	   interior	   parts	   of	   our	  
Diocese,	  and	  other	  travels.	  

	  
4.Inter-‐locking	   and	   completion	   of	   the	   Bishop's	   Court.	   This	   needs	   very	   urgent	  
attention	  because	  since	  the	  rains	  set	  in,	  it	  has	  been	  a	  very	  unpleasant	  experience	  
for	  the	  Bishop	  and	  his	  family.	  This	  is	  because	  they	  must	  keep	  vigil	  at	  night	  if	   it	   is	  
raining	  so	  as	  to	  fight	  flood	  from	  moving	  into	  the	  living	  rooms.	  

	  
5.	  We	  need	  a	  very	  modern	  Diocesan	  secretariat	  complex.	  

	  
6.	  It	  is	  our	  heart	  desire	  to	  have	  a	  standard	  Hospital	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  We	  therefore	  
appeal	  to	  those	  of	  you	  who	  have	  connections	  within	  and	  outside	  this	  country	  to	  
please	  assist	  us	  in	  equipping	  this	  hospital.	  
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There	  are	  so	  many	  needs	  but	   I	  know	  that	  we	  cannot	  do	  everything	   in	  one	  year.	  
The	  ones	  mentioned	  now	  are	   the	  ones	   that	  need	  urgent	  attention.	  Once	  again,	  
we	  ask	  you	  to	  sacrificially	  partner	  with	  us	   in	  meeting	   these	  needs.	  We	  have	  the	  
people	  who	  can	  do	  it,	  and	  like	  Obama	  will	  say	  “Yes	  We	  Can”.	  

In	  conclusion,	  may	  we	  thank	  all	  who	  in	  one	  way	  or	  the	  other	  has	  made	  this	  Synod	  
a	   success	  especially,	   St.	   Stephen's	  Parish,	  Osumenyi.	  We	   thank	   the	  Chairman	  of	  
the	  Local	  Organizing	  Committee,	  Bro.	  Boniface	  Ekenonu,	  and	  his	   team,	   the	  Ven.	  
E.C.	   Nnoli	   and	   wife	   and	   his	   team	   of	   church	   workers	   in	   the	   Parish,	   Chairman	  
Diocesan	   Synod	   Planning	   Committee,	   Hon.	   C.I.	   Nwosu	   and	   others	   who	   worked	  
assiduously	   behind	   the	   scene.	   The	   Synod	   secretariat	   needs	   to	   be	   commended	  
also.	  And	   to	  all	  of	  us,	  we	  pray	   that	   the	  good	  LORD	  will	   continue	   to	  bless	  you	   in	  
Jesus	  Christ	  Name,	  Amen.	  

And	  to	  my	  dear	  people	  of	  Osumenyi,	  let	  met	  remind	  you	  even	  though	  you	  know	  
it,	  that	  this	  town	  is	  a	  great	  town,	  and	  God	  has	  blessed	  you	  tremendously.	  	  Let	  us	  
chose	   to	   sacrifice	   our	   ego	   and	   differences	   in	   order	   to	  move	   our	   town	   forward.	  
Forgiveness	  and	  forbearance	  are	  the	  marks	  of	  a	  true	  disciple	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  It	  is	  
time	  to	  move	  forward.	  We	  have	  been	  on	  this	  mountain	  for	  too	  long.	  

We	  have	  decided	  to	  lift	  the	  Bible	  far	  and	  above	  every	  human	  being,	  ideology	  and	  
culture	  in	  this	  Diocese	  and	  we	  cannot	  go	  back.	  We	  have	  chosen	  to	  serve	  the	  LORD	  
with	   all	   our	   hearts.	   May	   the	   Almighty	   God	   continue	   to	   bless	   all	   of	   you	  
wonderfully.	  	  
Thank	  you	  so	  much	  for	  your	  patient	  listening.	  “Chose	  you	  this	  day	  whom	  you	  will	  
serve”.	  

	  +Ephraim	  Amichi	  
June	  2009.	  
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BISHOP'S	  PRESIDENTIAL	  ADDRESS	  

Delivered	  to	  the	  

SECOND	  SESSION	  OF	  THE	  FIRST	  SYNOD	  

@	  

The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  

On	  Friday	  11th	  June,	  2010	  

By	  

	  

His	  Lordship,	  

THE	  RT.	  REV'D	  EPHRAIM.	  O.	  IKEAKOR.	  JP	  

Bishop,	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi.	  

	  

THEME:	  “	  THE	  CHURCH,	  THE	  BIBLE,	  AND	  THE	  TRADITIONS	  OF	  MEN	  -‐	  WHICH	  
WAY”?	  

Your	  Excellency,	  The	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  
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Your	  Graces	  and	  My	  Lord	  Bishops,	  

Your	  Royal	  Highnesses,	  

My	  Lord,	  the	  Chancellor,	  

My	  Lord,	  the	  Deputy	  Chancellor,	  

The	  Registrar,	  and	  other	  Legal	  Officers,	  

The	  President,	  Women	  Ministries	  of	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi,	  

Diocesan	  Officials,	  

Brethren	  of	  the	  Clergy	  and	  Wives,	  

Gallant	  Knights	  and	  Ladies,	  

The	  Respected	  Lay	  People	  of	  God,	  

Distinguished	  Guests	  /	  Special	  Invitees,	  

Gentlemen	  of	  the	  Press,	  

Ladies	  and	  Gentlemen.	  

	  	  

	  	  

I	  joyfully	  welcome	  you	  all	  to	  the	  Second	  Session	  of	  the	  first	  Synod	  of	  the	  Diocese	  
of	   Amichi	   holding	   here	   at	   this	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   By	   the	  
special	   Grace	   of	   God,	   since	   our	   last	   Synod	   that	   is,	   the	   First	   session	   of	   the	   first	  
Synod,	   so	   many	   wonderful	   things	   have	   happened	   in	   our	   young	   Diocese.	  	   God	  
really	  has	  been	  very	   faithful	   to	  us	  as	  a	  diocese.	  	  We	  have	  gathered	   to	  x-‐ray	  and	  
evaluate	  what	  the	  Lord	  has	  enabled	  us	  to	  do	  in	  the	  last	  one	  year,	  and	  also	  to	  chart	  
a	  new	  course	  for	  the	  Diocese	  in	  the	  years	  ahead.	  

	  	  

It	   is	  my	  driving	  desire	  to	   let	  us	  know	  that	  we	  will	   try	  as	  much	  as	  possible	  not	  to	  
make	  our	  Synod	  a	  mere	  routine	  gathering	  every	  year.	  Rather	  as	  the	  Lord	  lives,	  we	  
will	   prayerfully	  handle	  and	  discuss	   themes	  and	   topics	   that	  will	   impart	  positively	  
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and	  practically	  in	  the	  life	  of	  our	  Diocese	  so	  as	  to	  make	  the	  church	  of	  God	  and	  the	  
people	  of	  God	  what	  they	  are	  supposed	  to	  be	  in	  this	  age	  and	  generation.	  	  It	  is	  with	  
the	  view	  to	  achieving	  the	  above	  result	  that	  we	  have	  invited	  seasoned,	  tested	  and	  
reliable	  servants	  of	  God	  to	  preach	  the	  Synod	  sermons,	  and	  take	  the	  Synod	  Bible	  
Study.	  

OUR	  GUEST	  PREACHER:	  

May	   I	   at	   this	   juncture	   with	   your	   support	   and	   permission	   welcome	   our	   Synod	  
Preacher,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd,	   and	  Mrs	   Sam.	   Chukwuka.	   Bishop	   Chukwuka	   hails	   from	  
Nnobi,	  in	  the	  Diocese	  on	  the	  Niger.	  To	  my	  mind,	  Bishop	  Chukwuka	  is	  a	  household	  
name	  as	  far	  as	  Evangelicalism	  and	  Preaching	  the	  unadulterated	  Gospel	  of	  Christ	  is	  
concerned.	  	   He	   is	   the	   Bishop	   of	   Anglican	   Diocese	   of	   Isuikwuato	   /	   Umunneochi	  
Diocese	   in	  Abia	  State.	  He	   is	  an	   inspiring	  and	  versatile	  National	  and	   International	  
Conference,	  Crusade	  and	  Seminar	  Speaker.	  	  To	  the	  Glory	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God,	  the	  
story	  and	  history	  of	  Evangelical	  Fellowship	  in	  the	  Anglican	  Communion	  (EFAC)	   in	  
Nigeria	  cannot	  be	  complete	  without	  mentioning	  his	  name	  and	  the	  significant	  roles	  
he	  played	  and	  is	  still	  playing	  today.	  Through	  his	  ministry	  and	  encouragement,	  so	  
many	   young	   people	   did	   not	   leave	   the	   Anglican	   Church	   after	   their	   conversion.	  	  
Young	  Anglican	  Crusaders	  (YAC)	  is	  his	  brainchild.	  The	  Scripture	  Union	  cannot	  also	  
forget	  this	  servant	  of	  God	   in	  a	  haste.	  Writing	  about	  Bishop	  Chukwuka	  Samuel	   in	  
detail	  and	  his	  contribution	  to	  the	  Anglican	  Revival,	  and	  Evangelization	  will	  without	  
doubt	  take	  large	  chunk	  of	  this	  address.	  He	  is	  married	  to	  Mrs	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Chukwuka	  
and	  they	  are	  blessed	  with	  wonderful	  children.	  You	  are	  welcome	  Sir.	  

OUR	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  LEADER:	  

There	  is	  this	  Igbo	  adage	  with	  says	  “Ofeke	  amaghi	  na	  nwanneya	  bu	  obia.”	  That	  is	  to	  
say	   that	   “it	   is	   a	   fool	   that	   does	   not	   know	   that	   his	   relative	   is	   a	   special	   guest.”	  	   I	  
refuse	  to	  be	  that	  fool.	  	  That	  is	  why	  I	  heartily	  welcome	  our	  Bible	  Study	  Facilitator	  
and	  Leader,	  The	  Ven.	  Ephraim	  O.	  Umeh.	  	  Ven.	  Umeh	  is	  the	  Archdeacon	  of	  Ezinifite	  
Archdeaconry	   of	   this	   Diocese.	  	   He	   hails	   from	  Uga	   in	   Aguata	  	   Local	   Government	  
Area	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  	  Ven	  Ephraim	  Umeh	  is	  another	  teacher	  and	  expositor	  of	  
the	  Word	  of	  God.	  	  He	  is	  also	  an	  acclaimed	  conference	  and	  seminar	  speaker.	  	  He	  is	  
among	  those	  we	  know	  as	   fathers	  and	  elders	   in	  the	  Christian	  faith	   in	  this	  part	  of	  
the	   world.	  	   He	   has	   led	   so	   many	   Christian	   bodies	   like	   EFAC,	   Full	   Gospel	  
Businessmen's	   Fellowship	   International,	   and	   Scripture	  Union.	  God	  has	   used	   this	  
man	  of	  God	  to	  raise	  so	  many	  preachers	  and	  teachers	  of	  God's	  word	  today.	  Ven.	  
E.O.	   Umeh	   is	   married	   to	   Mrs	   Chinyere	   Umeh	   and	   they	   are	   also	   blessed	   with	  
children.	  
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VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

A	  BRIEF	  HISTORY	  OF	  CATHEDRAL	  CHURCH	  OF	  ST.	  ANDREW,	  AMICHI	  AS	  

AT	  2010.	  AD:	  

The	  earliest	  enthusiasts	   to	  embrace	  Christianity	   in	  Amichi	  did	   so	   in	  1909.	  They	  
were	   led	   by	   Okafor	   Aguzie	   (later	   Christened	   Abraham	   Aguzie)	   to	   St.	  Mary's	  
Anglican	  Church,	  Uruagu	  Nnewi.	  Some	  of	  the	  other	  early	  converts	  were	  

Okoli	  Ezike	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  later	  Christened	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Peter	  Ezike;	  

Okeke	  Okonkwo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  later	  Christened	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  James	  Okonkwo	  

Eke-‐erebe	  Onyekonwu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  later	  Christened	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  David	  Onyekonwu	  

Ekemezie	  Igwebuike	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  later	  Christened	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Richard	  Igwebuike	  

Nwike	  Onyeorie	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  later	  Christened	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Joseph	  Onyeorie	  

Other	   converts	  who	  were	   not	   yet	   baptized	   before	   these	   converts	   returned	   to	  
Amichi	   in	  1911	  to	  be	  holding	  regular	  church	  activities	  were	  Umeanuludu	  Ezike-‐
lgboekwe,	   Ajajiafor	   Nzukwe,	   Okwumuo	   Okafor,	   and	   two	   women-‐Akuezuonu	  
and	  Nwanyiorie.	  Their	  first	  place	  of	  worship	  on	  their	  return	  was	  in	  the	  house	  
of	  their	  leader,	  Abraham	  Aguzie	  of	  Ebenator	  Udene	  Amichi	  in	  1911.	  From	  there,	  
the	  evangelization	  of	  our	  neighbourhood	  started	  to	  spread	  first	  to	  Osumenyi	  in	  
1912,	   Ezinifite	   in	   1913	   and,	   Akwaihedi	   and	   Utuh	   in	   1914,	   Ebenator	   and	  
Ekwulumili	   in	   1915	   and	  Unubi	   in	   1920.	   In	   Amichi,	   1913	   saw	   the	   posting	   of	  
the	  first	  Church	  Teacher,	  Mr	  Moses	  Udemezue	  from	  Edoji	  Uruagu	  Nnewi	  and	  
the	  erection	  of	  the	  first	  Church	  Building.	  

The	   first	   in-‐take	   into	   our	   first	   CMS	   School	   was	   in	   the	   same	   1913.	   One	   of	   the	  
earliest	  adult	  "pupils"	  of	  the	  first	  school	  was	  Moses	  Ntika	  who	  later	  turned	  out	  
to	   be	   the	   first	   indigenous	   church	   and	   school	   teacher	   produced	   by	   the	   CMS	   in	  
Amichi.	   The	   church	   was	   dedicated	   and	   named	   St.	   Andrew's	   Church	   in	   the	  
year	  1916	  when	  Mr	  Jeremiah	  Efobi	  was	  the	  church	  teacher.	  

In	  1917,	  the	  first	  resident	  church	  teacher	  named	  Nathaniel	  Okonkwo	  of	  Uruagu	  
Nnewi,	   was	   posted	   to	   Amichi.	   All	   Saints	   Church,	   Ogbodi	   was	   founded	   in	   the	  
valleys	  of	  Ochi	  stream	  in	  1949.	  The	  Anglican	  Church	  scaled	  through	  many	  hurdles	  
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placed	  on	  her	  way	  by	   the	   irate	  pagans.	  St.	  Andrew's	  Church	  Amichi	  became	  a	  
parish	   in	  1957,	  carved	  out	   from	  St.	  Simon's	  Church,	  Nnobi	  District	   (with	   late	  
Rev	  E.O.	  Ofoma	  of	   blessed	  memory	   from	  Nnewi	   as	   her	   first	   parish	   priest).	  
St.	  Andrew's	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi	  became	  a	  Church	  District	  in	  the	  Diocese	  on	  
the	  Niger	  in	  1962.	  Amichi	  District	  comprised	  of	  nine	  churches	  in	  the	  eight	  towns	  
that	   made	   up	   St.	   Andrew's	   Church	   Amichi,	   Parish	   of	   1957	   namely;	   Amichi,	  
Osumenyi,	  Ezinifite,	  Ekwulumili,	  Unubi,	  Ebenator,	  Akwaihedi	  and	  Utuh.	  

	  	  

St.	  Philip's	  Church	  Eziama	  was	  the	  second	  off	  shoot	  of	  St.	  Andrew's	  Church	  after	  
All	  Saint's	  Church,	  Ogbodi.	  St.	  Philip's	  Church	  was	  first	  founded	  as	  Sunday	  Evening	  
Service	  Centre	  and	  kindergarten	  School	   in	  1954.	  Late	  Revd	  Canon	   I.C.	  Okafor	  up	  
graded	  it	  to	  a	  feeder	  Church	  in	  1978.	  The	  Foundation	  stone	  of	  the	  Church	  was	  laid	  
on	  28th	  March	  1984	  by	  now	  Arch-‐Bishop	  emeritus,	  Most	  Revd	  J.A.	  Onyemelukwe	  
who	   was	   then	   the	   Bishop	   on	   the	   Niger.	   Today,	   St.	   Philip's	   Church	   is	   the	  
Headquarter	   of	   Amichi	   Archdeaconry	   with	   Revd	   Canon	   A.C.	   Igbokwe	   as	   the	  
Administrator.	  

	  	  

The	  third	  child	  of	  St.	  Andrew's	  Church	  is	  St.	  Peter's	  Church	  Amichi.	  It	  was	  named	  
St.	   Peter's	   Church	   in	   1991	   by	   the	   then	   Bishop	   on	   the	   Niger,	   the	   Rt.	   Revd	   J.A.	  
Onyemelukwe.	   The	   first	   Church	   teacher	   posted	   there	   was	   Mr	   Emeka	   Olisa.	   In	  
1998,	  Revd	  E.G.	  Ezumezu	  was	  posted	  as	  the	  first	  priest	  to	  the	  church.	  St.	  Peter's	  
Church,	  Umudim	  Amichi	  is	  today	  the	  headquarters	  of	  Amichi-‐West	  Archdeaconry.	  
Revd	  Canon	  J.C.	  Maduka	  (PhD)	  is	  the	  Archdeaconry	  Administrator.	  

	  	  

Christ	  Church	  (Amichi	  North)	  as	  she	  was	  named	  by	  the	  Lord	  Bishop	  of	  Nnewi,	  the	  
Rt.	   Revd	   G.I.N.	   Okpala	   (J.P)	   was	   a	   feeder	   church	   which	   grew	   and	   had	   her	  
foundation	   stone	   laid	  on	  25th	  April	   2000.	  Her	   first	  priest	  was	  Rev	  E.A.	  Okafor-‐a	  
young	  man	  full	  of	  intelligence	  and	  action.	  Some	  other	  priests	  have	  later	  come	  and	  
gone	  after	  him.	  Today	   the	   church	   is	  blessed	  with	   yet	   another	   young	  man,	  Revd	  
Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka	   who	   is	   power	   packed	   and	   a	   winner.	   He	   makes	  
things	  happen.	  

	  	  

For	  church	  of	  Divine	  Compassion,	  the	  story	  is	  not	  different.	  It	  started	  as	  Ntakara	  
School	   and	   children's	   church	   service	   centre	   in	   the	   fifties.	   In	   furtherance	   of	   the	  
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spirit	  of	  evangelism,	  the	  third	  Archdeacon	  of	  the	  then	  Amichi	  Archdeaconry,	  Ven.	  
J.O.	   Obazie	   approved	   of	   and	   sent	   the	   first	   church	   teacher,	   then	   Mr	   Gabirel	  
Okparakunne	  (now	  a	  priest)	  to	  the	  church.	  

Each	  of	   these	  off	   shoots	  of	   St.	  Andrew's	  Church,	  now	   the	  Cathedral	  Deanery,	   is	  
making	  great	  effort	  in	  the	  evangelical	  and	  structural	  developments	  of	  the	  church.	  

	  	  

The	  application	  by	  St.	  Andrew's	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi	   in	   January,	  1990	  to	  His	  
Lordship,	  Rt.	  Revd	  Dr.	   J.A.	  Onyemelukwe	   for	  an	  Archdeaconry	   status	  had	  a	  very	  
favorable	  response	  which	  led	  to	  the	  creation	  of	  Amichi	  Archdeaconry	  with	  the	  
following	   Districts	   Viz:-‐	   St.	   Andrew's	   District,	   Amichi;	   St.	   Stephen's	   District,	  
Osumenyi;	   St.	   John's	   District,	   Ukpor;	   St.	   Simon's	   District	   Ezinifite;	   St.	   James	  
District,	  Azigbo;	  Immanuel	  Church	  District,	  Ekwulumili;	  and	  later	  Ebenezer	  Church	  
Unubi	  which	  became	  a	  District	  in	  1990.	  St.	  James	  Church	  Azigbo	  was	  hitherto	  
under	  Onitsha	  Archdeaconry	  making	   it	  seven	  Parishes	   in	  the	  new	  Archdeaconry.	  
Revd	   Canon	   L.N.	   Enemuo	   (Ezechizuo)	   who	   was	   the	   superintendent	   of	   St.	  
Andrew's	   District	   was	   named	   the	   Archdeacon	   Designate.	   The	   new	  
Archdeaconry	  was	  inaugurated	  on	  14th	  February,	  1992.	  Ven.	  L.N.	  Enemuo	  served	  
in	  Amichi	  for	  seven	  years	  (1990-‐1996).	  His	  successors	  were	  as	  follows:-‐	  

Ven.	  J.O.	  Uzuegbunam	  	  	  	  	  	  1997	  

Ven.	  J.	  Onye	  Obazie	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1998	  -‐	  2001	  

Ven.	  I.	  I.	  Nwose	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2002	  -‐	  2003	  

Ven.	  S.O.C.	  Onuigbo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2004	  -‐	  2007	  

Ven.	  Sam.	  Anowai	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2008	  

Ven.	  E.O.	  Umeh	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2009	  	  

Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2009	  -‐date	  

The	  building	  of	  our	  famous	  and	  prestigious	  Holy	  Child	  Convent	  was	  started	  by	  
Amichi	  Anglican	  Community	  (AAC)	  in	  mid	  nineties	  and	  later	  handed	  over	  to	  the	  
old	  Diocese	  of	  Nnewi.	  The	  first	  set	  of	  students'	  in-‐take	  reported	  in	  the	  school	  on	  
26th	   September,	   2001.	   It	   had	   about	   one	   hundred	   Students,	   25	   tutorial	   and	  
fifteen	  non-‐tutorial	  staff	  at	  her	  take	  off.	  
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A	  conception	  by	  a	   few	  sons	  of	  St.	  Andrew's	  Church	  to	  work	   for	   the	  creation	  of	  
Amichi	   Diocese	   led	   to	   the	   formation	   of	   Special	   Purpose	   Forum.	   This	   later	  
metamorphosed	   to	   the	   formation	  of	  Diocesan	  Planning	  Committee.	  Although	   the	  
journey	  was	  tough,	  it	  eventually	  yielded	  the	  desired	  result.	  

	  	  

NOTABLE	  EVENTS	  IN	  THE	  DIOCESE	  

	  	  

1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  30Th	  July	  –	  August	  2,	  2009	  	  	  	  	  	  	  –	  First	  Amichi	  Diocesan	  Women	  Conference	  
at	  St.	  Philip's	  C	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Church,	  Eziama	  –	  Amichi	  
2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  5th	  August,	  2009	  –	  Foundation	  Stone	  Laying	  of	  New	  Hostel	  Building	  at	  Holy	  

Child	  Convent,	  Amichi.	  
3.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  15th	  August,	  2009	  –	  Inauguration	  of	  Diocesan	  Laity	  Council	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  

Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  
4.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   30th	   August,	   2009	   –	   Foundation	   Stone	   Laying	   Ceremony	   of	   St.	   Mary's	  

Church,	  Ezinifite.	  
5.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   30th	   August,	   2009	   –	   Foundation	   Stone	   Laying	   Ceremony	   of	   St.	   Mary's	  

Vicarage,	  Ezinifite.	  
6.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  30th	  August,	  2009	  –	  Inauguration	  of	  St.	  Mary's	  Parish,	  Ezinifite	  
7.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  24th	  October,	  2009	  –	  First	  Diocesan	  Music	  Festival	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  

of	  St,	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  
8.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   9th	   November,	   2009	   –	   Amichi	   Diocese	   Clergy	   Retreat	   at	   Ibru	   Centre,	  

Agbarha-‐otor.	  
9.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  21st	  November,	  2009	  –	  Inauguration	  of	  the	  Friends	  of	  Holy	  Child	  Convent,	  

Amichi	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  
10.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  30th	  December,	  2009	  –	  Dedication	  of	  Holy	  Trinity	  Church,	  Utuh	  
11.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  30th	  December	  2009	  –	  Dedication	  of	  Holy	  Trinity	  Vicarage	  Utuh.	  
12.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  3rd	   January,	  2010	  –	   Inauguration	  of	  the	  Friends	  of	  the	  Diocese	  /Bishop	  at	  

St.	  James'	  Church,	  Azigbo.	  
13.	  	  	  	  	  	  	   13th	   February,	   2010	   –	   Amichi	   Diocese	   Clergy	   Wives	   set-‐Apart	   at	   Ibru	  

Centre,	  Agbarha-‐otor.	  
14.	  	  	  	  	  	  	   3rd	   March,	   2010	   –	   Dedication	   of	   Marble	   Pulpit	   of	   Immanuel	   Church,	  

Akwaihedi.	  
15.	  	  	  	  	  	  	   1st	   May,	   2010	   –	   Inauguration	   of	   Anglican	   Boys	   Association	   at	   Ebenezer	  

Anglican	  Church	  Unubi.	  
16.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  30th	  May,	  2010	  –	  Dedication	  of	  Christ	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi.	  
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17.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  30th	  May,	  2010	  –	  Dedication	  of	  Christ	  Church	  Vicarage,	  Amichi.	  	  
	  	  
MAIDEN	  ADVENT	  ORDINATION	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   To	   the	   glory	   of	   the	  Almighty	  God,	   the	  Bishop	  of	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	   The	  Rt.	  
Revd.	  E.O.	  Ikeakor	  (JP)	  in	  his	  first	  ordination	  service	  did	  ordain	  three	  Priests,	  and	  
made	  three	  deacons	  on	  the	  6th	  of	  December,	  2009	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  
Andrew,	  Amichi.	  

	  	  

Those	  Ordained	  Priest	  were:-‐	  
�	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Revd.	  Richard	  Ibeto	  
�	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Revd.	  Samuel	  Nzowu	  
�	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Revd.	  Robinson	  Oguchi	  

	  	  

Those	  made	  deacons	  were”-‐	  
�	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Revd.	  Christian	  Akosa	  
�	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Revd.	  Tochukwu	  Chukwuekezie	  
�	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Revd.	  Paulinus	  Ndukwu	  

	  	  

We	  really	  congratulate	  this	  first	  fruit	  of	  “Achai”	  of	  our	  episcopacy.	  	  We	  commend	  
them	  to	  the	  mercy,	  Grace	  and	  Protection	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God	  for	  a	  very	  fruitful,	  
heaven-‐bound,	  and	  practical	  ministry	   in	   the	  church	  of	  God.	  	  We	  also	  appreciate	  
the	   support,	   encouragement,	   and	   the	   complimentary	   role	   of	   their	   wives	   in	  
carrying	  out	  their	  vocation	  and	  ministry.	  	  We	  charge	  you	  as	  Paul	  did	  in	  Colosians	  
Chapter	  4	  verse	  17	  “And	  say	  to	  Archippus,	  Take	  heed	  to	  the	  ministry	  which	  you	  
have	  received	  in	  the	  Lord,	  that	  you	  fulfill	  it.”	  

	  	  

APPRECIATION	  AND	  SPECIAL	  GRATITUDE	  TO	  SOME	  MEMBERS	  OF	  OUR	  DIOCESE	  
FOR	  SPECIAL	  DONATIONS.	  

We	   are	   highly	   motivated	   and	   encouraged	   solidly	   by	   the	   fact	   that	   in	   every	  
generation,	  God	  will	  always	  raise	  men	  and	  women	  who	  will	  use	  their	  time,	  talents	  
and	  wealth	  in	  doing	  God's	  work	  in	  a	  very	  sacrificial	  and	  committed	  manner.	  
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Within	   this	   one	   year	   of	   our	   existence	   as	   a	   diocese,	   so	   many	   people	   have	  
contributed	   in	  no	   small	  measure	   in	  making	   the	  Diocese	  move	   from	  strength	   to	  	  
strength;	   but	   time	   and	   space	   will	   not	   be	   friendly	   with	   me	   in	   mentioning	  
exhaustively	  all	  the	  people	  who	  have	  contributed	  in	  one	  way	  or	  the	  other	  from	  all	  
the	  churches	   in	   the	  Diocese.	  Permit	  me	  to	  mention	  some	  special	  donations	  and	  
donors	  within	  this	  synod	  year.	  	  Such	  people	  include:	  
1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sir	  &	  Lady	  Emma	  Umeohia	  –	  Used	  his	  survival	  thanksgiving	  service	  from	  a	  

ghastly	  motor	  accident	  to	  raise	  about	  Eight	  million	  (N8m)	  for	  the	  Diocese	  in	  
Lagos.	  

	  	  
2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sir	  &	  Lady	  Israel	  Egwuonwu	  –	  Single-‐handedly	  completed	  the	  building	  of	  a	  

very	   wonderful	   and	   magnificent	   ultra-‐modern	   vicarage	   for	   Holy	   Trinity	  
Church,	  Utuh.	  

	  	  
3.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   High	   Chief	   Sir	   S.N.	   Ukachukwu	   and	   family–	   Redeeming	   their	   pledge	   of	   a	  

brand	   new	   Hummer	   Bus	   to	   the	   Diocese	   at	   the	   cost	   of	   Five	  million	   naira	  
(N5m),	  and	  also	  for	  making	  last	  year's	  Synod	  a	  very	  huge	  success.	  

	  	  
4.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Sir	   &	   Lady	   B.	   Ezekwere	   –	   For	   paying	   for	   a	   piece	   of	   land	   for	   the	   church	  

St.Mary's	  Church,	  Ezinifite	  /	  Diocese	  which	  cost	  one	  million,	  three	  hundred	  
thousand	  naira	  only	  (N1.3m).	  

	  	  
5.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Sir	   &	   Lady	   Joshua	  Mkparu	   –For	   providing	   all	   the	   Hymn	   Books,	   and	  New	  

Holy	   Communion	   Liturgy	   Books	   for	   worship	   in	   the	   Shalom	   Chapel,	  
Bishopscourt	  Amichi.	  

	  	  
6.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sir	  &	  Lady	  Emma	  Okoli	  –	  For	  the	  donation	  of	  One	  million	  naira	  only,	  (N1m)	  

for	  the	  hosting	  of	  this	  Synod,	  and	  some	  very	  valuable	  donations	  he	  may	  not	  
want	  us	  to	  mention	  here.	  

	  	  
7.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Sir	  &	  Lady	  Festus	  Okafor	  –	  For	   sponsoring	   the	   souvenir	   for	   this	   Synod	   to	  

the	  tune	  of	  Six	  Hundred	  and	  Fifty	  Thousand	  naira	  only	  (N650,000).	  
	  	  
8.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sir	  Dr.	  &	  Lady	  U.C.	  Nzewi	  –	  Gave	  the	  Diocese	  one	  Audi	  80	  Car	  to	  be	  given	  to	  

any	  Priest	  at	  Bishop's	  discretion	  to	  aid	  the	  work	  of	  the	  ministry.	  
	  	  
9.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Mr.	   Jonathan	   Okana	   &	   brothers	   –	   Gave	   one	   plot	   of	   land	   to	   Ebenezer	  

Church,	  Unubi.	  
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10.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mr.	  Isaac	  Okafor	  and	  brothers	  –	  Gave	  two	  plots	  of	  land	  which	  are	  together	  

in	  exchange	  of	  the	  other	  one	  plot.	  
	  	  
11.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Unubi	  Anglican	  Community	   –	  A	   large	  expanse	  of	   land	   to	   the	  Diocese	   for	  

citing	  any	  Diocesan	  Project	  especially	  the	  Diocesan	  Seminary.	  
	  	  
12.	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Akurueulo	   Social	   Club,	   Amichi	   –	   They	   have	  willingly	   and	  magnanimously	  

handed	   over	   the	   Akurueulo	   Hospital	   fully	   to	   the	   Diocese	   at	   no	   cost,	   and	  
without	  any	  stringent	  condition.	  

	  	  
13.	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Engr.	   Sir	  &	   Lady	  C.	  O.	  Umeigbo	  –	  He	   facilitated	   the	  installation	  of	   a	   new	  

transformer	  which	  will	   take	  care	  of	   the	  Bishops-‐court,	  Cathedral,	  Convent	  
etc.	  	  

	  	  
RETREATS,	  REVIVALS	  AND	  SPECIAL	  PROGRAMMES	  
By	   the	   special	   and	   enabling	   grace	   of	   God,	   in	   other	   to	  maintain	   a	   very	   healthy	  
spiritual	   tempo	   and	   atmosphere	   both	   for	   the	   clergy	   and	   their	   wives,	   and	   the	  
entire	   laos	  of	  God	   in	   this	  Diocese,	  we	  have	  been	  able	   to	  organize	   and	  execute	  
some	   meaningful	   Retreats	   and	   programmes	   in	   the	   Diocese.	   First	   of	   all,	   our	  
monthly	   special	   prayer	   gathering	  	  	   tagged	   “Prayer	   Breakfast”	   which	   comes	   up	  
every	  first	  day	  of	  the	  month	  is	  now	  a	  household	  programme	  for	  people	  in	  Amichi	  
Diocese	   and	   beyond.	   So	  many	   people	   and	   families	   have	   been	   testifying	   to	   the	  
Glory	  of	  what	  the	  Almighty	  God	  has	  been	  doing	  in	  their	  lives	  and	  families	  through	  
that	   programme.	  Our	   prayer	   and	   desire	   is	   that	   people	   from	  Diocese	   of	   Amichi	  
and	  the	  clergy	  will	  take	  this	  programme	  as	  serious	  and	  important	  as	  other	  people	  
outside	  the	  diocese	  have	  taken	  it.	  
	  	  
Furthermore,	  in	  the	  bid	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  the	  theological	  axiom	  which	  says	  “That	  
the	  Pulpit	  must	  be	  higher	  than	  the	  Pew”	  is	  real	  and	  practicable	  in	  the	  Diocese	  of	  
Amichi,	  we	  have	  under	  God	  been	  holding	  monthly	  retreat	  for	  the	  clergy,	  church-‐
teachers	  and	  their	  wives	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  	  We	  have	  witnessed	  that	  these	  retreats	  
have	   done	   great	   works	   in	   the	   lives	   of	   the	   churchworkers	   and	   their	   wives	  
especially	  those	  who	  took	  it	  very	  serious.	  One	  October	  10-‐13,2009,	  all	  the	  clergy	  
in	  the	  Diocese	   left	  our	   immediate	  environment,	  and	  went	  for	  a	  special	  spiritual	  
rejuvenation	  and	  realignment	  at	  the	  Ibru	  Centre,	  Agbarha-‐otor,	  Delta	  State.	  	  We	  
made	  sure	   that	   it	  was	  a	   time	  of	  personal	   reflection	  and	  determined	   to	  achieve	  
maximum	  result;	  we	  made	  it	  one	  clergyman,	  one	  room.	  This	  was	  to	  reduce	  to	  the	  
barest	   minimum	   too	   much	   discussion	   and	   distraction	   from	   less	   spiritually-‐
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inclined	  colleagues.	  	  The	  same	  feat	  was	  replicated	  for	  our	  wives	  on	  February	  11th	  
to	  14th,	  2010	  at	  the	  same	  venue.	  Our	  confidence	  is	  that	  

	  “God	   is	   working	   His	   Purpose	   out	   as	   year	   succeeds	   to	  
you;	   God	   is	   working	   His	   purpose	   out	   and	   the	   time	   is	  
drawing	   near;	   Nearer	   and	   nearer	   draws	   the	   time;	   the	  
time	   that	   shall	   surely	  be,	  when	   the	  earth	   shall	  be	   filled	  
with	  the	  glory	  of	  God	  as	  the	  waters	  cover	  the	  sea.”	  
Our	  Retreat	  special	  Hymn	  for	  the	  two	  Retreats	  was	  Abu	  
243.	  	  

	  	  
BACHELORS	  /	  SPINSTERS'	  CORONATION	  NIGHT	  AND	  VALENTINE	  BANQUET.	  
Recognizing	   the	   importance	  of	  our	  Youths	  both	   to	   the	   church	   in	  particular	  and	  
society	  at	  large,	  we	  organized	  very	  special	  programmes	  aimed	  at	  reaching	  out	  to	  
the	  Youths	  and	  winning	  them	  for	  Christ	  Jesus.	  On	  11th	  September,	  2009,	  over	  two	  
thousand	   young	   men	   and	   women	   converged	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	  
Andrew,	   Amichi	   in	   a	   night	   programme	   organized	   for	   them	   which	   we	   called	  
“Bachelors	  and	   Spinsters'	   Coronation	  Night”.	   	  It	  was	   a	   gathering	   that	   so	  many	  
young	  people	  are	  telling	  us	  that	  they	  will	  find	  it	  very	  difficult	  to	  forget.	  Many	  of	  
them	   through	   the	  Word	   of	   God	   and	   activities	   of	   the	   Holy	   Spirit	   re-‐discovered	  
themselves	  and	  the	  essence	  of	  their	  existence	  and	  decided	  to	  make	  a	  U-‐turn.	  Our	  
joy	  is	  that	  young	  people	  traveled	  from	  far	  and	  wide	  to	  attend	  the	  progrmme	  like	  
Lagos,	   Porthcourt,	   Aba,	   Enugu,	   Ebonyi,	   Delta,	   Abuja,	   Kano,	   Awka	   etc.	   There	   is	  
hope	  for	  the	  church	  and	  Nigeria	  if	  the	  clergy	  and	  our	  church	  will	  spend	  resources	  
in	  organizing	  various	  programmes,	  seminars	  and	  workshops	  for	  our	  Youths.	  	  They	  
are	   under	   gross	   influence	   of	   peer	   group,	   false	   preachers	   and	   teachers,	   and	  
deception	  by	  politicians.	  They	  need	  special	  and	  concerted	  attention.	  Neglecting	  
them	  means	  death	  for	  the	  church,	  and	  Chaos/Anarchy	  for	  the	  society.	  	  	  
	  	  
Again,	   whether	   we	   like	   it	   or	   not,	   14th	   February,	   has	   come	   to	   stay,	   and	   young	  
people	   have	   immortalized	   Valentine	   Day	   in	   their	   lives.	  	   No	   matter	   how	   you	  
disapprove	   of	   it,	   they	  must	   celebrate	   it.	  	  We	   also	   decided	   to	   provide	   church's	  
answer	  to	  the	  negative	  side	  of	  Valentine	  Day	  by	  packaging	  a	  very	  colourful	  and	  
attractive	   programme	   called	   “Valentine	   Banquet”	   on	   that	   Valentine	  Day.	  	   Over	  
one	   thousand	   two	  hundred	  youths	  gathered	   from	  within	  and	  outside	  Anambra	  
State	   to	   be	   part	   of	   that	   programme.	   Knowing	   fully	   that	   youths	   love	   big	   and	  
gorgeous	   things,	   we	   organized	   it	   in	   that	   leverage	   and	   it	   really	   paid	   off.	  	   Even	  
though	   they	   bought	   the	   invitation	   cards,	   yet	   they	   were	   very	   happy	   that	   they	  
were	   part	   of	   that	   event.	   In	   each	  of	   these	   programmes,	  we	  have	  well-‐spelt-‐out	  
aims	  and	  purposes	  we	  want	  to	  achieve,	  and	  with	  God	  on	  our	  side,	  we	  have	  been	  
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achieving	  our	  goals,	  and	  also	  winning	  the	  confidence	  of	  our	  Youths	  back	  to	  the	  
Anglican	  Church.	  
	  	  
2010	  WAILING	  WOMEN	  PRAYER	  SUMMIT	  
Wailing	  Women	  Prayer	  Summit	  is	  an	  annual	  programme	  designed	  particularly	  for	  
the	   female	   folk,	   both	  married	   and	   single.	   The	   theme	   for	   this	   year's	   event	  was	  
“My	  Magnificat.”	   	  The	  central	  Bible	   text	  was	  Luke	  1:46-‐55.	  	  May	   I	  at	   this	  point	  
use	   this	  opportunity	   to	   thank	  our	  priests	  and	  their	  wives	   for	   their	  co-‐operation	  
and	   encouragement.	   The	   Programme	   Packaging	   Team	   (PPT)	   can	   only	   be	  
described	   as	   very	   wonderful	   and	   great.	  	  We	   pray	   the	   good	   Lord	   to	   reward	   all	  
according	  to	  his/her	  works	  in	  the	  name	  of	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ,	  Amen.	  The	  2010	  
Wailing	  Women	  Prayer	  Summit	  was	  very	  great.	  The	  attendance	  and	  participation	  
cut	  across	  all	  denominations.	  	  Women	  from	  all	  walks	  of	   life	  were	  all	  there.	  	  The	  
Seminar	  and	  Health	  talk	  that	  were	  added	  in	  this	  year's	  episode	  gave	  it	  a	  greater	  
and	   encompassing	   impetus.	   The	   testimonies	   and	   results	   accompanying	   these	  
retreats	  and	  revival	  programmes	  are	  very	  tremendous.	  
	  	  
We	  want	  to	  appeal	  to	  all	  parents,	  guardians,	  and	  our	  members	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  
their	  youths/children	  attend	  a	  very	  special	  Youth	  Programme	  designed	  for	  them	  
titled	   “YOUTH	   RENDEZVOUS	   AND	   JEANS	   FESTIVAL”	   slated	   for	   October	   21-‐24-‐
2010	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  
	  	  
KNIGHTHOOD	  –	  INDUCTION	  AND	  INVESTITURE	  
Having	   recognized	   the	   monumental	   roles	   that	   Christian	   Knights	   play	   in	   the	  
church's	   life,	  we	  have	  finally	  and	  prayerfully	  too	  decided	  to	   investiture	  our	   first	  
set	   of	   Knights	   this	   year.	   Because	   of	   the	   careless	   and	   thoughtless	  manner	   that	  
people	   of	   questionable	   character	   and	   integrity	   have	   been	   endowed	   with	   the	  
Knighthood	   title,	   we	   have	   God	   being	   our	   helper	   decided	   to	   carry	   out	   very	  
thorough	   and	   detailed	   retreat	   and	   training	   for	   the	   novices	   before	   their	  
investiture.	  	  Also,	  we	  have	  resolved	  to	  avoid	  the	  temptation	  of	  having	  legions	  of	  
human	  beings	   to	  be	  made	  Knights	   in	  one	  ceremony.	  	  Ours	  by	   the	  grace	  of	  God	  
will	  be	  based	  on	  practical	  christian	   life	  and	  commitment	  both	  to	  Christ	  and	  the	  
Church.	  	  We	  are	  going	  to	  be	  very	  conservative	  and	  economical	  in	  the	  number	  of	  
people	  we	  will	  investiture	  at	  any	  time,	  and	  it	  is	  not	  going	  to	  be	  an	  annual	  event.	  
Out	   Retreat	   started	   on	   the	   6th	   of	  March,	   2010,	   while	   the	   Investiture	   will	   take	  
place	   on	   30th	   December,	   2010	   here	   in	   this	   Cathedral	   for	   those	   who	   scale	   the	  
hurdles	  and	  conditions	  of	  the	  retreat.	  As	  an	  insight	  to	  what	  we	  set	  as	  one	  of	  the	  
criteria	  for	   investiture,	  no	  Knights	  of	  Amichi	  Diocese	   is	  to	  take	  the	  “Ozo	  title”.	   I	  
know	  why	  I	  chose	  to	  be	  emphatic	  and	  particular	  on	  this	  very	  point.	  May	  I	  also	  use	  
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this	   medium	   to	   let	   our	   members	   know	   that	   the	   Bishop	   needs	   not	   consult	  
anybody	  before	  picking	  any	  person	  for	  knighthood.	  
	  	  
INDUCTION	  OF	  OLD	  AND	  INHERITED	  KNIGHTS	  
As	  a	  mark	  of	  honour,	  we	  have	  reserved	  till	  now	  the	  induction	  of	  the	  Knights	  and	  
Ladies	   we	   inherited	   from	   our	  mother	   diocese,	   and	   other	   dioceses	   for	   obvious	  
reason.	  That	  was	  simply	  because	  we	  have	  been	  waiting	  for	  the	  improvement	  of	  
security	  situations	  in	  our	  beloved	  state,	  Anambra	  State.	  This	  decision	  was	  taken	  
so	  as	  to	  avoid	  anybody	  hiding	  under	  the	  cloak	  of	  insecurity	  to	  be	  absent	  from	  the	  
induction.	  The	  induction	  of	  the	  old	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  from	  our	  mother	  diocese	  
and	  other	  dioceses	  has	  been	  fixed	  for	  September	  25th,	  2010	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  at	  
10.00am.	   Any	   Knight	   of	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   extraction	   from	  which	   ever	  Diocese	  
who	  does	  not	  show	  up	  for	  the	  induction	  on	  the	  aforementioned	  date	  will	  not	  be	  
recognized	   as	   a	   Knight	   in	   this	   diocese,	   and	   no	   group	   of	   Knights	   from	   another	  
diocese	  will	  be	  accorded	  any	  right	  as	  a	  Knight	  both	  in	  times	  of	  joy	  or	  sorrow.	  
	  	  
The	   above	   stand	   is	   taken	   due	   solely	   to	   the	   fact	   that	  we	   have	   discovered	  with	  
utmost	   dissatisfaction	   that	   so	   many	   of	   our	   Knights	   in	   other	   dioceses	   do	   not	  
associate	  with	  the	  Council	   in	  our	  Diocese,	  and	  as	  such	  are	  not	   involved	   in	  their	  
home	  Diocese.	  Charity	  they	  say	  usually	  begins	  at	  home.	  
	  	  
AMICHI	  DIOCESE	  MEMBERS	  IN	  DIASPORA	  
By	  Amichi	  Diocese	  members	   in	  Diaspora,	  we	  mean	   all	   Anglicans	  who	   are	   from	  
Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  but	  are	  residing	  outside	  the	  diocese	  both	  within	  and	  outside	  
the	  shores	  of	  our	  country,	  Nigeria.	  We	  give	  all	  thanks	  to	  the	  Almighty	  God	  who	  
gave	  us	  numerous	  members	  who	  are	  not	  only	   resident	  outside	  Amichi	  Diocese	  
but	  are	  also	  doing	  well.	  While	  some	  are	  doing	  well	  in	  encouraging	  and	  supporting	  
their	   home	   churches,	   majority	   of	   you	   are	   not	   interested	   at	   all	   in	   what	   is	  
happening	  in	  their	  home	  churches.	  	  In	  as	  much	  as	  we	  encourage	  you	  to	  be	  very	  
active	   and	   committed	   where	   you	   reside,	   we	  must	   not	   fail	   to	   remind	   you	   that	  
“East	   or	  West,	   Home	   remains	   the	   Best.”	  How	   can	   you	   explain	   it	   that	   a	   church	  
that	   has	   you	   as	   her	   abroad	   member	   finds	   it	   impossible	   to	   pay	   the	   monthly	  
stipend	  of	  her	  priest,	  and	  small	  assessment	  given	  to	  her	  from	  the	  Diocese?	  
	  	  
What	  testimony	  can	  you	  give	  that	  you	  belong	  to	  a	  home	  church	  where	  there	   is	  
no	   befitting	   public	   address	   system,	   musical	   equipment,	   evangelism	   bus,	   good	  
generating	  set	  or	  good	  church	  building?	  Some	  of	  you	  worship	  in	  air	  conditioned	  
churches	   where	   you	   live	   but	   your	   home	   church	   does	   not	   enjoy	   simple	   ceiling	  
fans.	  In	  my	  mind,	  I	  think	  that	  the	  time	  has	  come	  for	  members	  of	  Amichi	  Diocese	  
to	  develop	  a	  very	  strong	  “Think	  Home	  Philosophy.'	  
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RUNNING	  OF	  BRANCHES	  OF	  OUR	  CHURCHES	  
With	  the	  advent	  of	  urbanization,	  civilization	  and	  white-‐collar	  jobs	  in	  our	  cities,	  it	  
became	  imperative	  for	  people	  to	  migrate	  from	  the	  rural	  areas	  to	  urban	  or	  semi-‐
urban	  areas	   in	  search	  of	  greener	  pasture.	  This	   laudable	  development	   therefore	  
necessitated	   the	  gathering	  of	  members	  of	  our	  churches	   to	  worship	  where	   they	  
reside.	   The	  major	   reason	  being	   for	  members	   in	  diaspora	   to	  be	  able	   to	   support	  
their	   home	   churches	   by	   sending	   or	   remitting	   whatever	   they	   could	   raise	   as	  
financial	  contributions	  home.	  This	  was	  also	  why	  class	  registers	  were	  created	  for	  
branches	   and	   sent	   to	   them	   so	   that	   quarterly	   or	   half-‐yearly,	   those	   in	   charge	   of	  
such	  branches	  will	  carry	  the	  class	  register	  to	  their	  vicar	  at	  home	  so	  as	  to	  cross-‐
check	   and	  pay	   in	   the	   realized	   sum.	  	   Branches	  were	  never	   created	   to	  be	   a	  mini	  
parish	  of	  its	  own	  where	  offerings,	  tithes,	  stewardship,	  seed	  of	  faith,	  and	  Harvest	  
proceeds	   are	   collected,	   banked	   and	   spent	   at	   will	   by	   the	   officers	   of	   those	  
branches.	  
	  
Branches	   were	   never	   also	   created	   to	   serve	   as	   a	   punishment	   tool	   against	   the	  
home	  vicar	  who	  may	  dare	  to	  differ	  in	  opinion	  about	  anything	  with	  the	  leaders	  or	  
chairmen	  of	  those	  branches.	  	  But	  the	  above	  has	  become	  the	  order	  of	  the	  day	  in	  
most	  of	  our	  major	  branches.	  	  For	  those	  who	  will	  care	  to	  know	  and	  obey,	  and	  also	  
those	   who	   don't	   regard	   either	   God	   or	   His	   priests	   because	   of	   their	   money	   or	  
position,	  I	  want	  to	  categorically	  state	  in	  this	  charge	  that	  it	  is	  absolutely	  wrong	  for	  
branches	  of	  our	  churches	  to	  spend	  the	  offerings,	  tithes,	  stewardship,	  class	  dues,	  
and	   harvest	   proceeds	  which	   they	   collected	   on	   behalf	   of	   their	   home	   churches.	  	  
The	  above	  monies	  are	  statutory	  church	  funds	  primarily	  collected	  as	  sustentation	  
fund	   and	   the	   spending	   is	   done	   only	   by	   the	   Parochial	   Church	   Committee.	  	  
Branches	   carry	   out	   their	   activities	   and	   programmes	   through	   donations	   and	  
special	   fund	   raising	   exercise	   they	   organize	   for	   that	   purpose,	   and	   not	   through	  
sustentation	  fund	  which	  is	  meant	  for	  the	  payment	  of	  assessment,	  payment	  of	  the	  
church-‐workers	   stipend,	   and	   other	   things	   to	   which	   the	   Parochial	   Church	  
Committee	  may	  deem	  necessary	  to	  apply	  the	  fund	  to.	  {see	  Regulation	  34	  on	  Page	  
55	  of	  Principles,	  Regulations	  and	  Constitutions	  of	  Nnewi	  Diocese	  adopted	  mutatis	  
mutandis	  by	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi}	  
	  	  
It	   is	   therefore	   an	   outright	   disobedience,	   opposition	   and	   confrontation	   to	   the	  
Bishop,	  Diocesan	  Board,	  and	  Diocesan	  Synod	  of	  Amichi	  Diocese	  by	  any	  chairman	  
of	  our	  branches	  or	  his	  officers	  to	  withhold	  for	  whatever	  reason	  all	  monies	  or	  part	  
of	  the	  money	  collected	  on	  behalf	  of	  their	  home	  churches	  and	  apply	  such	  money	  
to	  any	  use	  without	   the	  approval	  of	   the	  elected	  Parochial	  Church	  Committee	  at	  
home.	  Once	  again	  I	  remind	  you,	  even	  though	  such	  money	  was	  collected	  in	  that	  
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branch,	   it	   does	   not	   in	   anyway	   belong	   to	   that	   branch.	  	   This	  whole	   idea	   of	   after	  
general	  harvest	   in	  the	  branches,	  a	  few	  individuals	  will	  decide	  the	  amount	  to	  be	  
sent	   to	   the	   home	   church	   is	   blatantly	   wrong	   and	   quite	   un-‐Anglican.	   Please	  my	  
brethren,	  let	  us	  be	  orderly	  in	  the	  house	  of	  God	  and	  encourage	  one	  another.	  Do	  
not	  take	  over	  the	  work	  of	  a	  Priest	  because	  you	  are	  a	  branch	  Chairman	  or	  Officers.	  
	  	  
OUR	  YOUTHS	  AND	  YOUTH	  ORGANIZATIONS	  
According	   to	   the	  Word	   of	   God	   in	   Ecclesiastes	   chapter	   12	   verse	   1,	   it	   is	   stated	  
“Remember	  now	  your	  creator	  in	  the	  days	  of	  your	  youth,	  before	  the	  difficult	  days	  
come,	  and	  the	  years	  draw	  near	  when	  you	  say	  “I	  have	  no	  pleasure	  in	  them”.	  This	  
sacred	   and	   divine	   injunction	   seems	   to	   be	   either	   neglected	   or	   forgotten	   by	   our	  
youths.	  	  A	  careful	  look	  into	  our	  churches	  generally	  has	  revealed	  to	  us	  that	  many	  
youths	  are	  not	   interested	   in	  both	   the	   things	  of	  God	  and	  church	  activities.	  They	  
prefer	   going	   to	  wild	   parties,	   political	   gatherings	   and	   rallies;	   and	   sitting	   back	   at	  
homes	   and	   movie	   joints	   watching	   very	   deadly,	   misleading	   and	   pornographic	  
movies	  which	  have	  wrecked	  havoc	  both	   to	   their	   lives	  and	  destinies.	  The	  era	  of	  
hard	  work,	  diligence	  and	  industry	  is	  fast	  eroding	  the	  youths.	  Crimes	  and	  vices	  are	  
being	   pursued	   and	   celebrated	   at	   the	   expense	   of	   virtues.	   Parents	   who	   are	  
frontline	  members	  and	  leaders	  of	  the	  church	  are	  not	  in	  anyway	  helping	  matters.	  
Many	  parents	  have	  abandoned	  their	  primary	  role	  of	  children	  upbringing	  and	  left	  
it	  in	  the	  hands	  of	  either	  ungodly,	  godless	  or	  unchristian	  teachers.	  Worse	  still,	  our	  
youths	  are	   left	   to	   learn	  dangerously	  and	  wrongly	   too	   from	  their	  peers	  who	  are	  
more	  or	   less	   full	  of	  wrong	   ideas	  and	  wrong	  notions.	  May	   I	  use	  this	  opportunity	  
here	  to	  call	  on	  our	  priests	  and	  their	  wives,	  and	  all	  our	  adult	  members	  to	  declare	  
“a	  state	  of	  emergency”	  on	  Children	  and	  Youth	  Ministries.	  The	  rate	  at	  which	  our	  
children	  are	  getting	  involved	  in	  violent	  crimes,	  youth	  restiveness,	  homosexuality,	  
lesbianism,	  masturbation	  etc	  calls	  for	  grave	  concern.	  The	  major	  reason	  I	  recently	  
discovered	  as	  the	  root	  and	  foundational	  cause	  is	  the	  issue	  of	  “Bible	  illiteracy”	  and	  
lack	   of	   Practical	   Christian	   experience.	   The	   situation	   is	   worrisome	   and	   we	   the	  
church	  leaders	  seem	  to	  be	  non-‐challant	  and	  unperturbed	  about	  the	  whole	  thing.	  	  
How	   do	   you	   feel	   as	   a	   Priest,	   a	   Church	   worker,	   Parochial	   Church	   Committee	  
member,	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  of	  the	  church	  when	  you	  see	  or	  hear	  that	  our	  youths	  
went	  into	  a	  church	  during	  church	  service,	  killed	  or	  kidnapped	  someone	  inside	  the	  
house	  and	  sanctuary	  of	  God?	  	  Or	  what	  comes	  to	  your	  mind	  when	  you	  hear	  that	  
armed	   robbers	   who	   are	   mainly	   young	   people	   within	   the	   age	   bracket	   of	  
seventeen	   to	   twenty	   five	   years	   robbed	   Priests,	   Bishops,	   and	   raped	   reverend	  
sisters?	  	  
	  	  
Today,	  parents	  are	  busy	  buying	  WAEC,	  NECO	  and	  JAMB	  results	  for	  their	  children	  
and	   youths	   instead	   of	   teaching	   them	   the	   way	   of	   uprightness	   and	   integrity.	  
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University	  admission	  today	  is	  for	  the	  highest	  bidder	  more	  especially	  in	  the	  South	  
East	   geo-‐political	   zone.	  Go	   to	   the	  northern	  part	   of	  Nigeria	   and	   ask	   anybody	   to	  
give	   money	   before	   his/her	   child	   will	   be	   given	   admission	   into	   the	   higher	  
Institution.	  The	  result	  of	  such	  demand	  is	  rather	  imagined	  than	  explained.	  I	  have	  
not	  brought	  the	  government	  into	  this	  discourse	  because	  it	   is	  quite	  obvious	  that	  
you	  cannot	  give	  what	  you	  don't	  have.	  My	  experience	  as	  I	  sat	  down	  at	  the	  rear	  of	  
our	  churches	   in	  mufti	   to	   see	   things	   for	  myself	   in	  our	  worship	   life,	  has	   revealed	  
that	  about	  seventy	  five	  percent	  (75%)	  of	  our	  youths	  don't	  come	  to	  church	  service	  
with	   Bible.	   I	   am	   yet	   to	   see	   a	   church	   worker	   or	   PCC	  members	   that	   have	   been	  
troubled	  by	   such	  ugly	  development.	  	  We	  are	  chiefly	   interested	   in	   seed	  of	   faith,	  
stewardship,	  tithe	  and	  offering.	  
	  	  
The	   person	   sowing	   the	   seed	   of	   faith,	   what	   kind	   of	   faith	   has	   he/she	   if	   they	  
abandon	   the	  book	  of	   faith	  which	   is	   the	  Bible.	  Our	  Youth	  Organizations	   like	   the	  
Anglican	   Youth	   Fellowship;	   Girls	   Guild,	   Boys	   and	   Girls	   Brigades;	   Anglican	   Boys	  
Association,	  Evangelical	  Fellowship	  in	  the	  Anglican	  Communion	  have	  almost	  died	  
in	  our	   churches	  because	   the	  Youths	  are	  not	   interested	  and	  we	  seem	  not	   to	  be	  
worried.	   About	   fifteen	   years	   ago,	   I	   came	   across	   a	   book	   titled	   “where	   was	   the	  
Church	  when	  the	  Youths	  exploded”?	  
	  	  
Also	  some	  years	  ago,	  one	  of	  our	  experienced	  Priests	  called	  Revd.	  Enemuo	  after	  
observing	   the	  non-‐challant	   and	   lack	  of	   insight	   and	   commitment	  of	  Anglicans	   in	  
acquiring	   land	   and	   building	   useful	   structures	   rhetorically	   asked	   “What	   are	   we	  
Anglicans	   doing”?	  	   What	   are	   we	   in	   Amichi	   Diocese	   doing	   about	   our	   youths?	  	  
What	  programmes,	  plans,	  and	  incentitives	  do	  we	  have	  for	  their	  lives	  and	  future?	  
Let	  us	  rise	  to	  this	  challenge	  of	  Youth	  apathy	  to	  spiritual	  things.	  	  It	  is	  in	  the	  bid	  to	  
recover	   and	   refocus	   our	   Youths	   and	   bring	   them	   back	   to	   God	   and	   meaningful	  
lifestyle	   that	  we	   have	   instituted	   a	   special	   Bible	  Quiz	   for	   the	   Youths	   during	   our	  
citywide	  youth	  programme	  tagged	  “YOUTH	  RENDEZVOUS	  CUM	  JEANS	  FESTIVAL”	  
slated	  for	  Thursday	  21st	  to	  Sunday	  24th	  October,	  2010	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  church	  of	  
St.	  Andrew	  Amichi.	  	  The	  grand	  finale	  prizes	  have	  been	  fixed	  as	  follows:-‐	  
1st	  Prize	  –	  Brand	  New	  Laptop	  
2nd	  Prize	  –	  Brand	  New	  Ladies	  Motorcyle	  
3rd	  Prize	  –	  14thinches	  Colour	  Television;	  
And	  21	  Consolation	  Prizes	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  finalists.	  
We	  are	  using	  this	  opportunity	  to	  passionately	  appeal	  to	  all	  of	  you	  here	  to	  partner	  
with	  the	  Diocese	  in	  this	  Youth	  Rescue	  Mission	  by	  choosing	  to	  sponsor	  any	  of	  the	  
above	   items	   so	   as	   to	  make	   this	   mission	   a	   holistic	   and	   family	   affair.	  	  May	   God	  
continually	   bless	   you	   and	   all	   yours	   as	   you	   join	   us	   in	   making	   this	   mission	   and	  
vision	  come	  true.	  
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May	   I	   once	   again	   call	   on	   the	   Chaplains	   especially	   those	   of	   our	   Youth	  
Organizations	  to	  please	  rise	  up	  to	  the	  challenge	  before	  them	  and	  be	  committed	  
and	  visionary	  in	  their	  work	  instead	  of	  sitting	  down	  in	  their	  churches	  and	  continue	  
to	  issue	  circulars	  and	  letters.	  The	  time	  to	  save	  our	  youths	  is	  now	  if	  you	  still	  want	  
to	  have	  Anglican	  Churches	  tomorrow.	  

	  	  

	  	  
2010	  CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSION	  STATISTICS	  
Below	  are	  the	  Parishes	  covered	  so	  far:	  
	  	  
	  	  
STATISTICS	  FOR	  CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSION	  2010.	  
S/N	  	  	  	  	  Church	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Date	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Confirmation	  	  	  Girls	  	  	  	  	  Women's	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mothers	  	  	  	  Ang.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ang.	  Men's	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Offering	  	  Male	  	  	  Female	  
Guild	  	  	  	  Guild	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Union	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Boys	  Asso.	  	  	  Fellowship	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  N	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  

1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Ebenezer	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   17/10/10	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   13	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   26	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	   15	  	  	  	  	   	  	   24	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  
7	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  14,445	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Parish,	  Unubi	  
2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   St,	   Peter's	   Parish,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   24/01/10	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   4	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   4	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   3	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
2	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  4,810	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Akabu	  osumenyi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Immanuel	  Parish,	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Ekwulumili	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   31/01/10	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   17	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   18	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   15	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   2	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
4	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  18,755.	  
4.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Peter's	  Parish	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Umudim	   Amichi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   07/02/10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   5	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   6	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  10,755	  
5.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Philip's	  Parish	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Eziama,Amichi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   21/02/10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   17	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   17	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   14	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
15	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  4	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  5	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  11,390	  
6.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Church	  of	  Divine	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Compassion,	   Amichi	  	  	   07/03/10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   9	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   3	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   7	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   6	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  6,220	  
7.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Andrew,	   Amichi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   21/03/10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   19	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   13	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
30	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  21,625	  
8.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Mary's	  Parish	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ezinifite	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  28/02/10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  5	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  14	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  9	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2,060	  
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9.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  Stephen's	  Parish,	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Osumenyi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   02/05/10	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   12	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   24	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   4	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   9	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  13,345	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   TOTAL	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   98	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   117	  	  	  	  	  	   87	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   99	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
21	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  103,605	  
	  	  
	  	  
MEDIA	  EVANGELISM	  
Following	   the	   divine	   mandate	   we	   received	   from	   God	   some	   years	   ago,	   we	   in	  
obedience	  to	  that	  command	  by	  God	  in	  which	  He	  said	  to	  us	  “My	  son	  get	  into	  the	  
media	  outfit	  and	  preach	  and	  teach	  my	  people	  the	  unadulterated	  message	  of	  the	  
Kingdom	  of	  God.	  	  For	  many	  things	  they	  are	  being	  fed	  with	  through	  the	  radio	  as	  
message	  of	  the	  church	  are	  very	  far	  from	  being	  the	  message	  I	  have	  given	  to	  the	  
church.	  	   You	   are	   going	   on	   a	   “RESCUE	  MISSION”	   through	   the	   media:	  We	   have	  
expanded	   our	  media	   evangelism	   to	   include	   three	   radio	   stations	   for	   now.	   They	  
are:-‐	  
a.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Purity	  FM	  Radio	  Nigeria	  Awka	  102.5	  –8pm	  on	  Saturdays.	  
b.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Unity	  FM	  Radio	  Nigeria	  Abakaliki	  101.5	  –	  8.30pm	  every	  Sunday.	  
c.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Broadcasting	  Corporation	  of	  Abia	  State	  –	  6.30pm	  every	  Saturday	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (B.C.A.	  Umuahia	  88.1)	  
	  	  
We	   have	   the	   intention	   of	   covering	   as	  many	   radio	   stations	   as	   are	   possible	   but	  
meagerness	  of	  fund	  has	  constrained	  us.	  We	  are	  still	  very	  surprised	  that	  since	  the	  
inception	   of	   this	   venture	   and	  mandate,	   no	   individual	   nor	   organizations	   or	   any	  
parish	  has	  volunteered	  to	  partner	  with	  us	  by	  sponsoring	  the	  programme.	  	  This	  is	  
purely	  unlike	  our	  experience	  while	  we	  were	  in	  Ebonyi	  State	  where	  we	  rarely	  put	  
church	  money	   into	   it	   because	   individuals	   including	   non-‐Anglicans	   took	   it	   upon	  
themselves	  to	  keep	  it	  on	  air.	  Can	  we	  then	  say	  that	  they	  are	  richer	  than	  us	  or	  they	  
love	  God	  and	  His	  word	  more	   than	  us?	  	   The	  answer	   is	   better	   given	  by	   you	  as	   a	  
person.	  
	  	  
NEWS	  FROM	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  
The	   underlisted	   brethren	   were	   consecrated	   as	   Bishops	   in	   church	   of	   Nigeria	  
(Anglican	  Communion)	  after	  our	  first	  session	  of	  the	  first	  Synod	  till	  date.	  
On	  Sunday	  	  12th	  July,	  2009	  
1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Sampson	  Adekunle	  –	  Ilo-‐Luji	  Diocese	  
2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Emmanuel	  Maduwike	  –	  Ikeduru	  Diocese	  
3.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Uriah	  Kolo	  –	  Doko	  Diocese	  
4.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Innocent	  Ordu	  –	  Evo	  Diocese	  
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5.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Humphrey	  Olumakaiye	  –	  Osun	  North	  West	  Diocese.	  
	  	  
On	  Sunday	  23rd	  August,	  2009	  
1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Joseph	  Olusola	  –	  Kabba	  Diocese	  
2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Emmanuel	  Adekwule	  –	  Egba	  Diocese	  
	  	  
On	  Sunday	  January	  10,	  2010	  
1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Raph	  Ebirien	  –	  Niger	  Delta	  
2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Babatunde	  Ogunabayo	  –	  Ijebu	  South	  West	  
3.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  James	  O.	  Akinola	  –	  Igbomma	  West	  
4.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Dapo	  Asuji	  –	  Bishop	  Theologian	  
5.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.Ezekiel	  Dahunsi	  –	  Idoani	  
6.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.Emeka	  J,	  Mogekwu	  –	  Asaba	  
	  	  
On	  Sunday	  14th	  February,	  2010	  
1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Chamberlain	  Ogunedo	  –	  Mbaise	  Diocese	  
2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Emmanuel	  Oko-‐jaja	  –	  Niger	  Delta	  West	  

	  	  

On	  Sunday	  30th	  May,	  2010	  

1.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Akinlalu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  Oke	  Osun	  

2.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Ogundeji	  –	  Egba	  West	  

3.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Seyi	  Oyelade	  –	  Ife	  East	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  

PAUL	  UNIVERSITY	  

I	   want	   to	   express	   our	   gratitude	   to	   our	   father,	   the	   Dean,	   Church	   of	   Nigeria,	  
Archbishop	  of	  the	  Province	  of	  the	  Niger,	  and	  Bishop	  of	  Awka	  Diocese	  for	  breaking	  
the	   jinx	  of	  backwardness	   in	  Education	  by	  fighting	  doggedly	   for	  the	  approval	  and	  
licensing	  of	  our	  own	  University	  East	  of	  Nigeria,	  called	  Paul	  University,	  Awka.	  
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We	  appeal	  to	  our	  members	  to	  be	  proud	  of	  this	  mission	  University	  and	  patronize	  it	  
very	  well	  so	  as	  to	  encourage	  the	  efforts	  of	  our	  heroes	  and	  men	  of	  faith	  and	  Vision.	  
We	  thank	  God	  for	  all	  who	  made	  this	  dream	  a	  reality.	  

	  	  

ELECTION	  OF	  A	  NEW	  PRIMATE	  

A	  great	  history	  was	  made	  in	  the	  life	  of	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  (Anglican	  	  Communion)	  
on	  the	  15th	  day	  of	  September	  2009	  as	  the	  house	  of	  bishops	  peacefully	  elected	  a	  
new	  Primate	  in	  the	  person	  of	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Nicholas	  Oko,	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Diocese	  
of	   Asaba,	   and	   the	   Archbishop	   of	   Ecclesiastical	   Province	   of	   Bendel.	   He	   was	  
presented	   on	   25th	  March,	   2010	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   Advent,	   Gwarimpa,	  
Abuja.	  	   On	   the	   same	   day,	   the	   Incumbent	   Primate,	   The	  Most	   Revd	   Peter	   Jasper	  
Akinola,	   retired.	  Our	   earnest	   prayer	   is	   that	   the	  Almighty	   and	   gracious	  God	  who	  
called	   them	  not	  by	  merit	  but	  as	  a	  privilege	  will	   see	  him	  through	  and	  	  make	  him	  
and	   his	  wife	   faithful	   and	   exemplary	   shepherd	   and	   leaders	   of	   His	   church	   in	   this	  
challenging	  generation	  in	  the	  Most	  reliable	  name	  of	  our	  Lord	  and	  Redeemer	  Jesus	  
Christ,	  Amen.	  

	  	  

NIGERIA:	  -‐	  GOOD	  PEOPLE,	  GREAT	  NATION.	  

POLITICS:	  	  May	   I	   use	   this	  medium	   to	   express	   our	   sincere	   sorrow	   and	   grief,	   and	  
also	   extend	   our	   condolences	   to	   all	   Nigerians,	   especially	   the	   Yaradua	   family	   and	  
Katisna	  State	  over	   the	  demise	  of	  our	  humble,	   gentle	  and	  easy-‐going	   leader	  and	  
President,	  Umaru	  Musa	   Yaradua	  which	   sad	   event	   took	   place	   on	  Wednesday	   5th	  
May,	  2010.	  	  

	  	  

On	   the	  other	  hand,	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi,	   (Anglican	  Communion)	  congratulates	  
our	  new	  leader,	  President,	  and	  Commander-‐in-‐Chief	  of	  the	  Nigeria	  Armed	  Forces,	  
His	   Excellency,	  Dr.	  Goodluck	   Ebele	   Jonathan,	  GCFR,	   for	   ascending	   the	   throne	  as	  
the	   President	   of	   this	   great	   country.	  	   Our	   Prayer	   =>	   May	   God	   save	   you	   from	  
political	   scavengers,	   Ahitophels	   of	   Nigerian	   politics,	   chameleonic	   loyalists	   and	  
selfish	   and	   heartless	   looters	   who	   will	   always	   surround	   you	   posing	   as	   advisers,	  
elder	  statesmen,	  comrades	  and	  good	  people.	  May	  He	  create	  His	  undaunted	  fear	  
in	   you	   so	   that	   this	   great	   confidence	   reposed	   in	   you	   cannot	   be	   capsized	   and	  
aborted	  in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ,	  Amen.	  
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As	  we	  approach	  the	  election	  year	  2011,	  may	  I	  remind	  our	  politicians	  at	  all	   levels	  
that	  it	  is	  not	  going	  to	  be	  business	  as	  usual.	  Nigerians	  are	  coming	  of	  age	  in	  matters	  
of	  choosing	  our	  leaders.	  	  We	  therefore,	  advise	  the	  Independent	  National	  Electoral	  
Commission	   (INEC)	   to	   brace	   up	   to	   the	   challenge	   of	   conducting	   a	   very	   credible,	  
free	  and	  fair	  election.	  	   In	  the	  same	  vein,	   I	   implore	  the	  political	  parties	   in	  Nigeria	  
especially	  their	  leaders	  to	  imbibe	  the	  culture	  of	  sound	  intra-‐party	  democracy.	  The	  
era	   of	   imposing	   unwanted	   and	   unpopular	   candidates	   on	   the	   people	   as	   flag	  
bearers	   of	   their	   parties	   should	   be	   jettisoned.	  	   We	   lend	   our	   voice	   to	   general	  
clamoring	   for	   the	   implementation	   of	   the	   Justice	   Uwais	   Electoral	   Reform	  
Committee	  recommendation.	  

	  	  

SECURITY:	  	   The	   porous	   security	   situation	   in	   our	   great	   country	   lacks	   adequate	  
vocabularies	   and	   words	   for	   its	   description.	   Lives	   and	   property	   are	   out-‐rightly	  
unsafe	  both	  at	  home,	  along	   the	  road,	  on	   the	  sea,	  and	  even	  at	   the	  Airports.	  The	  
security	  agencies	   seem	  to	  be	  overwhelmed	  and	  helpless.	  Any	  nation	  aspiring	   to	  
be	  among	  the	  twenty	  leading	  economies	  in	  the	  world	  by	  the	  year	  2020	  from	  now	  
without	   security	   which	   is	   one	   cardinal	   point	   of	   consideration	   in	   attracting	  
investors	  can	  aptly	  be	  described	  as	  a	  “joker	  nation.”	  	  I	  would	  not	  like	  my	  country,	  
Nigeria	  to	  be	  described	  that	  way.	  	  Our	  Government	  at	  all	  levels	  ought	  to	  declare	  a	  
Practical	   State	   of	   Emergency	   in	   the	   sectors	   of	   SECURITY,	   ‘POWER',	   EDUCATION;	  
AND	  AGRICULTURE.	  	  May	  I	  suggest	  that	  in	  doing	  that,	  the	  scrutiny	  of	  recruitment	  
of	  police	  officers	  should	  be	  made	  water-‐tight	  to	  stop	  bad	  eggs	  finding	  their	  way	  
into	  the	  force.	  	  Again,	  the	  Welfare	  of	  the	  Nigerian	  Police	  Officers	  which	   includes	  
their	   monthly	   emoluments	   and	   housing	   should	   be	   looked	   into	   and	   reviewed	  
upwards.	  

	  	  

EDUCATION:	  	   In	   this	   sector	   in	  Nigeria,	  we	   are	   almost	   getting	   to	   the	  Cross-‐road.	  
Unless	  we	  de-‐emphasize	  paper-‐qualification,	  and	   focus	  on	  practical	  competence	  
and	  proficiency	   in	  employment	  of	   labour,	  we	  will	  continue	  to	  maintain	  a	  vicious	  
circle	   of	   educational	   backwardness	   and	   stagnation.	  	   Our	   Universities	   and	  
Institutions	  of	  Higher	  Learning	  have	  come	  to	  the	  point	  of	  pushing	  into	  the	  society	  
and	   labour	   market,	   “Illiterate	   –	   Graduates.”	  	   Technical	   education,	   Vocational	  
education,	   and	   even	   skill	   acquisition	   centres	   are	   neglected	   in	   our	   curriculum.	  	  
Professional	  courses	  are	  now	  more	  for	  the	  highest	  bidders.	  	  Poor	  parents	  whose	  
children	  and	  wards	  are	  very	   intelligent	  should	  forget	  course	   like;	  Medicine,	  Law,	  
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Nursing,	   Pharmacy,	   Engineering,	   Architecture	   etc	   because	   you	   must	   cough	   out	  
between	   two	   hundred	   thousand	   naira	   and	   five	   hundred	   thousand	   naira	   before	  
such	   courses	   are	   given	   to	   you.	  	   Where	   do	   we	   go	   from	   here?	  	   Are	   we	   not	  
enthroning	   mediocrity	   at	   the	   expense	   of	   excellence?	  	   What	   are	   our	   education	  
administrators	   doing	   about	   this	   devastating	   monster	   called	   “Examination	  
Malpractice”	  which	  	  has	  gone	  down	  to	  even	  primary	  school	  level?	  

	  	  

What	   are	   they	   doing	   about	   the	  Malpractice	   hot	   spots	   called	   “Special	   Centres”	  
where	   they	   even	   assign	   official	   invigilators	   to?	  	  We	   cannot	   continue	   to	   toil	   and	  
gamble	  with	  the	  future	  of	  our	  children	  and	  youths.	  	  At	  this	  point	  we	  are	  still	  taking	  
forty	   one	   (41%)	   percent	   of	   students	   passing	   the	   last	   JAMB	   examinations.	  	   This	  
number	  or	  percentage	   includes	  even	  those	  who	  cheated	  to	  pass	  and	  those	  who	  
took	  theirs	  in	  the	  so	  called	  special	  centers.	  This	  is	  worrisome.	  	  Something	  needs	  to	  
be	  done	  urgently	  so	  as	  to	  save	  the	  education	  industry	  of	  this	  good	  people,	  Great	  
nation	  called	  Nigeria.	  

	  	  

ANAMBRA	  STATE	  

Let	  me	  at	   this	  point	  give	  all	  glory,	  honour,	  praise	  and	  adoration	  to	   the	  Almighty	  
God	  who	  is	  the	  King	  of	  Kings	  and	  the	  Lord	  of	  Lords	  for	  the	  great	  thing	  He	  did	   in	  
Anambra	   State	   on	   6th	   February,	   2010	   during	   the	   Anambra	   State	   governorship	  
election.	  It	  is	  a	  great	  miracle	  which	  nobody	  should	  over	  look.	  	  The	  expectations	  of	  
so	   many	   Nigerians	   were	   quashed	   completely.	  	   While	   many	   predicted	   and	  
expected	  a	  very	  bloody	  and	  chaotic	  election,	  God	  in	  His	  Infinite	  Mercy	  made	  it	  a	  
very	  Peaceful	  and	  near-‐credible	  and	  fair	  election.	  	  To	  God	  once	  again	  belongs	  all	  
the	  Glory	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name,	  Amen.	  

	  	  

Our	  very	  warm	  congratulations	  go	  to	  His	  Excellency,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi	  who	  won	  the	  
election,	   and	   who	   also	   made	   history	   as	   the	   first	   civilian	   governor	   of	   Anambra	  
State	  to	  win	  the	  Governorship	  elections	  and	  be	  re-‐elected	  for	  the	  second	  tenure.	  

	  	  

May	   I	   also	   congratulate	   and	   express	   our	   great	   gratitude	   to	   some	   candidates	   of	  
other	   Political	   Parties	   who	   after	   the	   election	   demonstrated	   very	   high	   spirit	   of	  
sportsmanship	   by	   visiting	   the	   winner	   and	   openly	   congratulated	   him.	  	   This	  
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milestone	  development	  was	  first	  demonstrated	  in	  Anambra	  State.	  	  Anambra	  State	  
has	  shown	  actually	  that	  we	  are	  the	  Light	  of	  the	  Nation.	  

	  	  

FOOD	  FOR	  THOUGHT	  FOR	  OUR	  DEAR	  GOVERNOR	  

Your	   Excellency,	   may	   I	   remind	   you	   that	   you	   won	   the	   election	   because	   God	  
destined	  it	  to	  be	  so.	  	  Reconciliation	  is	  an	  essential	  and	  indispensable	  ingredient	  in	  
leadership	   and	   governance.	  	   The	   winner-‐takes-‐all	   syndrome	   and	   spirit	   will	  
constrain	  your	  achievements	  and	  outlook.	  	  More	   importantly,	   there	  were	   issues	  
raised	   by	   your	   opponents	   during	   the	   campaign	   period	   which	   ought	   not	   to	   be	  
swept	  under	  the	  carpet	  by	  you.	  	  The	  Local	  Government	  election	  is	  long	  overdue	  in	  
Anambra	  State.	  Anambra	  State	  belongs	  to	  all	  of	  us,	  so	  the	  governor	  is	  expected	  to	  
try	  as	  much	  as	  possible	  to	  carry	  everybody	  and	  every	  denomination	  along	   in	  his	  
administration	  without	  any	  overt	  or	  covert	  inclinations	  and	  preference	  to	  any.	  

	  	  

Finally,	   the	   governor	   should	   look	   into	   the	   operation	   and	   efficiency	   of	   Anambra	  
Broadcasting	  Service	   (ABS)	  both	   the	  Radio	  and	  Television	  outfits.	  	   It	   surprises	  us	  
that	   other	   State	   Radio	   Stations	   in	   the	   South-‐East	   sandwich	   and	   strangulate	   the	  
ABS	  even	   in	  Anambra	  State.	  	  The	  electronic	  media	   in	  Anambra	  State	  needs	  total	  
overhaul	  if	  the	  government	  can	  inform	  her	  citizens	  and	  subjects	  of	  their	  activities.	  
The	  Internal	  Revenue	  which	  should	  have	  accrued	  to	  the	  state	  is	  diverted	  to	  other	  
states	  where	  their	  Radio	  and	  Television	  Stations	  are	  vibrant	  and	  efficient.	  

	  	  

DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI	  –	  JESUS	  CHRIST	  OUR	  SURE	  ANCHOR	  

We	  thank	  God	  immensely	  for	   leading	  us	  thus	  far	   in	  this	  Diocese.	  	  Even	  though	  it	  
has	  not	  been	  rosy	  and	  juicy	  in	  this	  one	  year	  and	  five	  months	  of	  our	  existence	  as	  a	  
Diocese,	  yet	  remarkable	  advancements	  have	  been	  made.	  It	  should	  be	  re-‐collected	  
that	   I	   did	   say	   in	   my	   maiden	   Bishop's	   charge	   last	   year	   that	   our	   approach	   to	  
Evangelism	  will	  be	  holistic	  in	  nature	  which	  should	  be	  tripod	  in	  dimension	  involving	  
Spiritual,	  Educational,	  and	  Healthcare	  activities.	  

	  	  

HEALTHCARE:	  	  Magnanimously,	  The	  Akuruneulo	  Social	  Club,	  Amichi	  has	  decided	  
to	  fully	  and	  unconditionally	  handover	  the	  Hospital	  complex	  and	  the	  land	  on	  which	  
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it	   is	   situated	   to	   the	  Diocese.	  	   This	  was	   the	   result	   of	   the	  detailed	  discussion	   and	  
negotiation	  which	  the	  Diocese	  had	  with	  Akurueulo	  Social	  Club.	  This	   is	  a	  very	  big	  
encouragement	   and	  morale-‐booster	   to	   us.	  	  We	  pray	   that	   the	  Almighty	  God	  will	  
continue	  to	  bless	  the	  members	  of	  the	  Club	  and	  their	  families	  in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus	  
Christ,	  Amen.	  	  We	  have	  started	  gradual	  development	  of	  the	  Hospital	  by	  molding	  
blocks	   for	   commencement	   of	   major	   work	   in	   the	   Hospital.	  	   I	   appeal	   to	   all	   our	  
members	  both	  in	  Nigeria	  and	  Diaspora	  to	  come	  to	  our	  aid	  in	  making	  that	  hospital	  
an	  enviable	  one	   in	   this	  part	  of	   the	  country.	  	  We	  have	  great	  men	   in	   this	  Diocese	  
who	   can	   be	   very	   instrumental	   to	   the	   building	   and	   development	   of	   the	   hospital	  
through	  their	  meaningful	  contributions	  and	  donations.	  

	  	  

EDUCATION:	  	  We	  have	  started	  the	  construction	  of	  an	  ultra-‐modern	  hostel	  block	  
for	   the	  Holy	  Child	  Convent,	  Amichi	   in	  keeping	  with	  our	  promise	  and	  goal	   stated	  
last	   year.	  	   A	   very	   big	   thanks	   to	   the	   Principal,	   the	   Board	   of	   Governors,	   and	   the	  
Diocesan	  Works	  and	  Project	  Committee	   for	   the	  great	  work	   they	  are	  all	  doing	   in	  
the	  project.	  	   It	   is	  a	  very	  big	  capital-‐intensive	  project.	  	  The	  first	  and	  second	  decks	  
have	   been	   completed,	   and	   we	   are	   also	   calling	   on	   all	   of	   us	   to	   rally	   round	   the	  
Diocese	  to	  see	  to	  the	  completion	  of	  this	  edifice	  at	  least	  before	  the	  third	  session	  of	  
the	  first	  Synod	  next	  year.	  

	  	  

Furthermore,	   we	   are	   heading	   towards	   starting	   a	   Diocesan	   Seminary	   in	   the	  
Diocese.	   I	  want	   to	  direct	   all	   our	   churches	  especially	   the	   church	  workers	   to	   take	  
the	  establishment	  of	  Nursery,	  Primary	  and	  Secondary	  Schools	  as	  a	  priority	  in	  this	  
Diocese.	  	  Where	  such	  School	  is	  established,	  the	  management	  should	  be	  entrusted	  
to	  capable	  and	  reliable	  hands.	  	  The	  management	  of	  our	  church	  schools	  leaves	  so	  
much	   to	   be	   desired.	  	   A	   few	   individuals	   turn	   them	   to	   personal	   property	   and	  
business.	  	   Our	   church	   workers	   also	   exhibit	   a	   very	   high	   level	   of	   non-‐challance,	  
connivance,	  and	  ignorance.	  	  This	  ugly	  scenario	  will	  no	  longer	  be	  tolerated	  

	  	  

OUR	  STAND	  ON	  SOME	  ISSUES	  /	  TRADITIONS:	  

We	  should	  recall	  that	  last	  year,	  we	  stated	  categorically	  that	  this	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  
has	   resolved	   to	   uphold	   the	  Holy	   Scriptures	   (The	  Bible)	   far	   above	   any	   culture	   or	  
traditions	   of	   men	   no	   matter	   how	   popular	   or	   acceptable	   that	   culture	   is	   among	  
men.	  	  Any	  tradition	  that	  contradicts	  the	  word	  of	  God	  is	  unacceptable.	  
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OZO	  TITLE	  TAKING:	  	  To	  our	  greatest	  surprise,	  the	  rate	  at	  which	  some	  of	  our	  male	  
members	   are	   rushing	   towards	   traditional	   ozo	   title	   taking	   remains	   a	   source	   of	  
worry	  to	  us.	  	  May	  we	  declare	  once	  again	  here	  that	  there	  is	  nothing	  like	  “Christian	  
Ozo	  Title.”	  Which	  is	  erroneously	  called	  “Ozo	  ndi	  uka.”	  

	  	  

Jesus	  Christ	  who	   is	   the	  Lord	  and	  Redeemer	  of	  mankind	  said	  “No	  man	  can	  serve	  
two	  masters	  at	  a	  time;	  for	  either	  he	  will	  hate	  the	  one	  and	  love	  the	  other,	  or	  else	  
he	  will	  be	  loyal	  to	  the	  one	  and	  despise	  the	  other.”	  (Matthew	  6:24).	  	  On	  this	  note,	  I	  
want	   to	  make	   it	   	  known	   to	   all	   and	   sundry	   that	   the	  Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   (Anglican	  
Communion)	  does	  not	  accept	  or	  approve	  ‘Ozo	  title'	  taking	  by	  our	  members.	  	  It	  has	  
come	  to	  our	  notice	  that	  some	  of	  our	  Knights	  are	  ozo	  title-‐holders.	  Let	  me	  call	  your	  
attention	   to	  our	   last	   year's	   Synod	  Theme:	   “Choose	  you	   this	  day	  whom	  you	  will	  
serve.”	  	  Nobody	  is	  forcing	  anybody	  to	  drop	  any	  title,	  rather	  what	  we	  are	  saying	  is	  
that	   “Knighthood”	   and	   “Ozo	   title''	   can	   never	   go	   together	   in	   this	   Diocese.	  	   The	  
simple	  instruction	  is	  “make	  a	  choice.”	  	  If	  you	  choose	  Knighthood	  drop	  Ozo	  title	  or	  
if	  you	  choose	  Ozo	  title	  drop	  Knighthood.	  	  No	  amount	  of	  intimidation,	  harassment,	  
or	  blackmail	  will	  shift	  this	  stand.	  

	  	  

SUNDAY	  –	  OUR	  HALLOWED	  DAY	  OF	  WORSHIP	  

As	  Christians,	  we	  have	  chosen	  the	  first	  day	  of	   the	  week	   in	  which	  our	  Savior	  and	  
King	  conquered	  death	  and	  resurrected	  as	  our	  day	  of	  worship.	  	  Therefore	  it	  should	  
be	  treated	  as	  a	  very	  holy	  day	  just	  as	  the	  Sabbath	  day	  in	  Judaism.	  	  Recently,	  the	  so	  
called	   Christians	   are	   now	   fixing	   traditional	   marriages	   on	   Sunday,	   and	   other	  
meetings.	   I	   say	   it	   here	   and	   now	   that	   none	   of	   our	   members	   should	   fix	   any	  
traditional	  marriage	  on	  Sunday	  for	  whatever	  reason.	  	  Again,	  Sunday	  should	  not	  be	  
used	  for	  meetings.	  It	  is	  a	  special	  day	  set	  aside	  for	  worship.	  	  

	  	  

I	  want	  to	  implore	  all	  the	  members	  of	  our	  Diocese	  to	  refer	  to	  pages	  18	  to	  21	  of	  our	  
last	   year's	   Bishop's	   charge	   to	   be	   acquainted	   with	   the	   guidelines	   on	   some	  
traditions	  and	  their	  acceptability	  or	  otherwise	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  
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MINOR	  ADJUSTMENTS:	  

For	   any	   administration	  or	   leadership	   to	  be	  up	   to	  date	   in	  meeting	   the	   yearnings	  
and	  aspirations	  of	  the	  led,	  there	  must	  be	  constant	  review	  of	  actions	  and	  policies	  
which	   will	   always	   create	   room	   for	   necessary	   adjustments	   and	   re-‐adjustments.	  
	  You	   can	   recall	   that	   last	   year,	   in	   our	   effort	   to	   make	   for	   effectiveness	   in	   the	  
structure	   of	   Diocese,	   we	   restructured	   the	   Diocese	   by	   creating	   some	  
Archdeaconries.	  	  Having	  worked	  with	   that	   structure	  and	  discovered	  some	  minor	  
pitfalls,	  I	  therefore	  make	  this	  minor	  adjustment:	  
a.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  St.	  James'	  Parish,	  Azigbo	  is	  now	  upgraded	  to	  Azigbo	  Archdeaconry;	  and	  
b.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Immanuel	   Church	   Parish,	   Akwaihedi	   is	   taken	   back	   to	   Osumenyi	  

Archdeaconry	  for	  effective	  co-‐ordination.	  
	  	  
BISHOP'S	  COMMISSARIES:	  	  
There	  is	  very	  strong	  need	  to	  have	  very	  close	  link	  and	  contacts	  with	  our	  members	  
in	   different	   parts	   of	   Nigeria	   and	   also	   those	   in	   Diaspora.	  	   In	   order	   to	   make	  
communication	   and	   co-‐ordination	   easy	   for	   the	   Bishop	   and	   these	   our	   sons	   and	  
daughters,	  I	  have	  decided	  to	  appoint	  these	  committed	  and	  respected	  men	  to	  be	  
my	  commissaries	  where	  they	  reside:	  
a.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  Lagos	  –	  Sir	  Emma	  Okoli	  
b.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  	  Abuja	  –	  Prince	  Sunny	  Ukachukwu	  
c.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  Aba	  –	  Sir	  Barr.	  D.	  I.	  Udogu	  (SAN)	  
d	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  Portharcourt	  –	  Sir	  Engr.	  Igweka	  Uche	  
e.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  Enugu	  –	  Sir	  Obi	  Ofoegbu.	  
f.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  America	  –	  Dr.	  Maduka	  
g.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  London	  –	  Sir	  Mike	  Agazie	  
h.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  Onitsha	  –	  Mr.	  Christian	  OKwonna	  
i.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop's	  Commissary	  in	  Kano	  –	  Sir	  Festus	  Okafor.	  
	  	  
These	  highly	  respected	  Christian	  men	  are	  to	  co-‐ordinate	  and	  bring	  together	  all	  the	  
members	   of	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   (Anglican	   Communion)	   residing	   in	   the	   areas	   /	  
towns	   /	   cities	   and	   countries	   where	   they	   are	   assigned	   to,	   for	   fellowship	   and	  
meetings.	  	   They	   are	   also	   charged	   with	   the	   responsibility	   of	   arranging	   for	   and	  
putting	  necessary	   logistics	   in	  place	  whenever	   the	  Bishop	  deems	   it	  necessary	   to	  
visit	  their	  area	  of	  coverage.	  We	  promise	  you	  our	  fervent	  prayers.	  
	  	  
RETIREMENT:	  
We	   thank	   God	   immensely	   for	   being	   very	   gracious	   to	   two	   of	   our	   Priests	   in	  
preserving	   them	   in	   this	   ministry	   to	   attain	   healthy	   retirement	   age	   of	   sixty	   five	  
(65yrs).	  	  We	  also	  thank	  them	  for	  contributing	  their	  quota	  in	  the	  advancement	  of	  
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Christ's	  Kingdom	  through	  the	  Gospel.	  	  May	  He	  give	  you	  good	  health	  in	  your	  post-‐
retirement	  endeavours	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name,	  Amen.	  
	  	  
They	  are:	  
i,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Revd.	  Canon	  Abadnego	  Igbokwe	  –	  He	  will	  retire	  on	  30/06/10	  
ii.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ven.	  Ephraim	  O.	  Umeh	  –	  He	  will	  retire	  on	  30/11/10	  
	  	  
THE	  THEME	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  THE	  CHURCH;	  THE	  BIBLE;	  AND	  THE	  TRADITIONS	  OF	  
MEN	  –	  WHICH	  WAY?	  
It	  is	  against	  the	  backdrop	  of	  the	  apparent	  decline	  in	  the	  meaning	  and	  activities	  of	  
the	   present	   day	   church,	   and	   the	   outright	   opposition	   from	   the	   unbiblical	  
traditions	   and	   the	   God-‐given	   teachings	   of	   the	   Bible	   that	   we	   have	   prayerfully	  
come	  up	  with	  this	  year's	  Synod	  theme.	  
	  	  
THE	  CHURCH:	  	  The	  meaning	  of	  church	  and	  church	  –	  manship	  has	  so	  much	  been	  
eroded	  to	  the	  extent	  that	  men	  and	  women	  seem	  to	  be	  at	  the	  crossroad	  as	  to	  the	  
real	   meaning	   of	   church,	   principles	   of	   church	   existence	   and	   the	   relevance	   of	  
church	   in	   a	   plural	   world	   and	  modernization.	  	   In	   the	   latter	   part	   of	   His	  ministry	  
Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord	  observed	  a	  series	  of	  retreats	  with	  the	  Twelve.	  	  His	  purpose	  
for	  the	  retreats	  was	  to	  discern	  whether	  or	  not	  the	  Twelve	  understood	  Him	  and	  
His	  mission.	  	  The	  last	  retreat	  ended	  at	  Caesarea	  Philippi,	  ‘a'	  northern	  Gentile	  city	  
which	  housed	  the	  oldest	  and	  newest	  centres	  of	  Pagan	  worship.	  	   In	  the	  midst	  of	  
these	   idolatries,	   old	   and	   new,	   Peter	   confessed	   of	   Jesus	   Christ,	   “You	   are	   the	  
Christ,	   the	   Son	   of	   the	   Living	   God.”	   (Mtt.	   16:16).	  	   This	   confession	   became	   the	  
foundation	  of	  the	  church.	  	  “I	  say	  to	  you,	  that	  you	  are	  Peter,	  and	  on	  this	  rock	  I	  will	  
build	  my	  church;	  and	  the	  gates	  of	  ha	  des	  shall	  not	  prevail	  against	  it.	  (Mtt.	  16:18).	  	  
The	  confession	  of	  the	  Godhead	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  constitutes	  the	  foundation	  of	  His	  
church.	  	  In	  the	  New	  Testament	  Greek,	  the	  word	  which	  we	  translate	  into	  our	  word	  
“Church”	   is	   the	  word	  “ekklesia”.	  	   It	   is	  a	  compound	  word	  coming	  from	  the	  word	  
Kaleo,	  meaning	  “to	  call,	  “and	  ek,	  meaning	  “out	  of.”	  Thus	  the	  church	  is	  composed	  
of	   “the	   called-‐out	  ones.”	   This	   then	   follows	   that	   the	   church	   is	   a	   living	  organism	  
entered	  into	  by	  individuals	  through	  a	  spiritual	  new	  birth.	  
	  	  
Every	   member	   of	   the	   church	   is	   supposed	   to	   have	   experienced	   this	   new	   birth	  
before	   he/she	   becomes	   a	   part	   of	   that	   body	   of	   Christ.	  	   It	   is	   therefore	   very	  
essential	  to	  note	  emphatically	  here	  that	  anyone	  who	  is	  in	  the	  church	  without	  this	  
new	  birth	  experience	  is	  a	  pollutant	  in	  the	  body	  of	  Christ	  which	  is	  the	  church.	  	  The	  
church	  furthermore	   is	  made	  up	  of	  all	   those	   in	  this	  age	  of	  grace	  who	  have	  been	  
born	  of	  the	  Spirit,	  and	  thus	  placed	  into	  the	  body	  of	  Christ.	  (1Cor.	  12:12-‐13;	  1Pet.	  
1:3).	  	  The	  church	  is	  called	  to	  be.	  
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i.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  Light	  of	  the	  world-‐Matt.5:14-‐16	  
ii.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  Salt	  of	  the	  earth-‐Matt.5:13	  
iii.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  Custodian	  of	  Eternal	  truth	  of	  God.	  
iv.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  A	  Guide	  to	  the	  blind.	  (Rom	  2:19)	  
v.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Succour	  to	  the	  oppressed,	  rejected	  and	  the	  hopeless.(Luke	  4:18-‐19)	  
vi.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  reflector	  and	  sustainer	  of	  righteousness	  of	  God.(Ephesians	  4:23-‐24)	  
	  	  
THE	  BIBLE:	  	  The	  Bible	  is	  the	  book	  of	  redemption.	  It	   is	  that	  or	  nothing	  at	  all.	  The	  
life,	  conduct,	  doctrine	  of	  the	  church	  is	  to	  be	  guided	  and	  controlled	  by	  the	  Bible.	  	  
The	  Bible	  is	  not	  a	  book	  of	  history,	  science,	  anthropology	  ,	  or	  cosmogony	  as	  it	  has	  
been	  erroneously	   called	  by	   some	  people	  or	   sects.	  	   It	   is	  a	  book	  of	   salvation	  and	  
deliverance	  for	  lost	  mankind.	  	  The	  authority	  of	  the	  church	  is	  given	  by	  the	  word	  of	  
God	  and	   limited	   to	   the	  Word	  of	  God.	  	   The	  God-‐given	   authority	   of	   the	  Bishops,	  
Pastors,	   Elders,	   Leaders	   and	   Teachers	   of	   the	   church	   should	   never	   exceed	   the	  
authority	   of	   the	   Scripture,	   nor	   should	   personal	   opinions	   be	   imposed	   on	   the	  
people.	  	   No	   tradition	   or	   culture	   of	   any	   people	   should	   at	   anytime	   or	   place	  
contradict	  or	  subsume	  the	  efficacy	  of	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  no	  matter	  how	  popular.	  
	  	  
God	   spoke	   through	   His	   servant	   David	   in	   Psalm	   119:89.	   “Forever,	   O	   Lord,	   Your	  
Word	  is	  settled	  in	  Heaven”.	  	   In	  Isaiah	  40:8,	   it	  says	  again,	  “The	  grass	  withers,	  the	  
flower	   fades,	   but	   the	  Word	   of	   our	  God	   stands	   forever.”	  	  We	  have	   entered	   into	  
covenant	   with	   the	   everlasting	   God	   in	   this	   Diocese	   that	   “This	   book	   of	   the	   Law	  
(Bible)	  will	  never	  depart	  out	  of	  our	  mouth	  and	  church	  and	  Diocese.	  	  But	  we	  shall	  
meditate	  on	  it	  day	  and	  night,	  to	  observe	  to	  do	  all	  that	  is	  contained	  there	  in.	  	  We	  
shall	  not	  depart	  either	   to	   the	   left	  or	   right.”	  	  The	  Bible	   is	  not	  actually	  one	  book,	  
but	   a	  whole	   library	   of	   books	   designed	   by	   its	   divine	  Author	   to	   provide	   for	  man	  
every	  essential	  particles	  of	   information	  for	  successful	  happy	  living.	  	  The	  sixty-‐six	  
books	   which	   comprise	   the	   biblical	   revelation	   were	   written	   over	   a	   period	   of	  
approximately	  two	  thousand	  years	  by	  at	  least	  fifty	  different	  human	  authors.	  	  The	  
inspiration	  of	  the	  Bible	  is	  only	  one	  of	  the	  miracles	  performed	  by	  the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  
	  	  
CANON	  OF	   THE	   BIBLE:	  	   The	  word	   “Canon”	   comes	   from	   a	   Greek	  word	   (Kanon)	  
meaning	  literally	  “reed”,	  and	  thus	  “straightedge”	  or	  “ruler”	  or	  “rod”.	  	  Out	  of	  this	  
association	  with	  measurement,	  the	  term	  metaphorically	  became	  a	  reference	  to	  a	  
“standard”.	  	  As	  applied	  to	  Scripture,	  then	  the	  canon	  is	  the	  list	  of	  books	  which	  are	  
accepted	  by	  the	  church	  as	  conforming	  to	  the	  standard	  of	  divine	   inspiration	  and	  
authority	   and,	   therefore	   as	   forming	   a	   “rule”	   of	   faith	   and	   practice	   for	   every	  
believer.	  The	  sole	  criterion	  of	  the	  Canon	  of	  Scripture	  is	  inspiration	  (2Timothy	  3:16	  
&	  17).	  
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All	   men	   have	   an	   ultimate	   source	   of	   authority,	   whether	   consciously	   or	  
unconsciously	   and	   the	   authority	   of	   the	  Christian	   church	   is	   the	  Bible.	  	   This	   then	  
shows	  that	  any	  church	  or	  church	  leader	  that	  teaches	  any	  doctrine	  not	  exclusively	  
established	   and	   authenticated	   by	   the	   Bible	   is	   misleading	   people,	   and	   such	   a	  
person	  or	  church	  is	  a	  heretic	  or	  apostate.	  	  The	  Bible	  itself	  claims	  to	  be	  the	  Word	  
of	  God.	  	  It	  originates	  from	  God,	  not	  man.	  Thus	  the	  Scripture	  does	  not	  come	  into	  
being	  by	  the	  will	  of	  man,	  but	  by	  the	  will	  of	  God	  (2Peter	  2:20-‐21).	  
	  	  
Both	  biblically	  and	  historically,	   the	   church	  has	  accepted	   the	  doctrine	  of	  biblical	  
inerrancy.	  	  With	  the	  exception	  of	  a	  few	  heretics,	  pagans	  and	  extremists,	  the	  great	  
stalwarts	   of	   Christianity	   like	   Augustine,	   Luther,	   Calvin,	   Wesley,	   Edwards,	  
Whitefield	  and	  Spurgeon	  clearly	  supported	  the	  concept	  of	  an	  inerrant	  scripture.	  	  
It	   was	   not	   until	   the	   rise	   of	  modern	   skepticism,	   and	   secularism	   that	   professing	  
Christians	  and	  church	  members	  began	  to	  question	  this	  time-‐honoured	  belief	  and	  
doctrine.	  
	  	  
This	   has	   brought	   so	   much	   dangerous	   practices	   and	  traditions	   contrary	   to	   the	  
Word	   of	   God.	  	   Today	   we	   have	   so	   many	   Bible-‐illiterates	   inside	   the	   church	   and	  
even	   in	  the	  altar	  of	   the	  church.	  	  We	  have	  started	  to	  thwart	  and	  undermine	  the	  
authority	   of	   the	   scripture.	  	   Man-‐made,	   pagan	   and	   idolatrous	   practices	   are	  
condoned	  in	  the	  church	  today	  because	  the	  Bible	  is	  relegated	  to	  the	  background.	  
	  	  
The	  Bible	  is	  the	  measuring	  rod	  of	  right	  and	  wrong,	  truth	  and	  false	  hood,	  light	  and	  
darkness.	  	  It	  contains	  the	  thoughts	  of	  God	  and	  is	  a	  ‘book	  to	  be	  read	  for	  wisdom,	  
safety,	   and	   holiness.	   Experiential	   knowledge	   of	   the	  Word	   of	   God	   is	   the	   key	   to	  
understanding	   its	   beauty	   and	   sacredness.	   Jesus	   Christ,	   the	   Lord	   of	   the	   church	  
commands	   “If	   you	   abide	   in	  my	  word,	   you	   are	  my	   disciples	   indeed,”	   And	   you	  
shall	  know	  the	  truth	  and	  the	  truth	  shall	  make	  you	  free.”	  (John	  8:31-‐32).	  
	  	  
	  
	  
THE	  TRADITIONS	  OF	  MEN:	  
According	  to	  Oxford	  Advanced	  Learner's	  Dictionary	  of	  Current	  English,	  Tradition	  
means	   a	   belief,	   custom	  or	  way	   of	   doing	   something	   that	   has	   existed	   for	   a	   long	  
time	  among	  a	  particular	  group	  of	  people.	  	  There	  has	  been	  this	  conflict	  and	  over	  
lapping	   of	   practice	   between	   traditions	   of	  men,	   and	   the	  word	   of	   God.	   It	   is	   not	  
peculiar	  to	  the	  Igbos	  or	  Nigerians	  alone.	  	  Even	  in	  the	  Jewish	  world,	  it	  was	  always	  
a	   heated	   battle	   between	   Jesus	   Christ	   and	   religious	   and	   secular	   leaders	   of	   the	  
Jewish	  nation.	  	  One	  of	  such	  conflicts	   is	  recorded	  in	  Matthew	  15:1-‐3	  thus,	  “Then	  
the	  Scribes	  and	  Pharisees	  who	  were	  from	  Jerusalem	  came	  to	  Jesus,	  saying,	  “Why	  
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do	   your	   disciples	   transgress	   the	   tradition	   of	   the	   elders?	  	   For	   they	   do	   not	   wash	  
their	  hands	  when	  they	  eat	  bread.”	  	  	  He	  answered	  and	  said	  to	  them,	  “Why	  do	  you	  
also	  transgress	  the	  commandment	  of	  God	  because	  of	  your	  tradition?	  	  Most	  of	  the	  
traditions	   that	  people	  hold	   in	  high	  esteem	   including	   some	  of	  our	  members	  are	  
the	  things	  that	  contravene	  the	  word	  of	  God.	  
	  	  
Some	  of	  the	  include:	  

1.   	  Masquerade	  cult	  and	  masquerading	  
2.   Polygamy	  
3.   	  Ihachi	  Nwanyi	  N'ulo	  (single-‐parenting	  of	  unmarried	  women)	  
4.   Taking	   Oath	   before	   a	   shrine	   or	   god	   or	   goddess,	   as	   a	   way	   of	   setling	  

disputes.	  
5.   	  Divorce	  at	  will.	  
6.   Osu	  Caste	  System.	  
7.   	  Ibu	  Ozu	  Nwa-‐ada.	  
8.   Consulting	  a	  ‘witch-‐doctor'	  or	  native	  doctor	  wherever	  a	  baby	  is	  born	  to	  

ascertain	  which	  of	  their	  kinsmen	  or	  women	  that	  re-‐incarnted.	  
9.   	  Ikuchi	  Nwanyi.	  
	  	  

They	   are	   so	   many	   that	   this	   limited	   space	   cannot	   allow	   us	   to	   enumerate	   and	  
discuss	  them	  exhaustively.	  	  But	  a	  look	  at	  the	  above	  traditions	  clearly	  reveals	  that	  
all	   of	   these	   traditions	   are	   against	   the	   word	   of	   God,	   and	   men	   are	   vehemently	  
fighting	  to	  impose	  those	  practices	  even	  upon	  Christians	  and	  the	  church	  of	  God.	  I	  
will	   like	   us	   to	   note	   specially	   that	   in	   the	   dictionary	   definition	   of	   tradition,	   it	  
carefully	   said	   that	   these	  belief,	   custom	  and	  practices	   are	  not	   approved	  by	  both	  
the	  people	  and	  the	  church,	  rather	   it	  says,	  because	   it	  has	  been	   in	  existence	  for	  a	  
long	   time,	   therefore	   men	   without	   verifying	   the	   origin	   continue	   to	   uphold	   and	  
practice	  them.	  	  Nobody	  asks	  whether	   it	   is	   right	  or	  wrong,	   rather	  they	  claim	  that	  
they	  are	  keeping	  the	  traditions	  of	  men.	  

	  	  

I'm	   quite	   optimistic	   that	   our	   father	   in	   God,	   and	   guest	   Preacher,	   and	   the	   Bible	  
Study	  Leader	   in	  this	  Synod	  will	  do	   justice	  to	  this	  theme.	  So	   let	  me	  not	  keep	  you	  
longer	  than	  necessary	  in	  discussing	  the	  Synod	  theme.	  May	  I	  in	  a	  way	  of	  summary	  
tell	   the	  clergy	  and	   laity	  of	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	   (Anglican	  Communion)	   that	  no	  
tradition	  of	  men	  no	  matter	  how	  old	  it	  has	  existed	  can	  be	  tolerated	  or	  allowed	  to	  
stand	   in	   this	   Diocese	   as	   far	   as	   it	   is	   against	   the	   word	   of	   God.	   Wherever,	   the	  
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doctrine	  of	  the	  church,	  and	  the	  Bible	  clashes	  with	  traditions	  of	  men;	  the	  Word	  of	  
God	  must	  stand!	  May	  I	  leave	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  discourse	  to	  our	  guest	  preacher.	  

	  	  

CONCLUSION:	  

As	  I	  conclude	  this	  address,	  let	  me	  give	  hearty	  thanks	  and	  appreciations	  to	  all	  who	  
made	  the	  second	  session	  of	  the	  first	  Synod	  of	  this	  Diocese	  a	  success	  and	  reality.	  	  
My	   special	   thanks	  go	   to	   the	  Cathedral	  Archdeacon,	  Ven.	  David	  Nnonyelum,	  and	  
his	  team	  of	  church	  workers.	  	  Also	  the	  Local	  Organizing	  Committee,	  and	  the	  entire	  
members	  of	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  We	  appreciate	  Chief	  Dr.	  
&	   Mrs	   S.N.	   Okeke	   (Ochendo)	   for	   hosting	   the	   Bishop	   and	   Synod	   delegates	  
yesterday.	  Sir	  Emma	  Okoli	  needs	  to	  be	  thanked	  greatly	  for	  the	  mobilizing	  role	  he	  
played;	  and	  all	  of	  you	  who	  worked	  secretly	  and	  publicly	  to	  support	  this	  Synod.	  We	  
hope	   to	  have	  a	  very	  memorable	  and	  historical	   Synod	  here.	  God	  bless	  all	  of	   you	  
abundantly	  in	  Jesus	  Christ,	  Name,	  Amen.	  

	  	  

Hon.	  C.	   I.	  Nwosu	  who	   is	   the	  Diocesan	  Synod	  Planning	  Committee	  Chairman	  and	  
the	  Secretariat	  need	  special	  commendation.	  	  I	  must	  recognize	  and	  appreciate	  my	  
dear	   wife,	  Mrs.	   Nkem	   Ikeakor	   (Mama	   Amichi)	   for	   her	   support,	   encouragement	  
and	   at	   times	   spending	   sleepless	   nights	   with	   me	   while	   I	   write	   and	   prepare	   for	  
programmes	  and	  retreats.	  May	  God	  continue	  to	  bless	  you	  ma.	  

	  	  

My	  special	  and	  honest	  appeal	  is	  that	  we	  need	  men	  and	  women	  who	  will	  partner	  
with	  us	  in	  the	  following	  areas:	  

1.   Sponsorship	  of	  our	  Radio	  Programmes	  
2.   Sponsoring	  us	  to	  start	  a	  Television	  Programme	  
3.   	  Help	  us	  in	  completing	  the	  Hospital	  Project	  
4.   Assisting	  us	  in	  Establishing	  a	  viable	  Hospital	  in	  the	  Diocese	  
5.   Partner	  with	  us	  in	  Training	  Ordination	  Candidates	  and	  Priests.	  
6.   	  Support	  us	  financially	  in	  building	  our	  Seminary.	  

May	   He	   who	   knows	   how	   to	   reward	   everyone	   bless,	   protect,	   sustain,	   establish,	  
strengthen,	  perfect,	  and	  settle	  all	  of	  you	   in	   the	  name	  of	   the	  FATHER,	  SON,	  AND	  
HOLY	  SPIRIT,	  AMEN.	  
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For	   no	   other	   foundation	   can	   be	   laid,	   except	   that	   which	   has	   been	   laid	   which	   is	  
Jesus	  Christ.	  

	  	  

Let	  us	  rise	  and	  sing”	  

FAITH	  OF	  OUR	  FATHERS,	  HOLY	  FAITH	  

	  	  

MHB	  402.	  	  

	  	  

1.	  	  	  FAITH	  of	  our	  fathers,	  living	  still	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  In	  spite	  of	  dungeon,	  fire,	  and	  sword,	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  O	  how	  our	  hearts	  beat	  high	  with	  joy	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  Whene'er	  we	  hear	  that	  glorious	  word.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Faith	  of	  our	  father!	  Holy	  faith!	  

We	  will	  be	  true	  to	  thee	  till	  death.	  

	  	  

2.	  	  	  Our	  fathers,	  chained	  in	  prisons	  dark	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  Were	  still	  in	  heart	  and	  conscience	  free;	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  And	  blest	  would	  be	  their	  children's	  fate,	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  Though	  they,	  like	  them,	  should	  die	  for	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  thee.	  

	  	  

3.	  	  	  Faith	  of	  our	  fathers!	  God's	  great	  power	  
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	  	  	  	  	  	  Shall	  soon	  all	  nations	  win	  for	  thee;	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  And	  through	  the	  truth	  that	  comes	  from	  God	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  Mankind	  shall	  then	  indeed	  be	  free.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  

4.	  	  	  Faith	  of	  our	  fathers!	  We	  will	  love	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  Both	  friend	  and	  foe	  in	  all	  our	  strife,	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  And	  preach	  thee,	  too,	  as	  love	  knows	  how,	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  By	  kindly	  words	  and	  virtuous	  life;	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  Amen.	  

	  	  

	  	  

Thank	  you	  greatly	  for	  listening	  Patiently.	  

	  	  

†	  Rt.Revd.E.O.Ikeakor.(JP)	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Bishop,Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  June,2010.	  
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ON	  THE	  THIRD	  SESSION	  OF	  THE	  FIRST	  SYNOD.	  

SYNOD	  THEME:	  

“YOU	  ARE	  THE	  LIGHT	  OF	  WORLD”	  {MATTHEW	  5:14}.	  

	  

VENUE:	  

EBENEZER	  ANGLICAN	  CHURCH,	  UNUBI	  

NNEWI	  SOUTH	  LGA,	  ANAMBRA	  STATE.	  
	  
DATE:	  

SATURDAY	  11TH	  JUNE,	  2011	  

TIME:	  11.00AM.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

My	  dear	  good	  people	  and	  cherished	  Laos	  of	  God,	  it	  is	  with	  utmost	  enthusiasm	  and	  
godly	  joy	  that	  I	  heartily	  welcome	  all	  of	  you	  this	  last	  lap	  of	  our	  first	  synod	  called	  the	  
third	   session	   of	   the	   first	   synod	   of	   the	   young	  Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   holding	   here	   at	  
Ebenezer	  Anglican	  church,	  Unubi.	  	  Honestly,	  the	  almighty	  and	  marvelous	  God	  has	  
been	   so	   faithful	   and	   merciful	   to	   this	   diocese	   that	   we	   lack	   adequate	   words	   to	  
express	  our	  profound	  and	  unquantifiable	  gratitude	  to	  Him.	  Faithful	  is	  he	  who	  has	  
promised	  and	  he	  has	  been	  performing	  what	  He	  has	  promised	  and	  will	  continue	  to	  
do	  so	  until	  His	  glorious	  appearing	   in	  His	  second	  coming.	  To	  Him	  alone	  be	  all	  the	  
glory,	   honour,	   worship,	   exaltation,	   dominion,	   power	   and	   majesty	   forever	   and	  
ever.	  Amen.	  We	  also	  thank	  the	  Lord	  for	  granting	  all	  of	  us	  both	   life	  and	  traveling	  
mercies	  to	  be	  partakers	  and	  participants	  in	  this	  wonderful	  and	  special	  synod.	  We	  
describe	   this	   synod	   as	   special	   and	   wonderful	   because	   to	   my	   mind,	   with	   the	  
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conclusion	  of	  the	  first	  Synod	  of	  the	  Diocese,	  we	  are	  graduating	  from	  infanthood	  
to	  adulthood	  as	  a	  diocese.	   It	   is	  also	  special	  because	  we	  also	  move	  from	  drinking	  
milk	   to	   chewing	  bones	   in	  matters	  of	  doctrine,	   liturgy,	   administration,	   discipline,	  
discipleship,	   stewardship,	   worship,	   and	  mission.	  We	   have	   come	   together	   again	  
this	  year	  to	  share	  fellowship	  with	  one	  another,	  to	  study	  the	  word	  of	  God	  as	  family	  
of	   faith,	   to	   review	   our	   programmes	   and	   policies	   as	   a	   diocese,	   to	   chart	   a	   new	  
course	  of	  action	   for	   the	  growth,	  development,	  establishment	  and	  sustenance	  of	  
this	   diocese.	   I	   implore	   you	   to	   therefore	   feel	   free	   in	   the	   presence	   of	   God	   and	  
contribute	   your	   own	   meaningful	   quota	   either	   financially,	   spiritually	   or	  
intellectually	   in	   moving	   the	   diocese	   forward	   and	   in	   God’s	   direction	   too.	   Once	  
again	  you	  are	  welcome	  in	  the	  mighty	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ,	  Amen.	  

In	  order	  to	  maximally	  achieve	  the	  purpose	  of	  our	  gathering	  in	  this	  synod,	  We	  have	  
prayerfully	  chosen	  reputable	  and	  Holy	  Spirit	  filled	  servants	  of	  God	  to	  minister	  the	  
word	  of	  God	  to	  us	  in	  Spirit	  and	  in	  truth.	  

OUR	  GUEST	  PREACHER:	  

Let	  me	  officially	  introduce	  our	  guest	  preach	  and	  main	  bible	  expositor	  in	  this	  synod	  
to	  us.	  He	  is	  no	  other	  person	  than,	  His	  lordship,	  the	  Rt.Revd.	  Raph.	  C.	  okafor,	  the	  
lord	   Bishop	   of	   	   Diocese	   of	   	   Ihiala	   {Anglican	   Communion}.	   If	   not	   for	   protocol,	  
Bishop	   Ralph	  Okafor	   does	   not	   need	   special	   introduction	   because	   he	   is	   a	   house	  
hold	   name	   in	   matters	   of	   evangelism	   and	   discipleship	   both	   within	   the	   Anglican	  
family	  and	  beyond.	  Rt.	  Revd.	  	  	  Raph	  Okafor	  hail	  from	  Awka-‐etiti	  in	  the	  Diocese	  on	  
the	   Niger.	   He	   is	   an	   inspiring	   and	   highly	   acclaimed	   versatile	   national	   and	  
international	  conference,	  crusade,	  revival,	  and	  seminar	  speaker.	  He	  has	  been	  part	  
and	  parcel	  of	  the	  Anglican	  revival	  for	  some	  decades.	  He	  was	  one	  of	  the	  foremost	  
preachers	  during	   the	  “Operation	  Timothy”	  move	  of	   the	  mid-‐eighties	   in	   the	   then	  
Diocese	  on	   the	  Niger	  which	   is	  what	   is	   known	  as	   the	  province	  of	   the	  Niger	   now	  
comprising	  of	  nine	  diocese.	  He	  was	  one	   time	  Secretary	  General	  of	   the	  Scripture	  
Union	  {SU}	  Nigeria.	  He	  is	  also	  a	  very	  major	  and	  consistent	  contributor	  in	  the	  Daily	  
Guide	   Bible	   reading	   aid	   for	   so	  many	   years.	   Rt.	   Revd.	   R.C.	  Okafor	   is	  marriage	   to	  
Engr.Mrs.	   Chinyere	   Okafor	   {Mama	   Ihiala}	   and	   they	   are	   blessed	   with	   wonderful	  
children.	  My	  lord,	  you	  are	  heartily	  and	  sincerely	  welcome.	  

OUR	  BIBLE	  SYUDY	  LEADER	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

He	   is	   no	   less	   a	   personality	   than	   the	   venerable	   David	   Nonyelum.	   He	   is	   the	  
Cathedral	  Administrator	  of	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  He	  is	  also	  the	  
Director	  and	  Chairman	  of	  the	  Amichi,	  Diocesan	  Board	  of	  Missions,	  Evangelism	  and	  
Outreach	  (BOMEO).	  He	  hail	  from	  Mgbakwu	  in	  Awka	  North	  L.G.A	  of	  Anambra	  state	  
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and	  Awka	  Diocese.	  Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	  is	  another	  highly	  gifted	  Bible	  teacher.	  He	  
is	  one	  of	  the	  key	  leaders	  in	  the	  1980’s	  revival	  of	  the	  Diocese	  on	  the	  Niger.	  He	  has	  
worked	   as	   a	   priest	   in	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Bauchi	   under	   the	   late	   Bishop	   of	   Bauchi,	  	  
Rt.Revd	   Erasmus	   Ereaku	   of	   the	   blessed	  memory.	   Ven.	   David	  was	   preferred	   and	  
collated	   archdeacon	   in	   Nnewi	   Diocese.	   He	   is	   also	   a	   seasoned	   preacher	   and	  
teacher	   of	   God’s	   word.	   He	   is	   a	   consistent	   conference,	   crusade,	   revival,	   and	  
seminar	   speaker.	   He	   is	   married	   to	   Mrs.	   Christiana	   Nonyelum	   and	   they	   have	   a	  
blessed	  family.	  

THE	  VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD	  

Unubi	   is	   situated	   at	   the	   extreme	   eastwards	   of	   what	   is	   now	   Nnewi	   South	   local	  
Government	  Area,	  having	  common	  boundaries	  with	  Ekwulumili,	  Osumenyi,	  and	  in	  
the	   west	   and	   Akwa-‐ihedi	   in	   the	   south,	   Uga	   in	   Aguata	   L.G.A	   in	   the	   North.	   The	  
history	   of	   Anglicanism	   in	   Unubi	   with	   the	   pioneer	   church	   as	   Ebenezer	   church,	  
unubi	   is	   both	   challenging	   and	   interesting.	   This	   is	   because	   it	   is	   inundated	   with	  
resistance,	   hatred	   and	   malicious	   propaganda	   aimed	   principally	   at	   prematurely	  
strangulating	  and	  eventually	  exterminating	   the	  Anglican	   faith	   in	   the	   locality	  and	  
vicinity	  called	  Unubi.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Ebenezer	   Anglican	   Church,	   Unubi	   was	   established	   in	   about	   1920.	   The	  
appointment	  of	  Umeohakwom	  Ekesiobi	  as	  a	  warrant	  chief	  by	  the	  colonial	  masters	  
in	   1920	   was	   significant	   to	   the	   C.M.S	   Church	   which	   at	   the	   time	   was	  
contemptuously	  called	  “ekompam”.	   It	  was	  under	  his	  hegemony	   that	   the	  Church	  
got	   firmly	   established	   at	   its	   present	   “Onanike”	   site.	  Mr.	  David	  Akamere,	   one	  of	  
the	  pioneer	  converts	  had	  made	  the	  first	  attempt	  to	  establish	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  
in	   the	   village	   Agbogwugwu	   where	   the	   present	   St.	   Patrick’s	   Roman	   Catholic	  
Church,	   Unubi	   stands	   now.	   His	   effort	   ended	   abortively	   as	   this	   young	   church	  
building	  was	  burnt	  down	  by	  unknown	  persons	  probably	  because	  he	   lacked	  both	  
traditional	  and	  legal	  bureaucratic	  authority	  of	  a	  warrant	  chief.	  	  	  

On	   his	   way	   to	   the	   Eme	   native	   court	   at	   Nnewi,	   Chief	   Umueohakwomm	  
(Umeorakwue)	  had	  come	  in	  contact	  with	  numerous	  groups	  of	  “Ekompams”.	  	  	  Back	  
home	  he	   had	   to	   harbour	   some	   Sunday	   school	   student	   from	  Awka	   College	  Who	  
spent	  days	  before	  going	  back.	  Chief	  Umeohakwom	  did	  not	  relent.	  He	  continued	  to	  
make	  great	  efforts	  to	  establish	  the	  C.M.S	  church	  in	  Unubi	  whose	  members	  were	  
referred	   to	  as	  “Ekompam”,	  a	  corruption	  of	   the	  Christian	   right	  “Confirmation”.	   It	  
was	  said	  that	  a	  time	  due	  to	  his	  desperation	  to	  have	  the	  C.M.S	  church	  established	  
Chief	  Umeohakwom	  gave	  the	  court	  clerk	  at	  Eme	  native	  court,	  Nnewi,	  nine	  cocks	  
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in	  order	  to	  entice	  him	  to	  establish	  the	  C.M.S	  church	  at	  Unubi,	  but	  the	  court	  clerk	  
eventually	  failed	  to	  fulfill	  his	  promise.	  	  

However,	   when	   warrant	   Chief	   Umeohakwom	   discovered	   that	   the	   matter	   was	  
getting	   out	   of	   hand,	   he	   took	   the	   bull	   by	   the	   horns	   .He	   approached	   late	   Rev	  
Ekpunobi	   of	   Obosi,	   the	   then	   priest	   and	   superintendent	   of	   St.	   Mary’s	   Church,	  
Uruagu,	  Nnewi,	  who	  sent	  one	  Jeremiah	  Ezekiel	  also	  of	  Uruagu	  Nnewi	  to	  kindle	  the	  
first	   fires	   of	   Anglicanism	   here	   now	   known	   as	   Ebenezer	   Church,	   Unubi.	   Later	   in	  
1920	  he	  sent	  the	  first	  resident	  teacher,	  Mr.	  Ebenezer	  Chukwukelu	  of	  Ogbunike,	  of	  	  
the	  blessed	  memory,	   in	  honour	  of	  whom	  this	  Church	  was	  christened.	  At	  a	   time,	  
through	  his	  house	  to	  house	  preaching	  and	  evangelism	  the	  young	  Ebenezer	  Church	  
started	  gaining	  ground.	  

It	  must	  be	  notes	  at	  this	  juncture	  that	  warrant	  Chief	  Umeohakwom	  never	  himself	  
became	  a	  convert	  till	  his	  death	  in	  the	  late	  fifties.	  But	  he	  guarded	  the	  Church	  and	  
was	  instrumental	  to	  the	  eventual	  survival.	  Soon	  after	  Mr.	  Ebenezer	  Chukwukelu,	  
the	   first	   resident	   Church	   teacher	   was	   transferred	   about	   1925;	   the	   chief	  
immediately	   approached	   Rev’d.	   Ekpunobi,	   who	   posted	   without	   delay	   another	  
teacher,	   Mr.	   Samuel	   Onwudiwe	   also	   from	   Uruagu,	   Nnewi.	   When	   Mr.	   Samuel	  
Onwudiwe	   was	   transferred	   almost	   immediately	   he	   arrived	   because	   the	   Church	  
owed	  assessment,	  Mr.	  Emmanuel	  Orakwue,	  the	  son	  of	  the	  warrant	  Chief,	  then	  a	  
pupil	   of	   	   Ekwuluobia	   Central	   School	   became	   the	   Church	   teacher	   without	   pay.	  
Between	  1930and	  1936	  both	  Mr.	   Emmanuel	  Orakwue	  and	  Mr.	  Gabriel	  Ofiocha,	  
alternated	  as	  “Local	  helpers”	  or	  lay	  Readers’’	  of	  the	  church.	  

The	   name	   “Onanike”	   where	   the	   present	   church	   stands	   presented	   its	   own	  
problems.	   The	   place	  was	   a	   thick	   bush,	   a	   no-‐man’s	   land,	   used	   by	   slave	   dealers,	  
kidnappers,	  head	  hunters	  and	  gang	  of	   robbers	  as	  operational	  base.	  Hence,	   they	  
could	  ambush	  unsuspecting	  travelers,	  enslave,	  kidnap	  or	  rob	  them	  of	  their	  wares.	  
Literarily	  ,the	  name	  means	  “Robbing	  by	  force”	  but	  both	  the	  Roman	  Catholics	  and	  
pagans	  interpreted	  it	  for	  propaganda	  purpose,	  to	  mean	  “Dying	  prematurely	  in	  the	  
bloom	  of	   life”	   in	  order	  to	  scare	  away	  interested	  converts.	  Even	  though	  the	  early	  
converts	   were	   victimized,	   and	   ostracized,	   obviously	   they	   possessed	   an	  
unparalleled	   zeal	   for	   evangelism	   and	   commitment.	   They	   were	   beaten,	  
persecuted,	   tempest-‐tossed,	  but	   they	  never	   surrendered.	  Despite	   the	   frequency	  
and	  intensity	  of	  the	  acrimony,	  animosity,	  vendetta,	  arson	  and	  vandalism	  from	  the	  
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Roman	  Catholic	  Church,	  none	  of	  the	  early	  Anglicans	  crossed	  over,	  none	  recanted	  
because	  of	  their	  resilience,	  courage	  and	  never-‐cry-‐defeat	  doggedness,	   in	  1935	   it	  
was	  decreed	  by	  Nkwukwor	  village	  that	  none	  of	   their	  villages	  should	  ever	  attend	  
Anglican	   Church	   while	   it	   is	   true	   that	   this	   ungodly	   and	   unchristian	   decree	   still	  
survives	  up	  to	  date,	  an	  Anglican	  Church,	  St.	  paul’s	  Church	  has	  been	  planted	  in	  that	  
axis	  and	  many	  of	  the	  members	  are	  from	  that	  village.	  

	  	  Also	   two	   more	   Anglican	   Churches	   have	   been	   planted	   in	   Unubi	   bringing	   the	  
number	  of	  Anglican	  Churches	  in	  Unubi	  to	  four	  namely:	  Ebenezer	  Anglican	  Church	  
Unubi	   Headquarter;	   St.	   Paul’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Unubi;	   St	   Andrews	   Anglican	  
church	  Unubi	  and	  St.	  Simon’s	  Anglican	  Church	  Unubi.	  	  	  

	  	  The	   earliest	   converts	   and	   members	   of	   the	   Ebenezer	   Church	   as	   at	   1930-‐1932	  
were	  only	  thirty	  in	  number.	  They	  include:	  

1.	  Abraham	  Onyenonu	  Ufele	  

2.	  David	  Akamelu	  

3.	  Simon	  Nnadozie	  

4.	  Emmanuel	  Orakwue	  

5.	  Umeojiego	  later	  christened	  Frederick	  Ofoka	  

6.	  Nnamezie	  later	  christened	  Charles	  Nkamnebe	  

7.	  Aaron	  Otiocha	  

8.	  Gabriel	  Otiocha	  

9.	  Adiba,	  Christened	  Richard	  Madu	  

10.	  Ajero,	  christened	  Japheth	  Madu	  

11.	  Maduka,	  christened	  Benjamine	  Umeugoji	  

12.	  Anagbogu,	  christened	  Ben	  Ike.	  

13.	  Uzoeghelu,	  christened	  Josiah	  Orakwue	  

14Okonwo,	  christened	  Dennis	  Orakwue	  
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15.	  Umeoduagu,	  Christened	  Timothy	  Ike	  

16.	  Okafor,	  christened	  Ezekiel	  Oguegbe	  

17.	  Nkeanyi,	  christened	  Christian	  benson	  Ufele	  

18.	  Anyaelosi	  christened	  Nathaniel	  Ufele	  

19.	  Azubuogu,	  christened	  Christian	  Onyejimgbe	  	  

20.	  Uzoabaka	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

21.	  Nzekwam,	  christened	  James	  Umeozumba	  

22.	  Ijenwagu,	  christened	  Festus	  Egbosionu	  

23.	  Ejiagwa	  Umeohia	  

24.Umeonyili,	  christened	  Louis	  Okenwa	  

25.	  Uchejimba,	  christened	  Silas	  Umeugoji	  

26.Adaghoke,	  christened	  Luke	  Epe	  

27.Okafor,	  christened	  Rowland	  Umeugoji	  

28.	  Onyechukwu,	  christened	  Obediah	  Akunne	  	  

29.	  Umeozumba,	  christened	  Donatus	  Umeizu	  

30.	  Agbonma,	  christened	  Mrs.	  Alice	  Oyeka	  (Nee	  Umeugodi)	  

The	  history	  of	  Ebenezer	  church	  Unubi	  cannot	  be	  ended	  without	  mentioning	   late	  
Mr.	   Jonh	   Obidigbo	   Okonkwo	   who	   has	   been	   described	   as	   the	   “ancient	   and	  
modern”	   of	   Ebenezer	   church	  Unubi.	   He	  was	   either	   the	   People’s	  warden	   or	   the	  
Pastor’s	  warden	  consistently	  for	  about	  fifty	  years	  (50yrs).	  John	  attended	  without	  
fail	   and	   on	   time,	   daily	   morning	   prayers,	   Wednesday	   prayers,	   Friday	   class,	  
Parochial	   Church	   Committee	   meetings,	   and	   Sunday	   services	   both	   morning	   and	  
evening	   no	   matter	   what	   happened.	   He	   was	   also	   known	   as	   a	   “one	   man	  
congregation”.	  This	  is	  because	  when	  nobody	  is	  in	  the	  church	  for	  evening	  service,	  
John	  will	  be	  there	  with	  the	  catechist	  only	  to	  have	  the	  service.	  He	  was	  virtually	  the	  
pastor	  and	  the	  superintendent	  of	  Eziogboto	  Ward	  3	  because	  of	   	  his	   influence	   in	  
his	   village;	   about	   90%	   of	   Ezigbo	   citizens	   joined	   C.M.S	   Church,	   now	   Anglican	  
Church.	  
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With	   the	   arrival	   of	   	   late	   Revd.	   Johnson	   .E.	   Asiogu	   to	   Ebenezer	   church,	  Unubi	   in	  
1990,	   a	   native	   of	   	   Umueri,	   the	   church	   witnessed	   unprecedented	   growth	   and	  
expansion	  which	  led	  to	  the	  establishment	  of	  three	  more	  churches	  in	  Unubi.	  Two	  
out	  of	   these	   three	  additional	   churches	  now	  have	  ordained	  clergymen	  as	   church	  
workers.	  He	  was	   the	  person	  who	   suggested	   to	  abroad	  members	  of	   the	  need	   to	  
acquire	   land	   and	   build	   halls	   which	   can	   also	   serve	   as	   meeting	   venues	   and	  
occasional	  church	  worship	  center	  for	  them	  and	  for	  others	  thereby	  increasing	  their	  
income	   base.	   Revd.	   Asiogu	   endeared	   himself	   to	  many	   lives	   in	  Unubi	   due	   to	   his	  
lifestyle	  and	  evangelistic	  strategy	  and	  zeal	   in	  2009,	  Unubi	  parish	  was	  constituted	  
into	  Unubi	  Archdeaconry	  with	  Ebenezer	  Church	  as	  the	  headquarter.	  

BELOW	   IS	   THE	   CHRONOLOGY	   OF	   CHURCH	   WORKERS	   WHO	   HAVE	   SERVED	   IN	  
EBNEZER	  CHURCH,	  UNUBI.	  

S/N	   	  NAMES	  	  	   STATUS	   HOME	  TOWN	   PERIOD	  OF	  SERVICE	  

S/N	   	  NAMES	  	  	   STATUS	   HOME	  TOWN	   PERIOD	  OF	  SERVICE	  

	  	  	  1	   Jeremiah	  Ezekiel	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Itinerant	  Church	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Teacher	  

Uruagu	  Nnewi	   1919	  

	  	  	  2	   Ebenezer	  Chukwukelu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Ogbunike	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1920-‐1925	  

	  	  	  3	   	  Samuel	  Onwudiwe	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Uruagu	  Nnewi	   1925	  

	  	  	  4	   	  Patrick	  Maduka	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nnobi	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1925-‐1926	  

	  	  	  5	   	  Daniel	  Ibubo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Aguleri	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1927	  

	  	  	  6	   	  Ebenezer	  Muokelu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Ichida	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1928-‐1929	  

	  	  	  7	   	  Samuel	  Onwudiwe	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Uruagu	  Nnewi	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1930	  

	  	  8	   	  Emmanuel	  Orakwue	  	  	  	  	  	  	  local	  Helper	   Unubi	   1931-‐1936	  

	  	  9	   	  Gabriel	  Otiocha	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Unubi	   1931-‐1936	  

	  	  10	   	  Nathaniel	  Obiagwu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Church	  teacher	   Eziama	  Amichi	   1937-‐1940	  

	  	  11	   	  Matthew	  .O.	  Okoye	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Awka-‐Etiti	   1941-‐1942	  

	  	  12	   	  Reuben	  Agusionu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	  	   Nnewi	   1943-‐1944	  
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	  	  13	   	  G.A.	  Oragudosi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	  	   Okija	   1945-‐1948	  

	  	  14	   	  J.A	  Ndukwe	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Ndiowu	   1959-‐1952	  

	  	  15	   	  Micheal	  Chiedu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nanka	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  1953	  

	  	  16	   F.	  O	  Okoye	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   	  Nnobi	   1954-‐1955	  

	  	  17	   J.C	  Ifemeludike	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nnobi	   1956-‐1957	  

	  	  18	   G.C	  Okolo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nnobi	   1958-‐1959	  

	  	  19	   S.C	  Okeke	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nawfia	   1960-‐1963	  

	  	  20	   S.C	  Okeke	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nnobi	   1964-‐1966	  

	  	  21	   N.B	  Obiaeri	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Umuchu	   1967-‐1969	  

	  	  22	   N.S.C	  Okoli	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Ndikelionwu	   1970-‐1974	  

	  	  23	   G.N	  Molokwu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nkpor	   1975-‐1978	  

	  24	   J.N	  Ezeokeke	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Igboukwu	   1979-‐1981	  

	  25	   F.C	  Ugochukwu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Nkpor	   1982-‐1986	  

	  26	   R.C	  Onyejekwe	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Isieke	   1987-‐1988	  

	  27	   G.C	  Odumegbwu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Ihiala	   1989-‐1999	  

	  28	   E.A	  Okafor	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Obinofia-‐Ndiuno	   1991-‐1993	  

29	   C.C	  Ezeugonwa	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   Ogbodi	   1994-‐1996	  

30	   Revd,J.E.	  Asiogu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  priest	   	  Umuleri	   1990-‐1996	  

31	   Revd.Isaiah	  Ikeobi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   	  Ozubulu	   1997	  

32	   Revd.Isaiah	  Ikeobi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   	  Igboukwu	   1998-‐2001	  

33	   Revd.	  Okolie	  Obodoezie	  	  	  do	   Isieke	   2001-‐2004	  

34	   Revd.	  B.C.	  Igwenazo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  do	   	  Ihiala	   2004-‐2007	  
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35	   Revd.	  B.C	  Muogbo	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Administrator	   Ozubulu	   2008-‐2010	  

36	   Ven.	  C.N.	  Akam	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Archdeacon	   	  Utuh	   2010-‐date	  

	  	  

NEWS	  FROM	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  (CON)	  

The	  second	  All	  African	  Bishop’s	  conference	  which	  was	  organized	  by	  the	  Council	  of	  
Anglican	  Provinces	  of	  Africa	   (CAPA)	  took	  place	   in	  Entebbe,	  Uganda,	   from	  23rd	   to	  
29th	  August,	  2010.	  A	  total	  of	  three	  hundred	  and	  ninety	  eight	  bishops	  from	  Africa	  
attended	  the	  conference.	  The	  Provinces	  that	  were	  in	  attendance	  included:	  

Burundi,	  Central	  Africa,	  Tanzania,	  Uganda,	  West	  African	  and	  Diocese	  of	  Egypt.	  The	  
theme	   for	   the	   conference	   was	   “securing	   our	   future:	   Unlocking	   our	   potentials”	  
(Heb.	  12:1-‐2).	  The	  Principal	  aim	  of	   the	  conference	  was	  to	  sensitize	  and	  mobilize	  
bishops	  in	  Africa	  to	  overcome	  obstacles	  to	  their	  ministry	  and	  mission	  and	  provide	  
them	   with	   information,	   skills	   and	   tools	   to	   their	   ministry	   in	   a	   very	   practical,	  
impactful	  and	  sustainable	  manner.	  The	  meeting	  was	  graced	  with	  the	  presence	  of	  
the	   Archbishop	   of	   Canterbury	   and	   the	   head	   of	   the	   Anglican	   Communion,	   The	  
most	  Rev.	  and	  Rt.	  Hon.	  Rowan	  William’s	   .The	  Chairman	  of	  the	  Global	  South,	  the	  
Most	  Revd.	  Dr.	   John	  Chew	  who	   is	   the	  primate	  of	   the	   South	   East	  Asia,	   	   and	   the	  
Most	  Revd.	  Bob	  Duncan,	  the	  Archbishop	  of	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  in	  North	  America	  
was	  also	  in	  attendance.	  

Very	  wonderful	  presentations	  based	  on	  the	  theme	  of	  the	  conference	  were	  made.	  
They	  included:	  

a)  Nurturing	  Family	  Life	  and	  Building	  Healthy	  population.	  
b)  Nurturing	  Harmonious	  and	  Dignified	  Communities.	  
c)  Securing	  our	  Economic	  Future	  
d)  Empowering	  the	  vulnerable	  
e)  Making	  leadership	  work	  to	  secure	  our	  future	  and	  unlock	  our	  potential.	  

The	   above	   presentation	   were	   made	   by	   highly	   gifted	   and	   professionally	   sound	  
personalities	  that	  one	  can	  only	  conclude	  that	  it	  was	  an	  eye	  opener	  	  and	  challenge	  
to	   our	   twenty	   first	   century	   ministry	   in	   Africa.	   The	   President	   of	   Uganda	   His	  
Excellency,	   Yoweri	   Museveni;	   and	   the	   Prime	   Minister	   the	   Rt.	   Hon.	   Professor	  
Apollo	  Nsibamdi	  visited	  and	  addressed	  the	  conference.	  

COSECRATION	  OF	  NEW	  BISHOPS	  
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On	   Sunday,	   September	   12,	   2010,	   five	   new	   bishops	   were	   consecrated	   at	   the	  
Cathedral	   church	   of	   St.	   Peter,	   Asaba	   by	   His	   Grace,	   The	   Most	   Rev.	   N.D.	   Okoh,	  
Metropolitan	  Archbishop	  and	  primate	  of	  All	  Nigeria.	  They	  include:	  

i.   Rt.	  Revd.	  Abraham	  Akinlalu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Oke-‐Osun	  
ii.   Rt.	  Revd.	  Oluseyi	  Oyelade	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Ife-‐East	  
iii.   Rt.	  Revd.	  Stephen	  Okobe	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Kabba	  
iv.   Rt.	  Revd.	  Cyril	  Odetemu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Ughelli	  
v.   Rt.	  Revd.	  Dr.Alex	  Ibezim	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Awka	  

	  
	  

In	   the	   same	   vein,	   on	   Sunday	   9th	   January,	   2011,	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Owen	   Nwokolo	   was	  
consecrated	   the	   new	   bishop	   of	   the	   Diocese	   on	   the	   Niger	   at	   the	   All	   saints	  
Cathedral,	  Onitsha.	  Our	  sincere	  prayer	  for	  these	  shepherds	  and	  church	  fathers	  is	  
for	   the	   God	   almighty	   who	   is	   the	   owner	   and	   chief	   shepherd	   of	   the	   church	   will	  
endow	   these	   servants	   of	   	  His	   the	   spirit	   of	   godliness,	   serenity;	   contentment	   and	  
humility	  so	  as	  to	  lead	  the	  flock	  of	  Christ	  in	  the	  right	  direction	  and	  eventually	  bring	  
them	   into	   His	   dear	   kingdom	   which	   is	   the	   ultimate	   goal	   and	   purpose	   of	   our	  
ministry	  in	  Jesus	  name.	  Amen.	  

	  

RETIRED	  BISHOPS	  

The	  under	   listed	  bishops	  retired	  joyfully	  and	  meritoriously	  from	  active	  service	  of	  
the	  Lord.	  

a)  The	  Most	  Revd.	  M.S.C.	  Anikwenwa	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Awka	  
b)  Rt.Revd.	  Vincent	  Muoghere	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Ughelli	  
c)  Rt.Rev.	  Nathaniel	  Fasogbun	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Oke-‐osun	  
d)  Rt.	  Revd.	  Ken	  Sandy	  Okeke	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  the	  Niger	  
e)  Rt.	  Revd.	  Samuel	  Ajani	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Diocese	  of	  Egba-‐West	  

	  

We	  pray	  the	  Almighty	  and	  Merciful	  God	  in	  whose	  vineyard	  these	  servants	  of	  his	  
served	   to	   grant	   them	  good	  health	   to	   enjoy	   their	   retirement	   and	   also	   play	   their	  
spiritual	   consultancy	   functions	   as	   experienced	   church	   leaders	   in	   Christ	   Jesus	  
Name.	  Amen.	  

	  

CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  STANDING	  COMMITTEE	  METTINGS	  
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a.   LAGOS	  2010:	  	  

The	   first	   church	   of	   Nigeria	   standing	   committee	   meeting	   chaired	   by	   the	   new	  
Primate,	   The	  Most	   N.D.	   Okoh	  was	   hosted	   by	   the	   Diocese	   of	   logos	   at	   the	   Faith	  
Plaza	   from	   Wednesday	   15	   Saturday	   18	   September,	   2010.	   The	   theme	   of	   the	  
meeting	  was	  “when	  the	  righteous	  rule,	   the	  people	  rejoice……”	  (Proverb	  29:2).	  A	  
total	   of	   one	   hundred	   and	   fifty-‐eight	   bishops	   (158),	   one	   hundred	   and	   forty	   one	  
clergymen	   (141),	   one	   hundred	   and	   twenty-‐six	   (126)lay	  members	   of	   our	   church	  
attended	  the	  meeting.	  Through	  the	  well	  articulated	  and	  seasoned	  sermons,	  Bible	  
studies,	   and	   papers	   presented	   by	   some	  bishop	   and	   lay	  members,	   the	   theme	  of	  
the	   meeting	   	   was	   simplified	   and	   driven	   to	   the	   practical	   understanding	   and	  
application	   of	   the	   participants.	  Good	   and	   godly	   governance	   and	   leadership	  was	  
ardently	  emphasized	  and	  encouraged	  both	  in	  sacred	  and	  secular	  	  institutions.	  The	  
planning	   and	   the	   hosting	  were	   near	   perfect	   in	   all	   aspects	   and	   dimensions.	   The	  
new	  dean	  of	  the	  church	  of	  	  Nigeria,	  Most	  Rev’d	  .E.A.	  Ademowo	  and	  Mama	  lagos	  
Diocese	  	  

	  demonstrated	  what	   they	   know	   how	   to	   do	  well-‐	  WONDERFUL	   HOSITALITY.	   The	  
Standing	  Committee	  agreed	  that	  five	  years	  moratorium	  be	  placed	  on	  creation	  of	  
new	   dioceses	   both	   full-‐fledged	   and	   missionary.	   This	   is	   to	   allow	   the	   church	   of	  
Nigeria	   to	   put	   things	   in	   proper	   shape	   and	   perspective	   in	   the	   already	   created	  
missionary	  dioceses.	  

b.   OWERRI	  2011:	  

The	   2011	  March	   edition	   of	   the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   standing	   Committee	  meeting	  
was	  hosted	  by	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Owerri	   at	   the	  Cathedral	   of	   the	   Transfiguration	  of	  
our	   lord	   (CATOL),	  Owerri	   from	  1st	   -‐5th	  March,	  2011.	   The	   theme	  of	  meeting	  was,	  
“these	  dry	  bones	  shall	  live	  again”	  (Ezekiel	  37:1-‐5).	  It	  was	  another	  time	  of	  spiritual	  
rejuvenation	   as	   God	   used	   the	   preacher	   and	   Bible	   study	   leader,	   The	   Rt.	   Rev’d	  
Tunde	  Adeleye	  to	  exeget	  and	  expound	  the	  theme	  meaningfully	  and	  exhaustively	  
to	   the	   participants.	   The	   meeting	   was	   well	   attended	   by	   the	   house	   of	   	   bishops,	  
clergy	   and	   laity	   respectively.	   We	   must	   commend	   the	   archbishop	   of	   the	  
ecclesiastical	   province	   of	   Owerri,	   The	   Most	   Rev’d.B.C.	   Okoro	   and	   the	   bishop	  
Diocese	   0f	   Owerri;	   the	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Dr	   C.C.	   Okorocha	   and	   their	   wives	   for	   the	  
hospitality	  showed	  to	  the	  participant.	  

ST.	  MATTHIAS’	  DAY	  SPECIAL	  WELFARE	  AND	  EVANGELISM	  OFFRERING:	  

In	  a	  bid	  to	  practically	  demonstrate	  that	  we	  should	  be	  our	  brother’s	  keepers	  and	  
also	  bear	  one	  another’s	  burden,	  our	  primate,	  The	  Most	  Rev’d.N.D.	  Okoh	  directed	  
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that	  a	  special	  offering	  be	  collected	   in	  all	  churches	  and	  dioceses	   in	  the	  Church	  of	  
Nigeria	  on	  St.	  Matthias	  day	  which	  is	  usually	  24th	  February	  of	  every	  year.	  Because	  
St.	  Matthias	  day	  fell	  on	  ordinary	  day	  this	  year,	  the	  special	  offering	  was	  collected	  
on	  Sunday	  27th	   February	  2011.	  Proceeds	  of	  all	  offerings	  on	   that	  Sunday	   such	  as	  
tithes,	   Sunday	   offering/collection,	   thanksgiving,	   offertory,	   stewardship,	   and	  
donation	  should	  be	  remitted	  to	  Church	  of	  Nigeria.	  The	  essence	  of	  the	  is	  to	  assist	  
some	   missionary	   dioceses	   whose	   bishops	   and	   clergymen	   and	   other	   church	  
workers	  are	  passing	  through	  very	  stringent	  and	  almost	  unbearable	  situation	  and	  
also	   to	  enable	   those	  dioceses	   to	  carry	  out	   their	  mission	  work	  effectively.	  By	   the	  
grace	  of	  God,	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	   collected	  a	   total	   of	   eight	  hundred	  and	   seventy	  
five	  thousand,	  one	  hundred	  and	  twenty	  five	  naira	  only	  (N875,	  125.00).	  Which	  we	  
decided	   to	   make	   up	   to	   one	   million,	   ten	   thousand	   and	   fifteen	   naira	   only	   (N1,	  
010,015.00).	  

	  

	  

PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER	  NEWS:	  	   	   	   	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  

A.   PRIMATES	  VISIT:	  

As	  part	  of	  his	  familiarization	  tour	  and	  pastoral	  visit	  to	  all	  Provinces	  of	  the	  Church	  
of	   	   Nigeria,	   our	   primate,	   The	   Most	   Rev’d.	   N.D.	   Okoh	   and	   Mama	   Nigeria,	   Mrs.	  
Nkasiobi	  Okoh	   visited	  our	   province.	   The	  occasion	   took	  place	   at	   Emmaus	  house,	  
Awka	  on	  3rd	   June	  2010.	   It	  was	  purely	  an	   interactive	  session	  with	   the	  Primate	  as	  
bishops	  from	  our	  province	  were	  in	  attendance.	  Many	  people	  asked	  some	  relevant	  
questions	   on	   issues	   bordering	   on	   administration,	   leadership	   and	   liturgy	   of	   the	  
Anglican	  Church	  in	  Nigeria.	  

B.   RETIREMENT	   OF	   OUR	   ARCHBISHOP/	   AND	   THE	  
PRESENTATION	  OF	  THE	  NEW	  ARCHBISHOP:	  

Our	   former	  Archbishop,	   The	  Most	   Rev’d.	  M.S.C.	   Anikwenwa	  OFR,	   and	   the	  wife,	  
Mrs.	   Blessing	   Anikwenwa	   officially	   retired	   from	   active	   church	   service.	   One	   that	  
same	   day,	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   church	   of	   St.	   faith,	   Awka	   our	   new	   archbishop,	   the	  
Most	   Revd.C.O.	   Efobi	   was	   presented	   alongside	   the	   new	   dean	   of	   the	   church	   of	  
Nigeria,	   The	  Most	  Revd.	   E.A	  Ademowo.	  A	   very	  befitting	   send	  off	   ceremony	  was	  
organized	  for	  the	  retiring	  archbishop	  of	  our	  province	  and	  the	  bishop	  of	  Awka	  on	  
Saturday	   20	   November	   at	   St	   .Paul	   University	   podium.	   The	   occasion	   was	   well	  
attended.	  On	  the	  22nd	  November	  2010,	  the	  new	  bishop	  of	  Awka	  in	  the	  person,	  Rt.	  
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Rev.Dr	   Alexander	   Ibezim	  was	   enthroned.	   The	   service	  was	   presided	   over	   by	   The	  
Most	  Rev’d.	  N.D.	  Okoh,	  the	  Archbishop,	  Metropolitan	  and	  Primate	  of	  all	  Nigeria.	  	  

	  

C.   20TH	  EPISCOPACY	  ANIVERSARY	  THANSGIVING.	  

On	   Saturday,May1,2010	   our	   archbishop,	   The	   Most	   Rev’d.	   Christian	   Efobi	  
celebrated	   his	   20th	   anniversary	   as	   a	   bishop	   in	   the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   (Anglican	  
communion	   ).It	   was	   indeed	   a	   very	   joyous	   event	   as	   people	   from	   far	   and	   near	  
graced	   the	   occasion.	  We	   congratulate	   him	   and	  Mama	   Aguata,	  Mrs.	   Jane	   Efobi.	  
May	  the	  almighty	  God	  continue	  to	  sustain	  and	  guide	  them	  in	  their	  episcopacy?	  

In	  the	  same	  vein	  on	  the	  23rd	  of	  October	  2010,	  our	  father,	  his	  lordship	  	  the	  Rt.Rev	  
Dr	   G.I.N.	   Okpala	   together	   with	   his	   wife	   Mama	   Nnewi,	   Mrs.	   Egeria	   Okpala	  
celebrated	   his	   sixty	   first(61st)	   birthday	   anniversary,	   thirty	   four	   years	   of	   his	  
ordination	  and	  28th	  wedding	  anniversary	  at	   the	  St.	  Andrew	  Church,	  DCC.	  Nnewi.	  
The	   Primate	   of	   all	   Nigeria	   presided	   over	   the	   service.	  We	   pray	   for	  more	   fruitful	  
years	  both	  in	  their	  home	  and	  ministry	  	  

We	  want	  to	  also	  express	  our	  joy	  with	  the	  family	  of	  Rt.Rev	  Dr.S.C.	  Ezeofor	  and	  Mrs.	  
Chinyere	  Ezeofor	  (MAMA	  Ogbalu)	  as	  their	  family	  happily	  had	  a	  wonderful	  thanks	  
giving	   service	   on	   behalf	   of	  Mrs.	   Chinyere	   Ezeofor	  who	  was	  miraculously	   healed	  
and	  delivered	  from	  the	  snares	  of	  the	  wicked	  by	  the	  almighty	  God.	  Actually,	  if	  the	  
lord	  has	  not	  been	  on	  our	  side,	  the	  enemy	  would	  have	  extinguished	  us	  like	  a	  wick,	  
but	   he	   who	   watches	   over	   Israel	   never	   sleeps	   nor	   slumbers’.	   To	   him	   be	   all	   the	  
glory.	  

D.	  PAUL	  UNIVERSITY	  	  

We	  are	  very	  glad	  to	  report	  that	  the	  university	  owned	  by	  the	  Anglican	  provinces	  of	  
the	  Niger	  ,Niger	  Delta	  	  Aba,	  Owerri	  and	  Enugu	  	  called	  	  Paul	  University	  took	  of	  the	  
with	   their	   first	   	   batch	   of	   students	   in	   September,	   2010.	   It	   is	   no	  mean	   feat	   at	   all	  
because	   the	   Anglican	   Church	   seems	   to	   be	   grossly	   lagging	   behind	   in	   matter	   of	  
establishing	   schools	   generally	   and	   higher	   education	   in	   particular.	   We	   must	  
continue	  to	  pay	  glowing	  tribute	  to	  our	  father	  in	  the	  lord,	  The	  Most	  Rev’d.	  M.S.C.	  
Anikwenwa	  who	   fought	  generally	  and	  doggedly	   to	   see	   that	  we	  do	  not	   remain	  a	  
laughing	  stock	  in	  this	  direction.	  May	  I	  use	  this	  opportunity	  to	  passionately	  appeal	  
to	   all	   bishop,	   dioceses,	   and	   indeed	   all	   Anglicans	   to	   fanatically	   support	   this	  
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institution	   to	   grow	   to	   full	   muturity	   and	   eventually	   become	   the	   pride	   of	   the	  
Anglican	  family	  in	  the	  part	  of	  the	  world.	  

	  

DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI:	  NEWS	  AND	  EVENTS.	  

(1)	  COLATION	  OF	  ACHDEACON	  AND	  CANONS:	  

On	   Saturday	   25th	   September,	   2010	   five	   new	   archdeacons	   and	   three	   new	  
canons	  were	  collated	  by	  us	  at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	   St	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  at	  
10:00	  am	  the	  archdeacons	  are:	  

1.	  Ven.	  Dr	  Johnson	  Maduka	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Amichi	  West	  Archdeaconry	  	  
2.	  Ven.	  Henry	  Amobi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Osumenyi	  Archdeaconry	  
3.	  Ven.	  Chukwuma	  	  Akam	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Unubi	  Archdeaconry	  
4.	  Ven.	  Anthony	  Uchemereole	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Amichi	  Archdeaconry	  
5.	  Ven.	  Augustine	  Ojukwu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Azigbo	  Archdeaconry	  	  	  	  	  
	  
Those	  we	  collated	  canons	  were:	  
	  (A)	  Revd.	  Canon	  Silas	  Odumegwu	  
	  (B)	  Revd.	  Canon	  Chukwuemeka	  Chukwuebuka	  
(C)	  Revd.	  Canon	  	  	  	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	  

On	  Saturday	  19th	  March,	  20011,	  another	  three	  new	  archdeacons	  were	  collated	  by	  
us	  at	  St	  Simon	  Anglican	  Church	  Ezinifite.They	  are:-‐	  

(A)	  Ven.	  Godwin	  Okafor	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ekwulummili	  Archdeaconry.	  
(B)Ven.	  Jonathan	  Umeasiegbu	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ebenator	  Archdeaconry	  
(C)Ven.	  Nnamdi	  Amutaigwe	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ezinifite	  Archdeaconry	  

We	  want	   to	   state	   again	   that	   every	   preferment	   in	   this	   diocese	   is	   based	   fully	   on	  
performance,	   and	   not	   on	  whom	   you	   know,	   or	  who	   talks	   on	   your	   behalf	   to	   the	  
bishop.	  We	  want	  to	  heartily	  congratulate	  the	  archdeacons,	  canons	  and	  their	  wives	  
on	   their	  position	  and	  assignments.	   I	  want	   to	  also	   remind	  you	   though	  you	  know	  
this	   “To	   whom	   much	   is	   given	   much	   is	   expected”.	   We	   gave	   you	   this	   trust	   and	  
assignment	  when	  you	  were	  performing	  and	  be	   it	   known	   to	   you	  and	  all	   that	  we	  
will	   not	   hesitate	   to	   withdraw	   the	   preferment	   whenever	   you	   decide	   not	   to	  
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perform	  and	  live	  up	  to	  expectation.	  This	  is	  in	  no	  way	  a	  threat	  rather	  a	  charge	  and	  
call	  to	  keep	  the	  flag	  of	  your	  commendable	  performance	  flying.	  

INTRODUCTION	  OF	  OLD	  KNIGHT	  AND	  LADIES	  

Having	  waited	  for	  an	  appreciable	  improvement	  on	  the	  security	  situation	  in	  Nigeria	  
generally	   and	   south	   east	   in	   particular,	   we	   eventually	   had	   our	   induction	   of	   old	  
knights	   and	   ladies	   we	   inherited	   from	   our	   mother	   diocese,	   Nnewi,	   and	   other	  
dioceses	  on	  Saturday	  25th	  September,	  2010.	  The	  auspicious	  occasion	  took	  place	  at	  
the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  Encouragingly	  though	  surprisingly	  too	  
,	  over	  seventy	  five	  (75)	  eminent	  and	  gallant	  knights;	  and	  about	  fifty	  five	  old	  ladies	  
auxiliary	  were	  inducted	  ,	  that	  I	  said	  that	  it	  was	  encouraging	  because	  that	  was	  my	  
first	  time	  of	  seeing	  such	  a	  legion	  of	  knights	  of	  	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  extraction	  in	  one	  
single	   church	   service.	   It	   was	   also	   surprising	   to	   me	   because	   many	   of	   those	   old	  	  
knights	  and	   ladies	  were	  meeting	  one	  on	  one	  with	   their	  bishop	   for	   the	   first	   time	  
even	  after	  nearly	   two	  years	  of	   the	   inauguration	  of	  our	  diocese	   .Well,	   that	   is	   the	  
irony	  of	  knighthood	  in	  our	  church,	  and	  the	  negative	  effect	  of	  indiscriminate	  giving	  
of	  church	  titles	  uncommitted	  	  people.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  

Furthermore,	  we	  were	   convinced	   and	  persuaded	   that	   some	  did	   not	  meet	   up	   in	  
the	   service	   that	  day	  because	  of	   the	  unspeakable	  and	   terrible	  chaotic	   traffic	   jam	  
along,	  ore-‐	  Benin	  express	  way	  we	  decided	  to	  schedule	  second	  induction	  ceremony	  
for	  those	  who	  were	  involved	  in	  the	  traffic	  logjam,	  and	  others	  who	  for	  one	  reason	  
or	   the	  other	  could	  not	  make	   it	   in	   the	   first	   induction.	  This	  second	   induction	  took	  
place	  on	  30th	  December,	  2010	  during	  our	  maiden	  knighthood	   investiture	  at	   the	  
Cathedral.	   Despite	   this	   concerted	   effort	   to	   accommodate	   and	   carry	   everybody	  
along,	   some	   old	   knights	   have	   deliberately	   decided	   not	   be	   inducted	   for	   reason	  
best-‐known	   to	   them.	  To	   those	  who	   responded	  positively	  and	  obeyed,	  we	   thank	  
you	   immensely	   for	   deciding	   to	   partner	   with	   us	   in	   moving	   the	   young	   diocese	  
forward.	  	  May	  the	  good	  lord	  continue	  to	  bless,	  preserve	  and	  support	  you	  always	  
in	  Jesus	  Christ	  	  name.	  A	  men.	  

May	  I	  now	  tell	  those	  who	  have	  flagrantly	  and	  proudly	  decided	  not	  to	  be	  inducted	  
that	  you	  are	  not	  recognized	  as	  	  knights	  or	  ladies	  in	  this	  diocese	  pending	  the	  time	  
you	   are	   inducted,	   your	   financial	   status	   and	   muscle	   notwithstanding.	   The	   first	  
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principle	   that	   guides	   a	   true	   and	   responsible	   soldier	   is	   obedience	   and	   loyalty.	  
When	  a	  soldier	  (knight)	  can	  no	  longer	  obey	  or	  regard	  his	  commanding	  officer,	  to	  
my	  mind,	   that	   soldier	   is	   as	  good	  as	  dismissed	   from	   the	  army.	   In	   times	  of	   joy	  or	  
sorrow,	  nobody	  will	  accord	  you	  any	  right	  as	  a	  knight	  or	  lady.	  If	  you	  are	  willing	  and	  
obedient,	  we	   can	   still	   accommodate	   you	   by	   inducting	   you	   tomorrow	   12th	   June,	  
2011	  during	  our	  synod	  Sunday	  service.	  We	  also	  observed	  with	  dismay	  that	  many	  
knights	   are	  not	  up	   to	  date	   financially	   right	   from	  Nnewi	  Diocese.	   You	  are	  please	  
implored	  to	  clear	  up	  your	  depts.	  with	  Amichi	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  knights	  without	  
further	  delay.	  

MAIDEN	  KNIGHTHOOD	  INVESTITURE:	  

After	  ten	  months	  of	  well-‐structured	  and	  spiritually	  dynamic	  retreat	  and	  training,	  
we	  by	  the	  special	  grace	  of	  God	  investured	  thirty-‐two(32)	  men,	  and	  a	  woman	  into	  
the	  Knighthood	  Order	  of	  St.Christopher	  (ksc)	  and	  ladies	  of	  	  Bethany	  respectively.	  
This	   wonderful	   and	   colorful	   occasion	   took	   place	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St	  
Andrew,	  Amichi	  on	  30th	  December	  2010.	  

The	  new	  knights	  and	  their	  ladies	  are:	  

1.   DAME	  NKEM	  IKEAKOR	  (MAMA	  AMICHI)	  
2.   SIR	  &	  LADY	  OSITA	  ONYENWE.	  
3.   SIR	  &	  LADY	  JEFF	  MADUABUCHUKWU	  OKEKE.	  
4.   SIR	  JIARUS	  ANAYOCHUKWU	  ADINNU.	  
5.   SIR	  &	  LADY	  EDWARD	  UZOMA	  ABATTAM.	  
6.   SIR	  &	  LADY	  CYRIL	  UDODI	  CHIJINDU.	  
7.   SIR	  &	  LADY	  CHRISTIAN	  IFEANYICHUKWU	  NWOSU.	  
8.   SIR	  &	  LADY	  NATHAN	  CHIKADO	  EBEDE.	  
9.   SIR	  &	  LADY	  DANIEL	  UGOCHUKWU	  NWOSU	  
10.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  MATHIAS	  NKEMDILI	  NZEKWE.	  
11.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  SOLOMON	  CHUKWU	  IBEH.	  
12.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  ERNEST	  UZOEKWE	  EDOKOR	  
13.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  CHUIMA	  OKWUDILI	  OGUINE	  	  
14.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  JEFFREY	  OKECHUKWU	  ANYAEGBU	  
15.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  BONIFACE	  .E.	  EKESIOBI	  
16.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  IFEANYI	  ONYEBUCHI	  
17.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  OBINNA	  J.	  NKEMNEME	  
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18.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  SUNDAY	  .S.	  ABASILIM	  
19.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  CHIKA	  J.	  EZENWEILE	  
20.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  AMSELEM	  OBIAGWU	  
21.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  CLIFFORD	  UZOCHUKWU	  UMEANYIKA	  
22.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  SUNDAY	  C.	  UMEANYIKA	  
23.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  MICHEAL	  CHUKWUJEKWU	  AGBASIMELO	  
24.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  TIMOTHY	  CHIKWADO	  UGWUNNE	  
25.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  KINGSLEY	  I.	  ANALUAGU	  
26.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  ISAAC	  KINZE	  OKONKWO.	  
27.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  UCHE	  V.	  NWACHUKWU	  
28.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  EMEKA	  S.	  IBEZIMAKOR	  
29.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  GEOFREY	  CHUKWUEMEKA	  UMEH.	  
30.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  SAMUEL	  ONYEKA	  
31.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  JOHN	  NNAKWE	  IKEGWUONU	  
32.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  CHUBA	  OCHUBILI	  
33.  SIR	  &	  LADY	  CHUKWUDALU	  OKONKWO	  

We	   heartily	   and	   eminently	   congratulate	   these	   men	   and	   women	   who	   have	  
answered	   this	   challenging	   and	   sacrificial	   call	   of	   becoming	   soldiers	   of	   Christ	   and	  
cross.	  Our	  humble	  and	   sincere	  plea	   to	  all	   of	   you	   is	   that	   “Since	  you	  are	   the	   first	  
fruit	   of	   our	   knight	   investiture,	   do	   not	   put	   to	   shame	   by	   disappointing	   God	  who	  
called”.	  None	  of	  you	  approached	  me	  for	  this	  rather	  I	  can	  say	  like	  my	  master	  and	  
redeemer,	  “you	  do	  not	  come	  to	  me,	  rather	  I	  chose	  you	  to	  bear	  fruit	  and	  that	  your	  
fruit	   may	   remain”.	   So	   many	   accusations	   have	   been	   raised	   against	   knights	   and	  
knighthood	   including	   belonging	   to	   secret	   cults,	   womanizing,	   and	   involving	   in	  
heathen	   practices.	   The	   onus	   is	   now	   placed	   on	   you	   to	   prove	   those	   accusations	  
false	  by	  your	  life	  and	  conduct.	  You	  are	  called	  to	  work	  together	  harmoniously	  with	  
your	  bishop	  and	  priests	  to	  move	  the	  church	  forward.	  You	  are	  called	  to	  be	  pillars	  
and	   not	   caterpillars	   in	   your	   parishes	   and	   diocese.	   Knighthood	   is	   never	   and	   can	  
never	   be	   synonymous	   with	   priest.	   Everybody	   should	   know	   his	   boundaries	   and	  
limits	   in	   the	   church	   of	   God.	   A	   good	   knight	   is	   not	   the	   man	   who	   opposes,	  
disrespects	  or	   frustrates	  his	  priest	  or	  vicar.	  You	  are	   the	  bishop`s	   foot	  soldiers	   in	  
fighting	   against	   sin,	   injustice,	   unrighteousness,	   and	   unwholesome	   customs	   and	  
traditions	  which	  militate	  against	  the	  true	  worship	  of	  God.	  
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You	   are	   specifically	   called	   to	   be	   a	   faithful	   steward	   of	   time,	   talent,	   and	  money.	  
Make	  yourself	  available	  for	  God`s	  service	  at	  all	  times.	  May	  I	  at	  this	  point	  singularly	  
state	  here	  that	  “No	  knight	  in	  this	  diocese	  is	  allowed	  to	  take	  ‘Ozo’	  title”.	  Thank	  God	  
that	  those	  who	  took	  it	  before	  renounced	  it	  before	  your	  investiture.	  Ozo	  title	  and	  
knighthood	  cannot	  go	  together.	  The	  scripture	  enjoins	  that	  no	  man	  who	  engages	  in	  
warfare	  entangles	  himself	  with	   the	  civilian	  affairs.	  We	  also	  made	   this	   very	   clear	  
before	   the	   induction	   of	   the	   old	   knights.	   Nobody	   is	   forcing	   anybody	   to	   drop	  
anything.	  We	  are	  only	  re-‐echoing	  what	  the	  economist	  said-‐	  “Opportunity	  cost	   is	  
alternative	   forgone”.	   Simply	   put	   “choose	   knighthood,	   drop	   Ozo	   title	   or	   choose	  
Ozo	  title,	  drop	  knighthood”.	  	  	  

Let	   therefore	   specially	   congratulate	  my	  wife	  Dame	  Nkem	   Ikeakor	   for	  personally	  
and	   willingly	   deciding	   to	   take	   the	   knighthood	   investiture.	   This	   she	   did	   not	   add	  
another	   title	   to	   her	   name,	   but	   to	   disapprove	   the	   insinuation	   and	   baseless	  
allegation	  that	  knighthood	  is	  for	  occult	  men	  and	  women,	  and	  non-‐	  Christians.	  May	  
the	  great	  and	  merciful	  God	  continue	  to	  be	  gracious	  to	  you	  in	  Jesus	  name.	  Amen.	  

	  

SPECIAL	  RETREAT	  FOR	  KNIGHTS	  AND	  LADIES:	  

In	  an	  attempt	  to	  reposition	  our	  knights	  for	  more	  fruitful	  performance	  and	  spiritual	  
reawakening,	  I	  have	  fixed	  a	  special	  retreat	  and	  seminar	  for	  all	  the	  KNIGHTS	  AND	  
LADIES	   of	   this	   diocese	   on	   Thursday	   23rd	   Sunday	   26th	   February,	   2012	   at	  
Agbarhaotor.	   Thursday	   23rd	   evening	   is	   arrival	   day,	   while	   Sunday	   morning	   is	  
departure	  day.	   This	   retreat	   is	   very	   compulsory	   for	   all	   concerned	  and	   that	   is	   the	  
reason	  for	  this	  long	  notice	  and	  information.	  The	  President	  of	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  
Knights;	  and	  the	  Chaplain	  of	  knights	  should	  as	  a	  matter	  of	  urgency	  and	  necessity	  
begin	  now	  to	  plan.	  No	  manner	  of	  excuse	  will	  be	  accepted	  by	  us.	  There	  is	  need	  for	  
us	  to	  meet	  in	  a	  serene	  environment,	  brainstorm	  and	  strategize.	  This	  will	  definitely	  
chart	  a	  new	  course	  for	  both	  our	  diocese	  and	  knighthood.	  Please	  set	  out	  this	  date	  
in	  your	  diary	  as	  sacred	  and	  untouchable.	  

2010	  ADVENT	  ORDINATION:	  

Because	  we	  resolved	  that	  every	  part	  of	  this	  diocese	  must	  have	  sense	  of	  belonging	  
in	  matters	  affecting	  the	  diocese,	  we	  moved	  our	  Second	  Advent	  Ordination	  Service	  



81	  
	  

from	   the	   Cathedral	   to	   Immanuel	   Anglican	   church,	   Ekwulumili.	   This	   ordination	  
service	  took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  5th	  December,	  2010.	  Two	  deacons	  were	  ordained.	  

Those	  ordained	  priests	  were:	  

(i)   Revd.	  Christian	  Ndubuisi	  Akosa	  
(ii)  Revd.	  Paulinus	  Onuora	  Nduukwu.	  

Those	  we	  made	  deacons	  were:	  

(i)	  	  Revd.	  Samuel	  Chijioke	  Omuka	  	  

(Ii)	  Revd.	  Chukwunonso	  Ikenna	  Okwuorah	  

(Iii)	  Revd.	  Paschal	  Chukwuemerie	  Umeoduagu.	  

(Iv)	  Revd.	  Festus	  Ugochukwu	  Ewenike.	  

	  We	  thank	  God	  for	  these	  young	  and	  promising	  servants	  of	  God,	  and	  pray	  that	  
the	   lord	  will	  give	   them	  the	  required	  grace	   to	   remain	   faithful	  ministers	  of	   the	  
mysteries	  of	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God	  all	  the	  days	  of	  their	  lives.	  

SPIRITUAL	  JOURNEYS	  TAKEN	  WITHIN	  THE	  SYNOD	  YEAR	  

(a)  YOUTH	  RENDEZVOUZ/WALKING	  BIBLE	  COMPETITION:	  

	  From	  October	   21st	   to	  October	   24,	   2010,	   dynamic	   young	  men	  and	  women	   from	  
various	  places	  within	  and	  outside	  Anambra	  state	  gathered	  enthusiastically	  at	  the	  
Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi	   for	   a	   youth	   programme	   tagged	   “Youth	  
rendezvous	   cum	  walking	   Bible	   competition.	   It	   was	   indeed	   a	   period	   for	   spiritual	  
rejuvenation	   and	   impartation	   through	   sermons,	   seminars,	   prayers	   and	   various	  
ministrations.	  One	  of	  the	  driving	  forces	  in	  this	  programme	  is	  to	  take	  our	  straying	  
youths	   back	   to	   God	   through	   sound	   biblical	   teaching,	   exposition	   and	  
memorization.	   In	   order	   to	   achieve	   this,	   we	   incorporated	   into	   the	   youth	  
rendezvous	   a	   bible	   competition	   known	  as	   “walking	  bible	   competition”.	   It	  was	   a	  
carefully	   designed	   competition	   to	  make	   young	  people	   in	   our	   church	   to	   develop	  
deeper	  and	  meaningful	  interest	  in	  studying	  the	  bible.	  It	  started	  from	  parish	  level	  
and	  culminated	  into	  diocese	  level.	  The	  grand	  finale	  prizes	  were	  fixed	  thus;	  

1st	  prize:	  brand	  new	  internet-‐enabled	  laptop.	  
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2nd	  prize:	  a	  brand	  new	  ladies	  motorcycle	  

3rd	  prize:	  another	  brand	  new	  ladies	  motorcycle	  

4th	  prize;	  a	  21	  inch	  colour	  television.	  

5th	  prize:	  14	  inch	  television	  

6th	  prize:	  another	  14	  inch	  television	  

Fifteen	  standing	  fans	  as	  a	  consolation	  prize	  for	  other	  finalist	  were	  given	  out,	  with	  
a	  copy	  the	  bible.	  

These	   young	   people	   distinguished	   themselves	   in	   the	   walking	   bible	   competition	  
which	  was	  keenly	  contested:	  

1st	  prize	  winner:	  	  Chukwulobe	  John	  recited	  498	  verses	  of	  the	  bible	  

2nd	  prize	  winner:	  	  Chiamaka	  Nwoke	  

3rd	  prize	  winner:	  	  Ekene	  Igbokwe	  

4th	  prize	  winner:	  	  Blessing	  Oguebie	  

5th	  prize	  winner:	  Miss	  Ebere	  Umeh	  

6th	  prize	  winner:	  Miss	  Uche	  Nwachukwu	  

	  

We	   heartily	   congratulate	   those	   young	   people	   in	   our	   church	   that	   took	   the	  
competition	  very	  seriously	  and	  came	  out	  in	  flying	  colours.	  We	  will	  not	  fail	  to	  thank	  
in	  a	  very	  special	  way,	  those	  who	  donated	  the	  prizes	  won	  in	  the	  competition.	  They	  
include:	  

(a)  Sir	  Dr	  .U.C.	  Nzewi-‐	  Brand	  New	  Laptop	  
(b)  Sir	  Ernest	  Eriobu(Manitoba)-‐	  A	  Brand	  New	  Ladies	  Motorcycle	  
(c)  Mr.	  Charles	  Eboh-‐	  A	  Brand	  New	  Ladies	  Motorcycle	  
(d)  Revd.	  Izu	  Obiekwe-‐	  21	  Inches	  Television,	  And	  Others.	  

May	   the	   good	   lord	   in	  whose	   vineyard	   they	  have	   labored	   and	   sown	   these	   seeds	  
continually	  	  bless,	  preserve	  and	  sustain	  them	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  name,	  amen	  .	   let	  us	  
use	   this	  opportunity	   to	  appeal	   to	  all	   of	  us	   gathered	  here	   to	  help	   the	  diocese	   in	  
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donating	   the	   needed	   items	   for	   this	   year`s	  walking	   bible	   competition	  which	  will	  
commence	   in	   July	   and	   end	   in	   October,	   2011.	   The	   star	   prize	   of	   this	   year’s	  
competition	  is	  a	  university	  or	  college	  of	  education	  or	  polytechnic	  scholarship	  for	  
the	  winner.	   This	  means	   that	   the	   diocese	  will	   pay	   the	   person’s	   school	   fees	   only	  
from	  the	  first	  year	  to	  the	  final	  year	  of	  whatever	  course	  he/she	  gains	  admission	  the	  
same	  year	  to	  study.	  If	  the	  person	  is	  not	  in	  school	  then	  he/she	  will	  go	  home	  with	  a	  
cash	  prize	  of	   two	  hundred	  and	   fifty	   thousand	  naira	  only	   (250,000).	  Other	   items	  
needed	  are:	  

(i)   A	  laptop	  
(ii)  4	  table-‐top	  refrigerator	  
(iii)   4	  1500	  generators	  	  
(iv)   10	  industrial	  fan	  
(v)  One	  medium	  size	  deep	  freezer	  

	  Indicate	  the	  one	  you	  want	  to	  donate	  by	  giving	  us	  your	  name	  and	  item(s).	  We	  
will	   need	   all	   the	   items	   by	   the	   end	   of	   September,	   2011.	   Help	   us	   to	   take	   our	  
young	   people	   back	   to	   the	   Bible	   and	   back	   to	   God.	   The	   grand	   finale	  will	   take	  
place	   on	   Sunday	   23rd	   October,	   2011	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   field	   Amichi	   at	  
12.00noon.	  

	  	  	  	  

AWAITING	   COUPLES	   NIGHT:	   This	   programme	   took	   place	   on	   Friday	   3rd	  
September,	  2011	  at	  10.00pm.	  It	  was	  specifically	  and	  specially	  organized	  by	  Gods	  
direction	  for	  couples	  who	  have	  married	  for	  some	  time	  and	  still	  believe	  God	  for	  the	  
fruit	  of	  the	  womb.	  This	  was	  indeed	  a	  special	  night	  of	  expectation	  because	  couples	  
from	   various	   states	   of	   the	   federation	   converged	   at	   the	   cathedral	   church	   of	   St.	  
Andrews	  Amichi	   to	   implore	  God	   through	   fervent	  and	  passion	   laden	   intercessory	  
prayers	   to	   release	   their	   own	   babies	   for	   them.	   Indeed	   the	   lord	   proved	   himself	  
faithful	  because	  to	   the	  glory	  of	  God,	  since	  after	   the	  program	  many	  people	  have	  
been	   either	   calling	   on	   phone	   or	   sending	   text	  message	   of	   how	   God	   has	   visited,	  
answered	   and	   wiped	   away	   their	   tears.	   The	   crowd	   was	   unprecedented	   to	   the	  
extent	  that	  people	  watched	  from	  outside	  through	  a	  big	  screen	  mounted	  outside.	  
Bro.	  Benjamin	  Cornelius/	  (Mmiri	  Ndu)	  from	  Aba	  was	  on	  hand	  to	  lead	  in	  praise	  and	  
worship.	   This	   year’s	   awaiting	   couples	  Night	   comes	   up	   on	   Friday	   2nd	   September,	  
2011	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  10.00am.	  	  
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JUBILEE	  NIGHT:	  The	  fiftieth	  (50th)	  independence	  Anniversary	  of	  our	  great	  country,	  
Nigeria	   was	   celebrated	   in	   this	   Diocese	   with	   a	   night	   of	   praise,	   Worship	   and	  
prophetic	  cum	  Word	  and	  declaration.	  

It	  was	  declared	  under	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  as	  a	  jubilee	  for	  all	  who	  believe	  and	  trust	   in	  
God	   sincerely	   and	   whole	   heartedly.	   It	   was	   a	   night	   of	   prophetic	   release	   upon	  
Nigeria	   and	   her	   citizens.	   We	   firmly	   believe	   that	   one	   of	   the	   fruits	   of	   that	  
programme	  is	  the	  successful	  general	  election	   in	  this	  year,	  and	  the	  emergency	  of	  
Dr.	   Good	   luck	   Ebele	   Jonathan	   as	   the	   president	   of	   our	   country.	   This	   great	  
programme	   took	   place	   on	   Friday	   1st	   October,	   2010.	   Bro.	   Paul	   Nwokocha	   from	  
Abah	  was	  readily	  available	  to	   lead	   in	  praises;	  also	  present	  were	  Glorious	  singers	  
from	  Enugu;	  and	  Destiny	  fulfillers	  Mass	  Choir.	  

WIDOWS	   CHRISTMAS	   GET-‐TOGETHER:	   According	   to	   the	   Holy	   Bible;	   pure	   and	  
undefiled	  religion	  before	  God	  and	  the	  father	  in	  thus:	  to	  visit	  orphans	  and	  widows	  
in	  their	  trouble	  and	  to	  keep	  oneself	  unspotted	  from	  the	  world”.	   In	  fulfillment	  of	  
the	   scriptural	   injunction,	   all	   the	   widows	   in	   the	   Diocese	   were	   hosted	   at	   the	  
Cathedral	  by	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor	  and	  the	  woman	  ministry	  for	  a	  Christmas	  party	  
on	  Saturday	  18th	  December,2010.	  It	  was	  actually	  a	  moment	  of	  Joy,	  fellowship	  and	  
sharing	  as	  over	  500	  widows	  in	  all	  parishes	  in	  the	  diocese	  gladly	  converged	  at	  the	  
Cathedral	  .They	  were	  fed	  sumptuously	  and	  served	  cheerfully	  by	  the	  Bishop’s	  wife,	  
and	  her	  team	  of	  wonderful	  clergy	  wives.	  The	  word	  of	  God	  was	  expounded	  in	  the	  
gathering	   by	   Rev.d	   Canon	   Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka.	   They	   also	   went	   home	  
with	  some	  toilet	  soaps.	  It	  was	  a	  time	  of	  refreshment	  and	  encouragement	  as	  some	  
of	  them	  openly	  confessed	  that	  they	  felt	   fulfilled.	  May	  God	  continue	  to	  bless	  our	  
woman	  ministry.	  

VALENTINE	   BANQUET:	   On	   Sunday	   13th	   February,	   2011,	   all	   roads	   led	   to	   the	  
Cathedral	  field,	  Amichi	  for	  a	  special	  annual	  gathering	  for	  the	  celebration	  of	  God’s	  
care,	   love	   and	   friendship	   with	   mankind.	   The	   attendance	   to	   this	   valentine	   day	  
celebration	  has	  been	  very	  great	  and	  wonderful.	  	  

More	   than	   one	   thousand	   people,	   married	   and	   single,	   young	   and	   old	   joyfully	  
partook	   in	   that	   dynamic	   programme.	   Ignorantly,	   the	   church	   branded	   the	  
Valentine’s	  day	   celebration	  as	  evil	   and	   immoral;	   thereby	  abandoning	  our	   young	  
people	   to	   inflict	   serious	   physical	   and	   spiritual	   injuries	   on	   themselves	   through	  
unbridled	  sexual	  espionage	  and	  experimentation.	  By	  the	  direction	  and	  inspiration	  
of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  we	  decided	  to	  organize	  what	  we	  call	  valentine	  banquet	  for	  both	  
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the	  married	  and	  the	  single.	  The	  word	  is	  usually	  used	  to	  teach	  God’s	  love	  which	  is	  
the	  true	  love.	  Also	  we	  teach	  couples	  in	  attendance	  how	  to	  cherish	  and	  love	  their	  
spouses	  and	  heal	  their	  marriages.	  The	  feeding	  pattern	  is	  always	  on	  a	  high	  profile	  
so	  as	  to	  give	   it	   the	  banquet	   figure	   it	  deserves.	  Not	  minding	  the	  huge	  amount	  of	  
money	  we	  spend	  on	   it,	   the	   result	  has	  been	  very	  encouraging	  and	   inspiring.	  This	  
year,	   we	   invited	   a	   very	   seasoned	  marriage	   counselor	   and	   youth	   pastor	   	   in	   the	  
person	  of	  Pastor	  Barrister	  Tony	  Ochu	  and	  his	  wife	   to	  minister	  and	   it	  was	  simply	  
awesome.	  A	  guest	  Gospel	  artiste,	  Evangelist	  Chuks	  Chidubem	  of	  Praise	  Channel,	  
Lagos	  was	  on	  hand	  to	  lead	  the	  young	  at	  heart	  in	  lifting	  praises.	  

INAUGURATIONS;	  DEDICATION	  AND	  FOUNDATION	  LAYING.	  	  	  	  

(a)  On	  Saturday,10th	  July,	  2010,	  we	  inaugurated	  the	  Amichi	  Diocesan	  Anglican	  
Children	  
Ministry	   (A.C.M)	   at	   St.	   Stepnen’s	   church,	   Osumeyi.	   Also	   in	   October	   we	  
started	  a	  monthly	  blessing	  programme	  for	  children	  tagged	  “With	  children	  in	  
his	  presence”.	  
	  	  

	  	  	  	  (b)On	   Saturday,	   4th	   September	   2010,	   the	   Amichi	   Diocesan	   Anglican	   Men’s	  
Christian	  Fellowship	   (A.M.C.F)	  was	   inaugurated	  by	  us	  at	  St.	  Philip’s	  Ang.	  Church,	  
Amichi.	  

(c)	  We	   laid	   the	   foundation	   for	   a	   new	   church	  building	   for	   St.	   James’	  Anglican	  
Church,	  Azigbo	  on	  Tuesday	  26th	  October,	  2010.	  

(d)	   On	  Monday	   27th	   December,	   2010,	   we	   dedicated	   a	   family	   house	   for	   the	  
youngest	  brother	  of	  Sir	  Dr.U.C	  Nzewi	  in	  Amichi	  

	  (e)Monday	   3rd	   January,	   2011,	   three	   houses	   built	   by	   Mr.	   Enoch	   Ezike	   for	  
himself	  and	  his	  brothers	  	  	  	  were	  dedicated	  at	  Osumenyi	  by	  us.	  

	  

(f)A	   very	   big	   new	  mortuary	   built	   at	   our	  Diocesan	  Hospital	  was	   dedicated	   on	  
Sunday	  16th	  January,	  2011	  at	  4pm.	  

	  

(g)Dedicated	  of	   our	  Diocesan	  Media	   Centre	  was	   done	  by	   us	   on	   Sunday	   13th	  
March	  2011.	  
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(h)On	   December	   5th,	   we	   inaugurated	   the	   Steering	   Committee	   for	   the	  
establishment	  of	  Master’s	  Vessel	  Seminary	  at	  Immanuel	  Church,	  Ekwulummili.	  

	  

(i)The	   New	   Church	   building	   and	   vicarage	   of	   All	   Saints’	   Church,	   Ekwulummili	  
were	  dedicated	  on	  Sunday	  29th	  May,	  2011.	  

	  

(j)We	  gladly	  dedicated	  cars	  for;	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor,	  Revd.	  Paulinus	  Ndukwu,	  
Revd.	  Samuel	  Omuka,	  Revd,	  Christian	  Akosa	  and	  Revd.	  Canon	  Chukwuemeka	  
Chukwuebuka.	  We	  also	  dedicated	  a	  new	  bus	  for	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Church	  Ebenator	  
bought	   by	   Dr.	   Harry	   Oranezi;	   and	   the	   brand	   new	   bus	   for	   Master’s	   Vessel	  
Seminary	  bought	  and	  donated	  by	  Senator	  Ikechuku	  Obiorah.	  

	  
NEW	  PROGRAMMES	  
By	   the	   special	   grace	   and	   guidance	   of	   God,	   we	   started	   two	   new	   spiritual	  
programmes	   in	  our	  Diocese	  this	  Synod	  year	  under	  review.	  One	  of	   them	  is	  
“KNEELING	   IN	  HIS	  PRESENCE”.	  This	   is	   for	  girls	  and	  women	  throughout	   the	  
Diocese	  in	  which	  all	  women	  gather	  in	  their	  various	  churches	  every	  Saturday	  
to	  kneel	   in	  God’s	  presence	   for	  prayers	  and	  supplication	   from	  6am	  to7am.	  
The	  lord	  has	  been	  faithful	  to	  those	  who	  are	  faithful	  and	  involved	  in	  it.	  The	  
essence	  is	  to	  make	  our	  women	  praying	  women	  instead	  of	  prayer	  collectors.	  
	  
	  The	   second	   programme	   is	   ‘WITH	   CHILDREN	   IN	   HIS	   PRESENCE”.	   This	   is	   a	  
monthly	   gathering	   of	   children	   from	   a	   day	   old	   to	   thirteen	   years	   old.	   The	  
Bishop	  and	  all	  the	  clergymen	  come	  together	  under	  corporate	  anointing	  and	  
make	  prophetic	  declarations	  upon	   these	  children,	  and	  pray	   for	   them.	  The	  
purpose	  is	  to	  shield	  them	  through	  prayers	  from	  all	  the	  schemes	  and	  attacks	  
of	  the	  devil	  and	  his	  cohorts.	  Also,	   it	   is	  aimed	  to	  charting	  a	  positive	  course	  
for	   the	   life	   and	   destiny	   of	   our	   children;	   and	   save	   them	   from	   child	  
delinquency	  and	  decadence.	  
It	  holds	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  every	  first	  Saturday	  of	  every	  month.	   It	   lasts	  from	  
8am	  to	  10am.	  We	  still	   implore	  parents	  to	  take	  this	  move	  very	  serious	  and	  
always	  bring	  their	  children	  for	  that	  prayer	  and	  blessing.	  	  
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(a)	  HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT	  HOSTEL	  BUILDING:	  

By	  the	  special	  grace	  of	  God,	  the	  three	  storey	  hostel	  building	  for	  our	  convent	  has	  
been	  roofed	  to	  the	  glory	  of	  God.	  At	  this	  stage,	  the	  hostel	  has	  gulped	  over	  Seventy	  
five	   million	   naira	   (N75m).	   let	   me	   thank	   the	   Principal	   Ndoeche	   Ijeoma(JP),	  
Chairman	  of	   the	  Boards	  of	  Governors,	   Lady	  Christie	  Ogum;	   the	  Chairman	  of	   the	  
Diocesan	  works	  and	  Project	  Committee,	  Sir	  Engr.F.Igwilo,	  and	  the	  P.T.A	  for	  their	  
commitment,	  doggedness	  and	  sacrifice.	  We	  hope	   to	  hear	   the	   full	   report	  on	   this	  
project	  from	  the	  principal	  when	  she	  reads	  her	  report	  to	  the	  Synod.	  

(b)	  MASTER’S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY:	  
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We	  want	  to	  confidently	  inform	  this	  August	  house	  that	  our	  proposal	  and	  vision	  of	  
establishing	  a	  Seminary	  for	  the	  Diocese	  has	  come	  to	  fruition.	  The	  school	  will	  take	  
off	   fully	   in	   September.	   The	   School	   building	   is	   at	   an	   advanced	   stage	   of	  
construction.	   The	   second	   deck	   has	   been	   completed,	   and	   the	   renovated	   of	   the	  
Principal’s	  house	  has	  also	  been	  completed.	  Senator	  Ikechukwu	  Obiora	  responded	  
to	  our	  call	  for	  a	  new	  bus	  for	  the	  school	  by	  providing	  one	  for	  us	  in	  April	  this	  year.	  
We	   pray	   God	   to	   reward	   him	   abundantly.	   The	   entrance	   examination	   into	   the	  
Seminary	   was	   taken	   on	   Saturday	   26th	   March,	   2011	   while	   the	   interview	   for	  
successful	   candidates	   took	   place	   on	   28th	  may,	   2011.	  We	   have	   committed	   over	  
Eight	  Million	  Naira	  (N8m)	  to	  this	  project	  as	  at	  today.	  

(c)	  DIOCESAN	  LAND	  AT	  EKWULUMILI:	  

The	  large	  expanse	  of	  land	  belonging	  to	  the	  diocese	  at	  Ekwulumili	  which	  has	  being	  
lying	   idle	  and	   fallow	   is	  now	  active	  with	   fencing	  work.	  One	  side	  of	   the	   fence	  has	  
been	   completed	   at	   the	   cost	   of	   three	  million	   naira	   (N3m).	   It	   remains	   two	   other	  
sides	   to	   be	   done.	   The	   diocese	   has	   resolve	   d	   to	   build	   a	   multipurpose	   diocesan	  
retreat	  and	  conference	  center	  on	  the	  land.	  This	  is	  a	  very	  mega	  project	  which	  will	  
cost	  hundreds	  of	  millions	  of	  naira.	  Already	  reputable	  architectural	  firm	  have	  been	  
saddled	  with	  the	  responsibility	  of	  producing	  the	  master	  plan	  for	  the	  project.	  We	  
are	  passionately	  appealing	  to	  our	  individual	  members	  and	  organizations	  to	  come	  
and	  pick	  any	  building	  they	  can	  erect	   for	  us.	  Our	  target	   is	   to	  open	  the	  center	   for	  
use	   during	   10th	   year	   anniversary	   in	   2018.we	   are	   fully	   trusting	   our	  God	   that	   this	  
lofty	   vision	   will	   attract	   your	   support	   both	   morally	   and	   financially.	   This	   project	  
when	  completed	  will	  aggressively	  beat	  down	  the	  assessment	  burden	  of	  churches	  
and	  parishes	  which	  has	  been	  a	  major	  source	  of	  worry	  and	  concern	  to	  me.	  At	  this	  
junction,	  may	  we	  state	  that	  the	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  Knights	  will	  erect	  one	  building	  
in	   that	   complex,	   and	   it	   is	   not	   the	   bungalow	   category.	   Likewise,	   the	   Diocesan	  
Women	   Ministry	   should	   also	   pick	   one	   of	   the	   hostel	   buildings	   and	   sponsor	   its	  
erection.	  Do	   not	  wait	   until	   you	   have	   all	   the	  money	   it	  will	   cost	   before	   you	   start	  
building.	  The	  word	  of	  God	   says	   that	  whosoever	   that	  observed	   the	  weather,	  will	  
never	  snow	  any	  seed.	  The	  same	  scripture	  also	  enjoin	  us	  not	  to	  neglect	  the	  days	  of	  
little	  beginning.	  

DIOCESAN	  HOSPITAL	   	  

We	   want	   to	   use	   this	   opportunity	   to	   thank	   immensely	   the	   Chairman	   of	   the	  
Diocesan	  Hospital	  Management	  Board,	  Sir	  DR	  Eddy	  Agbasimelo,	  and	  the	  medical	  
superintendent	   of	   our	   diocesan	   hospital;	   DR.	   Okwudili	   Obiadazie	   for	   their	  
commitment	   and	  proficiency	   in	   giving	   the	  hospital	   a	  noticeable	   and	   remarkable	  
face	  lift.	  Let	  me	  mention	  it	  here	  though	  it	  will	  be	  contained	  in	  their	  report	  that	  a	  
very	  big	  modern	  mortuary	  with	  its	  full	  facilities	  has	  been	  put	  up	  in	  that	  hospital,	  
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and	  already	  functional.	  The	  fencing	  work	  in	  the	  hospital	  has	  also	  been	  completed.	  
I	   want	   to	   specially	   appreciate	   and	   thank	   our	   brother	   Mr.	   Josiah	   O.j.	   Ibeh	   who	  
personally	  and	  voluntarily	  renovated	  one	  ward	  in	  the	  hospital	  even	  with	  floor	  tiles	  
inside.	   May	   God	   richly	   bless	   and	   reword	   you	   accordingly	   in	   Jesus	   Christ	   name	  
Amen.	  Our	  members	  both	  at	  home	  and	  in	  Diaspora	  are	  being	  called	  upon	  to	  rally	  
round	  the	  diocese	  in	  making	  the	  hospital	  and	  other	  institutions	  in	  the	  diocese	  of	  
Amichi	   a	   pride	   of	   our	   generation.	   I	   have	   no	   iota	   of	   doubt	   in	  my	  mind	   that	   this	  
diocese	  has	  the	  human	  resources	  that	  can	  make	  this	  happen.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI:	  LEST	  WE	  FORGET	  	  

1.   With	  a	  very	  grateful	  and	  graceful	  heart,	   I	  give	  the	  almighty	  God,	  all	  glory,	  
honour,	   praise	   and	   dominion	   for	   the	   successful	   completion	   of	   our	   first	  
synod.	  A	  synod	  as	  you	  are	  aware	  of	  is	  made	  up	  of	  three	  sessions.	  Therefore	  
the	  fist	  synod	  of	  this	  diocese	  is	  winding	  up	  tomorrow,	  and	  to	  me	  it	  marks	  a	  
new	  dimension	  and	  advancement	  in	  the	  age	  of	  this	  diocese.	  It	  is	  then	  very	  
pertinent	  and	  expedient	  to	  remind	  us	  where	  we	  started,	  and	  where	  we	  are	  
still	   going.	   During	   the	   first	   session	   of	   	   this	   synod	   held	   at	   St.	   Stephen’s	  
Anglican	  church	  Osumenyi,	   in	   June	  2009,we	  outlined	  the	  vision	  statement	  
of	   our	   diocese	   some	   of	   these	   vision	   contained	   in	   our	   maiden	   Bishop’s	  
charge	  and	  presidential	  address	  were	  and	  still	  are	  to	  build	  a	  diocese	  were	  
God	   and	   the	  world	   of	   God	   (the	   bible)	   take	   preeminence	   and	   precedence	  
over	  and	  above	  every	  other	  practice	  and	  tradition	  	  
i.   To	  have	  a	  diocese	  were	  Christian	  discipleship,	  bible	  based	  doctrines	  

and	  dogmas	  are	  emphasized	  as	  against	  the	  “utility	  gospel	  “and	  lotto	  
Christianity	  “which	  is	  prevalent	  now.	  	  

ii.   To	  build	  a	  diocese	  were	   the	  welfare	  of	  our	  members	  especially	   the	  
youths,	   widows,	   orphans	   and	   the	   vulnerable	   are	   given	   adequate	  	  
attention	  in	  our	  church	  worship.	  	  

iii.   To	  build	  a	  diocese	  where	  some	  riche	  Anglican	  heritage	  and	  traditions	  
which	   have	   been	   lost	   because	   of	   unnecessary	   and	   unwarranted	  
emulation	  of	  	  other	  denominations	  will	  be	  recovered	  	  

iv.   To	  have	  a	  diocese	  that	  preaches	  the	  holistic	  gospel	  of	  our	  lord	  Jesus	  
Christ	  through	  EDUCATION,	  and	  health	  care	  service	  	  

v.   To	  build	  a	  diocese	  where	  the	  zeal	  and	  the	  commitment	  to	  evangelism	  
and	  soul	  winning	  are	  reawakened	  and	  sustain	  in	  both	  clergy	  and	  laity	  	  

vi.   To	  build	  a	  diocese	  that	  will	  be	  self	  sustaining	  through	  meaningful	  and	  
concrete	   investment	  
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We	  have	  decided	  to	  recapitulate	  this	  vision	  so	  to	  give	  all	  of	  us	  an	  opportunity	  of	  
assessing	   the	   diocese	   always	   to	   ascertain	   whether	   we	   are	   moving	   the	   right	  
direction	  still.	  

a)  MARRIAGE	  AND	  WEDDING	  	  
It	   is	   now	   becoming	   a	   tradition	   for	   church	  members	   to	   come	   early	   in	   the	  
morning	  for	  church	  wedding	  and	  thereafter	  in	  the	  evening	  go	  for	  traditional	  
marriage	  ceremony.	  This	  is	  unacceptable	  in	  this	  diocese.	  The	  church	  should	  
be	  last	  port	  of	  call	  for	  any	  marriage	  involving	  our	  members.	  No	  clergy	  in	  this	  
diocese	  should	  be	  involved	  in	  conducting	  church	  wedding	  before	  traditional	  
marriage.	   This	   practice	   as	   far	   as	   I	   know	   undermines	   and	   rubbishes	   the	  
authority	  of	  church	  and	  the	  efficiency	  of	  church	  wedding.	  It	  is	  expected	  that	  
the	  Church	  under	   the	   leadership	  of	   the	  Priest	   should	   sanctify	  and	  declare	  
final	  blessings	  on	  the	  new	  couple;	  and	  they	  move	  into	  their	  new	  home	  and	  
their	  new	  young	  and	  fragile	  family	  	  
	  	  	  
	  Secondly,	  we	  have	  also	  observed	  with	  shame	  and	  dismay,	  the	  unchristian	  
and	   ungodly	   practice	   of	   wedding	   ceremoniously	   pregnant	   ladies	   in	   our	  
churches.	  This	   is	  both	  unchristian	  and	  unanglican.	  We	  can	  no	  longer	  allow	  
unregenerate	   members	   of	   our	   church	   to	   set	   some	   unwholesome	  
precedences	   and	   standards	   in	   the	   church.	   No	   matter	   how	   popular	   this	  
practice	   has	   become,	   it	   cannot	   be	   condoned	   in	   this	   diocese	  where	   Jesus	  
Christ	   is	   our	   sure	   anchor.	   In	   as	   much	   as	   we	   thank	   God	   for	   the	   gift	   of	  
pregnancy,	   we	   ought	   not	   to	   be	   putting	   the	   cart	   before	   the	   horse.	   The	  
priests	   are	   enjoined	   to	   conduct	   blessing	   of	  marriage	   for	   pregnant	   ladies,	  
and	   that	   with	   pink	   wedding	   gown	   or	   without	   wedding	   gown.	   Sleeveless	  
wedding	  gown,	  near-‐nude	  dressing;	  and	  uncovered	  hair	  of	  bridal	  train,	  and	  
chief	  	  bridesmaid	  should	  never	  be	  accepted	  or	  allowed	  by	  any	  priest.	  
	  
I	   am	   surprised	   that	   priests	   from	   some	   sister	   dioceses	   around	   us	   are	   now	  
inviting	   and	   enticing	   members	   of	   our	   diocese	   to	   their	   dioceses	   and	  
parishes,	  and	  are	  conducting	  wedding	  for	  such	  people.	  We	  are	  conducting	  
our	   investigation,	   and	   will	   soon	   write	   their	   bishops	   to	   ascertain	   if	   such	  
instruction	   emanated	   from	   them.	   Condoning	   evil	   and	   promoting	  
ungodliness	  can	  never	  be	  evangelism.	  
	  
	  

b)   SINGLE	  PARENTS:	  
One	  of	  the	  rampart	  obnoxious	  traditions	  we	  have	  witnessed	  in	  many	  towns	  
in	   our	   diocese	   is	   single-‐	   parenting	   by	   unmarried	   women.	   This	   is	   where	  
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spinsters	   are	   traditionally	   kept	   in	   their	   fathers’	   family	   and	   authorized	   to	  
bear	  children	  without	  getting	  married.	  This	  is	  an	  outright	  authorization	  and	  
legalizing	  of	  fornication,	  adultery	  and	  immorality	  in	  the	  church	  and	  society	  
they	   are	   even	   specially	   recognized	   in	   the	   church	   and	   are	   given	   the	   name	  
“ASSOCIATION”.	   	   We	   now	   state	   categorically	   that	   any	   woman	   who	   is	   in	  
such	   practice	   should	   not	   partake	   in	   Holy	   Communion.	   The	   person	   is	   not	  
qualified	  to	  be	  a	  member	  of	  the	  parochial	  church	  committee;	  or	  be	  in	  the	  
Executive	  Committee	  of	  Women’s	  Guild.	   If	  we	  discover	   such	  parents	  who	  
subject	   their	  daughters	   to	  such	  obnoxious	  practice,	   the	  Diocese	  will	  apply	  
the	  same	  rule	  on	  him/her.	  
	  

c)   BURIAL	  AND	  FUNERAL	  RITES:	  
One	   of	   the	   pagan	   practices,	   which	   have	   been	   imbibed	   by	   Christians	   is	  
shooting	  of	  “dane	  gun”or	  “gun”.	  This	  practice	  originated	  from	  heathenism	  
and	  African	  Traditional	  Religion	  and	  belief.	  The	  shooting	  of	  gun	  they	  believe	  
clears	  the	  way	  of	  the	  dead	  to	  travel	  to	  the	  land	  of	  the	  spirits	  freely	  without	  
hitches	   from	   enemies	   and	   evil	   forces.	   This	   diocese	   has	   banned	   that	  
practice,	   and	   will	   not	   take	   kindly	   to	   ploy	   by	   anybody	   to	   undermine	   our	  
seriousness	  on	  the	  issue.	  Once	  the	  sound	  of	  either	  dane	  gun	  or	  any	  type	  of	  
gunshot	   is	   heard,	   the	   church	  will	   no	   longer	   partake	   in	   that	   burial	   and	   no	  
outing	  service	  in	  our	  church	  by	  the	  members	  of	  the	  deceased	  family.	  

We	  also	  decided	   that	  burial	   services	  will	   be	   conducted	   in	   the	   compound	  of	   the	  
deceased	  so	  as	   to	  reach	  the	  majority	  of	   the	  sympathizers	  with	   the	  word	  of	  God	  
through	  sermon	  which	  is	  the	  most	  important	  aspect	  of	  the	  ceremony.	  Shaving	  of	  
hair	  and	  wearing	  of	  mourning	  clothes	  is	  at	  the	  discretion	  of	  the	  mourner.	  Nobody	  
should	   be	   forced	   in	   this	   diocese	   to	   shave	   hair	   for	   the	   dead	   if	   he	   /she	   is	   not	  
convinced	  or	  delighted	   to	  do	  so.	  None	  of	  our	  member	   should	  be	  maltreated	  by	  
anybody	  or	  group	  of	  persons	  if	  he	  or	  she	  wishes	  not	  to	  put	  on	  mourning	  clothes	  
or	  shave	  hair.	  

(d)OZO	  TITLE:	  

May	   I	   for	   emphasis-‐sake	   reiterate	   here	   that	   a	   full	   member	   of	   our	   church	   and	  
diocese	   is	   not	   allowed	   to	   take	   Ozo	   title.	   Once	   you	   do,	   you	   cease	   to	   be	   a	  
communicant.	  The	  time	  to	  draw	  a	  sharp	  line	  between	  the	  church	  and	  the	  world	  is	  
now.	  No	  man	  can	  serve	  two	  masters	  at	  the	  same	  time.	  

(e)	  OUR	  HEAVEST	  PATTERN:	  
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“And	   Noah	   built	   an	   altar	   unto	   the	   lord;	   and	   took	   of	   every	   clean	   beast,	   and	   of	  
every	  clean	  fowl,	  and	  offered	  burnt	  offerings	  on	  the	  Altar.	  And	  the	  lord	  smelled	  a	  
sweet	  savour,	  and	  the	  lord	  said	  in	  his	  heart,	  I	  will	  not	  again	  curse	  the	  ground	  any	  
more	   for	  man’s	   sake;	   for	   the	   imagination	  of	  man’s	  heart,	   is	  evil	   from	  his	  youth;	  
neither	  will	   I	   again	   smite	   any	  more	   everything	   living	   as	   I	   have	   done.	  While	   the	  
earth	   remains,	   seedtime	  and	  harvest,	  and	  cold	  a	  heat,	  and	  summer	  and	  winter,	  
and	  day	  and	  night	  shall	  not	  cease”.	  (Gen.	  8:20-‐22).	  

Period	  of	  harvest	   in	  our	  church	   life	  and	  season	   is	  a	  period	  of	   joy,	  gratitude,	  and	  
thanksgiving.	   It	   is	   to	   be	   done	  with	   deceit,	   ulterior	  motive	   and	   hypocrisy.	   It	   is	   a	  
time	  church	  members	  give	  generously	  and	  gladly	  to	  God	  in	  appreciation	  that	  He	  
has	   preserved	   his	   people	   to	   witness	   another	   harvest	   season.	   But	   what	   we	   are	  
seeing	  in	  our	  church	  today	  both	  at	  home	  and	  abroad	  disquiets	  and	  disturbs	  one’s	  
mind	  and	   sense	  of	   true	  worship.	  A	   situation	  where	  our	  members	  now	  resort	   to	  
going	  to	  people's	  shops,	  arrange	  with	  them	  and	  carry	  a	  lot	  of	  goods	  and	  wares	  on	  
credit	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  church,	  and	  fill	   the	  harvest	  arena	  with	  such	   items	   is	  very	  
worrisome.	   the	  more	   distributing	   aspect	   of	   the	  whole	   deal	   is	   that	   immediately	  
after	  the	  sales,	  any	  available	  money	  both	  in	  cash	  and	  cheques	  is	  used	  immediately	  
to	  settle	  the	  people	  whose	  goods	  were	  carried,	  and	  the	  church	  is	  completely	  left	  
with	   nothing	   but	   with	   debtors	   register	   which	   to	   a	   very	   large	   extent	   is	   never	  
recovered.	   We	   say	   enough	   of	   this	   deceit	   and	   cheating	   in	   the	   house	   of	   God,	  
enough	   of	   using	   our	   harvest	   period	   as	   avenue	   for	   personal	   business	   and	  
opportunity	   for	   people.	   Based	   on	   the	   above	   development	   and	   situation,	   I	  
therefore	   instruct	   and	  direct	   that	   from	  now,	  no	  body	   is	   allowed	   to	  bring	   in	  any	  
goods	  from	  anywhere	  for	  sale	  during	  our	  harvest	  both	  at	  home	  and	  abroad.	  Any	  
material	  or	  item	  sold	  during	  our	  harvest	  fully	  belongs	  to	  the	  church.	  Our	  members	  
should	  revert	  to	  our	  Anglican	  heritage	  and	  tradition	  of	  preparing	  for	  harvest	  quite	  
ahead	  of	  time,	  by	  deciding	  on	  what	  to	  use	  to	  thank	  God	  for	  the	  year.	  Moreover,	  
all	  our	  harvest	  in	  all	  our	  churches,	  parishes	  and	  branches	  should	  from	  hence	  forth	  
be	  "CASH	  AND	  CARRY".	  Even	  if	  things	  become	  cheap	  as	  a	  result	  of	  this,	  that	  is	  also	  
the	  joy	  of	  harvest.	  No	  more	  credit	  sale	  during	  our	  harvest.	  None	  of	  us	  goes	  to	  the	  
market,	  or	  shopping	  mall	  to	  buy	  his/her	  family's	  food	  stuff,	  dresses	  electronics	  etc	  
on	  credit.	  Why	  should	  we	  do	  that	  in	  the	  house	  of	  God?	  Anybody,	  church,	  or	  parish	  
that	   goes	   contrary	   to	   this	   order	   and	   directive	   is	   doing	   that	   at	   his/her	   own	  
detriment;	  and	  is	  boldly	  challenging	  the	  church,	  and	  the	  owner	  of	  the	  church	  and	  
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that	   is	  God	  Himself.	   Let	   the	  priests	   and	   church	  workers	   rise	   to	   the	   challenge	  of	  
teaching	  our	  members	  the	  meaning	  of	  sacrificial	  giving	  and	  Christian	  stewardship.	  
No	  man	  or	  group	  of	  men	  should	  hold	  the	  church	  of	  to	  ransom.	  	  

	  

(f)	  	  	  	  	  	  RUNING	  OF	  BRANCHES	  OF	  OUR	  PARIHES.	  	  

	  	  	  	  As	   contained	   in	   our	   charge	   last	   year	   during	   the	   second	   session	   of	   our	   first	  
synod;	   the	   major	   reason	   for	   having	   branches	   of	   our	   parishes	   abroad	   is	   for	  
fellowship,	  and	  support	  to	  the	  home	  churches.	  Branches	  were	  never	  meant	  to	  be	  
places	   where	   harvest	   proceeds	   are	   collected,	   banked	   and	   spent	   at	   will	   by	   the	  
officers	  of	  those	  branches	  without	  recourse	  to	  their	  vicar	  and	  PPC	  at	  home.	   It	   is	  
absolutely	  wrong	   for	   branches	   to	   spend	   the	  money	   they	   collected	   on	   behalf	   of	  
their	  home	  parish	  without	  clearance	  and	  accountability.	  	  	  

	  

THE	  STATE	  OF	  OUR	  NATION:	  

2011	  GENERAL	  ELECTIONS	  

God	  works	   in	  mysterious	  ways,	  His	  wonders	   to	  perform.	  First	  of	  all,	  we	  give	  the	  
almighty	  and	  awesome	  God	  all	  the	  glory,	  praise	  and	  adoration	  for	  the	  great	  and	  
unfathomable	   things	   He	   has	   done,	   and	   will	   continue	   to	   do	   in	   Nigeria.	   May	   I	  
sincerely	  congratulate	  His	  Excellency,	  Dr.	  Goodluck	  Ebele	  Jonathan	  GCFR,	   for	  his	  
re-‐election	  as	  the	  president	  of	  this	  great	  country	  Nigeria.	  Let	  me	  also	  congratulate	  
all	   the	   State	   Governors,	   National	   Assembly	   members,	   and	  members	   of	   various	  
State	  Houses	  of	  Assembly	  who	  were	  elected	  newly	  or	  re-‐elected	  to	  their	  various	  
positions	  now.	  

May	   we	   in	   a	   special	   way	   congratulate	   the	   Chairman	   of	   Independent	   Electoral	  
Commission	   (INEC),	   Prof.	   Attahiru	   Jega	   for	   conducting	   an	   election	   which	   is	  
adjudged	  by	  greater	  number	  of	  Nigerians	  as	  free,	  fair	  and	  credible	  with	  his	  team	  
of	   Resident	   Electoral	   Commissioners;	   and	   state	   collaction	   officers	   in	   the	   just	  
concluded	  general	  elections.	  It	  is	  also	  necessary	  for	  us	  to	  commend	  some	  political	  
parties	   and	  Nigeria	  politicians	   for	   coming	  of	   age	   in	  political	  development	   in	  our	  
country.	   Churches	   and	   Christian	   organizations	   deserve	   congratulations	   and	  
gratitude	   for	   the	   ceaseless,	   fervent	   and	   sincere	   prayers	   they	   offered	   to	   God	  
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before,	  during	  and	  after	  this	  historical	  and	  epoch-‐making	  election.	   Indeed,	  there	  
is	  power	  in	  prayer.	  

As	   we	   prophesied	   in	   our	   last	   synod	   and	   charge,	   that	   election	   in	   2011	   will	   no	  
longer	  be	  business	  as	  usual.	  The	  Nigerian	  electorates	  have	  finally	  decided	  to	  take	  
their	  destiny	  into	  their	  hands	  by	  using	  the	  power	  of	  the	  ballot	  to	  decide	  who	  their	  
leader	  at	  every	  echelon	  of	  governance	  becomes.	  I	  think	  that	  through	  this	  election,	  
political	  aspirants	  and	  politicians	  have	   finally	   realized	  that	  power	  belongs	   to	   the	  
people.	  We	   thank	  God	   for	   various	   security	   agencies	   in	  Nigeria	   for	   opting	   to	   do	  
their	  work	  in	  the	  right	  direction.	  

AWORD	  FOR	  OUR	  PRESIDENT,	  AND	  OTHER	  ELECTED	  OFFERS:	  

Our	   Dear	   president,	   the	   votes	   that	   Nigerians	   gave	   to	   you	   during	   g	   this	   just	  
concluded	   election	   which	   defied	   and	   cut	   across	   political,	   ethnic,	   religious;	   and	  
socio-‐culture	  boundaries	  was	  done	  absolutely	  on	   trust	   that	   	  Nigerians	   	  believed	  
that	   	   you	   are	   honest,	   	   sincere	   and,	   and	   will	   undoubtedly	   lead	   this	   country	   to	  
expected	   promise	   land.	   It	   is	   therefore	   incumbent	   on	   you	   to	   meticulously	   and	  
prayerfully	  choose	  your	  cabinet	  members	  basing	  your	  choice	  completely	  on	  merit,	  
proficiency,	  and	  performance.	  One	  of	  the	  greatest	  leadership	  quagmires,	  disaster	  
and	   logjam	   that	   have	   bedeviled	   this	   country	   has	   been	   the	   case	   of	   giving	  
appointive	   positions	   to	   party	   loyalists	   in	   order	   to	   compensate	   for	   their	   loyalty	  
instead	   of	   appointing	   people	   who	   can	   perform	   irrespective	   of	   party	   affiliation.	  
Our	   dear	   president	   has	   no	   justifiable	   reason	   why	   he	   will	   not	   deliver	   this	   time	  
around.	  Whereas	  nothing	  is	  implicitly	  wrong	  in	  rewarding	  party	  loyalists,	  but	  let	  it	  
not	   be	   with	   the	   destiny	   and	   lives	   of	   Nigerians	   who	   have	   suffered	   more	   than	  
enough	  even	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  abundant	  natural	  and	  human	  resources.	  

Borrowing	   	   a	   life	   from	   Prof.	   Attahiru	   Jega,	   the	   INEC	   boss,	   when	   he	   appointed	  
renowned	  professors	  who	  cannot	  afford	  to	  destroy	  	  the	  image	  and	  integrity	  they	  
have	   built	   for	   years	   as	   election	   collaction	   officers	   in	   the	   all	   the	   states	   of	   the	  
country.	  There	  should	  be	  a	  dramatic	  overhaul	  and	  practical	  improvement	  on	  our	  
education;	  power;	  security;	  agricultural	  sectors	  of	  our	  country.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  
all	   the	   elected	   officers	   should	   have	   known	   by	   now	   that	   Nigerians	   knows	   who	  
performs	  in	  governance;	  and	  who	  is	  not	  performing.	  They	  are	  waiting	  for	  another	  
four	  year	  to	  determine	  who	  comes	  in	  through	  their	  votes.	  
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POST-‐ELECTION	  VIOLENCE:	  

It	   still	  beats	  our	   imagination	   that	   in	   this	   twenty-‐first	  century,	  politicians	  can	  still	  
be	  so	  naïve	  and	  myopic	   to	   think	  that	   local	  popularity	   in	   little	  villages	  and	  towns	  
invariably	   transcend	   to	   national	   acceptance	   and	   credibility.	   The	   senseless	  
destruction	  of	  sacred	   lives	  and	  churches	   in	  some	  states	   in	  Northern	  Nigeria	  as	  a	  
result	   of	   the	   presidential	   election	   held	   on	   the	   16th	   of	   April	   2011	   is	   very	  
unfortunate,	   satanic,	   barbaric,	   and	   primitive.	  Whoever	   that	  was	   involved	   either	  
actively	  or	  covertly	  must	  not	  think	  that	  God	  will	  keep	  quiet	  forever.	  He	  is	  indeed	  a	  
God	  of	   justice	  and	   fair	  play.	  We	  have	  once	  again	  appealed	   to	  our	  President,	  Dr.	  
Goodluck	  Jonathan	  to	  ensure	  that	  the	  outcome	  and	  recomendations	  of	  the	  post-‐
election	   violence	   be	   implemented	   to	   the	   letters.	   Let	   this	   country	   know	   that	  
silence	  does	  not	  in	  any	  way	  suggest	  incapacitation	  and	  weakness.	  Destroying	  lives	  
of	   young	   Nigerians	   who	   went	   to	   render	   service	   to	   our	   fatherland	   is	   grossly	  
unacceptable.	  Why	  should	  a	  particular	  ethnic	  group	  feel	  free	  to	  live	  in	  any	  part	  of	  
Nigeria,	  while	  others	  are	  always	  living	  in	  fear	  in	  their	  own	  (former’s)	  locality?	  We	  
pray	  that	  the	  good	  Lord	  will	  grant	  the	  parents,	  spouses,	  children,	  and	  siblings	  of	  
the	  gruesomely	  murdered	  youth	  corps	  members	  the	  grace	  and	  fortitude	  to	  bear	  
this	  irreplaceable	  loss	  and	  pain.	  

	  

JUMBO	  SALARIES	  AND	  EMLUMENTS	  OF	  NATIONAL	  ASSEMBLY	  MEMBERS:	  

Same	   time	   last	   year,	   the	   Governor	   of	   Central	   Bank	   of	   Nigeria	   (CBN),	   Mallam	  
Sanusi	   Lamido	   Sanusi	   took	   the	  bull	   by	   the	  horns	  by	   stating	   clearly	   and	   that	   the	  
salaries	   and	   emoluments	   of	   members	   of	   the	   National	   Assembly	   is	   dangerously	  
eating	  corrosively	  deep	  into	  our	  country’s	  treasury.	  The	  members	  of	  the	  National	  
Assembly	  in	  their	  characteristic	  manner	  raised	  the	  sledge	  hammer	  and	  unbridled	  
tongues	  calling	  for	  his	  crucifixion.	  But	  the	  question	  is,	  “why	  should	  a	  member	  of	  
the	   house	   of	   Representatives,	   or	   a	   Senator	   go	   home	  with	   between	   ten	  million	  
naira	   (N10m),	  and	   twenty	   four	  million	  naira	   (N24m)	  monthly	  as	  personal	   salary,	  
allowance,	   and	   entitlements	   whereas	   other	   Nigerians	   are	   wallowing	   in	   abject	  
poverty?	  How	  much	  does	  a	  university	  professor,	  consultant	  Physician,	  chartered	  
accountant	   etc	   go	   with	   at	   the	   end	   of	   the	   month?	   Can	   somebody	   explain	  
convincingly	   to	   Nigerians	   why	   a	   National	   Assembly	   member	   who	   lives	   in	  
legislature’s	   quarters	   built	   by	   government	   be	   paid	   accommodation	   allowance,	  
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wardrobe	  allowance,	  sitting	  allowance,	  and	  even	  inconvenience	  allowance?	  Why	  
should	   a	   speaker	   of	   House	   of	   Representatives	   go	   to	   the	   airport	   to	   board	   an	  
aircraft	   with	   over	   fifteen	   brand	   new	   cars	   following	   him	   as	   convoy	   without	  
occupants	  except	  the	  drivers?	  I	  passionately	  appeal	  to	  Mr.	  President	  to	  brace	  up	  
to	  this	  challenge,	  and	  drastically	  review	  downwardly	  the	  salaries	  and	  emoluments	  
of	  these	  lawmakers.	  This	  will	  raise	  dust	  but	  Nigerians	  will	  stand	  with	  you	  sir.	  Why	  
should	  a	  National	  lawmaker	  go	  home	  with	  more	  than	  a	  million	  naira	  (N1m)	  every	  
month?	   The	   time	   to	   save	  Nigeria	   and	  Nigerians	   from	   this	   economic	   prodigality,	  
injustice	   and	   deprivation	   is	   now.	   Furthermore,	   the	   number	   of	   personal	   aides	  
attached	   to	   political	   office	   holders	   and	   appointees	   should	   also	   be	  meaningfully	  
trimmed	  down.	  

	  

RETIREMENT	  

We	   continue	   to	   give	   God	   all	   the	   glory	   and	   praise	   for	   sparing	   the	   lives	   of	   His	  
servants	  until	  they	  reach	  to	  the	  retirement	  age.	  These	  two	  priests	  are	  now	  senior	  
citizens	  as	  far	  as	  the	  church’s	  ministry	  is	  concerned.	  They	  are:	  

(1)	   Rev’d.	   Canon	   S.I	   Ikeh	   he	   was	   retired	   compulsorily	   in	   November	   2010	   for	  
inefficiency,	   redundancy,	   and	   unproductiveness.	  We	   wish	   him	   well	   in	   his	   post-‐
retirement	  activities.	  	  

(2)	  Ven.E.C	  Nnoli	  he	   retired	  meritoriously	  and	  happily	  after	   serving	  God	  and	  his	  
church	   committedly	  on	  31st	  may,	  2011.	  He	   successfully	   fulfilled	  his	  ministry	  and	  
attained	  the	  age	  of	  sixty	  five	  years	  and	  has	  stepped	  aside.	  We	  continue	  to	  thank	  
God	  for	  Ven.&	  Mrs.	  .E.C.	  Nnoli	  for	  their	  open	  and	  simple	  heartedness	  in	  the	  house	  
of	  	  God	  .	  Your	  post	  retirement	  life	  and	  health	  will	  be	  glorious	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  name.	  
Amen.	  

	  	  OUR	  SORROW:	  In	  as	  much	  as	  we	  know	  that	  the	  scripture	  said	  “that	  there	  is	  time	  
for	  everything	  under	  the	  sun,	  time	  to	  be	  born	  and	  a	  time	  to	  die”.	  We	  as	  human	  
beings	   feel	   burdened	   and	   sorrowful	   whenever	   any	   of	   our	   family	  members	   and	  
diocese	  is	  called	  to	  God	  by	  death.	  	  
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We	   commiserate	   with	   all	   our	   members	   who	   lost	   their	   loved	   ones	   within	   this	  
synod	  year.	  But	  we	  must	  not	   fail	  by	  mention	  by	  names,	  members	  of	   this	   synod	  
who	  passed	  on	  before	  this	  third	  session	  of	  the	  first	  synod.	  	  	  

They	  are:	  	  	  	  

(a)  	  	  	  	  Sir	  L.C.	  Okeke	   	   	   	  Ezinifite	  	  
(b)  	  	  	  	  	  Mr.	  Maxwell	  Dim	   	   	  Osumenyi	  
(c)  	  	  	  	  Sir	  D.O	  Dara	  	   	   	   Akwaihedi	  
(d)  	  	  	  	  	  Lady	  Roseline	  Dara	  	   	   Akwaihedi	  
(e)  	  	  	  	  	  Mr.	  Frederick	  Okechukwu	  	  Azigbo.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  May	  their	  souls	  rest	  in	  the	  bosom	  of	  the	  lord.	  Amen.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  

APPRECIAT	  ION;	  COMMENDATION	  AND	  THANKGIVING.	  

First	  and	  foremost,	  let	  me	  at	  this	  time	  express	  our	  warm	  appreciations	  to	  Ven.	  	  &	  
Mrs.	  Chukwuma	  Akam,	   the	  archdeacon	  of	  Unubi	  archdeaconry,	  Sir.	  Prof.	  &	   lady	  
G.E.	   Ogum,	   Chairman,	   local	   synod	   planning	   committee	   and	   his	   wife,	   and	   the	  
entire	   Anglican	   faithful	   in	   Unubi	   for	   their	   commitment	   and	   determination	   in	  
making	   this	   synod	  a	  success.	   I	  must	  not	   forget	   to	  commend	  and	  thank	  Sir	  Peter	  
Ojiaka	   (Okwutemmiri)	   for	   completing	  and	   furnishing	   the	  gigantic	   church	  hall	   for	  
the	   hosting	   of	   this	   synod.	   May	   God	   continually	   bless	   all	   of	   you	   in	   Jesus	   Christ	  
name	  Amen.	  

Some	  of	  our	  members	  need	  special	  thanks	  and	  commendation	  of	  supporting	  the	  
Diocese	  a	  special	  way	  within	  this	  synod	  year.	  They	  are:-‐	  

(i)   	  Sir	  Dr	  U.C.	  Nzewi	   	   	   	   	   -‐for	  donating	  a	  brand	  new	   laptop	   for	   the	   first	  prize	  
winner	  during	   the	  2010	  walking	  bible	  competition	   for	  youths,	  and	  also	  
for	  giving	  the	  sum	  of	  one	  hundred	  and	  eighty	  thousand	  naira	  (N180,000)	  
to	  support	  out	  “in	  Touch	  with	  God”	  Radio	  program.	  

(ii)  Sir	  Ernest	  Eriobu	   	   	   	   -‐for	  donating	  a	  brand	  new	  motorcycle	   for	   the	  walking	  
bible	  competition.	  

(iii)   Mr	   charles	   Eboh	   	   	   	   	   -‐Brand	   new	   skygo	   motorcycle	   for	   walking	   bible	  
competition.	  
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(iv)   Osumenyi	   Anglican	   community	   -‐for	   accepting	   to	   relocate	   Omaigwe	  
central	  school,	  and	  undertaking	  the	  construction	  of	  the	  new	  site	  at	  their	  
own	  expense.	  

(v)  High	   chief	   S.N.	   Ukachukwu	   	   	   	   -‐for	   undertaking	   the	   erection	   of	   two	  
classroom	  blocks	  at	  the	  new	  primary	  school	  site.	  

(vi)   Sir	  Michael	  Agazie	   	   	   -‐he	  has	   committed	  millions	   of	   naira	   in	   erecting	   a	  
befitting	  church	  building	  at	  Akabu	  Osumenyi.	  

(vii)   Dr.	  Harry	  Oranezi	  -‐he	  bought	  a	  	  bus	  for	  St.	  Andrew’s	  church	  Ebenato.	  
(viii)   Senator	   Ikechuku	   Obiorah	   	   	   	   -‐for	   buying	   a	   brand	   new	   bus	   for	   the	  

Master’s	  Vessel	  Seminary.	  
(ix)  Sir	  Okey	  Ojimba	  -‐he	  is	  erecting	  one	  of	  the	  classrooms	  in	  the	  new	  location	  

of	  Omigwe	  Central	  School,	  Osumenyi.	  
(x)  CEO	   of	   Chikason	   groups	   -‐for	   a	   tithe	   of	   five	   million	   naira	   (N	   5m)	   to	   the	  

diocese.	  
(xi)  Bro.	   Emeka	   Orakwue	   -‐for	   singularly	   sponsoring	   the	   construction	   to	   the	  	  

foundation	   level	   of	   a	   new	   magnificent	   church	   building	   at	   St.	   Simon’s	  
church,	  Unubi.	  

I	  am	  quite	  sure	  that	  there	  are	  some	  people	  who	  did	  one	  thing	  or	  other	  in	  the	  
name	   of	   God	   in	   their	   various	   parishes	   and	   archdeaconries.	   Those	   we	   don’t	  
know	  be	  assured	   that	  God	  knows	  you	  and	  will	  without	   fail	   reward	  all	  of	   you	  
greatly	   in	   Jesus	   Christ	   name	   .Amen.	  We	   are	   still	   imploring	   all	   our	  members	  
who	  have	  the	  financial	  wherewithal	  to	  please	  answer	  this	  divine	  clarion	  call	  of	  
joining	   hands	   with	   us	   to	   build	   a	   very	   virile	   and	   prosperous	   diocese	   for	   our	  
generation	  and	  posterity.	  Your	  labours	  in	  the	  lord’s	  vine	  yard	  will	  never	  be	   in	  
vain.	  	  

	  

THE	  THEME	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  “YOU	  ARE	  THE	  LIGHT	  OF	  THE	  WORD”	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (MATHEW	  5:14-‐16)	  

INTRODUCTION	  AND	  BACKGROUND:	  

Mathew	   portrays	   Jesus	   as	   the	  messiah	  who	   fulfilled	   the	   promise	   of	   the	   Old	  
Testament.	   	  	  	  	  
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The	  mission	  	  of	  	  Jesus	  is	  attested	  to	  be	  the	  bringing	  of	  the	  kingdom	  of	  the	  God	  
to	   mankind	   in	   his	   person,	   words,	   and	   deeds	   .In	   his	   	   first	   three	   chapters,	  
Mathew	  introduced	  Jesus	  as	  the	  king	  of	  the	  Jews,	  anointed	  by	  God	  as	  heir	  to	  
the	  Davidic	  throne.	  Since	  Jesus	  is	  clearly	  presented	  as	  teacher,	  some	  declaring	  
this	  to	  be	  the	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  most	  prominent	  feature	  of	  the	  Gospel,	  subscribe	  to	  the	  theory	  that	  the	  Gospel	  
is	   a	   manual	   of	   discipline	   used	   by	   a	   distinct	   Christian	   school	   as	   catechetical	  
instructional	   hand	   book	   for	   converts.	   Mathew	   chapter	   5-‐	   7	   is	   Jesus’	   longest	  
recorded	  sermon.	  Enormous	  crowds	  followed	  Jesus	  and	  everyone	  wanted	  to	  see	  
him.	   The	   disciples	   who	   were	   the	   closest	   associates	   of	   this	   popular	   Rabbi	   were	  
certainly	   tempted	  to	   fell	   important,	  proud	  and	  possessive	  being	  with	   Jesus	  gave	  
then	  not	  only	  prestige	  but	  also	  opportunity	  for	  receiving	  money	  and	  power.	  Jesus	  
began	   by	   describing	   the	   trait	   he	   was	   looking	   for	   in	   his	   followers.	   This	   sermon	  
commonly	   called	   the	   Sermon	  on	   the	  Mount	  delivered	  during	   the	   year	   of	   public	  
favour,	   when	   many	   where	   influenced	   by	   Jesus	   especially	   in	   Galilee.	   In	   that	  
sermon,	   there	   are	   at	   least	   three	   types	   of	   materials:	   (a)	   Beatitudes	   (b)	   ethical	  
instruction	  (c)	  a	  series	  of	  contrasts	  between	  the	  teachings	  of	  the	  Jewish	  legalistic	  
tradition	  and	   those	  of	   Jesus.	   It	   is	   then	   in	  keeping	  with	  establishing	   this	   contrast	  
between	  the	  followers	  or	  disciples	  of	  Jesus	  Christ,	  and	  the	  unregenerate	  people	  of	  
the	  world	  that	  we	  chose	  the	  theme	  “you	  are	  the	  light	  of	  the	  word”.	  As	  expressed	  
by	  Jesus	  Himself	  in	  Matthew	  chapter	  5:14-‐16.	  

THE	  CONCEPT	  OF	  LIGHT:	  “You	  are	  the	  light	  of	  the	  world,	  a	  city	  that	  is	  set	  on	  a	  hill	  
cannot	  be	  hidden	  nor	   do	   they	   light	   a	   lamb	  and	  put	   it	   under	   a	   basket,	   but	   on	   a	  
lamp	   stand,	   and	   it	   give	   light	   to	   all	   who	   are	   the	   house.	   Let	   your	   light	   so	   shine	  
before	  men,	  that	  they	  may	  see	  your	  good	  works	  and	  glorify	  your	  father	  in	  haven”.	  
The	  concept	  of	   light	  started	  right	   from	  the	  first	  book	  of	   the	  Bible	  called	  Genesis	  
chapter	  1:1-‐4,	  we	  read	  “in	  the	  beginning	  God	  created	  the	  heaven	  and	  the	  earth.	  
The	  earth	  was	  without	  form,	  and	  darkness	  was	  on	  the	  face	  of	  the	  deep	  (world).	  
And	   the	  spirit	  of	  God	  was	  hovering	  over	   the	   face	  of	   the	  waters.	  Then	  God	  said,	  
“Let	  there	  be	  light”,	  and	  there	  was	  light.	  And	  God	  saw	  the	  light,	  that	  	  it	  was	  good,	  
and	  God	  divided	  the	  light	  from	  darkness.	  
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As	  we	  can	  see,	   the	  whole	  essence	  and	  concept	  of	   light	  here	   is	   to,	   (I.)	   illuminate	  
the	  world	  and	  everything	   it.	   	   (ii.)	  Create	  a	  very	  outstanding	  distinction	  between	  
darkness	  and	  so	  as	  to	  make	  a	  justifiable	  choice	  and	  judgment.	  

	  Furthermore,	  in	  Isaiah	  60:	  1-‐3,	  we	  found	  written:	  

“Arise;	  shine;	  for	  your	  light	  has	  come	  

And	  the	  glory	  of	  the	  lord	  is	  risen	  upon	  you	  

And	  behold,	  the	  darkness	  shall	  cover	  the	  earth,	  

And	  deep	  darkness	  the	  people;	  

But	  the	  lord	  will	  arise	  upon	  you,	  

And	  his	  glory	  will	  be	  seen	  upon	  you	  

The	  Gentiles	  shall	  come	  to	  your	  light.	  

And	  kings	  to	  the	  brightness	  of	  your	  rising”.	  

The	  whole	   idea	   in	  this	  text	   is	  that	  of	   illumination,	  guidance,	  direction,	  attraction	  
and	  emulation.	  Here	  also,	  the	  glory	  of	  the	  lord	  is	  closely	  associated	  with	  the	  light	  
of	  righteousness	  expected	  to	  manifest	  in	  the	  life	  of	  any	  worshipper	  of	  	  Yahweh	  or	  
Jehovah.	  The	  concept	  of	  making	  difference	  with	  appearance	  of	  light	  is	  expressed	  
clearly.	  Before	  Jesus	  can	  say	  to	  his	  follower	  and	  disciples	  that	  “You	  are	  the	  light	  of	  
the	  world”,	   He	   has	   already	  made	   a	   conscientious	   comparism	   between	   ordinary	  
darkness	  and	   light;	  between	  the	  characters	  and	  the	  behaviors	  of	   the	  children	  of	  
this	  world	  and	  the	  children	  of	  the	  kingdom.	  Having	  worked	  very	  closely	  with	  the	  
Jewish	  religious	  leaders	  like	  the	  Pharisees,	  Sadducees;	  priests,	  Levites,	  synagogue	  
rulers,	  and	  other	  Rabbis,	  He	  undoubtedly	  noticed	  that	  they	  where	  only	  religious	  
experts	   intellectually,	   academically,	   rhetorically	   and	   vocally,	   who	   spend	   large	  
quantum	   of	   time	   doing	   head	   and	   brain	   work,	   without	   necessarily	   making	   any	  
difference	   in	   the	   way	   they	   live	   their	   daily	   practical	   lives.	   Jesus	   was	   invariably	  
charting	  a	  new	  course	  as	  far	  as	  the	  worship	  of	  God	  is	  concerned	  for	  his	  disciples	  
and	  listeners.	  He	  taught	  with	  what	  they	  really	  knew	  and	  understood.	  None	  of	  his	  
hearers	   could	   say	   that	   he	   did	   not	   understand	   the	   practical	   implication	   of	  what	  
Jesus	  was	  saying	  to	  them.	  The	  concept	  of	  life	  is	  simply	  the	  concept	  of	  making	  the	  
difference.	   This	   was	   the	   resounding	   centre	   of	   his	   teaching	   in	  Matthew	   23:1-‐29	  
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when	  he	  repeatedly	  and	  publicly	  rebuked	  the	  religious	  leaders	  and	  teachers	  of	  the	  
law	  with	  the	  consistent	  expression,	  “and	  Jesus	  spoke	  to	  the	  multitude	  and	  to	  his	  
disciples	   saying,	   “the	   scribes	   and	   the	   Pharisees	   sit	   in	   Moses’	   seat;	   therefore	  
whatever	  they	  tell	  you	  to	  observe,	  that	  observe	  and	  do,	  but	  do	  not	  do	  according	  
to	  their	  works,	  for	  they	  say,	  and	  do	  not	  do.	  For	  they	  bind	  heavy	  burdens	  hard	  to	  
bear	  and	  lay	  them	  on	  men’s	  shoulders;	  but	  they	  themselves	  will	  not	  move	  them	  
with	  one	  of	   their	   fingers”.	  The	  concept	  of	   light	  presupposes	   that	   there	   is	  a	  very	  
serious	   contention	  between	  darkness	   and	   light.	   In	  order	  words,	   it	   also	   suggests	  
the	   idea	   of	   control	   and	   influence.	   This	   is	   basically	   true	   because	   any	   of	   the	  
concepts	  of	  light	  or	  darkness	  that	  is	  in	  control	  at	  any	  given	  time,	  place	  or	  situation	  
influences	  completely	  the	  type	  of	   	  actions,	   lifestyles,	   leadership	  pattern,	  policies	  
and	  principles	  that	  will	  be	  operational	  in	  such	  environment.	  

The	  concept	  of	   light	  goes	  further	  to	  buttress	  the	  idea	  of	  righteousness,	  holiness,	  
and	   sacrificial	   love	   by	   the	   Christian	   as	   opposed	   to	   sin,	   unrighteousness,	  
defilement,	   and	   hypocritical	   or	   reciprocal	   kind	   of	   love	   practiced	   by	   the	   non-‐
Christians	  and	  unconverted	  people.	  In	  1st	  John	  1:5-‐7	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  states,	  

“This	  is	  the	  message	  which	  we	  had	  heard	  

From	  Him	  and	  declare	  to	  you,	  that	  God	  is	  

Light	  and	  in	  him	  there	  is	  no	  darkness	  at	  all.	  If	  we	  

Say	  that	  we	  have	  fellowship	  with	  him	  and	  

walk	  in	  darkness,	  we	  lie	  and	  do	  not	  

Practice	  the	  truth.	  But	  if	  we	  walk	  in	  the	  

Light	  as	  he	  is	  in	  the	  light,	  we	  have	  fellowship	  

With	  one	  another,	  and	  the	  blood	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  

His	  son	  cleanses	  us	  from	  all	  sins.	  

Building	  on	  the	  affirmation	  that,	  “God	  is	   light”	  develop	  the	  ethical	   implication	  of	  
authentic	   Christianity.	   In	   a	   generation	   such	   as	   ours	   where	   it	   is	   becoming	   also	  
extremely	  difficult	  or	  impossible	  to	  know	  who	  a	  Christian	  is,	  the	  concept	  of	  light	  is	  
very	   useful	   and	   unavoidable	   reminder	   to	   Christian	   that	   ours	   is	   a	   call	   to	   make	  
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practical	  and	  noticeable	  difference	   in	   the	  world	  by	   the	  way	  we	   live,	   talk,	   relate,	  
respond	  to	  hurt	  etc	  this	  is	  a	  total	  suggestion	  of	  lifestyle.	  Reference	  to	  God	  as	  light	  
is	   for	   the	   purpose	   of	   identifying	   God	   as	   the	   authentic	   and	   reliable	   source	   of	  
righteousness,	  understanding	  and	  comprehension.	  	  

	  

	  

WHAT	  ARE	  THE	  FUNCTIONS	  OF	  LIGHT	  	  

For	   our	   savior	   Jesus	   Christ	   to	   emphatically	   assert	   to	   the	  multitude”You	   are	   the	  
light	  of	   the	  world	  suggests	   that	   there	   important	  and	  emulateable	   functions	   that	  
this	   ingredient	   performs	   that	   attracted	   such	   pointer.	   No	   mentor,	   guardian	   or	  
parents	   can	   in	   the	   course	   of	   wanting	   his	   ward,	   disciple	   or	   child	   to	   behave	  
commendably	  and	  influentially	  will	  say	  to	  him,	  you	  are	  idiot	  or	  fool	  of	  this	  family,	  
or	   country	  or	  world	   “this	   simply	  means	   that	   light	  has	   some	  wonderful	   function.	  
They	  include.	  

	  	  (a)	  Light	  gives	  illumination.	  

	  	  (b)Light	  drives	  away	  darkness.	  

(c)	  Light	  reveals	  hidden	  and	  secret	  things.	  

	  	  (d)Light	  provides	  warmth	  in	  a	  cold	  atmosphere.	  

	  	  (e)	  Light	  reveals	  danger	  to	  the	  user.	  

(f)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Light	  guides	  the	  footstep	  of	  people	  or	  animal	  

(g)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Light	  gives	  joy	  at	  its	  appearance.	  

(h)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Light	  demonstrates	  generosity	  to	  all.	  

(i)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Light	  drives	  away	  fear.	  

	  

YOU	  ARE	  THE	  LIGHT	  OF	  THE	  WORLD	  –A	  CHALLENGE	  TO	  CHURCH	  LEADERS	  AND	  
PREACHERS.	  
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To	  me,	  the	  first	  set	  of	  people	  who	  should	  be	  challenged	  by	  Jesus’	  charge,	  “you	  are	  
the	  light	  of	  the	  world.	  A	  city	  that	  is	  set	  on	  a	  hill	  cannot	  be	  hidden”	  are	  the	  church	  
leaders	  and	  preachers	  of	  all	  cadres	  and	  categories.	  There	  is	  a	  very	  urgent	  need	  for	  
us	   church	   fathers,	   Christian	   leaders,	   and	   preachers	   to	   really	   sit	   down	   and	  
meditatively	   reflect	   on	   our	   activities.	   Are	   we	   really	   leading	   the	   flock	   God	  
committed	   to	   our	   charge	   through	   practical	   example?	  How	   can	  we	   escape	   from	  
what	  God	  said	  through	  apostle	  Paul	   in	  Romans	  chapter	  2:17-‐24	  “indeed	  you	  are	  
called	  a	  Jew	  (Bishop,	  Priest,	  Preacher,	  Prophet	  etc)	  and	  rest	  on	  the	  law,	  and	  make	  
your	  boast	   in	  God,	  and	  know	  His	  will,	  and	  approve	  the	  things	  that	  are	  excellent,	  
being	  instructed	  out	  of	  the	  law,	  and	  are	  confident	  that	  you	  are	  GUIDE	  to	  the	  blind,	  
a	  LIGHT	  to	  those	  who	  are	  in	  darkness,	  an	  INSTRUTOR	  of	  the	  foolish,	  a	  TEACHER	  of	  
babes,	   having	   the	   form	  of	   knowledge	   and	   truth	   in	   the	   law.	   You	   therefore,	  who	  
teach	  another,	  do	  you	  not	  teach	  yourself?	  You	  who	  preach	  that	  a	  man	  should	  not	  
steal’	   do	   you	   steal?	   (in	   whatever	   guise	   or	   ramification).	   You	   who	   say	   “Do	   not	  
commit	   adultery,	   “do	   you	   commit	   adultery?	   You	   who	   abhor	   idol,	   do	   you	   rob	  
temples?	   You	   who	  make	   your	   boast	   in	   the	   law,	   do	   you	   dishonor	   God	   through	  
breaking	   the	   law?	   For	   “the	   name	   of	   God	   is	   BLASPHEMED	   among	   the	   gentiles	  
because	  of	  YOU”	  (Church	  leaders	  and	  preachers).	  

The	  shepherd	  of	  God’s	  flock	  is	  supposed	  to	  lead	  by	  example.	  Today	  the	  noise	  we	  
make	  on	  the	  pulpit	   in	  the	  name	  of	  sermon	  does	  not	  tally	  with	  the	  contradictory	  
life	   style	   we	   live.	  We	   preach	   godliness,	   but	   ungodliness	   is	   the	   second	   name	   of	  
many	  church	  leaders	  and	  ministers.	  We	  always	  lambast	  and	  condemn	  politicians	  
and	  secular	  leaders	  by	  accusing	  them	  of	  ostentatious	  and	  flamboyant	  lifestyle.	  We	  
accuse	   them	   of	   embezzlement	   of	   public	   funds	   and	   looting	   of	   treasury.	   Do	   we	  
really	   have	   clean	   slate	   in	   this	   regard?	   The	   rate	   at	  which	  we	   church	   leaders	   and	  
preachers	   in	   this	   generation	  pursue	  material	   and	  worldly	   things	  has	   in	  no	   small	  
measure	  eroded	  the	  sanctity	  and	  integrity	  of	  Christian	  leaders;	  ministers	  and	  the	  
church	  ministry.	  Are	  we	  still	   the	   light	  of	   the	  world	  when	   it	   comes	   to	  matters	  of	  
moral	  purity;	  contentment	  and	  self	  control?	  When	  Jesus	  said,	  a	  city	  that	  set	  on	  a	  
hill	  cannot	  be	  hidden,	  he	  is	  really	  making	  the	  21st	  century	  church	  leaders	  to	  know	  
that	  whatever	  we	  are	  doing,	   the	  people	  are	  watching.	  They	  know	  that	  we	  have	  
missed	  it.	  Because	  of	  the	  total	  departure	  from	  God’s	  will	  and	  purpose,	  in	  making	  
us	   shepherd;	   it	   becomes	   very	   important	   for	   church	   leader	   to	   study	   carefully	  
Ezekiel	  34:10.	  A	  part	  of	  this	  passage	  reads,	  “Woe	  to	  the	  shepherds	  of	  Israel	  who	  
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feed	   themselves!	   Should	   not	   the	   shepherd	   feed	   the	   flock?	   You	   eat	   the	   fat	   and	  
clothe	  yourself	  with	  the	  wool;	  you	  slaughter	  the	  fatlings,	  but	  you	  do	  not	  feed	  the	  
flock.	  The	  weak	  you	  have	  not	  strengthened,	  nor	  have	  you	  healed	  those	  who	  were	  
sick,	  nor	  bound	  up	  the	  broken	  or	  brought	  back	  what	  was	  driven	  away,	  nor	  sought	  
what	  was	  lost;	  but	  with	  force	  and	  cruelty	  you	  have	  ruled	  them.’	  

If	  we	  must	  lead	  them	  and	  the	  Christians	  	  aright,	  and	  show	  the	  light	  to	  the	  world,	  
we	  must	  without	  compromise	  live	  our	  lives	  in	  such	  a	  transparent	  manner	  that	  we	  
can	  say	  like	  St.	  Paul	  ‘imitate	  me,	  just	  I	  also	  imitate	  Christ.’	  (1	  Cor.	  11:	  1).	  Children	  
of	   church	   leaders	   and	   renowned	   preachers	   are	   fast	   becoming	   a	  menace	   to	   the	  
community	  and	  a	  spot	   in	  the	  church.	  why	  we	  are	  zealous	  scolding	  our	  members	  
for	   not	   bringing	   their	   children	   into	   choir;	   AYF;	   Boys’	   and	   Girls’	   Brigade,	   A.B.A,	  
Girls’	  Guild,	   EFAC,	   etc,	   our	   children	   are	   not	   interested	   and	   involved	   in	   anything	  
happening	  in	  the	  church.	  Light	  shows	  the	  way	  and	  guides	  by	  its	  presence.	  

A	  CHALLENGE	  TO	  ALL	  CHRISTIANS	  AND	  BELIEVERS:	  

A	  closer	  look	  at	  Matthew	  5:	  1	  which	  says,	  “And	  seeing	  the	  multitude,	  He	  went	  up	  
on	   a	   mountain,	   and	   when	   He	   was	   seated	   His	   disciple	   came	   to	   Him.	   Then	   He	  
opened	  His	  mouth	  and	  taught	  them”	  one	  should	  understand	  that	  Jesus	  spoke	  to	  
all	  his	  followers	  and	  intending	  disciples	  of	  what	  they	  are,	  and	  the	  expectations	  the	  
world	   will	   have	   on	   them.	  We	   live	   in	   a	   generation	   where	   noise	   is	   mistaken	   for	  
anointing,	   eloquence	   for	   unction	   of	   the	   Holy	   Spirit;	   emotional	   and	   sentimental	  
commotion	   for	   revival;	   charisma	   enthroned	   and	   emphasized	   at	   the	   expense	   of	  
character.	  Ours	  now	  is	  a	  generation	  where	  new	  denominations	  and	  ministries	  are	  
registered	   with	   corporate	   affairs	   commission	   on	   daily	   bases,	   yet	   moral	  
decadence;	   corruption,	   unrighteousness,	   and	   ungodliness	   are	   growing	   at	   an	  
astronomical	  speed.	  Christians	  are	  forcefully	  reviving	  idolatry	  and	  subtly	  renaming	  
it	  cultural	  revival.	  We	  can	  safely	  say	  that	  it	  is	  also	  in	  the	  bid	  to	  raise	  Christians	  who	  
will	  show	  the	  light	  that	  necessitated	  the	  call	  in	  isaiah8:8	  “Also	  I	  heard	  the	  voice	  of	  
the	  lord,	  saying:	  “who	  shall	  I	  send	  and	  who	  will	  go	  for	  us?”	  

Who	  among	  the	  present	  day	  Christians	  go	  into	  the	  world	  to	  show	  light?	  The	  spirit	  
of	  band-‐wagon	  and	  following	  the	  multitude	  is	  really	  and	  dangerously	  eroding	  the	  
Christian	  virtue	  and	  traits	  expected	  of	  a	  genuine	  believers.	  No	  man	  wants	   to	  be	  
the	  odd	  man	  out.	  This	  is	  where	  we	  have	  come	  up	  with	  the	  Satanic	  axiom	  “if	  you	  
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cannot	   beat	   them	   you	   join	   them.”	   The	   Christian	   is	   expected	   to	   beat	   them	   and	  
show	   them	   the	   way	   out.	   	   He	   is	   called	   upon	   to	   be	   the	   light	   of	   the	   world	   at	  
whatever	   corner	  and	   level	  he	   finds	  himself.	   Jesus	   commands	   in	   verse	  16	  of	  our	  
bible	  text	  reads	  “	  let	  your	  light	  so	  shine	  before	  men,	  that	  they	  may	  see	  your	  good	  
works	  and	  glorify	  your	  father	  in	  heaven.”	  

There	  is	  a	  great	  challenge	  to	  all	  who	  claim	  to	  be	  Christians.	  The	  Christian	  life	  is	  not	  
all	  about	  verbal	  profession	  and	  confession.	  The	  world	  should	  observe	  and	  see	  the	  
Christian	  faith	  converted	  into	  practical	  daily	  activities	  of	  all	  of	  us.	  Today	  instead	  of	  
Christians	   striving	   to	   be	   the	   light	   of	   the	   world,	   they	   have	   imbibed	   another	  
dangerous	  gospel	  of	  unbiblical	  property.	  We	  are	  enjoined	  to	  follow	  peace	  with	  all	  
men	  and	  holiness	  without	  which	  none	  of	  us	  shall	  see	  God.	  Do	  we	  have	  peace	  in	  
our	   families,	   churches,	   kindred,	   villages,	   towns	   and	   state?	   Yet	  we	   all	   claim	   and	  
confess	  to	  be	  Christians.	  A	  Christian	  student	  is	  writing	  his/her	  exams	  through	  one	  
form	  of	  malpractice	   or	   the	   other.	   Christian	   lecturers	   are	   busy	   destroying	   young	  
girls	   through	   sexual	   harassment	   and	   awarding	   marks	   indiscriminately	   to	   those	  
who	   yield	   to	   their	   sexual	   overtures.	   Christian	   civil	   servants	   are	   involved	   in	  
certificate	   forgery;	   false	   age	   declaration;	   unbridle	   truancy	   and	   lack	   of	  
commitment	   to	   their	   work.	   Christian	   businessmen	   and	   women	   are	   involved	   in	  
selling	   substandard	   goods	   to	   the	   unsuspecting	   public.	   Christian	   politicians	   are	  
involved	  in	  stealing	  and	  looting	  of	  public	  treasury;	  they	  also	  kill	  and	  maim	  political	  
opponents	  to	  ascend	  to	  the	  desired	  positions;	  and	  there	  after	  come	  to	  the	  church	  
for	   thanksgiving.	   Christian	   marriages	   are	   crashing	   on	   daily	   basis	   because	   of	  
marriage	  infidelity	  and	  lack	  of	  moral	  rectitude.	  There	  is	  no	  spirit	  of	  restraint,	  love,	  
tolerance,	  forbearance,	  and	  sacrifice.	  We	  are	  called	  to	  be	  the	  light	  of	  the	  world.	  

There	  is	  no	  doubt	  that	  the	  world	  is	  grappling	  in	  darkness.	  The	  true	  light	  that	  can	  
only	  re-‐direct	  can	  only	  come	  from	  Christians	  and	  believers.	  Paul	   in	  Romans	  8:19	  
asserts,	   “for	   the	  earnest	   expectation	  of	   the	  whole	   creation	  eagerly	  wait	   for	   the	  
manifestation	   of	   the	   sons	   of	   God,”	   The	   implication	   of	   the	   scripture	   is	   that	   the	  
whole	  world	  is	  looking	  for	  appearance	  of	  those	  who	  are	  the	  children	  of	  the	  light	  
to	   show	   them	  the	   right	  way	   to	   live	  and	  do	   things.	  The	  world	   is	  expecting	   those	  
who	  will	  say	  to	  them	  “follow	  us	  for	  this	  is	  the	  true	  and	  correct	  way.	  “The	  standard	  
of	  the	  world	  in	  everything	  is	  contrary	  and	  totally	  opposed	  to	  the	  standard	  of	  God.	  
Today	  the	  world	  is	  applauding	  and	  celebrating	  nudity	  and	  has	  branded	  it	  modeling	  
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and	   fashion.	   The	   world	   is	   forcefully	   reviving	   idolatry	   and	   subtly	   renaming	   it	  
cultural	  revival.	  	  

	  

	  

CONCLUSION	  

This	  address	  cannot	  be	  concluded	  without	  mentioning	  that	  living	  to	  be	  the	  light	  of	  
the	  world	  is	  possible	  for	  those	  who	  have	  established	  a	  genuine	  relationship	  with	  
God	   through	   our	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ,	   by	   surrendering	   their	   lives	   unreservedly	   to	  
him,	   and	   allowing	   him	   to	   pilot	   and	   control	   his	   life.	   By	   strength	   shall	   no	   man	  
prevail.	   In	  John	  15:5.	  Jesus	  said	  clearly	  that	  we	  can	  do	  nothing	  without	  Him.	  For	  
Christians	   in	  all	   spheres	  of	   life,	  he	  has	  no	  excuse	   for	  not	   showing	   the	   light.	   The	  
grace	   and	   power	   of	  God	   are	   available	   for	   the	  willing	   child	   of	  God	   to	   overcome	  
worldly	  pressures,	  temptation	  and	  opposition.	  It	  is	  not	  easy	  but	  it	  is	  possible	  and	  
practical.	   I	  have	  decided	  to	  do	  my	  exposition	  of	  our	  synod	  theme	  in	  such	  a	  brief	  
and	  concise	  manner	  because	   I	   trust	   that	  our	  guest	  preacher	  and	  chief	  expositor	  
will	  do	  justice	  to	  the	  theme.	  	  

At	  this	  point,	  let	  me	  thank	  the	  synod	  planning	  committee	  Chairman,	  sir.	  Christian	  
I.	   Nwosu	   and	   his	   team	   for	   their	   wonderful	   commitment.	   Our	   thanks	   go	   to	   the	  
traditional	   ruler	   of	   Unubi,	   HRH	   Igwe	   Francis	   Umennajiego	   who	   welcomed	   the	  
synod	  in	  grand	  style	  during	  our	  courtesy	  call	  to	  him	  in	  his	  palace.	  We	  congratulate	  
him	  on	  his	  coronation	  as	  the	  traditional	  ruler	  of	  Unubi	  town.	  May	  we	  congratulate	  
the	   people	   of	   Unubi	   town	   for	   electing	   their	   traditional	   ruler	   peacefully	   and	   in	  
Unity	   unlike	   what	   we	   are	   seeing	   in	   so	   many	   towns	   where	   the	   struggle	   for	  
Igweship	   has	   destroyed	   and	   torn	   their	   towns	   into	   pieces	   and	   terrible	   warring	  
factions.	  	  	  

Let	  me	  thank	  the	  family	  of	  Orakwue	  for	  voluntarily	  and	  willingly	  deciding	  to	  host	  
the	  Bishop	  and	   synod	  delegates	  on	  our	  arrival	   to	  Unubi	   town	  on	  Thursday.	   You	  
will	  never	  lose	  your	  reward	  in	  Christ.	  

Permit	  me	  to	  both	  congratulate	  and	  thank	  my	  dear	  wife,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor	  on	  
her	   investiture	   as	   a	   Knight	   in	   the	   Church	   of	   God	   in	   this	   Diocese.	   Thanks	   for	  
accepting	  that	  investiture	  and	  using	  your	  guests	  to	  raise	  meaningful	  fund	  for	  the	  
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diocese.	  I	  also	  thank	  her	  for	  her	  support,	  prayers,	  encouragement,	  and	  above	  all	  
for	  creating	  a	  very	  conducive	  and	  enabling	  environment	   for	  me	  at	  home	  always	  
which	  has	  helped	  us	  to	  function	  optimally.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

It	   is	   also	   expedient	   for	   us	   to	   appreciate	   the	   new	   knights	   for	   their	   generous	  
donations	   during	   their	   investiture	   which	   has	   helped	   the	   deceases	   in	   no	   small	  
measure	   in	   executing	   some	   of	   her	   projects.	   Let	   me	   humbly	   remind	   those	   who	  
have	  not	  redeemed	  their	  pledges	  to	  please	  do	  so	  without	  further	  delay.	  

The	  Diocesan	  secretariat	  staff;	  and	  synod	  office	  need	  to	  be	  commended	  for	  their	  
doggedness	  and	  sacrifice	   in	  doing	  their	  work.	  God	  bless	  all	  of	  you.	  All	   the	  clergy	  
men,	  church	  teachers,	  and	  their	  wives	  have	  been	  so	  wonderful	  in	  their	  support	  to	  
us;	  and	  in	  their	  demonstration	  of	  team	  work.	  I	  pray	  that	  the	  God	  of	  all	  grace	  who	  
called	  us	  to	  his	  eternal	  glory	  by	  Jesus	  Christ	  will	  perfect,	  establish,	  strengthen,	  and	  
settle	  all	  of	  you	  now	  and	   forever	   in	   the	  name	  of	   the	   father;	   son	  and	  holy	  spirit.	  
Amen.	  

Thank	  you	  for	  being	  a	  patient	  listener.	  In	  the	  spirit	  of	  the	  theme	  of	  our	  synod,	  let	  
us	  rise	  and	  sing	  	  

Abu	  240	  

1.   	  Jisus	  si	  k’ayi	  wer’ezihe	  nenwu,	  
dik’oriona	  nenwu	  nim’abali	  
n’uwa	  ochichi	  nka	  anyi	  aghaghi	  inwu	  	  
gino	  na	  akuku	  gi	  mo	  no	  na	  nkem!	  

2.   	  	  Jisus	  si	  k’ayi	  bur’uzo	  nwuru	  ya;	  
O	  nahu,	  mata	  kwa,m’oku	  ayi	  nanyu	  
O	  si	  n’igwe	  nele	  k’ohu	  ayi	  nenwu:	  
Gi	  no	  n’	  akuku	  gi	  mu	  no	  na	  nkem!	  

3.   Jisus	  si	  k’ayi	  nenwu	  buruburu;	  
Ochichi	  d’ich’iche	  nagba	  n’uwa	  nka	  
Njo,	  na	  nkpa,	  n’ahuhu;	  ayi	  aghaghi	  inwu,	  
Gi	  no	  n’akuku	  gi	  mu	  no	  na	  nkem!	  Amen	  

Your	  Bishop	  and	  friend,	  
+Ephraim	  Amichi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
June,	  2011	  
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ST.	  ANDREW’S	  CHURCH,	  EBENATOR	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Dearly	  beloved	  People	  of	  God,	  I	  must	  at	  this	  stage	  assert	  and	  declare	  humbly	  that	  
God	   works	   in	   mysterious	   ways	   His	   wonders	   to	   perform.	   I	   heartily	   give	   special	  
thanks	  and	  glory	  to	  the	  Almighty	  and	  merciful	  God	  and	  Father,	  and	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  
Christ	   for	   graciously	   sparing	   our	   lives	   not	   only	   to	   see	   this	   new	   and	   challenging	  
year,	   but	   also	   to	   participate	   in	   this	   First	   Session	   of	   the	   Second	   Synod	   of	   our	  
Diocese.	  May	  I	  fondly	  welcome	  all	  of	  you	  who	  have	  travelled	  far	  and	  wide	  to	  grace	  
this	   auspicious	  occasion.	   	  We	  express	  our	  gratitude	   to	  His	  Excellency,	  Mr.	  Peter	  
Obi,	   the	   Executive	   Governor	   of	   Anambra	   State	   and	   the	   State	   Executive	   Council	  
members	  who	  we	  are	  assured	  will	  be	  present	  tomorrow.	  We	  also	  say	  welcome	  to	  
our	  fathers	  in	  God	  that	  is	  the	  Bishops;	  our	  royal	  fathers,	  the	  Diocesan	  Chancellor	  
and	  his	   legal	   team;	  my	  own	  special	  wife,	   friend,	  prayer	  warrior	  and	   intercessor,	  
Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor	  who	  also	  is	  the	  President	  of	  Mothers	  Union,	  Women’s	  Guild,	  
and	  Girls’	  Guild.	  Furthermore,	   the	  Clergy	  and	  their	  wives,	  Bishop’s	  nominees,	  all	  
Synod	  delegates	  and	  special	  guests	  and	  invitees	  are	  all	  specially	  welcomed	  to	  this	  
wonderful	  gathering	  of	  the	  Great	  People	  of	  God	  in	  the	  Church	  of	  God.	  	  Let	  me	  in	  
the	  words	  of	  a	  hymn	  writer	  in	  A	  &	  M	  281	  express	  my	  joy	  in	  standing	  once	  again	  to	  
address	  this	  august	  assembly	  of	  the	  Church	  by	  saying	  hilariously	  “O	  what	  their	  joy	  
and	  their	  Glory	  must	  be;	  Those	  endless	  Sabbaths	  the	  blessed	  ones	  see;	  Grown	  for	  
the	  valiant,	  to	  weary	  ones	  rest;	  God	  shall	  be	  all,	  and	  in	  all	  ever	  blest.”	  	  One	  again,	  
you	  are	  all	  welcome	  in	  the	  Name	  of	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  	  Amen.	  

OUR	  RESOURCE	  PERSONS:	  

[i]	   GUEST	  PREACHER:	  

In	  order	  to	  put	  a	  round	  peg	  in	  a	  round	  hole,	  we	  have	  prayerfully	  invited	  as	  
our	  Guest	  Preacher	  in	  this	  Synod,	  a	  man	  who	  we	  know	  that	  by	  the	  special	  
Grace	  of	  God,	  will	  feed	  the	  sheep,	  and	  tend	  the	  lambs	  of	  God	  by	  handling	  
the	   theme	  of	  our	   Synod	   this	   year	   very	  practically	   and	  meaningfully.	  He	   is	  
Evangelist	  Nnamdi	  Ezeh.	  Nnamdi	  Ezeh	  is	  an	  Evangelist	  from	  the	  Diocese	  on	  
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the	   Niger.	   He	   is	   a	   teacher	   of	   God’s	   word,	   a	   regular	   speaker	   and	   Bible	  
expositor	   at	   Churches,	   Fellowships,	   and	   several	   Conferences.	   He	   is	   also	   a	  
Radio	   and	   Television	   Evangelist.	   He	   has	   for	   years	   been	   the	   Chairman	   of	  
GOD	   OF	   ABRAHAM	   PROGRAMME,	   Diocese	   on	   the	   Niger,	   and	   also	   the	  
immediate	  past	  coordinator	  of	  Association	  of	  Evangelists	  in	  the	  Diocese	  on	  
the	   Niger	   [Anglican	   Communion].	   He	   is	   the	   Convener	   and	   chief	   host	   of	  
“COUPLES	   FORUM”	   which	   has	   brought	   healing	   and	   restoration	   to	   many	  
couples	  and	  homes.	  He	  also	  hosts	  “SINGLES	  FORUM	  PROGRAMME”	  for	  the	  
unmarried	  annually.	  Evangelist	  Nnamdi	  Ezeh	  has	  authored	  many	  wonderful	  
books	   including:	   “BATTLE	   FOR	   DESTINY;	   MOUNTAIN	   DWELLERS	   AND	  
FORGIVENESS;	  AND	  NOW	  THAT	  YOU	  ARE	  YOUNG.”	   	  He	   is	  married	  to	  Mrs.	  
Rose	  Chinedu	  Ezeh,	  and	  they	  live	  in	  Onitsha	  with	  their	  children.	  	  Sir,	  you	  are	  
most	  warmly	  welcome	  to	  our	  Synod	  this	  year.	  

[ii]	   OUR	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  LEADER/FACILITATOR:	  

He	  is	  one	  of	  our	  own	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  He	  is	  also	  almost	  a	  household	  name	  in	  
both	  our	  Diocese	  and	  outside	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  teaching	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  
meaningfully,	   practically,	   and	   sincerely.	   His	   name	   is	   Revd.	   Canon	  
Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka.	   He	   is	   a	   graduate	   of	   Mass	   Communication,	  
and	   a	   journalist	   by	   Profession.	   He	   is	   the	   Chairman	   and	   Head	   of	   Amichi	  
Diocesan	   Media	   Centre,	   and	   Sure	   Anchor	   Cyber	   Café.	   	   Revd.	   Canon	  
Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka	   is	   a	   balanced	   Theologian;	   sound	   and	  
intelligent	   Bible	   expositor.	   	   He	   is	   a	   seasoned	   Pastor	   and	   visionary	   Priest.	  
Through	   his	   instrumentality,	   the	   Diocese	   has	   a	   wonderful	   monthly	  
Newspaper	   known	   as	   Sure	   Anchor	   Newspaper,	   which	   is	   fully	   registered	  
with	  Corporate	  Affairs	  Commission.	  	  Most	  of	  the	  special	  programmes	  in	  the	  
Diocese	   including	   Prayer	   Breakfast;	   Wailing	   Women	   Prayer	   Summit;	  
Ordination	  Services	  done	   in	   the	  Cathedral	  are	  now	  transmitted	   live	   in	   the	  
Internet	   through	  his	  work	  and	  his	   team	  of	  Staff	   in	   the	  Media	  Centre.	   	  We	  
have	  no	   iota	  of	  doubt	  that	  God	  will	  use	  him	  to	  bless	  all	  of	  us	  through	  the	  
Bible	  Study	  Sessions.	  Revd.	  Canon	  Chukwuebuka	  is	  married	  to	  Mrs.	  Nkechi	  
Chukwuebuka.	  We	  welcome	  you	  to	  the	  Synod	  as	  our	  Bible	  Study	  leader	  in	  
Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  

VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD,	  	  	  BRIEF	  HISTORY:	  

It	  can	  safely	  be	  said	  that	  the	  history	  of	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Ebenator	  is	  
indeed	  the	  history	  of	  Ebenator	  Community.	  Certainly	  the	  gospel	  did	  not	  come	  to	  
Ebenator	   by	   a	   direct	   first-‐hand	   experience	   and	   interaction	   between	  Bishop	   S.A.	  
Crowther	  –	  the	  great	  Missionary	  of	  the	  C.M.S	  Mission	  in	  the	  Niger	  Delta	  Diocese	  
and	   Ebenator	   people.	   Rather,	   the	   Gospel	   came	   through	   individual	   indigenes	   of	  
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Ebenator	  who	  intentionally	  or	  unintentionally	  in	  the	  early	  period	  of	  the	  twentieth	  
Century	  made	   travels	   to	   and	   fro	   Ukpor.	   Foremost	   among	   them	  was	  Mr.	   Anele	  
[Later	   Christened	   James]	   Mbaoma	   of	   Umuonyeukpa	   who	   became	   the	   first	  
indigene	  of	  Ebenator	  to	  embrace	  Christianity	  in	  1911.	  The	  second	  convert	  was	  Mr.	  
Levi	  Anozie	  also	  from	  Umuonyeukpa.	  These	  two	  people	  by	  their	  travels	  received	  
the	  Word	   of	   God	   at	   Ukpor	   which	   was	   at	   that	   time	   the	   nearest	   existing	   C.M.S.	  
Church.	   Because	   of	   their	   zeal,	   they	   participated	   actively	   in	   worship	   with	   the	  
Christians	  at	  Ukpor.	   In	  1913,	  Mr.	  Mbaoma	   invited	  Ukpor	  Christians	   to	  bring	   the	  
Gospel	   to	   Ebenator	   which	   then	   was	   made	   up	   of	   three	   autonomous	   villages	  
namely:	  Ubaha,	  Umunnama,	   and	  Umuonyeukpa.	   The	  Ukpor	  Christians	   accepted	  
the	   invitation	   and	   from	   then	   every	   Sunday	   such	   persons	   as	  Messrs	   Alfred	   Obi,	  
John	  Anyagwaraocha,	  Isaiah	  Nkemadu,	  etc.	  came	  to	  Ebenator	  to	  preach	  the	  word	  
of	  God.	  This	  Evangelism	  Outreach	  yielded	  good	  fruit	  which	  eventually	   led	  to	  the	  
conversion	   of	   Messrs	   Mbajude	   [Israel]	   Nwonwu,	   Onyemaechi	   [Elijah]	  
Nwachukwu,	  Nwobi	  [Simon]	  Nwachukwu,	  Ikpechukwu	  [David]	  Maduneme,	  Eleho	  
[Matthew]	   Nwametu,	   Ejetokwa	   Shadrack,	   Hezekiah	   Osuchukwu,	   Nnaka	   [John]	  
Adimonye,	   Ahize	   [Daniel]	   Anozie,	   and	   others.	   These	   early	   converts	   worshipped	  
with	  Ukpor	  Christians	  at	  St.	  John’s	  C.M.S	  Umuori,	  Ukpor.	  

As	  these	  Ebenator	  new	  converts	  grew	  in	  number,	  they	  set	  in	  motion	  the	  process	  
of	  establishing	  their	  own	  Church	  at	  Ebenator.	  A	  group	  of	  them	  led	  by	  Mr.	  James	  
Mbaoma	  approached	  Late	  Dim	  Igwilo	  and	  requested	  for	  a	  parcel	  of	  land	  to	  build	  a	  
Church.	  	  Late	  Dim	  Igwilo	  happily	  donated	  his	  land	  in	  a	  part	  of	  Ubaha	  called	  “Ugwu	  
Anwusi”	   or	   “Ochuchu	   Aja”.	   These	   pioneer	   converts	   accepted	   the	   land	   and	  
immediately	  set	  up	  a	  Church	  building	  on	  it	  in	  1916.	  This	  site	  is	  the	  current	  location	  
where	   this	  Church,	   St.	  Andrew’s	  Anglican	  Church	  Ebenator	   is	   located.	  At	   a	   later	  
stage,	  Dim	  Igwilo’s	  son	  Chief	  Josiah	  Igwilo	  made	  additional	  donation	  of	  his	  land	  to	  
enable	  the	  young	  Church	  cope	  with	  increasing	  developments	  going	  on	  within	  her	  
premises.	   	   The	   Church	   functioned	   for	   almost	   a	   year	  without	   a	   Church	   Teacher.	  
Ukpor	  Christians	  assisted	  Ebenator	  early	   converts	   to	   conduct	  Church	  Services	   in	  
Ebenator.	  When	  the	  Church	  in	  Ebenator	  continued	  to	  grow	  in	  number	  and	  faith,	  
the	   members	   requested	   for	   a	   full-‐time	   Church	   teacher.	   	   The	   C.M.S	   Church	  
authority	  said	   that	   the	  condition	  to	  grant	   that	   request	   for	  a	  church	  teacher	  was	  
for	  them	  to	  deposit	  Nine	  pounds	  with	  District	  headquarters.	  Members	  with	  great	  
zeal	  embarked	  on	  various	  activities	  to	  raise	  this	  requested	  deposit.	  	  It	  took	  them	  
almost	  one	  year	  to	  raise	  the	  nine	  pounds	  [£9.00].	  	  	  

In	   1918,	   the	   nine	   pounds	   [£9.00]	   was	   raised	   and	   deposited.	   Following	   the	  
payment	   of	   the	   deposit,	   a	   Church	   teacher	   in	   the	   person	   of	   Mr.	   Peter	  
Onwuemerie,	  a	  native	  of	  Obosi	  was	  posted	  as	   the	   first	  C.M.S	  Church	   teacher	   in	  
Ebenator.	   It	   is	   important	   to	   explain	   that	   this	   C.M.S	   Church	   to	   which	  Mr.	   Peter	  
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Onwuemerie	   was	   posted	   belonged	   to	   three	   autonomous	   villages	   of	   Ubaha,	  
Umunnama,	   and	   Umuonyeukpa	   as	   mentioned	   earlier.	   Each	   of	   these	   early	  
Christian	   Converts	   who	   were	   worshipping	   under	   one	   Church	   associated	   his	  
nativity	  with	   his	   particular	   autonomous	   village.	   This	   situation	   and	   development	  
did	   not	   give	   the	   Church	   teacher	   a	   comfortable	   and	   desired	   administrative	  
convenience	   to	   perform	   optimally.	   The	   Church	   teacher	   dialogued	   with	   his	  
congregation	   for	   an	   acceptable	   common	   name	   for	   the	   three	   villages.	   	   After	   a	  
concerted	  and	  protracted	  discussion,	  the	  Church	  teacher	  suggested	  that	  the	  three	  
autonomous	   villages	   should	   be	   called	   “EBONATO”.	   The	   members	   unanimously	  
adopted	  the	  name.	  	  it	  is	  out	  of	  mispronunciation	  that	  EBONATO	  came	  to	  be	  called	  
“EBENATOR”.	   This	   wonderful	   coinage	   of	   the	   town’s	   name	   remains	   till	   today	   a	  
socio-‐contribution	  by	  Anglican	  Christians	  to	  the	  town’s	  political	  environment.	   	   In	  
1920,	  Mr.	   Joseph	  Maduewesi	  of	  Otolo-‐Nnewi	  was	  posted	  as	   the	   second	  Church	  
teacher	   to	   C.M.S	   Church,	   Ebenator	   following	   the	   sending	   of	   Mr.	   Peter	  
Onwuemerie	  for	  further	  training	  by	  the	  Church	  authority.	  	  Under	  Mr.	  Maduewesi,	  
a	   new	   Church	   building	   was	   erected	   on	   a	   new	   spot	   within	   the	   original	   Church	  
premises.	  

In	  1921,	  Mr.	  Joseph	  Nnabuife	  of	  Nnewi	  took	  over	  from	  Mr.	  Joseph	  Maduewesi	  as	  
the	   third	   Church	   teacher.	   During	   his	   administration,	   a	   second	   set	   of	   converts	  
received	  the	  Sacrament	  of	  Baptism.	  	  These	  converts	  were	  Messrs	  Matthias	  Onuka,	  
David	   Maduneme,	   Josiah	   Igwilo,	   Israel	   Nwonwu,	   Elijah	   Nwachukwu,	   Simon	  
Nwachukwu,	   Daniel	   Anozie,	   Mark	   Okonkwo	   and	   others.	   	   The	   first	   converts,	  
Messrs	  James	  Mbaoma,	  and	  Levi	  Anozie	  were	  baptized	  at	  Ukpor	  while	  the	  second	  
set	  were	  baptized	  at	  Ebenator	  which	  was	  the	  first	  Baptism	  done	  in	  the	  Church	  at	  
Ebenator.	  	  	  

In	   1922,	   Mr.	   Josiah	   Okpalaeke	   of	   Awka-‐Etiti	   was	   posted	   as	   the	   third	   Church	  
teacher.	   	   In	   1923,	   history	   was	   made	   in	   the	   Ebenator	   Church	   as	   Messrs	   James	  
Mbaoma,	  and	   Levi	  Anozie	  were	   confirmed,	  while	  Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	   Elijah	  Nwachukwu	  
became	  the	  first	  couple	  that	  wedded.	  	  In	  1924,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Onwuemerie	  came	  on	  a	  
second	  missionary	   journey	  as	  a	  Church	  teacher	  and	  worked	  till	   the	  end	  of	  1925.	  	  
Thereafter,	  the	  following	  Church	  teachers	  served	  in	  the	  Church:	  

S/N	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NAME	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  YEAR	   TOWN	  OF	  ORIGIN	  
1.	   Mr.	  Simon	  Okafor	   1926	  –	  1928	   Nnobi	  	  
2.	   Mr.	  Moses	  Emebo	   1929	  –	  1931	   Oba	  	  
3.	   Mr.	  Michael	  Ezika	   1932	  –	  1933	   Ideani	  
4.	   Mr.	  Benson	  Osuoha	   1934	  –	  1935	   Owerri	  
5.	   Mr.	  Timothy	  Nwizu	   1936	  –	  1937	   Nnewi-‐Ichi	  
6.	   Mr.	  Geoffry	  Oragudosi	   1938	  –	  1942	   Okija	  
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7.	   Mr.	  John	  Ifediba	   1943	  –	  1945	   Ozubulu	  	  
8.	   Mr.	  John	  Erinne	   1946	  –	  1948	   Okija	  
9.	   Mr.	  Felix	  Okoye	   1949	  –	  1951	   Nnobi	  
10.	   Mr.	  Nelson	  Udoku	   1951	  -‐1954	   Mgbakwu	  	  
11.	   Mr.	  Samuel	  	  .I.	  Ikebuotu	   1955	  –	  1957	   Nnobi	  
12.	   Mr.	  Felix	  Okolo	   1958	  –	  1960	   Nnobi	  	  
13.	   Mr.	  Samuel	  Onyenwe	   1961	   Amichi	  	  
14.	   Mr.	  Sunday	  Nehemia	  Akam	   1962	   	  
15.	  	   Mr.	  Benjamine	  Anolue	   1963	  –	  1966	   Ezinifite	  	  
16.	   Mr.	  Charles	  Ijezie	   1967	  –	  1971	   Akpulu	  	  
17.	   Mr.	  Naboth	  Obieri	   1972	  –	  1979	   Umuchu	  	  
18.	   Mr.	  Joseph	  Nnamaka	   1980	  –	  1983	  	   Nkpologwu	  
19.	   Mr.	  Rowland	  C.	  Onyejekwe	   1984	  –	  1985	  	   Isseke	  	  
20.	   Mr.	  Louis	  Uzor	   1986	  –	  1987	   Okija	  
21.	   Mr.	  Isaac	  Nebedum	   1988	  –	  1991	   Ihembosi	  
22.	   Mr.	  Ebenezer	  Ezeoba	   1992	  –	  1996	   Umunya	  	  
23.	   Mr.	  Geoffrey	  Odumegwu	   1997	   Okija	  	  
	  

In	   1996,	   the	   first	   Clergyman	   in	   the	   person	  of	   Revd.	  Nelson	  Mbachu	  of	  Umuchu	  
was	  posted	  to	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Church,	  Ebenator.	   	  Revd.	  Nelson	  Mbachu’s	  stay	  was	  
cut	   short	   as	   a	   result	   of	   a	   motorcycle	   accident	   which	   claimed	   his	   life.	   	   On	   23rd	  
December,	   1997,	   St.	   Andrew’s	   Church	   was	   inaugurated	   a	   District	   with	   Revd.	  
Daniel	  N.C.	  Okeke	  of	  Nanka	  as	   the	   first	   Superintendent.	   Presently,	   St.	  Andrew’s	  
Parish	  is	  made	  up	  of	  other	  Churches	  namely:	  Church	  of	  Pentecost,	  Ebenator;	  and	  
St.	   Philip’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Ebenator.	   Below	   is	   the	   chronology	   of	   Priests	   who	  
have	  served	  in	  the	  Church	  from	  1997	  till	  date:	  

S/N	   NAME	   YEAR	   TOWN	  OF	  ORIGIN	  
1.	   Revd.	  Daniel	  N.C.	  Okeke	   1997	  –	  2001	   Nanka	  
2.	   Revd.	  Brown	  Ofoeme	   2001	  –	  2003	   Nnewi	  
3.	   Revd.	  Benneth	  Anene	   2003	  –	  2004	   Umudioka	  
4.	   Revd.	   Canon	   Okoli-‐

Obodozie	  
2004	  –	  2005	   Isseke	  

5.	   Revd.	  Timothy	  Agbanusi	   2005	  –	  2006	   Obosi	  
6.	   Revd.	  Okwuolisa	  Chukwuka	   2006	  –	  2008	   Amichi	  
7.	   Revd.	   Canon	   Samuel	   .I.	  	  

Ikeh	  
2008	  –	  2009	   Agulu	  

8.	   Revd.	   Jonathan	  
Umeasiegbu	  

2009	  –	  2012	   Umuchu	  	  
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9.	   Revd.	  Samson	  Ikedinma	   2012	  -‐	  	  	   Owerre-‐Ezukala	  
	  

During	   the	   first	   session	   of	   the	   first	   Synod	   of	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   held	   at	   St.	  
Stephen’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Osumenyi,	  Ebenator	  Archdeaconry	  was	  created	  by	  His	  
Lordship,	   the	   Rt.	   Revd.	   E.O.	   Ikeakor	   [JP]	   with	   St.	   Andrew’s	   Church	   as	   the	  
Archdeaconry	  headquarters.	  Ebenator	  Archdeaconry	   is	  made	  up	  of	  St.	  Andrew’s	  
Church,	   Ebenator;	   Holy	   Trinity	   Anglican	   Church,	   Utuh;	   St.	   Philip’s	   Church,	  
Ebenator;	  and	  Church	  of	  Pentecost,	  Ebenator.	  	  

In	  1954,	   St.	  Andrew’s	  Anglican	  Church	  produced	   the	   first	  University	   graduate	   in	  
Ebenator	  town,	  and	  indeed	  the	  first	  Graduate	  in	  Mbanese	  clan	  which	  is	  made	  up	  
of	   Osumenyi,	   Ezinifite,	   Utuh,	   Akwa-‐ihedi,	   and	   Ebenator	   in	   the	   person	   of	   Mr.	  
Jasper	   Nwandu.	   	   Even	   though	   Mr.	   Jasper	   Nwandu	   is	   late,	   his	   daughter	   later	  
became	   the	   first	   female	  medical	  Doctor	   in	  Ebenator	  and	  Mbanese	  –	  Dr.	   Ifeoma	  
Nwandu	  now	  Dr.	  Mrs.	  Ifeoma	  Orizu.	  Ebenator	  Archdeaconry	  was	  inaugurated	  on	  
10th	  July,	  2011	  by	  His	  Lordship,	  Rt.	  Revd.	  E.O.	  Ikeakor	  [JP].	  

Today	   St.	   Andrew’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Ebenator	   has	   in	   her	   congregation	  
distinguished	  Educationists,	  Doctors,	  Engineers,	  Lawyers,	  Scientists	  and	  successful	  
business	  men	  and	  women.	  The	  first	  and	  only	  indigenous	  Anglican	  Priest	  produced	  
by	  this	  Church	  is	  Revd.	  Canon	  Robert	  Amuta.	  We	  give	  all	  the	  Glory	  and	  Praise	  to	  
the	  Almighty	  God	  for	  sustaining	  His	  Church	  in	  Ebenator	  especially	  as	  St.	  Andrew’s	  
Church,	   Ebenator	   is	   today	   hosting	   the	   first	   session	   of	   the	   second	   Synod	   of	   our	  
Diocese.	  

NEWS	  FROM	  THE	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA:	  

RETIREMENTS:	  

The	  following	  Bishops	  retired	  from	  active	  Church	  Service	  and	  Ministry:	  

i	   The	  Most	  Revd.	  Ugochukwu	  .U.	  Ezuoke	  –	  Archbishop	  of	  Aba	  Province;	  and	  	  
Bishop	  of	  Diocese	  of	  Aba.	  

ii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  William	  Diya	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Kafanchan.	  	  

iii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  B.C.B.	  Onyeibor	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Abakaliki.	  

We	  joyfully	  glorify	  the	  name	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God	  for	  preserving	  the	  lives	  of	  	  these	  
humble	   and	   great	   servants	   of	   His	   throughout	   their	   episcopacy.	   We	  
congratulate	   them	   and	   their	   wives	   for	   a	   job	  well	   done	   and	   pray	   God	   for	  
more	  healthy	  and	  peaceful	  years	  of	  post	  retirement	  lifestyle	  and	  ministry.	  
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ELECTION	  AND	  CONSECRATION:	  

At	  the	  Episcopal	  Synod	  held	  at	  St.	  Peter’s	  Chapel,	  IBRU	  Centre	  Agbarha-‐otor	  on	  6th	  
July	  2011,	  the	  following	  were	  elected	  to	  take	  over	  from	  the	  retiring	  Bishops,	  who	  
were	  also	  consecrated	  at	   the	  Archbishop	  Vining	  Cathedral	  Church,	   Ikeja	  –	  Lagos	  
on	  Sunday	  25th	  September,	  2011	  by	  The	  Archbishop,	  Metropolitan,	  and	  Primate	  of	  
All	  Nigeria,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Nicolas	  D.	  Oko,	  assisted	  by	  over	  eighty	  other	  Bishops	  
of	  the	  Anglican	  Communion.	  

a.	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Christian	  Ugwuzor	  	   	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Aba	  
b.	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Monday	  Nkwoagu	   	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Abakaliki	   	  
c.	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Marcus	  .M.	  Dogo	   	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Kafanchan	  
d.	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Jacob	  Kwashi	   	   	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Zonkwa	  
e.	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Mark	  Dobbs	   	   	   -‐	   Suffragan	  CANA	  
F.	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Clarence	  Felix	  Orji	   	   -‐	   Suffragan	  CANA	  
We	  heartily	  commend	  these	  new	  Bishops	  and	  their	  wives	  to	  the	  Grace	  of	  God	  for	  
fruitful,	  spiritually-‐dynamic,	  and	  disciple-‐raising	  pastorate	  and	  episcopacy.	  
In	  the	  same	  vein,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Dr.	  Ikechi	  Nwosu	  was	  elected	  the	  new	  Archbishop	  
of	  the	  Ecclesiastical	  Province	  of	  Aba.	  	  He	  has	  since	  been	  presented.	  
During	  the	  2012	  Bishops	  Annual	  Retreat	  held	  at	   IBRU	  Centre	  Agbarha-‐otor	   from	  
18th	  -‐23rd	  February,	  2012,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Jonathan	  Edewor,	  Bishop	  of	  Oleh	  Diocese;	  
and	  the	  Most	  Revd.	  Samuel	  Abe	  gave	  notice	  of	  their	  retirements.	  
The	  Ven.	  John	  U.	  Aruakpor	  was	  elected	  the	  new	  Bishop	  of	  Oleh	  Diocese,	  and	  was	  
consecrated	  on	  May	  1,	  2012	  at	  Ondo.	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Christopher	  Omotunde	  was	  
translated	   to	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Ekiti.	   Also,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Dr.	   G.L.	   Lasebikan	   was	  
elected	  the	  new	  Archbishop	  of	  Ondo	  Province.	  May	  God	  in	  all	  things	  be	  eternally	  
glorified	  as	  He	  leads	  His	  Church	  from	  glory	  to	  glory	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  	  Amen.	  	  
	  
10TH	  GENERAL	  SYNOD	  OF	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA:	  
The	   10th	   session	   of	   the	   General	   Synod	   of	   the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	  
Communion]	  held	  from	  19th	  to	  25th	  of	  September,	  2011	  at	  the	  Archbishop	  Vining	  
Memorial	   Cathedral	   Church,	   Ikeja	   Lagos.	   The	   theme	   of	   the	   General	   Synod	   was	  
“Restoring	  the	  Years	  the	  Locust	  had	  Eaten	  [Joel	  2:25	  –	  27].	  	  The	  formal	  opening	  of	  
the	  Synod	  took	  place	  on	  Wednesday	  21st	  September,	  2011	  at	  11.00	  am.	  The	  grand	  
finale	  of	   the	  General	  Synod	  was	   the	  consecration	  of	   six	  new	  Bishops	  on	  Sunday	  
25th	  September,	  2011	  at	  10.00	  a.m.	  It	  was	  indeed	  a	  time	  for	  spiritual	  rejuvenation	  
as	  both	  the	  Preacher	  during	  Eucharistic	  Services,	  the	  Bible	  Study	  co-‐ordinator	  and	  
leaders	  did	   great	  work	   in	  ministering	   to	   the	  delegates	   effectively.	   Kudos	   should	  
also	  go	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Lagos-‐West	  under	  the	  dynamic	  leadership	  of	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  
Dr.	   Peter	   Adebiyi	   for	   a	  well-‐articulated	  wonderful	   hosting.	   It	  was	   actually	   great	  
and	  worthy	  of	  emulation.	  
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2012	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  STANDING	  COMMITTEE	  MEETING:	  
This	  Standing	  Committee	  Meeting	  was	  hosted	  by	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Awka	  [Anglican	  
Communion]	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Faith,	  Awka,	  and	  Emmaus	  house	  also	  
in	  Awka	  from	  14th	  	  to	  	  18th	  February,	  2012.	  	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  Standing	  Committee	  
was	   “Pressing	   on	   Towards	   the	   Goal”	   [Philippians	   3:14].	   The	   hosting	   was	   very	  
wonderful	   in	  all	  aspects,	  and	  we	  commend	   the	  Bishop	  of	  Awka	  Diocese,	   the	  Rt.	  
Revd.	  Dr.	  Alexander	   .C.	   Ibezim,	  his	  wife	  Mrs.	  Chioma	   .M.	   Ibezim,	  and	   the	  entire	  
Priests	   and	   Anglican	   faithful	   in	   the	   Diocese.	   	   Our	   Archbishop,	   The	   Most	   Revd.	  
Christian	  .O.	  Efobi,	  and	  Mama	  Province	  of	  the	  Niger,	  Dame	  Jane	  Efobi,	  and	  all	  the	  
Bishops	   in	   the	  Province	  and	   their	  wives	  deserve	  special	   commendation	   for	   their	  
support,	  encouragement,	  and	  co-‐operation	  with	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Awka	  to	  make	  the	  
Standing	  Committee	  a	  huge	  success.	  The	  Bible	  study	  co-‐ordinator	  and	  leader,	  Rt.	  
Revd.	   Timothy	   Yahaya,	   and	   other	   resource	   persons	  were	   used	   tremendously	   to	  
minister	  the	  word	  of	  God	  to	  the	  people	  of	  God.	  His	  Excellency,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi	  and	  
the	  government	  of	  Anambra	  state	  outrightly	  gave	  overwhelming	  support	  both	  in	  
Cash	   and	   kind	   to	   the	   Anglican	   Family	   in	   the	   Province	   generally,	   and	  Diocese	   of	  
Awka	  in	  particular.	  We	  pray	  the	  Almighty	  and	  Merciful	  God	  to	  bless	  our	  Governor	  
abundantly	  and	  without	  measure.	  
	  
2012	  BISHOPS’	  ANNUAL	  RETREAT:	  
This	   Retreat	  was	   billed	   for	   4th	   to	   8th	   January,	   2012,	   but	   due	   to	   general	  workers	  
strike	  and	  Protest	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  Removal	  of	  Oil	  Subsidy;	  it	  later	  held	  from	  18th	  
to	   22nd	   February,	   2012	   immediately	   after	   the	   Standing	   Committee	   Meeting	   at	  
Awka.	  The	  Retreat	  held	  as	  usual	  at	   IBRU	  Centre,	  Agbarha-‐otor,	  Delta	  State.	   	  The	  
Theme	   for	   this	  year’s	  Retreat	  was	  “A	  GROWING	  CHURCH”.	  We	  continue	   to	  give	  
God	  the	  Glory	  for	  such	  great	  way	  of	  beginning	  the	  year	  for	  Bishops	  in	  the	  Church	  
of	  Nigeria,	  and	  for	  always	  inspiring	  our	  Primate	  in	  choosing	  meaningful	  and	  very	  
apt	   themes	   for	   our	   Retreat.	   The	   Bishops	   that	   God	   used	   to	   speak	   to	   us	   in	   the	  
Retreat	   were	   just	   wonderful	   especially	   our	   brother	   and	   friend,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	  
Henry	  	  .O.	  Okeke	  who	  led	  the	  Bible	  studies	  all	  through.	  
	  
CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  2011	  DIVCCON:	  
Glorious	   History	   was	   made	   from	   7th	   to	   11th	   November,	   2011	   when	   Church	   of	  
Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion]	   organized	   her	   maiden	   All-‐embracing,	   and	   soul-‐
enriching	  Conference	  Christened	  Divine	  Commonwealth	  Conference	  [DIVCCON]	  at	  
the	  National	  Christian	  Centre,	  Abuja.	  The	   idea	  of	   this	  DIVCCON	  according	  to	  our	  
Primate,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Dr.	  N.D.	  Oko	  is	  to	  welcome	  all-‐beyond	  the	  distinctions	  of	  
Holy	  Orders.	   	   It	  attracted	  laity	  of	  all	  categories,	   including	  our	  women	  and	  youth,	  
who	   fed	   from	   the	   expository	   dispensing	   of	   God’s	   word	   at	   a	   central	   national	  
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location.	   DIVCCON	   is	   very	   unique	   because	   our	   present	   structure	   as	   a	   national	  
Church	  limits	  attendance	  at	  our	  great	  gatherings	  to	  delegates	  –	  either	  to	  Standing	  
Committee	   Meetings,	   General	   Synods,	   Bishops	   or	   Clergy.	   The	   AYF,	   EFAC,	   and	  
Prayer	   Convocation	   also	   have	   some	   form	   of	   identity	   of	   responsibility	   confines.	  
People	   from	   all	   walks	   of	   life	   attended	   from	  within	   and	   outside	  Nigeria.	   	   It	   was	  
indeed	  a	   forum	  to	   share	   the	   fellowship	  of	   like-‐minded	  ministers	  of	  God	  beyond	  
our	  immediate	  horizon,	  without	  discrimination	  of	  race	  or	  culture.	  Just	  simply	  put,	  
DIVCCON	   has	   become	   a	   forum	   for	   a	   family	   celebration	   of	   our	   divine	  
Commonwealth.	  	  Our	  Diocese	  was	  well	  represented	  as	  the	  Bishop,	  and	  wife,	  and	  
almost	  all	  the	  Clergymen	  and	  some	  of	  their	  wives	  attended.	  Some	  lay	  members	  of	  
this	  Diocese	  were	  also	  in	  attendance.	  This	  year’s	  DIVCCON	  has	  been	  fixed	  for	  5th	  
to	  9th	  November,	  2012.	  Our	  Prayer	  is	  that	  God	  will	  continue	  to	  sustain	  this	  great	  
move.	   	   We	   encourage	   every	   member	   of	   this	   Diocese	   to	   develop	   interest	   in	  
attending	  such	  unique	  programmes.	  
	  
2012	  ST.	  MATTHIAS	  DAY	  CELEBRATION	  AND	  EVANGELISM	  COLLECTION	  	  
AND	  SUPPORT.	  
The	  second	  edition	  of	  St.	  Matthias	  Day	  Celebration	  Collection	  for	  supporting	  some	  
missionary	  and	  weaker	  Dioceses	   for	  the	  continued	  propagation	  of	   the	  Gospel	  of	  
our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  was	  held	  on	  Sunday	  26th	  February,	  2012	  in	  all	  Dioceses	  of	  the	  
Anglican	   Communion	   in	   Nigeria.	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   participated	   actively	   and	  
meaningfully	   in	   the	   exercise.	  We	   collected	   a	   little	   above	  N1.3m	  which	  was	   also	  
promptly	  remitted	  to	  Church	  of	  Nigeria.	  May	  I	  at	  this	  point	  appreciate	  and	  thank	  
all	  the	  Clergymen,	  and	  Church	  teachers	  and	  Laity	  for	  their	  dogged	  commitment	  to	  
this	  vision	  which	  made	  it	  possible	  for	  our	  Diocese	  to	  raise	  such	  amount	  of	  money	  
despite	  our	  rural	  setting	  and	  small	  size	   in	   land	  mass	  and	  Geographical	  coverage.	  
God	  will	  continue	  to	  be	  gracious	  and	  merciful	  to	  you,	  your	  families	  and	  ministries	  
now	  and	  always.	  	  Amen.	  
	  
ARCHBISHOP	  OF	  CANTERBURY	  GIVES	  NOTICE	  OF	  HIS	  VOLUNTARY	  RETIREMENT.	  
The	  Archbishop	  of	  Canterbury,	  Most	  Revd.	   and	  Rt.	  Hon.	  Dr.	   Rowan	  Williams	  on	  
16th	   March,	   2012	   announced	   that	   he	   is	   to	   stand	   down	   as	   the	   Archbishop	   of	  
Canterbury	   and	   head	   of	   the	   World	   wide	   Anglican	   Communion.	   He	   said	   that	  
stepping	  down	  had	  not	  been	  an	  easy	  decision	  and	  that	  during	  the	  time	  he	  had	  left	  
there	  was	  “Much	  to	  do”.	  Speaking	  further	  on	  his	  standing	  down,	  he	  reflected	  on	  
growing	  divisions	  within	   the	  Anglican	  Church,	  and	  said	   it	   seemed	  some	  conflicts	  
would	  not	  go	  away	  however	  long	  you	  struggle	  with	  them.	  We	  wish	  him	  well,	  and	  
pray	   that	   the	   new	   Archbishop	   of	   Canterbury	   will	   be	   spiritually	   bold	   enough	   to	  
address	   the	  problem	  which	   is	   simply	   “GOING	  BACK	  TO	  THE	  BIBLE”.	  He	  will	  bow	  
out	  in	  December	  this	  year.	  
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NEWS	  FROM	  PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER.	  
ANNIVERSARY	  CELEBRATION	  BY	  DIOCESE	  OF	  AWKA:	  
The	  25th	   [Silver	  Jubilee]	  Anniversary	  of	  the	   Inauguration	  of	  Diocese	  of	  Awka	  was	  
celebrated	   from	   5th	   to	   10	   March,	   2012.	   The	   celebration	   was	   a	   full	   week-‐long	  
activity	  which	  featured	  the	  foundation	  laying	  ceremonies	  of	  some	  Projects.	  It	  was	  
rounded	  off	  with	  Holy	  Eucharistic	  Thanksgiving	  Service	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  
St.	  Faith,	  Awka	  on	  Friday	  9th	  March,	  2012.	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Nicolas	  Oko,	  
Archbishop,	  Metropolitan,	   and	   Primate	   of	   All	   Nigeria	   presided	   at	   the	   Eucharist	  
and	  also	  preached	  the	  sermon.	   	  Our	  Archbishop,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  C.O.	  Efobi	  and	  
Mama	  Province,	  Dame	  Jane	  Efobi	  were	  present	  with	  other	  Bishops	  in	  the	  province	  
of	   the	  Niger.	  We	  congratulate	  His	   Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Dr.	  Alexander	   Ibezim,	  
and	  his	  wife	  Mrs.	  Martha	  Chioma	   	   Ibezim,	  and	  pray	   that	   the	  good	  Lord	  will	  use	  
them	   to	   continue	   the	   good	  works	   already	   done	   by	   the	   Retired	   Bishop	   of	   Awka	  
Diocese,	   The	   Most	   Revd.	   M.S.C.	   Anikwenwa,	   and	   Mrs.	   Blessing	   Anikwenwa	  
[Nnediogo].	  
	  
DEATH	  AND	  BURIAL:	  
The	  Province	  lost	  by	  death	  two	  great	  servants	  of	  God:	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  
Dr.	  J.A.	  Onyemelukwe,	  the	  Retired	  Bishop	  on	  the	  Niger,	  and	  former	  Archbishop	  of	  
old	  Province	  II,	  was	  buried	  on	  Thursday	  6th	  October,	  2011	  in	  his	  home	  town	  Nanka	  
after	  a	  funeral	  Church	  service	  at	  All	  Saints’	  Cathedral,	  Onitsha.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  
The	  Prolocutor	  of	  Church	  of	  Nigeria,	  Ven.	  Barr.	  Alexander	  Adichie	  who	  was	  also	  
the	  Clerical	  Synod	  Secretary	  of	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Nnewi	  was	  buried	  on	  Wednesday	  
14th	  September,	  2011	  in	  his	  home	  town	  Ogidi.	  We	  pray	  that	  the	  Almighty	  God	  will	  
continually	  give	  the	  families	  they	  left	  behind	  the	  fortitude	  to	  bear	  the	  demise	  of	  
these	  loved	  ones	  and	  breadwinners	  of	  their	  homes.	  
	  
ARCHBISHOP’S	  RECEPTION	  BY	  DIOCESE	  OF	  AGUATA:	  
On	   Saturday	   15th	   October,	   2011,	   Diocese	   of	   Aguata	   [Anglican	   Communion]	  	  
organized	  a	  special	  reception	  for	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Dr.	  Christian	  .O.	  Efobi,	  
and	  his	  wife	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  John,	  Ekwuluobia	  as	  the	  Archbishop	  of	  
Province	   of	   the	   Niger.	   	   It	   was	   a	   well-‐attended	   programme	   by	   people	   from	   all	  
walks	  of	   life.	  We	  pray	  the	  Gracious	  and	  Merciful	  Lord	  to	  give	  them	  the	  wisdom,	  
discretion,	  and	  grace	  to	  pilot	  the	  affairs	  of	  the	  Province	  to	  the	  Glory	  of	  God,	  and	  
lead	  her	  to	  an	  enviable	  height	  in	  the	  mighty	  name	  of	  our	  Lord	  and	  Saviour	  Jesus	  
Christ.	  	  Amen.	  	  
	  
CONGRATULATIONS	  TO	  MAMA	  PROVINCE:	  
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May	   I	   at	   this	   point	  with	  my	  wife	  Dame	  Nkem	   Ikeakor	   congratulate	   heartily	   our	  
mother	  Dame	   Jane	  Efobi	   on	  her	   Investiture	   as	   a	  Knight	  by	  His	  Grace,	   The	  Most	  
Revd.	  C.	  O.	  Efobi,	  on	  Saturday	  7th	  April,	  2012	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  John,	  
Ekwuluobia.	   We	   pray	   the	   Almighty	   and	   merciful	   God	   to	   continue	   to	   bless,	  
preserve,	   and	   uphold	   you	  with	   His	   right	   hand	   of	   righteousness	   till	   the	   glorious	  
appearing	  of	  the	  Captain	  and	  Chief	  Shepherd	  of	  our	  faith	  and	  soul	  a	  second	  time.	  	  
Amen.	  	  	  
	  
DEDICATION	  OF	  DIOCESE	  ON	  THE	  NIGER	  EPISCOPAL	  HOUSE:	  	  
We	   join	   the	   good	   and	   great	   people	   of	   the	   Diocese	   on	   the	   Niger	   in	   singing	  
Magnificat	  to	  God	  and	  kudos	  to	  the	  Bishop	  and	  his	  wife,	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Owen	  Nwokolo,	  
and	   Dr.	   Mrs.	   Nonye	   Nwokolo	   for	   a	   well–redesigned	   and	   renovated	   Episcopal	  
house	  which	  was	  dedicated	  on	  Thursday	  3rd	  May,	   2012	  by	  His	  Grace,	   The	  Most	  
Revd.	   Dr.	   Nicolas	   D.	   Okoh	   Archbishop,	  Metropolitan,	   and	   Primate	   of	   all	   Nigeria	  
assisted	   by	   over	   twenty-‐five	   Bishops	   of	   the	  Anglican	   Church.	  We	   commend	   the	  
Bishop	  to	  the	  unshrinking	  Grace	  of	  God	  to	  do	  more	  exploit	  for	  God	  throughout	  his	  
episcopacy	  especially	   in	   reconstruction,	   renewal,	  and	   renovation	  of	  human	   lives	  
committed	  to	  his	  charge	  according	  to	  the	  Primate’s	  homily	  on	  that	  day.	  
	  
DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI	  	  –>	  	  NEWS;	  EVENTS;	  AND	  INFORMATION.	  

i.	   MASTER’S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI:	  

It	   will	   be	   recalled	   that	   during	   my	   Presidential	   Address	   presentation	   last	  
year,	   I	   did	  mention	   that	   our	   Seminary	  will	   take	  off	   officially	   for	   academic	  
session	   in	   September,	   2011.	   By	   the	   special	  Grace	  of	  God,	   this	   dream	  and	  
vision	  which	   looked	   impossible	   came	   to	   fruition	   in	  September	  2011	  when	  
the	   first	   batch	   of	   JSS	   1	   students	   admitted	   into	   the	   school	   packed	   in	   and	  
started	  normal	  academic	  exercise.	  	  It	  started	  on	  a	  high	  pitch	  with	  seventy-‐
five	   [75]	   young,	   tender,	   bright	   and	   promising	   boys	   coming	   in	   as	   the	   first	  
fruit	   of	   Achaia	   of	   the	   institution.	   On	   the	   1st	   of	   October,	   2011,	   we	   in	   the	  
company	  of	  all	  the	  Clergy,	  and	  many	  lay	  members	  of	  our	  Diocese	  including	  
some	   Knights	   and	   Ladies	   converged	   at	   the	   school	   premises	   to	   officially	  
Commission	  the	  School,	  pray	  and	  dedicate	  the	  pioneer	  students	  and	  staff	  of	  
the	  Seminary.	   	   It	   is	  an	  experience	  that	  we	  cannot	  forget	  in	  a	  hurry.	   	  There	  
was	  an	  overflow	  of	  joy,	  and	  a	  sense	  of	  mission	  accomplished.	  I	  will	  not	  be	  
fair	  and	  appreciative	  if	  I	  fail	  to	  warmly	  and	  heartily	  thank	  Osumenyi	  People	  
for	   making	   this	   vision	   a	   reality.	   We	   thank	   the	   Archdeacon,	   Ven.	   Henry	  
Amobi,	   all	   the	   Clergy	   in	   Osumenyi	   town,	   various	   Parochial	   Church	  
Committees	   in	   Osumenyi.	   Sir	   Boniface	   Ekesiobi	   and	   his	   team	   need	   to	   be	  
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commended	  for	  sacrificing	  his	  time	  and	  business	  to	  physically	  supervise	  the	  
relocation	  of	  Omaigwe	  Central	  School	  to	  its	  new	  site.	  	  	  

Furthermore,	   special	   thanks	   to	   these	   great	   Anglican	  men	   from	  Osumenyi	  
who	  sponsored	  various	  projects	  in	  the	  new	  site	  of	  Omaigwe	  Central	  School.	  	  
They	   include	  –	  High	  Chief	  Sir	  Samson	  Ukachukwu,	  Sir	  Okechukwu	  Ojimba,	  
and	  Mr.	   Enoch	   Ezike.	   	  We	   also	   thank	  Osumenyi	   Anglican	   Communion	   for	  
supporting	  the	  work	  all	  round.	  	  The	  Steering	  Committee	  of	  Master’s	  Vessel	  
Seminary,	   under	   the	   Chairmanship	   of	   Sir	   Christian	   .I.	   Nwosu	   really	   did	   us	  
proud	  by	   their	   commitment	   and	  doggedness.	   To	  our	  utmost	   surprise	   and	  
enthusiasm,	   the	   Principal	   of	   the	   school,	  Miss	   Esther	   Ogbaji	   and	   her	   staff	  
organized	   the	   first	  edition	  of	  Christmas	  Service	  of	  Carol	   and	  Nine	   Lessons	  
on	  Friday	  9th	  December,	  2011.	   	   It	  was	  a	  very	  rich	  and	  colourful	  event	  that	  
we	   wondered	   how	   they	   were	   able	   to	   put	   up	   such	   a	   glorious	   and	   soul-‐
enriching	   appearance	   in	   a	   very	   short	   period	   as	   that.	   	  We	  are	   encouraged	  
indeed.	  

We	  now	  have	  over	  eighty	  [80]	  students	  who	  will	  come	  in	  as	  JSS	  1	  students	  
in	   September	   through	   the	   released	   result	   of	   the	   Joint	   Common	   Entrance	  
Examination	   into	   Convents,	   and	   Seminaries	   released	   recently.	   This	   has	  
propelled	   us	   to	   commence	   the	   finishing	   of	   the	   remaining	   works	   on	   the	  
second	  floor	  of	  the	  two	  storey	  school	  block	  building.	  The	  rate	  parents	  and	  
guardians	  are	  bringing	  in	  their	  children,	  and	  enquiring	  into	  the	  possibility	  of	  
transferring	  their	  children	  from	  their	  current	  schools	  has	  put	  a	  very	  serious	  
pressure	  on	  us	   in	   the	  area	  of	   erecting	  more	   classroom	  blocks,	   and	  hostel	  
blocks	   to	   conveniently	   accommodate	   the	   inevitable	   population	   explosion	  
about	  to	  be	  experienced	  in	  the	  School.	  	  By	  the	  special	  grace	  of	  the	  Almighty	  
God,	   we	   will	   never	   toy	   with	   the	   academic,	   and	   moral	   standards	   of	   the	  
school.	   	  Our	  vision	  and	  mission	   is	   to	   raise	  a	  crop	  of	  boys	   in	   this	  Seminary	  
that	  will	  be	  the	  pride	  of	  their	  families,	  Churches,	  and	  society	  at	  large	  in	  the	  
contemporary	   Nigeria	   where	   education	   standard	   has	   regrettably	   nose-‐
dived	   in	  public	  and	  private	  schools.	  Based	  on	   the	   foregoing	  discourse	  and	  
challenges,	   let	   me	   passionately	   appeal	   to	   Groups	   and	   individuals	   from	  
within	  and	  outside	  our	  diocese	  to	  please	  take	  up	  this	  laudable	  challenge	  by	  
coming	   to	  pick	  one	  project	  or	   the	  other	   in	   the	  seminary	   so	  as	   to	  give	   the	  
lives	  of	  these	  young	  talented	  boys	  a	  meaning	  and	  fulfillment.	  You	  can	  take	  a	  
whole	   classroom	  block,	   hostel	   block,	   laboratory,	   Principal’s	   house,	  Chapel	  
building,	  or	  part	  of	  any	  of	  the	  Projects.	  	  If	  you	  want	  the	  Diocese	  to	  inscribe	  
your	   name	   or	   that	   of	   your	   family	   or	   loved	   one	   after	   building	   any	   of	   the	  
structures	  we	  will	  hastily	  and	  happily	  oblige	  you.	  
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ii.	   GRAND	  FINALE	  OF	  THE	  2011	  WALKING	  BIBLE	  COMPETITION:	  
The	   Special	   Bible	   Competition	   organized	   for	   youths	   in	   the	   Diocese	   called	  
“Walking	   Bible	   competition”	   featured	   the	   grand	   finale	   on	   22nd	   October	  
2011	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   	   It	   was	   a	   keenly	  
contested	  event	   from	  the	  Parish	   level	   to	   the	  diocesan	   level.	   It	   is	  aimed	  at	  
bringing	  our	  Youths	  back	  to	  Bible	  reading,	  memorization,	  and	  practice.	  The	  
first	   prize	   winner	   was	   Miss	   Blessing	   Azubuike	   from	   St.	   Peter’s	   Church,	  
Amichi	  who	  won	  for	  herself	  a	  University	  Scholarship	  in	  any	  Federal	  or	  State	  
owned	  University	  in	  Nigeria	  only	  irrespective	  of	  her	  course	  of	  choice.	  	  This	  
scholarship	   stands	   for	   two	   years	   of	   gaining	   admission	   from	   the	   date	   she	  
won	  the	  competition	  assuming	  she	  is	  not	  already	  in	  a	  University.	  So	  if	  she	  
does	  not	  gain	  admission	  after	   two	  years,	   it	   is	  withdrawn.	  This	  winner	  had	  
an	   alternative	   of	   collecting	   two	   hundred	   and	   fifty	   thousand	   naira	  
[N250,000]	   cash	  on	   that	  day,	  but	   she	  went	   for	   the	  University	   scholarship.	  	  
The	  first	  runner-‐up	  won	  a	  brand	  new	  laptop	  Computer.	  Other	   items	  given	  
out	  as	  consolation	  prizes	  include:	  four	  refrigerators,	  One	  deep	  freezer,	  four	  
[1.5	   KVA]	   generators	   and	   ten	   Industrial	   Fans.	   We	   want	   to	   thank	   all	   the	  
donors	  of	  these	  items	  for	  their	  support	  and	  encouragement	  in	  making	  our	  
vision	   of	   affecting	   the	   lives	   of	   the	   youths	   positively	   a	   reality.	   May	   the	  
Almighty	   and	   Gracious	   God	   continue	   to	   bless	   and	   support	   all	   of	   you	   and	  
your	  families.	  
	  

iii.	   HANDOVER	  OF	  HOSPITAL	  BY	  AKURUEULO	  SOCIAL	  CLUB	  OF	  AMICHI:	  

You	  may	  recall	  that	  in	  my	  last	  year’s	  Presidential	  address	  presentation,	  I	  did	  
report	   joyfully	   that	   the	  Akurueulo	  Social	  Club	  has	  magnanimously	  handed	  
over	  the	  Hospital	  they	  built	  in	  Amichi	  to	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  for	  effective	  
management	  and	  total	  reconstruction.	  This	  was	  as	  a	  matter	  of	  fact	  an	  oral	  
affirmation	  and	  declaration.	  But	  to	  the	  Glory	  of	  God,	  on	  16th	  October,	  2011,	  
the	   Akurueulo	   Social	   Club,	   and	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   [Anglican	   Communion]	  
signed	   the	  deed	  of	   transfer	   of	   the	  Hospital	  wherein	   the	  Club	  happily	   and	  
wholeheartedly	  relinquished	  their	  ownership	  and	  management	  of	  the	  said	  
hospital	  totally	  to	  the	  Diocese.	  The	  Akurueulo	  Social	  Club	  team	  was	  led	  by	  
their	  President/Chairman,	  Chief	  Benard	  Nwokedi,	  while	  the	  Diocesan	  team	  
was	  led	  by	  the	  Bishop,	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Ephraim	  .O.	  Ikeakor,	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  the	  
Chancellor,	   Hon.	   Justice	   Gloria	   Anulude.	   This	   epoch-‐making	   event	   took	  
place	  at	  the	  Bishopscourt,	  Amichi.	  	  

iv.	   ADVENT	  ORDINATION:	  
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The	   third	   Advent	   Ordination	   Service	   and	   ceremony	   of	   this	   Diocese	   took	  
place	   on	   Sunday	   4th	   December,	   2011	   at	   St.	   Stephen’s	   Anglican	   Church,	  
Osumenyi.	   Two	  Ordinands	  were	  made	  Deacons,	  while	   four	  Deacons	  were	  
ordained	  Priests.	  Those	  that	  were	  made	  deacons	  were:	  

[a]	   Ord.	  Godson	  Ugochukwu;	  and	  

[b]	   Ord.	  Chukwunonso	  Chijindu.	  

Those	  who	  were	  ordained	  Priests	  were:	  

[a]	   Revd.	  Festus	  Ewenike	  

[b]	   Revd.	  Chukwunonso	  Okwuora	  

[c]	   Revd.	  Samuel	  Omuka	  

[d]	   Revd.	  Paschal	  Umeoduagu.	  

It	  was	  a	  very	  glorious	  and	  joyful	  event	  as	  families,	  friends,	  and	  well-‐wishers	  
of	  the	  newly	  ordained	  were	  present	   in	  their	  numbers	  to	  rejoice	  with	  their	  
own.	   We	   pray	   that	   these	   young	   and	   promising	   Servants	   of	   God	   will	   be	  
faithful	   to	   Him	  who	   has	   called	   them,	   and	   fulfill	   their	  ministries	   gloriously	  
and	  sincerely	  now	  and	  always.	  

v.	   FIRST	  BORNS’	  NIGHT:	  	  
This	   is	   a	   special	   programme	  which	  holds	   annually	   exclusively	   for	   the	  males	   and	  
females	  that	  came	  first	  from	  their	  mothers’	  womb	  in	  the	  family.	  	  It	  is	  a	  vision	  and	  
directive	  given	  to	  us	  by	  God	  for	  some	  years	  now.	  The	  aim	  is	  for	  spiritual,	  financial,	  
and	  social	  repositioning	  for	  the	  first	  borns.	  The	  last	  edition	  of	  the	  programme	  was	  
held	  on	  Friday,	  November	  1,	  2011	  at	  10.00p.m.	   	   It	  was	  well	  attended	  as	  people	  
from	   far	   and	  near,	   and	  all	  walks	  of	   life	   came	   from	  within	  and	  outside	  Anambra	  
State	  to	  partake	  in	  such	  a	  wonderful	  Prayer	  gathering	  of	  God’s	  special	  people.	  We	  
really	   thank	   God	   for	   various	   testimonies	   coming	   from	   those	   who	   have	   been	  
attending	  the	  programme.	  This	  year’s	  Firstborns’	  Night	  has	  been	  slated	  for	  Friday	  
19th	  October,	  2012	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  at	  10.00	  p.m.	  
	  

	  

vi.	   TRUMPET	  AND	  TRIUMPHANT	  NIGHT:	  	  	  	  

This	  is	  a	  Programme	  that	  can	  never	  be	  forgotten	  in	  a	  hurry	  in	  the	  Diocese,	  
and	   among	   the	   participants.	   It	   was	   actually	   a	   Night	   of	   unlimited	   and	  
unbridled	  Praise	  and	  Worship	  to	  God.	  The	  overflowing	  Crowd	  both	  within	  
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and	  outside	  the	  Cathedral	  building	  enjoyed	  themselves	   in	  the	  presence	  of	  
God	  by	  offering	  unto	  God	  what	  belongs	  to	  Him	  –	  PRAISE.	  Some	  renowned	  
Gospel	  artistes	   led	  by	  Bro.	   Israel	  Anyanele,	  and	  his	  Agape	  Love	  Band	  from	  
Aba	  were	  on	  hand	  to	  lead	  in	  Praise	  galore.	  Our	  own	  Destiny	  Fulfillers	  Mass	  
Choir	   thrilled	   the	   audience	   by	   rendering	   awesome	   spiritual	   and	   well	  
scintillating	   numbers.	   We	   thank	   God	   for	   allowing	   us	   to	   join	   the	   Church	  
militant	  in	  praising	  God	  in	  the	  land	  of	  the	  living.	  	  We	  want	  to	  announce	  here	  
that	  this	  year’s	  TRUMPET	  AND	  TRIUMPHANT	  NIGHT	  comes	  up	  on	  Friday	  7th	  
December,	  2012	  at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew	  Amichi,	  Amichi	  at	  
10.00	  p.m.	  Begin	  now	  to	  prepare	  and	  plan	  to	  be	  physically	  present.	  

vii.	   CLERGY/WIVES	   AND	   CHURCH	   TEACHERS/WIVES	   ANNUAL	   SET-‐APART	  	  
RETREAT:	  

	  
In	  order	  to	  minister	  with	  fresh	  anointing	  and	  renewed	  strength	  in	  the	  new	  
year,	   this	  Diocese	   starts	   the	   year	   always	  with	   a	   special	   retreat	   for	   all	   the	  
Church	  Workers	   and	   their	  wives	   in	   the	  Diocese.	   This	   programme	   involves	  
the	  Clergy,	  Church-‐Teachers,	  and	  their	  wives.	  This	  year’s	  Set	  Apart	  was	  held	  
at	  Immanuel	  Anglican	  Church,	  Ekwulumili	  from	  19	  –	  22nd	  January,	  2012.	  The	  
Theme	  for	  the	  Retreat	  was	  “Restoring	  the	  Years	  the	  Locust	  had	  eaten	  in	  our	  
Ministry	   and	   Church”	   	   [Joel	   2:22	   –	   25].	   	   Our	   resource	   persons	   were	   Rt.	  
Revd.	   Isaac	   Orama	   –	   Bishop	   of	   Uyo	   Diocese.	   Ven.	   John	   Adubasim;	   Revd.	  
Canon	   Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka.	   	   It	   was	   really	   a	   time	   for	   spiritual	  
refreshing	  and	  reinvigoration	  in	  God’s	  presence.	  

viii.	   RETREAT	  FOR	  ALL	  P.C.C	  	  AND	  EXCOS	  OF	  ALL	  ORGANIZATIONS:	  

It	   has	   become	   an	   annual	   ritual	   that	   at	   the	   beginning	   of	   each	   year,	   the	  
Diocese	  will	  organize	  a	  special	  retreat	  for	  all	  members	  of	  Parochial	  Church	  
Committee	   of	   every	   Church	   in	   the	   Diocese,	   and	   all	   Executive	   Committee	  
members	  of	   all	   organizations	   in	  our	  Churches	   in	   the	  Diocese.	   This	   retreat	  
for	   this	   year	   took	   place	   on	   Saturday	   28th	   January,	   2012	   at	   the	   Cathedral.	  
The	  Theme	  of	  the	  Diocese	  this	  year	  “THE	  GOD	  WHO	  SEES”	  was	  elaborately	  
expounded	  by	  the	  Diocesan.	  In	  such	  a	  retreat,	  old	  P.C.C	  and	  Exco	  members	  
were	   reminded	   and	   educated	   on	   their	   statutory	   roles	   as	   leaders	   of	   our	  
Church,	   while	   the	   new	  members	   are	   informally	   given	   a	   kind	   of	   refresher	  
course	  on	  what	   their	  new	  assignment	  and	  positions	  entail.	  We	  thank	  God	  
for	  the	  success	  of	  this	  year’s	  annual	  Retreat.	  

	  

xix.	   DIOCESAN	  COVENANT	  SUNDAY:	  
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Last	  Sunday	  of	  January	  of	  each	  year	  has	  been	  designated	  in	  this	  Diocese	  as	  
Covenant	  Sunday.	  On	   this	  day	   the	  Diocese,	   and	  people	   from	  other	  places	  
come	  together	  to	  seek	  the	  face	  of	  God	  in	  Prayer	  and	  renew	  their	  Covenant	  
to	  walk	  with	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  for	  the	  year.	  2012	  Covenant	  Sunday	  took	  
place	  on	  Sunday	  29th	   January,	  2012	  at	   the	  Cathedral.	   In	   the	  same	  service,	  
the	  Bishop	  usually	  pronounces	   special	   episcopal	  blessings	   from	  God	  upon	  
the	   multitude	   of	   people	   who	   gather	   in	   God’s	   house.	   God	   through	   that	  
service	  has	  been	  showing	  Himself	  mighty	  and	  faithful	  in	  the	  affairs	  of	  men,	  
women,	  and	  families.	  To	  him	  alone	  be	  all	  the	  Glory	  for	  the	  great	  things	  He	  
has	  done,	  He	  is	  doing,	  and	  He	  will	  continue	  to	  do.	  

	  

x.	   RETREAT	  FOR	  DIOCESAN	  KNIGHTS	  AND	  LADIES:	  

On	  page	  22	  of	  my	  Presidential	  Address	  of	  last	  year,	  I	  wrote	  and	  read	  “In	  an	  
attempt	   to	   reposition	   our	   Knights	   for	   more	   fruitful	   performance	   and	  
Spiritual	  reawakening,	  I	  have	  fixed	  a	  special	  retreat	  and	  seminar	  for	  all	  the	  
KNIGHTS	   AND	   LADIES	   of	   this	   Diocese	   on	   Thursday	   23rd	   to	   Sunday	   26th	  
February,	   2012	   at	   Agbarha-‐Otor.	   This	   retreat	   is	   very	   compulsory	   for	   all	  
concerned,	  and	  that	  is	  the	  reason	  for	  this	   long	  notice	  and	  information.	  No	  
manner	   of	   excuse	   will	   be	   accepted	   by	   us”.	   	   This	   maiden	   retreat	   for	   all	  
Knights	  and	  Ladies	   in	  the	  Diocese	  was	  held	  at	   the	   IBRU	  CENTRE,	  Agbarha-‐
otor	  in	  Delta	  State	  from	  Thursday	  23rd	  to	  Sunday	  26th	  February,	  2012.	  I	  am	  
very	   glad	   that	   it	  was	  well	   attended	   by	   Knights	   and	   Ladies	   of	   our	  Diocese	  
from	   various	   parts	   of	   the	   Country.	   We	   were	   highly	   encouraged	   and	  
therefore	   commend	   the	   President	   of	   the	  Diocesan	   Council	   of	   Knights,	   Sir	  
Dr.	   Edwin	  Agbasimelo,	   his	   Exco	  members,	   and	   the	  Chaplain,	   Revd.	   Canon	  
Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka.	  My	  hearty	   thanks	   go	   to	   all	   the	  Knights	   and	  
Ladies	  who	   shelved	   their	  personal	   engagements	   to	  be	   in	   attendance.	   The	  
good	   Lord	  will	   definitely	   continue	   to	   bless	   you	   abundantly	   in	   Jesus	   Christ	  
name.	   Amen.	   It	   was	   indeed	   a	   time	   of	   Spiritual	   rejuvenation	   and	  
realignment.	   The	   phone	   calls	   and	   text	  messages	  many	   of	   you	   sent	   to	   us	  
attest	  to	  the	  fact	  that	  it	  was	  indeed	  a	  worthwhile	  exercise	  contrary	  to	  your	  
feelings	  before	  the	  Retreat.	  	  	  

We	  appreciate	  our	  resource	  persons	  who	  performed	  excellently	   in	   leading	  
us	  in	  talks,	  expositions,	  Bible	  studies,	  and	  seminars.	  May	  I	  particularly	  thank	  
Sir	   Dr.	   G.C.	   Onwuasoigwe	   for	   the	   wonderful	   seminar	   on	   “CLIMACTERIC”	  
which	  all	  of	  us	  enjoyed	  deeply.	  	  The	  Theme	  for	  our	  retreat	  was	  “You	  are	  the	  
Light	  of	  the	  World”	  [Matthew	  5:14	  –	  16].	  
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However,	   there	   are	   some	   knights	   and	   Ladies	   who	   blatantly	   refused	   to	  
attend	  the	  Retreat.	   	  More	  annoying	  and	  disturbing	  is	  a	  situation	  where	  no	  
letter	  of	  excuse	  was	  written	  at	  all.	  Others	  	  even	  were	  bold	  to	  say	  that	  they	  
fixed	  burial	  on	  the	  same	  date,	  which	  we	  set	  aside	  for	  almost	  one	  year	  and	  
gave	  the	   information	  on	  11th	  June,	  2011	  through	  our	  Presidential	  address.	  
To	  such	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  who	  think	  that	  they	  can	  take	  us	  for	  a	  ride,	  I	  want	  
to	  say	  that	  you	  are	  wrong.	  I	  want	  to	  therefore	  state	  clearly	  here	  that	  all	  the	  
Knights	  and	  Ladies	  who	  did	  not	  attend	  the	  retreat,	  and	  who	  did	  	  not	  write	  
letter	   of	   excuse	   to	   that	   effect	   are	   hereby	   de-‐listed	   from	  Amichi	   Diocesan	  
Council	  of	  Knights	  until	  they	  attend	  the	  Retreat.	  	  No	  text	  message	  is	  taken	  
as	  an	  excuse	  letter.	  

In	  another	  development,	  all	   those	  who	  wrote	   letters	  of	  excuse,	  and	  those	  
whose	  ladies	  attended	  only	  have	  between	  this	  month	  and	  February	  2013	  to	  
agree	  on	  a	  date	   for	   their	  own	  retreat	  with	   the	  Chaplain,	  and	  President	  of	  
the	  Council,	  and	  then	  communicate	  to	  me	  for	  approval.	  It	  was	  the	  man	  that	  
was	  investitured	  into	  Knighthood	  and	  not	  his	  wife,	  so	  sending	  your	  wife	  and	  
staying	  back	  can	  never	  be	  acceptable	  to	  us.	  

Having	   said	   this,	   I	  want	   to	   specially	   thank	   all	   the	   Knights	   and	   Ladies	  who	  
voluntarily	  made	  sacrificial	  donations	  for	  the	  renovation	  and	  reconstruction	  
of	  our	  Diocesan	  Hospital.	  We	  did	  not	  include	  donation	  or	  fundraising	  in	  the	  
Programme	  of	   the	   retreat	  but	   these	  gallant	   soldiers	  of	   the	  Cross	  on	   their	  
own	   raised	   a	   total	   sum	   of	   Nine	   Million,	   four	   hundred	   thousand	   Naira	  
[N9.4m]	   only	   on	   the	   spot.	  May	   I	   report	   here	   that	   almost	   all	   the	   pledges	  
have	   been	   redeemed	   and	   the	   fund	   has	   been	   plunged	   into	   the	   hospital	  
project	  for	  which	  it	  was	  generated.	  A	  visit	  to	  the	  hospital	  will	  surely	  attest	  
to	   this	   fact.	   I	   therefore	   appeal	   to	   those	   who	   have	   not	   redeemed	   their	  
pledges	  to	  please	  do	  so	  for	  us	  to	  continue	  the	  work	  already	  started.	  

xi.	   2012	  DIOCESAN	  HARVEST:	  

English	   scholars	   tell	   us	   that	   the	   only	   thing	   that	   is	   permanent	   in	   life	   is	  
change.	   	   Owing	   to	   this	   obvious	   fact,	   we	   decided	   to	   change	   style	   in	   our	  
Diocesan	  Harvest	  this	  year.	  	  Previously,	  it	  was	  held	  at	  Church	  levels	  on	  the	  
same	  day	  throughout	  the	  Diocese.	   	  But	   this	  year	   it	  was	  held	   jointly	  at	   the	  
Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  of	  Sunday	  11th	  March,	  2012.	  	  It	  was	  
a	  very	  glorious	  and	  joyful	  celebration	  as	  our	  members	  from	  all	  the	  Parishes	  
enthusiastically	   gathered	   in	   our	   Anglican	   traditional	   manner	   to	   do	   the	  
harvest	   and	   bazaar.	   At	   this	   point,	   let	  me	   appreciate	   the	   Chairman	   of	   the	  
Diocesan	   Harvest	   Planning	   Committee,	   Sir	   Chidi	   Onumajuru	   and	   his	  
committee	  members	  for	  a	  work	  well	  done.	  The	  Clergy	  of	  this	  Diocese,	  their	  



126	  
	  

Wives,	  and	  other	  Church	  workers	  really	  gave	  us	  cause	  to	  be	  joyful	  that	  day	  
for	   the	   fruitful	   and	   participatory	   mobilization	   of	   our	   members.	   The	  
President	   of	   the	  Mothers’	   Union,	  Women’s	   Guild,	   and	  Girls’	   Guild,	   Dame	  
Nkem	   Ikeakor	   and	   the	   entire	   Women	   Organizations	   deserve	   our	   special	  
commendation.	  In	  line	  with	  our	  harvest	  policy	  in	  the	  Diocese,	  it	  was	  purely	  
on	  cash	  and	  carry	  basis.	  Nobody	  bought	  anything	  on	  credit.	  By	  the	  special	  
grace	   of	   God,	   over	   eleven	   million	   naira	   was	   raised	   through	   our	   2012	  
Diocesan	   Harvest	   and	   Bazaar	   as	   against	   two	   million	   plus	   raised	   previous	  
years.	  	  	  

It	  was	  not	  a	  cash	  harvest	  as	  “new	  and	  strange	  adaptations”	  we	  have	  started	  
promoting	   in	  our	  Churches	  today,	   rather	   it	  was	  “Cash	  and	  Carry	  Harvest”.	  
Let	  me	  re-‐emphasize	  it	  here	  that	  for	  optimal	  performance	  and	  productivity,	  
the	  Joint	  Diocesan	  Harvest	  will	  not	  be	  an	  annual	  event.	  We	  will	  be	  having	  it	  
at	  Church	  levels	  as	  we	  have	  been	  doing	  every	  year.	  The	  next	  Joint	  Diocesan	  
Harvest	  will	  be	  held	  in	  2015.	  

xii.	   COMMISSIONING	  OF	  THE	  DIOCESAN	  CYBER	  CAFÉ:	  

You	   may	   recall	   that	   in	   March,	   2011	   we	   dedicated	   our	   Diocesan	   Media	  
Centre,	  and	  in	  May	  the	  same	  year,	  the	  Centre	  published	  the	  first	  edition	  of	  
our	   Diocesan	   Newspaper	   called	   “SURE	   ANCHOR	   NEWS”.	   This	   has	   been	  
registered	   with	   the	   Corporate	   Affairs	   Commission	   as	   a	   Limited	   Liability	  
Company.	   	   An	   ISSN	   has	   also	   been	   issued	   to	   her.	   The	   Diocese	   added	   yet	  
another	   feather	   to	   her	   cap	   this	   year	   by	   installing	   and	   commissioning	   a	  
functional	  CYBER	  CAFÉ	  at	  the	  Diocesan	  Media	  Centre.	  	  The	  Cyber	  Café	  apart	  
from	   offering	   online	   services	   to	   the	   general	   public	   offers	   internet	  
connectivity	   to	   the	   Diocesan	   Central	   Office,	   the	   Bishopscourt,	   and	   Holy	  
Child	  Convent.	  It	  was	  commissioned	  and	  dedicated	  on	  March	  1,	  2012	  by	  us.	  
You	  can	  now	  do	  your	  browsing,	  Register	  for	  JAMB,	  WASCE,	  and	  also	  check	  
results	   from	   the	   Centre.	   	   We	   commend	   Revd.	   Canon	   Chukwuebuka	  
Chukwuemeka	  for	  all	  his	  efforts	  and	  his	  team	  of	  staff.	  We	  now	  pay	  salaries	  
of	  Diocesan	   Secretariat	   staff	   from	  our	   office	   on	   line	  without	   going	   to	   the	  
Bank.	  

xiii.	   VALENTINE	  BANQUET:	  

The	   2012	   edition	   of	   this	   special	   programme	   designed	   to	   celebrate	   real	  
Biblical	  love	  among	  couples	  and	  singles	  was	  held	  gloriously	  on	  Sunday	  12th	  
February,	  2012.	  	  We	  usually	  hold	  this	  function	  on	  any	  Sunday	  very	  close	  to	  
14th	   February.	   Over	   one	   thousand	   people	   participated	   in	   the	   event	   this	  
year.	   	   It	   was	   a	   very	   lively	   spirit-‐filled	   and	   godly	   fun-‐filled	   occasion.	   The	  
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popular	   Gospel	   Artistes,	   Evang.	   Chuks	   Chidubem	   [This	   Kind	   God]	   from	  
Lagos;	  and	  Evang.	  &	  Mrs.	  Nnamdi	  Okafor	  [Chinad	  Group]	  from	  Enugu	  were	  
quite	  on	  hand	   to	  move	   the	   crowd	   to	   sing	  and	  dance	   to	   the	   glory	  of	  God.	  
The	   Kingdom	   Life	   Drama	   Group	   from	   Onitsha	   also	   featured	   prominently.	  
The	  high	  point	  of	  the	  occasion	  was	  the	  healing	  of	  many	  marriages	  that	  were	  
either	  struggling	  to	  exist	  or	  were	  at	  the	  verge	  of	  collapse;	  the	  conversion	  of	  
many	  souls	  especially	  the	  youths	  through	  the	  word	  of	  God;	  and	  the	  rescue	  
of	  many	   young	   people	   from	   imminent	  mistakes	  majority	   of	   youths	  make	  
through	  practical	  interactive	  session.	  	  You	  can	  partner	  with	  the	  Diocese	  by	  
providing	  rice,	  bottled	  water,	  drinks,	  cows,	  etc.	  to	  give	  next	  year’s	  edition	  a	  
greater	  impetus.	  

xiv.	   WIDOWS	  CHRISTMAS	  PARTY:	  

The	  Diocese	  organized	  in	  a	  grand	  and	  impactful	  manner	  a	  special	  Christmas	  
Party	  for	  all	  widows	  on	  22nd	  December,	  2011	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  
Andrew,	  Amichi.	  	  These	  wonderful	  women	  were	  given	  a	  treat	  by	  providing	  
for	   them	   spiritually	   and	  physically.	   They	  were	   fed	  with	   the	  Word	  of	  God,	  
given	   physical	   food;	   and	   sent	   home	  with	   the	   one	   piece	   of	  Nigerian	   block	  
[wax],	  and	  half	  bag	  of	  rice	  each.	  I	  am	  very	  glad	  that	  the	  Diocese	  could	  put	  
smiles	   on	   the	   faces	   of	   over	   four	   hundred	  widows	   through	   the	   support	   of	  
the	   Knights	   and	   Ladies;	   Women	   Organization;	   the	   Clergy	   and	   some	  
Parishes.	   That	   party	   cost	   us	   nearly	   three	  million	   naira	   [N3m]	   to	   host.	  We	  
have	  no	  regret	  at	  spending	  such	  amount	  of	  money	  once	   in	  a	  year	   to	   take	  
care	  of	   that	  category	  of	  people.	  One	  of	   the	  notable	   things	   that	  happened	  
on	  that	  day	  in	  addition	  to	  shedding	  tears	  of	  joy,	  and	  dancing	  flamboyantly	  
by	   the	   women,	   was	   that	   as	   the	   news	   of	   what	   was	   happening	   in	   the	  
Cathedral	   filtered	   into	   the	   town,	   other	   widows	   from	   other	   sister	  
denominations	   besieged	   the	   Cathedral	   to	   partake	   in	   the	   largesse.	   	   Thank	  
God	  they	  were	  not	  discriminated	  against	  though	  it	  made	  the	  Bishop	  to	  run	  
away	   earlier	   than	   he	   planned	   when	   the	   number	   kept	   surging	   up	   and	  
materials	  for	  distribution	  depleted.	  

Honestly	  speaking,	  we	  are	  wondering	  what	  will	  happen	  this	  year	  and	  how	  
to	   cope	   with	   the	   number	   that	   will	   come.	   I	   am	   therefore	   appealing	  
passionately	   to	   individuals,	   groups,	   organizations	   within	   and	   outside	   the	  
Diocese	  to	  please	  be	  part	  of	  this	  Practical	  Welfare	  Evangelism.	  We	  need	  not	  
less	  than	  five	  hundred	  bags	  of	  Rice,	  one	  thousand	  Pieces	  of	  Wrapper,	  and	  
many	  cartons	  of	  milk	  and	  tomatoes	  for	  this	  year’s	  edition.	  Remember	  that	  
the	  Holy	  Bible	  says	  that	  whosoever	  gives	  to	  the	  poor	  lends	  to	  God	  [Proverbs	  
19:17;	  and	  28:27].	  
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xv.	   2012	  WAILING	  WOMEN	  PRAYER	  SUMMIT:	  

The	   2012	   edition	   of	   the	   “Wailing	  Women	   Prayer	   Summit”	  was	   held	   from	  
Thursday	   19th	   to	   Sunday	   22nd	   April,	   2012	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	  
Andrew,	  Amichi	  with	  the	  Theme	  “BE	  STILL	  …”	  [Psalm	  46:10].	   It	  was	  purely	  
as	   usual	   a	   prayer	   gathering	   where	   women	   both	   single	   and	   married	  
converged	   to	   intercede	   and	   agonize	   in	   prayer	   on	   behalf	   of	   themselves,	  
families,	  the	  Church	  and	  our	  nation	  Nigeria.	  Women	  came	  in	  great	  numbers	  
from	  different	  parts	  of	  this	  Country,	  and	  from	  different	  denominations	  for	  
four	  days	  to	  stand	  in	  the	  gap.	  The	  attendance	  this	  year	  was	  very	  awesome	  
and	   twenty	   women	   testified	   to	   the	   Glory	   of	   God,	   the	   wondrous	   and	  
miraculous	   things	   God	   did	   for	   them	   during	   the	   2011	   edition	   of	   the	  
programme.	  	  This	  programme	  to	  the	  glory	  of	  God	  has	  impacted	  greatly	  and	  
positively	  on	  the	   lives,	   families,	  circumstances	  of	  the	  participants	  over	  the	  
years.	   I	   must	   not	   fail	   to	   thank	   the	   President	   of	   the	   Mothers	   Union,	  
Women’s	   Guild,	   and	   Girls’	   Guild,	   Dame	   Nkem	   Ikeakor	   who	   raised	   a	   very	  
powerful	  secret	  prayer	   team	  that	  sustained	  the	  programme	   in	  prayers	   for	  
many	   weeks.	   	   We	   also	   thank	   my	   Programme	   Packaging	   Team	   [PPT]	   for	  
working	  round	  the	  clock	  to	  see	  that	  everything	  was	  in	  place	  and	  according	  
to	  plan.	  The	  wives	  of	  the	  Clergy	  of	  this	  Diocese	  did	  wonderfully	  well	  in	  their	  
publicity	   and	  mobilization	   led	   by	  Mrs.	   Esther	  Maduka.	  May	   the	   Almighty	  
and	  Gracious	  God	  in	  whose	  vineyard	  you	  have	  labored	  and	  are	  still	  laboring	  
continue	   to	   shower	   His	   blessings	   upon	   all	   of	   you	   in	   Jesus	   Christ	   Name.	  	  
Amen.	  	  

	  

xvi.	   INAUGURATION	   OF	   ARCHDEACONRIES,	   INSTALLATION	   AND	   INSTITUTION	  
OF	  THEIR	  ARCHDEACONS:	  

Following	  the	  creation	  of	  six	  new	  Archdeaconries	  during	  the	  first	  session	  of	  
our	  first	  Synod	  in	  June	  2009,	  the	  new	  Archdeaconries	  having	  been	  nurtured	  
to	  full	  strength	  were	  officially	  inaugurated	  immediately	  after	  our	  Synod	  last	  
year.	  

S/N	   ARCHDEACONRY	   DATE	   OF	  
INAUGURATION	  

PIONEER	   ARCHDEACON	  
INSTALLED	  

1.	   AMICHI-‐WEST	   26TH	  JUNE,	  2011	   VEN.	  DR.	  JOHNSON	  MADUKA	  
2.	   EKWULUMILI	   3RD	  JULY,	  2011	   VEN.	  GODWIN	  OKAFOR	  
3.	   EBENATOR	   10TH	  JULY,	  2011	   VEN.	   JONATHAN	  

UMEASIEGBU	  
4.	   AMICHI	   17TH	  JULY,	  2011	   VEN.	   ANTHONY	  
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UCHEMEREOLE	  
5.	   AZIGBO	   24TH	  JULY,	  2011	   VEN.	  AUGUSTINE	  OJUKWU	  
6.	   UNUBI	   27TH	   NOVEMBER,	  

2011	  
VEN.	  CHUKWUMA	  AKAM.	  

	  

Ven.	   Nnamdi	   Amutaigwe	   was	   installed	   as	   the	   fourth	   Archdeacon	   for	  
Ezinifite	  Archdeaconry	  on	  15th	  January,	  2012.	  We	  commend	  these	  servants	  
of	   God	   to	   the	   Grace	   of	   the	   Almighty	   God	   as	   they	   serve	   Him	   and	   His	  
redeemed	  people.	  

xvii.	   	  WEDDING	  AND	  GIFT	  OF	  NEW	  BABIES:	  

We	   thank	  God	   for	   the	   Church	  wedding	   of	   some	   of	   our	   Clergymen	   in	   the	  
Diocese.	  	  They	  include:	  

i.   Revd.	  	  Festus	  &	  Nwamaka	  Ewenike	  	  	   	  	  -‐	   4th	  June,	  2011	   	  
ii.   Revd.	  Samuel	  &	  Obioma	  Omuka	   	  -‐	   3rd	  September,	  2011	  
iii.   Revd.	  Paschal	  &	  Adaeze	  Umeoduagu	   	  -‐	  	   5th	  November,	  2011	  
iv.   Revd.	  Chukwunonso	  &	  Mrs	  Chijindu	   	  -‐	   12th	  April,	  2012.	  

As	   we	   congratulate	   these	   new	   couples,	   we	   pray	   that	   their	   marriage	   and	  
families	  shall	  be	  a	  model	   for	  other	  young	  people	  and	  Church	  members	   to	  
emulate	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  	  Amen.	  

The	  Almighty	  God	  in	  His	  infinite	  mercy	  blessed	  some	  of	  our	  Clergymen	  and	  
their	  wives	  with	  the	  gift	  of	  Children.	  	  They	  are:	  

i.   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Festus	  Ewenike	  
ii.   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Godson	  Ugochukwu	  
iii.   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Chukwunonso	  Okwuorah	  
iv.   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Chukwuekezie	  
v.   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Samuel	  Nzowu.	  

Together	  with	  these	  families,	  we	  thank	  God	  from	  whom	  all	  blessings	  flow,	  
and	  congratulate	  them	  warmly.	  

	  

PROJECTS.	  

DIOCESAN	  HOSPITAL:	  

I	  have	  read	  earlier	  on	  in	  this	  address	  that	  the	  Diocese	  has	  finally	  signed	  “The	  Deed	  
of	   Transfer”	   of	   the	   hospital	   with	   Akurueuno	   Social	   Club	   of	   Amichi.	   This	   then	  
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implies	  that	  the	  Hospital	  now	  belongs	  to	  the	  Diocese.	  As	  a	  result	  of	  this	  cheering	  
development,	  full	  renovation,	  restructuring	  and	  development	  of	  the	  hospital	  have	  
started	   in	  earnest.	  The	  roofs	  of	  all	   the	  wards	  are	  undergoing	  full	   re-‐roofing	  with	  
long-‐span	   aluminum	   roofing	   sheets.	   The	   woods,	   wood-‐work,	   and	   Zinc	   are	  
removed	   entirely.	   The	   work	   is	   going	   on	   in	   stages.	   	   A	   visit	   to	   the	   hospital	   by	  
anybody	   will	   definitely	   gladden	   his/her	   heart.	   We	   have	   also	   started	   erecting	  
modern	  doctors’	  residences	  in	  the	  premises	  so	  that	  our	  doctors	  will	  be	  resident	  in	  
the	  hospital	  to	  enhance	  optimum	  performance	  and	  productivity.	  No	  small	  thanks	  
to	  many	  of	  the	  Knights	  and	  ladies	  who	  responded	  beyond	  our	  imagination	  during	  
their	   retreat	   at	   Agbarha-‐otor.	   Two	   Knights	   –	   Sir	   &	   Lady	   Chika	   Ezenwile	   and	   Sir	  
Isaac	  Kinze	  Okonkwo	  sponsored	   full	   renovation	  of	  each	  ward	   individually	  at	   the	  
cost	  of	  one	  million,	  eight	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	   [N1.8m];	  while	  another	  two	  –	  
Sir	  Engr.	   Igweka	  Uche	  and	  Sir	  Engr.	  Ochubili	   jointly	  sponsored	  the	  renovation	  of	  
one	  ward	  at	  the	  same	  cost.	  Others	  donated	  handsomely	  towards	  the	  Project.	  May	  
the	  good	  and	  gracious	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  continue	  to	  make	  His	  face	  to	  shine	  upon	  
you	  and	  all	  yours	  now	  and	  always.	  

The	   Project	   is	   not	   reserved	   exclusively	   for	   the	   Knights	   and	   Ladies	   only.	   It	   is	   for	  
every	  member	  of	   this	  Diocese.	   This	   is	  why	   I	   am	  passionately	   imploring	   all	   of	   us	  
here	  to	  allow	  God	  to	  use	  you	  and	  your	  resources	  in	  this	  Synod	  to	  partner	  with	  us	  
in	  establishing	  a	  modern	  state	  of	  the	  art	  hospital	  to	  cater	  for	  the	  health	  needs	  of	  
the	   people	   from	   near	   and	   far.	   The	   Hospital	   needs	  modern	  medical	   equipment,	  
hospital	   and	   laboratory	   gadgets.	   	   There	   are	   so	   many	   things	   to	   build	   including	  
Nursing	  school.	  So	  when	  you	  hear	   that	  we	  are	   launching	  Diocesan	  development	  
projects,	   this	   is	   one	   of	   them	   and	   you	   are	   aware	   that	   to	   have	   a	   modern,	   well-‐
equipped,	  and	  functional	  hospital	  is	  a	  very	  capital	  intensive	  Project	  which	  requires	  
hundreds	   of	  millions	   of	   naira	   to	   execute.	   I	   am	   convinced	   that	   there	   are	   people	  
here	   and	   in	   this	   Diocese	   who	   can	   make	   these	   things	   happen	   without	   much	  
struggle.	  	  Let	  us	  join	  hands	  as	  a	  people	  to	  save	  lives	  and	  give	  hope	  to	  our	  people	  
through	  seasoned	  medicare.	   	  Let	  me	  thank	  specially	  Sir	  Dr.	  Eddy	  Agbsimelo,	  and	  
Dr.	  Okwudili	  Obiadazie	  for	  the	  good	  works	  they	  are	  doing	  there.	  	  	  

	  

HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT	  HOSTEL	  PROJECT:	  

Work	   is	   steadily	   going	   on	   in	   the	   hostel	   building	   which	   when	   completed,	   will	  
conveniently	   house	   and	   accommodate	   more	   than	   one	   thousand	   students.	   The	  
ceiling	  work	  has	  been	   completed.	   The	  plastering	   is	   nearing	   full	   completion.	   The	  
iron	  doors	  have	  been	   installed.	   In	   fact,	  God	   is	  making	  a	  name	   for	  Himself	   there	  
through	  the	  instrumentality	  of	  the	  Principal,	  M/s	  Ijeoma	  Ndoeche,	  and	  the	  Board	  
of	  Governors	  of	  the	  School.	  I	  believe	  the	  Principal	  will	  give	  us	  full	  detail	  when	  she	  
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presents	  her	  report	  to	  the	  Synod.	  	  But	  suffice	  it	  to	  say	  here	  that	  we	  have	  resolved	  
God	   being	   our	   helper	   that	   the	   hostel	   building	   which	   has	   gulped	   almost	   one	  
hundred	   million	   naira	   will	   be	   completed	   by	   September	   this	   year.	   The	   Diocese	  
through	  myself	  has	  promised	  to	  provide	  a	  50KVA	  Sound	  Proof	  generator,	  and	  also	  
paint	  the	  School	  if	  other	  works	  are	  completed	  before	  then.	  	  	  

	  

	  

LAND	  ACQUISITION:	  

a.	   IFITE-‐AWKA	  LAND:	  By	  the	  special	  Grace	  of	  God,	  the	  Diocese	  bought	  six	  plots	  
of	   land	   at	   Ifite	   Awka	   for	   erecting	   students	   Hostel	   in	   future.	   The	   total	  
expenditure	   in	  acquiring	   the	   said	   land	  was	   little	   lower	   that	  eleven	  million	  
naira	   [N11.m].	  All	   the	  documentations	   and	  updating	  of	   the	  papers	   legally	  
have	   been	   done.	   Let’s	   thank	   officially	   the	   Secretary	   of	   the	   Diocesan	  
Investment	   Committee,	   Sir	   Emma	   Okafor,	   and	   our	   Diocesan	   Legal	  
Secretary,	  Barr	   I.E.C.	  Alajuruonye	   for	   their	   determination	  and	   sacrifices	   in	  
making	  this	  a	  reality.	  	  This	  land	  was	  acquired	  in	  December	  last	  year.	  A	  dwarf	  
wall	  has	  been	  erected	  on	  the	  land.	  

b.	   AFUBE-‐AMICHI	  LAND:	  

	   God	   has	   miraculously	   made	   a	   way	   for	   us	   at	   Afube-‐Amichi	   by	   making	   it	  
possible	   for	   the	   Diocese	   to	   buy	   sixteen	   plots	   of	   table	   land	   just	   opposite	  
Christ	  Church,	  Amichi.	  	  The	  land	  was	  bought	  at	  twenty	  million	  naira	  [N20m],	  
but	  the	  full	  cost	  including	  survey,	  and	  other	  traditional	  rites	  is	  about	  twenty	  
million,	  three	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	  only.	  The	  land	  has	  been	  fenced	  right	  
round	  at	  the	  cost	  of	  three	  million,	  five	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	  [N3.5m].	  	  All	  
the	  legal	  documents	  have	  been	  signed.	  

c.	   UTUH	  LAND:	  

	   Recently,	   it	  was	  discovered	  that	  a	  very	   large	  expanse	  of	   land	  given	  to	  our	  
Church	   by	   Utuh	   town	   has	   been	   lying	   fallow	   and	   unoccupied,	   and	   people	  
have	  started	  to	  encroach	  on	  the	  land	  gradually.	  There	  was	  even	  a	  threat	  of	  
reclaiming	   the	   land	  since	   the	  Anglican	  Church	   they	  gave	   the	   land	  was	  not	  
interested	  in	  taking	  full	  possession	  of	  the	  land,	  and	  developing	  it.	  When	  we	  
called	   for	   the	   documents	   of	   the	   land	   through	   the	   Priest	   at	   Holy	   Trinity	  
Church,	  Utuh	  and	  discovered	  that	  it	  was	  true,	  The	  Diocese	  decided	  to	  take	  
actual	  and	  full	  possession	  of	  the	  said	  land	  by	  fencing	  it	  right	  round.	  The	  cost	  
of	  fencing	  the	  land	  including	  installing	  two	  gates	  there	  is	  put	  at	  four	  million	  
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naira	   [N4m].	   	   We	   thank	   God	   for	   Revd.	   Samuel	   Nzowu,	   and	   Sir	   Chidi	  
Onumajuru	  who	  are	  the	  Parish	  Priest	  and	  Chairman	  of	  works	  Committee	  of	  
Holy	   Trinity	   Church,	   Utuh	   respectively.	   We	   also	   thank	   all	   our	   members	  
there	   for	   their	   full	   co-‐operation.	   This	   land	   is	   between	  eighteen	   to	   twenty	  
plots	  of	  land.	  

d.	   UNUBI	  LAND:	  	  	  

	   The	  people	  of	  Unubi	  town	  as	  we	  read	  in	  our	  previous	  Presidential	  Address	  
gave	  a	  very	  large	  expanse	  of	  land	  for	  one	  of	  the	  Projects	  we	  want	  to	  site	  in	  
that	  place	  in	  the	  near	  future.	  We	  have	  directed	  that	  a	  letter	  of	  acceptance	  
and	  appreciation	  be	  written	  to	  them.	  We	  implore	  other	  towns	  to	  emulate	  
this	  good	  gesture	  and	  donate	  lands	  to	  us	  because	  the	  Diocese	  has	  so	  many	  
projects	  at	  heart.	  

e.	   EKWULUMILI	  LAND:	  

	   This	  land	  is	  where	  the	  Diocese	  will	  build	  a	  standard	  retreat	  and	  conference	  
centre.	   	   No	   work	   has	   been	   done	   on	   this	   land	   this	   year	   because	   of	   the	  
leanness	   of	   fund,	   and	   the	   urgency	   that	   the	   other	   projects	   we	   have	  
mentioned	  needed.	  I	  want	  to	  appeal	  to	  our	  members	  in	  Ekwulumili	  not	  to	  
fold	  their	  hands	  waiting	  for	  the	  Diocese	  to	  take	  full	   financial	  responsibility	  
in	  developing	  the	  site.	  I	  appeal	  to	  them	  to	  borrow	  a	  leaf	  from	  Amichi;	  and	  
Osumenyi	  People.	  Amichi	  Anglicans	  gave	   land	  for	   the	  Convent,	  and	  at	   the	  
same	   time	  undertook	   the	  building	  of	   the	  Convent	  until	  when	   the	  Diocese	  
stepped	   in.	   Likewise	  Osumenyi	   Anglicans	   gave	   land	   for	   the	   Seminary	   and	  
built	  the	  grand	  floor	  and	  decked	  it,	  and	  also	  built	  all	  the	  structures	  in	  the	  re-‐
located	   Omaigwe	   Central	   School,	   and	   Christ	   the	   King	   Nursery/Primary	  
School.	   Ekwulumili	   Anglicans	   don’t	  wait	   entirely	   for	   the	  Diocese.	   You	   can	  
take	  the	  completion	  of	  the	  Fencing	  work,	  while	  we	  mobilize	  fund	  for	  the	  full	  
Project.	  

	   In	   order	   to	   systematically	   locate	   funds,	   and	   aptly	   apply	   its	   utilization	   in	  
carrying	  on	  with	  our	  numerous	  projects	  confronting	  us	  as	  a	  Young	  Diocese,	  
we	   on	   4th	   December,	   2011	   at	   St.	   Stephen’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Osumenyi	  
during	  our	  Advent	  Ordination	  Service	  did	  inaugurate:	  

-‐	  	   Diocesan	  Endowment	  Committee,	  with	  Sir	  Emma	  Okoli	  as	  Chairman.	  

-‐	   Diocesan	  Investment	  Committee,	  with	  Revd.	  Prof.	  Anayo	  Nkamnebe	  
as	  	  	  	  Chairman,	  and	  
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-‐	   Board	   of	   Governors	   of	   Master’s	   Vessel	   Seminary,	   with	   Sir	   Dr.	   U.C.	  
Nzewi	  as	  Chairman.	  

	  

RETIREMENT:	  

It	   is	   always	   a	   joyful	   and	   thankful	   thing	   for	   somebody	   to	   be	   alive	   to	   see	   his/her	  
retirement	   from	   active	   service.	   	  We	   received	   a	   letter	   from	   the	   Superannuation	  
office	   notifying	   us	   that	   one	   of	   us;	   Revd.	   Canon	   Enoch	   .S.	   Umeoranefo	   will	  
meritoriously	   retire	   from	   active	   service	   on	   31st	   December,	   2012.	   We	   pray	   for	  
God’s	  continued	  favour	  and	  grace	  in	  his	  post	  retirement	  life.	  

ANGLICAN	  CLERGY	  VESTMENTS	  –	  OUR	  STAND:	  

The	  Anglican	  Church	  is	  a	  Church	  anchored	  on	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  for	  her	  doctrines	  and	  
liturgy.	   She	   is	   also	   a	   Church	   which	   operates	   with	   history	   and	   ancient	   Church	  
tradition.	   The	   Anglican	   Priest	   right	   from	   origin	   has	   standard	   clerical	   outfits	   and	  
vestment.	  But	  alarmingly,	   the	   level	  of	   recklessness	  and	  unconventionality	   in	   the	  
dress	   code	   of	   Anglican	   Clergymen	   is	   becoming	  worrisome.	   You	   can	   now	   hardly	  
distinguish	   between	   an	   Anglican	   Priest	   and	   a	   Roman	   Catholic	   Reverend	   Father.	  
Neither	  can	  you	  tell	  the	  difference	  between	  an	  Anglican	  Clergyman	  and	  the	  self-‐
made	   and	   self-‐styled	   new	  generation	   Pastors.	   All	   these	   aberrations	   are	   done	   in	  
the	   name	   of	  modernism,	   and	   trying	   to	   belong.	   The	   question	   then	   is	   belong	   to	  
where?	  Based	  on	  the	  foregoing,	   I	  want	  to	  state	  categorically	  that	  no	  Priest	  from	  
any	   Diocese	  will	   be	   allowed	   to	   either	   join	   in	   any	   procession	   or	   officiate	   in	   this	  
Diocese	  if	  he	  wears	  cassock	  without	  collar.	  Why	  on	  earth	  should	  a	  Priest	  who	  was	  
ordained	   with	   collar	   drop	   the	   same	   after	   his	   ordination	   in	   the	   name	   of	   being	  
fashionable	   and	   free	   in	   appearance?	   	   Secondly,	   we	   have	   abolished	   the	   use	   of	  
cotta-‐surplice	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  If	  a	  Clergyman	  wears	  his	  Cassock	  on	  top	  of	  trousers,	  
the	  trousers	  must	  be	  tucked	  inside	  the	  stockings.	  The	  approved	  Clerical	  shirts	  are	  
black	   and	   ash-‐colours	   only.	   Cassocks	  with	   alb	   are	   not	   also	   allowed.	  Wearing	   of	  
Cassock	  without	  stockings	  and	  with	  any	  other	  colour	  of	  shoe	  rather	  than	  black	  is	  
also	  unacceptable	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  We	  also	  don’t	  accept	  using	  Nigerian	  wax	  to	  sew	  
collared	   shirt	   and	   inserting	   collar	   in	   it.	   Any	   Priestly	   service	   involving	   the	   use	   of	  
preaching	   scarf	   will	   be	   accompanied	   with	   hood.	   No	   Clergyman	   is	   allowed	   to	  
conduct	  burial/funeral	  service	  with	  chasuble	  or	  preaching	  scarf.	  The	  new	  trend	  of	  
administering	  Holy	  Communion	  during	  burial	  or	  funeral	  is	  not	  also	  approved.	  

In	   another	   development,	   anybody	   ordained	   in	   any	   Diocese	   without	   our	  
knowledge	  and	  consent	  will	  not	  be	  allowed	  to	  officiate	   in	  the	  Diocese.	  Also,	   the	  
strange	  development	  where	  somebody	  is	  not	  sponsored	  to	  Theological	  College	  or	  
Seminary	  by	  any	  Diocese,	  rather	  he	  moves	  around	  scouting	  for	  which	  Bishop	  that	  
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will	  ordain	  him	  is	  completely	  unanglican	  and	  so	  such	  person	  will	  not	  officiate	  here	  
in	  this	  Diocese.	  Our	  tradition	  and	  heritage	  is	  that	  a	  person	  is	  selected	  to	  work	  as	  a	  
Church	  Teacher	  in	  a	  Diocese,	  and	  after	  some	  years	  if	  the	  Bishop	  and	  his	  examining	  
Chaplains	   find	   such	   a	   person	   very	   competent	   and	   useful,	   the	   Diocese	  will	   send	  
such	  a	  candidate	  to	  a	  recognized	  Theological	  institution.	  Then	  after	  completing	  his	  
Theological	   training	   is	   ordained	   by	   the	   sending	   Bishop.	   The	   time	   to	   save	   the	  
Anglican	  Church	  from	  loosing	  her	  full	  identity	  and	  ministerial	  tradition	  is	  now.	  

Having	   said	   this,	  may	   I	   appeal	   to	  our	  members	   in	  different	  Dioceses	  who	   invite	  
Clergymen	   from	  such	  places	   to	  please	  make	   this	   stand	  known	   to	  any	  Priest	  you	  
are	   inviting	   to	   your	   function	   so	   as	   to	   avoid	   seeming	   embarrassment.	   Ignorance	  
they	  told	  us	  is	  not	  an	  excuse	  for	  committing	  an	  offence.	  	  	  

We	   welcome	   gladly	   Clergy	   from	   other	   Dioceses	   so	   far	   as	   this	   our	   stand	   is	  
respected.	  May	  I	  also	  appeal	  to	  our	  Fathers	   in	  God,	  the	  Bishops	  to	   look	   into	  the	  
attire	   and	   vestments	   of	   our	   Priests	   so	   as	   to	   save	   the	   Anglican	   Church	   from	  
embarrassment.	  	  	  

CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSIONS	  STATISTICS:	  

Below	   is	   the	   statistics	   for	   Confirmation	   and	   Admissions	   into	   Mothers’	   Union,	  
Women’s	  Guild	  and	  Girls’	  Guild	  within	  the	  Synod	  year	  under	  review.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  APPROVAL	  OF	  OUR	  DIOCESAN	  CONSTITUTION:	  

We	  give	  all	  the	  glory	  to	  God	  for	  the	  great	  thing	  He	  has	  done	  for	  us.	  In	  September,	  
2011	   during	   the	   General	   Synod	   of	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion]	   at	  
Archbishop	  Vining	  Memorial	  Cathedral,	   Ikeja	  Lagos,	  the	  draft	  Constitution	  of	  the	  
Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  was	  approved	  in	  principle	  by	  the	  Committee	  of	  Reference.	  Due	  
to	   the	  wonderful	   and	  detailed	   corrections	   done	  by	   our	   Chancellor,	  Hon.	   Justice	  
G.C.	  Anulude,	   and	   the	   Legal	   Secretary,	  Barr.	   I.E.C.	  Alajuruonye	  which	   impressed	  
the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   Committee	   of	   Reference,	   the	   full	   and	   total	   approval	  was	  
given	  at	  the	  Standing	  Committee	  Meeting	  held	  14th	  –	  18th	  February,	  2012.	  We	  also	  
thank	   the	   Registrar	   of	   Church	   of	  Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion],	   Barr.	   Abraham	  
Yisa.	  We	  now	  have	  our	  own	  constitution.	  This	  then	  means	  that	  we	  will	  no	  longer	  
be	  using	  the	  Constitution	  of	  Nnewi	  Mutatis	  Mutandis	  as	  the	  case	  has	  been.	  
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CREATION	  OF	  PARISHES:	  

For	  the	  purposes	  of	  people-‐oriented	  and	  grassroot	  Evangelism	  in	  the	  Diocese,	  we	  
have	  decided	  to	  upgrade	  the	  following	  Churches	  to	  Parish	  Status:	  

i.	   Church	  of	  Divine	  Compassion,	  Amichi	  

ii.	   St.	  Andrew’s	  Church,	  Unubi,	  and	  

iii.	   Christ	   Church,	   Odikpi;	   	   All	   Saints’	   Church,	   Obiofia	   is	   now	   under	   Odikpi	  
Parish.	  

	  

	  

DIOCESAN	  NEW	  CAR:	  

Last	  year,	  we	  did	  report	  to	  the	  Synod	  that	  the	  MURANO	  Car	  the	  Bishop	  was	  using	  
was	   being	   over-‐stressed.	   That	   led	   to	   the	   Synod	   unanimously	   approving	   that	   a	  
brand	   new	   car	   be	   bought	   for	   Bishop’s	   use.	  May	   I	   here	   and	   now	   report	   that	   a	  
brand	  new	  2011	  PRADO	  LANDCRUISER	  JEEP	  has	  been	  bought	  since	   last	  year.	  To	  
God	  be	  all	  the	  Glory	  who	  made	  the	  fund	  available.	  	  This	  has	  actually	  enhanced	  the	  
Bishop’s	  work	  in	  no	  small	  measure.	  

BAN	  OF	  BUYING/DRIVING	  JEEP	  BY	  PRIESTS:	  

We	   have	   watched	   with	   utmost	   dismay	   and	   disenchantment,	   the	   reckless	   and	  
senseless	  level	  of	  materialism	  and	  worldliness	  prevalent	  among	  the	  Clergy	  in	  our	  
Churches,	   and	   have	   decided	   under	   God	   to	   bring	   some	   sanity	   in	   the	   ordained	  
ministry.	  All	  Clergymen	  in	  this	  Diocese	  are	  banned	  from	  buying,	  or	  owning	  a	  jeep	  
of	  any	  class	  unless	   such	  a	  Clergyman	  has	  built	  a	  personal	  house	   in	  his	  village.	  A	  
situation	  where	  a	  Clergyman	  is	  cruising	  on	  a	  very	  exotic	  and	  expensive	  car	  without	  
having	   a	   comfortable	   roof	   over	   his	   head	   at	   home	   will	   no	   longer	   be	   tolerated.	  
Enough	  of	   this	  madness	  among	   the	  Priests.	   I	   know	  that	   for	  now,	  we	  don’t	  have	  
non-‐stipendiary	  Priests	  here,	  so	  you	  cannot	  tell	  me	  that	  you	  can	  afford	  it.	  Even	  if	  
it	   is	   a	   gift,	   it	   is	   not	   allowed.	  Purchase	  of	   any	   car	   that	   costs	  more	   than	  a	  million	  
naira	  is	  not	  also	  allowed	  until	  you	  have	  a	  house.	  

	  

THE	  STATE	  OF	  THE	  NATION	  –	  NIGERIA:	  

ANAMBRA	  STATE:	  

DEMISE	  OF	  DIM	  CHUKWUEMEKA	  ODIMEGWU	  OJUKWU:	  
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We	  want	  to	  use	  this	  medium	  to	  commiserate	  with	  the	  whole	  of	  the	  Igbo	  race	  for	  
the	   demise	   of	   Eze	   Igbo	   gburugburu,	   Dim	   Chukwuemeka	   Odimegwu	   Ojukwu	  
whose	  remains	  were	  laid	  to	  rest	  in	  his	  home	  town	  Nnewi,	  Anambra	  State.	  Special	  
thanks	  go	  to	  the	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi	  for	  ensuring	  that	  the	  
former	   Igbo	   leader	  was	  given	  a	  befitting	  burial.	  Let	  us	  also	  remind	  our	  governor	  
and	  other	  South-‐eastern	  governors	  that	  it	  is	  not	  just	  enough	  burying	  Ojukwu	  with	  
flamboyant	   funeral	   rites.	  They	   should	  go	  beyond	   that	  by	  making	   sure	   that	  he	   is	  
meaningfully	   immortalized.	   The	   Federal	   government	   ought	   to	   think	   out	   some	  
cardinal	   institutions	   like	  University,	   stadium,	  Airport,	  Major	  streets	   in	  Abuja	  and	  
Lagos	  to	  be	  named	  after	  this	  great	  hero	  of	  our	  dear	  country,	  Nigeria.	  

RETURN	  OF	  SCHOOLS	  TO	  MISSION:	  

According	   to	   the	  Scripture,	  God	  makes	  all	   things	  beautiful	   in	  His	  own	   time.	  The	  
Anambra	   State	   Government	   under	   the	   able	   leadership	   of	   Governor	   Peter	   Obi	  
practically	  returned	  schools	  formerly	  owned	  by	  Churches	  to	  their	  original	  owners.	  
I	  must	  sincerely	  commend	  our	  Governor	  for	  such	  a	  bold	  step	  he	  took.	  There	  is	  no	  
gainsaying	   the	   fact	   that	   government	   cannot	   manage	   schools	   if	   we	   all	   want	   a	  
useful	  rescue	  and	  restoration	  to	  take	  place	  in	  the	  education	  sector.	  This	  country	  
of	   ours	   can	   only	   come	   back	   to	   the	   path	   of	   progress	   and	   positive	   advancement	  
whenever	   we	   start	   to	   tell	   ourselves	   the	   transparent	   truth	   about	   the	   state	   of	  
things.	  Teachers	  in	  public	  schools	  are	  not	  only	  unwilling	  but	  also	  not	  ready	  to	  be	  
committed	   to	   teaching	   ethics	   and	   standards.	   This	   accounts	   for	   the	   reason	   they	  
vehemently	  opposed	  the	  return	  of	  schools	   to	  their	  original	  owner	  –	   the	  Church.	  
They	  know	  that	  if	  the	  mission	  takes	  over	  the	  management	  of	  schools,	  it	  is	  either	  
they	  sit	  up	  and	  teach,	  or	  be	  ready	  to	  be	  shown	  the	  way	  out.	  	  Looking	  at	  the	  state	  
of	   things	   in	   these	   returned	   schools,	   academically,	  morally,	   infrastructurally,	   one	  
needs	  a	  lion’s	  courage	  to	  delve	  into	  this	  ocean	  of	  disillusion.	  But	  we	  still	  know	  that	  
with	   God	   all	   things	   are	   possible.	   Out	   of	   the	   whole	   schools	   handed	   over,	   our	  
Diocese	  got	  ten	  primary	  schools	  back.	  We	  appreciate	  the	  Governor	  for	  releasing	  
the	  first	  tranche	  of	  grants	  for	  gradual	  renovation	  of	  these	  schools.	  	  	  

On	  the	  other	  hand,	  looking	  into	  the	  list	  of	  schools	  handed	  over	  it	  was	  discovered	  
to	   our	   utmost	   shock	   that	   the	   Roman	   Catholic	   Mission	   claimed	   almost	   all	   the	  
schools	  built	  by	  various	  communities	  in	  Anambra	  state	  as	  the	  schools	  they	  owned	  
originally.	   They	   even	  went	   ahead	   to	   claim	   the	   L	  A	   schools	   built	   by	  Government	  
Agencies.	  	  Why	  on	  earth	  should	  a	  Christian	  denomination	  which	  is	  supposed	  to	  be	  
a	  beacon	   for	   truth	   and	  honesty	   resort	   to	   lying	   and	  deceit.	   Thank	  God	   the	  state	  
Governor	  has	  promised	  to	  correct	  the	  grievous	  anomaly.	  	  	  
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LOCAL	  GOVERNMENT	  ELECTION	  IN	  ANAMBRA	  STATE:	  

In	   as	   much	   as	   we	   continue	   to	   commend	   the	   Governor	   of	   Anambra	   State,	   His	  
Excellency,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi	   for	   the	  good	  works	  he	   is	  doing	   in	   the	  state,	  yet	   it	   still	  
beats	   one’s	   imagination	   why	   the	   government	   of	   Anambra	   state	   has	   bluntly	  
refused	  to	  conduct	  Local	  Government	  Council	  elections.	  	  Democratic	  governance	  
is	  all	  about	  the	  masses	  and	  their	  welfare.	  There	  is	  no	  way	  the	  state	  government	  
can	  claim	  to	  be	  reaching	  the	  grassroot	  for	  development	  if	  we	  do	  not	  have	  elected	  
local	  government	  officials	  running	  the	  affairs	  of	  the	  council.	  May	  I	  once	  again	  as	  I	  
did	  in	  my	  address	  last	  year	  appeal	  to	  our	  Governor	  to	  please	  listen	  to	  the	  voice	  of	  
Anambranians	  and	  conduct	  the	  local	  government	  election.	  I	  know	  you	  as	  a	  man	  of	  
integrity,	   and	   this	   is	   one	   of	   things	   that	   if	   you	   do	   it	   will	   give	  more	   honour,	   and	  
integrity.	  I	  am	  not	  interested	  in	  any	  particular	  candidate,	  but	  let	  the	  right	  thing	  be	  
done.	  

ICHIDA	  –	  AZIGBO	  –	  AMICHI	  –	  AKWAIHEDI	  ROAD:	  

It	  was	  with	  an	  indescribable	  enthusiasm	  that	  we	  jubilated	  when	  the	  contract	  for	  
the	  construction	  of	  the	  above-‐mentioned	  road	  was	  awarded.	  All	  the	  people	  from	  
those	  towns	  through	  which	  the	  road	  will	  go	  heaved	  a	  sigh	  of	  relief	   that	  succour	  
has	  eventually	  come	  their	  way.	  Regrettably,	  this	  joy	  was	  short-‐lived	  when	  people	  
have	   watched	   helplessly	   for	   almost	   two	   years	   without	   seeing	   any	   meaningful	  
work	  done	  on	  the	  road.	  The	  initial	  excuse	  we	  got	  last	  year	  when	  we	  complained	  
was	   that	   the	   rains	   had	   set	   in.	  We	  were	   however	   assured	   that	   immediately	   the	  
rains	  were	   over,	   work	  will	   commence	  with	   top	   speed.	   	   But	   till	   now,	   this	   once-‐
joyful	   development	   has	   become	   a	   source	   of	   sorrow	   and	   depression	   to	   the	  
villagers.	  My	  greatest	  area	  of	  worry	  is	  the	  Akwaihedi	  axis	  of	  the	  road.	  	  If	  nothing	  
drastic	  and	  urgent	  is	  done,	  I	  am	  seriously	  afraid	  of	  the	  devastation	  we	  will	  have	  in	  
that	   area.	   The	   land	   surface	   that	   was	   somehow	   resisting	   the	   flood	   has	   been	  
scrapped	  by	  the	  Construction	  Company	  making	  the	  whole	  area	  very	  vulnerable	  to	  
erosion	  and	  flood	  disaster.	  I	  am	  sending	  through	  this	  Presidential	  Address	  a	  “Save	  
Our	   Soul”	  message	   to	   our	   Governor	   to	   speedily	   look	   into	   this	   matter	   before	   a	  
major	  disaster	  and	  emergency	  situation	  arises.	  

MPIAWAZU	  GROUP	  IN	  THE	  STATE:	  

When	   His	   Excellency,	   Mr.	   Peter	   Obi,	   the	   Governor	   of	   Anambra	   State	   came	   on	  
board	   newly,	   one	   of	   the	   very	   first	  menace	   and	   abnormality	   you	   fought	   against	  
was	  the	  menace	  of	  touts	  at	  motor	  parks	  in	  Onitsha.	  Residents	  of	  the	  city	  heaved	  a	  
sigh	   of	   relief	   when	   the	   Governor	   eventually	   dislodged	   them	   and	   brought	  
reasonable	  sanity	  in	  Onitsha.	  To	  peoples	  greatest	  surprise	  and	  dismay,	  after	  about	  
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six	  years	  of	  achieving	  this	  feat,	  another	  group	  of	  people	  who	  are	  doing	  almost	  the	  
same	   thing	   those	   touts	   were	   doing	   has	   emerged	   in	   the	   State	   Christened	   “Ndi	  
Mpiawazu”.	  They	  operate	  with	  impunity,	  and	  in	  a	  most	  crude	  and	  violent	  manner	  
with	  no	  regard	  to	  human	  dignity	  and	  sanity	  of	  mind.	  The	  difference	  in	  what	  they	  
do	  now	  is	  that	  they	  seem	  to	  enjoy	  the	  backing	  of	  the	  state	  government.	  The	  only	  
way	  I	  can	  describe	  what	  is	  happening	  in	  Onitsha	  with	  this	  group	  of	  people	  is	  that	  
the	  state	  government	  just	  sold	  her	  dogs,	  and	  bought	  monkeys.	  Can	  she	  really	  say	  
that	  she	  has	  got	  rid	  of	  squatting	  animals	  in	  her	  house?	  Whatever	  their	  work	  is,	  the	  
state	  government	  should	  as	  a	  matter	  of	  urgency	  look	  into	  the	  modus	  operandi	  of	  
this	   group	   with	   the	   sole	   aim	   of	   sanitizing	   what	   they	   are	   doing.	  We	   live	   in	   the	  
twenty	  first	  Century	  when	  things	  should	  be	  done	  decently	  and	   in	  order.	  Beating	  
and	  harassing	  people	  indiscriminately	  without	  recourse	  to	  law	  is	  purely	  barbaric,	  
and	  unacceptable.	  A	  stitch	  in	  time	  they	  say	  saves	  nine.	  

SECURITY	  SITUATION	  IN	  NIGERIA:	  

Let	   us	   start	   by	   first	   of	   all	   thanking	  God	   that	   till	   today,	  we	   still	   have	   this	   federal	  
entity	   called	   Nigeria.	   May	   I	   also	   sincerely	   commend	   our	   dear	   President,	   His	  
Excellency,	  Dr.	  Goodluck	  Ebele	  Jonathan	  for	  being	  focused	  and	  tactical	  in	  handling	  
the	  challenging	  and	  embarrassing	  security	  situation	  in	  our	  dear	  Country.	  Evil	  has	  
never	  triumphed,	  and	  can	  never	  triumph	  over	  good.	   In	  the	  same	  vein,	   I	  want	  to	  
remind	  our	  dear	  President	  that	  we	  only	  have	  one	  country	  called	  Nigeria,	  and	  so	  
should	  not	  allow	  desperate	  and	  depressed	  group	  of	  people	  to	  destroy	  this	  Nation	  
in	  his	  hands.	  While	  being	  careful	  and	  tactical	  is	  highly	  commendable,	  he	  should	  as	  
a	  matter	  of	  fact	  be	  firm,	  bold,	  and	  decisive	  in	  dealing	  with	  the	  Islamic	  sect	  called	  
Boko	  Haram.	  A	  situation	  where	  Christians	  can	  no	  longer	  worship	  in	  their	  Churches	  
in	   the	   Northern	   part	   of	   Nigeria	   without	   fear	   is	   completely	   unwelcome	   and	  
unacceptable.	  While	   we	   are	   praying	   for	  Mr.	   President	   in	   this	   trying	   period,	   we	  
also	   ask	   you	   Sir	   to	   meticulously	   look	   into	   the	   security	   agencies	   and	   their	  
operational	   mode,	   and	   sincere	   loyalty.	   I	   am	   personally	   suspecting	   that	   the	  
security	  agencies	  have	  been	  grossly	  infiltrated.	  

Secondly,	  anybody	  suggesting	  dialogue	  with	  the	  Boko	  Haram	  sect	  is	  an	  enemy	  to	  
this	  great	  country.	  It	  boils	  down	  then	  that	  anybody	  who	  wants	  a	  negotiation	  with	  
the	  Federal	  Government	  should	  take	  to	  crimes	  and	  criminality.	  A	  group	  of	  people	  
rises	   up	   and	   tells	   you	   that	   they	   don’t	   need	   education,	   and	   also	   their	   religion	  
should	   be	   imposed	   on	   people	   of	   other	   religious	   faith,	   and	   you	   call	   them	   for	  
negotiation.	  One	  day	  people	  will	  suggest	  that	  we	  call	  armed	  robbers,	  kidnappers	  
and	  drug	  barons	   to	   a	   round	   table	  negotiation.	   Terrorism	   is	   an	  act	  of	   criminality	  
and	  should	  be	  dealt	  with	  as	  such.	  I	  think	  it	   is	  very	  pertinent	  here	  to	  remark	  that	  
leaders	   from	   the	  Northern	  Nigeria	  are	  not	  doing	   their	  work,	   and	   so	  not	  helping	  
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matters	   at	   all.	   We	   are	   talking	   about	   political,	   religious,	   and	   traditional	   rulers	  
especially	   those	  of	   them	  who	  are	  Moslems.	   It	   is	  also	   important	   to	   remind	   them	  
that	  patience	  of	  every	  human	  being	  has	  elasticity	  limit.	  Christianity	  has	  no	  iota	  of	  
cowardice	   in	   it	  only	  that	  the	  Christian	  faith	  values	  and	  respects	  the	  sanctity	  and	  
sacredness	  of	  human	  life.	  This	  does	  not	  in	  any	  way	  suggest	  that	  Christian	  leaders	  
can	  guarantee	  perpetual	  calming	  of	  the	  youths	  when	  they	  continue	  to	  watch	  their	  
innocent	  parents	  and	  siblings	  killed	  without	  any	  sensible	  and	  justifiable	  cause.	  On	  
1st	   October,	   2010,	   it	   was	   bombing	   during	   Nigeria	   Independence	   celebration	   at	  
Abuja;	   16th	   June,	   2011,	   The	   Force	   Headquarters	   of	   the	   Nigerian	   police	   was	  
bombed;	  on	  26th	  August,	  2011,	  The	  UN	  Headquarters	  at	  Abuja	  was	  bombed;	  25th	  
December,	   2011	   [Christmas	  Day]	   St.	   Theresa’s	   Roman	   Catholic	   Church,	  Madalla	  
was	  bombed;	  8th	  April,	  2012	   [Easter	  Sunday	  Christians	  were	  bombed	   in	  Kaduna;	  
26th	  April,	  2012,	  This	  Day	  Newspaper	  Office,	  and	  Daily	  Sun	  Office	  were	  bombed	  in	  
Abuja	   and	   Kaduna	   respectively,	   and	   on	   3rd	   May,	   2012,	   there	   was	   senseless	  
massacre	   of	   traders	   from	   different	   parts	   of	   the	   Country	   at	   the	   Potiskum	   Cattle	  
Market.	   For	   how	   long	   will	   this	   continue?	   In	   all	   these	   attacks	   and	   multitude	   of	  
others	   not	   chronicled	   here,	   hundreds	   of	   lives	  were	   lost,	   and	   therefore	  wasted.	  
The	   government	   at	   both	   federal	   and	   state	   levels	   should	   as	   a	  matter	  of	   urgency	  
and	   obligation	   rise	   to	   the	   Constitutional	   demand	   of	   protection	   of	   lives	   and	  
property	  of	  her	  citizenry.	  One	  critical	  message	  we	  want	  to	  pass	  to	  the	  leaders	  of	  
Northern	  Nigeria	  and	  their	  subjects	  is	  for	  them	  to	  realize	  and	  come	  to	  terms	  with	  
the	  fact	  that	  nobody	  had	  ever	  eaten	  his/her	  cake	  and	  still	  had	  it.	  After	  destroying	  
the	  economy	  of	  their	  region,	  destroying	  their	  education	  sector,	  through	  bombing	  
of	   schools,	   scaring	   investors	   away	   through	   creating	   insecure	   business	   and	  
investment	  environment,	  let	  them	  for	  no	  reason	  come	  back	  in	  the	  years	  ahead	  to	  
complain	   of	   marginalization	   and	   backwardness.	   The	   easiest	   way	   to	   keep	   their	  
region	   perpetually	   backward	   is	   to	   continue	   to	   either	   support	   covertly	   or	   keep	  
“hypocritical	   silence”	   over	  what	   is	   happening	   now.	   If	   anybody	   thinks	   that	   he	   is	  
fighting	  President	  Goodluck	  Jonathan	  to	  destabilize	  his	  administration,	  the	  person	  
should	  rather	  have	  a	  rethink.	  	  We	  say	  so	  because	  Dr.	  Goodluck	  Jonathan	  will	  one	  
day	  complete	  his	  tenure	  in	  office	  as	  the	  President	  of	  Nigeria,	  but	  what	  has	  been	  
done	  has	  been	  done.	  

On	   the	   other	   hand,	   the	   level	   and	   rate	   at	   which	   bank	   robbery,	   kidnapping,	  
assassination,	   and	   armed	   banditry	   are	   going	   on	   with	   their	   attendant	  
sophistication,	  and	  helpless	  way	  our	  security	  agencies	  are	  watching	  calls	  for	  both	  
worry	   and	   co-‐ordinated	   meaningful	   action	   from	   the	   government.	   Almost	  
everyday,	  you	  read	  on	  the	  pages	  of	  Newspapers	  of	  broad	  day	  Bank	  robberies	  and	  
several	  lives	  wasted	  in	  the	  process.	  May	  I	  at	  this	  point	  say	  that	  the	  solution	  to	  this	  
insecurity	   does	   not	   lie	   in	   changing	   uniform	   for	   the	   Police	   or	   other	   security	  
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agencies.	  	  It	  is	  time	  for	  the	  Federal	  Government	  to	  take	  the	  bull	  by	  its	  horns.	  What	  
is	   the	   monthly	   salary	   of	   a	   police	   officer	   in	   Nigeria?	   What	   does	   their	   welfare	  
scheme	   including	   pension	   look	   like?	   	   How	   are	   the	   families	   of	   deceased	   police	  
officers	  or	  other	   security	  agency	  officers	   taken	  care	  of	  by	   the	  Government?	   If	   a	  
serving	  policeman	  or	  woman	  is	  seriously	  sick,	  who	  picks	  his	  medical	  bills?	   	  What	  
type	  of	  gadgets	  and	  ammunitions	  do	  they	  have	  at	  their	  disposal	  to	  confront	  these	  
hoodlums?	  What	  type	  of	  training	  and	  re-‐training	  do	  we	  give	  to	  our	  security	  agents	  
in	   Nigeria?	   One	   of	   our	   greatest	   security	   embarrassments	   is	   that	   our	   security	  
agencies	   are	   trained	   as	   reactive	   security	   agents	   instead	   of	   proactive	   security	  
agents.	  Nigerian	  security	  agencies	  will	  wait	  until	  there	  is	  bomb	  blast,	  sophisticated	  
robbery	   incident,	   or	   kidnapping	   before	   they	   start	   running	   helter-‐skelter.	   This	   is	  
never	   the	   case	   in	   developed	   or	   even	   developing	   countries.	   If	   a	   man	   is	   poorly	  
remunerated,	  and	  he	  is	  not	  sure	  of	  what	  becomes	  of	  his	  family	  in	  the	  case	  of	  the	  
worst	   happening,	   the	   traditional	   sensible	   attitude	   is	   always	   depression,	   non-‐
challance,	  and	  even	  at	   the	  extreme	  sabotage.	  A	   federal	   law	  maker	  who	  sits	   in	  a	  
fully	   air-‐conditioned	   legislative	   chamber,	   air	   conditioned	   office	   and	   cars,	   goes	  
home	  with	  millions	  of	  naira	  at	  the	  end	  of	  each	  month,	  but	  the	  policemen	  who	  risk	  
their	   lives	  day	  and	  night	  providing	  security	   for	  him	  and	  his	   family	  go	  home	  with	  
peanuts.	   	   It	   is	   time	   to	   give	   security	   the	   attention	   it	   deserves	   and	  demands	   and	  
that	  must	  not	  start	  with	  the	  provision	  of	  state-‐of-‐the	  art	  armoury,	  rather	  it	  should	  
start	   with	   reviewing	   the	   salaries	   and	   entitlements	   of	   our	   security	   personnel.	  
Again,	   the	  manner	  of	  recruitment,	  and	  training	  of	  our	  security	  apparatus	  should	  
be	  completely	  overhauled.	  	  	  

In	   this	   same	   vein,	   the	   State	   Security	   Services	   [SSS]	   in	   the	   country	   needs	   re-‐
examination	  again.	  This	  security	  apparatus	  to	  the	  best	  of	  my	  understanding	  and	  
knowledge	   is	  most	  specialized,	  professionally	   trained,	  and	  technically	  positioned	  
secretly	  to	  unravel	  challenging	  security	  situations	  and	  circumstances.	  	  In	  as	  much	  
as	   we	   commend	   their	   efforts	   so	   far,	   but	   the	   level	   of	   their	   professional	  
competence	  is	  still	  a	  source	  of	  worry	  to	  many.	  This	  latest	  development	  where	  the	  
SSS	  goes	  on	  Television	  and	  Radio	  to	  educate	  the	  citizenry	  on	  Boko	  Haram	  is	  very	  
worrisome.	  This	   in	  any	  way	  does	  not	   fall	  within	   the	  operational	   jurisdiction	  of	  a	  
highly	  professional	  competent	  SSS.	  We	  have	  National	  Orientation	  Agency	  [NOA],	  
and	  even	  the	  ministry	  of	  Information	  who	  educate	  the	  public	  on	  the	  state	  of	  and	  
events	  in	  a	  country.	  The	  SSS	  does	  not	  operate	  overtly	  let	  alone	  placing	  Radio	  and	  
Television	  announcements.	  

	  

CORRUPTION	  IN	  NIGERIA	  –	  A	  DO	  OR	  DIE	  BATTLE:	  
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When	   the	  Holy	  Scripture	   [Bible]	   says	   “Righteousness	  exalts	  a	  nation	  but	   sin	   is	   a	  
reproach	   to	   any	   people”	   [Proverb	   29:2];	   It	   is	   not	   speaking	   any	   parable	   or	  
philosophical	   jargon.	  A	   sincere	  x-‐ray	  of	   the	  state	  of	  our	  dear	  country	  concretely	  
attests	   to	   the	   truth	  of	   the	  Word	  of	  God.	   The	   greatest	   achievement	   the	  present	  
administration	  will	  make	  is	  to	  give	  this	  multi-‐faceted	  monster	  called	  corruption	  a	  
total	  headlong	  and	  practical	  sacred-‐cow-‐free	  fight	  it	  deserves.	  The	  lip	  service	  our	  
leaders	  are	  paying	  to	  fight	  against	  Corruption	   is	  a	  very	  worrisome	  development.	  
Without	  being	  economical	  with	  the	  truth,	  every	  aspect	  of	  our	  national	  life	  is	  held	  
to	   ransom	   by	   this.	   We	   have	   economic	   and	   financial	   corruption;	   political	  
corruption;	   judicial	   corruption;	   legislative	   corruption;	   education	   corruption,	   etc.	  
Our	   public	   and	   civil	   service	   is	   not	   left	   out	   of	   the	   mess.	   Millions	   of	   tax	   payers’	  
money	  are	  plunged	  every	  now	  and	  then	  into	  setting	  up	  panels	  of	  inquiries	  without	  
making	   out	   anything	   meaningful	   and	   concrete	   from	   these	   panels.	   What	   has	  
happened	   to	   the	   findings	   and	   recommendations	   of	   the	   famous	  OPUTA	   PANEL?	  
What	  of	  the	  Justice	  Alfa	  Belgore	  Commission/Panel	  and	  its	  findings?	  Now	  we	  are	  
watching	   another	   shocking	   drama	  unfolding	   through	   the	   various	   committees	   of	  
the	   National	   Assembly-‐the	   oil	   subsidy	   scam;	   the	   pension	   scheme	   scam;	   the	  
security	   and	   exchange	   Commission	   shocker;	   and	   even	   the	   privatirzation	  
miscarriage.	  

Recently,	  we	   read	   in	  one	  of	  our	  national	  dailies	  wherein	   the	  National	  Assembly	  
was	  quoted	  as	  saying	  that	  they	  are	  not	  ready	  to	  prosecute	  the	  indicted	  cabals	  of	  
the	  oil	  subsidy	  scam.	  	  If	  this	  is	  true,	  I	  think	  that	  Nigerians	  should	  loose	  confidence	  
in	  human	  leaders	  and	  begin	  to	  look	  up	  to	  God	  as	  we	  see	  in	  Psalm	  121:	  

“I	   will	   lift	   up	  my	   eyes	   unto	   the	   hills.	   From	  where	   does	  my	  
help	   come?	   My	   hope	   comes	   from	   the	   Almighty	   God	   who	  
made	  the	  Heavens	  and	  the	  Earth”.	  	  [Psalm	  121:1	  &	  2].	  	  

This	  was	  the	  situation	  some	  of	  us	  envisaged	  when	  the	  oil	  subsidy	  was	  proposed	  
for	   removal.	   We	   said	   and	   still	   say	   that	   there	   is	   nothing	   absolutely	   wrong	   in	  
removing	   the	   subsidy,	   but	   let	   the	   right	   things	   be	   done	   first.	   One	   of	   such	   right	  
things	  is	  to	  fight	  corruption	  to	  a	  standstill	  before	  the	  removal.	  This	  is	  to	  make	  sure	  
that	   the	   funds	   that	  will	   accrue	   from	   the	   subsidy	   removal	   do	   not	   end	   up	   in	   the	  
pocket	   of	   post-‐subsidy	   Cabal.	   	   Palliatives	   are	   not	  what	  we	   need	   in	   Nigeria.	  We	  
need	  transparent,	  judicious,	  and	  pragmatic	  management	  of	  our	  resources.	  

Another	  depressing	  dimension	  to	  the	  already	  disturbing	   issue	   is	   the	  state	  of	  our	  
Judiciary.	  The	  most	  recent	  embarrassment	  and	  bitter	  pill	  gotten	  from	  our	  Judicial	  
system	  is	  where	  a	  man	  arraigned	  with	  one	  hundred	  and	  seventy	  count	  charges	  in	  
Nigerian	   Court	  was	   discharged	   and	   given	   a	   clean	   slate	   by	   ruling	   that	   he	   has	   no	  
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case	   to	   answer,	   whereas	   the	   same	   was	   convicted	   outside	   the	   borders	   of	   our	  
Judicial	   system.	   How	   many	   former	   political	   office-‐holders	   indicted	   for	   one	  
financial	  crime	  or	  the	  other	  have	  been	  convicted?	  The	  zeal	  and	  unbridled	  audacity	  
many	  Nigerian	  Lawyers	  exhibit	  in	  jostling	  for	  being	  counsels	  to	  people	  indicted	  for	  
glaring	  financial	  crimes	  and	  impropriety	  is	  indeed	  a	  very	  serious	  source	  of	  worry.	  
Our	  education	  system	  has	  completely	  nose-‐dived	  into	  abysmal	  degradation.	  Paper	  
instead	  of	  functional	  academic	  qualification	  has	  become	  the	  order	  of	  the	  day.	  We	  
are	   not	   only	   battling	   with	  massive	   unemployment	   rate	   in	   the	   country,	   but	   our	  
institutions	  of	  higher	  learning	  are	  busy	  turning	  out	  unemployable	  graduates	  into	  
our	  Labour	  Market.	  	  Treating	  of	  simple	  typhoid	  or	  malaria	  has	  been	  an	  uphill	  task	  
for	  many	  new	  generation	  doctors	  in	  this	  country.	  Let	  me	  not	  discourage	  us	  more	  
by	  digging	  deeper	  into	  the	  level	  of	  failure	  we	  have	  in	  our	  infrastructures.	  The	  only	  
challenge	  am	  presenting	  to	  our	  dear	  President,	  His	  Excellency,	  Dr.	  Goodluck	  Ebele	  
Jonathan	   is	   to	   courageously	   and	   doggedly	   fight	   this	   monster	   of	   corruption.	   No	  
doubt,	  it	  has	  not	  been	  and	  will	  not	  be	  easy,	  but	  with	  God	  on	  your	  side,	  it	  is	  very	  
possible.	  Mordecci	  said	   to	  Esther,	  “…Yet	  who	  knows	  whether	  you	  have	  come	  to	  
the	  Kingdom	  for	  such	  a	  time	  as	  this?”	  [Esther	  4:14b].	  	  Be	  assured	  of	  our	  continued	  
fervent	  prayers	  and	  intercessions.	  

THE	  THEME	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  

“Giving	  –	  The	  Blessings;	  	  The	  Challenges;	  and	  the	  Opportunities.”	  	  [Genesis	  22:1	  –	  
18].	  

Before	   discussing	   this	   year’s	   Synod	   them,	   may	   I	   refresh	   our	   memories	   on	   the	  
previous	  themes	  we	  have	  used	  in	  the	  three	  sessions	  of	  our	  first	  Synod.	  	  During	  the	  
first	   session	  of	   the	   first	  Synod	  held	  at	  St.	   Stephen’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Osumenyi,	  
the	  theme	  was	  “Choose	  ye	  this	  day	  whom	  you	  shall	  serve.”	  [Joshua	  24:15].	  At	  the	  
Cathedral	   in	   2010	   where	   the	   second	   session	   of	   the	   first	   synod	   was	   held,	   the	  
theme	  was,	   “The	   Church;	   the	   Bible;	   and	   the	   Traditions	   of	  Men	  –	  Which	  Way?”	  
Last	   year	   2011	   at	   Ebenezer	   Church,	   Unubi	   during	   the	   third	   session	   of	   the	   first	  
Synod,	   the	   Lord	   led	   us	   to	   use	   as	   our	   theme,	   “You	   are	   the	   light	   of	   the	  World”.	  
[Matthew	   5:14	   –	   16].	   This	   year’s	   Synod	   theme	   as	   have	   been	   shown	   above	   is:	  
“Giving	  –	  The	  Blessings;	  The	  Challenges;	  and	  The	  Opportunities”.	  	  [Genesis	  22:1	  –	  
18]	  

According	   to	   The	   Chambers	   Dictionary,	   GIVE	   means:	   To	   bestow,	   to	   impact,	   to	  
yield,	  to	  grant,	  to	  donate,	  to	  permit,	  to	  afford/provide,	  to	  pay	  or	  render	  [thanks	  
etc.],	  to	  pronounce	  [a	  judgment	  or	  decision],	  to	  show	  [a	  result],	  to	  apply	  [oneself],	  
to	   allow	   or	   admit.	  We	   have	   outlined	   these	   meanings	   of	   ‘Give’	   because	   at	   one	  
point	   or	   the	   other	   we	   will	   actually	   discover	   in	   the	   course	   of	   our	   discourse	   an	  
aspect	  of	  Giving	  that	  correspond	  with	  those	  meanings.	  
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In	  1998,	  one	  of	  the	  popular	  devotionals	  for	  reading	  and	  studying	  the	  Bible	  has	  as	  
a	  topic	  for	  meditation	  one	  morning	  that	  really	  caught	  my	  attention,	  and	  has	  made	  
me	   to	   understand	   the	   importance	   and	   deep	  meaning	   of	   Giving.	   The	   topic	   was	  
“WHO	   KILLED	   THE	   DEAD	   SEA?”	   The	   conclusion	   was	   “Because	   the	   dead	   sea	  
receives	  water	  from	  River	  Nile,	  River	  Jordan,	  Sea	  of	  Galilee,	  and	  even	  the	  Red	  sea;	  
and	  does	  not	  have	  any	  outlet	   for	   giving	  out	  water	   to	  anywhere,	  when	  all	   these	  
waters	   collected	   from	   different	   sources	   remained	   for	   long,	   they	   mixed	   up	   and	  
killed	  any	  living	  thing	  in	  the	  sea.	  	  It	  is	  because	  no	  living	  animals,	  or	  fish	  is	  found	  in	  
that	  sea	  till	  date	  that	  it	  is	  called	  “THE	  DEAD	  SEA”.	  The	  summary	  of	  the	  writer	  was	  
“The	  Dead	  Sea	  killed	  itself”.	  

WHAT	  THEN	  IS	  GIVING?	  

	   “Sometime	  later	  God	  tested	  Abraham.	  
	   He	  said	  to	  him,	  “Abraham!”	  “Here	  I	  am,”	  he	  replied.	  
	   Then	  God	  said,	  “Take	  your	  son,	  your	  only	  son,	  Isaac,	  
	   whom	  you	  love,	  and	  go	  to	  the	  region	  of	  Moriah.	  
	   Sacrifice	  him	  as	  a	  burnt	  offering	  on	  one	  of	  the	  mountains	  	  

I	  will	  tell	  you	  about,”	  [Genesis	  22:1	  –	  2].	  
	  

-‐>	   Giving	  means	  letting	  go	  what	  God	  has	  given	  to	  you	  for	  God’s	  services.	  
-‐>	   Giving	   is	   sacrificing	  what	   is	   very	  precious	   to	  you	   for	   the	  will	  of	  God	   to	  be	  

done.	  
-‐>	   Giving	  is	  worshipping	  God	  with	  what	  He	  has	  blessed	  you	  with.	  

Abraham	  said	   to	  his	   servants,	   “Stay	  here	  with	   the	  donkey	  while	   I	  and	   the	  
boy	  go	  over	  there.	  	  We	  will	  Worship	  and	  then	  we	  will	  come	  back	  to	  you.”	  
[Genesis	  22:5]	  

-‐>	   Giving	  also	  means	  giving	  back	  to	  God	  what	  came	  from	  Him	  to	  us.	  
	  
	   “Wherefore	  David	  blessed	  the	  Lord	  before	  all	  the	  congregation:	  
	   and	  David	  said,	  Blessed	  be	  thou,	  Lord	  God	  of	  Israel	  our	  father,	  for	  	  
	   ever	  and	  	  ever.	  	  Thine,	  o	  Lord,	  is	  the	  greatness,	  and	  the	  power,	  and	  
	   the	  glory,	  and	  the	  victory,	  and	  the	  majesty;	  for	  all	  that	  is	  in	  heaven	  
	   and	  in	  the	  earth	  is	  thine;	  thine	  is	  the	  Kingdom,	  o	  Lord	  and	  thou	  art	  	  

exalted	  as	  head	  above	  all.	  	  Both	  riches	  and	  honour	  come	  of	  thee	  …	  	  
But	  who	  am	  I,	  and	  what	  is	  my	  people,	  that	  we	  should	  be	  able	  to	  offer	  
	  so	  willingly	  after	  this	  sort?	  	  For	  all	  things	  come	  from	  thee,	  and	  of	  thine	  
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own	  have	  we	  given	  thee.”	  	  [1	  Chronicles	  29:11	  –	  13].	  
This	  reveals	  that	  nobody	  has	  anything	  to	  boast	  about	  when	  he/she	  gives	  anything	  
to	  God	  in	  His	  Church,	  to	  people	  in	  the	  society.	  

Giving	  means	  living	  like	  God	  or	  if	  you	  like	  emulating	  God.	  	  The	  Scripture	  is	  replete	  
with	  the	  giving	  character	  or	  nature	  of	  God	  from	  Genesis	  to	  Revelation.	  

	   In	  Genesis	  1:29	  –	  30	  we	  read:	  
	   Then	  God	  said,	  “I	  now	  give	  you	  every	  seed-‐bearing	  plant	  on	  the	  face	  	  

of	  the	  entire	  earth	  and	  every	  tree	  that	  has	  fruit	  with	  seed	  in	  it.	  	  They	  	  
will	  be	  yours	  for	  food.	  	  And	  to	  all	  the	  animals	  of	  the	  earth,	  and	  to	  every	  
bird	  of	  the	  air,	  and	  to	  all	  the	  creatures	  that	  move	  on	  the	  ground,	  	  
everything	  that	  has	  breath	  of	  life	  in	  it	  –	  I	  give	  every	  green	  plant	  for	  food.”	  
John	  3:16	  summarized	  the	  Giving	  nature	  of	  God	  to	  the	  point	  of	  giving	  
His	  only	  begotten	  son	  for	  mankind.	  	  	  
“For	  God	  so	  loved	  the	  world,	  that	  He	  gave	  His	  only	  begotten	  Son,	  that	  
Whosoever	  believeth	  in	  Him	  should	  not	  perish,	  but	  have	  everlasting	  life.”	  
	  
Giving	   is	   nothing	   more	   than	   imitating	   God.	   Everything	   about	   God	   in	   the	  
Holy	  Bible	  is	  giving.	  Giving	  is	  also	  releasing	  what	  you	  have	  to	  God	  for	  His	  use	  
in	   spreading	   the	   Gospel,	   and	   advancing	   the	   Kingdom	   of	   Christ	   on	   earth.	  
Peter	   in	   Luke	   5:1	   –	   8,	   released	   his	   ship	   to	   our	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ	   for	   the	  
purpose	  of	  Preaching	  the	  Gospel	  though	  it	  was	  neither	  easy	  nor	  convenient	  
for	  him.	  

	   “And	  it	  came	  to	  pass,	  that,	  as	  the	  people	  pressed	  upon	  Him	  to	  hear	  	  
the	  word	  of	  God,	  He	  stood	  by	  the	  lake	  of	  Gennesaret,	  and	  saw	  two	  	  
ships	  standing	  by	  the	  lake;	  but	  the	  fishermen	  were	  gone	  out	  of	  them,	  
and	  were	  washing	  their	  nets.	  	  And	  He	  entered	  into	  one	  of	  the	  ships,	  	  
which	  was	  Simon’s,	  and	  prayed	  him	  that	  he	  would	  thrust	  out	  a	  little	  
from	  the	  land.	  	  And	  He	  sat	  down,	  and	  taught	  the	  people	  out	  of	  the	  ship.”	  
[Luke	  5:1	  –	  3].	  
	  

Furthermore,	  Giving	  is	  making	  something	  that	  is	  costly	  to	  you	  available	  for	  God’s	  
use	  and	  His	  service.	   	  This	  can	  be	  seen	   in	  what	  Mary	  did	   in	   John	  12:1	  –	  3,	  which	  
states:	  
	  
	   Then	  six	  days	  before	  the	  Passover,	  Jesus	  came	  to	  Bethany,	  where	  
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Lazarus	  which	  had	  been	  dead,	  who	  He	  raised	  from	  the	  dead.	  	  There	  	  
they	  made	  Him	  a	  supper;	  and	  Martha	  served:	  	  but	  Lazarus	  was	  one	  
	  of	  them	  that	  sat	  at	  table	  with	  Him.	  	  Then	  took	  Mary	  a	  pound	  of	  	  
ointment	  of	  	  spikenard,	  very	  costly,	  and	  anointed	  the	  feet	  of	  Jesus,	  	  
and	  wiped	  his	  feet	  with	  her	  hair;	  and	  the	  house	  was	  filled	  with	  the	  
fragrance	  of	  the	  ointment.	  

	  

This	   place	   also	   reveals	   that	   giving	  means	   surrendering	   everything	  we	   value	   and	  
cherish	   so	   much	   to	   Jesus	   Christ	   just	   as	   Mary	   also	   used	   her	   hair	   which	   is	   so	  
precious	  and	  valuable	  to	  every	  woman.	  

According	  to	  Revd.	  John	  Schmidt,	  “God	  is	  a	  giver,	  and	  there	  is	  no	  worthier	  goal	  in	  
life	   than	   to	   give	   like	   God	   gives”.	   Giving	  means	  making	   sacrifices.	   Giving	  means	  
becoming	  more	  like	  God.	  God	  is	  the	  perfect	  giver.	  No	  one	  can	  ever	  out-‐give	  God.	  
God	   has	   given	   us	   everything.	   God	   has	   given	   us	   life.	   God	   has	   given	   us	   restored	  
relationship	  with	  Himself.	  God	  has	  given	  us	  forgiveness	  of	  our	  sins.	  God	  has	  given	  
us	  His	  Holy	  Spirit	  so	  that	  we	  can	  actually	  have	  an	  experience	  of	  God	  inside	  of	  our	  
lives.	  God	  gives	  us	  wisdom.	  He	  gives	  us	  power	  to	  do	  so	  many	  things	  in	  life.	   	  God	  
gives	  us	  material	  things	  when	  we	  need	  them.	  	  He	  gives	  us	  peace.	  

In	  fact,	  every	  good	  thing	  we	  receive	  in	  life	  is	  ultimately	  given	  by	  God.	  God	  is	  the	  
giver	   of	   every	   good	   and	   perfect	   gift.	   God	   gives.	   Therefore,	   there	   is	   no	   higher	  
calling	  in	  life,	  no	  worthier	  a	  goal	  than	  to	  be	  like	  God,	  and	  part	  of	  being	  like	  God	  is	  
giving	  like	  God	  gives.	  

WHO	  SHOULD	  GIVE?	  

This	  question	  has	  become	  so	  pertinent	  as	  it	  is	  very	  useful.	  This	  is	  so	  because	  most	  
of	  the	  times	  once	  you	  mention	  giving	  anywhere	  whether	  in	  the	  Church	  or	  outside	  
the	  Church,	  the	  overt	  or	  covert	  reaction	  has	  been	  that	  it	  is	  for	  the	  wealthy	  and	  the	  
comfortable	   ones.	   Without	   trying	   to	   exalt	   my	   opinion	   above	   our	   varied	   and	  
established	  prejudices,	   let	  us	  answer	  the	  question	  above	  from	  the	  Word	  of	  God.	  
In	  2	  Corinthians	  Chapter	  8:1	  –	  5	  it	  is	  written:	  

	   “Moreover,	  brethren,	  we	  want	  you	  to	  know	  about	  the	  grace	  that	  God	  	  
has	  given	  the	  Mecedonian	  Churches.	  	  Out	  of	  the	  most	  severe	  trial,	  	  
their	  overflowing	  joy	  and	  their	  Extreme	  Poverty	  welled	  up	  in	  rich	  	  
generosity.	  	  For	  I	  testify	  that	  they	  gave	  as	  much	  as	  they	  were	  able,	  
and	  even	  beyond	  their	  ability.	  	  Entirely	  on	  their	  own,	  they	  urgently	  	  
pleaded	  with	  us	  for	  the	  privilege	  of	  sharing	  in	  this	  service	  to	  the	  
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saints.	  	  And	  they	  did	  not	  do	  as	  we	  expected,	  but	  they	  gave	  themselves	  	  
first	  to	  the	  Lord	  and	  then	  to	  us	  in	  keeping	  with	  God’s	  Will.”	  
	  

This	  Macedonian	  Church	  was	  described	  as	   living	   in	  abject	  and	  extreme	  poverty,	  
yet	   they	   voluntarily	   and	   joyfully	   gave	   for	   the	   work	   of	   God	   especially	   for	   the	  
Church	   in	   Jerusalem	   that	   was	   passing	   through	   severe	   persecution	   and	   serious	  
deprivation.	   By	   all	   human	   standards,	   this	   Church	   was	   not	   filled	   by	   affluent,	  
professional,	  high-‐profiled	  members	  of	  the	  society.	  	  The	  members	  were	  not	  even	  
at	   any	   average	   as	   far	   as	   financial	   status	  was	   concerned.	   Yet	   they	   refused	   to	   be	  
exempted	  from	  this	  important	  aspect	  of	  our	  worship	  life	  called	  Giving.	  	  Even	  when	  
the	  Apostle	  Paul,	  and	  Other	  apostles	  attempted	  pitying	  them	  because	  of	  their	  low	  
estate	  financially,	   they	  refused.	  They	  really	  knew	  that	  giving	  was	  and	  still	   is	  part	  
and	  parcel	  of	  the	  Christian	  Life	  and	  Faith.	  
In	   our	   bid	   to	   find	   answer	   to	   the	  question	  under	   review,	   let	   us	   look	   at	   different	  
Bible	  texts	  and	  see	  what	  classes	  of	  People	  are	  involved	  in	  giving.	  

	   “Then	  I	  said	  to	  them,	  “You	  see	  the	  distress	  that	  we	  are	  in,	  how	  	  
Jerusalem	  lies	  waste,	  and	  its	  gates	  are	  burned	  with	  fire.	  	  Come	  	  
and	  let	  us	  build	  [Give]	  the	  wall	  of	  Jerusalem,	  that	  we	  may	  no	  	  
longer	  be	  a	  reproach.”	  	  And	  I	  told	  them	  of	  the	  hand	  of	  my	  God	  	  
which	  had	  been	  good	  upon	  me,	  and	  also	  of	  the	  King’s	  words	  that	  
he	  had	  spoken	  to	  me.	  	  So	  they	  said,	  “Let	  us	  rise	  and	  build,”	  Then	  
they	  set	  their	  hands	  to	  this	  good	  work.”	  	  	  [Nehemiah	  2:17	  –	  18].	  
	  

How	  on	  earth	  could	  one	  imagine	  that	  somebody	  will	  rise	  to	  call	  on	  a	  people	  who	  
had	   been	   destabilized,	   dispossessed,	   dislocated	   and	   impoverished	   by	   so	   many	  
years	   of	   traumatized	   exile	   experience	   in	   Babylon	   who	   just	   came	   back,	   and	  
embarrassingly	  discovered	  that	  all	  that	  they	  had	  were	  completely	  plundered	  and	  
destroyed	  to	  come	  and	  concentrate	  first	  on	  rebuilding	  the	  wall	  of	  Jerusalem.	  This	  
again	   reveals	   that	   giving	   is	   for	   everybody.	   Time	   and	   space	  will	   not	   allow	   us	   to	  
discuss	  so	  many	  people	  in	  the	  Bible	  who	  inspite	  of	  their	  challenging	  situations	  and	  
circumstances	   still	   gave	   for	   the	   work	   of	   God.	   They	   include:	   	   [i]	   The	   Priests	   –	  
Nehemiah	  3:1;	   	   [ii]	  Zerephat	   	  widow	  –	  1	  Kings	  17:8	  –	  16;	   	  [iii]	  The	  poor	  widow	  –	  
Luke	  21:1	  –	  4.	  	  This	  particular	  Bible	  text	  summarizes	  the	  answer	  to	  the	  Question,	  
Who	  should	  give?	  	  It	  says:	  
	   “And	  He	  [Jesus]	  looked	  up	  in	  the	  Temple	  and	  saw	  the	  rich	  putting	  	  

[Giving]	  their	  gifts	  into	  the	  treasury,	  and	  He	  saw	  also	  a	  certain	  poor	  
	  widow	  putting	  [Giving]	  in	  two	  mites.	  	  So	  He	  said,	  “Truly	  I	  say	  to	  you	  	  
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that	  this	  poor	  widow	  has	  put	  in	  more	  than	  all;	  for	  all	  these	  [rich	  people]	  
out	  of	  their	  abundance	  have	  put	  in	  offerings	  for	  God,	  but	  she	  out	  of	  
	  her	  poverty	  put	  in	  all	  the	  livelihood	  that	  she	  had.”	  

Therefore	  it	  is	  not	  only	  safe	  but	  also	  Biblical	  to	  say	  and	  conclude	  that	  giving	  is	  for	  
everybody	  that	  is	  alive.	  

HOW	  SHOULD	  WE	  GIVE?	  

It	   is	   one	   thing	   to	   give,	   it	   is	   another	   thing	   to	   do	   it	   correctly.	   Not	   every	   giving	   is	  
acceptable	   to	   God.	   It	   is	   not	   also	   every	   giving	   that	   pleases	   God.	   	   It	   therefore	  
behoves	   on	   us	   to	   really	   be	   very	   careful	   how	  we	   give	   to	  God	   so	   that	   our	   giving	  
[gifts]	  will	  not	  be	  rejected	  by	  God.	  As	  children	  of	  God,	  we	  ought	  to	  have	  known	  by	  
now	  that	  God	  is	  not	  a	  hungry,	  needy,	  helpless	  beggar	  who	  has	  no	  choice	  than	  to	  
accept	   whatever	   we	   give	   to	   Him,	   not	  minding	   however	   we	   bring	   it.	   	   He	   is	   the	  
Almighty	  God.	  He	  is	  also	  the	  All-‐Sufficient	  God.	  He	  created	  heaven	  and	  earth	  and	  
everything	  in	  them.	  Therefore,	  every	  of	  our	  giving	  at	  all	  times	  should	  be	  weighed	  
on	  the	  scales	  presented	  below	  in	  order	  to	  ascertain	  whether	  it	  passes	  the	  test:	  

a.	   We	  should	  give	  in	  righteousness	  –	  Proverb	  21:27;	  	  Isaiah	  66:1	  –	  4.	  

b.	   We	  should	  give	  sacrificially	  –	  2	  Cor.	  8:1	  –	  3;	  	  Luke	  21:1	  –	  3;	  

c.	   We	  should	  give	  bountifully	  –	  2	  Cor.	  9:6;	  

d.	   We	  should	  give	  cheerfully	  –	  2	  Cor.	  9:7;	  

e.	   We	  should	  give	  willingly	  –	  2	  Samuel	  24:24;	  	  Exod.	  25:2;	  

f.	   We	  should	  give	  voluntarily	  –	  Genesis	  	  4:3	  –	  4;	  

g.	   We	  should	  give	  sincerely	  –	  Acts	  5:1	  –	  11;	  

h.	   We	  should	  give	  selflessly	  –	  Genesis	  22:2	  &	  10;	  

i.	   We	  should	  always	  give	  our	  best	  –	  John	  3:16;	  Gen.	  22:2;	  

j.	   We	  should	  give	  for	  God’s	  glory	  only	  –	  1	  Cor.	  10:31.	  

	  

THE	  BLESSINGS	  IN	  GIVING:	  

Before	   any	   reasonable	   and	   sensible	   person	   gets	   involved	   in	   or	   embarks	   on	   any	  
venture,	  the	  most	  likely	  question	  such	  a	  one	  must	  ask	  is	  “What	  do	  I	  stand	  to	  gain	  
from	   what	   I	   am	   embarking	   on?	   Are	   there	   benefits	   accruable	   from	   this?	   	   This	  
question	  is	  also	  very	  apt	  for	  our	  discourse.	  Are	  there	  blessing	  for	  us	  whenever	  we	  
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give	  to	  God?	  Let	  me	  submit	  here	  that	  for	  every	  child	  of	  God,	  Giving	  is	  living.	  Any	  
day	   one	   stops	   giving,	   that	   person	   starts	   dying	   from	   that	   day.	  We	   are	   going	   to	  
study	  carefully	  the	  lives	  and	  blessings	  of	  People	  who	  practiced	  giving	  and	  discover	  
the	  blessings	  they	  enjoyed.	  

	  

A.	   OUR	  LORD	  JESUS	  CHRIST:	  
Jesus	   Christ	   is	   the	   giver	   par	   excellence	   we	   have,	   and	   should	   emulate.	   	   In	  
Philippians	  Chapter	  2:5	  –	  11,	  we	  read:	  

“Let	  this	  mind	  be	  in	  you	  which	  was	  also	  in	  Christ	  Jesus,	  who	  being	  in	  	  
the	  form	  of	  God,	  did	  not	  consider	  it	  robbery	  to	  be	  equal	  with	  God,	  but	  	  
made	  Himself	  of	  no	  reputation	  [gave	  His	  reputation	  and	  position],	  
taking	  the	  form	  of	  a	  bond	  servant,	  and	  coming	  in	  the	  likeness	  of	  man;	  
And	  being	  found	  in	  appearance	  as	  a	  man,	  He	  humbled	  Himself	  and	  	  
became	  obedient	  to	  the	  point	  of	  death,	  even	  the	  death	  of	  the	  Cross.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Therefore,	  God	  also	  has	  highly	  exalted	  Him	  and	  given	  Him	  the	  Name	  	  
which	  is	  above	  every	  name,	  that	  at	  the	  Name	  of	  JESUS	  every	  Knee	  	  
should	  bow,	  of	  those	  in	  heaven,	  and	  of	  those	  on	  earth	  and	  of	  those	  	  
under	  the	  earth,	  and	  that	  every	  tongue	  should	  confess	  that	  Jesus	  	  
Christ	  is	  Lord,	  to	  the	  glory	  of	  God	  the	  Father.”	  
	  

Jesus	  gave	  His	  life.	  He	  gave	  His	  comfort.	  He	  gave	  His	  reputation.	  In	  fact,	  He	  gave	  
His	   all.	   	   Peter	   wanted	   to	   stop	   him	   when	   he	   discovered	   the	   gravity	   and	  
grievousness	  of	   the	   road	   to	   the	  Cross.	   Jesus	   refused	  and	  sacrificed	  his	   life.	  That	  
offering	   of	   Himself	   reconciled	   lost	  mankind	   back	   to	   God.	   	   His	   giving	   of	   His	   life	  
fetched	  Him	   the	  name	   that	   is	  above	  every	  other	  name	   in	  heaven,	  on	  earth	  and	  
under	  the	  earth.	  Giving	  Himself	  and	  His	  life	  has	  brought	  everything	  everywhere	  to	  
be	   under	   His	   authority	   and	   rulership.	   His	   giving	   has	   brought	   salvation,	  
deliverance,	  healing,	   restoration,	  and	   repositioning	   for	  all	  mankind.	   	  What	  great	  
blessings	   as	   a	   result	   of	   the	   sacrifice	   of	   the	   second	  Adam,	   the	   lamb	   of	   God.	   His	  
becoming	  the	   lamb	  for	  sacrifice	  has	  made	  the	  Lion	  of	  the	  Tribe	  of	   Judah.	  This	   is	  
nothing	  but	  the	  blessing	  in	  Giving	  as	  exemplified	  by	  Christ	  Jesus.	  
	  

B.	   ABRAHAM:	  

Nobody	   can	   discuss	   giving,	   its	   blessings	   without	   anchoring	   such	   discussion,	  
teaching	  or	  preaching	  on	  the	  life	  and	  person	  of	  the	  Patriarch,	  Abraham.	  In	  Genesis	  
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Chapter	  22	  verses	  15	  –	  18,	  we	  read	  second	  to	  the	  highest	  blessing	  we	  can	  receive	  
through	  giving	  to	  God	  sacrificially.	  

	   “Then	  the	  Angel	  of	  the	  Lord	  called	  to	  Abraham	  a	  second	  time	  out	  of	  	  
heaven,	  and	  said,	  “By	  Myself	  I	  have	  sworn	  says	  the	  LORD,	  because	  
	  you	  have	  done	  this	  thing,	  and	  have	  not	  withheld	  your	  son,	  your	  only	  	  
son	  –	  Blessing	  I	  will	  bless	  you,	  and	  multiplying,	  I	  will	  multiply	  your	  	  
descendants	  as	  the	  stars	  of	  heaven	  and	  as	  the	  sand	  which	  is	  on	  the	  	  
seashore;	  and	  your	  descendants	  shall	  possess	  the	  gates	  of	  their	  
	  enemies.	  	  In	  your	  seed	  all	  the	  nations	  of	  the	  earth	  shall	  be	  blessed,	  	  
because	  you	  have	  obeyed	  my	  voice.”	  
	  

Abraham’s	   giving	   impressed	   God	   so	   much	   that	   He	   released	   unprecedented	  
promises	  and	  blessings	  upon	  him.	  	  They	  include:	  
-‐>	   Establishing	  His	  commitment	  to	  bless	  Abraham	  by	  swearing	  by	  HIMSELF.	  
-‐>	   God	  declared	  that	  He	  must	  multiply	  Abraham	  in	  all	  things.	  
-‐>	   A	  trans-‐generational	  blessings	  upon	  Abraham’s	  descendants	  were	  given	  to	  	  

Him.	  	  	  
-‐>	   Through	   Abraham’s	   giving,	   God	   set	   him	   and	   his	   descendants	   perpetually	  

above	  their	  enemies,	  and	  dispossessing	  them.	  	  	  
-‐>	   The	   future	   blessings	   of	   the	   earth	   and	   entire	   human	   race	  were	   placed	   on	  

Abraham’s	  shoulder	  and	  lineage	  as	  a	  result	  of	  his	  giving.	  
-‐>	   He	   received	   and	   enjoyed	   God’s	   favour	   and	   security	   throughout	   his	  

sojourning.	  
	  
C.	   THE	  ZAREPHATH	  WIDOW:	  
Because	  this	  woman	  gave	  to	  Elijah	  the	  servant	  of	  God	  in	  1	  Kings	  17:14	  –	  16,	  even	  
in	   her	   humanly	   difficult	   and	   hopeless	   situation,	   God	   did	   not	   allow	   her	   and	   her	  
household	  to	  continue	  in	  poverty.	  Giving	  saved	  her	  from	  death.	  She	  had	  earlier	  on	  
told	  Elijah	  that	  what	  she	  was	  preparing	  was	  her	  last	  meal	  with	  her	  son,	  and	  then	  
they	  will	  die.	  Giving	  restored	  her	  hope	  and	  her	  future.	  Giving	  wiped	  her	  tears	  and	  
opened	  a	  new	  door	  of	  opportunity	  and	  miracle.	  This	  was	  not	  exclusively	  reserved	  
for	   her	   alone.	   Whenever	   people	   anywhere	   have	   challenged	   God	   through	  
meaningful	  and	  sacrificial	  giving,	  they	  experience	  what	  this	  woman	  experienced.	  
	  
D.	   OBED-‐EDOM:	  
In	  the	  course	  of	  bringing	  back	  the	  Ark	  of	  the	  Lord	  from	  Philistine,	  Uzzah	  put	  out	  
his	   hand	   to	   the	   Ark	   of	   God	   and	   took	   hold	   of	   it	   because	   the	   oxen	   carrying	   it	  
stumbled.	  God	  struck	  and	  killed	  him	  instantly.	  This	  ignited	  great	  fear	  in	  king	  David	  
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that	  led	  him	  to	  search	  for	  where	  to	  keep	  the	  ark	  for	  sometime.	  Obed-‐Edom	  gave	  
his	   house	   for	   accommodating	   God’s	   ark	   even	   in	   the	   midst	   of	   danger	   and	  
uncertainty.	  But	  what	  did	  Obed-‐Edom	  get	   in	  return?	   	  2	  Samuel	  chapter	  6	  verses	  
10	  and	  11	  said:	  

“So	  David	  would	  not	  move	  the	  ark	  of	  the	  LORD	  with	  him	  into	  the	  city	  
Of	  David;	  but	  David	  took	  it	  aside	  into	  the	  house	  of	  Obed-‐Edom	  the	  	  
Gittite.	   The	   ark	   of	   the	   LORD	   remained	   in	   the	   house	   of	   Obed-‐Edom	  

the	  
	  Gittite	  three	  months.	  And	  the	  LORD	  blessed	  Obed-‐Edom	  and	  all	  his	  
	  household.”	  

Furthermore,	  when	   a	  woman	   in	  Matthew	  26:6	   –	   13	   anointed	   Jesus	  with	   a	   very	  
costly	  fragrant	  oil,	  even	  though	  Jesus’	  disciples	  criticized	  or	  worse	  still	  condemned	  
her,	  Jesus	  pronounced	  perpetual	  prophetic	  blessing	  upon	  her	  when	  He	  said:	  	  

	   “Assuredly,	  I	  say	  to	  you,	  wherever	  this	  Gospel	  is	  preached	  in	  the	  whole	  
	  world,	  what	  this	  woman	  has	  done	  will	  also	  be	  told	  as	  a	  memorial	  to	  her.”	  

Giving	   keeps	   one	   in	   perpetual	   remembrance	   before	   God.	   Giving	   attracts	   and	  
establishes	  prophetic	  decree	  over	  whatever	   that	   concerns	   you.	  Giving	  definitely	  
brings	   joy,	   favour,	   and	   expansion	   to	   one’s	   life	   and	   family.	   Giving	   places	   a	   giver	  
above	   his	   contemporaries.	   Giving	   blocks	   and	   diverts	   disaster.	   Sacrificial	   giving	  
brings	   geometrical	   growth	   and	   blessings,	   while	   stinginess	   leads	   to	   arithmetic	  
growth	   and	   at	   times	   stagnation.	   Throughout	   the	   scripture,	   givers	   are	   always	  
outstanding.	   	   The	   list	   of	   the	   blessings	   we	   get	   through	   giving	   can	   never	   be	  
exhausted.	  

E.	   THE	  CHALLENGES	  OF	  GIVING:	  

Basically,	  anything	  from	  which	  many	  benefits	  or	  blessings	  flow	  must	  pass	  through	  
challenges	  and	  tests.	  	  In	  Genesis	  22:1,	  we	  read:	  “Now	  it	  came	  to	  pass	  after	  these	  
things	  that	  God	  tested	  [challenged]	  Abraham	  …”	  In	  verse	  16,	  God	  also	  said:	  	  

“By	  Myself	  I	  have	  sworn,	  says	  the	  LORD,	  because	  you	  have	  done	  this	  	  
	  thing,	  and	  have	  not	  withheld	  your	  son,	  your	  only	  son	  …”	  

What	   the	   Almighty	   God	   was	   actually	   telling	   Abraham	   was,	   “Because	   you	   have	  
successfully	   passed	   through	   the	   challenges	   posed	   by	  my	   demand	   of	   requesting	  
you	  to	  give	  your	  only	  son	  in	  your	  very	  old	  age,	  I	  therefore	  have	  sworn	  to	  release	  
the	  Blessings	  that	  follow	  such	  giving”.	  	  Some	  of	  the	  Challenges	  always	  associated	  
with	  sacrificial	  giving	  include:	  

[i]	   Battle	  between	  faith	  giving,	  and	  common-‐sense	  giving	  [Gen.	  4:3	  –	  7].	  
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[ii]	   The	  challenge	  of	  giving	  according	  to	  the	  demand	  of	  God	  or	  dictation	  of	  the	  
human	   mind.	   In	   this	   case,	   Abraham	   could	   have	   as	   well	   given	   Ishmael	  
instead	  of	  Isaac,	  but	  the	  demand	  of	  God	  in	  his	  case	  was	  ISAAC	  [Gen.	  22:2;	  	  1	  
Kings	  17:8	  –	  10].	  

[iii]	   Selfless	  Giving	  or	  Selfish	  Giving.	   John	  3:16.	  One	  of	   the	  greatest	  challenges	  
we	  have	  when	  we	  want	  to	  give	  either	  directly	  to	  God	  through	  the	  Church,	  
or	  through	  humanitarian	  services	  is	  the	  issue	  of	  motive.	  Most	  of	  our	  givings	  
knowing	   or	   unknowingly	   have	   one	   type	   of	   personal	   or	   selfish	   motive	  
attached	  to	   it.	   	  Until	  we	  see	  giving	  as	  WORSHIP,	  Genesis	  22:5	  as	  Abraham	  
did,	  we	  cannot	  give	  correctly.	   	  Somehow,	  because	  of	   the	  wrong	  teachings	  
surrounding	  giving	  from	  New	  Generation	  Preachers,	  we	  have	  unconsciously	  
come	   to	   the	   point	   of	   seeing	   giving	   as	   gambling	  with	  God	   or	   trading	  with	  
God.	  	  Giving	  primarily	  so	  that	  God	  can	  give	  you	  miracle	  is	  not	  it.	  

[iv]	   There	   is	   also	   the	   challenge	   of	   giving	   in	   the	   midst	   of	   poverty,	   lack	   or	  
deprivation	  

	   [Nehemiah	  4;	  	  II	  Corinthians	  8:1	  –	  5]	  

[v]	   Another	  challenge	  in	  Giving	  is	  qualitative	  giving	  as	  seen	  in	  Matthew	  26:6	  –	  
9.	  Most	  of	  our	  givings	  are	  very	  casual,	  convenient,	  and	  residual	  giving.	  Any	  
sacrifice,	  offering,	  or	  gift	  to	  God	  which	  does	  not	  joyfully	  pain	  you,	  and	  leave	  
a	   noticeable	   vacuum	   in	   your	   treasury	   is	   not	   worth	   presenting	   to	   God	   [2	  
Samuel	  24:24].	  

[vi]	   We	   are	   also	   faced	   with	   the	   challenge	   of	   either	   indulging	   in	   coercive	  
grudging	  giving	  or	  cheerful,	  willing	  or	  liberal	  giving	  [11	  Corinthians	  9:7].	  

[vii]	   Whose	  glory	  and	  praise	  we	  seek	  whenever	  we	  give	  is	  another	  big	  challenge.	  
[Matthew	  6:1	  –	  4].	   	  What	  exactly	  do	  we	  have	  in	  mind	  when	  we	  insist	  that	  
your	  name	  or	  that	  of	  your	  family	  must	  be	  boldly	  inscribed	  on	  the	  things	  you	  
have	  given	  to	  God	  in	  the	  Church,	  eg.	  Pews	  pulpit,	  lectern,	  prayer	  desk,	  fans,	  
etc.	  	  Is	  it	  not	  for	  personal	  glory?	  Remember,	  Jesus	  Christ	  who	  is	  our	  perfect	  
model	  in	  Giving	  said:	  “Therefore,	  when	  you	  give	  alms	  or	  do	  your	  charitable	  
deed,	   do	   not	   sound	   a	   trumpet	   before	   you	   as	   the	   hypocrites	   do	   in	   the	  
Synagogues	   and	   in	   the	   streets,	   that	   they	   may	   have	   glory	   from	   men.	  	  
Assuredly,	  I	  say	  to	  you,	  they	  have	  received	  their	  reward”.	  

Just	   as	   we	   said	   before,	   the	   challenges	   in	   giving	   are	   inexhaustible.	   May	   God	  
continue	  to	  open	  our	  spiritual	  eyes	  to	  see	  more	  of	  these	  challenges	  and	  position	  
ourselves	  properly.	  
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F.	   THE	  OPPORTUNITIES	  OF	  GIVING:	  

Giving	   is	   an	   integral	   part	   of	   the	   Christian	   life.	   Nobody	   is	   exempted	   from	   giving	  
irrespective	  of	  his/her	  social,	  financial	  or	  economic	  status.	  Opportunities	  abound	  
almost	   everywhere	   for	   everyone	   of	   us	   at	   one	   time	   or	   the	   other	   to	   express	   our	  
gratitude	  to	  God	  through	  giving.	  	  	  

Giving	  is	  categorized	  into	  three.	  They	  are:	  time,	  talent,	  or	  treasure.	  	  You	  can	  give	  
your	   time;	   or	   your	   talents	   or	   your	   treasure.	   Jesus	   said	   in	   Matthew	   9:37,	   “The	  
harvest	  truly	  is	  plentiful,	  but	  the	  labourers	  are	  few.”	  In	  other	  words,	  opportunities	  
for	   giving	   are	   very	  many,	   but	   true	   givers	   are	   few	   especially	   in	   Anglican	   Church	  
generally,	   and	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   in	   particular.	   Both	   the	   rich	   and	   the	   poor;	   the	  
haves	  and	  the	  have	  nots	  are	  enjoined	  by	  God	  to	  give	  because	  each	  has	  something	  
to	  give.	  In	  your	  family,	  kindred,	  village	  or	  town,	  there	  are	  poor,	  indigent	  widows,	  
orphans,	  motherless	  children	  you	  can	  assist	  and	  wipe	  away	  their	  tears.	  There	  are	  
even	  some	  community	  projects	  you	  can	  embark	  upon	  to	  provide	  employment	  and	  
alleviate	   the	   sufferings	   of	   the	   people.	   In	   the	   Church,	   there	   are	   myriads	   of	  
opportunities	  through	  which	  we	  can	  give.	  You	  may	  not	  have	  money	  but	  you	  can	  
sing,	  you	  can	  pray,	  you	  can	  keep	  the	  Church	  premises	  clean.	  If	  the	  poor	  widow	  in	  
Luke	  Chapter	  21:1	  –	  4	  could	  not	  be	  exempted	  from	  giving,	   then	   it	   is	   then	  a	   fact	  
and	  truth	  that	  everybody	  is	  qualified	  and	  encouraged	  to	  give.	  Hannah	  in	  1	  Samuel	  
chapter	  1,	  was	  barren,	  but	  when	  God	  eventually	   gave	  her	   a	   child,	   she	  gave	   the	  
same	  back	  to	  God	  fully.	  This	  moved	  God	  to	  bless	  Hannah	  with	  four	  other	  children.	  
In	  another	  development,	  as	  a	  professional	  in	  any	  field,	  you	  have	  opportunities	  to	  
give	  back	  to	  God	  through	  your	  services	  to	  humanity.	  Political	  leaders	  are	  expected	  
by	  God	  to	  give	  good	  governance	  to	  the	  people	  they	  are	  leading.	  

When	   last	  did	  you	  ask	  God;	  What	  do	  you	  want	  me	  to	  give	  you,	  and	  how?	  Kings	  
David	  and	  Solomon	  gave	  bountifully	  to	  God,	  and	  He	  blessed	  them.	  Abraham	  gave	  
to	   God	   sacrificially	   and	   became	   the	   father	   of	   faith	   and	   reference	   point	   for	  
blessing.	  Opportunities	  abound	  everywhere	  for	  you	  to	  give.	  It	  is	  only	  a	  matter	  of	  
making	  up	  your	  mind	  to	  obey	  God.	  Look	  around	  you.	  You	  must	  see	  where	  to	  give.	  
Quality	  is	  more	  important	  to	  God	  in	  giving	  than	  just	  quantity.	  

CONCLUSION:	  

God	   is	   the	  author	  of	  giving.	   	  No	  one	  can	  equal	  God	   in	  giving.	   	  He	   is	   the	  perfect	  
giver.	   	  Giving	  is	   living.	   	  By	  experience	  I	  have	  come	  to	  believe	  strongly	  that	  givers	  
never	   lack.	   	   When	   God	   said	   to	   Abraham,	   “Because	   you	   have	   done	   this,	   not	  
withholding	  you	  only	  son	  …”	  God	  is	  saying	  that	  until	  we	  grow	  to	  the	  point	  of	  not	  
only	  confessing	  “All	  things	  come	  from	  God”	  to	  doing	  it	  through	  sacrificial	  offerings	  
and	  giving,	  we	  cannot	  claim	  to	  be	  worshipping	  God.	   	   If	  Anglicans	  can	  take	  giving	  
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seriously,	  God	  has	  given	  us	  men	  and	  women	  that	  can	  use	  their	  tithes,	  donations,	  
and	  seed	  of	  faith	  to	  put	  to	  an	  end	  Churches	  using	  levy	  as	  means	  of	  sustaining	  the	  
Churches.	   No	   genuine	   believer	   in	   Christ	   can	   be	   found	   wanting	   in	   the	   area	   of	  
giving.	  A	  study	  of	  the	  effect	  and	  impact	  of	  giving	  in	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  has	  made	  me	  to	  
conclude	  that	  the	  most	  foolish	  thing	  to	  do	  in	  life	  is	  to	  cease	  from	  giving.	  	  The	  Dead	  
Sea	  is	  dead	  because	  it	  refused	  to	  give.	  	  

The	  way	  God	  blesses	  and	  prospers	  is	  different	  from	  the	  way	  the	  world	  prospers.	  
What	  the	  world	  refers	  to	  as	  prosperity	  is	  how	  much	  you	  have;	  but	  in	  the	  Kingdom	  
of	  God,	  prosperity	  is	  determined	  by	  how	  much	  you	  give.	  Giving	  and	  blessings	  are	  
for	  everyone	  including	  priests.	  	  What	  is	  your	  tithe	  like?	  What	  is	  your	  offering	  like?	  
Does	   it	  grow	  or	   is	   it	   stagnant?	  The	  Bible	   from	  Genesis	   to	  Revelation	   is	  all	  about	  
Giving.	  God	  gave	  us	  all	  He	  has.	  What	  are	  we	  prepared	  to	  give	  Him?	  	  

	  Let	  us	  all	  rise	  and	  sing	  Abu	  35.	  

ABU	  35:	  

1.	   Anwurum	  n’ihi	  gi,	   	   	   	   	   4.	   Ahuhu	  M’huru	  gi,	  
	   We	  wusi	  obaram,	   	   	   	   	   	   Ibu-‐obi	  d’ilu,	  
	   K’ewe	  gbaputa	  gi,	   	   	   	   	   	   Ha	  nanaputa	  gi,	  
	   K’I	  ban	  a	  ndu	  ohu.	   	   	   	   	   	   N’onwu	  ebigh-‐ebi.	  	  
	   Anwurum	  n’ihi	  gi;	   	   	   	   	   	   Ahuhu	  ka	  M’huru	  i;	  
	   Gini	  ka	  gi	  merem?	   	   	   	   	   	   I	  gahurum	  gini?	  
	  
2.	   Ejim	  otut’aro,	   	   	   	   	   5.	   Ewetaram	  nye	  gi,	  
	   N’ikogwugwu	  n’akwa,	   	   	   	   	   Site	  n’ulom	  n’igwe,	  
	   Ime	  ka	  gi	  we	  nwe	   	   	   	   	   	   Nzoputa	  na	  udo,	  
	   Onu	  ebigh-‐ebi.	   	   	   	   	   	   Na	  ihu-‐n’anya	  nkem.	  
	   Enyerem	  arom	  dum;	   	   	   	   	   Akum	  ka	  M’wetara	  I;	  
	   Ole	  ka	  gi	  nyerem?	   	   	   	   	   	   I	  wetaram	  gini?	  
	  
3.	   Ulo	  ihe	  nke	  Nnam,	  	   	   	   	   6.	   Onye-‐nwem,	   ka	   m’nye	  
ndum,	  
	   Och’ezem	  mara	  nma	   	   	   	   	   Ka	  m’nye	  arom	  nile;	  
	   Ka	  M’rap’ru	  bia	  n’uwa,	   	   	   	   	   Ka	  m’topu	  agb’uwa,	  
	   Ino	  n’ihe-‐nwuta.	   	   	   	   	   	   N’ihi	  Gi,	  Chinekem.	  
	   M’rapuru	  ha	  n’ihi	  I;	   	   	   	   	   	   Gi	   nyerem	   Onwe-‐
Gi;	  
	   Gini	  k’I	  rapuru?	   	   	   	   	   	   Le,	   enyem	   I	   onwem.	  	  	  	  	  
Amen.	  
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As	   I	   thank	   you	   for	   listening	   with	   wrapped	   attention,	   may	   we	   also	   thank	   the	  
Ebenator	  Anglican	  Communion	  for	  being	  such	  a	  wonderful	  Synod	  host.	  May	  God	  
bless	  you	  all	  continually.	  

Once	  again,	  thanks	  for	  listening	  patiently!	  

Your	  Bishop	  and	  Friend,	  

+	  Ephraim	  Okechukwu	  Amichi	  	  

	  9th	  	  June,	  	  2012.	  
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ON	  SATURDAY	  8TH	  JUNE,	  2013	  

AT	  

ST.PETER’S	  CHURCH,	  AMICHI	  

	  
May	  I	  humbly	  and	  gladly	  begin	  this	  address	  by	  saying,	  Praise	  to	  God	  from	  whom	  
all	   blessings	   flow.	  Actually	  God	  has	   been	   our	   Ebenezer	   and	   fortress	   throughout	  
this	  Synod	  year.	   	  There	  is	  no	  greater	  testimony	  than	  seeing	  all	  of	  us	  seated	  here	  
this	  morning	  hale	  and	  hearty	  to	   listen	  to	  and	  be	  part	  of	  the	  presentation	  of	  this	  
Address	  to	  this	  distinguished	  and	  august	  audience.	  	  Let	  me	  at	  this	  point	  honorably	  
welcome	  His	  Excellency,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi,	  CON	  the	  executive	  Governor	  of	  our	  dear	  
state,	  Anambra;	  and	  the	  members	  of	  the	  state	  Executive	  Council	  with	  him.	  	  I	  also	  
welcome	   His	   Grace,	   The	  Most	   Revd.	   Christian	   .O.	   Efobi,	   the	   Archbishop	   of	   the	  
Province	   of	   the	   Niger,	   and	   the	   Bishop	   of	   Aguata	   Diocese;	   all	   Archbishops,	   and	  
Bishops	   here	   present;	   All	   the	   respected	   Royal	   Fathers;	   The	   Chancellor	   of	   the	  
Diocese	  –	  Hon	  Justice	  G.C.	  Anulude,	  	  The	  Registrar,	  Lady	  Barr.	  Amaka	  Udogu;	  The	  
President	  of	  the	  Mothers’	  Union,	  Women’s	  Guild,	  and	  Girls’	  Guild	  –	  Dame	  Nkem	  
Ikeakor	  who	   is	  my	  own	  wife	   eventually.	   	  We	  welcome	   in	   the	   same	  manner	   the	  
President	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Council	   of	   Knights	   –	   Dr.	   Sir	   Edwin	   Agbasimelo,	   all	  
Knights	  and	  Ladies	  here	  present;	  The	  Archdeacons	  and	  other	  Clergymen	  and	  their	  
wives,	   the	  Bishop’s	  Nominees,	   Synod	  delegates,	  our	   special	   guests	  and	   invitees;	  
the	  gentlemen	  of	   the	  Press,	   and	   indeed	  everyone	   to	   this	   Second	  Session	  of	   the	  
Second	   Synod	   of	   our	   Diocese	   holding	   here	   at	   St.	   Peter’s	   Anglican	   Church,	  
Umudim-‐Amichi.	   	   Indeed,	   it	   is	   another	   joyful	   gathering	  of	   the	  people	  of	  God	   to	  
both	   appreciate	   and	   thank	   God,	   and	   also	   to	   take	   stock	   of	   our	   activities	   and	  
functionalities	   for	   this	   last	   one	   year.	   	   Let	  me	   pointedly	   thank	   the	   Almighty	   and	  
Gracious	  God	  for	  granting	  all	  of	  us	  both	  good	  health,	  and	  travelling	  mercies	  to	  be	  
present	   physically	   here	   today.	   	   To	   Him	   alone	   be	   all	   glory,	   praise,	   honour,	  
dominion	  and	  worship	  forever	  through	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord	  and	  Saviour.	  	  Amen.	  

OUR	  RESOURCE	  PERSONS:	  
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By	  the	  special	  Grace	  of	  God,	  we	  have	  invited	  some	  Servants	  of	  God	  to	  minister	  to	  
us	   through	   the	  Word	  of	  God	   in	   various	  directions	  and	  dimensions	   so	  as	   to	   fully	  
benefit	  from	  the	  theme	  of	  this	  year’s	  Synod	  and	  internalize	  it	  adequately.	  

	   	   	   	   	   	  

A.	   GUEST	  PREACHER:	  

Our	  guest	  Preacher	   for	  this	  Synod	   is	  none	  other	  person	  than	  Ven.	  Ndubuisi	  Obi.	  	  
He	  was	  born	  on	  December	  17,	  1965	  to	  Revd.	  Canon	  Abel	  Okwuchukwu	  and	  Mrs.	  
Jane	  Uzoma	  Obi.	   	  He	  attended	  Urban	  Primary	  and	  Central	  School	  in	  Nsukka,	  and	  
Ezechima	  Primary	  School,	  Onitsha	   from	  where	  he	  proceeded	   to	  DMGS,	  Onitsha.	  	  
Ven.	   Ndubuisi	   ventured	   into	   business	   and	   spent	   seventeen	   years	   as	   a	  
businessman	  in	  Onitsha.	  He	  is	  a	  seasoned	  child	  of	  God.	  He	  consciously	  gave	  his	  life	  
to	  Christ	  during	   this	  period	  and	  has	  occupied	  several	   leadership	  positions	   in	   the	  
church.	   	   He	   has	   been	   the	   Chairman	   of	   Choir	   in	   St.	   Mark’s	   Anglican	   Church,	  
Omagba-‐Onitsha.	  	  He	  was	  at	  other	  times	  in	  that	  church,	  EFAC	  leader,	  A.Y.F	  leader,	  
and	  Peoples	  warden.	  	  It	  was	  when	  he	  was	  serving	  as	  Assistant	  Zonal	  Co-‐ordinator	  
of	   EFAC,	   Onitsha	   Zone	   that	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Ken	   Sandy	   Okeke,	   immediate	   retired	  
Bishop	  on	  the	  Niger	  sent	  him	  to	  St.	  Paul’s	  University	  College,	  Awka,	  for	  ordination	  
training.	  	  He	  was	  the	  Students’	  Union	  Government	  [SUG]	  President	  for	  2002/2003	  
session.	  

Ven.	  Ndubuisi	  Obi	  was	  made	  a	  Deacon	  in	  December	  2003,	  and	  ordained	  a	  Priest	  
in	  2004.	  	  He	  was	  preferred	  a	  Canon	  in	  December	  2010,	  and	  in	  December,	  2011	  His	  
Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Owen	  C.	  Nwokolo	  preferred	  him	  an	  Archdeacon.	  	  He	  is	  the	  
pioneer	  Archdeacon	  of	  Ascension	  Archdeaconry	  Isiafor.	  	  He	  is	  happily	  married	  to	  
Mrs.	  Ukamaka	  Obi	  and	  the	  Union	  is	  blessed	  with	  four	  children.	  	  He	  is	  currently	  the	  
Chairman	  of	   the	  Directorate	   for	  Missions	  and	  Evangelism	  of	   the	  Diocese	  on	   the	  
Niger.	  

We	  welcome	  him	  heartily	  and	  thank	  God	  for	  what	  He	  has	  used	  him	  to	  do	  in	  our	  
lives	  through	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  these	  few	  days.	  

B.	   OUR	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  FACILITATOR:	  

He	   is	   The	   Ven.	   Azubuike	   Mbadiwe	   Innocent	   Ugoha.	   	   He	   was	   made	   a	   deacon	  
in1996	  by	   the	   late	  Bishop	  of	  Niger	  Delta	  Diocese,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Y.A.	   Fubara.	  He	  
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was	   ordained	   a	   Priest	   by	   the	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Samuel	   Onyeukwu	   Elenwo	   in	   the	   Niger	  
Delta-‐	  	  	  	  North	  Diocese.	  	  He	  was	  preferred	  and	  collated	  Canon,	  and	  Archdeacon	  in	  
1999	   and	   2003	   respectively.	   	   He	   is	   currently	   serving	   in	   Evo	   Diocese	  which	  was	  
recently	  created	  from	  Niger	  Delta	  North	  Diocese.	  	  Ven.	  Azubuike	  Ugoha	  who	  was	  
born	   on	   15th	   June,	   1967	   is	   an	   astute	   evangelical	   scholar	   cum	   theologian.	   	   He	  
attended	   Trinity	   Theological	   College,	   Umuahia	   where	   he	   graduated	   with	  
Distinction	   in	   Religious	   studies.	   	   He	   also	   attended	   Abia	   State	   University,	   Uturu	  
where	  he	  obtained	  his	  Bachelor’s	  Degree	  in	  Religious	  Studies/Education.	  	  	   	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  

He	   is	   doing	   his	   Master’s	   degree	   programme	   in	   Religious	   Studies	   with	   the	  
University	   of	   Calabar	   in	   Cross	   River	   State.	   He	   is	   a	   seasoned	  
Evangelical/Charismatic	  preacher	  and	  teacher	  of	  God’s	  word	  which	  has	  taken	  him	  
to	  some	  countries	  outside	  Nigeria.	   	  He	  is	  also	  a	  conference	  and	  seminar	  speaker	  
as	  well	  as	  Industrial	  Evangelist	  which	  has	  made	  him	  to	  establish	  and	  plant	  several	  
fellowships	   in	   various	   industries,	   banks,	   markets,	   supermarkets,	   security	  
companies	   and	  motor	   parks.	   	   Ven.	   Azubuike	  Ugoha	  has	   held	   various	   leadership	  
positions	   such	   as:	   The	   President,	   Scripture	   Union	   Nigeria,	   Trinity	   College,	  
Umuahia;	   Secretary	   of	   Anglican	   Youth	   Fellowship	   [AYF];	   and	   Evangelical	  
Fellowship	   in	   the	   Anglican	   Communion	   [EFAC].	   	   He	   is	   a	   known	   Church	   planter	  
everywhere	   he	   goes.	   	   He	   is	   the	   initiator	   of	   the	   popular	   “GOD	   OF	   HANNAH”	  
program	   in	  Portharcourt.	   	  He	   is	   at	   the	  moment	   the	   coordinator	  of	  Hope	   for	  De	  
World	   International	   Foundation,	   Portharcourt.	   	   Ven.	  Ugoha	   is	  married	   to	   Pretty	  
Princess	   Precious	   Ugoha.	   	   The	  marriage	   is	   blessed	   with	   three	   children	   namely:	  
Testimony;	   Nobleman;	   and	  Majesty.	   	   His	   home	   Diocese	   is	   Ideato.	   	  We	   heartily	  
welcome	  you	  to	  our	  Diocese	  in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord.	  	  Amen.	  

	  

	  

C.	   SIR	  DONALD	  	  .I.	  UDOGU	  	  [SAN]:	  	  	  

Sir	   Donald	   Udogu	   is	   celebrated	   yet	   humane	   legal	   luminary	   with	   the	   status	   of	  
Senior	  Advocate	  of	  Nigeria.	  	  He	  is	  one	  of	  the	  dependable	  Knights	  and	  Church	  elder	  
statesman	  whose	  sincere	  and	  wise	  counsels	  have	  helped	  us	  in	  no	  small	  measure.	  	  
He	  is	  one	  of	  our	  own	  from	  St.	  James’	  Anglican	  Church,	  Azigbo	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  	  Sir	  
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Barr.	   Donald	   Udogu	   is	   the	   Chancellor	   of	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Aba.	   	   He	   worked	   with	  
Bishop	   Iwuagwu;	   Archbishop	   E.U.	   Ezuoke,	   and	   currently	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Christian	  
Ugwuzor.	  Writing	  about	  him	  will	  keep	  us	  here	  for	  hours.	  	  You	  are	  welcome	  Sir.	  

	  

THE	  VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  	  A	  BRIEF	  HISTORY.	  

St.	  Andrew’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi	  which	   is	   now	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	   St.	  
Andrew,	  Amichi	  was	  planted	   in	  1911	  and	   remained	   the	  only	  Anglican	  Church	   in	  
Amichi	   town.	   	   In	   1969,	   the	   idea	   of	   planting	   and	   establishing	   more	   Anglican	  
Churches	  in	  Amichi	  was	  nurtured	  and	  suggested	  by	  Revd.	  R.C.O.	  Ukadike	  who	  was	  
the	   then	   Superintendent	   of	   St.	   Andrew’s	  District,	   Amichi.	   	  He	   grouped	  Umudim	  
village	   and	   Ebenator	   village	   into	   one	   unit	   because	   of	   proximity	   for	   effective	  
grassroot	  Evangelism	  and	   inaugurated	  Ogbe	  Umudim	  the	  same	  year	  at	  Umudim	  
village	   hall.	   	   He	   appointed	   a	   committee	   of	   six	   to	   organize	   and	   run	   the	   village	  
Church	  extension.	  	  The	  members	  of	  the	  Committee	  were:	  

	   Mr.	  D.C.	  Okonkwo	  	   	   -‐	   Chairman	  

	   Mr.	  Boniface	  Ezikenwadilue	   -‐	   Vice	  Chairman	  

	   Mr.	  Japhet	  Anyaegbu	   	   -‐	   Secretary	  

	   Mr.	  Patrick	  Anyaegbu	   	   -‐	   Assistant	  Secretary	  

	   Mr.	  Gaius	  Anyaegbu	   	   -‐	   Treasurer	  

	   Mr.	  Cyril	  Umechiedo	   	   -‐	   Financial	  Secretary.	  

During	  the	  civil	  war	  era	  of	  1968	  –	  1970,	  schools	  closed	  and	  men	  went	  into	  hiding	  
for	   fear	   of	   being	   conscripted	   into	   the	   Army.	   	   But	   many	   strong-‐willed	   faithfuls	  
baptized	  at	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Anglican	  Church	  still	  preached	  and	  conducted	  services	  at	  
the	  centres	  including	  Umudim	  hall	  centre.	  	  Those	  early	  faithfuls	  who	  used	  village	  
squares,	  personal	  houses	  [Obi	  squares]	  and	  halls	  to	  conduct	  Sunday	  services	  and	  
preach	  sermons	  include:	  

1.   	   Abraham	  Okafor	  Aguzie	   	   -‐	   Ebenator	  
2.   	   Peter	  Ezike	   	   	   	   -‐	   Ebenator	  
3.   	   Jeremiah	  Atuenyi	   	   	   -‐	   Umudim	  
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4.   	   Johnson	  Nnukwu	   	   	   -‐	   Umudim	  
5.   	   Paul	  Uzoegbelu	   	   	   -‐	   Ebenator	  
6.   	   Gibson	  Ezikenwine	  	   	   -‐	   Umudim	  
7.   	   James	  	  Okafor	   	   	   -‐	   Ebenator	  
8.   	   Thomas	  	  Akunne	   	   	   -‐	   Umudim	  
9.   	   Nathan	  Maduka	  [Catechist]	   -‐	   Ebenator	  
10.  	  	   B.O.	  Atuchukwu	   	   	   -‐	   Umudim	  
11.  	  	   D.C.	  Okonkwo	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
12.  	  	   Wilfred	  Ezikeilechukwu	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
13.  	  	   Michael	  Anyaegu	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
14.  	  	   Gideon	  Okafor	   	   	   -‐	   Ebenator	  
15.  	  	   Isaac	  	  Amaechi	   	   	   -‐	   Umudim	  
16.  	  	   Mrs.	  Hannah	  	  Amaechi	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
17.  	   	  Mrs.	  Rebecca	  Ezikenwinne	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
18.  	  	   Mrs.	  Agnes	  	  Uzoeghelu	   	   -‐	   Ebenator	  
19.  	  	   Naboth	  	  Ezike	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
20.  	  	   David	  	  Olisa	   	   	   	   -‐	   Umudim	  
21.  	   Mrs.	  Mabel	  Ezikeilechukwu	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
22.  	  	   Ernest	  	  Ezike	  	   	   	   -‐	   Umudim	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
23.  	  	   Gilbert	  Anyaegbu	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  
24.  	  	   Edmund	  Umeobi	   	   	   -‐	   Ebenator.	   	  

These	   early	   faithfuls	   who	   weathered	   the	   storm	   of	   sacrificial	   evangelism	   are	   all	  
now	  of	  blessed	  memory.	  

After	  the	  Civil	  war	  in	  1970,	  the	  six	  man	  committee	  appointed	  in	  1968	  strove	  hard	  
to	   organize	   Umudim	   Anglicans.	   The	   Umudim	   village	   hall	   was	   used	   for	  morning	  
prayers	   and	   later	   served	   as	   children’s	  worship	   centre	   on	   Sundays.	   	  Mrs.	  Mabel	  
Ezikeilechukwu	  who	  was	   a	   lay	   reader	   was	   appointed	   by	   the	   Superintendent	   to	  
conduct	  morning	  prayers.	   	  Mr.	   Samuel	  Ogbuonye	  was	  appointed	  a	   local	  helper.	  	  
The	   Umudim	   hall	   served	   the	   dual	   purposes	   of	   housing	   “The	   Ntakara”	   school	  
extension	   of	   St.	   Andrew’s	   Central	   School,	   Amichi,	   and	   a	   place	   of	   worship	   for	  
children	  and	  the	  elderly	  of	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Church	  from	  Umudim.	  

MOVE	  FOR	  ACTUAL	  CHURCH	  PLANTING:	  



160	  
	  

In	  1982,	  the	  Vicar	  of	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Church	  District,	  Ven.	  G.A.C.	  Nwangwu	  organized	  
and	   established	   feeder	   Churches	   in	   Amichi.	   	   He	   and	   the	   parochial	   Church	  
committee	  directed	  Umudim	  and	  	  Ebenator	  villages	  to	  provide	  a	  parcel	  or	  parcels	  
of	   land	   for	   the	   purpose	   of	   erecting	   a	   Church	   building.	   	   The	   under-‐mentioned	  
people	  were	   saddled	  with	   the	   responsibility	   of	   acquiring	   the	   land,	   and	   then	   to	  
report	  to	  the	  P.C.C.	  	  They	  include:	  

	   Chief	  	  B.O.	  	  Atuchukwu	  

	   Chief	  	  D.C.	  	  Okonkwo	  

	   Mr.	  Alexander	  Ogbuonye	  

	   Mr.	  Naboth	  	  Ezike	  

	   Mr.	  Boniface	  	  Ezike	  

	   Mr.	  Edmund	  	  Umeobi	  

The	   process	   of	   acquiring	   the	   land	  was	   gradual	   and	   very	   peaceful.	   	  Most	   of	   the	  
lands	   acquired	   were	   through	   donations	   by	   individuals,	   while	   some	   were	  
purchased.	   	  This	   location	  housing	  St.	  Peter’s	  Church,	  Amichi	   today	  was	  acquired	  
from	  1983	  to	  2004	  thus:	  

	   Mr.	  Stephen	  Ezeani	   	   -‐	   Donation	  

	   Mr.	  Paul	  Ekeneme	  Okonkwo	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   Mr.	  Gibson	  Ezike	  &	  family	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   Mr.	  	  Amos	  	  Ijezie	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   Uhuego	  	  Family	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   Mr.	  Eugene	  Ezikenwajionye	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   Chief	  B.O.	  Atuchukwu	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

Olisa	  Anumba	  family	  sold	  their	  portion	  of	  land	  for	  two	  million	  naira	  only	  [N2m]	  in	  
2004,	   though	   they	   gave	   a	   portion	   as	   donation	   to	   the	   Church.	   	   Ven.	   G.A.C.	  
Nwangwu	   laid	   the	   foundation	   of	   the	   Church	   building.	   	   In	   1985,	   the	   first	  
Building/Works	  Committee	  was	  constituted	  with	  Mr.	  Boniface	  Ezike	  as	  Chairman.	  	  
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The	  Committee	   completed	   the	  Church	  building	   in	  1991.	   	  On	  8th	  April,	   1990,	   the	  
Vicar	   Canon	   L.N.	   Enemuo	   conducted	   the	   first	   Holy	   Communion	   service	   in	   St.	  
Peter’s	   Church,	   Amichi.	   	   On	   29th	   July,	   1990,	   Canon	   L.N.	   Enemuo	   conducted	   the	  
first	  Baptism	  in	  the	  Church.	   	   In	  September,	  1991,	  the	  first	  Church-‐Teacher	  in	  the	  
person	  of	  Mr.	  Emeka	  Olisaji	  was	  posted	  to	  St.	  Peter’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi.	  

The	   foundation	   stone	   laying	   ceremony	  of	   the	  Church	  was	  performed	  by	   the	  Rt.	  
Revd.	  Dr.	  J.A.	  Onyemelukwe,	  the	  then	  Bishop	  on	  the	  Niger	  on	  6th	  April,	  1994.	  	  The	  
first	  Mothering	  Sunday	  was	  celebrated	  in	  this	  Church	  on	  29th	  March,	  1992.	  	  Mrs.	  
Angelina	  Anyaegbu	  [now	  late]	  who	  was	  a	  Lay	  Reader	  conducted	  the	  service	  while	  
the	   Church-‐Teacher,	  Mr.	   Emeka	   Olisaji	   preached	   the	   Sermon.	   	   The	   first	   A.C.M.	  
Sunday	  was	  observed	  on	  31st	  May,	  1992.	   	   The	   first	  Wedding	  was	   conducted	   for	  
Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	  Samuel	  Akunne	  on	  29th	  November,	  1992	  by	  Ven.	  L.N.	  Enemuo.	   	  The	  
first	   A.Y.F.	   Sunday	  was	   observed	   on	   14th	   June,	   1992.	   	   The	   first	   Fathers’	   Sunday	  
celebration	  was	  done	   in	   St.	   Peter’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi	  on	  28th	   June,	  1992,	  
and	   Mr.	   B.C.	   Aniagbaoso	   conducted	   the	   service	   while	   the	   Church-‐Teacher	  
preached	  the	  sermon.	  

The	  Pioneer	  Parochial	   Church	  Committee	  was	  elected	   and	   inaugurated	   in	   1991.	  	  
The	  members	  of	  this	  first	  P.C.C.	  were:	  

	   Mr.	  Emeka	  Olisaji	  [now	  Revd.]	   -‐	   Church	  Teacher/chairman	  

	   Chief	  Benjamin	  .O.	  Atuchukwu	   -‐	   Member	   	   	   	   	  

	   Chief	  	  Daniel	  	  C.	  Okonkwo	   -‐	   member	  

	   Mr.	  Gibson	  Ezikenwine	   	   -‐	   Member	  

	   Mr.	  H.	  A.	  	  Ezike	   	   	   -‐	   Treasurer	  

	   Mr.	  Cyril	  Umechiedo	   	   -‐	   Pastor’s	  warden	  

	   Mr.	  Francis	  Nwagu	  	   	   -‐	   Peoples’	  warden	  

	   Mr.	  Daniel	  	  Onuchukwu	   	   -‐	   Member	  

	   Mr.	  Simeon	  	  Amaechi	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   Mrs.	  Mabel	  Ezikeilechukwu	   -‐	   Secretary	  
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	   Mrs.	  Angelina	  Anyaegbu	   	   -‐	   Member	  

	   Mrs.	  Elizabeth	  Azubuike	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   Mr.	  John	  	  Ijezie	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

The	   first	   Clergyman,	   Revd.	   Ernest	   .C.	   Ezumezu	   [now	   Ven.]	   was	   posted	   to	   St.	  
Peter’s	   Church,	   Umudim-‐Amichi	   in	   June,	   1998.	   	   His	   tenure	   recorded	   more	  
converts,	   and	   also	   awakened	  weak	   and	   lapsing	  members.	   	   He	   commenced	   and	  
completed	  the	  Vicarage.	  	  On	  September	  30,	  2000,	  St.	  Peter’s	  Church	  was	  granted	  
a	  Parish	  status.	  	  	  

St.	  Peter’s	  Church	  Women	  General	  Meeting	  deserves	  special	  commendation	  and	  
recognition.	   	   They	   built	   through	   their	   direct	   sponsorship,	   the	   Church	   Multi-‐
purpose	  Hall	  under	  the	  Chairpersonship	  of	  Mrs.	  Felicia	  Ezikenwabulue.	  	  During	  the	  
tenure	  of	  Lady	  Nkiru	  Atuchukwu	  as	  Chairperson,	  the	  women	  also	  did	  the	  fencing	  
of	  the	  Church	  compound	  during	  the	  time	  of	  Revd.	  Prosper	  Amah	  [now	  Ven.].	  	  She	  
also	   led	   the	   women	   to	   purchase	   the	   Church	   bus	   during	   the	   time	   of	   Ven.	   Dr.	  
Johnson	  Maduka.	  

THE	  NEW/PRESENT	  CHURCH	  BUILDING:	  

The	  motion	  for	  the	  erection	  of	  a	  new	  and	  befitting	  Church	  building	  was	  moved	  by	  
Sir	  Anselem	  .U.	  Ezike	  on	  26th	  August,	  2001	  during	  his	  address	  to	  St.	  Peter’s	  Men’s	  
General	  Meeting	  after	  his	  election	  as	  the	  Chairman.	  	  The	  motion	  was	  unanimously	  
carried.	   	   On	   26th	   August,	   2007,	   the	   New	   Church	   Building	   Committee	   was	  
inaugurated.	   	   On	   31st	   August,	   2008,	   during	   the	   celebration	   of	   Great	   St.	   Peter’s	  
Day,	  the	  first	  launching	  for	  the	  construction	  of	  a	  New	  Church	  building	  was	  held.	  	  A	  
total	  sum	  of	  seven	  million	  naira	  only	  [N7m]	  was	  realized	  to	  the	  Glory	  of	  God	  and	  
surprise	  of	  many.	  	  Total	  cash	  realized	  on	  that	  day	  was	  two	  million,	  three	  hundred	  
thousand	   naira	   [N2.3m],	   while	   four	   million,	   seven	   hundred	   thousand	   naira	  
[N4.7m]	  was	  in	  pledge	  which	  was	  later	  redeemed	  fully.	  	  The	  project	  took	  off	  on	  8th	  
December,	  2008.	   	   The	  building	  was	   set	  up	  and	  started	  by	  Ven.	  Dr.	   Johnson	  and	  
Mrs.	  Esther	  Maduka.	  

The	   foundation	   stone	   of	   this	   Church	   building	   was	   laid	   by	   His	   Lordship,	   The	   Rt.	  
Revd.	   Ephraim	   .O.	   Ikeakor	   on	   30th	   December,	   2011	   during	   the	   tenure	   of	   the	  
current	  Vicar,	  Ven.	  Augustine	  Ojukwu.	  
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ST.	  PETER’S	  CHURCH	  AS	  ARCHDEACONRY	  HEADQUARTERS:	  

During	   the	   first	   session	   of	   the	   first	   Synod	   of	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   held	   at	   St.	  
Stephen’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Osumenyi	   from	  9th	   to	   12th	   June,	   2009,	  His	   Lordship,	  
The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  E.O.	  Ikeakor	  in	  the	  bid	  to	  restructure	  the	  Diocese	  for	  effective	  and	  
grassroot	   evangelism	   created	   a	   total	   of	   eight	   Archdeaconries.	   	   One	   of	   such	  
Archdeaconries	   is	  Amichi-‐West	  Archdeaconry	  with	   St.	   Peter’s	   Church,	  Amichi	   as	  
the	  Archdeaconry	  headquarter.	  	  The	  Archdeaconry	  was	  inaugurated	  on	  26th	  June,	  
2011,	  and	  Ven.	  Dr.	  Johnson	  Maduka	  was	  the	  pioneer	  Archdeacon.	  

CHRONOLOGY	  OF	  CHURCH-‐WORKERS:	  

S/N	   NAME	  OF	  CHURCH	  WORKER	   TOWN	   TENURE	  

1.	   Mr.	  Emeka	  Olisaji	  	  C/T	  [now	  Revd.]	   Oba	  	   1991	  –	  1994	  

2.	   Mr.	  Solomon	  Onwumere	  C/T	  [now	  Revd.]	   Ugbene	  	   1995	  –	  1997	  	  

3.	   Revd.	  E.C.	  Ezumezu	  [now	  Ven.]	   Abatete	  	   1998	  –	  2000	  	  

4.	   Mr.	  Paulinus	  Ndukwu	  C/T	  [now	  Revd.]	   Amorka	   2000	  –	  2002	  	  

5.	   Revd.	  Wilson	  Aralu	   Nnewichi	  	   2001	  –	  2002	  

6.	   Revd.	  Prosper	  Amah	  [now	  Ven.]	   Akaboezem,	  

Nnewi	  

2003	  –	  2006	  

7.	   Revd.	  Patrick	  Odinanwa	   Isseke	   2007	  –	  2008	  	  

8.	   Revd.	  Canon	  Dr.	  J.O.	  Maduka	  [now	  Ven.]	   Awkuzu	  	   2008	  –	  2011	  

9.	   Revd.	  Chukwuma	  Akam	  Curate	  [now	  Ven.]	   Utuh	   2009	  

10.	   Revd.	  Silas	  Odimegwu	  Curate	  [now	  Canon]	   Ihiala	  	   2010	  

11.	   Ven.	  Augustine	  Ojukwu	   Oba	   2011	  –	  date	  

12.	   Revd.	  Canon	  F.K.O.	  Chukwudozie	  [Curate]	   Okija	   2012	  –	  date	  

13.	   Mr.	  Chibuzor	  Ezenwa	  [C/T]	   Uga	   2012	  -‐	  date	  
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St.	  Peter’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi	  is	  blessed	  with	  three	  indigenous	  Priests.	  	  

They	  are:	   [i]	   Ven.	  Chukwuemeka	  Ezike	  [Rtd.]	  -‐	   Awka	  Diocese	  

	   	   [ii]	   Revd.	  Ifeanyichukwu	  Aniagbaso	  	  	  -‐	   Niger	   Delta	   North	  
Diocese	   	   [iii]	   Revd.	  Akachukwu	  Udebu	  	   	  	  -‐	   	  

In	  this	  wonderful	  Church	  edifice	  where	  this	  Synod	  is	  holding	  today,	  so	  many	  men	  
and	  families	  have	  made	  sacrificial	  commitments	  to	  bring	  it	  to	  this	  level.	  	  Such	  men	  
as	  Sir	  Anselem	  U.	  Ezike	  who	   is	  the	  current	  Chairman	  of	  the	  Building	  Committee,	  
and	   other	   few	  members	  who	   always	  willingly	   constitute	   themselves	   into	   a	   task	  
force	  during	  emergencies	  orchestrated	  by	   lack	  of	   fund	  and	  materials	   such	  as	  Sir	  
Joe	   Atuchukwu,	   Mr.	   Ik.	   Okafor,	   Sir	   Joe	   Umechiedo,	   Hon.	   B.C.	   Aniagbaso,	   Chief	  
Jonathan	   Ekeneme,	   Bro.	   Arinze	  Atuchukwu,	   Sir	   Dr.	   A.B.	   Atuchukwu	   and	   Sir	   Arc.	  
Okey	   Anyaegbu.	   	   Chief	   Dr.	   Chidi	   Anyaegbu	   MFR,	   MD/CEO,	   CHISCO	   Group	   of	  
Companies	  –	  Eze	  Dim	  of	  Umudim	  deserves	  special	  mention	  and	  appreciation	  for	  
coming	   to	  our	   rescue	  when	   it	  mattered	  most	   to	  see	   that	   this	  Church	  building	   is	  
brought	  to	  the	  level	  and	  state	  we	  are	  seeing	  it	  today.	  	  May	  God	  richly	  bless	  them	  
all.	  

NEWS	  AND	  EVENTS	  FROM	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA:	  

RETIREMENTS	  AND	  ELECTION	  OF	  NEW	  BISHOPS	  AND	  ARCHBISHOPS:	  

To	  the	  Glory	  of	  God,	  the	  following	  Bishops	  and	  their	  wives	  retired	  in	  sound	  health	  
from	  active	  Church	  service.	  	  They	  are:	  

i.   The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Samuel	  C.	  Chukwuka	   	  	  	  	  -‐	  Isuikwuato/Umunneochi	  Diocese.	  
ii.   Rt.	  Revd.	  Dr.	  Peter	  A.	  Adebiyi	   	  	  	  	   	  -‐	  	  Lagos	  West	  Diocese.	  
iii.  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Prof.	  Emmanuel	  Iheagwam	   	  -‐	  	  Egbu	  Diocese	  
iv.  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Michael	  Ipinnoye	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  Akure	  Diocese	  
v.   The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Martyn	  Minns	   	   	  	  	  	  -‐	  	  CANA.	  

We	   pray	   the	   Almighty	   God	   to	   continue	   to	   bless	   and	   sustain	   them	   with	   good	  
health,	  and	  make	  them	  enjoy	  their	  post-‐retirement	  service	  and	  life.	  

By	   the	   Grace	   of	   God,	   during	   the	   Standing	   Committee	   Meeting	   at	   Ado-‐Ekiti	   in	  
September	   2012,	   the	   Ven.	  Manase	  Okere	  was	   elected	   to	   take	   over	   as	   the	   new	  
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Bishop	   of	   Isuikwuato/Umunneochi	   Diocese.	   	   He	   has	   been	   consecrated	   and	  
enthroned	  successfully.	  	  	  

In	  this	  vein,	  at	  the	  Bishops’	  Annual	  Retreat	  at	  Agbarha-‐otor	  in	  January	  2013,	  three	  
new	  Bishops	  were	  elected	  to	  take	  over	  from	  the	  retiring	  ones.	  	  They	  are:	  

	   [a]	   Very	  Revd.	  Dr.	  Simeon	  Borokeni	   -‐	   Akure	  Diocese	  

	   [b]	   Ven.	  Geoffrey	  Okoroafor	  	   	   -‐	   Egbu	  Diocese	   	   	  

	   [c]	   Ven.	  James	  Odedeji	  	   	   	   -‐	   Lagos-‐West	  Diocese.	  

They	  were	  consecrated	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Jude,	  Ebuta-‐Meta,	  Lagos	  on	  
Sunday	  24th	  February,	  2013.	  	  We	  pray	  that	  the	  good	  Lord	  will	  grant	  them	  peaceful	  
and	  righteous	  episcopacies	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  

NEW	  DEAN,	  AND	  NEW	  ARCHBISHOPS:	  

Following	   the	   completion	   of	   the	   second	   tenure	   of	   our	   former	   Dean,	   the	  Most	  
Revd.	  Dr.	  Ephraim	  	  A.	  Ademowo,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Ignatius	  Kattey	  was	  elected	  the	  
new	  Dean	  of	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	   [Anglican	  Communion].	   	  He	  has	  been	  presented.	  	  
In	   the	   same	   vein,	   some	   Archbishops	   whose	   tenure	   elapsed	   were	   replaced	   via	  
election.	  	  The	  new	  Archbishops	  include:	  

[a]	   Most	  Revd.	  Prof.	  Adebayo	  Akinde	  	   -‐	   Lagos	  Province	  

[b]	   Most	  Revd.	  Segun	  Okubadejo	   	   -‐	   Ibadan	  Province	  

[c]	   Most	  Revd.	  Dr.	  Caleb	  Maduoma	   -‐	   Owerri	  Province.	  

Those	  re-‐elected	  are:	  

[i]	   Most	  Revd.	  Edmund	  Akanya	  	   	   -‐	   Kaduna	  Province	  

[i]	   Most	  Revd.	  Benjamin	  Kwashi	   	   -‐	   Jos	  Province.	  

They	  were	  presented	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Peter,	  Asaba	  on	  Saturday	  12th	  
January,	   2013.	   	  Our	   hearty	   and	   prayerful	   congratulations	   go	   to	   all	   of	   them	   and	  
their	  wives.	  

DEMISE	  OF	  OUR	  FORMER	  PRIMATE:	  
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On	   December	   14,	   2012,	   our	   Father	   in	   the	   Lord	   and	   former	   Primate,	   The	  Most	  
Revd.	  Joseph	  .A.	  Adetiloye	  	  [1988	  –	  1998],	  gloriously	  slept	   in	  the	  Lord.	   	  His	  body	  
has	   been	   buried	   after	   series	   of	   funeral	   activities	   in	   Lagos	   and	   Ado-‐Ekiti	   on	   25th	  
January,	   2013.	   	  We	   will	   continue	   to	   pray	   for	   the	   children	   and	   relatives	   he	   left	  
behind.	  

NEW	  ARCHBISHOP	  OF	  CANTERBURY:	  

Following	  the	  stepping	  aside	  of	  the	  former	  Archbishop	  of	  Canterbury,	  Most	  Revd.	  
Rt.	  Hon.	  Rowan	  Williams	  in	  December	  2012,	  a	  new	  Archbishop	  of	  Canterbury	  has	  
been	  appointed.	   	  He	   is	   the	  Most	  Revd.	   Justin	  Welby.	   	  He	  was	  enthroned	  on	  21st	  
and	  22nd	  of	  March,	  2013	  at	  Christ	  Cathedral,	  Canterbury	  in	  a	  very	  dignified	  Church	  
service	  and	  ceremony	  attended	  by	  people	  from	  all	  walks	  of	  life.	  	  We	  pray	  for	  him	  
that	   God	   in	   His	   infinite	  mercy	  will	   grant	   him	   the	   godly	  wisdom	   and	   undaunted	  
boldness	   to	  address	  sincerely,	  meaningfully	  and	  practically	   those	   issues	   that	  are	  
threatening	  both	   the	   corporate	   existence,	   and	   spiritual	   potency	  of	   the	  Anglican	  
Communion	  especially	  in	  Europe,	  America,	  and	  Canada.	  

BISHOPS’	  ANNUAL	  RETREAT:	  

The	  2013	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	   [Anglican	  Communion]	  Bishops’	   retreat	  was	  held	   at	  
the	   Ibru	   Retreat	   and	   Ecumenical	   Centre	   from	   Monday	   7th	   to	   Saturday	   12th	  
January,	   2013.	   	   The	   theme	  of	   the	   retreat	  was	   “The	  Growing	  Church	  …”	   	   it	  was	  
indeed	   a	   very	   soul	   enriching	   retreat	   for	   Church	   fathers	   in	   the	   Anglican	  
Communion.	  

CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  STANDING	  COMMITTEE	  MEETING:	  

The	   September	   2012	   Standing	   Committee	   Meeting	   was	   held	   at	   The	   Cathedral	  
Church	   of	   Immanuel,	   Okesa,	   Ado-‐Ekiti	   from	   11th	   to	   15th	   September	   2012.	   	   The	  
Theme	  of	  the	  Standing	  Committee	  was	  “Resisting	  the	  Devil	  …”	  [James	  4:7].	  	  In	  His	  
opening	  charge	  and	  address	   to	   the	  Standing	  Committee,	  our	  Primate,	  The	  Most	  
Revd.	  Nicholas	  Okoh,	  reminded	  Christians	  that	  resisting	  the	  devil	  means	  to	  stand	  
strong	  against	   the	  devil,	  his	  designs,	  and	  persecutions	  of	  God’s	  children.	   	  He	  re-‐
emphasized	  that	  a	  successful	  resistance	  of	  the	  devil	   is	  only	  possible	  through	  the	  
objective	  redemptive	  work	  of	  Christ	  on	  the	  Cross	  fully	  accepted	  and	  appropriated	  
by	  a	  person.	  	  The	  Diocese	  of	  Ekiti,	  the	  Bishop,	  and	  entire	  Anglican	  faithfuls	  in	  that	  
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Diocese	   need	   to	   be	   commended	   and	   appreciated	   for	   their	   commitment	   and	  
hospitality.	  

From	  5th	  to	  9th	  of	  February,	  2013,	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  Standing	  Committee	  met	  also	  
at	  our	  Saviour’s	  Anglican	  Anglican	  Church,	  GRA,	  Benin	  City,	  Edo	  State.	   	  The	  host	  
Diocese	   of	   course	   was	   Diocese	   of	   Benin.	   	   The	   Theme	   was	   “Overcoming	   the	  
Challenges	  of	  the	  Time”	  [Revelation	  2:8	  –	  11].	  	  	  Going	  through	  the	  theme	  through	  
many	   Preachers,	   Paper/Seminar	   Presenters,	   and	   the	   Bible	   Studies	   was	   a	   very	  
powerful	  eye-‐opener	   for	  all	   the	  delegates	  especially	   in	   the	  area	  of	   the	  activities	  
and	   agenda	   of	   both	   the	  Moslems	   generally	   and	   Boko	   Haram	   sect	   in	   particular.	  	  
Once	  again,	  we	  were	  reminded	  that	  persecution	  and	  tribulation	  are	  not	  strange	  to	  
Christians	  and	  Christianity.	  	  We	  are	  encouraged	  not	  to	  be	  intimidated	  because	  of	  
the	  strong	  weapon	  of	  the	  devil.	  	  Our	  calling	  is	  that	  we	  should	  be	  faithful	  even	  if	  it	  
warrants	  laying	  down	  our	  lives	  in	  defense	  of	  Christianity	  and	  the	  Christian	  Faith.	  

2012/2013	  DIVCCON:	  

DIVCCON	  2012	  was	  held	  from	  5th	  to	  9th	  November,	  2012	  at	  the	  National	  Christian	  
Centre,	  Abuja.	   	  We	  continue	  to	   thank	  God	   for	   this	  vision	  and	  programme	  which	  
has	  come	  to	  stay.	  	  May	  I	  use	  this	  opportunity	  to	  call	  on	  all	  Anglicans	  both	  lay	  and	  
ordained	   to	   take	   this	   Convention	   serious	   and	   give	   it	   the	   desired	   attention	   and	  
participation.	   	  The	  2013	  DIVCCON	  has	  been	  slated	   for	  18	  –	  22	  November,	  2013.	  	  
The	   venue	   is	   yet	   to	   be	   announced.	   By	   the	  Grace	  of	  God,	   our	  Diocese	  has	   been	  
participating	   fully	   and	  meaningfully	   especially	   the	   priests	   and	   their	  wives.	   	   This	  
year,	  we	  will	  be	  happy	  if	  more	  lay	  people	  will	  be	  in	  attendance.	  

ALL	  ANGLICAN	  CLERGY	  CONFERENCE:	  

Church	   of	   Nigeria	   All	   Clergy	   Conference	   was	   held	   at	   Ajayi	   Crowther	   University,	  
Oyo	   from	   Monday	   24th	   to	   Friday	   28th	   September,	   2012.	   	   The	   report	   we	   got	  
revealed	  that	  it	  was	  a	  very	  wonderful	  and	  challenging	  conference	  for	  the	  Clergy	  of	  
our	  Communion.	  	  We	  pray	  that	  it	  will	  not	  be	  long	  for	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  to	  develop	  
her	  Permanent	  Camp	  site	  so	  that	  the	  organization	  and	  concentration	  of	  conferees	  
will	  experience	  more	  conducive	  spiritual	  environment.	  	  Let	  us	  continue	  to	  pray	  for	  
the	   committee	   that	   plans	   the	   conference.	   	   God	   enabled	   the	   Clergy	   from	   this	  
Diocese	  to	  participate	  fully.	  

2013	  ST.	  MATTHIAS’	  DAY	  EVANGELISM	  COLLECTION:	  
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The	  third	  edition	  of	  St.	  Matthias’	  Day	  collection	  for	  evangelism	  support	  for	  some	  
needy	   and	   missionary	   Dioceses	   was	   held	   on	   Sunday	   24th	   February,	   2013	  
throughout	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion].	   	   The	   fund	   became	   more	  
imperative	   and	   compelling	   this	   time	   because	   of	   the	   added	   burden	   arising	   from	  
the	   flood	   disaster	  which	  wrecked	   a	   lot	   of	   havoc	   in	  many	   Dioceses.	   	   Diocese	   of	  
Amichi	  as	  usual	  participated	  in	  this	  year’s	  St.	  Matthias	  Day	  Evangelism	  Collection	  
more	  sacrificially	  by	  improving	  on	  what	  we	  raised	  last	  year.	  	  This	  year,	  the	  Diocese	  
collected	  and	  remitted	  to	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  the	  sum	  of	  one	  million,	  five	  hundred	  
and	  eighteen	   thousand	  naira	  only	   [N1,518,000.=].	  May	   I	   at	   this	  point	   thank	  and	  
appreciate	  the	  Church	  workers	  in	  this	  Diocese	  for	  taking	  the	  exercise	  very	  serious	  
by	  mobilizing	  their	  parishioners	  well.	  	  For	  a	  Diocese	  in	  a	  pure	  rural	  setting	  as	  ours	  
to	   raise	   such	   an	   amount	   of	   money	   in	   a	   Sunday	   service	   is	   worthy	   of	  
commendation.	  

NEWS	  AND	  EVENTS	  FROM	  PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER:	  

FLOOD	  DISASTER	  IN	  OUR	  PROVINCE:	  

The	  year	  2012	  ended	  on	  a	  very	  disturbing	  and	  sad	  note	  as	  a	   result	  of	   the	   flood	  
disaster	  that	  occurred	  in	  some	  parts	  of	  our	  Province.	  	  Some	  of	  the	  Dioceses	  badly	  
affected	   by	   the	   flood	   include	  Mbamili	   Diocese,	   Ogbaru	   Diocese,	   some	   parts	   of	  
Niger	  West	   Diocese,	   Ihiala	   Diocese.	   	   Even	   Awka	  Diocese	  was	   affected	   in	   Awba-‐
Ofemili	  side.	  	  This	  ugly	  occurrence	  posed	  a	  great	  challenge	  to	  the	  Dioceses	  directly	  
involved	   and	   the	   Province	   generally.	   	   We	   must	   commend	   the	   outstanding	  
resilience	  exhibited	  by	  our	  fathers	  in	  the	  Lord,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Henry	  .O.	  	  Okeke,	  and	  
The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Dr.	   Samuel	   C.	   Ezeofor	   in	   the	   face	   of	   such	   natural	   disaster.	   	   Our	  
Archbishop,	   the	   Most	   Revd.	   Christian	   .O.	   Efobi	   was	   more	   than	   a	   father	   and	  
compassionate	   leader	   as	   he	  made	   sure	   that	   the	   Province	   was	   fully	   involved	   in	  
assisting	   both	   the	   Church	   workers	   and	   Parishioners	   both	   materially	   and	  
financially.	  	  	  

I	   must	   confess	   that	   all	   the	   Bishops	   of	   our	   Province	   and	   their	   wives	   are	   indeed	  
wonderful	  and	  great.	   	  They	  were	   indeed	  their	  brothers’	  keepers.	   	  Bishop	  On	  the	  
Niger	  and	  Mama	  On	  the	  Niger	  deserve	  special	  thanks	  for	  going	  the	  extra	  mile	   in	  
cushioning	  the	  effect	  of	  the	  disaster	  on	  Mbamili	  Diocese	  specially.	  	  We	  pray	  that	  
the	  Almighty	  God	  will	  continue	  to	  console	   the	   families	  of	  all	  who	   lost	  both	   lives	  
and	   property	   in	   the	   Disaster.	   	   Let	  me	   also	   thank	  His	   Excellency,	  Mr.	   Peter	   Obi,	  
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Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State	   for	   identifying	  with	  the	  victims	  of	   the	   flood	  disaster	  
meaningfully	   and	   practically.	   	   He	   did	   not	   only	   provide	   relief	   materials	   to	   the	  
victims	  but	  also	  was	  in	  constant	  visit	  to	  the	  affected	  areas.	  	  That	  is	  how	  the	  heart	  
and	  attitude	  of	  a	   true	   leader	   towards	  his	  citizens	  should	  be.	   	   I	  want	   to	  specially	  
appeal	   to	   our	   Governor	   and	   his	   government	   to	   please	   take	   very	   serious	   the	  
weather	  predictions	  of	  NIMET	  for	  this	  year	  and	  take	  precautionary	  and	  proactive	  
measures	   to	   forestall	   the	   re-‐occurrence	   of	   such	   disaster	   and	   loss	   of	   lives	   and	  
property.	  

PAUL	  UNIVERSITY,	  AWKA:	  

We	  will	   continue	  to	   thank	  God	   for	  making	  us	  as	   joint	  Province	   to	  have	  our	  own	  
University	  called	  Paul	  University.	  	  This	  University	  is	  owned	  surprisingly	  by	  fifty-‐five	  
Dioceses	   in	   the	   South-‐South	   and	   South-‐East	   States	   of	   Nigeria.	   	   It	   is	   quite	   dis-‐
heartening	  and	  shocking	  that	  this	  University	   is	  about	  to	  die	   in	  our	  hands.	   	  May	  I	  
appeal	  to	  well	  meaning	  Anglicans	  in	  the	  five	  Provinces	  that	  own	  this	  Institution	  to	  
rise	   to	   the	   challenge	  of	   sponsoring	  Paul	  University.	   	  My	  brother	  Bishops	   should	  
also	  show	  enough	  commitment	  towards	  the	  sustenance	  of	  this	  University.	  	  There	  
is	   no	  Diocese	   that	   has	   enough	  money	   not	   to	   talk	   of	   surplus.	   	   Therefore,	   hiding	  
under	   the	   cloak	   of	   saying	   “My	   Diocese	   is	   poor”	   cannot	   solve	   this	   problem.	  	  
Sacrifice	  and	  Commitment	   is	  all	  we	  need	  to	  keep	  this	   institution	  afloat.	   	   I	  am	  of	  
the	   candid	   opinion	   that	   both	   posterity	   and	   eternity	   will	   never	   forgive	   us	   if	   we	  
allow	  Paul	  University	   to	   suffocate	  and	  die.	   	   In	  another	  development,	   those	  who	  
manage	   the	  meager	   resources	   generated	   for	   the	   University	   should	   learn	   to	   do	  
that	  with	  utmost	  meticuluity	  and	  serene	  honesty	  and	  probity.	  	  The	  staff	  strength	  
and	   size	   should	   be	   carefully	   re-‐evaluated	   with	   sole	   aim	   of	   right-‐sizing	   either	  
upwardly	   or	   downwardly.	   	   Let	   us	   all	   work	   for	   the	   final	   accreditation	   of	   Paul	  
University.	  	  Let	  our	  Anglican	  philanthropists	  standup	  and	  face	  this	  challenge.	  

	  

BIRTHDAYS	  AND	  DEDICATION:	  

Let	  me	  personally	  congratulate	  His	  Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Alexander	  Ibezim	  PHD	  
who	  celebrated	  his	  Golden	  age	  birthday	  in	  November	  2012.	  	  I	  wish	  to	  also	  thank	  
God	  for	  mercifully	  preserving	  the	   lives	  of	  His	  Excellency,	  Dr.	  Alex	  Ekwueme,	  and	  
Chief	  Emeka	  Anyaoku	  to	  celebrate	  their	  eightieth	  birthdays.	  	  In	  the	  same	  vein,	  our	  
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heartfelt	   felicitation	  and	  congratulation	  goes	  also	   to	  Her	  Excellency,	  Dame	  Virgy	  
Etiaba	  as	  she	  celebrated	  her	  seventieth	  birthday.	  	  The	  Good	  Lord	  who	  has	  brought	  
you	  thus	  far	  in	  seeing	  such	  eventful	  and	  fruitful	  years	  in	  your	  lives	  will	  surely	  grant	  
all	  of	  you	  more	  memorable	  and	  fulfilling	  years	  of	  healthy	  living	  in	  the	  name	  of	  our	  
Lord	  and	  Saviour	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  Amen.	  

DEDICATION	  OF	  MBAMILI	  DIOCESE	  BISHOPSCOURT:	  

Truly,	  God	  is	  faithful	  in	  all	  situations	  and	  circumstances.	  	  After	  the	  flood	  disaster,	  
it	   was	   humanly	   difficult	   to	   think	   that	   the	   dedication	   of	   Mbamili	   Diocesan	  
Bishopscourt	  was	  still	  possible	  before	  now.	  	  But	  on	  3rd	  April,	  	  2013,	  His	  Grace,	  the	  
Most	  Revd.	  Nicolas	  .D.	  Okoh,	  Archbishop,	  Metropolitan	  and	  Primate	  of	  All	  Nigeria	  
dedicated	   the	   Bishopscourt	   to	   the	   glory	   and	   honour	   of	   God,	   assisted	   by	   over	  
twenty	  Bishops	  and	  their	  wives.	  

We	   commend	   and	   congratulate,	   The	  Rt.	   Revd.	  Henry	  Okeke,	   and	   his	  wife,	  Mrs.	  
Julie	  Okeke,	  and	  the	  entire	  congregation	  of	  their	  Diocese	  for	  this	  wonderful	  feat	  
achieved.	   	   It	   is	  pertinent	   for	  me	  at	   this	  point	   to	  congratulate	  other	  Bishops	  and	  
Dioceses	   though	   outside	   our	   Province	  who	   dedicated	   their	   Bishopscourt.	   	   They	  
include:	  	  	  

	   	   The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Godson	  Ukanwa	   -‐	   Okigwe-‐North	  Diocese	  

	   	   Rt.	  Revd.	  David	  Onuoha	   	   -‐	   Okigwe-‐South	  Diocese	  

	   	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Chidi	  Oparaojiaku	   -‐	   Ohaji/Egbema	  Diocese.	  

May	   God	   be	   continually	   praised	   as	   the	   Church	   continues	   to	   grow	   and	   expand	  
spiritually	  and	  structurally.	  

	  

	  

DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI	  =>	  NEWS;	  EVENTS,	  AND	  INFORMATION:	  

INAUGURATION	  OF	  PARISHES:	  

Within	   this	   Synod	   year	   under	   review,	  we	  by	   the	  Grace	  of	  God	   inaugurated	   two	  
Parishes	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  	  On	  Sunday,	  19th	  August	  2012,	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Parish,	  Unubi	  
was	   inaugurated	  with	   Revd.	   Canon	  Oliver	   Chigbo	   as	   the	   Vicar.	   	   The	   next	   Parish	  
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which	   is	   Church	   of	   Divine	   Compassion,	   Amichi	  was	   inaugurated	   on	   Sunday	   30th	  
December,	  2012	  with	  Revd.	  Canon	  Samson	  Ikedinma	  as	  Vicar.	  	  All	  Saints’	  Church,	  
Obiofia-‐Osumenyi	   whose	   parish	   status	   was	   put	   on	   hold	   as	   a	   result	   of	   some	  
developments	  has	  now	  been	  restored	  to	  that	  Parish	  status.	  Their	   in	   	  auguration,	  
and	  that	  of	  Christ	  Church	  Parish,	  Odikpi-‐Osumenyi	  will	  take	  place	  in	  a	  later	  date	  to	  
be	   fixed	   by	   the	   Bishop	   after	   this	   Synod.	   	   We	   thank	   the	   Parishioners	   of	   these	  
inaugurated	   Parishes	   and	   their	   Priests	   for	   the	   commitments	   and	   sacrifices	   in	  
making	  the	  inauguration	  a	  reality.	  

DEDICATIONS:	  

On	  26th	  August	  2012,	  we	  dedicated	  St.	  Paul’s	  Church,	  Unubi.	  	  In	  the	  same	  service,	  
we	  also	  laid	  the	  foundation	  stone	  of	  the	  Church	  which	  has	  not	  been	  done.	  During	  
the	   fiftieth	   birthday	   celebration	   of	   Ven.	   Augustine	   Ojukwu	   on	   Saturday	   24th	  
November	   2012,	   we	   happily	   dedicated	   his	   family	   house	   at	   Oba.	   	   On	   19th	  
December	  2012,	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  C.O.	  Efobi,	  Archbishop	  of	  Province	  of	  
the	  Niger,	  and	  Bishop	  of	  Aguata,	  assisted	  by	  three	  other	  Archbishops	  and	  twenty	  
Bishops	   dedicated	   the	   family	   house	   of	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Ephraim	   .O.	   and	   Dame	   Nkem	  
Ikeakor	  at	  Umuchu-‐Alanso	  in	  Aguata	  L.G.A.	  	  This	  house	  is	  known	  as	  MERCYCOURT,	  
and	   the	  Chapel	   is	   called	  CHAPEL	  OF	  MERCY.	   	  My	  wife	  and	   I	  use	   this	  medium	  to	  
thank	  all	  who	  attended	  the	  ceremony,	  and	  all	  who	  encouraged	  and	  supported	  us	  
voluntarily	   both	   prayerfully	   and	  materially.	   	  Our	  God	  will	   continue	   to	   bless	   and	  
enrich	  you	  abundantly	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  

On	   Sunday,	   30th	   of	   December	   2012,	   to	   the	   Glory	   of	   the	   Almighty	   God,	   the	  
beautiful	  Parsonage	  built	  by	  Church	  of	  Divine	  Compassion,	  Amichi	  was	  dedicated.	  	  
It	  was	  indeed	  a	  joyful	  and	  glorious	  occasion.	  	  We	  congratulate	  all	  the	  members	  of	  
the	  Church	  for	  their	  sacrifice	  and	  doggedness	  in	  building	  such	  a	  befitting	  vicarage	  
for	  their	  Priests	  and	  Church	  workers.	  

COLLATION	   OF	   CANONS;	   LICENSING	   OF	   LAY	   READERS;	   AND	   PUBLIC	  
PRESENTATION	  OF	  SURE	  ANCHOR	  NEWSPAPER:	  

Three	   new	   Canons	   were	   collated	   as	   Honorary	   Canons	   of	   the	   Cathedral	   on	  
Saturday	  10th	  November,	   2012.	   	   Those	   collated	   canons	   are:	   	   Revd.	   Kenechukwu	  
Anyakoha;	   Revd.	   Samson	   Ikedinma;	   and	   Revd.	   Oliver	   Chigbo.	   	  We	   congratulate	  
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the	  new	  Canons	  and	  their	  wives.	  	  As	  we	  congratulate	  you,	  it	  is	  very	  important	  to	  
remind	  you	  though	  you	  know	  that,	  “To	  whom	  much	  is	  given,	  much	  is	  required”.	  

Furthermore,	   in	   the	   same	   Service,	   about	   sixty-‐eight	   new	   Lay	   Readers	   were	  
licensed.	   	   The	  old	   Lay	  Readers	  were	   inducted	   into	   the	  Diocese.	  We	   thank	   those	  
committed	  men	  and	  women	  who	  voluntarily	  answered	  our	  call	  to	  be	  licensed	  Lay	  
Readers.	   	  We	   also	   plead	   with	   them	   to	   see	   this	   assignment	   as	   a	   selfless	   call	   to	  
render	  acceptable	  and	  holy	  service	  to	  the	  Almighty	  God.	  	  Lay	   Readership	   is	   not	  
and	  can	  never	  be	  a	  platform	  for	  antagonizing	  your	  Priest	  or	  Church	  worker.	  	  It	  is	  
not	   also	   a	  miniature	   Priesthood	  whereby	   you	   begin	   to	   demand	   for	   some	   rights	  
and	  privileges	  exclusively	  meant	  for	  priests	  and	  fulltime	  Church	  workers.	   	  We	  do	  
not	   commission	   lay	   Evangelists	   in	   this	   Diocese	   for	   now.	   	   The	   reasons	   are	   very	  
obvious:-‐	  

[i]	   To	  maintain	  our	  Anglican	  heritage	  and	  identity.	  

[ii]	   To	   avoid	   enthroning	   rascality	   and	   opening	   dangerous	   doors	   for	  
independent	  and	  personal	  ministries.	  

[iii]	   To	  stem	  the	  tide	  of	  using	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  as	  a	  fishing	  pond	  for	  raising	  
	   members	  of	  another	  Church	  denomination	  cunningly	  called	  “Ministry”.	  

[iv]	   To	  exercise	  full	  and	  effective	  control,	  including	  oversight	  shepherd	  function	  
on	  the	  flock.	  

Anyone	  who	  feels	  that	  he	  is	  called	  to	  be	  an	  Evangelist	  should	  be	  made	  to	  do	  that	  
within	   the	  context	  of	  a	   fulltime	  Church	  worker	  who	  will	  be	   in	   the	  payroll	  of	   the	  
Church.	  

During	   the	   same	   service	   of	   Collation	   of	   Canons,	   and	   licensing	   of	   Lay	   Readers,	  
there	  was	   the	  official	  public	  presentation	  of	  “Sure	  Anchor	  Newspaper”	  which	   is	  
the	  official	  newspaper	  of	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi.	  By	  this	  action,	  our	  Newspaper	  is	  
now	   an	   officially	   recognized	   Newspaper	   with	   International	   Standard	   Serial	  
Number	   [ISSN]	  and	   fully	   registered	  with	   the	  Corporate	  Affairs	  Commission.	   	  We	  
encourage	   all	   especially	   our	   abroad	   members	   to	   patronize	   and	   publicize	   the	  
Newspaper	  by	  giving	  it	  out	  as	  gifts	  to	  your	  friends	  and	  associates.	  

ADVENT	  ORDINATION:	  
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The	   fourth	   Advent	   Ordination	   Service	   of	   the	   Diocese	   was	   held	   on	   Sunday	   2nd	  
December,	  2012.	   	  The	  service	  took	  place	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  
Amichi.	   	   In	   the	  service,	   four	  Ordinands	  were	  made	  Deacons,	  while	   two	  Deacons	  
were	  ordained	  Priests.	  	  The	  new	  deacons	  are:	  

	   [i]	   Revd.	  Promise	  Alor	  

	   [ii]	   Revd.	  Ifeanyi	  Chukwuka	  

	   [iii]	   Revd.	  James	  Mbonu	  

	   [iv]	   Revd.	  Chukwuka	  Nwosu.	  

The	  new	  Priests	  are:	  

	   [a]	   Revd.	  Nelson	  .C.	  Chijindu	  

	   [b]	   Revd.	  Godson	  Ugochukwu.	  

Our	  Prayer	  for	  you	  and	  your	  wives	  is	  that	  the	  Lord	  who	  called	  you	  into	  His	  Divine	  
Service	  will	  surely	  grant	  you	  the	  Grace	  to	  be	  faithful	  to	  Him	  to	  the	  end.	  

In	  the	  Ordination	  Service,	  a	  Knight	  and	  his	  wife,	  Sir	  Dr.	  &	  Lady	  U.C.	  Nzewi	  	  on	  their	  
own	  volition	  handed	  over	  to	  the	  Bishop	  the	  keys	  of	  a	  new	  Audi	  80	  Car	  to	  be	  given	  
to	  any	  of	   the	  newly	  ordained	  using	  his	   [Bishop’s]	  discretion.	   	   The	  Bishop	  within	  
the	  Church	  service	  did	  balloting	  for	  all	   the	  people	   involved	  and	  Revd.	  Chukwuka	  
Nwosu	  was	   blessed	   to	   be	   the	   one	  who	   picked	   the	   “YES”	   tag,	   and	   so	   became	   a	  
happy	  owner	  of	  a	  new	  car	  the	  same	  day	  he	  was	  made	  a	  Deacon.	  	  It	  was	  actually	  a	  
very	   joyful	   Ordination	   Service	   as	   the	   provision	   of	   the	   Car	   added	   glamour	   and	  
ecstasy	   to	   the	  whole	   exercise.	   	  We	  want	   to	   officially	   thank	   and	   appreciate	   the	  
donor	  and	  his	  wife	  for	  such	  a	  wonderful	  gesture.	  	  He	  is	  not	  the	  richest	  among	  the	  
Knights,	  and	  our	  members.	  	  The	  heart	  is	  what	  makes	  the	  difference	  between	  two	  
worshippers	  of	  God.	   	  May	  God	   in	  his	   infinite	  mercy	  bless	  and	   reward	  you	  more	  
abundantly	   in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	   	  Let	  me	  also	  encourage	  other	  members	  of	  our	  
Diocese	  to	  see	  the	  welfare	  and	  wellbeing	  of	  their	  Priests	  and	  Church	  workers	  as	  a	  
necessity	  and	  priority.	  	  Whatever	  you	  give	  to	  your	  Pastor	  is	  a	  gift	  to	  God	  and	  will	  
never	  go	  without	  God’s	  reward	  and	  blessings.	  

DIOCESAN	  CHURCH	  WORKERS/WIVES	  ANNUAL	  SET-‐APART:	  
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Every	   year,	   all	   the	   Church	  workers	   and	  wives	   in	   this	   Diocese	   usually	   start	   their	  
work	  for	  the	  year	  with	  three	  days	  Set	  Apart.	  	  This	  year,	  this	  Set	  Apart	  for	  Clergy,	  
Church	   Teachers,	   and	   their	   wives	   was	   held	   on	   Thursday	   17th	   –	   Saturday	   19th	  
January,	  2013	  at	  Christ	  Anglican	  Church,	  Amichi.	  	  The	  theme	  for	  the	  retreat	  was,	  
“That	   I	   may	   know	   Him	   …”	   [Philippians	   3:10].	   	   The	   Guest	   Preacher	   was	   Ven.	  
Prosper	   Amah;	   and	   the	   Bible	   study	   was	   led	   by	   Ven.	   David	   Nonyelum.	   	   It	   was	  
indeed	  a	   time	  of	  spiritual	   refreshing.	   	  God	  used	  our	  resource	  persons	  to	  set	  the	  
right	  spiritual	  atmosphere	  for	  us	  to	  begin	  our	  work	  for	  the	  year.	  	  God	  will	  continue	  
to	  bless	  their	  ministries	  and	  make	  them	  worthy	  of	  His	  Kingdom	  on	  the	  last	  day	  in	  
Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  

DIOCESAN	  CRUSADE:	  

The	   first	   Diocesan	   Crusade	   organized	   by	   the	   Diocesan	   Evangelism	   and	  Mission	  
Committee	  was	  held	  from	  Friday	  23rd	  –	  Sunday	  25th	  November,	  2012	  at	  our	  newly	  
acquired	  land	  at	  Afube-‐Amichi.	  	  Being	  aware	  of	  our	  spiritual	  terrain,	  we	  chose	  the	  
theme	  of	  the	  Crusade	  as	  “Dealing	  with	  Faulty	  Foundations”.	  	  God	  used	  the	  guest	  
Preacher,	  Evang.	  Nnamdi	  Ezeh	  to	  do	  great	  and	  wonderful	  works.	  	  The	  programme	  
recorded	  a	  tremendous	  harvest	  of	  souls.	  	  The	  attendance	  to	  the	  programme	  both	  
by	  our	  own	  members	  and	  non-‐Anglicans	  was	  overwhelming.	   	   I	  want	   to	  specially	  
thank	   all	   the	   Clergymen	   and	   other	   Church	   workers	   in	   the	   Diocese	   for	   giving	  
maximum	   support	   and	   co-‐operation	   to	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   Mission	   and	  
Evangelism	  Committee	   in	  making	   the	  Crusade	   a	   great	   success.	   	  God	  bless	   all	   of	  
you.	  

MAIDEN	  DIOCESAN	  MISSION	  AND	  EVANGELISM	  WEEK:	  

The	  first	  Amichi	  Diocesan	  mission	  and	  Evangelism	  week	  was	  held	  from	  25th	  to	  30th	  
February,	   2013.	   	   It	   was	   organized	   and	   held	   simultaneously	   in	   all	   the	  
Archdeaconries	   in	   the	  Diocese.	   	  We	  are	  very	  glad	  and	  encouraged	  by	   the	   result	  
and	  success	  of	   the	  exercise.	   	  The	  Gospel	  was	  taken	  to	  the	  grassroot;	  souls	  were	  
won	  into	  God’s	  Kingdom	  through	  the	  conversion	  of	  people.	  	  Once	  again,	  we	  thank	  
the	   members	   of	   DAMEC	   for	   their	   zeal	   and	   commitment.	   	   Most	   of	   our	   Church	  
workers	  deserve	  commendations	   for	  a	   job	  well	  done.	   	  Even	  though	  the	  exercise	  
was	   adjudged	   successful	   generally,	   yet	   there	   are	   few	   places	   where	   their	  
Archdeacons	   and	   some	  Church	  workers	   did	   not	   take	   it	   serious.	   Some	  did	   it	   the	  
way	   they	   wanted,	   and	   not	   the	   way	   it	   was	   instructed	   to	   be	   done.	   	   The	   only	  
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comment	  I	  have	  in	  this	  regard	  is	  that	  this	  work	  and	  vineyard	  belong	  to	  God,	  and	  
definitely	   He	   will	   reward	   every	   one	   of	   us	   according	   to	   our	   deeds	   and	   level	   of	  
faithfulness.	   	   The	  Mission	   and	   Evangelism	  Week	   is	   now	   an	   annual	   event	  which	  
must	  be	  taken	  very	  seriously	  throughout	  the	  Diocese.	  

RETREAT	  FOR	  ALL	  P.C.C	  MEMBERS	  AND	  EXECUTIVE	  COMMITTEE	  MEMBERS	  OF	  
ALL	  ARMS	  AND	  ORGANIZATIONS:	  

We	  have	  made	   it	   a	   tradition	   in	   this	  Diocese	   to	  organize	   a	   special	   retreat	   at	   the	  
beginning	   of	   every	   year	   for	   the	   Parochial	   Church	   Committee	   Members	   and	   all	  
Executive	  members	  of	  all	  organizations	  in	  the	  Church.	  	  The	  essence	  of	  this	  annual	  
retreat	   is	   to	   re-‐awaken	   our	   consciousness	   to	   what	   our	   roles	   and	   duties	   are	   as	  
spiritual	  leaders	  of	  our	  Church	  at	  various	  levels.	  	  This	  year’s	  retreat	  was	  held	  at	  St.	  
Simon’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Ezinifite	   from	   Friday	   25th	   to	   Saturday	   26th	   of	   January,	  
2013.	  	  It	  is	  always	  a	  period	  of	  crucial	  interactive	  session	  where	  people	  are	  free	  to	  
ask	  any	  question	  on	  any	  issue	  concerning	  our	  Anglican	  Church	  and	  practices;	  and	  
also	   about	   some	  policies	   in	   the	  Diocese.	   	  We	   started	   the	   retreat	   each	  day	  with	  
Eucharistic	   Service.	   	   The	   resource	   persons	   were	   very	   wonderful	   in	   all	   their	  
presentation.	  

DIOCESAN	  SPECIAL	  SPIRITUAL	  PROGRAMMES:	  

[i]	   FIRST	  BORNS	  NIGHT:	  

This	  is	  a	  program	  specially	  designed	  for	  all	  the	  first	  children	  of	  their	  parents	  both	  
men	   and	  women.	   	   It	   is	  meant	   to	   address	   their	   peculiar	   needs	   and	   situations	   in	  
prayers	  and	  with	  the	  Word	  of	  God.	  	  The	  2012	  edition	  of	  the	  First	  Borns	  Night	  was	  
held	   in	  November	  21,	  2012	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  from	  
10	   pm	   till	   dawn.	   	   We	   were	   grossly	   overwhelmed	   by	   the	   growing	   number	   of	  
participants	  who	  travelled	  from	  far	  and	  wide	  transversing	  many	  states	  of	  Nigeria	  
to	  attend.	  	  The	  last	  edition	  attracted	  over	  three	  thousand	  participants.	  	  It	  is	  purely	  
a	  gathering	  of	  first	  sons	  and	  first	  daughters.	  	  The	  2013	  First-‐Borns	  Night	  will	  take	  
place	  on	  Friday	  29th	  November,	  2013	  at	  10.00	  pm.	  	  We	  encourage	  you	  to	  pray	  and	  
plan	  to	  come	  if	  you	  are	  in	  that	  category	  of	  persons.	  

	  

[ii]	   DIOCESAN	  COVENANT	  SUNDAY:	  
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The	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  usually	  worships	  together	  one	  Sunday	  in	  January	  to	  renew	  
our	  Covenant	  with	  God.	  	  This	  is	  usually	  done	  on	  the	  last	  Sunday	  of	  January	  every	  
year.	   	   It	   is	   a	   time	   of	   presenting	   ourselves,	   families,	   businesses,	   sources	   of	  
livelihood	  to	  God	  in	  Prayer.	  	  It	  is	  not	  limited	  to	  the	  members	  of	  the	  Diocese	  only	  
because	  people	   from	  all	  walks	  of	   life	   do	   attend.	   	   The	  2013	  edition	  of	   Covenant	  
Sunday	  took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  27th	  January,	  2013	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  	  We	  give	  all	  the	  
Glory	  to	  God	  for	  what	  He	  has	  been	  doing	  through	  these	  programmes.	  	  The	  topic	  
we	  handled	  this	  year	  was,	  “The	  Original	  Master	  Plan”.	  

[iii]	   DIOCESAN	  LENTEN	  MEDITATION:	  

Recognizing	   how	   important	   and	   central	   the	   Lenten	   season	   is	   to	   Christians	  
generally	  and	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  in	  particular,	  the	  Diocese	  has	  devised	  a	  means	  
of	   observing	   the	   Lenten	   season	   in	   grand	   style	   by	   worshipping	   together	   every	  
Wednesday	  in	  the	  Lenten	  period.	  	  This	  is	  rotated	  around	  Churches	  and	  Parishes	  in	  
the	  Diocese.	  	  The	  joy,	  fellowship	  and	  revival	  engendered	  through	  this	  have	  been	  
very	  enormous.	  	  Members	  wait	  for	  it	  each	  year	  with	  great	  zeal	  and	  expectation.	  	  It	  
has	   given	   great	   impetus	   and	   encouragement	   to	   small	   Churches	   or	   areas	   the	  
Anglican	   presence	   has	   hitherto	   not	   been	   felt.	   	   This	   year’s	   Diocesan	   Lenten	  
Meditations	  took	  place	  in	  the	  following	  Churches.	  

[a]	   St.	  Stephen’s	  Church,	  Osumenyi	   -‐	   20th	  February,	  2013.	  

[b]	   St.	  Philip’s	  Church,	  Amichi	   	   -‐	   27th	  February,	  2013.	  

[c]	   Ebenezer	  Church,	  Unubi	   	   	   -‐	   	  6th	  March,	  2013.	  

[d]	   Holy	  Trinity	  Church,	  Utuh	  	   	   -‐	   13th	  March,	  2013.	  

[e]	   St.	  Andrew’s	  Church,	  Ebenator	   	   -‐	   20th	  March,	  2013.	  

The	   Preachers	   in	   various	   Churches	   as	   presented	   above	   were:	   Revd.	   Canon	  
Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka;	   Revd.	   Canon	   Franklin	  Chukwudozie;	   Revd.	  Marcel	  
Ezegwu;	  Revd.	  Samuel	  Iwuorah;	  and	  Rt.	  Revd.	  E.O.	  Ikeakor	  who	  took	  the	  last	  date	  
to	  bless	  the	  people	  of	  God.	  

[iv]	   NIGHT	  OF	  EVIDENCE:	  

This	   programme	  which	   came	  on	  Good	   Friday	  Night	   29th	  March,	   2013	  witnessed	  
the	  largest	  turn	  out	  of	  crowd	  and	  participants	  in	  the	  history	  of	  Amichi	  Diocese.	  It	  
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was	  held	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Field.	  	  An	  estimated	  nine	  to	  ten	  thousand	  people	  from	  
many	   neighbouring	   states	   were	   in	   attendance.	   	   It	   was	   tagged,	   ”Good	   Friday	  
Special”.	   	  The	  high	  point	  of	  the	  programme	  was	  the	  massive	  harvest	  of	  souls.	   	  A	  
lot	  of	  people	  yielded	  their	  lives	  to	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	   after	   ministering	   on	   the	  
Topic,	  “My	  Evidence	  from	  Calvary”.	   	  The	  Praise	  section	  was	   led	  by	  Sis.	  Chinyere	  
Udoma.	  	  ‘Night	  of	  Evidence’	  will	  now	  be	  an	  annual	  event	  so	  as	  to	  appropriate	  the	  
reality	  of	   the	  Crucifixion	  of	   Jesus	  Christ	  on	   the	  Cross	   in	   the	   lives	  of	  people.	   	  We	  
give	  God	  all	   the	  praise	  and	  pray	   that	   those	  souls	   that	  were	  harvested	   for	  Christ	  
will	  remain	  in	  faith	  till	  the	  second	  coming	  of	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  in	  Glory.	  

[v]	   TRUMPET	  AND	  TRIUMPHANT	  NIGHT:	  

This	  is	  our	  annual	  ‘Praise	  Night’	  through	  which	  we	  render	  untetterred	  praise	  and	  
worship	  to	  the	  Almighty	  God	  for	  who	  He	  is,	  and	  the	  great	  things	  He	  has	  done	  for	  
us	   throughout	   the	   year.	   	   The	   2012	   Trumpet	   and	   Triumphant	  Night	   held	   on	   7th	  
December,	   2012	  at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	   St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	   from	  10	  pm	   till	  
dawn.	   	  Bro	   Israel	  Anyanele	  and	  his	  Agape	  Love	  Band	  from	  Aba	  were	  on	  hand	  to	  
lead	  the	  Praise	  galore.	  	  Also	  Nkwa	  Group	  from	  St.	  John’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Fegge-‐
Onitsha	  was	  also	  on	  hand	  to	  lead	  the	  people	  of	  God	  in	  worshipping	  God.	  	  It	  was	  
indeed	  a	  night	  that	  cannot	  be	  forgotten	  in	  haste.	  	  Our	  own	  Destiny	  Fulfillers	  Mass	  
Choir	   was	   not	   left	   out	   of	   the	   special	   Night	   as	   they	   rendered	   very	   scintillating	  
number	  to	  lift	  the	  spirit	  of	  the	  enthusiastic	  worshippers	  who	  filled	  the	  Cathedral	  
Church.	  

[vi]	   VALENTINE	  BANQUET:	  

The	   2013	   Valentine	   Banquet	   was	   held	   on	   Sunday	   10th	   February,	   2013	   at	   the	  
Cathedral	  field	  at	  12	  noon.	  There	  is	  no	  how	  we	  can	  run	  away	  from	  the	  reality	  that	  
Valentine	  Day	  celebration	  has	  come	  to	  stay	  among	  both	  the	  old	  and	  the	  young.	  	  
The	  Church	  can	  no	  longer	  stand	  aloof	  criticizing	  its	  celebration	  instead	  of	  getting	  
actively	  involved	  by	  changing	  the	  modalities	  and	  focus	  of	  the	  event.	  	  It	  is	  in	  a	  bid	  
to	  re-‐direct	  the	  celebrants	  of	  Valentine	  Day	  to	  bring	  honour	  and	  glory	  to	  God	  that	  
we	  by	  the	  help	  of	  God	  and	  His	  Holy	  Spirit	  have	  designed	  what	  we	  call	  “Valentine	  
Banquet”.	   	   This	   year’s	   Valentine	   Banquet	   brought	   together	   over	   one	   thousand	  
five	  hundred	  youths	  and	  adults	  married	  and	  single	   from	  various	  places.	   	  We	  are	  
almost	   sure	   of	   the	   numbers	   that	   attend	   each	   year	   because	   invitation	   cards	   are	  
sold	   though	   at	   a	   very	   subsidized	   cost	   compared	   to	   what	   the	   event	   costs	   the	  
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Diocese	  every	  year.	  	  The	  essence	  of	  the	  card	  is	  just	  to	  control	  the	  crowd,	  and	  also	  
give	  the	  packaging	  of	  the	  programme	  the	  special	  touch	  and	  dignity	  it	  entails.	  	  The	  
famous	   Glorious	   Singers	   from	   Enugu	   came	   around	   to	   grace	   the	   occasion.	   	   The	  
Kingdom	   Life	   Drama	   Group	   from	   Onitsha	   presented	   a	   very	   soul	   enriching	   and	  
challenging	  drama	  that	  made	  people	  to	  weep	  during	  and	  after	  watching	  it.	  	  There	  
was	  an	  interactive	  session	  when	  questions	  bordering	  on	  practical	  life	  experiences	  
and	   issues	  were	  discussed	  and	  everyone	  had	  opportunity	   to	  make	   input	  on	   the	  
issue	   raised.	   	   Young	   couples	   were	   treated	   to	   intimacy	   games	   where	   selected	  
couples	  who	  volunteered	  demonstrated	  how	   intimate	   they	  are	   to	   their	   spouses	  
by	  answering	  questions	  centred	  on	  their	  wives	  or	  husbands.	  	  By	  the	  grace	  of	  God,	  
soured	   relationships	   were	   healed	   and	   restored;	   youths	   were	   re-‐orientated	   on	  
relationships	   and	   love;	   and	   more	   importantly,	   many	   people	   surrendered	   their	  
lives	  to	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  We	  want	  to	  use	  this	  opportunity	  to	  appeal	  to	  our	  members	  
who	  can,	  to	  partner	  with	  us	   in	  this	  rescue	  mission	  by	  assisting	   in	  sponsoring	  the	  
programme.	   	  We	  spend	  close	   to	  one	  million	  naira	  or	  more	  each	  year	   in	  hosting	  
and	   packaging	   the	   programme.	   	   May	   God	   bless	   you	   richly	   and	   always	   as	   you	  
volunteer	  to	  partner	  with	  us.	  

PRAYER	  BREAKFAST:	  	  	  

This	   is	   a	   special	   monthly	   Prayer	   gathering	   aimed	   at	   blessing	   and	   empowering	  
God’s	  people	  at	  the	  turn	  of	  every	  new	  month.	   	   It	  holds	  on	  the	  first	  day	  of	  every	  
month	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  at	  6.00	  am.	   	  Through	  the	  
grace	  and	  mercy	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God,	  this	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  has	  been	  growing	  in	  
limbs	  and	  bounds.	   	   The	  attendance	   scope	   spans	   to	  all	   states	  of	   South-‐East,	   and	  
some	  South-‐South	  states.	  	  People	  even	  travel	  from	  far	  away	  Lagos	  and	  Abuja	  the	  
previous	  day	  so	  as	  to	  join	  in	  the	  programme	  the	  next	  day.	   	  So	  many	  testimonies	  
are	   shared	   as	   a	   result	   of	   what	   God	   is	   doing	   in	   it.	   	   We	   give	   all	   the	   Praise	   and	  
adoration	   to	   the	   only	   true	   and	   living	   God.	  We	   encourage	   those	   who	   have	   not	  
attended,	  to	  give	  it	  a	  trial	  and	  God	  will	  surely	  bless	  you.	  

EVENTS	  AND	  PROJECTS:	  

[a]	   CHURCH	  WORKERS	  AND	  WIVES	  END	  OF	  THE	  YEAR	  GET-‐TOGETHER:	  

This	   is	   an	   annual	   end	   of	   the	   year	   thank	   you	   Party	   and	   get-‐together	   for	   all	   the	  
Clergymen,	   Church	   Teachers,	   and	   their	   wives	   which	   hold	   in	   the	   Bishopscourt	  
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every	  year.	   	   The	  2012	  edition	  of	   the	  event	   took	  place	  on	  Friday,	  21st	  December	  
2012.	   	   The	   aim	   of	   this	   gathering	   is	   to	   share	   fellowship	   and	   encourage	   Church	  
workers	  who	  labour	  throughout	  the	  year	  in	  sustaining	  the	  Diocese.	  	  Gift	  items	  are	  
usually	  provided	  for	  the	  workers	  in	  the	  spirit	  of	  Christmas	  season.	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

WIDOWS	  CHRISTMAS	  PARTY:	  

This	  is	  one	  of	  our	  Welfare	  Evangelism	  Mechanisms	  which	  is	  organized	  for	  widows	  
especially	  those	  who	  don’t	  have	  helpers	  in	  their	  matrimonial	  homes.	  	  It	  was	  held	  
on	  Saturday,	  December	  22,	  2012	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  	  
Over	   six	  hundred	  widows	   from	  different	  parishes	   and	  even	   those	  who	  are	  non-‐
Anglicans	  benefitted	  from	  the	  exercise.	  	  Each	  widow	  went	  home	  with	  half	  bag	  of	  
rice	   and	   one	   carton	   of	   small-‐size	   tin	   tomatoes.	   	   They	   were	   also	   treated	   to	  
sumptuous	  lunch	  by	  Mama	  Amichi	  Diocese,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor,	  and	  the	  wives	  of	  
the	  Clergy.	  	  It	  was	  a	  very	  joyful	  and	  fulfilling	  programme.	  	  But	  most	  importantly,	  it	  
was	  a	   time	  of	   real	   fellowship	  where	   the	  Word	  of	  God	  was	  preached	  and	  taught	  
which	  led	  to	  some	  of	  them	  surrendering	  their	  lives	  to	  our	  Lord	  and	  Saviour	  Jesus	  
Christ.	  

I	  must	  sincerely	  thank	  and	  appreciate	  all	  our	  members	  who	  sacrificially	  supported	  
us	  to	  make	  that	  occasion	  a	  reality	  especially	  the	  gallant	  and	  noble	  Knights	  of	  our	  
Diocese	  who	  contributed	  substantially.	   	  Our	  Archdeacons	  and	  other	  Priests	  need	  
to	  be	  appreciated	  also	  for	  their	  support,	  commitment	  and	  encouragement.	   	  The	  
exercise	  to	  me	  is	  a	  very	  laudable	  one	  despite	  some	  challenges	  we	  are	  facing	  in	  its	  
organization	  due	  to	  human	  frailty	  and	  complex	  nature.	  

MOP	   UP	   RETREAT	   FOR	   KNIGHTS/LADIES,	   AND	   MAIDEN	   RE-‐DEDICATION	  
SERVICE:	  

In	  our	   resolve	   to	   carry	   every	  Knight	   and	   Lady	  along	   in	   the	  Diocese,	  we	   slated	  a	  
Mop	  up	  Retreat	  for	  all	  the	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  of	  our	  Diocese	  who	  for	  one	  reason	  
or	   the	  other	  were	  unable	   to	   attend	   the	   retreat	  organized	   for	   them	  at	  Agbarha-‐
otor	  in	  February,	  2012.	  	  This	  Mop	  up	  retreat	  took	  place	  on	  5th	  and	  6th	  April,	  2013	  
at	  Shalom	  Chapel,	  Bishopscourt,	  Amichi.	   	   The	   theme	  of	   the	   retreat	  was,	  “That	   I	  
may	  know	  Him”.	  	  We	  are	  very	  much	  encouraged	  by	  the	  wonderful	  response	  from	  
the	   affected	   Knights	   and	   Ladies.	   	  We	   thank	   all	   who	   attended	   and	   announce	   to	  
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those	  who	  did	  not	  attend	  that	  we	  cannot	  recognize	  you	  as	  a	  Knight	  or	  Lady	  in	  this	  
Diocese	  until	  you	  participate	  in	  the	  retreat.	  	  Since	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  has	  asked	  a	  very	  
pertinent	  question	  in	  Amos	  3:3,	  “Can	  two	  walk	  together	  except	  they	  agree”,	  I	  do	  
not	  see	  the	  possibility	  of	  walking	  with	  Knights	  who	  are	  purely	  uninterested	  in	  and	  
opposed	  to	  spiritual	  activities	  embedded	  in	  Knighthood	  Investiture.	  

Before	  this	  Synod	  rises,	   I	  will	  distribute	  to	  all	   the	  Knights	  and	  Ladies,	  the	  full	   list	  
containing	  the	  names	  of	  recognized	  and	  functional	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  of	  Diocese	  
of	  Amichi.	  	  To	  my	  mind,	  we	  have	  been	  patient	  enough,	  and	  the	  time	  to	  act	  is	  now.	  	  
Those	  who	  think	  that	  once	  you	  send	  money,	  that	  makes	  you	  a	  Knight;	  you	  are	  not	  
only	  wrong	  but	  mistaken.	   	  We	  did	  not	   investiture	  your	  ghost	  or	  your	  money.	   	   It	  
was	  you	  as	  a	  physical	  existing	  human	  being	  that	  took	  the	  investiture.	  	  The	  priority	  
here	   is	   –	   Physical	   Presence	   and	   participation	   first,	   then	   your	   financial	  
contribution.	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  we	  had	  our	  first	  re-‐dedication	  service	  for	  all	  the	  
Knights	   and	   Ladies	   on	   Sunday,	   7th	   April	   2013	   at	   Immanuel	   Anglican	   Church,	  
Ekwulumili.	  	  The	  response	  and	  attendance	  by	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  to	  this	  Service	  is	  
another	   positive	   indication	   that	   good	   days	   are	   ahead	   for	   Knighthood	   in	   our	  
Diocese.	   	  God	  bless	  all	  who	  attended.	   	   The	  Re-‐dedication	  Service	   is	  now	  annual	  
event	  which	  will	  be	  taking	  place	  on	  the	  first	  Sunday	  after	  Easter	  every	  year.	  	  

	  We	  have	  written	  a	  letter	  to	  the	  President	  of	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  Knights,	  Dr.	  Sir	  
Edwin	  Agbasimelo,	  and	  his	  executive	  committee	  asking	  them	  to	  nominate	  Novices	  
who	   will	   be	   investitured	   into	   Knighthood	   next	   year.	   	   I	   have	   fully	   left	   the	  
nomination	   of	   candidates	   for	   Knighthood	   into	   their	   hands,	   so	   that	   I	   can	  
concentrate	   on	   other	   things.	   	   I	   appeal	   to	   them	   to	   screen	   very	   strenuously	   and	  
painstakingly	   the	   people	   they	   will	   recommend	   for	   us.	   	   This	   is	   because	  
performance,	   commitment,	   and	   Christian	   testimony	   are	   the	   only	   acceptable	  
parameters.	   	   This	   does	   not	   in	   any	   way	   mean	   that	   any	   name	   they	   send	   to	   us	  
automatically	   scales	   through.	   	   I	   will	   also	   conduct	   my	   own	   screening	   on	   the	  
recommended	   candidates	   before	   their	   training	   will	   commence.	   	   May	   the	   Holy	  
Spirit	  of	  God	  guide	  you.	  	  Amen.	  

DEMISE	  OF	  REVD.	  CANON	  SUNDAY	  .C.	  UZOABAKA:	  

On	  the	  early	  hours	  of	  Monday,	  February	  4,	  2013	  we	  received	  with	  shock	  and	  grief	  
the	   death	   of	   our	   pioneer	   and	   immediate	   past	   Clerical	   Synod	   Secretary,	   Revd.	  
Canon	  Sunday	  .C.	  Uzoabaka.	  	  Although	  Canon	  Uzoabaka	  had	  health	  challenge,	  but	  
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nobody	   ever	   thought	   that	   it	   will	   lead	   to	   his	   death.	   	   It	   is	   a	   painful	   experience	  
because	  no	  Bishop	  ever	  prays	  to	  lose	  any	  of	  his	  Church	  workers	  in	  active	  service.	  	  
Canon	   Sunday	   Uzoabaka	   was	   buried	   in	   his	   home	   Church,	   St.	   Mary’s	   Anglican	  
Church,	  Umuomaku	  on	  Thursday	  11th	  April,	  2013.	  	  We	  must	  thank	  the	  Clergy	  and	  
their	   wives	   for	   their	   unflinching	   support	   and	   encouragement	   throughout	   that	  
turbulent	  period.	  	  May	  we	  please	  stand	  and	  observe	  a	  minute	  silence	  in	  honour	  of	  
this	  servant	  of	  God	  who	  has	  gone	  to	  be	  with	  the	  Lord.	  

OUR	  DIOCESAN	  HOSPITAL:	  

With	   a	   very	   gladsome	   and	   appreciative	   heart	   I	   inform	   you	   that	   full	   and	   total	  
renovation	   work	   has	   commenced	   earnestly	   in	   the	   hospital.	   	   All	   the	   wards,	  
administrative	   blocks,	   and	   theatre	   have	   been	   fully	   re-‐roofed.	   	   Two	   bungalow	  
buildings	   for	   doctors’	   residence	   have	   been	   started	   and	   finished.	   The	   theatre	   is	  
being	   equipped	   to	   standard	   so	   that	   full	   surgery	  will	   commence	   in	   earnest.	   	   All	  
these	   things	  would	  not	  have	  been	  possible	   if	   not	   for	   the	   large-‐heartedness	   and	  
commitment	   to	  masses-‐oriented	   pragmatic	   leadership	   of	   our	   dear	   Governor	   of	  
Anambra	  state,	  His	  Excellency,	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi	   [CON].	   	  At	   the	   time	  of	  writing	   this	  
address	  between	  February	  and	  May,	  2013,	  the	  Governor	  has	  released	  a	  total	  sum	  
of	   twenty-‐two	   million	   naira	   only	   [N22m]	   to	   us	   for	   the	   rehabilitation	   and	  
renovation	  of	  the	  hospital.	  He	  has	  even	  promised	  to	  do	  more	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  
the	  hospital	  meets	  the	  desired	  standard.	  	  Our	  Governor	  has	  also	  magnanimously	  
promised	  to	  give	  a	  brand	  new	  ambulance	  to	  the	  hospital	  before	  the	  end	  of	  June,	  
2013.	   	   I	  don’t	  really	  know	  how	  to	  thank	  our	  Governor	  to	  reveal	  the	  state	  of	  our	  
heart	   to	  him,	  but	   the	  only	   thing	  meaningful	  we	   can	   say	   is	   to	  pray	   the	  Almighty	  
God	  in	  whose	  name	  you	  are	  doing	  these	  things	  to	  continue	  to	  protect,	  bless,	  and	  
preserve	  you	  for	  this	  generation	  in	  the	  Name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  Amen.	  

It	  is	  in	  the	  spirit	  of	  re-‐positioning	  the	  hospital	  that	  we	  report	  to	  you	  that	  we	  have	  
relieved	   the	   former	   medical	   Superintendent	   in	   the	   person	   of	   Dr.	   Okwudili	  
Obiadazie	  of	  his	  appointment	  with	  the	  hospital.	  	  The	  only	  thing	  I	  need	  to	  say	  here	  
is	   that	  Dr.	  Okwudili	  Obiadazie	   dealt	  with	   us.	   	   He	   used	  our	   hospital	   to	  make	  his	  
money.	  But	   I	   think	   today	   is	  a	  new	  beginning.	   	  Running	  a	  hospital	   for	  us	  without	  
giving	  any	  account	  or	   financial	   report	   to	  us	   for	   these	   five	  years	  of	  Synod	  year	   is	  
both	   unheard	   of	   and	   unspeakable,	   but	   that	   was	   our	   experience	   with	   him.	   	   	   I	  
believe	  that	  showing	  him	  the	  way	  out	  of	  the	  hospital	   is	  a	  very	  good	  riddance	  of	  	  	  	  
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bad	   rubbish.	   	   Our	   patience	   and	   Christian	   magnanimity	   were	   stretched	   beyond	  
limit,	  and	  our	  Christian	  tolerance	  taken	  for	  granted.	  

During	  the	  plenary	  session,	  we	  will	  have	  a	  more	  detailed	  discussion	  to	  know	  what	  
really	  transpired	  and	  chart	  a	  new	  course.	   	  As	  part	  of	  the	  recovery,	  rehabilitation	  
and	   re-‐positioning	  of	   the	  hospital	   for	  optimal	  performance,	  we	  have	  prayerfully	  
appointed	  an	  acting	  Hospital	  Administrator	  for	  the	  hospital	  in	  the	  person	  of	  Revd.	  
Canon	  Samson	   Ikedinma.	   	  He	  has	   since	  assumed	  duty	  and	   the	   result	   in	   the	   few	  
months	  he	  has	  managed	  the	  hospital	  has	  been	  wonderful	  and	  overwhelming.	  	  In	  
order	   to	  make	   the	  hospital	   very	   functional,	  we	  have	   re-‐constituted	   the	  Hospital	  
Management	  Board	  thus:	  

	   [i]	   Sir	  Dr.	  Edwin	  Agbasimelo	  	   -‐	   Chairman	  

	   [ii]	   Mrs.	  Esther	  Maduka	   	   -‐	   Member	  

	   [iii]	   Lady	  Barr.	  Amaka	  Udogu	  	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   [iv]	   Mr.	  Chiedozie	  Ozodo	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   [v]	   Revd.	  Canon	  Oliver	  Chigbo	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   [vi]	   Ven.	  Henry	  Amobi	   	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   [vii]	   Revd.	  Canon	  Samson	  Ikedinma	  -‐	   Secretary	  

	   [viii]	   Sir	  Naboth	  N.C.	  Egbeigwe	   -‐	   Member	  

	   [ix]	   Sir	  Dr.	  A.B.	  	  Atuchukwu	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   [x]	   Mr.	  Christian	  Okwonna	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   [xi]	   Sir	  Anselem	  Obiagwu	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

	   [xii]	   Sir	  Christian	  .I.	  Nwosu	   	   -‐	   	  	  	  	  	  	  “	  

The	  re-‐constituted	  Board	  members	  will	  be	  dedicated	  tomorrow	  during	  our	  Synod	  
Sunday	  Service.	  	  Their	  terms	  of	  reference	  include:	  

[a]	   To	  reposition	  the	  hospital	  for	  optimal	  performance	  and	  productivity.	  	  

[b]	   To	  supervise	  and	  oversee	  the	  running	  of	  the	  hospital	   in	  line	  with	  standard	  
	   hospital	  rules	  and	  regulations.	  
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[c]	   To	  advertise,	  recruit,	  promote	  or	  demote	  as	  the	  case	  may	  be,	  the	  needed	  
staff	  	   of	  the	  hospital.	  

[d]	   To	  work	   in	   harmony	  with	   the	  hospital	   administrator	   to	   see	   that	   the	   aims	  
and	  	   objectives	  of	  setting	  up	  the	  hospital	  by	  the	  Diocese	  are	  realized.	  

[e]	   To	  suggest	  to	  the	  Bishop	  and	  advise	  him	  accordingly	  on	  issues	  bordering	  on	  
	   the	  professional	  and	  proficient	  running	  of	  the	  Hospital.	  

[f]	   To	   exercise	   a	   very	   strict	   and	   accountable	   oversight	   function	   over	   the	  
hospital	  	   management	  and	  all	  the	  employees	  there.	  

[g]	   To	  perform	   such	  other	   functions	   as	   the	  Bishop	  may	  deem	   fit	   to	   assign	   to	  
them	  	  	   from	  time	  to	  time.	  	  

	  

HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT,	  AMICHI:	  

To	   the	   Glory	   and	   Honour	   of	   the	   Almighty	   God,	   we	   dedicated	   the	  multi-‐million	  
three-‐storey	  hostel	  building	  of	  this	  Convent	  on	  Saturday	  6th	  October,	  2012.	  	  This	  is	  
one	  project	  we	  continue	  to	  thank	  God	  for.	  It	  has	  the	  capacity	  of	  accommodating	  
up	   to	   eight	   hundred	   students.	   	   In	   the	   same	   occasion,	   we	   commissioned	   the	  
classroom	  blocks	  of	  the	  Convent,	  and	  also	  dedicated	  the	  brand	  new	  forty-‐five	  [45	  
KVA]	  sound-‐proof	  generator	  provided	  by	  the	  Diocese	  for	  the	  School.	  	  Members	  of	  
Board	  of	  Governors,	  Priests	  of	  our	  Diocese	  and	  their	  wives,	  the	  principal,	  staff	  and	  
students	  were	  present	   to	  witness	   the	   joyful	  occasion.	   	  On	  Monday	  29th	  of	  April,	  
2013,	  we	  gladly	  laid	  the	  foundation	  stone	  of	  the	  Principal’s	  and	  senior	  staff	  house	  
of	   the	  Convent.	   	   By	   the	   special	  Grace	  of	  God,	  we	   intend	   to	  dedicate	   the	  house	  
sometime	  in	  October	  this	  year.	  	  The	  School	  has	  continued	  to	  grow	  in	  all	  spheres.	  	  
The	  result	  of	  the	  last	  year’s	  WASC	  Examination	  was	  greatly	  wonderful.	  	  The	  school	  
operates	  a	  zero	  tolerance	  to	  any	  form	  of	  examination	  malpractice.	   	  We	  strongly	  
believe	   that	   this	   year’s	   result	   will	   be	   very	   great.	   	   We	   have	   vowed	   never	   to	  
compromise	  high	  moral	  standard	  and	  academic	  excellence.	   	  Other	  details	  of	  the	  
school	  will	  be	  given	  by	  the	  Principal	  during	  her	  report	  presentation.	   	  Let	  me	  use	  
this	  medium	  to	  announce	  the	  appointment	  of	  Sir	  Dr.	  U.C.	  Nzewi;	  and	  Revd.	  Canon	  
Oliver	   Chigbo	   into	   the	   Board	   of	  Governors	   of	  Holy	   Child	   Convent,	   Amichi.	   	   This	  
appointment	  takes	  immediate	  effect.	  
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MASTER’S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI:	  

The	  Seminary	  has	  continued	  to	  be	  a	  source	  of	  joy	  to	  us	  because	  of	  the	  marvelous	  
things	  the	  Lord	  is	  doing	  there.	   	  Recently,	  we	  acquired	  two	  and	  half	  plots	  of	  land	  
behind	  the	  school	   for	   the	  purpose	  of	  building	  a	  standard	  and	  befitting	  hostel	  at	  
the	  cost	  of	  eight	  million	  naira	  [N8m],	  survey	  and	  agency	  fees	  inclusive.	  Because	  of	  
population	   upsurge	   in	   the	   school	   from	   far	   and	   near,	   we	   are	   now	   under	   very	  
serious	  pressure	  to	  have	  a	  new	  classroom	  block	  in	  place	  before	  September	  if	  we	  
must	  accommodate	  the	  over	  one	  hundred	  and	  thirty	  young	  boys	  who	  applied	  for	  
admission	  through	  the	  common	  entrance	  examination	  into	  JSS	  1	  alone.	  	  The	  new	  
structure	  has	  been	  started	  and	  we	  have	  cast	  the	  first	  deck	  of	  the	  house,	  moving	  
to	  the	  second	  deck.	  	  Because	  it	  is	  not	  conventional	  and	  proper	  to	  have	  a	  female	  to	  
head	   the	  Seminary	  as	  Principal,	  we	  have	   therefore	  appointed	   the	  Revd.	  Godson	  
Ugochukwu	   as	   the	   new	   Principal	   of	   the	   School.	   	   I	  must	   use	   this	   opportunity	   to	  
thank	  and	  appreciate	   the	  Pioneer	  Principal,	  Miss	   Esther	  Ogbaji	   for	   laying	  a	   very	  
solid	   foundation	   for	   the	   smooth	  and	   standard	   take	  off	   of	   the	   school	  which	  was	  
the	   major	   assignment	   given	   to	   her	   when	   we	   asked	   her	   to	   head	   the	   school	   at	  
incubation.	  	  Thank	  you	  immensely	  for	  doing	  exactly	  what	  we	  asked	  you	  to	  do	  for	  
us.	  	  God	  will	  without	  fail	  bless	  you	  abundantly.	  	  Let	  me	  also	  express	  our	  gratitude	  
to	  the	  P.T.A	  of	  this	  school	  for	  sponsoring	  the	  drilling	  and	  provision	  of	  a	  functional	  
borehole	   for	   the	   school.	   	   Thank	   you	   also	   for	   deciding	   to	   embark	   on	   the	  
construction	   of	   overhead	   water	   thanks	   for	   the	   school.	   	   I	   want	   to	   passionately	  
appeal	  to	  all	  our	  members	  both	  at	  home	  and	   in	  diaspora	  to	  please	  come	  to	  our	  
aid	   in	  providing	   the	  needed	  structures	   for	   the	   school.	   	  All	   the	   launchings	   in	   this	  
Synod	  both	  today	  and	  tomorrow	  will	  be	  fully	  channeled	  towards	  the	  completion	  
of	  the	  two	  storey	  building	  before	  September.	  	  By	  September,	  the	  school	  will	  be	  in	  
JSS	  III	  with	  a	  population	  of	  over	  three	  hundred	  students.	  	  God	  is	  indeed	  faithful.	  	  It	  
is	  very	  apt	  for	  me	  to	  thank	  the	  Chairman	  of	  the	  Board	  of	  Governors	  of	  the	  school,	  
Sir	  Dr.	  U.C.	  Nzewi	  for	  bringing	  his	  brother	  Dr.	  Azuka	  Nzewi	  who	  resides	  overseas	  
to	   donate	   Encyclopedia	   of	   twenty	   volumes	   to	   the	   Seminary	   recently.	   	  We	   also	  
thank	  Sir	  Dr.	  Jeff	  Okeke	  who	  is	  the	  Chairman	  of	  P.T.A	  of	  the	  school	  for	  the	  good	  
and	  encouraging	  job	  you	  and	  the	  other	  parents	  are	  doing	  there.	  	  God	  bless	  all	  of	  
you.	   	   The	   maiden	   Confirmation	   service	   of	   the	   seminary	   took	   place	   on	   5th	  
December,	  2012	  during	  which	  seventy	  students	  were	  confirmed	  by	  us.	  	  	  

DIOCESAN	  INTEGRATED	  POULTRY	  FARM:	  
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We	  thank	  God	  that	  finally	  we	  have	  established	  and	  stocked	  our	  Poultry	  farm	  with	  
birds.	  	  This	  has	  been	  a	  very	  capital-‐intensive	  project	  which	  has	  gulped	  millions	  of	  
naira.	  	  Presently,	  the	  poultry	  farm	  building	  phase-‐one	  has	  been	  fully	  completed	  to	  
standard.	   The	   first	   batch	   of	   five	   thousand	   birds	   has	   arrived	   and	   they	   are	   doing	  
very	  well.	  	  We	  have	  also	  built	  a	  five	  bedroom	  standard	  apartment	  for	  skeletal	  and	  
key	   staff	   of	   the	   farm	   inside	   the	   premises.	   	   This	   also	   involved	   some	  millions	   of	  
naira.	   	   We	   have	   extended	   PHCN	   light	   to	   the	   farm	   and	   also	   provided	   a	   small	  
standby	  generator	  which	  can	  serve	  the	  purpose	  for	  now.	   	  Our	  major	  target	   is	  to	  
establish	  an	   integrated	  Poultry	   farm	  which	  will	  have	   fifteen	   to	   twenty	   thousand	  
birds	   before	   the	   end	   of	   2014.	   	   Mr.	   Chukwudozie	   Ubah	   who	   is	   the	   pioneer	  
Manager	  of	   the	   farm/a	  Church	   Teacher	  deserves	  our	   special	   commendation	   for	  
his	  commitment,	  doggedness	  and	  zeal	  in	  managing	  the	  farm.	  	  As	  in	  other	  projects,	  
we	  need	   your	   assistance	   financially.	   	   All	  we	  are	   struggling	   to	  do	   is	   to	  make	  our	  
Diocese	  self-‐reliant	  and	  self-‐sustaining.	  	  But	  above	  all,	  to	  meaningfully	  reduce	  the	  
assessment	  burden	  carried	  by	  Churches	  in	  a	  few	  years	  to	  come.	  	  	  

	  

STATISTICS	  OF	  CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSIONS:	  

	   This	  statistics	  covers	  August	  2012	  to	  April,	  2013.	  

S
/
N	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  CHURCH	   	  	  	  	  	  
DATE	  

CONFIRM
ATION	  

MALE	  	  	  	  
FEMALE	  

GIR
LS’	  

GUI
LD	  

WO
MEN’
s	  

GUIL
D	  

MOTH
ERS’	  
UNIO
N	  

OFFER
INGS	  

	   AFTER	   	   2012	   DIOCESAN	  	  
SYNOD	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  N	  

	  

1.	   EBENEZER	   CHURCH,	  
UNUBI	  

08/0
7/12	  

11	   12	   5	   6	   3	   	  	  
7,225.
=	  

2.	   CHRIST	   ANGLICAN	  
CHURCH,	  AMICHI	  

15/0
7/12	  

8	   4	   4	   2	   2	   21,07
5.=	  
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3.	   ALL	   SAINTS’	   CHURCH,	  
OSUMENYI	  

02/0
9/12	  

5	   5	   10	   6	   2	   	  	  
7,685.
=	  

4.	   CHRIST	  CHURCH,	  ODIKPI-‐
OSUMENYI	  

23/0
9/12	  

2	   8	   2	   9	   -‐	   	  	  
4,345.
=	  

5.	   ST.	   STEPHEN’S	   CHURCH,	  
OSUMENYI	  

11/1
1/12	  

8	   23	   2	   10	   3	   14,93
5.=	  

6.	   HOLY	   CHILD	   CONVENT,	  
AMICHI	  

14/1
1/12	  

-‐	   65	   44	   -‐	   -‐	   17,20
0.=	  

7.	   ST.	   JAMES’	   CHURCH,	  
AZIGBO	  

25/1
1/12	  

8	   4	   7	   -‐	   3	   	  	  
8,355.
=	  

8.	   MASTER’S	   VESSEL	  
SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI	  

05/1
2/12	  

77	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   10,72
5.=	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

9.	   ST.	   PETER’S	   CHURCH,	  
AMICHI	  

20/0
1/13	  

5	   8	   2	   8	   -‐	   12,37
5.=	  

1
0.	  

CHURCH	   OF	   DIVINE	  
COMPASSION,	  AMICHI	  

17/0
2/13	  

4	   6	   4	   5	   3	   11,34
5.=	  

1
1.	  

ST.	   ANDREW’S	   CHURCH,	  
UNUBI	  

17/0
3/13	  

5	   10	   2	   3	   6	   11,30
5.=	  

1
2.	  

IMMANUEL	   CHURCH,	  
AKWAIHEDI	  

24/0
3/13	  

4	   13	   10	   23	   -‐	   	  	  
7,325.
=	  

1
3.	  

ST.ANDREW’S	   CHURCH,	  
EBENATOR	  

21/0
4/13	  

5	   8	   4	   1	   2	   18,75
0.=	  

	   TOTAL	   	   142	   16 96	   73	   24	   N152,
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6	   645.=	  

	  

WOMEN	  ORGANIZATIONS:	  

I	   want	   to	   sincerely	   appreciate	   the	   President	   of	   the	   Mothers’	   Union,	   Women’s	  
Guild,	  and	  Girls’	  Guild,	  my	  own	  very	  wife,	  Dame	  Nkem	   Ikeakor,	  and	   the	  women	  
organizations	   of	   this	   Diocese	   for	   being	   very	   supportive.	   	   They	   have	   not	   lagged	  
behind	  in	  any	  form	  in	  playing	  their	  expected	  roles	  in	  moving	  the	  Diocese	  forward.	  	  
During	   the	   Christmas	   widows’	   Party,	   they	   spent	   not	   less	   than	   five	   hundred	  
thousand	   naira	   [N500,000.=]	   to	   support	   the	   gesture.	   	   Their	   promptness	   in	   the	  
meeting	   of	   all	   their	   financial	   obligations	   to	   the	   Diocese	   is	   always	   very	  
commendable.	   	   May	   God	   continue	   to	   bless	   our	   women	   in	   Jesus	   Christ	   Name.	  	  
They	  have	  also	  established	  a	  buoyant	  piggery	  at	  Ezinifite,	  and	  drilled	  a	  functional	  
borehole	  there	  with	  overhead	  tanks.	  

RETIREMENT:	  

You	   will	   recall	   that	   we	   informed	   you	   that	   Revd.	   Canon	   Enoch	   .S.	   Umeoranefo	  
would	  retire	  from	  Church	  active	  service	  on	  31st	  December,	  2012.	  	  We	  are	  pleased	  
to	   let	  you	  know	  that	  by	   the	  Grace	  of	  God,	  he	  did	   retire	  healthily	  as	  announced,	  
and	  his	   full	   gratuity	  was	  paid	   to	  him	  by	   the	  Diocese.	   	   That	   indeed	   is	   a	  peaceful	  
retirement,	  and	  he	  has	  been	  participating	  in	  activities	  within	  the	  Diocese	  joyfully.	  	  
We	  continue	  to	  pray	  for	  him	  to	  enjoy	  his	  post-‐retirement	  life.	  	  On	  the	  other	  hand,	  
the	  Superannuation	  office	  wrote	  us	  in	  April	   informing	  us	  that	  Revd.	  Canon	  Peter	  
Nneji	  will	  retire	  from	  Service	  in	  December,	  2014.	  	  This	  is	  in	  keeping	  with	  their	  new	  
policy	  of	  giving	  prospective	  retirees	  not	  less	  than	  one	  year	  notice	  to	  enable	  them	  
adjust	  gradually	  and	  comfortably.	  	  Let	  us	  continue	  to	  pray	  for	  him	  for	  good	  health	  
and	  strength	  to	  cope	  in	  the	  job	  pending	  the	  official	  retirement	  period.	  

	  

WEFARE/SCHOLARSHIP	  PROGRAMME:	  

To	  me,	  it	  will	  be	  like	  blowing	  our	  trumpet,	  and	  also	  contrasting	  the	  Bible	  principle	  
if	  we	  begin	  to	  mention	  names	  of	  people	  who	  have	  benefitted	  from	  this	  package.	  	  
But	  suffice	   it	  to	  say	  that	  many	  young	  people	  are	  in	  various	   institutions	  of	  higher	  
learning	  through	  our	  Diocesan	  Welfare	  and	  Scholarship	  programme.	  	  Some	  other	  
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people	  have	  their	  hospital	  bills	  paid,	  yet	  others	  have	  their	  businesses	  supported	  
financially	  to	  encourage	  them.	  	  The	  full	  records	  of	  these	  things	  are	  with	  us	  in	  the	  
office	   of	   the	   Accountant.	   	   Some	   are	   assisted	   in	   securing	   admissions	   but	   the	  
persons	  must	  merit	  it	  and	  be	  a	  full	  and	  committed	  member	  of	  the	  Church.	  	  I	  want	  
to	  once	  again	  appeal	  to	  Archdeacons	  and	  vicars	   in	  Churches	  to	  take	  the	  issue	  of	  
welfare	  of	  our	  members	  very	  serious.	  	  A	  situation	  where	  a	  parishioner	  will	  have	  a	  
minor	   problem	   of	   about	   three	   thousand	   naira	   only,	   and	   will	   be	   advised	   by	   his	  
priest	  to	  go	  to	  the	  Bishop	  is	  not	  only	  embarrassing	  but	  also	  very	  unacceptable.	  

WEDDING	  BEFORE	  TRADITIONAL	  MARRIAGE:	  

It	   has	   become	   imperatively	   expedient	   to	   state	   the	   stand	  of	   the	  Diocese	   on	   this	  
subject	  matter.	   	  This	   is	   so	  because	  of	  myriads	  of	  questions	  and	  comments	   from	  
our	  members	  especially	  those	  domiciled	  outside	  the	  Diocese.	  	  Secondly,	  because	  
some	   neighbouring	   and	   sister	   Dioceses	   have	   seen	   it	   as	   an	   avenue	   for	   cheap	  
Evangelism	  and	   scouting	   for	  membership	   and	   acceptability.	   	   To	  me,	   the	  Church	  
exists	  for	  the	  Truth.	  	  We	  are	  in	  the	  world	  but	  not	  of	  the	  world.	  	  A	  true	  Church	  of	  
Jesus	  Christ	   should	  not	  operate	  on	   the	  principle	  of	  “What	   is	   convenient	   for	   the	  
People”,	  rather	  the	  Church	  should	  stand	  on	  “What	  is	  right	  and	  proper”.	  	  Based	  on	  
the	   foregoing,	   I	   want	   to	   state	   categorically	   once	   more	   that	   the	   new	   trend	   of	  
having	  Church	  wedding	  early	  in	  the	  morning,	  and	  going	  for	  traditional	  marriage	  in	  
the	   evening	   of	   the	   same	  day	   is	   not	   acceptable	   in	   this	  Diocese.	   	   This	   dangerous	  
trend	   of	   giving	   people	   what	   they	   want	   instead	   of	   what	   they	   need	   is	   not	   only	  
reducing	   the	   Church	   to	   a	   mere	   social	   gathering	   seeking	   for	   recognition	   and	  
acceptance	   by	   the	   world	   but	   destroying	   it	   also.	   	   When	   have	   our	   culture	   even	  
allowed	   one	   to	   take	   somebody’s	   daughter	   to	   the	   altar	   without	   completing	   all	  
necessary	   traditional	   rites?	   	  What	   is	   the	  origin	  and	  essence	  of	  asking	  during	   the	  
Church	  wedding,	  “Who	  gives	  this	  woman	  to	  be	  married	  to	  this	  man”?	  	  	  Is	  it	  not	  to	  
be	   very	   sure	   that	   every	   traditional	   rite	   has	   been	   fulfilled,	   and	   that	   makes	   the	  
father	   or	   the	   representative	   of	   the	   father	   to	   come	   forward	   and	   hand	   over	   the	  
bride	  to	  the	  bridegroom?	  	  My	  final	  word	  on	  this	  is,	  ‘People	  may	  abhor	  and	  detest	  
the	  truth	  today,	  but	  one	  day,	  they	  will	  not	  only	  desire	  the	  truth	  but	  will	   revolt	  
against	  error	  and	  falsehood’.	  

CONGRATULATIONS	  FOR	  NEW	  BABIES:	  
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All	  things	  come	  from	  God,	  and	  children	  are	  heritage	  of	  the	  Lord,	  and	  the	  fruit	  of	  
the	  womb	  is	  a	  reward	  from	  Him.	  	  As	  we	  thank	  God	  for	  safe	  delivery	  of	  these	  new	  
babies,	   let	  me	  congratulate	  these	  servants	  and	  priests	  of	  God	  who	  were	  blessed	  
with	  new	  babies	  within	  the	  Synod	  year	  under	  review.	  	  They	  are:	  

	   [a]	   Revd.	  Canon	  &	  Mrs.	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	  

	   [b]	   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Samuel	  Omuka	  –	  Bishop’s	  Chaplain	  

	   [c]	   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Patrick	  Onwuzuruike	  

	   [d]	   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Pascal	  Umeoduagu	  

	   [e]	   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Promise	  Alor	  

	   [f]	   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  Chukwunonso	  Chijindu	  

	   [g]	   Revd.	  &	  Mrs.	  	  Samuel	  Iwuorah.	  

May	   all	   these	   children	   be	   nurtured	   in	   the	   way	   of	   God	   to	   represent	   the	   true	  
Priestly	  and	  Levitical	   families	   they	  came	   from	  through	   Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord	  and	  
Saviour.	  	  Amen.	  

THE	  STATE	  OF	  THE	  NATION:	  

ANAMBRA	  STATE/GOVERNORSHIP	  ELECTION:	  

One	   basic	   thing	   we	   must	   not	   run	   away	   from	   at	   anytime	   especially	   as	   Church	  
leaders	   is	  to	  speak	  the	  truth	  and	  nothing	  but	  the	  truth	  at	  all	  times.	  Obviously,	   it	  
may	  hurt	  some	  people	  and	  make	  them	  feel	  either	  disgusted	  with	  you	  or	  disagree	  
with	   you.	   What	   I	   am	   saying	   in	   essence	   here	   is	   to	   first	   of	   all	   congratulate	   our	  
governor,	   His	   Excellency,	   Mr.	   Peter	   Obi	   as	   he	   winds	   up	   and	   consummates	   his	  
second	  tenure	  in	  office.	  	  It	  may	  interest	  us	  to	  know	  that	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi	  is	  the	  first	  
governor	  to	  have	  governed	  our	  state	  Anambra	  for	  two	  consecutive	  tenures.	  	  This	  
is	   a	   rare	   feat.	   	   Furthermore,	   I	   want	   to	   categorically	   say	   without	   fear	   of	  
contradiction	  that	  even	  though	  Peter	  Obi	  cannot	  be	  labeled	  a	  Saint	  in	  his	  policies	  
and	  governance,	  but	   I	  must	   say	   that	  he	  has	  not	  done	  very	  badly.	   	  He	  has	  given	  
governance	  in	  Anambra	  state	  both	  a	  human	  face,	  and	  also	  a	  touch	  of	  decency	  and	  
focus.	   	   I	   am	   confidently	   saying	   these	   things	   because	   he	   is	   not	   involved	   in	   the	  
forth-‐coming	   election	   at	   least	   as	   a	   candidate,	   lest	   any	   person	   accuses	   me	   of	  
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campaigning	   for	   him	   openly.	   Removing	   the	   name	   of	   Anambra	   state	   from	  
perennial	  debtor	  states	  needs	  special	  commendation.	  	  May	  God	  bless	  you	  in	  your	  
future	   endeavours	   and	   political	   desire	   for	   repositioning	   education,	   health-‐care,	  
and	   infrastructural	   development	   in	   our	   dear	   state.	   	  Make	   sure	   you	   bow	   out	   in	  
honour	  and	  integrity.	  

SPECIAL	  APPEAL	  TO	  OUR	  GOVERNOR:	  

Last	  year,	   I	  remember	  that	  we	  complained	  in	  our	  Presidential	  address	  about	  the	  
snail-‐speed	   at	   which	   the	   construction	   work	   was	   going	   on	   in	   Azigbo-‐Amichi-‐
Osumenyi-‐Akwaihedi	  road.	   	  May	  I	  herein	  thank	  our	  governor	  for	  the	  completion	  
of	  the	  work.	  	  But	  I	  want	  to	  passionately	  appeal	  to	  you	  to	  come	  to	  our	  rescue	  as	  it	  
concerns	   the	   Amichi-‐Ekwulumili-‐Unubi	   axis	   of	   the	   Onitsha-‐oba-‐Nnewi-‐Amichi-‐
Okigwe	   Road	   Construction.	   	   The	   road	   construction	   was	   just	   terminated	  
immediately	  after	  Nnewi	  leaving	  the	  Amichi	  axis	  completely	  unattended	  to.	  	  What	  
has	  given	  birth	   to	   this	   selective	  attention	  and	  attitude	   in	   that	   road	  construction	  
has	  remained	  a	  mystery	  to	  us.	  	  Even	  though	  we	  know	  that	  it	  is	  a	  Federal	  Road,	  but	  
what	  has	  pushed	  it	  from	  Onitsha	  and	  stopped	  after	  Nnewi	  should	  be	  given	  serious	  
attention.	   	   Your	  Excellency,	  we	  are	   feeling	  highly	  neglected	  and	   ignored.	   	   If	   this	  
road	  is	  done,	  I	  am	  quite	  sure	  that	  many	  business	  and	  economic	  opportunities	  will	  
be	   opened	   for	   people	   in	   this	   area.	   	   The	   area	   in	   question	   is	   not	  more	   than	   five	  
kilometers.	  	  We	  need	  your	  kind	  and	  immediate	  action	  on	  this	  matter	  so	  that	  what	  
we	  have	  been	  suffering	  during	  previous	  rainy	  seasons	  will	  not	  be	  experienced	  this	  
year.	   	   The	   situation	  has	  deteriorated	   to	   the	  extent	   that	   for	   two	   years	   now,	  our	  
Diocese	  has	  been	  spending	  nothing	  less	  than	  one	  million	  naira	  [N1m]	  each	  rainy	  
season	   to	   do	   some	   palliative	   works	   on	   the	   road	   to	   make	   it	   a	   bit	   motorable.	  	  	  
Please,	  come	  to	  our	  rescue	  and	  give	  us	  a	  sense	  of	  belonging.	  

Secondly,	   while	   thanking	   your	   Excellency	   for	   the	   release	   of	   the	   first	   tranche	   of	  
fund	   to	   Churches	   for	   the	   renovation	   and	   reconstruction	   of	   primary	   schools	  
returned	   to	   Church	   Missions,	   I	   want	   to	   passionately	   appeal	   to	   you	   to	   remove	  
every	  bureaucratic	  bottlenecks	  artificially	  put	   in	  place	  by	  ASUBEB	  to	  scuttle	  easy	  
assess	   to	   the	   fund,	  by	   releasing	  another	   tranche.	   	  The	  money	   released	   to	   those	  
involved	   has	   been	   used	   for	   the	   purpose	   judiciously	   and	   retired	   properly	   as	  
demanded.	  The	  continual	  withholding	  of	   such	   fund	   is	  dangerously	  affecting	  and	  
negating	  the	  essence	  of	  the	  return	  of	  the	  schools	  to	  the	  Church.	  
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GOVERNORSHIP	  ELECTION:	  

No	   doubt	   the	   stage	   is	   set;	   the	   atmosphere	   is	   getting	   charged,	   political	  
permutations	   and	   Arithmetic	   are	   in	   top	   gear.	   	   Candidates	   both	   serious	   and	  
laughable	  ones	  are	  hoisting	  their	  bill	  boards	  everywhere.	  	  But	  the	  simple	  question	  
beckoning	  for	  answer	  from	  both	  the	  candidates	  and	  electorates	  is:	  What	  do	  they	  
want?	  Secondly,	  what	  do	  they	  need?	  	  Must	  every	  rich	  man	  in	  Anambra	  state	  end	  
up	  being	   the	  governor	  of	   the	  state?	   	   Is	  wealth	  synonymous	  with	   leadership	  and	  
governance?	  	  Does	  it	  really	  follow	  that	  financial	  buoyancy	  bequeaths	  intellectual	  
buoyancy	  and	  administrative	  proficiency	  on	  the	  rich?	  	  I	  don’t	  think	  so.	  	  God	  in	  His	  
infinite	   wisdom	   and	   majesty	   has	   endowed	   men	   variously	   and	   variedly.	   	   The	  
greatest	  asset	  and	  costliest	  commodity	  any	  leader	  should	  posses	  not	  in	  depletable	  
proportion	   is	   practical	   and	   implementable	   ideas	   with	   which	   he	   will	   work	  
unimpeded	  for	  the	  benefit	  of	  the	  masses	  and	  not	  his	  or	  her	  cronies.	   	  The	  era	  of	  
political	  brigandry	   is	  gone	   in	  Anambra	  state.	   	   Likewise,	   the	  era	  of	   senseless	  and	  
ruthless	  looting	  of	  government	  treasury	  is	  also	  buried.	  	  What	  exactly	  am	  I	  trying	  to	  
say	   as	   far	   as	   the	   forthcoming	   Governorship	   election	   is	   concerned	   in	   Anambra	  
state?	   	   Let	  me	   suggest	   that	   every	   voter/electorate	   in	   the	   forthcoming	   election	  
should	  answer	  these	  questions	  as	  they	  concern	  all	  the	  candidates	  canvassing	  for	  
our	  votes:	  

[a]	   Who	  is	  this	  man	  coming	  to	  govern	  us?	  

[b]	   What	  is	  the	  source	  of	  his	  wealth?	  

[c]	   What	  type	  of	  politician	  is	  he?	  

[d]	  	   Has	  he	  any	  leadership	  pedigree,	  and	  if	  yes,	  what	  are	  they?	  	  

[e]	   What	  is	  his	  manifesto,	  and	  is	  he	  willing	  to	  defend	  the	  manifesto	  in	  a	  public	  
	   debate?	  

[f]	   What	   is	   the	  authenticity	  and	  reliability	  of	   the	  education	  qualifications	  and	  
	   certificates	  he	  brandishes?	  

[g]	   If	   he	   has	   held	   any	   leadership	   or	   political	   position,	   what	   were	   his	  
	   achievements,	  antecedents	  and	  modus	  operandi	  in	  that	  position?	  

[h]	   What	  is	  his	  real	  political	  agenda	  for	  the	  state?	  	  



192	  
	  

[i]	   Has	  he	  any	  covert	  or	  overt	  affiliation	  to	  any	  deity,	  idol	  or	  satanic	  shrine?	  

[j]	   Is	   he	   a	   denominational	   bigot	   who	   will	   run	   the	   state	   in	   favour	   of	   one	  
	   denomination	  to	  the	  detriment	  of	  others?	  

[k]	   Does	  he	  have	  a	  peaceful	  transparent	  good	  marriage	  and	  family?	  

[l]	   Does	   this	   person	   have	   any	   noticeable	   fear	   of	   God,	   and	   value	   for	   human	  
lives?	  

[m]	  	   Does	  he	  believe	  in	  free	  and	  fair	  election?	  

[n]	   Does	  he	  see	  the	  contest	  as	  a	  game	  or	  a	  do-‐or-‐die	  affair?	  

[o]	   Is	  he	  in	  touch	  with	  the	  grassroots?	  

[p]	   Does	   he	   live	   ostentatious	   and	   ambiguous	   life-‐style	   far	   above	   the	  masses	  
and	  	   the	  state?	  

[q]	   What	  are	  his	  cardinal	  agenda	  for	  Education,	  Health	  care,	  Civil	  service,	  Youth	  
	   Empowerment	  and	  Employment,	  Technical	  and	  vocational	  training?	  

Even	   though	   these	  questions	   are	  not	   exhaustive,	   but	   any	   candidate	  who	   scores	  
highest	   in	   the	   above	   questionnaire	   to	   my	   mind	   can	   deliver	   to	   the	   people	   of	  
Anambra	  state.	  	  We	  are	  not	  looking	  for	  a	  perfect	  man	  because	  we	  can	  never	  find	  
any,	  but	  we	  really	  need	  to	  do	  what	  we	  are	  supposed	  to	  do	  as	  human	  beings	  and	  
leave	   the	   unknown	   to	   God.	   	   If	   we	   ever	   get	   it	   wrong	   this	   time	   around,	   we	   are	  
heading	  to	  irrecoverable	  disaster	  and	  catastrophe.	  

Furthermore,	  there	  is	  a	  very	  good	  saying	  that,	  “The	  only	  way	  for	  evil	  to	  thrive	  is	  
for	   good	   men	   who	   ought	   to	   do	   something	   keep	   mute	   and	   refuse	   to	   do	  
anything”.	   	   Let	   every	   true	   lover	   of	   Anambra	   state	   make	   sure	   you	   have	   your	  
genuine	  voter’s	  card.	  	  Do	  not	  sit	  on	  the	  fence	  and	  keep	  on	  criticizing	  the	  process	  
and	  the	  system.	  

CHURCH	  LEADERS	  IN	  ANAMBRA	  STATE:	  

This	   is	   the	   moment	   of	   truth.	   	   Are	   we	   really	   ready	   for	   the	   truth?	   	   Dissecting	  
political	  activities	  and	  governance	  into	  denominational	  halves	  is	  an	  evil	  wind	  that	  
will	  definitely	  blow	  no	  one	  any	  good.	  	  The	  prayer	  of	  the	  Church	  should	  be,	  “Lord,	  
let	   your	  Will	   be	   done;	   and	   not	   “Lord	  my	  member	  must	  win	  whether	   he	   is	   the	  
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right	  person	  or	  not”.	  	  It	  may	  interest	  us	  to	  know	  that	  most	  of	  the	  politicians	  have	  
no	  Church	  agenda	  or	  righteous	  governance	  in	  their	  programme.	  	  They	  only	  tell	  us	  
what	  we	  want	  to	  hear	  so	  that	  they	  can	  use	  the	  Church	  as	  a	  bridge	  to	  across	  over.	  	  
It	   is	  a	  well	  known	  fact	  and	  truth	  that	  the	  clamour	  for	  denominational	   inclination	  
of	   candidates	   is	   caused	   by	   Roman	   Catholics	   in	   positions	   of	   authority	   and	  
leadership	  who	   can	   stop	   at	   nothing	   in	  muzzling	   out	   and	   frustrating	   any	   person	  
who	  is	  not	  their	  member.	  	  This	  is	  not	  a	  hidden	  truth	  but	  one	  everybody	  is	  afraid	  to	  
speak.	   	   I	   know	  a	   state	   in	   this	   South-‐East	  where	   immediately	   a	   candidate	  of	   the	  
Roman	   Catholic	   extraction	   won	   the	   governorship	   election	   of	   the	   state,	   and	   a	  
group	   of	   Pastors	   under	   the	   agis	   of	   Pentecostal	   Fellowship	   of	   Nigeria	   went	   to	  
congratulate	   him,	   he	   blatantly	   and	   boldly	   told	   them	   never	   to	   come	   to	   see	   him	  
again	  unless	  a	  Reverend	  Father	  brings	  them	  to	  him.	  	  	  No	  candidate	  from	  another	  
denomination	  can	  say	  such	  a	   thing,	  and	  of	  course	   the	  man	  that	  handed	  over	   to	  
him	   carried	   everybody	   along	   in	   his	   tenure	   and	   ensured	   equity,	   justice	   and	   fair	  
play.	  

Having	  said	  that,	  I	  humbly	  plead	  with	  all	  Church	  denominations	  in	  Anambra	  state	  
and	  Church	   leaders	   to	  pray	   for	  God’s	  own	  candidate	   to	  emerge	  and	  govern	  our	  
dear	   state.	   	  God	  has	  warned	   that	  He	  will	   deal	  with	   any	  Church	   leader	  who	  will	  
stand	  on	  His	  Way	  in	  the	  forthcoming	  election.	  	  Let	  us	  pray	  and	  vote	  for	  him	  who	  
will	  take	  Anambra	  state	  to	  the	  promise	  land.	  	  The	  time	  to	  act	  is	  now.	  The	  Church	  
in	  Anambra	  state	  is	  becoming	  more	  partisan	  than	  spiritual.	  	  Very	  deadly!	  

INSECURITY	  AND	  CORRUPTION	  IN	  NIGERIA:	  

There	  is	  no	  need	  in	  stating	  the	  obvious	  that	  insecurity	  remains	  one	  of	  the	  greatest	  
challenges	  facing	  the	  Nigeria	  nation	  and	  the	  administration	  of	  President	  Goodluck	  
Ebele	   Jonathan,	   GCFR.	   	   Be	   that	   as	   it	  may,	   the	   turn	   of	   events	   and	   the	  way	   and	  
manner	  the	  Federal	  Government	  is	  going	  about	  it	   is	   leaving	  much	  to	  be	  desired.	  	  
The	   recent	   decision	   of	   the	   President	   to	   grant	   amnesty	   to	   the	  members	   of	   the	  
Boko	  haram	   sect	   is	   still	   a	   shocker	   and	   a	   surprise	   to	   any	   right	   thinking	  Nigerian.	  	  
How	  on	  earth	  did	  the	  President	  and	  his	  advisers	  arrive	  at	  this	  decision?	  	  	  Do	  you	  
grant	   amnesty	   to	   unrepentant	   murderers?	   	   Does	   our	   President	   and	   and	   by	  
extension	  his	  men	  really	  know	  the	  demand	  of	  the	  Boko	  haram	  sect?	  Do	  you	  grant	  
amnesty	   to	   criminals	  who	  have	  no	   justifiable	   course	   they	   are	   fighting	   for?	   	   The	  
demand	   of	   the	   sect	   is	   that	   they	   want	   the	   complete	   Islamization	   of	   the	   whole	  
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country.	   	  The	  second	  demand	   is	   that	   they	  don’t	  want	  any	  Western	  education	   in	  
Nigeria.	   	   How	   can	   amnesty	   pacify	   such	   a	   demand?	   	   As	   long	   as	   I	   know	   and	   can	  
recollect,	  before	  you	  can	  offer	  any	  amnesty	  to	  any	  person	  or	  group	  of	  persons,	  it	  
must	  be	  preceded	  by	  meaningful	  dialogue	  where	   their	  perceived	  grievances	  are	  
laid	   on	   the	   table.	   	   Anything	   that	   comes	   to	   Nigeria	   is	   sure	   bound	   to	   be	   abused	  
including	  amnesty.	  	  It	  was	  last	  year	  that	  the	  governor	  of	  a	  state	  declared	  that	  he	  
wants	  to	  grant	  amnesty	  to	  kidnappers	  and	  armed	  robbers.	  	  One	  of	  the	  definitions	  
of	  amnesty	  says,	  “It	  is	  a	  period	  during	  which	  the	  offender	  may	  admit	  to	  certain	  
crimes	   or	   infringements	  without	   penalty”.	   	   Has	   the	   Boko	   haram	   sect	   admitted	  
that	  they	  have	  committed	  any	  crime	   in	  senselessly	  killing	  thousands	  of	   innocent	  
Nigerians	  without	  any	  provocation?	  	  Have	  they	  said	  and	  admitted	  that	  they	  have	  
infringed	   on	   the	   fundamental	   human	   rights	   of	   Nigerians	   by	   denying	   them	  
freedom	  of	  Religion	  and	  worship.	  	  So	  what	  then	  is	  the	  basis	  for	  the	  hasty	  and	  in-‐
calculative	   amnesty	   offer?	   	  We	   are	   really	   sending	   the	  wrong	   signal	   to	   criminals	  
and	  criminality.	  	  It	  is	  more	  laughable	  if	  we	  view	  the	  offer	  in	  the	  light	  of	  what	  Chief	  
Femi	   Falana	   said	   in	   a	   recent	   public	   lecture	   in	   Edo	   state	   recently.	   	   He	   said,	   “In	  
America,	  when	  a	  crime	  is	  committed,	  like	  in	  the	  Boston	  bombing,	  the	  President	  
will	  come	  out	  openly	  and	  say,	  “We	  will	  get	  to	  the	  root	  of	  the	  matter,	  and	  we	  will	  
arrest	   them;	  but	   in	  Nigeria	  when	  a	  crime	   is	  committed,	  our	   leaders	  will	   say	   to	  
the	  criminals,	  “Come	  we	  will	  pay	  you”.	  	  It	  is	  quite	  unfortunate.	  	  Let	  our	  President	  
retrace	  his	  steps	  and	  rescind	  this	  decision	  of	  granting	  amnesty	  to	  a	  faceless	  group	  
of	   wrong	   thinking	   individuals.	   	   Those	   northern	   leaders	   who	   are	   equating	   the	  
activities	  of	   the	  Boko	  haram	   sect	  with	   that	  of	   the	  Niger	  Delta	  Militants	   are	   just	  
celebrated	  hypocrites	  and	  pathological	  lies.	  	  The	  Niger	  Delta	  militancy	  was	  a	  case	  
and	  agitation	  based	  on	  gross	  environmental	  degradation,	  deprivation	  and	  neglect.	  

	  

CORRUPTION	  IN	  NIGERIA:	  

This	  is	  one	  subject	  matter	  I	  do	  not	  feel	  comfortable	  talking	  about.	  	  It	  is	  because	  it	  
seems	  that	   the	  more	  you	  discuss	   it,	   the	  more	   it	   is	   slipping	  off	  our	  hands.	   	  From	  
year	   to	   year,	   there	   is	   no	   major	   case	   of	   convicted	   politicians	   or	   government	  
contractors	  who	   commit	   heinous	   financial	   crimes	   in	   this	   country.	   	  What	   baffles	  
every	  sensible	  and	  morally	  upright	  Nigerian	  is	  the	  basis,	  and	  consideration	  which	  
led	  our	  President	  to	  grant	  Dieprieye	  Alamiesegha	  the	  recent	  presidential	  pardon.	  	  
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Is	  this	  not	  a	  clear	  and	  astute	  testimony	  that	  crimes	  and	  criminality	  have	  not	  only	  
been	  enthroned	  but	  also	  legalized?	  	  This	   is	   indeed	  ridiculous.	   	  Every	  facet	  of	  our	  
national	   life	   is	   getting	   neck	   deep	   into	   corruption	   and	   nothing	   tangible	   and	  
practical	   is	   being	   done.	   	   Recently	   there	   was	   an	   issue	   raised	   in	   the	   National	  
Assembly	  about	  the	  demands	  and	  gratifications	  made	  and	  given	  before	   jobs	  are	  
secured	   in	   the	   Federal	   Civil	   Service.	   	   Some	   of	   our	   legislators	   were	   not	   even	  
ashamed	  to	  state	  openly	  how	  they	  paid	  hundreds	  of	  thousand	  of	  naira	  on-‐behalf	  
of	   their	   relatives	   to	   secure	   decent	   and	   desirable	   jobs	   for	   them.	   	   As	   usual,	   they	  
raised	   their	   voices	   and	   made	   their	   customized	   rowdy	   and	   traditional	   noise	  
without	   any	   tangible	   action	   plan	   to	   stop	   the	   shameful	   development	   and	   trend.	  	  
That	  ends	  such	  mind-‐bogging	  and	  National	  image-‐tarnishing	  act.	  	  What	  do	  we	  say	  
about	  the	  Police	  Pension	  scam	  kangaroo	  judgment	  and	  sentence	  given	  by	  a	  highly	  
revered	  Justice	  Abubakar	  Talba,	  an	  Abuja	  High	  Court	  Judge?	  	  How	  on	  earth	  can	  a	  
judge	   give	   a	   fine	   of	   seven	   hundred	   and	   fifty	   thousand	   naira	   [N750,000.=]	   only	  
against	   Mr.	   Yusuf	   Yakubu	   who	   audaciously	   and	   flagrantly	   stole	   and	   embezzled	  
over	  twenty-‐three	  billion	  naira	  Police	  Pension	  Fund	  belonging	  to	  men	  and	  women	  
who	  have	  meritoriously	  and	  sacrificially	  served	  their	  fatherland?	  	  	  

As	  in	  a	  very	  staric	  movie,	  Yusuf	  immediately	  like	  a	  hero	  and	  conqueror	  gladly	  paid	  
the	  money,	  gave	  the	  boys	  in	  court	  N50,000.=	  and	  majestically	  entered	  his	  waiting	  
Mercedes	  Benz	  car	  and	  sped-‐off	  to	  the	  consternation	  of	  Nigerians	  in	  court.	  	  Thank	  
God	  for	  the	  response	  of	  National	  Judicial	  Council	  who	  handed	  him	  a	  twelve	  month	  
suspension	  without	  pay	  recently.	  	  But	  the	  nagging	  question	  remains,	  “Have	  those	  
in-‐charge	  at	  the	  helm	  of	  affairs	  of	  this	  matter	  recovered	  the	  stupendous	  amount	  
stolen	   by	   Yusuf	   Yakubu”?	   	   Corruption	   is	   deeply	   inflicting	   a	   fatal	   blow	   to	   the	  
growth	   and	   development	   of	   our	   dear	   country,	   draining	   public	   resources	   and	  
driving	  more	  people	  to	  the	  poverty	  fringe	  and	  threshold.	  	  I	  want	  to	  beseech	  and	  
charge	   our	   President,	   His	   Excellency,	   Dr.	   Goodluck	   Jonathan	   to	   rise	   and	   give	   a	  
fatal	  bite	  and	  practical	  approach	  to	  corruption	  at	  all	  levels	  in	  Nigeria.	  	  This	  is	  the	  
only	  thing	  that	  will	  convince	  both	  Nigerians	  and	  the	  International	  community	  that	  
the	   much	   orchestrated	   transformation	   agenda	   is	   not	   another	   beautiful	   but	  
factless	  political	  gimmick.	  

THE	  SYNOD	  THEME:	  
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By	   the	   special	  Grace	  of	  God,	   since	   the	   inception	  of	   this	  Diocese,	  we	  have	  been	  
seeking	  the	  face	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God	  for	  our	  Synod	  theme	  each	  year.	  	  Last	  year,	  
we	   looked	   into	   the	   Theme,	   “GIVING:	   The	   Blessings;	   The	   Challenges;	   and	   The	  
Opportunities”	   [Genesis	   22:1	   –	   18].	   	   The	   theme	   was	   aimed	   at	   realigning	   the	  
attitude	  and	  activities	  of	  Christians	  as	  far	  as	  giving	  to	  God	  is	  concerned.	  	  This	  year,	  
the	   theme	  of	  our	  Synod	   is,	   “True	  Worship	  and	  True	  Worshippers	  of	  God”	   [John	  
4:23	  –	  24].	  

THE	  GOSPEL	  ACCORDING	  TO	  ST.	  JOHN:	  

John	  21:20,	  24	  declare	   that	   this	  Gospel	  was	  penned	  down	  by	  “the	  disciple	  who	  
Jesus	   loved”.	   	   The	   question	   in	   minds	   and	   mouths	   of	   Bible	   scholars	   has	   been,	  
“Who	   is	   this	   beloved	   disciple”?	   	   The	   data	   from	   the	   book	   itself	   point	   to	   five	  
conclusions:	  

1.	   The	  writer	  must	  be	  a	   Jew.	   	  His	  peculiar	  Greek	   style	  may	  be	   traced	   to	   the	  
	   difficulty	  of	  translating	  his	  native	  Hebrew	  taught	  into	  written	  Greek.	  	  He	  is	  
	   familiar	   with	   the	   Old	   Testament	   [19:24,	   28,	   36,	   37]	   and	   conversant	   with	  
	   Jewish	  lifestyle	  [2:6;	  2:35;	  18:28;	  19:31].	  	  

2.	   The	   writer	   is	   a	   first	   century	   Palestinian	   Jew.	   	   This	   is	   evidenced	   in	   his	  
	   acquaintance	  with	  the	  first	  century	  religious	  and	  political	  scenes,	  and	  from	  
his	  	   knowledge	  of	  Palestinian	  topography	  [1:28;	  3:23;	  11:18;	  18:1;	  19:30;	  etc].	  

3.	   The	  writer	  is	  an	  eye-‐witness	  of	  Christ	  [1:39;	  2:6;	  12:1;	  21:8].	  

4.	   The	  writer	  is	  an	  apostle	  [2:11;	  4:27;	  11:54;	  20:25].	  

5.	   The	  writer	   is	   one	  of	   Jesus’	   closest	   associates	   and	  he	   is	   identified	   as,	   “the	  
	   disciple	  who	  Jesus	  loved”	  [13:23;	  19:26;	  20:2;	  21:7].	  	  	  

It	   is	   therefore	   very	   logical	   and	   natural	   to	   seek	   the	   writer	   among	   the	   three	  
comprising	  the	  inner	  circle	  –	  Peter,	  James,	  and	  John.	   	  Peter	   is	  ruled	  out	  because	  
he	  is	  customarily	  named	  in	  the	  Gospel.	  	  James	  is	  also	  eliminated	  because	  he	  was	  
martyred	  earlier.	  	  This	  leaves	  John	  standing	  and	  as	  such	  it	  is	  concluded	  that	  John	  
is	  the	  author	  of	  this	  Gospel.	  	  	  

Church	  tradition	  presents	  the	  most	  satisfactory	  dating	  of	  the	  book	  as	  A.D	  80	  –	  95.	  	  
It	  was	   a	   time	  when	   those	   outside	   the	   cultural	   and	   religious	   centre	   of	   Palestine	  
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were	   seeking	   evidence	   upon	  which	   to	   base	   their	   Faith;	   the	   true	   identity	   of	   the	  
Messiah,	  and	  the	  acceptable	  mode	  of	  worship.	  	  John	  also	  wrote	  in	  order	  to	  give	  a	  
defense	   of	   Jesus	   as	   the	   Christ	   and	   the	   Son	   of	   God.	   	   Though	   the	   systematic	  
theology	  of	  Gnosticism	  was	  not	  formalized	  and	  fully	  established	  until	  the	  first	  part	  
of	   the	   2nd	   century,	   various	   concepts	   of	   what	   would	   later	   consolidate	   and	  
metamorphose	   into	   Gnostic	   theology	   were	   finding	   their	   way	   into	   Christian	  
thought	  during	   the	  middle	  and	   later	  half	  of	   the	   first	   century.	   	   In	  his	  Gospel	  and	  
epistles	  especially	  the	  letters	  of	  first,	  second	  and	  third	  John,	  the	  writer	  deals	  with	  
the	  fundamental	  principles	  of	  Gnosticism	  and	  false	  worship	  or	  belief.	  	  	  

The	  great	   influx	  of	  gentiles	   into	  the	  Church	  who	  came	  out	  of	   the	  background	  of	  
gnostic	  concepts	  and	  Samaritan	  syncretism	  brought	  into	  the	  Jewish	  monotheistic	  
Yahweh	  worship,	   and	  pure	  Christian	   living	   the	   beginnings	   of	   great	   heresies	   and	  
contaminated	   worship	   that	   would	   eventually	   take	   much	   of	   the	   Church	   into	  
apostasy	   in	   the	   second	   century.	   	   The	   Holy	   Spirit	   foreknew	   the	   second	   century	  
apostasy.	  	  He	  thus	  has	  this	  document	  of	  defense	  penned	  down	  in	  order	  to	  guard	  
the	  Church	  against	  such	  and	  also	  give	   faithful	  believers	  a	  defense	  with	  which	  to	  
stand	  against	   	   those	  who	  would	  deny	   the	  deity	  of	   Jesus	   and	   the	   true	  nature	  of	  
God	  in	  worship.	  	  Since	  John	  wrote	  for	  this	  purpose,	  this	  Gospel	  is	  a	  very	  relevant	  
document	  to	  be	  used	  to	  defend	  the	  validity	  of	  Christianity,	  and	  the	  true	  nature	  of	  
the	  Christian	  worship	  and	  Service.	  	  

OUR	  BIBLE	  TEXT	  AND	  OUR	  THEME:	  

JOHN	  4:19	  –	  24.	  

	   The	  woman	  said	  to	  Him,	  Sir,	  I	  perceive	  that	  you	  are	  a	  prophet.	  	  	  

	   “Our	  fathers	  worshipped	  on	  this	  mountain	  and	  you	  Jews	  say	  	  

	   that	  in	  Jerusalem	  is	  the	  place	  where	  one	  ought	  to	  worship”.	  	  	  

	   Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “Woman,	  believe	  Me,	  the	  hour	  is	  coming	  when	  

	   You	  will	  neither	  on	  this	  mountain,	  nor	  in	  Jerusalem	  worship	  the	  	  

	   Father”.	  	  “You	  worship	  what	  you	  do	  not	  know;	  we	  worship	  what	   	  

	   We	  know,	  for	  Salvation	  is	  of	  the	  Jews.	  	  “But	  the	  hour	  is	  coming,	  	  

	   and	  now	  is,	  when	  the	  true	  worshippers	  will	  worship	  the	  Father	  
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	   in	  Spirit	  and	  truth;	  for	  the	  Father	  is	  seeking	  such	  to	  worship	  Him”.	  	  

	   “God	  is	  Spirit,	  and	  those	  who	  worship	  Him	  must	  worship	  in	  spirit	  

	   	  and	  truth”	  

TRUE	  WORSHIP	  AND	  TRUE	  WORSHIPPERS:	  

Jesus	  by	  this	  act	  and	  encounter	  with	  a	  Samaritan	  woman	  in	  our	  Bible	  text	  is	  taking	  
the	  disciples	  out	  of	   their	  Cultural	  environment	   into	   the	   land	  of	   those	  who	  were	  
despised	  by	  the	  Jews.	  	  Jews	  normally	  travelled	  the	  longer	  route,	  crossing	  over	  to	  
the	   east	   side	   of	   the	   Jordan	   to	   display	   their	   antagonism	   and	   disdain	   against	   the	  
Samaritans.	   	   Upset	   by	   the	   northern	   Kingdom’s	   defection	   to	   Egypt	   in	   722	   B.C,	  
Sargon	   destroyed	   Samaria,	   the	   capital,	   carried	   her	   inhabitants	   to	   Assyria,	   and	  
replaced	  them	  with	  foreigners	  who	  integrated	  with	  the	  remnant	  [2	  Kings	  17:6,	  24;	  
18:10].	   	   In	   time,	   the	   monotheism	   of	   Israel	   became	   grossly	   infiltrated	   and	  
contaminated	  through	  a	  group	  of	  people	  produced	  by	  a	  mixture	  of	  religious	  and	  
racial	  inter-‐marriage	  known	  as	  the	  Samaritans.	  	  The	  southern	  Kingdom	  on	  return	  
from	   captivity	   refused	   to	   accept	   any	   assistance	   from	   Samaria	   in	   rebuilding	   the	  
Temple	   [Ezra	  4].	   	   Sanballat	  who	  was	   the	  governor	  of	   Samaria	  built	   a	   temple	  on	  
mountain	  Gerizim	  to	  rival	  the	  Temple	  in	  Jerusalem.	  	  It	  was	  on	  this	  site	  that	  Jesus	  
was	  discussing	  with	  the	  woman.	  

From	  Jesus’	  discussion	  with	   the	  woman,	  we	  can	  carefully	  discover	   false	  worship	  
and	  contrast	  it	  with	  true	  worship	  of	  God.	  	  Firstly,	  the	  woman	  was	  well-‐acquainted	  
with	  the	  religious	  history	  and	  provisions	  of	  worshipping	  God,	  yet	  she	  did	  not	  know	  
the	  Messiah	  through	  whom	  to	  approach	  the	  God	  she	  assumed	  to	  be	  worshipping.	  	  
This	  is	  false	  worship	  of	  God.	  	  Many	  people	  in	  the	  Church	  fall	  within	  this	  category	  
of	   worshippers.	   	   They	   know	   every	   detail	   of	   Church	   history,	   liturgy	   and	  
observances,	   but	   they	   have	   never	  met	   the	   Saviour,	   Redeemer	   and	   Lord	   of	   the	  
Church,	   Jesus	   Christ	   of	   Nazareth.	   	   True	   worship	   begins	   when	   the	   worshippers	  
have	   personally	   encountered	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ	   and	   surrendered	   fully	   to	  His	  
Lordship	   and	   rulership	   [John	   1:12;	   John	   3:3	   –	   8].	   	   True	   worship	   starts	   when	   a	  
person	   sincerely	   accepts	   his/her	   sinful	   lifestyle,	   confesses	   same	   and	   repents	  
genuinely	  from	  such	  and	  begins	  a	  new	  life	  pattern.	  	  Hear	  what	  the	  women	  said	  in	  
vs.	  17,	  

	   	  “The	  woman	  answered	  and	  said,	  “I	  have	  no	  husband”.	  	  
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	   	  Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  “You	  have	  well	  said,	  “I	  have	  no	  husband;	   	   	  
	   	  for	  you	  have	  had	  five	  husbands	  [sin	  partners	  and	  concubines],	   	  
	   	  and	  the	  one	  whom	  you	  now	  have	  is	  not	  your	  husband;	  in	  that	  	   	  
	   	  you	  spoke	  truly”	  [vs.	  18].	  

The	  implication	  of	  this	  is	  that	  this	  woman	  was	  physically	  involved	  in	  all	  the	  temple	  
observances	  and	  worship	  but	   inwardly	  and	   spiritually	   she	  was	  morally	  bankrupt	  
and	  spiritually	  decayed.	  	  She	  was	  living	  in	  spiritual	  bondage	  of	  sin.	  	  She	  has	  never	  
experienced	  the	  deliverance,	  freedom,	  joy	  and	  victory	  that	  true	  worship	  brings	  in	  
the	  life	  of	  the	  true	  worshipper.	  	  She	  was	  singing	  the	  Lord’s	  song	  in	  a	  strange	  land.	  	  
She	  has	  a	   form	  of	  godliness	  but	  denying	   the	  power	   thereof.	   	  The	  power	  of	   true	  
worship	  is	  in	  the	  ability	  of	  the	  worshipper	  to	  live	  above	  sin	  and	  the	  flesh.	  	  Looking	  
inside	   our	   various	   Church	   denominations	   today,	  majority	   of	   the	  worshippers	   in	  
these	  Churches	  are	  a	  replica	  of	  this	  Samaritan	  woman.	  	  Professors	  of	  Christianity	  
who	  are	  never	  practitioners	  of	  Christianity	  are	  everywhere.	  	  At	  this	  point,	  can	  we	  
ask,	  “WHAT	  IS	  WORSHIP”?	  

Worship	  means	  adoration,	  glorification,	  exaltation	  and	   idolization	  paid	   fully	   to	  a	  
deity;	   in	   this	   case	   the	  Almighty	  God.	   	   It	   is	   also	   the	   act	   of	   adoring	   and	   revering.	  	  
Worship	   also	  means	   to	   be	   loyal	   to	  God	  without	   any	   form	   of	   reservation.	   	   True	  
worship	   therefore,	   is	   serving	   and	   following	   God	   through	   Jesus	   Christ	  
wholeheartedly,	   sacrificially,	   committedly	   and	   even	   foolishly.	   	   In	   true	   worship,	  
God	   takes	   the	   initiative	   and	   precedence.	   	   That	   is	   exactly	   why	   the	   writer	   of	  
Hebrews	  said	  in	  Chapter	  12:1	  –	  2:	  

	   	  “Therefore	  we	  also,	  since	  we	  are	  surrounded	  by	  so	  great	  a	  cloud	  	  

	   of	  witness,	  	   let	  us	  lay	  aside	  every	  weight,	  and	  the	  sin	  which	  

	   	  so	  easily	  ensnares	  us,	  and	  let	  us	  run	  with	  endurance	  and	  patience	  	  

	   the	  race	  that	  is	  set	  before	  us,	  looking	  unto	  JESUS,	  THE	  AUTHOR,	  

	   	  AND	  FINISHER	  of	  our	  faith,	  …”.	  	  	  

The	  Author	  and	  finisher	  here	  means	  the	  architect,	  the	  initiator,	  the	  director,	  the	  
pacesetter	  and	  the	  consummator	  and	  finalizer	  of	  the	  worship	  we	  render	  to	  God.	  	  
For	  a	  better	  and	  implementable	  understanding	  of	  our	  theme,	  let	  us	  consider	  it	  in	  
the	  light	  of	  the	  following	  dimensions:	  
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GOD	  IS	  SPIRIT:	  	  First	  of	  all,	  let	  us	  note	  here	  that	  Jesus	  never	  said	  “God	  is	  a	  Spirit”,	  
rather	  “God	  is	  Spirit”.	   	  The	  import	  and	  emphasis	   lies	  on	  Spirit	  as	  God’s	  essence.	  	  
God	   is	   free	   from	   the	   limitations	  of	   time	  and	   space,	   cultural	   location,	   status	  and	  
imagery	  representation	  or	  augmentation.	  	  No	  idols,	  objects	  or	  images	  need	  assist	  
us	   in	   worship	   as	   we	   see	   today	   in	   various	   forms	   and	   patterns.	   	   Today	   some	  
worshippers	  carry	  images	  they	  have	  christened	  in	  a	  way	  as	  against	  what	  is	  written	  
in	   Exodus	   20:1,	   4	  &	   5:	   “And	  God	   spoke	   all	   these	  words	   saying,	   “You	   shall	   not	  
make	  for	  

	   	  yourself	  a	  carved	  image	  –	  any	  likeness	  of	  anything	  that	  is	  in	  	  

	   heaven	  above,	  or	  that	  is	  in	  the	  earth	  beneath,	  or	  that	  is	  in	  the	  	  

	   water	  under	  the	  earth;	  you	  shall	  not	  bow	  down	  to	  them	  nor	  	  

	   serve	  	  them.	  	  For	  I	  the	  Lord	  your	  God,	  am	  a	  jealous	  God,	  	  

	   visiting	  the	  iniquity	  of	  the	  fathers	  upon	  the	  children	  to	  the	   	   	   	  
	   third	  and	  fourth	  generations	  of	  those	  who	  hate	  me”.	  	  

It	   is	  as	  serious	  as	  that.	  Some	  others	  who	  don’t	  carry	   images	   in	  worshipping	  God	  
have	   resorted	   to	   praying	   to	   God	   with	   various	   kinds	   of	   objects	   like	   olive	   oil,	  
mustard	   seed,	   black	   stone,	  miracle	   handkerchief	   or	   apron,	   crude	   oil,	   Jerusalem	  
fertility	  stone,	  etc.	   	   If	  we	  really	  know	  and	  understand	  God	  as	  Spirit,	  do	  we	  need	  
physical	   objects	   to	   approach	  him?	   	   Since	  God	   is	   Spirit,	   then	   those	  who	  worship	  
Him	  cannot	  do	  that	  through	  material	  means.	  	  True	  worshippers	  approach	  God	  on	  
a	   spiritual	   basis.	   	   The	   spiritual	   worship	   of	   God	   starts	   from	   the	   heart	   which	  
manifests	   in	  a	  renewed	  and	  regenerated	  life	  pattern	  observable	  by	  men.	  God	  as	  
Spirit	   is	   omnipresent.	  He	   is	   everywhere	   at	   all	   times.	   	   He	   is	   not	   confined	   to	   any	  
location	  or	  building.	  

	  

	  

TRUE	  WORSHIP	  AND	  LIBERALISM	  IN	  WORSHIP:	  

Liberalism	   simply	   put	  means,	   free	   from	   restraint.	   	   In	   other	  words,	   everything	   is	  
allowed	   and	   accepted.	   	   Many	   people	   have	   confused	   Christian	   liberty	   with	  
liberalism.	   	   	   Liberty	   means	   free	   from	   slavery	   and	   captivity.	   	   Galatians	   5:13	  
captures	   the	   distinction	   thus,	   “For	   you,	   brethren,	   have	   been	   called	   to	   liberty;	  
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only	   do	   not	   use	   your	   liberty	   as	   an	   opportunity	   for	   the	   flesh,	   but	   through	   love	  
serve	  one	  another”.	  	  Paul	  is	  simply	  saying	  here	  that	  Christians	  who	  want	  to	  offer	  
true	  worship	  to	  God	  should	  not	  allow	  their	  deliverance	  from	  man-‐made	  rules	  and	  
sin	   to	   graduate	   into	   unbridled	   life	   style	   which	   has	   no	   control.	   	   True	   worship	  
abhors	   liberalism	  which	   is	   becoming	   predominantly	   acceptable	   way	   of	   worship	  
among	  many	  Christians	  and	  Christian	  denominations	  in	  this	  age.	  	  There	  is	  now	  no	  
boundary	  to	  how	  a	  Christian	  should	  dress;	  how	  a	  Christian	  should	  conduct	  his/her	  
business;	  the	  type	  of	  music	  a	  Christian	  should	  both	  play	  and	  listen	  to.	  	  	  

At	  this	  juncture,	  let	  us	  reconsider	  the	  warning	  and	  words	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord	  
in	  Matthew	  7:13	  –	  14;	  	  

	   “Enter	  by	  the	  narrow	  gate;	  for	  wide	  is	  the	  gate	  and	  broad	  is	  the	  	  

	   way	  that	  leads	  to	  destruction,	  and	  there	  are	  many	  who	  go	  in	  by	  it.	  	  

	   	  Because	  narrow	  is	  the	  gate	  and	  difficult	  is	  the	  way	  which	  leads	  	  

	   to	  life,	  and	  there	  are	  few	  who	  find	  it”.	  

The	  apostle	  Paul	  presents	  it	  this	  way	  in	  1	  Corinthians	  9:24	  –	  27,	  

	   	  “Do	  you	  not	  know	  that	  those	  who	  run	  in	  a	  race	  all	  run,	  but	  one	   	  
	   	  receives	  the	  Prize?	  	  Run	  in	  such	  a	  way	  that	  you	  may	  obtain	  it.	  	   	  
	   	  And	  any	  one	  who	  competes	  for	  the	  prize	  is	  temperate	  in	  all	  things.	  	  	  	   	  
	   Now	  they	  do	  it	  to	  obtain	  a	  perishable	  crown,	  but	  we	  an	  imperishable	  
	   	  crown.	  Therefore,	  I	  run	  thus	  not	  with	  uncertainty;	  Thus	  I	  fight:	  not	  	   	  
	   as	  one	  who	  beats	  the	  air.	  But	  I	  discipline	  my	  body	  and	  bring	  it	  into	  	  
	   subjection,	  lest	  when	  I	  have	  preached	  to	  others,	  I	  myself	  should	  	  
	   become	  disqualified”.	  	  	  

God	   is	   God	   of	   discipline,	   order,	   principles	   and	   pattern.	   Everything-‐goes	   type	   of	  
worship	   cannot	   qualify	   as	   true	   worship.	   	   Today,	   emotion,	   noise	   and	   sentiment	  
have	   taken	   over	   our	   spiritual	   and	   true	   worship.	   	   Today,	   because	   of	   liberalism,	  
modern	  male	  preachers	  wear	  earrings,	  have	  dreadlock	  hairs,	  plait	  their	  hairs,	  use	  
comedians	   in	   Church	   programs,	   invite	   hip-‐up,	   Makosa,	   Reggae,	   Rock,	   Jazz	  
musicians	   in	   crusades	   and	   Churches	   just	   to	   draw	   crowd,	   entertain	   sinners	   and	  
promise	  them	  goodies	  if	  they	  come	  to	  Jesus.	  	  When	  you	  hear	  some	  preachers	  tell	  
chronic	  and	  habitual	  sinners	  that	  “God	  will	  bless	  you	  any	  how	  anywhere”,	  what	  
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do	  you	  think	  they	  are	  saying?	  	  Live	  your	  life	  anyhow	  and	  God	  will	  still	  bless	  you.	  
The	  time	  to	  echo	  and	  re-‐echo	  it	  from	  all	  pulpits	  and	  even	  roof	  tops	  that	  “God	  is	  
holy,	   and	   those	   who	   will	   worship	   him	   must	   do	   that	   in	   holiness	   and	  
righteousness”	  [1	  Peter	  1:15	  –	  16].	  	  Liberalism	  is	  one	  of	  the	  greatest	  dangers	  and	  
challenge	  the	  21st	  century	  Church	  is	  facing	  in	  trying	  to	  institute	  true	  worship.	  	  We	  
are	   in	   this	   spiritual	   quagmire	   today	   in	   the	  Church	   in	  America,	   Europe	   and	   even	  
Africa	  about	   the	  sinfulness	  or	  otherwise	  of	  homosexualism,	  Gay	  marriage,	  Same	  
sex	   marriage,	   Divorce,	   Femininizing	   God	   in	   the	   Holy	   Bible	   and	   a	   host	   of	   very	  
atrocious	  issues	  just	  because	  true	  worship	  was	  sacrificed	  on	  the	  altar	  of	  liberalism	  
and	  human	  right	  activism	  in	  Church.	  	  Be	  that	  as	  it	  may,	  this	  is	  the	  stand	  of	  God,	  

	   	  “Nevertheless,	  the	  solid	  foundation	  of	  God	  stands	  sure,	  	  

	   having	  this	  inscription,	  and	  seal,	  “The	  Lord	  knows	  those	  who	  	  

	   are	  his,	  and	  let	  everyone	  who	  names	  the	  name	  of	  Christ	  depart	  	  

	   from	  iniquity	  [2	  Timothy	  2:19].	  

TRUE	  WORSHIP,	  VERSUS	  OBNOXIOUS	  CULTURE	  AND	  TRADITION:	  

Culture	  in	  its	  strictest	  definition	  is	  the	  generally	  accepted	  and	  legalized	  way	  of	  life,	  
customs,	   habits	   and	   behavior	   of	   a	   group	   of	   people	   in	   the	   society.	   	   Tradition	   is	  
people’s	   accepted	   belief,	   ceremony,	   practice,	   rites,	   institutions,	   folklore	   and	  
custom	  which	  are	  not	  contrary	  to	  the	  law	  of	  the	  state	  or	  country	  and	  not	  injurious	  
to	  other	  people’s	  existence	  and	  rights.	   	  Ordinarily,	  nobody	  is	  against	  the	  Culture	  
of	   his/her	   people.	   	   But	   in	   the	   light	   of	   true	   worship	   of	   God,	   God	   sifts	   and	  
authenticates	  every	  culture	  and	  tradition.	  	  Right	  from	  the	  Old	  Testament	  to	  time	  
of	  Jesus,	  there	  has	  always	  been	  a	  running	  battle	  between	  true	  worship	  of	  God	  and	  
some	  obnoxious	  cultures	  and	   traditions.	   	  Not	  all	   cultures	  and	   traditions	  are	  bad	  
and	  anti-‐Christian.	  The	  great	  problem	  has	  been	  distinguishing	  between	  true	  and	  
real	  culture	  and	  idolatry.	  	  In	  Matthew	  15:1-‐3,	  Jesus	  and	  the	  Pharisees	  and	  scribes	  
had	  a	  very	  unsavory	  conflict	  because	  of	  tradition	  –	  Thus:	  	  

	   	  “Then	  the	  scribes	  and	  the	  Pharisees	  who	  were	  from	  Jerusalem	  	  

	   came	  to	  Jesus	  saying,	  “Why	  do	  your	  disciples	  transgress	  the	  	  

	   tradition	  of	  the	  elders?	  	  For	  they	  do	  not	  wash	  their	  hands	  	  

	   when	  they	  eat	  bread”.	  	  He	  answered	  and	  said	  to	  them,	  	  
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	   “Why	  do	  you	  also	  transgress	  the	  commandment	  of	  God	  	  

	   because	  of	  your	  tradition”?	  	  	  

Any	  culture	  or	  tradition	  of	  men	  that	  runs	  contrary	  to	  the	  Word	  of	  God	  must	  not	  
only	  be	  rejected	  but	   jettisoned.	   	   If	   Jesus	  can	  set	  aside	  their	   tradition	  of	  washing	  
hands	  before	  eating,	  which	  is	  a	  very	  decent	  one	  just	  because	  it	  runs	  into	  conflict	  
with	  the	  standard	  and	  demand	  of	  God,	  how	  do	  we	  still	  have	  great	  problems	  today	  
in	  properly	  handling	  a	  lot	  of	  idolatrous	  things	  done	  today	  by	  Church	  members	  in	  
the	  name	  of	  culture?	  	  In	  the	  act	  of	  true	  worship,	  one	  has	  to	  boldly	  declare	  his/her	  
stand	  in	  so	  many	  issues	  of	  culture.	  	  In	  our	  society	  today,	  it	  is	  “Christians”	  who	  are	  
the	  sponsors	  of	  all	  kinds	  of	  masquerades	  and	  masquerading.	   	  Our	  rich	  members	  
are	  neck	  deep	  into	  this	  idolatrous	  activity.	  Masquerade	  right	  from	  time	  has	  never	  
been	  our	  culture	  or	  tradition	  ab	  nitio.	  	  Syncretic	  worship	  instead	  of	  true	  worship	  
has	  made	  us	  to	  remain	  hypocritically	  silent	   in	  the	  face	  of	  this	  ugly	  development.	  	  
Infact,	   most	   of	   the	   things	   we	   call	   cultural	   revival	   today	   are	   nothing	   short	   of	  
idolatrous	   revival.	   	   Some	  of	  our	  accepted	  and	  wonderful	   cultures	  and	   traditions	  
include:	   respect	   for	   elders	   and	   the	   elderly,	   proper	   and	   decent	   dress	   code,	  
communal	   child	   up-‐bringing,	   condemning	   and	   dealing	   with	   armed	   robbery,	  
kidnapping,	   and	   murder	   as	   abominations,	   discipline	   and	   hard	   work,	   traditional	  
rulers	   residing	   within	   their	   communities,	   wives	   of	   traditional	   rulers	   dressing	  
properly	   and	   being	   culturally	   acquainted,	   proper	   mourning	   of	   our	   dead	   ones	  
instead	  of	   turning	  burial	   into	  celebration	  and	  wearing	  of	  assorted	  uniforms,	  and	  
throwing	   caskets	   containing	   the	   remains	   of	   loved	   ones	   up	   and	   down	   along	   the	  
main	  road	  with	  accompanying	  mockery	  and	  dance	  steps.	  	  These	  are	  some	  of	  our	  
rich	  cultures.	  	  The	  Church	  is	  God’s	  agent	  for	  sanitizing	  culture	  and	  tradition	  to	  fall	  
within	  God’s	   approved	   standard	   and	  worship.	   	   True	  worship	   should	   accept	   and	  
promote	   cultures	   which	   are	   not	   inimical	   to	   Christian	   belief,	   Word	   of	   God	   and	  
Christian	  practices.	  	  Jesus	  Christ	  still	  confronting	  the	  Pharisees	  on	  the	  same	  issues	  
on	  tradition	  said	  in	  Mark	  7:6	  –	  9,	  	  

	   “He	  answered	  and	  said	  to	  them,	  “Well	  did	  Isaiah	  prophesy	  of	  

	   	  you	  hypocrites,	  as	  it	  is	  written:	  “This	  people	  honours	  Me	  with	  

	   	  their	  lips,	  but	  their	  heart	  is	  far	  from	  Me,	  teaching	  as	  doctrine	  

	   	  the	  commandment	  of	  men.	  	  “For	  laying	  aside	  the	  commandment	  
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	   	  of	  God,	  you	  hold	  the	  tradition	  of	  men	  –	  the	  washing	  of	  pitchers	  	  

	   and	  cups,	  and	  many	  other	  such	  things	  you	  do.	  	  He	  said	  to	  them,	  	  

	   “All	  too	  well	  you	  reject	  the	  commandment	  of	  God,	  	  that	  you	  may	  	  

	   keep	  your	  tradition”.	  

This	  is	  exactly	  the	  sate	  of	  things	  in	  our	  Churches	  today.	  	  Those	  who	  profess	  to	  be	  
Christians	  want	  at	  the	  same	  time	  to	  partake	  and	  be	  actively	  involved	  in	  all	  forms	  
of	  obnoxious	  traditions	  and	  pagan	  practices.	  	  This	  can	  never	  be	  true	  worship,	  and	  
those	  doing	  so	  are	  not	  and	  cannot	  be	  true	  worshippers	  of	  God.	  

THE	  RESULT	  OF	  TRUE	  WORSHIP	  TO	  TRUE	  WORSHIPPERS:	  

True	   worship	   simply	   means	   worshipping	   God	   the	   way	   God	   wants	   to	   be	  
worshipped,	   and	   not	   our	   own	   convenient	   way.	   	   It	   also	   means	   serving	   and	  
honouring	   God	   without	   living	   in	   or	   harbouring	   sin.	   	   True	   worship	   is	   devoid	   of	  
hypocrisy,	  double-‐standard	  and	  syncretism.	   	   It	   is	  also	   living	   in	  awe	  of	  God	  at	  all	  
times	  and	  in	  all	  places.	  	  When	  we	  worship	  God	  in	  Spirit	  and	  in	  truth,	  the	  result	  is	  
always	  very	  glorious.	  	  First	  of	  all,	  it	  brings	  down	  the	  Presence	  and	  Glory	  of	  God	  to	  
His	  people.	  	  It	  also	  results	  in	  experiencing	  God	  and	  His	  powerful	  manifestation	  to	  
the	  true	  worshippers	   in	  their	   lives	  and	  circumstances.	   	  When	  the	  Prophet	   Isaiah	  
said	   in	   Isaiah	  6:1,	  “In	  the	  year	  that	  King	  Uziah	  died,	   I	  saw	  the	  Lord	  sitting	  on	  a	  
throne,	  high	  and	  lifted	  up,	  and	  the	  train	  of	  His	  robe	  filled	  the	  temple”;	  what	  was	  
he	  saying?	  	  Read	  2	  Chronicles	  chapter	  26,	  and	  you	  discover	  that	  before	  this	  time,	  
the	  Glory	  and	  presence	  of	  God	  was	  driven	  away	  by	  the	  false	  worship	  and	  sacrifice	  
offered	  by	  King	  Uzziah.	   	  As	  he	  became	   leprous	   inside	   the	  altar,	   the	  presence	  of	  
God	  departed	  from	  the	  Temple.	  	  How	  are	  we	  sure	  that	  the	  Glory	  of	  God	  has	  not	  
departed	  from	  many	  Churches	  because	  of	  false	  and	  contaminated	  worship	  which	  
emanates	   from	   our	   contaminated	   lives.	   	   When	   there	   is	   true	   worship,	   sin	   and	  
sinners	   are	   exposed	   [Acts	   5:1	   –	   11].	   True	   worship	   attracts	   people	   to	   the	   true	  
worshipper	  and	  they	  are	  converted.	  True	  worship	  releases	  great	  miracles	   to	  the	  
worshippers	  without	  struggling	  or	  paying	  for	  it	  [Math.	  6:33].	  	  	  

True	   worship	   restores	   true	   and	   biblical	   sound	   teaching	   in	   the	   Church.	   	   True	  
worship	  makes	  the	  Church	  and	  her	  members	  relevant	  to	  the	  family	  and	  society.	  	  
True	  worship	   rejects	   the	  pattern	  of	   the	  world	   in	   everything	   and	   sticks	   to	  God’s	  
pattern.	   	  This	   in	   turn	  causes	  genuine	   repentance	  and	  conversion.	   	  True	  worship	  
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makes	   the	   true	   worshippers	   to	   focus	   on	   things	   that	   have	   eternal	   value,	   and	  
prepare	  themselves	  for	  the	  coming	  of	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God.	  

Dear	   people	   of	   God,	   there	   is	   no	   alternative	   to	   true	   worship.	   God	   must	   be	  
worshipped	  His	  own	  way.	   The	   time	   to	   go	  back	   to	   true	  worship	  of	  God	  which	   is	  
devoid	   of	   empty	   ceremonies,	   frivolous	   rituals,	   and	   emotional	   noise-‐making	   is	  
now.	   	  Delay	  has	  become	  dangerous.	   	  The	  greatest	  undoing	  of	   today’s	  Christians	  
and	  Church	   is	   false	   and	  unacceptable	  worship.	   	  Do	  we	  want	   to	   experience	  God	  
again	   in	   our	   lives	   and	   Churches?	   	   Do	   we	   want	   to	   see	   true	   revival	   burst	   in	   our	  
midst?	   	  Do	  we	  need	  miracles	  and	  manifestation	  of	  God’s	  power	  as	  of	  old	   in	  our	  
lives	  and	  Churches?	  	  Do	  we	  want	  sinners,	  kidnappers	  and	  armed	  robbers	  to	  fear	  
and	   respect	   the	   Church	   and	  God?	   	   Do	  we	  want	   God	   to	   take	   over	   the	   battle	   in	  
Nigeria	   engineered	   by	   Boko	   haram?	   	   True	  worship	   and	   true	  worshippers	   is	   the	  
answer.	  	  Let	  us	  heed	  the	  instruction	  of	  God	  in	  Jeremiah	  6:16,	  	  

	   “Thus	  says	  the	  Lord,	  “Stand	  in	  the	  ways	  and	  see,	  and	  ask	  for	  

	   	  the	  old	  paths,	  where	  the	  good	  way	  is,	  And	  Walk	  in	  it;	  Then	  you	  

	   	  will	  find	  rest	  for	  your	  souls;	  But	  they	  said,	  “we	  will	  not	  walk	  in	  it”.	  

Jesus	  said	  to	  her,	  

	   	  “But	  the	  hour	  is	  coming,	  and	  now	  is,	  when	  the	  true	  worshippers	  	  

	   will	  worship	  the	  Father	  in	  Spirit	  and	  truth:	  For	  the	  Father	  is	  seeking	  

	   	  such	  [worshippers]	  to	  worship	  Him.	  	  God	  is	  Spirit,	  and	  those	  who	  

	   	  worship	  Him	  MUST	  worship	  in	  spirit	  and	  truth”	  [John	  4:23	  &	  24].	  

	  

CONCLUSION:	  

As	   I	   conclude	   this	  address	  which	   I	   know	   is	   far	   from	  being	  exhaustive,	  may	   I	  use	  
this	  opportunity	  to	  appreciate	  all	  who	  have	  partnered	  with	  us	  in	  this	  Synod	  year	  
that	  kept	  the	  Diocese	  afloat	  and	  moving	  despite	  all	  odds.	  	  All	  my	  Priests	  and	  their	  
wives	  deserve	  special	  commendation	  for	  being	  very	  supportive.	  	  God	  bless	  you.	  	  	  

Let	   me	   thank	   the	   members	   of	   St.	   Peter’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Amichi	   for	  
demonstrating	  uncommon	  commitment	  to	  see	  that	  the	  Synod	  is	  hosted	  in	  a	  very	  
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colourful	   and	   successful	   manner.	   	   Let	   me	   specifically	   thank	   Chief	   Dr.	   Chidi	  
Anyaegbu,	  MFR,	  GMD,	  CHISCO	  Group	  of	  Companies	   for	   taking	  up	   the	   challenge	  
we	  put	  to	  him	  by	  undertaking	  to	  sponsor	  more	  than	  80%	  of	  this	  Church	  building	  
we	   are	   in	   today.	   	   Chief	   Jonathan	   Ekeneme	   who	   challenged	   God	   that	   he	   will	  
sponsor	  the	  roofing	  of	  the	  Church	  with	   long	  span	  Aluminium	  roofing	  sheet	  even	  
when	   the	   daughter	   was	   kidnapped	   in	   2011.	   	   Sir	   Joe	   Atuchukwu	   and	   all	   the	  
Atuchukwu’s,	  we	  don’t	   know	  how	   to	   appreciate	   you.	   	   Special	  mention	  must	   be	  
made	  of	  Chief	  Iyke	  Okafor,	  Sir	  Anselm	  Ezike,	  Hon.	  B.C.	  Aniagboso	  and	  many	  of	  you	  
I	  cannot	  mention	  here	  for	  want	  of	  space	  and	  time	  constraint.	  	  All	  the	  members	  of	  
Local	  Organizing	  Committee	  and	  Diocesan	  Synod	  planning	  Committee.	  God	  bless	  
all	  of	  you.	  	  May	  I	  appreciate	  a	  man	  who	  delights	  in	  putting	  smiles	  on	  the	  faces	  of	  
the	   priests	   without	   making	   noise	   about	   it	   –	   Sir	   Dr.	   &	   Dr.	   Lady	   U.C.	   Nzewi	   for	  
providing	  a	  car	  for	  us	  to	  give	  to	  any	  priest	  of	  our	  choice	  in	  the	  Diocese	  during	  our	  
last	   ordination	   in	   December,	   2012.	   	  We	   will	   continue	   to	   appreciate	   Sir	   &	   Lady	  
Michael	  Agazie	  for	  what	  he	  is	  doing	  at	  St.	  Peter’s	  Church,	  Akabu-‐Osumenyi.	  

Let	   me	   now	   specially	   appreciate	   my	   wife,	   friend,	   companion,	   confidant	   and	  
encourager,	   Dame	   Nkem	   Ikeakor	   for	   creating	   a	   very	   wonderful	   conducive	  
environment	  at	  home	  for	  me	  to	  operate	  optimally.	   	  God	  will	  definitely	  bless	  you	  
beyond	  your	  imagination.	  

	  

A&M	  167	  
1.   O	  WORSHIP	  the	  King	  all	  glorious	  above	  

O	  gratefully	  sing	  his	  power	  and	  his	  love	  
Our	  shield	  and	  defender,	  the	  Ancient	  of	  Days	  
Pavillioned	  in	  splendor	  and	  girded	  with	  praise	  
	  

2.   O	  tell	  of	  His	  might,	  O	  sing	  of	  His	  grace	  
Whose	  robe	  is	  the	  light,	  whose	  canopy	  space;	  
His	  chariots	  of	  wrath	  the	  deep	  thunder	  clouds	  form	  
And	  dark	  is	  His	  path	  on	  the	  wings	  of	  the	  storm.	  
	  
	  

3.   The	  earth	  with	  its	  store	  of	  wonders	  untold	  
Almighty,	  thy	  power	  hath	  founded	  of	  old	  
Hath	  stablished	  its	  fast	  by	  a	  changless	  decree	  



207	  
	  

And	  round	  it	  hath	  cast,	  like	  a	  mantle,	  the	  sea.	  
	  

4.   Thy	  bountiful	  care	  what	  tongue	  can	  recite?	  
It	  breaths	  in	  the	  air,	  it	  shines	  in	  the	  light	  
It	  streams	  from	  the	  hills,	  it	  descends	  to	  the	  plain	  
And	  sweetly	  distills	  in	  the	  dew	  and	  the	  rain.	  
	  

5.   Frail	  children	  of	  dust	  and	  feeble	  as	  frail,	  
In	  thee	  do	  we	  trust,	  nor	  find	  thee	  to	  fail	  
Thy	  mercies	  how	  tender,	  how	  firm	  to	  the	  end	  
Our	  maker,	  Defender,	  Redeemer	  and	  friend	  
	  

6.   O	  measureless	  might,	  ineffable	  love	  
While	  Angels	  delight	  to	  hymn	  thee	  above,	  
Thy	  ransomed	  creation,	  though	  feeble	  their	  lays	  
With	  	  true	  adoration	  shall	  sing	  of	  thy	  praise.	  

	  

I	   want	   to	   remind	   us	   as	   a	   final	   charge	   that	   True	  Worshippers	   take	   care	   of	   their	  
Priests	  and	  Pastors	   in	  all	   ramifications.	   	  May	  God	  bless	  all	  of	  you	  abundantly	  for	  
listening	  actively,	  and	  attentively.	  

	  

Your	  Bishop	  and	  Friend,	  

+	  Ephraim,	  Amichi	  

8th	  June,	  2013.	  
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	  AT	  IMMANUEL	  ANGLICAN	  CHURCH,	  
EKWULUMILI.	  

	  

	  

	  
	  

To	  God	  be	  all	   the	  Glory	  for	  the	  great	  and	  awesome	  Love,	  Mercy	  and	  Grace	  He	  

has	  showered	  on	  and	  shown	  to	  all	  of	  us	  by	  first	  of	  all	  preserving	  our	  lives	  to	  see	  

this	  day,	  and	  for	  making	   it	  also	  possible	  for	  us	  to	  gather	  again	   in	  this	  Church	  for	  

the	  presentation	  of	  this	  Presidential	  Address	  and	  Bishop’s	  Charge.	  	  Actually,	  as	  the	  

Holy	  Bible	   rightly	  puts	   it	  when	   it	   said,	   “It	   is	  not	  of	  him	   that	  willeth,	  neither	  him	  

that	  runneth,	  but	  of	  the	  Lord	  who	  showeth	  Mercy”	  [Romans	  9:16].	  	  May	  I	  at	  this	  

time	   heartily	   and	   joyfully	   welcome	   His	   Excellency,	   the	   Executive	   Governor	   of	  

Anambra	   State,	   Chief	   Dr.	  Willie	   Obiano	  who	   has	   just	   taken	   over	   the	  mantle	   of	  

leadership	  of	   this	  our	  great	  and	  dynamic	   state	  barely	   four	  months	  ago,	  and	   the	  

members	  of	  the	  State	  Executive	  Council	  here	  present	  with	  him.	  	  Your	  Excellency,	  

as	  I	  welcome	  you	  to	  this	  Synod	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  congregants	  of	  this	  Diocese,	  I	  also	  

once	  again	  congratulate	  you	  on	  your	  election	  as	  the	  successor	  of	  Mr.	  Peter	  Obi,	  

the	  immediate	  past	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  

It	   is	  with	   the	  same	  gladsome	  heart	   that	   I	  humbly	  welcome	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  

Revd.	  Christian	  .O.	  Efobi,	  the	  Archbishop	  of	  the	  ecclesiastical	  Province	  of	  the	  Niger	  

and	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Aguata	  Diocese	  [Anglican	  Communion].	   	   In	  the	  same	  vein,	  we	  

welcome	   all	   Archbishops,	   our	   fathers	   in	   the	   Lord	   and	   Bishops;	   All	   the	   Royal	  

fathers	   here	   present	   especially	   His	   Royal	   Highness,	   Igwe	   George	   Umeanadu	   of	  
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Ekwulumili,	  his	  wife,	  and	  cabinet	  members;	   the	  President-‐General	  of	  Ekwulumili	  

town;	   The	   Chancellor	   of	   our	   Diocese,	   Hon.	   Justice	   Gloria	   .C.	   Anulude;	   The	  

Registrar,	  Lady	  Barr.	  Amaka	  Udogu	  and	  other	  legal	  luminaries	  of	  this	  Diocese;	  The	  

President	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Council	   of	   Knights,	   Dr.	   Sir	   Edwin	   Agbasimelo;	   all	   the	  

Knights	   and	   their	   Ladies;	   The	  President	   of	   the	  Mothers’	  Union,	  Women’s	  Guild,	  

and	  Girls’	  Guild,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor;	  The	  Archdeacons,	  Canons,	  other	  Clergymen	  

and	  their	  wives,	  the	  Bishop’s	  Nominees;	  Synod	  Delegates,	  our	  special	  dignitaries	  

and	   guests;	   the	   gentlemen	   of	   the	   Press,	   and	   indeed	   everybody	   here	   to	   this	  

Presidential	  Address	  Presentation	  to	  the	  third	  session	  of	  the	  Second	  Synod	  of	  our	  

Diocese	  holding	  here	  today	  at	  Immanuel	  Anglican	  Church,	  Ekwulumili.	  

	  

My	   heart	   is	   filled	   with	   the	   joy	   of	   the	   Almighty	   God	   who	   has	   made	   this	   day	   a	  

reality.	   	   This	   event	   is	   principally	   for	   presenting	   in	   a	   very	   concise	   and	   articulate	  

manner	   the	  activities	   that	  have	   taken	  place	   in	   this	  Diocese	   in	   the	   last	  one	  year.	  	  

For	   the	   journey	  Mercies	  granted	   to	  all	  of	  us	  gathered	  here,	   I	  give	  Praise	   to	  God	  

from	  whom	  all	  Mercies	   flow.	   	  May	  His	  name	  continually	  be	  praised	  and	  adored	  

both	  now	  and	   forever	   in	   the	  name	  of	  God	  the	  Father,	  Son,	  and	  the	  Holy	  Ghost.	  	  

Amen.	  	  Once	  again,	  you	  are	  all	  welcome.	  

	  

OUR	  RESOURCE	  PERSONS:	  

We	  prayerfully	  welcome	  the	  servants	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God	  who	  will	  be	  ministering	  

the	  word	  of	  God	  to	  us	  in	  this	  Synod.	  

A.	   OUR	  GUEST	  PREACHER:	  	  	  

Our	  Guest	  Preacher	  in	  this	  third	  session	  of	  the	  Second	  Synod	  is,	  His	  Lordship,	  The	  

Rt.	  Revd.	  Raphael	  C.O.	  Okafor,	   the	  Bishop	  of	  Anglican	  Diocese	  of	   Ihiala.	   	  Bishop	  

Raphael	   .C.	  Okafor	  was	  born	   in	  Dogon	  Bauchi,	   Zaria	  on	  7th	  August,	   1946	   to	  Mr.	  

and	   Mrs.	   Emmanuel	   and	   Fidelia	   Okafor	   from	   Awka-‐Etiti	   in	   Idemili	   South	   Local	  
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Government	  Area	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  	  The	  young	  Raphael	  attended	  C.M.S.	  Central	  

School,	  Awka-‐Etiti	   from	  where	  he	  obtained	  his	  First	  School	  Leaving	  Certificate	   in	  

1960	  with	  distinction.	   	  He	  went	   to	  Emmanuel	  College,	  Owerri	   and	  obtained	   the	  

West	  African	   School	   Certificate	   [WASC]	   in	   1966	  with	   first	   division.	   	   He	   received	  

Jesus	  Christ	  as	  his	  Lord	  and	  Saviour	  in	  1965	  while	  in	  the	  College.	  	  He	  was	  involved	  

briefly	   in	   the	   Biafran	   Army	   during	   the	   Nigerian	   Civil	  War.	   	   Bishop	   Raphael	   was	  

called	  up	  to	  study	  in	  Britain	  in	  1972	  at	  Elim	  Bible	  College,	  and	  later	  in	  University	  of	  

London.	  	  He	  obtained	  Diploma	  in	  Theology,	  and	  Bachelor	  of	  Divinity	  with	  honours	  

respectively.	   	   He	   returned	   to	  Nigeria	   in	   1977	   to	  work	  with	   the	   Scripture	  Union	  

Nigeria	  as	  a	   travelling	  Secretary.	   	  He	  became	   the	  General	  Secretary	  of	  Scripture	  

Union	  Nigeria	  in	  1980	  and	  remained	  in	  that	  position	  for	  thirteen	  years.	  He	  retired	  

voluntarily	   in	   order	   to	   give	  more	   time	   to	   Church	   work.	   	   Raphael	   went	   back	   to	  

England	   in	   1988	   to	   study	   at	   Trinity	   College,	   Bristol.	   	   He	  was	  made	   a	   deacon	   in	  

1989,	  and	  ordained	  a	  Priest	  in	  1990.	  

Rt.	  Revd.	  Raphael	  C.O.	  Okafor	  is	  married	  to	  Engr.	  Mrs.	  Chinyere	  Uchenwa	  Okafor	  

(nee	   Ojike)	   from	   Arondizuogu.	   	   The	  marriage	   is	   blessed	   with	   five	   children.	   	   He	  

worked	  at	  Billy	  Graham’s	  office	  in	  London	  during	  one	  of	  his	  summer	  holidays.	  	  He	  

has	   travelled	   for	   Conferences	   and	   Seminars	   to	   Ghana,	   Gambia,	   Zambia,	   Kenya,	  

Malawi,	   Madagascar,	   South	   Africa,	   Germany,	   Liberia,	   France,	   Scotland,	   Wales,	  

Netherlands,	  Israel,	  Philippines,	  U.S.A.,	  etc.	  	  He	  moved	  to	  Enugu	  with	  his	  family	  in	  

1994.	  	  He	  was	  preferred	  statutory	  Canon,	  and	  Archdeacon	  respectively	  by	  The	  Rt.	  

Revd.	  Dr.	  Emmanuel	  .O.	  Chukwuma,	  Bishop	  of	  Enugu	  Diocese.	  	  He	  was	  the	  Editor	  

of	   Daily	   Guide	   from	   1999	   to	   2010.	   	   He	   was	   the	   state	   co-‐ordinator	   of	   AD	   2000	  

Movement	   for	   Enugu	   State	   Committee	   of	   National	   Congress	   on	   Evangelization	  

from	  1981	  –	   2000;	   the	   chaplain	   for	  Anglican	   students	   fellowship,	  UNEC,	   Enugu;	  

Bishop’s	   Examining	   Chaplain	   for	   Enugu-‐North	  Diocese;	   and	   a	  member	   of	   Enugu	  

EFAC	   zonal	   council.	   	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Raphael	   Okafor	   was	   elected	   Bishop,	   and	  
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consecrated	  the	  pioneer	  Bishop	  of	  Anglican	  Diocese	  Ihiala	  on	  14th	  May,	  2008.	  	  He	  

has	  published	  not	  less	  than	  five	  Bible	  booklets.	  

We	  are	  very	  happy	  to	  welcome	  you	  to	  this	  august	  gathering	  of	  the	  people	  of	  God	  

as	  a	  guest	  preacher,	  and	  we	  are	  glad	  that	  the	  Almighty	  God	  has	  been	  using	  you	  to	  

bless	  us	  through	  His	  word.	  	  Remain	  blessed	  in	  the	  Name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  Amen.	  

B.	   OUR	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  LEADER:	  

Our	  Bible	  Study	  Leader	  and	   facilitator	   in	   this	   Synod	   is	  Revd.	  Canon	  Goddy	  Osita	  

Iloka.	  	  He	  is	  a	  native	  of	  Osina	  in	  Ideato	  North	  Local	  Government	  Area	  of	  Imo	  state.	  	  

He	   studied	   Theology	   at	   St.	   Paul’s	   University	   College,	   Awka;	   and	  

Religion/Counseling	  at	  Enugu	  State	  University	  of	  Science	  and	  Technology	  [ESUT].	  	  

He	  was	  made	  a	  deacon	  in	  2006,	  ordained	  Priest	  in	  2009,	  and	  was	  preferred	  Canon	  

in	  2013.	  	  	  	  He	  is	  the	  current	  home	  Mission	  Director	  for	  Diocese	  on	  the	  Niger.	  	  He	  is	  

also	   the	   EFAC	   chaplain,	   Diocese	   on	   the	   Niger.	   	   Revd.	   Canon	   Goddy	   Iloka	   is	   the	  

Vicar	   of	   St.	   Barnabas	   Anglican	   Church,	   Omagba	   phase	   2,	   Onitsha.	   	   He	   has	  

published	  many	  articles	  and	  books;	  the	  most	  current	  is	  “MARRIAGE:	  	  A	  HOLISTIC	  

APPROACH”.	   	   He	   is	   married	   to	   Mrs.	   Flora	   Adaeze	   Iloka,	   and	   their	   marriage	   is	  

blessed	  with	  children.	  	  He	  is	  a	  home	  builder	  by	  the	  Grace	  of	  God.	  	  He	  is	  being	  used	  

by	  God	  to	  heal	  wounded	  marriages,	  bruised	  couples,	  and	  turbulent	  homes.	  	  He	  is	  

a	  seasoned,	  consistent,	  and	  balanced	  Bible	  teacher	  and	  expositor.	   	  We	  welcome	  

you	  to	  our	  Synod	  this	  year	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  	  We	  are	  highly	  grateful	  to	  God	  for	  

what	  He	  has	  used	  you	  to	  do	  among	  us	  through	  the	  Bible	  studies	  for	  these	  three	  

days.	  

THE	  VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  

As	  far	  back	  as	  1913,	  before	  the	  coming	  of	  missionaries	  to	  Ekwulumili	  town,	  some	  

indigenes	   of	   the	   town	   have	   embraced	   Christianity	   through	   their	   contact	   with	  

Christians	   outside	   the	   town.	   	   Such	   early	   converts	   included:	   Madam	   Elizabeth	  

Nwangbafor,	   Daniel	   Ewenike,	   Joseph	   Ogudegwo,	   Gabriel	   Okonkwo,	   Nwokeke	  
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Ijere,	   Anaemena	   Onu,	   Joseph	   Umeanoliefo,	   Anagbogu	   Samuel	   Ifesie,	   Michael	  

Ogugboluzo	   Okafor,	   Umeanadu	   Umeohamalu,	   Reuben	   Okafor	   Okonkwo,	   Okoli	  

Nwotiko,	   Obidelu	   Okoli,	   Anaemena	   Ichie,	   Cornellius	   Ojukwu,	   Simon	   Ezeonyido	  

Obodoaku	   Mpi,	   Christopher	   Eriobu,	   Hezekiah	   Unegbu	   Egemba,	   Samson	  

Okorogwugwu	   Ilogbene,	   and	  Asuzu	  Emmanuel	   Ebuobi.	   	   Some	  of	   these	   converts	  

attended	   Church	   services	   in	   places	   like	   Holy	   Trinity	   Church,	   Igboukwu,	   St.	  

Andrew’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Amichi,	   St.	   Thomas	   Anglican	   Church,	   Otolo-‐Nnewi,	  

while	  some	  went	  as	  far	  as	  Obosi	  where	  they	  attended	  school	  also.	   	   It	  was	  these	  

converts	   that	   paved	   the	   way	   for	   the	   propagation	   of	   the	   Gospel	   message	   in	  

Ekwulumili	   town,	   and	   the	   subsequent	   establishment	   of	   Anglican	   Church	   in	  

Ekwulumili.	   	  The	   first	   female	  convert	  was	  Madam	  Elizabeth	  Nwangbafor	  Okafor.	  	  

She	   took	   it	   upon	  herself	   to	  be	   scrubbing	   the	   second	  and	   third	  Church	  buildings	  

that	  were	  erected.	  	  She	  was	  also	  acting	  as	  the	  Sexton	  of	  the	  Church.	  

On	  January	  15,	  1915,	  a	   team	  of	  Anglican	  Missionaries	   led	  by	  one	  Mr.	  Bracket,	  a	  

West	   Indian	   Missionary	   arrived	   in	   Ekwulumili	   from	   Obosi.	   	   The	   team	   was	  

enthusiastically	   welcomed	   in	   Dim	   Ike	   Nsoedo	   Eriobu’s	  meeting	   hall	   at	   Umudim	  

village	   by	   the	   then	   warrant	   Chiefs	   namely:	   	   Umeohamalu	   Ezeorizu	   of	   Owele-‐

Chukwu,	  UmeseghaIjere	  of	   Isigwu,	  Ezeonyekwelu	  Ezeaka	  of	  Urueze,	  and	  Dim	  Ike	  

Nsoedo	  Eriobu	  of	  Umudim.	   	   In	   their	  maiden	  address,	   the	  Missionaries	  promised	  

the	   warrant	   chiefs	   the	   posting	   of	   a	   Church	   cum	   school	   teacher	   to	   the	   town	  

sometimes	  in	  the	  month	  of	  June	  1915.	  	  However,	  they	  gave	  two	  conditions	  which	  

must	  be	  fulfilled	  before	  this	  promise	  could	  be	  actualized	  and	  implemented.	  	  These	  

conditions	  were:	  

[a]	   That	  a	  Church	  building	  must	  be	  set	  up.	  

[b]	   That	  an	  assessment	  of	  ten	  pounds	  [£10]	  be	  paid.	  

The	  warrant	  chiefs	  agreed	  to	  satisfy	  these	  conditions.	  	  In	  his	  immediate	  and	  ready	  

response,	   Chief	   Dim	   Ike	   Nsoedo	   provided	   a	   parcel	   of	   land	   out	   of	   Njo’s	   estate	  
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where	  the	  first	  Church	  building	  was	  erected.	  	  Later	  on,	  it	  was	  discovered	  that	  the	  

Church	  building	  was	  not	  centrally	  located	  and	  convenient	  enough	  to	  serve	  all	  the	  

sections	  of	  the	  town.	  	  This	  resulted	  in	  a	  search	  for	  an	  alternative	  which	  would	  be	  

easily	  accessible	  to	  all	  sections	  of	  the	  town.	  

In	   the	   same	   year,	   Chief	   Okonkwo	   Ukpaka	   of	   Etitinabo	   now	   Umuife	   Chukwu	   of	  

Isigwu	  village	  donated	  a	  parcel	  of	   land	   covered	  by	  bush.	   	   This	  bush	  was	  quickly	  

cleared;	   but	   on	   inspection	  by	   the	  Christian	   delegates	   from	  Amichi,	   the	   site	  was	  

rejected	  on	  the	  ground	  that	  the	  parcel	  of	   land	  was	  too	  small	  to	  accommodate	  a	  

Church	  building.	  	  The	  four	  warrant	  Chiefs	  then	  observed	  that	  it	  would	  not	  be	  easy	  

to	  secure	  from	  an	  individual	  enough	  land	  for	  a	  Church	  building	  and	  that	  the	  only	  

solution	   would	   be	   to	   acquire	   a	   large	   parcel	   of	   land	   owned	   communally.	   	   Thus	  

“Nkpukpo”	   owned	   jointly	   by	   the	   four	   villages	   and	   considered	  more	   central	  was	  

chosen	  and	  approved	  by	   the	  warrant	  Chiefs.	   	   Because	  of	   the	   closeness	  of	  Chief	  

Umembanugwo’s	   	   land	   to	   “Nkpukpo”	   which	   he	   earlier	   on	   donated	   but	   was	  

rejected,	  the	  warrant	  Chiefs	  approached	  him	  to	  still	  allow	  his	  parcel	  of	  land	  to	  be	  

part	   of	   the	   Church	   premises,	   and	   which	   he	   magnanimously	   obliged	   them.	  	  

Therefore,	  “Nkpukpo”	  and	  the	  parcel	  of	  land	  donated	  by	  Chief	  Okonkwo	  Ukpaka	  

of	   UmuifeChukwu	   kindred	   of	   isigwu	   village	   became	   the	   permanent	   site	   for	  

Immanuel	  Anglican	  Church,	  Ekwulumili.	   	  After	   the	   inspection	  of	   the	  new	  site	  by	  

Mr.	  Bracket	   in	   the	  company	  of	  Mr.	  Mgbako	  Eriobu	  and	   its	  approval,	  he	   laid	   the	  

foundation	   for	   the	   second	   Church	   building	   by	   erecting	   the	   four	   pillar	   posts	   on	  

which	  the	  second	  Church	  building	  stood.	  	  Soon	  after	  the	  completion	  of	  the	  Church	  

building,	  the	  sum	  of	  ten	  pounds	  [£10]	  was	  raised	  through	  direct	  levy	  on	  the	  four	  

villages.	  	  Each	  of	  the	  four	  villages	  paid	  “Ukwunese”	  [Cowries]	  and	  all	  amounted	  to	  

nine	   pounds	   [£9].	   	   The	   deficit	   of	   one	  pound	   [£1]	  was	  made	  up	  by	   two	  warrant	  

Chiefs	   –	   Dim	   Ike	   Nsoedo;	   and	   Umeohamalu	   Ezeorizu.	   	   On	   receiving	   the	   ten	  

pounds	   assessment	   from	   the	   Church,	   Mr.	   Bracket	   posted	   Mr.	   Nathanael	  
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Okechukwu	  to	  Ekwulumili	  as	  the	  first	  Church	  teacher	  from	  Uru-‐Ogidi.	  	  He	  arrived	  

and	   assumed	   duty	   in	   June	   1915.	   	   One	   of	   the	   greatest	   achievements	   of	   Mr.	  

Nathanael	   Okechukwu	   was	   the	   expansion	   of	   the	   Church	   premises	   which	   the	  

indigenes	  willingly	  allowed.	  	  He	  also	  started	  the	  third	  Church	  building	  because	  the	  

existing	  building	  was	  no	  longer	  big	  enough	  to	  accommodate	  the	  surging	  number	  

of	   new	   converts.	   	   This	   building	   was	   started	   in	   1918,	   but	   was	   disrupted	   by	   the	  

outbreak	  of	  influenza	  in	  the	  town	  which	  affected	  many	  of	  the	  Christian	  converts.	  

It	  was	  Mr.	  Fanuel	  Nwokolo	  who	  succeded	  Mr.	  Nathanael	  Okechukwu	  as	  Church	  

teacher	  in	  1919	  that	  actually	  started	  the	  new	  Church	  building.	  	  In	  1923,	  Mr.	  Jonah	  

Okeke	  of	  Umudim-‐Nnewi	  took	  over	  from	  Mr.	  Fanuel	  Nwokolo,	  and	  he	  completed	  

the	  building.	   	   	   In	  1924,	   a	  Church	  bell	  was	   secured	  at	   the	   cost	  of	   fifteen	  pounds	  

[£15]	   to	   replace	   the	   tom-‐tom	   that	  was	   originally	   in	   use.	   	   The	   bell	   was	   brought	  

from	  Ozalla	  Onitsha	  by	  members	  who	  carried	  it	  on	  their	  heads	  and	  trekked	  all	  the	  

way	  from	  Onitsha	  to	  Ekwulumili.	   	  This	  bell	  added	  grace	  and	  dignity	  to	  the	  newly	  

completed	   third	  Church	  building	   and	   it	   is	   still	   in	   use	   in	   this	   Church	   till	   date.	   	   In	  

December	   1926,	   Mr.	   Joseph	   Maduewesi	   of	   Otolo-‐Nnewi	   succeeded	   Mr.	   Isaiah	  

Okafor	   whose	   stay	   was	   very	   brief.	   	   Mr.	   Maduewesi	   tackled	   the	   project	   of	  

replacing	  the	  mud	  pulpit,	  the	  lectern	  and	  reading	  desks	  with	  wooden	  ones.	  	  These	  

essential	  pieces	  of	  furniture	  were	  constructed	  at	  the	  cost	  of	  twenty	  pounds	  [£20].	  	  

During	   the	   annual	   general	   meeting	   of	   Immanuel	   Church,	   Ekwulumili	   on	   27th	  

December,	  1973,	  the	  proposal	  made	  and	  motion	  moved	  for	  the	  building	  of	  a	  large	  

modern	   Church	   building	   was	   unanimously	   accepted	   and	   supported	   under	   the	  

chairmanship	   of	   Mr.	   Eric	   Ezeifedikwa	   [now	   late].	   	   The	   building	   committee	   was	  

immediately	   constituted.	   	   There	  was	   a	   swift	   and	   spontaneous	   donation	   for	   the	  

new	   project	   which	  made	   the	   building	   committee	   to	   swing	   into	   action	  with	   the	  

amount	   raised	   on	   the	   spot.	   	   This	   actual	   building	   work	   started	   in	   1975,	   and	   on	  

October	  13,	  1984	  when	  work	  has	  reached	  advanced	  stage,	  the	  then	  Bishop	  On	  the	  
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Niger,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   J.A.	   Onyemelukwe	   laid	   the	   foundation	   stone	   of	   the	   new	  

edifice.	  	  	  

The	  construction	  of	  the	  parsonage	  started	   in	  1987.	   	  This	  was	  completed	   in	  1989	  

through	   donations	   of	   cash	   and	   materials	   from	   members.	   	   On	   January	   1,	   1990	  

Immanuel	  Anglican	  Church	  Ekwulumili	  was	  made	  a	  district	  after	   the	  payment	  of	  

five	  thousand	  naira	  [N5,	  000.	  =]	  in	  1987	  as	  a	  requirement	  for	  becoming	  a	  district.	  	  

The	  first	  Superintendent	  was	  Revd.	  Enoch	  Ekpeluchi	  from	  Abatete	  [now	  late].	  	  He	  

assumed	  duty	  on	  January	  8,	  1990.	  	  On	  the	  24th	  of	  January,	  1990,	  the	  then	  Bishop	  

on	  the	  Niger,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  J.A.	  Onyemelukwe	  came	  for	  the	  quadruplet	  function	  in	  

one	   service	   of	   the	   dedication	   of	   this	   Church	   building;	   Inauguration	   of	   the	   new	  

district;	  Dedication	  of	  the	  new	  Parsonage;	  and	  the	  institution	  and	  induction	  of	  the	  

first	   Superintendent	  of	   the	  district.	   	   The	   Immanuel	  Church	  district	   comprised	  of	  

Immanuel	   Church,	   Ekwulumili,	   and	   Ebenezer	   Anglican	   Church,	   Unubi.	   	   All	   the	  

Church	   organizations	   were	   very	   functional	   and	   alive.	   	   Immanuel	   Church	  

Ekwulumili	  hosted	  her	  first	  Synod	  in	  June	  2007	  under	  Diocese	  of	  Nnewi.	   	  Today,	  

Immanuel	  Church	  is	  joyfully	  hosting	  her	  second	  Synod	  this	  time	  under	  Diocese	  of	  

Amichi.	  	  This	  Church	  has	  produced	  about	  seven	  indigenous	  Anglican	  Priests	  which	  

include:	  	  Revd.	  Canon	  Enoch	  Umeoranefo	  [Rtd.]	  -‐	  1976;	  Revd.	  Peculiar	  Onyenwe	  –	  

2007;	  Revd.	  Odinaka	  Anisiobi	  –	  2008;	  Revd.	  Philip	  Okafor	  –	  2010;	  Revd.	  Nwabufo	  

Okigwe	  –	  2010;	  Revd.	  Pascal	  Umeoduagu	  –	  2010;	   	   and	  Revd.	  Raymond	  Umeh	  –	  

2011.	   	  The	  Church	  has	  many	  Knights	  and	  Ladies,	  and	  Lay	  Readers.	   	  The	  Women	  

General	   Meeting	   of	   Immanuel	   Church,	   Ekwulumili	   has	   executed	   many	   gigantic	  

projects	  in	  the	  past,	  and	  is	  currently	  sponsoring	  the	  building	  of	  a	  new	  and	  modern	  

second	   vicarage	   which	   is	   nearing	   completion	   under	   the	   various	   leaderships	   of	  

Mrs.	   Alice	   Umeudu,	   Lady	   Chibuzo	   Onyejike,	   and	  Mrs.	   Ngozi	   Okoli	   respectively.	  	  

The	  Church	  from	  inception	  has	  had	  thirty-‐five	  Church	  Teachers	  and	  eleven	  Priests	  

of	  various	  ranks	  who	  have	  worked	   in	  the	  Church	  from	  1915	  till	  date.	   	   Immanuel	  
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Church	   Parish	   is	   made	   up	   of	   Immanuel	   Church,	   St.	   Matthias	   Church,	   and	   St.	  

Matthew’s	   Church,	   Ekwulumili.	   	   The	   Parish	   was	   made	   an	   Archdeaconry	   by	   His	  

Lordship,	   The	  Rt.	  Revd.Ephraim	   .O.	   Ikeakor,	  Bishop,	  Anglican	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi,	  

and	   inaugurated	   on	   3rd	   July,	   2011.	   	   The	   pioneer	   Archdeacon	   was	   Ven.	   Godwin	  

Okafor.	   	   The	   Archeacoanry	   is	   made	   up	   of	   two	   Parishes	   viz:	   Immanuel	   Church	  

Parish	  Ekwulumili;	  and	  All	  Saints’	  Parish	  Ekwulumili.	  	  All	  Saints’	  Parish	  Ekwulumili	  

was	   created	   by	   His	   Lordship,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   [Prof.]	   G.I.N.	   Okpala,	   and	   he	  

inaugurated	  same	  on	   January	  5,	  2006.	   	  He	  also	   laid	   the	   foundation	  stone	  of	   the	  

Church	  building	  of	  All	  Saints’	  Church,	  Ekwulumili	  on	  5th	  January,	  2005.	  

We	  must	  sincerely	  thank	  Immanuel	  Church,	  Ekwulumili	  members	  for	  accepting	  to	  

host	  this	  second	  Synod	  whole-‐heartedly	  and	  zealously.	  	  The	  contribution	  of	  each	  

and	   every	   member	   is	   highly	   recognized	   by	   the	   Diocese	   and	   will	   surely	   be	  

rewarded	  by	  God	  abundantly	  in	  the	  Name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  Amen.	  

	  

NEWS	  AND	  EVENTS	  FROM	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA:	  

CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  STANDING	  COMMITTEE	  MEETINGS:	  

As	   customary	   with	   the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion],	   two	   Standing	  

Committee	   Meetings	   were	   held	   within	   The	   Synod	   year	   under	   review.	   	   The	  

September	   Standing	   Committee	   Meeting	   was	   at	   St.	   Peter’s	   Deanery,	   Yenagoa,	  

Bayelsa	   State	   under	   Diocese	   of	   Niger	   Delta	   West.	   	   The	   meeting	   held	   from	   9th	  

September	  to	  14th	  September,	  2013.	  	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  Meeting	  was	  “Put	  on	  the	  

whole	   armour	   of	   God”	   [Ephesians	   6:11].	   	   The	   meeting	   was	   actually	   held	  

successfully	   but	   with	   mixed	   feelings.	   	   This	   was	   because	   the	   Archbishop	   of	   the	  

Province	   of	   Niger	   Delta,	   and	   the	   Dean	   of	   Church	   of	   Nigeria,	   The	   Most	   Revd.	  

Ignatius	  Kattey	  was	  kidnapped	  just	  few	  days	  to	  the	  Standing	  Committee	  Meeting.	  	  

We	  continue	  to	  adore	  and	  glorify	  the	  Almighty	  and	  awesome	  God	  who	  answered	  
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the	   fervent	  prayers	  of	  His	  Church	  by	  making	  his	   release	  a	  possibility	  after	  about	  

ten	  days.	  	  To	  God	  be	  all	  the	  Glory.	  

The	  second	  Standing	  Committee	  Meeting	  was	  hosted	  by	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Ibadan	  at	  

The	  Cathedral	  of	  St.	  James	  the	  Great,	  Oke-‐bola,	  Ibadan	  from	  17th	  to	  22nd	  February,	  

2014.	   	   The	   theme	   of	   the	   Standing	   Committee	   was,	   “Thou	   shall	   not	   bear	   false	  

witness”	   [Exodus	  20:16].	   	  The	   full	  meeting	  was	  preceded	  by	  the	  consecration	  of	  

the	  new	  Bishop	  of	   Yewa	  Diocese	  on	  Tuesday	   February	  18,	   2014.	   	   The	  Rt.	   Revd.	  

Michael	   Oluwaromhbi.	   	   The	   hosting	   of	   both	  meetings	   was	   very	   wonderful	   and	  

generally	  successful.	   	  We	  congratulate	   the	  Bishops	  of	  Niger	  Delta	  West	  Diocese,	  

and	  Diocese	  of	   Ibadan	   respectively	   for	   the	   good	  work	   they	  did.	   	  We	  also	   thank	  

their	   wives	   and	   the	   entire	   Anglican	   faithful	   in	   their	   Dioceses	   without	   whose	  

support	  and	  commitment,	  such	  huge	  success	  would	  not	  have	  been	  recorded.	  	  

	  

GLOBAL	  ANGLICAN	  FUTURE	  CONFERENCE	  [GAFCON]:	  

The	   second	   GAFCON	   meeting	   was	   held	   in	   Nairobi,	   Kenya	   from	   October	   20	   to	  

October	  26,	  2013.	   	  The	  actual	  venue	  was	  All	  Saints’	  Cathedral,	  Nairobi.	   	   It	  was	  a	  

gathering	   of	   all	   Anglican	   Bishops	   from	   Africa,	   and	   those	   who	   still	   uphold	   the	  

sanctity	  of	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  as	  the	  Word	  of	  God,	  from	  the	  western	  world,	  some	  lay	  

representatives	   including	   the	  wives	  of	   the	  Bishops.	   	  Over	   two	  hundred	  and	   fifty	  

[250]	   Anglican	   Bishops,	   and	   wives,	   and	   over	   one	   thousand	   five	   hundred	   lay	  

members	  from	  across	  the	  globe	  were	  in	  attendance.	   	   	  For	  effective	  participation	  

and	   maximum	   spiritual	   benefits	   and	   productivity,	   the	   conference	   had	   Holy	  

Eucharistic	  services	  together	  within	  which	  some	  seasoned	  servants	  of	  God	  led	  in	  

the	   Bible	   Study	   which	   was	   on	   the	   epistle	   to	   the	   Ephesians.	   	   We	   had	   six	   Bible	  

studies	   sessions	   throughout	   the	   Conference.	   	   There	   were	   a	   total	   of	   nine	   mini-‐

conferences	   with	   different	   important	   topics	   from	   which	   each	  

conferee/participant	   chose	   the	   topics	   he/she	   thought	  were	   relevant	   to	   him/her	  
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and	  his/her	  ministerial	  calling	  and	  environment.	   	  The	  nine	  mini-‐conference	  topic	  

included:	  	  [i]	  The	  Challenge	  of	  Islam.	  [ii]	  The	  work	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  [iii]	  Marriage	  

and	  Family.	  	  [iv]	  Children	  and	  Youth.	  	  [v]	  Gospel	  and	  Culture.	  	  [vi]	  Being	  Women	  of	  

God.	   	   [vii]	  Aid	  and	  Development.	   	   [viii]	   Theological	  Education;	  and	   [ix]	  Episcopal	  

Ministry.	   	  GAFCON	  according	  to	  Jerusalem	  Declaration	   in	  June	  2008	   is	  not	   just	  a	  

movement	   in	   time,	   but	   a	  movement	   in	   the	   Spirit.	   	   The	   Global	   Anglican	   Future	  

Conference	   is	   a	   spiritual	  movement	   formed	   to	   preserve	   and	   promote	   the	   truth	  

and	  power	  of	  the	  gospel	  of	  Salvation	   in	  Jesus	  Christ	  as	  we	  Anglicans	  received	   it.	  	  

The	   future	   of	   the	   Anglican	   Communion	   is	   but	   a	   piece	   of	   the	  wider	   scenario	   of	  

opportunities	  and	  challenges	  for	  the	  gospel	  in	  21st	  Century	  global	  culture.	  	  One	  of	  

the	   great	   challenges	   participants	   received	   in	   Nairobi	   was	   the	   practical	   and	  

experiential	  approach	  adopted	  by	  the	  East	  African	  Anglicans	  in	  the	  organization	  of	  

the	  conference.	  	  Archbishops,	  Bishops,	  Clergy,	  and	  lay	  members	  came	  out	  before	  

the	  whole	  participants	  to	  enthusiastically	  share	  their	  experiences	  in	  encountering	  

the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  through	  the	  Gospel	  brought	  to	  them.	  	  It	  was	  indeed	  a	  holistic	  

package	   which	   brought	   to	   full	   glare	   the	   sacramental,	   liturgical,	   and	   spiritual	  

heritage	  of	  the	  Anglican	  Church.	  	  I	  can	  only	  summarize	  the	  GAFCON	  II	  experience	  

in	  Kenya	  as	  greatly	  challenging	  and	   inspiring.	   	  May	   I	  at	  this	  point	  appreciate	  our	  

Primate,	   The	  Most	   Revd.	   Nicolas	   Okoh	   for	  making	   it	   possible	   for	   Bishops	   from	  

very	  challenging	  Missionary	  Dioceses	  to	  be	  sponsored	  by	  more	  viable	  Dioceses	  so	  

that	   no	   Bishop	   from	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   was	   left	   out	   as	   a	   result	   of	   financial	  

incapability.	   	   Our	   Diocese	   was	   represented	   by	   the	   Bishop,	   his	   Wife,	   and	   the	  

Clerical	  Synod	  Secretary,	  Ven.	  Henry	  Amobi.	  

	  

2013/2014	  DIVCCON:	  

The	   2013	  Divine	   Commonwealth	   Conference	  was	   held	   at	   the	  National	   Christian	  

Centre,	  Abuja	  from	  18thto	  22nd	  November	  2013.	   	  As	  usual,	  our	  Diocese	  was	  fully	  
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represented	  by	  almost	  all	  the	  Clergy	  and	  their	  wives.	   	  The	  Bishop	  and	  wife	  were	  

also	  in	  attendance.	  	  I	  want	  to	  implore	  our	  lay	  members	  to	  make	  it	  a	  point	  of	  duty	  

to	  participate	   in	  future	  DIVCCON.	   	  This	   is	  because	  this	  conference	  has	  become	  a	  

source	   of	   inspiration	   and	   spiritual	   rejuvenation.	   	   The	   2014	   DIVCCON	   will	   take	  

place	  from	  4th	  to	  8th	  November,	  2014	  at	  the	  usual	  venue.	  	  Let	  me	  at	  this	  juncture	  

direct	  that	  every	  organization	  in	  the	  Diocese	  should	  sponsor	  at	   least	  one	  person	  

to	   the	   Conference	   this	   November.	   	   The	   Diocese	   will	   sponsor	   fully	   four	   young	  

people	   who	   are	   students	   in	   higher	   institutions.	   	   They	   will	   be	   seen	   to	   be	   very	  

committed	  and	  serious	  Church	  members	  who	  will	  not	  waste	   the	  opportunity	  by	  

going	  to	  Abuja	  for	  site-‐seeing.	  	  Two	  males	  and	  two	  females	  will	  be	  sponsored	  to	  

encourage	  our	  youths	  to	  be	  involved	  in	  our	  Church	  activities.	  The	  theme	  for	   last	  

year’s	  DIVCCON	  was	  “Go	  Forward”	  [Exodus	  14:15].	  

	  

2014	  BISHOPS’	  ANNUAL	  RETREAT:	  

This	   is	   a	   special	   retreat	   for	   the	   Bishops	   of	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	  

Communion]	   which	   holds	   every	   January	   for	   Spiritual	   refreshing	   and	  

empowerment	  of	   these	  Church	   fathers	  after	  a	  very	  busy	  and	  hectic	  end	  of	  year	  

activities.	  	  This	  year’s	  retreat	  took	  place	  from	  6th	  to	  11th	  January,	  2014	  at	  the	  Ibru	  

Centre,	   Agbarha-‐otor.	   	   The	   theme	   for	   this	   year’s	   retreat	   was,	   “The	   Bishop:	   An	  

Overseer,	  An	  Evangelist,	  An	  Administrator,	  and	  a	  Pastor”.	  	  To	  me	  as	  a	  person,	  this	  

was	  one	  of	  the	  best	  retreats	   I	  have	  attended	  as	  a	  Bishop	  these	  few	  years	  of	  my	  

episcopacy.	  	  My	  hearty	  thanks	  go	  to	  our	  father	  and	  Primate,	  the	  Most	  Revd.	  N.D.	  

Okoh	  for	  appointing	  and	  inviting	  Archbishop	  Peter	  Johnson	  from	  Australia	  to	  lead	  

us	  in	  some	  practical	  and	  relevant	  presentations.	  	  No	  small	  thanks	  for	  his	  choice	  of	  

Rt.	  Revd.	  Michael	  Fape	  to	  lead	  the	  Bible	  Study.	  	  It	  was	  far	  from	  a	  routine	  gathering	  

and	  retreat.	  	  It	  was	  indeed	  a	  spiritual	  retreat	  in	  all	  ramifications.	  
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ST.	  MATTHIAS	  EVANGELISM	  FUND:	  

The	   fourth	   edition	   of	   the	   St.	   Matthias’	   Evangelism	   fund	   collection	   was	   held	  

throughout	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion]	   on	   Sunday	   23rd	   February,	  

2014.	   	   As	   expected	   our	   Diocese	   also	   participated	   in	   the	   exercise.	   	   I	   want	   to	  

commend	  the	  efforts	  of	  all	  the	  Clergy	  and	  other	  Church	  workers	  who	  made	  sure	  

that	   it	  was	  done	  properly.	   	  Our	  Diocese	  performed	  a	   little	  better	   than	  what	  she	  

did	   last	   year	   because	   the	   total	   amount	   collected	   and	   remitted	   to	   Church	   of	  

Nigeria	   was	   slightly	   higher	   than	  what	   was	   collected	   last	   year.	   	  We	   continue	   to	  

assert	  that	  the	  exercise	  is	  a	  worthwhile	  one	  and	  should	  be	  zealously	  supported	  by	  

all	  and	  sundry.	  

	  

ELECTION	  OF	  BISHOPS,	  AND	  ARCHBISHOPS:	  

During	   2014	   Episcopal	   Retreat,	   following	   the	   retirement	   of	   the	   Bishop	   of	   Yewa	  

Diocese,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Simeon	  O.M.	  Adebola,	  a	  new	  Bishop	   in	   the	  person	  of	  Rt.	  

Revd.	  Michael	  Oluwaronbi	  has	  been	  elected	  the	  new	  Bishop	  of	  the	  Diocese.	   	  He	  

was	   consecrated	  on	  Tuesday	  18th	   February,	  2014	  at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	   St.	  

James,	  the	  Great,	  Oke-‐bola,	  Ibadan.	  	  He	  was	  enthroned	  on	  6th	  March,	  2014.	  

On	   8th	   April,	   2014	   during	   an	   Episcopal	   meeting	   at	   the	   Ibru	   Centre	   Chapel,	  

following	  the	  expiration	  of	  the	  first	  five	  year’s	  tenure	  of	  the	  Archbishops	  of	  Kwara,	  

Lokoja,	   and	  Enugu,	  elections	  were	  conducted	   to	  either	   re-‐elect	   them	  or	   replace	  

them.	  	  

1.   The	  Most	  Revd.	  Michael	  Olu	  Akinyemi	  was	  re-‐elected	  Archbishop	  of	  Kwara	  

Province.	  

2.   The	  Most	  Revd.	  Emmanuel	  Egbunu	  was	  re-‐elected	  the	  Archbishop	  of	  Lokoja	  

Province.	  

3.   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Dr.	   Emmanuell	   .O.	   Chukwuma	   was	   elected	   the	   new	  

Archbishop	  of	  Enugu	  Ecclesiastical	  Province.	  	  They	  are	  to	  be	  presented	  in	  a	  
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date	   to	  be	  announced	  by	   the	  Primate.	   	  We	  congratulate	   them	  and	  assure	  

them	  of	  our	  prayers.	  

	  

DEMISE	  OF	  RT.	  REVD.	  ISAAC	  ORAMA:	  

It	   was	   with	   a	   very	   rude	   shock	   that	   we	   received	   the	   news	   of	   the	   death	   of	   the	  

Bishop	   of	   Uyo	   Diocese	   [Anglican	   Communion]	   which	   sad	   event	   took	   place	   in	  

February,	   2014.	   	   He	   was	   buried	   on	   March	   3,	   2014.	   	   May	   the	   Almighty	   God	  

continue	  to	  console	  the	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  generally,	  and	  his	  wife	  and	  children	  in	  

particular.	  

	  

	  

NEWS	  FROM	  PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER:	  

The	  Province	  had	  her	  Provincial	  Episcopal/Council	  meeting	  in	  September	  4	  and	  5,	  

2013.	   	   This	  was	   hosted	   by	   our	   Diocese	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	  

Amichi.	   	   The	   Bishops	   and	   their	   wives	   met	   on	   Wednesday	   4th	   September	   and	  

deliberated	   on	   a	   number	   of	   very	   important	   issues	   affecting	   our	   Province.	   	   The	  

Provincial	  Council	  members	   joined	  them	  on	  Thursday	  5th	  September,	  2013.	   	  The	  

meeting	  was	  preceded	  by	  a	  Eucharistic	  Service.	  	  On	  the	  12th	  and	  13th	  of	  February	  

2014,	  another	  Episcopal	  cum	  Council	  meeting	  was	  held.	   	  This	  time	  it	  was	  hosted	  

by	  Diocese	  of	  Mbamili	   at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	   St.	  Michael,	  Umuikwu-‐Anam.	  	  

During	  the	  Council	  Meeting,	  our	  father	  and	  Archbishop,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Christian	  

Efobi	   out	   of	   his	   fatherly	   concern	   appealed	   for	   financial	   assistance	   for	   Mbamili	  

Diocese	   as	   they	   were	   still	   embarking	   on	   the	   re-‐construction	   of	   their	   Cathedral	  

adversely	  affected	  by	  the	  2012	  flood	  disaster.	  	  I	  must	  thank	  both	  the	  Archbishop,	  

the	   Bishops	   of	   our	   Province,	   and	   the	   laity	   for	   their	   demonstration	   of	   brotherly	  

love	   and	   care.	   	   Our	   Diocese	   gave	   the	   sum	   of	   one	   million	   naira	   only	   [N1m]	   in	  
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support	  of	  the	  reconstruction	  exercise.	  	  We	  thank	  God	  that	  the	  flood	  disaster	  did	  

not	  occur	  in	  the	  year	  2013.	  

	  

DEDICATION	  OF	  CATHEDRAL	  CHURCH	  OF	  ST.	  JOHN,	  EKWULOBIA:	  

His	   Grace,	   The	   Most	   Revd.	   Nicholas	   .D.	   Okoh,	   Archbishop,	   Metropolitan,	   and	  

Primate	  of	  all	  Nigeria	  dedicated	  the	  Ultra-‐modern	  Cathedral	  of	  St.	  John	  of	  Aguata	  

Diocese	  on	  Sunday	  6th	  October,	  2013	  assisted	  by	  not	  less	  than	  fifteen	  Bishops	  at	  

Ekwuluobia.	   	   May	   I	   once	   again	   congratulate	   our	   Archbishop,	   and	   the	   entire	  

members	   of	   the	   Anglican	   Diocese	   of	   Aguata	   for	   erecting	   such	   a	   magnificent	  

Church	   edifice	   for	   the	   worship	   of	   God.	   	   My	   prayer	   is	   that	   the	   Holy	   Spirit	   who	  

inspired	  the	  people	  of	  God	  to	  build	  such	  a	  house	  for	  the	  worship	  of	  His	  Majesty	  

will	  continue	  to	  inspire	  all	  of	  us	  to	  worship	  God	  in	  Spirit	  and	  truth	  and	  be	  a	  living	  

and	  holy	  temple	  for	  Him	  always	  in	  the	  Name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord	  and	  Saviour.	  	  	  

	  

DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI:	  	  NEWS,	  EVENTS,	  AND	  DEVELOPMENTS:	  

CHURCH	  WORKERS	  AND	  WIVES	  RETREATS:	  

Within	   the	  period	  under	   review,	   two	   retreats	  were	  organized	   for	  all	   the	  Church	  

workers	  and	  their	  wives.	  	  These	  retreats	  usually	  serve	  double	  purposes	  of	  spiritual	  

empowerment,	   and	   also	   in-‐service	   training/course	   for	   the	   workers	   and	   their	  

wives	  for	  optimal	  performance.	  	  The	  first	  retreat	  took	  place	  on	  Thursday	  18th	  July,	  

2013	   at	   St.	   Andrew’s	   Anglican	   Church,	   Ebenator.	   	   The	   retreat	   featured	   Sermon	  

presentations	  by	  various	  Clergy	  from	  the	  Diocese,	  as	  well	  as	  workshop	  on	  the	  use	  

of	   computer.	   	   The	   Clergymen	   who	   presented	   sermons	   were	   Revd.	   Pascal	  

Umeoduagu,	   Revd.	   Paulinus	   Ndukwu,	   Revd.	   Samuel	   Omuka,	   and	   Revd.	   Festus	  

Ewenike.	  	  After	  their	  various	  presentations,	  other	  Church	  workers	  were	  given	  the	  

opportunity	   to	   comment	   on	   or	   criticize	   the	   presentations	   highlighting	   the	  

suitability	   or	   otherwise	   of	   their	   different	   presentations.	   	   They	   also	   pointed	   out	  
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aspects	   of	   their	   Sermons	   that	   needed	   to	  be	   improved	  upon,	   and	   also	  wrong	  or	  

right	  theology	  contained	  in	  their	  presentations.	  	  It	  was	  a	  great	  opportunity	  for	  the	  

Church	   workers	   and	   their	   wives	   to	   refresh	   their	   minds	   on	   the	   rudiments	   of	  

Sermon	   preparation	   and	   presentation	   which	   has	   been	   on	   the	   decline	   among	  

Anglican	  Clergymen	  in	  the	  recent	  times.	  

	  

This	  was	  followed	  by	  a	  hands-‐on-‐computer	  training	  jointly	  hosted	  by	  Revd.	  Canon	  

Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka	  and	  Mrs.	  Adora	  Chigbo.	  	  They	  offered	  practical	  tips	  

to	   the	   Church	   workers	   and	   their	   wives	   on	   how	   to	   use	   and	   care	   for	   their	  

computers.	   	   All	   the	   Church	  workers	   came	  with	   their	   own	   computers,	   especially	  

the	  Clergymen	  who	   it	  has	  been	  made	  compulsory	   to	  own	  a	  computer.	   	   It	  was	  a	  

very	  wonderful	  experience	  which	  we	  intend	  to	  be	  repeating	  from	  time	  to	  time	  as	  

occasion	  demands.	  	  	  

The	  second	  retreat	  took	  place	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  on	  

Tuesday	  16th	  October,	  2013.	  	  The	  resource	  person	  was	  Revd.	  Canon	  Chukwuebuka	  

Chukwuemeka.	   	   His	   topic	   was,	   “The	   Watchman”.	   	   According	   to	   him,	   the	   core	  

responsibilities	  of	  the	  watchman	  are	  to	  detect	  danger,	  and	  then	  warn	  the	  people	  

so	  that	  they	  can	  escape	  any	  impending	  calamity	  or	  prepare	  for	  action	  or	  reaction.	  	  

He	   reminded	  Church	  workers	  and	   their	  wives	   that	  God	  has	  kept	  all	  of	  us	  at	  our	  

various	   locations	   and	   positions	   to	   watch	   over	   the	   souls	   of	   men,	   guarding	   and	  

guiding	  them	  from	  dangers.	  	  He	  said	  among	  other	  things	  that	  the	  watchman	  must	  

be	   knowledgeable,	   passionate,	   non-‐discriminatory,	   diligent	   and	   visionary.	   	   The	  

goal	  of	  every	  watchman	  should	  be	  to	  secure	  the	  lives	  of	  his	  people	  and	  bring	  joy	  

to	  the	  one	  who	  assigned	  the	  work	  to	  him.	  	  The	  retreat	  also	  witnessed	  a	  session	  of	  

fervent	  prayers	  for	  our	  Diocese,	  Clergy	  men,	  laity,	  Anambra	  state,	  and	  Nigeria	  in	  

general.	  
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CLERGY	  AND	  WIVES	  RETREAT:	  

A	  special	  retreat	  was	  organized	  strictly	  for	  Clergymen	  and	  their	  wives	  only	  at	  the	  

Shalom	  Chapel,	  Bishopscourt,	  Amichi	  on	  Monday	  9th	  December,	  2013.	  	  The	  topic	  

that	   was	   expounded	   and	   treated	   was	   “The	   Integrity	   of	   Priesthood”.	   	   The	  

Clergymen	   and	   their	   wives	   were	   reminded	   that	   integrity	   in	   Priesthood	   has	   no	  

substitute.	  	  They	  were	  also	  made	  to	  understand	  that	  the	  greatest	  challenge	  facing	  

the	   Anglican	   Priesthood	   today	   is	   the	   integrity	   question.	   	   It	   was	   ardently	  

emphasized	  that	  the	  duration	  and	  relevance	  of	  any	  Priest’s	  ministry	  is	  determined	  

by	  the	  level	  of	  integrity	  he	  and	  his	  wife	  possess.	  	  Priests	  and	  their	  wives	  are	  called	  

to	  offer	  a	  holy	  service	  to	  God,	  and	  His	  people.	   	  They	  were	  meant	  to	  understand	  

that	   the	   three	  major	   areas	   where	   Priests	   must	  maintain	   integrity	   are	   	   finance,	  

women,	   and	   pride.	   	   The	   Clergymen	   and	   their	   wives	  were	   told	   that	   what	  many	  

eloquent	   sermons	   could	   not	   achieve	   in	   the	   lives	   of	   our	  members,	   integrity	  will	  

surely	  achieve	  that.	  	  People	  are	  moved	  more	  by	  examplary	  lifestyle	  of	  the	  Church	  

leader	  more	  than	  his	  great	  and	  high	  oratory	  power.	  	  It	  was	  stressed	  pointedly	  that	  

money	  is	  the	  greatest	  giant	  killer	  of	  most	  priests	  and	  their	  wives.	  	  The	  Clergymen	  

and	  their	  wives	  had	  enough	  time	  to	  straighten	  issues	  in	  their	  lives	  and	  ministries	  

through	  personal	  reflections	  and	  prayers.	  	  We	  thank	  God	  for	  the	  outcome	  of	  that	  

retreat.	  

	  

OVERCOMERS	  FESTIVAL:	  

The	   Diocese	   organized	   a	   youth	   programme	   that	   attracted	   young	   people	   from	  

within	   and	   outside	   the	   Diocese	   tagged,	   “Overcomers	   Festival	   2013”.	   	   The	  

programme	   held	   from	   Thursday	   19th	   to	   Sunday	   22nd	   September,	   2013	   at	   Christ	  

Church,	  Amichi.	   	   The	   theme	  of	   the	   programme	  was	   “The	  Power	   to	  Overcome”.	  	  

Some	  speakers	  from	  within	  and	  outside	  the	  Diocese	  were	  invited	  to	  speak	  to	  the	  

youths	  on	  the	  theme	  from	  various	  aspects	  of	  the	  theme.	  	  The	  major	  highlights	  of	  
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the	  occasion	  and	  event	  were:	  	  Bible	  Challenge	  which	  was	  in	  form	  of	  Bible	  quiz	  and	  

Bible	   recitation;	   and	   picnic	   to	   Tourist	   Hotel	   and	   Gardens	   Resort,	   Asaba,	   Delta	  

state.	   	   During	   the	   picnic,	   several	   activities	   took	   place	   which	   includes	   football,	  

volley	  ball,	  table	  tennis,	  swimming,	  and	  other	  sporting	  activities.	  	  The	  word	  of	  God	  

was	   also	   preached.	   	   It	  was	   indeed	   a	  memorable	   occasion	   for	   those	   young	  men	  

and	  women	  as	  many	  of	   them	   confessed	   that	   they	  have	  never	   been	  exposed	   to	  

such	   a	   combination	   of	   social	   cum	   spiritual	   experience.	   	   Over	   thirty	   contestants	  

entered	  for	  the	  Bible	  quiz	  and	  recitation.	  	  At	  the	  end,	  the	  best	  four	  were	  selected	  

for	  the	  final	  contest.	   	  We	  are	  very	  glad	  to	  say	  here	  that	  the	  four	  finalists	  proved	  

their	  mettle	  by	  the	  way	  they	  memorized	  the	  Bible	  from	  the	  first	  epistle	  of	  John	  to	  

the	  book	  of	  Revelation.	   	  The	  finalists	  were:	   	  Miss	  MakuoChukwu	  Nnakenyi	  [Holy	  

Child	   Convent,	   Amichi/Church	   of	   Divine	   Compassion,	   Amichi;	   Miss	   Blessing	  

Oguebie	   [Christ	   Church,	   Amichi];	   Miss	   Chimalume	   Oguebie	   [Christ	   Church,	  

Amichi];	  and	  Miss	  Ujunwa	  Mbelu	  [Christ	  Church,	  Amichi].	  	  They	  won	  the	  following	  

prizes	   for	   themselves:	   	   First	  Prize	  –	  N150,000.	   	   Second	  Prize	  –	  N100,000.	   	   Third	  

Prize	   N50,000;	   and	   Fourth	   Prize	   N35,000.	   	   Two	   other	   contestants	  Miss	   Anulika	  

Ekwenye	  [Christ	  Church,	  Amichi];	  and	  Master	  Chukwuebuka	  Obihe	  [Christ	  Church,	  

Amichi]	   received	   N20,000	   each	   as	   consolation	   prizes.	   	   These	   prizes	   were	   fully	  

sponsored	  by	   the	  Diocese.	   	   The	  most	   interesting	   aspect	   of	   the	  programme	  was	  

that	  most	  of	  the	  young	  people,	  who	  attended	  the	  programme,	  got	  the	  charge	  to	  

face	   all	   the	   challenges	   confronting	   the	   youths	   and	   made	   up	   their	   minds	   to	  

succeed.	  	  Many	  of	  them	  sincerely	  and	  genuinely	  surrendered	  their	  live	  to	  the	  Lord	  

Jesus	   Christ.	   	   I	   am	   very	   grateful	   to	   Ven.	   Nnamdi	   Amutaigwe,	   Revd.	   Canon	   P.C.	  

Chukwuemeka	  and	  the	  entire	  members	  of	  the	  Diocesan	  Youth	  Board	  for	  making	  

the	  programme	  a	  huge	  success,	  and	  a	  worthwhile	  venture.	  

	  

FIRSTBORNS	  NIGHT	  2013:	  
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The	  2013	  edition	  of	  the	  First	  Borns	  Night	  programme	  was	  held	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  

Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  on	  Friday	  29th	  November,	  2013.	  	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  

programme	  was	   “Born	   to	  Excel”.	   	  As	  early	   as	  6.00	  pm,	   first	   sons	  and	  daughters	  

from	  different	  parts	  of	  the	  country	   including	  Edo,	  Kogi,	  Delta,	  Abia,	   Imo,	  Ebonyi,	  

Enugu,	   Lagos	   states	   started	   thronging	   the	   Cathedral	   premises	   with	   great	  

enthusiasm	  and	  expectations.	  	  The	  Cathedral	  was	  filled	  to	  capacity,	  and	  there	  was	  

an	   overflow	   of	   crowd	   outside	   which	   participated	   with	   the	   aid	   of	   large	   screen	  

positioned	   outside.	   	   It	   was	   a	   great	   opportunity	   to	   recover	   broken	   destinies	   of	  

many	  first	  sons	  and	  daughters.	  	  Reading	  from	  Genesis	  49:1	  –	  4,	  the	  Bishop	  during	  

his	  ministration	  revealed	  to	  the	  firstborns	  seven	  things	  every	  first	  born	  must	  know	  

in	  order	  to	  excel	  in	  every	  aspect	  of	  his/her	  life.	  	  They	  are:	  

[a]	   Every	  first	  born	  is	  the	  full	  might	  of	  his/her	  parents.	  

[b]	   Every	  first	  born	  is	  the	  beginning	  of	  his/her	  lineage.	  

[c]	   The	   spiritual,	   financial	   and	   academic	   strength	   of	   the	   first	   born	   sets	   the	  

	   stage	  for	  the	  general	  strength	  of	  the	  family.	  

[d]	   The	  Excellency	  of	  dignity	  of	  each	  family	   is	  anchored	  on	  the	   life	  of	  the	  first	  

	   born.	  

[e]	   The	  Excellency	  of	  power	  of	  the	  entire	  family	  is	  centered	  on	  the	  firstborn.	  

[f]	   The	  failure	  and	  success	  of	  the	  firstborn	  affects	  every	  member	  of	  the	  	   family	  

lineage.	  

[g]	   The	   position	   of	   the	   firstborn	   is	   established	   and	   guided	   by	   Divine	  

	   instructions	  from	  God.	  	  

The	  congregants	  were	  led	  through	  a	  session	  of	  fervent	  prayers	  for	  the	  renewal	  

of	   their	   Covenants	   with	   God,	   and	   repositioning	   themselves	   on	   the	   path	   of	  

excellence.	  	  	  

A	   great	   number	   of	   this	   special	   people	   came	   to	   the	   altar	   and	   soberly	   gave	   their	  

lives	  to	  Christ	  Jesus	  who	  is	  excellence	  Himself,	  and	  the	  source	  of	  excellence	  to	  all	  
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who	   trust	   in	   Him.	   	   The	   2014	   edition	   of	   the	   Firstborns	   Night	   will	   take	   place	   on	  

Friday	   3rd	   October,	   2014	   at	   The	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   	   This	  

programme	   is	   for	   people	   from	   all	   works	   of	   life,	   and	   denominations.	   	   We	   are	  

prayerfully	  expecting	  to	  see	  you	  this	  year.	  

	  

2013	  ADVENT	  ORDINATION:	  

The	   fifth	  Advent	  Ordination	  of	  our	  Diocese	   took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  8th	  December,	  

2013	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  	  Four	  Ordinands	  were	  made	  

Deacons,	   while	   three	   deacons	   were	   ordained	   Priests.	   	   Those	   made	   deacons	  

include:	  

	   [a]	  	  Revd.	  Isaiah	  Chukwubuikem	  

	   [b]	  	  Revd.	  Chidi	  Enemo	  

	   [c]	  	  Revd.	  Chidozie	  Madu	  

	   [d]	  	  Revd.	  Chukwunonso	  Okafor.	  

	  

Those	  ordained	  Priests	  were:	  

	   [a]	  	  Revd.	  Promise	  Alor	  

	   [b]	  	  Revd.	  Ifeanyi	  Chukwuka	  

	   [c]	  	  Revd.	  Chuka	  Nwosu.	  

The	  retreatant	  was	  Ven.	  Chika	  Mbeyi.	  	  The	  theme	  for	  the	  ordination	  retreat	  was,	  

“A	  Holy	  Priest	  Serving	  a	  Holy	  God	  in	  an	  Unholy	  Generation”.	  	  In	  his	  sermon	  during	  

the	   ordination	   service,	   the	   preacher	   maintained	   that	   holiness	   of	   life	   is	   never	  

optional	  for	  any	  Priest	  in	  the	  Anglican	  Church.	  	  According	  to	  him,	  the	  ministry	  we	  

are	  called	   into	   is	  a	  holy	  one,	   the	  Altar	  we	  are	  serving	   is	  holy,	  and	  the	  articles	  of	  

worship	  in	  the	  altar	  are	  holy,	  and	  so	  the	  leader	  in	  such	  a	  holy	  service	  must	  be	  holy	  

at	  all	  times.	  	  We	  appreciate	  the	  Grace	  of	  God	  upon	  the	  life	  of	  this	  servant	  of	  God.	  
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TRUMPET	  AND	  TRIUMPHANT	  NIGHT:	  

This	   is	   our	   annual	   Diocesan	   Praise	   Night	   usually	   used	   to	   sum	   up	   the	   year’s	  

activities	   by	   praising	   and	   thanking	   God	   through	   songs	   and	   dances	   for	   all	   His	  

mercies	   upon	   us	   as	   a	   Diocese	   throughout	   the	   year.	   	   As	   usual	   this	   programme	  

attracts	  over-‐flowing	  crowd	  from	  many	  parts	  of	  the	  country.	   	  The	  crowd	  outside	  

the	  Cathedral	   building	  was	   so	  much	   that	   additional	   seats	   had	   to	  be	   rented	   and	  

projector	  screen	  provided	  for	  them	  so	  as	  to	  join	  in	  the	  programme	  conveniently.	  	  

The	   theme	   for	   last	  Trumpet	  and	  Triumphant	  Night	  was,	   “The	  beauty	  of	  praising	  

God”	  taken	  from	  Psalm	  147:1	  –	  20.	  	  The	  congregation	  was	  taught	  to	  always	  praise	  

God	  for	  the	  following	  reasons:	  

[a]	   Praise	  penetrates	  the	  heart	  of	  God	  while	  prayer	  penetrates	  His	  ears.	  

[b]	   Praise	  moves	  God	  into	  action	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Praise	  giver.	  

[c]	   Praise	  substitutes	  our	  personal	  efforts	  by	  bringing	  down	  the	  power	  of	  God	  

	   to	  work	  on	  our	  behalf.	  

[d]	   Praise	  assures	  us	  of	  God’s	  presence.	  

[e]	   Praise	  releases	  uncommon	  miracles.	  

[f]	   Praise	  brings	  us	  into	  our	  inheritance	  from	  God.	  

[g]	   When	   one	   praises	   God,	   the	   enemies	   are	   confounded,	   scattered,	   and	  

defeated.	  	  

	  Bro.	  Israel	  Anyanele	  of	  the	  Agape	  Love	  Band	  International,	  Aba	  led	  other	  Gospel	  

singers	   in	   providing	  melodious	   praise	   to	   God.	   	   Our	   own	   Destiny	   Fulfillers	  Mass	  

Choir;	   and	   Nkwa	   Group	   of	   Amichi-‐West	   Archdeaconry	   were	   not	   left	   out	   in	   the	  

grace-‐filled	   Praise	   Night.	   	   It	   was	   indeed	   a	   glorious	   and	  miraculous	   Night	   as	   the	  

presence	   of	   God	   really	   was	   felt	   among	   His	   people.	   	   This	   year’s	   Trumpet	   and	  

Triumphant	  Night	  will	  take	  place	  on	  Friday	  19th	  December,	  2014	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  

Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  at	  9.00	  p.m.	  till	  dawn.	  
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PRAYER	  BREAKFAST:	  

This	  monthly	  gathering	  of	  God’s	  people	  from	  within	  and	  outside	  the	  Diocese	  has	  

been	  growing	  in	  leaps	  and	  bounds	  with	  testimonies	  of	  great	  miracles	  done	  by	  God	  

for	   His	   people.	   	   The	   first	   day	   of	   January	   every	   year	   has	   been	   dedicated	   to	  

prophetic	   and	  Episcopal	  declarations	   for	   the	  year	  by	   the	  Bishop.	   	  On	   January	  1,	  

2014,	   people	   from	   across	   the	   Diocese	   and	   beyond	   gathered	   at	   The	   Cathedral	  

Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  especially	  those	  who	  are	  living	  faraway	  places	  who	  

have	  not	  been	  privileged	  to	  be	  attending	  the	  programme	  every	  month.	  	  The	  year	  

2014	  was	  declared	  “The	  Year	  of	  Divine	  Speed”.	  	  The	  Bishop	  during	  his	  ministration	  

assured	   the	   people	   that	   Divine	   speed	   moves	   one	   beyond	   human	   efforts	   and	  

ingenuity.	   	   When	   people	   operate	   under	   divine	   speed,	   their	   miracles	   will	   not	  

recognize	  human	  protocols	  and	  obstacles.	   	   It	   is	   the	  Holy	  Spirit	   that	  provides	  the	  

vehicle	  for	  divine	  speed,	  and	  under	  His	  influence,	  great	  miracles	  happen	  where	  no	  

opportunities	   existed.	   	   We	   also	   hold	   what	   we	   term	   “Prayer	   Breakfast	   of	  

Thanksgiving”	  on	  the	  first	  day	  of	  December,	  every	  year.	  	  By	  the	  grace	  of	  God,	  the	  

Prayer	   Breakfast	   programme	   has	   put	   smiles	   on	   the	   faces	   of	   many	   people	   and	  

families	   who	   have	   been	   attending	   the	   programme.	   	   It	   starts	   at	   6.00	   am.	   	   	   Be	  

assured	  that	  God	  is	  still	  waiting	  to	  bless	  those	  who	  will	  trust	  Him	  by	  attending	  the	  

programme	  every	  month	  to	  take	  dominion	  over	  the	  new	  month	  through	  fervent	  

prayers	  as	  well	  as	  clear	  any	  obstacle	  the	  enemy	  of	  our	  souls	  will	   like	  to	  place	  on	  

our	  way	  for	  that	  month.	  

	  

CHURCH	  WORKERS/WIVES	  ANNUAL	  SET	  APART:	  

The	   Bishop	   and	   wife,	   all	   the	   Clergymen,	   Catechists,	   Church-‐Teachers	   and	   their	  

wives	   in	   this	   Diocese	   usually	   begin	   the	   year	  with	   a	   Set	   Apart	   Programme.	   	   The	  

2014	  edition	  took	  place	  from	  Thursday	  23rd	  to	  Saturday	  25th	  January,	  2014	  at	  St.	  

Peter’s	  Anglican	  Church,	  Akabu-‐Osumenyi.	  	  The	  theme	  for	  the	  set	  apart	  was,	  “Be	  
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a	  Living	  Sacrifice	  unto	  God”.	   	  Our	  major	  resource	  person	  and	  guest	  speaker	  was	  

The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Johnson	  Onuoha,	  Bishop	  of	  Arochukwu/Ohofia	  Diocese.	  	  God	  really	  

used	  this	  unassuming	  and	  committed	  servant	  of	  God	  to	  minister	  to	  us	  practically,	  

simply	   and	   experientially.	   	   He	   was	   with	   us	   throughout	   the	   duration	   of	   the	   Set	  

Apart.	  	  Our	  Bible	  study	  facilitator	  was	  Revd.	  Canon	  Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka	  

from	  our	  Diocese.	  	  Some	  of	  the	  topics	  treated	  in	  the	  Set	  Apart	  included:	  

[a]	   A	  Living	  Sacrifice.	  

[b]	   Laying	  aside	  our	  own	  desires	  to	  follow	  Christ.	  

[c]	   Keeping	  our	  bodies	  fit.	  

[d]	   Be	  transformed	  and	  renewed.	  

[e]	   Goal	  setting,	  planning	  and	  keeping	  focus.	  

The	   programme	   also	   featured	   fervent	   Prayers	   for	   the	   Church	   workers,	   their	  

families,	  and	  ministry.	  	  Prayers	  were	  also	  said	  for	  all	  the	  members	  of	  our	  Diocese	  

both	  at	  home	  and	  in	  diaspora.	  

	  

2014	  DIOCESAN	  COVENANT	  SUNDAY:	  

The	  2014	  edition	  of	  our	  annual	  Diocesan	  Covenant	  Sunday	  took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  

26th	  January,	  2014	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  	  The	  theme	  for	  

this	   year	   was,	   “I	   have	   heard	   their	   Cry”	   [Exodus	   3:1	   –	   9].	   	   The	   Bishop	   who	  

ministered	  to	  the	  mammoth	  crowd	  said	  that	  God	  heard	  the	  cry	  and	  groaning	  of	  

the	   Israelites	   in	  Egypt,	  and	  sent	  Moses	  His	  servant	   to	  go	  and	  deliver	   them.	   	  The	  

metaphor	   of	   the	   burning	   bush	   typifies	   the	   terrible	   oppression	   and	   suppression	  

they	   were	   going	   through	   in	   the	   hands	   of	   Pharaoh	   and	   all	   the	   Egyptians.	   	   This	  

experience	  of	  the	  Israelites	  according	  to	  the	  Bishop	  teaches	  us	  that	  God	  sees	  and	  

knows	  all	  our	  struggles	  and	  predicaments.	  	  He	  encouraged	  the	  people	  to	  believe	  

that	   God	   is	   able	   to	   turn	   every	   ugly	   and	   unsavory	   experience	   we	   are	   passing	  

through	  around	  for	  our	  good	  and	  testimony.	  	  	  
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He	  also	  made	  the	  worshippers	  to	  know	  that	  God	  is	  never	  late	  in	  attending	  to	  us	  in	  

times	  of	  troubles.	  	  It	  is	  our	  own	  timing	  that	  is	  always	  wrong,	  and	  that	  makes	  us	  to	  

think	  that	  God	  is	  late.	  	  He	  further	  charged	  those	  present	  to	  dissociate	  themselves	  

completely	   from	   sin	   and	   sinful	   habits	   because	   this	   is	   only	   what	   makes	   God	   to	  

refuse	   to	   answer	   and	   deliver	   people	   from	   their	   troubles.	   The	   service	   usually	  

provided	   an	   ample	   opportunity	   for	   individuals,	   families	   and	   Churches	   to	   either	  

renew	   their	   covenants	   with	   God	   or	   enter	   into	   a	   new	   covenant	   with	   Him.	   	   All	  

manner	  of	  prayers	  were	   said	   for	  all	   the	  people,	   families,	   towns,	   states,	   and	  our	  

country	  Nigeria.	  	  Multitudes	  by	  the	  grace	  of	  God	  gave	  their	  lives	  to	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  

Christ	   by	   coming	   to	   the	   altar	   to	   confess	   their	   sins	   and	   repent	   from	   them.	  	  

Diocesan	   decision	   slips	   were	   given	   to	   such	   persons	   for	   effective	   follow-‐up	   for	  

those	   around,	   and	   continuous	   prayers	   and	   e-‐counseling	   for	   those	   from	   distant	  

places.	  	  People	  also	  made	  some	  financial	  commitments	  which	  serve	  as	  Covenant	  

Seed	  with	   God.	   	   It	   was	   simply	   awesome	   and	   glorious.	   	   This	   annual	   service	   and	  

spiritual	  event	  takes	  place	  on	  the	  last	  Sunday	  of	  January	  every	  year.	  

	  

YEARLY	  RETREAT	  FOR	  ALL	  P.C.C.	  MEMBERS	  AND	  EXCO	  MEMBERS	  	  

OF	  ALL	  ORGANIZATIONS:	  

This	   Retreat	   for	   all	   the	   P.C.C.	   and	   exco	  members	   of	   Church	   Organizations	   took	  

place	   on	   Saturday	   15th	   February,	   2014	   at	   St.	   Stephen’s	   Anglican	   Church,	  

Osumenyi.	   	   This	   year	   the	   retreat	   commenced	   with	   a	   Eucharistic	   Service.	   	   The	  

resource	  person	  whom	  God	  used	  to	  speak	  His	  Word	  to	  His	  people	  that	  day	  was	  

our	  own	  Revd.	  James	  Mbonu.	   	  He	  spoke	  on	  the	  topic,	  “Leadership	  by	  Example”.	  	  

Citing	   Daniel	   1:1	   –	   8;	   and	  Matthew	   7:21	   –	   23,	   Revd.	   James	   said	   that	   the	   best	  

example	  any	  Christian	  leader	  should	  leave	  for	  his	  followers	  is	  the	  example	  of	  holy	  

living.	  	  An	  unholy	  leader	  cannot	  produce	  holy	  followers,	  he	  reiterated.	  	  He	  further	  

challenged	   all	   Church	   leaders	   at	   various	   levels	   to	   demonstrate	   transparent	  
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faithfulness.	   	   He	   maintained	   that	   the	   most	   effective	   and	   influential	   pattern	   of	  

leadership	   is	   leadership	  by	  example.	   	  People	  especially	  our	  Church	  members	  are	  

tired	  of	  having	  and	  seeing	  great	  and	  wonderful	  preachers	  and	  talkers.	  	  They	  want	  

to	  see	  and	  have	  great	  doers	  of	  what	  they	  say	  and	  preach	  so	  that	  they	  can	  follow	  

them.	  	  He	  enjoined	  all	  the	  people	  to	  learn	  from	  our	  Lord	  and	  Saviour	  Jesus	  Christ	  

who	  in	  all	  ramifications	  showed	  us	  what	  it	  means	  to	  lead	  the	  people	  by	  example.	  

	  

	  

VALENTINE	  BANQUET:	  

The	  2014	  Valentine	  Banquet	  held	  on	  Sunday	  9th	  February,	  2014	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  

Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew	   Field,	   Amichi.	   	   The	   programme	   featured	   songs	   of	   praise,	  

Practical	   discussions	   on	   issues	   confronting	   the	   youths	   and	   couples,	   exciting	  

couples’	   intimacy	  games	  where	  couples	  come	  out	  to	  prove	  how	  they	  know	  each	  

other	  intimately	  by	  answering	  some	  questions	  bordering	  on	  marriage	  relationship	  

of	  husband	  and	  wife,	  life	  changing	  drama,	  and	  the	  declaration	  of	  God’s	  word.	  	  The	  

programme	  is	  growing	  in	  size	  and	  quality	  every	  year.	  	  This	  year	  we	  had	  to	  hire	  up	  

to	  three	  big	  tents	  in	  order	  to	  accommodate	  the	  large	  crowd.	  	  From	  the	  record	  of	  

sale	   of	   invitation	   cards,	   we	   had	   over	   two	   thousand,	   two	   hundred	   people	   in	  

attendance	  this	  year.	   	  As	  a	  result	  of	  this	  explosion	  of	  number,	  some	  participants	  

were	  unable	   to	  eat,	   and	  also	   seats	  were	  not	  enough.	   	  We	  had	  already	   sent	  out	  

short	  message	  texts	  to	  all;	  apologizing	  for	  the	  lapses,	  and	  promise	  to	  remedy	  that	  

in	  subsequent	  editions.	  	  It	  is	  a	  social	  cum	  spiritual	  programme	  aimed	  at	  correcting	  

the	  wrong	  notion	  and	  philosophy	  among	  young	  people	  that	  valentine	  celebration	  

is	  all	  about	  immorality	  and	  wantonness.	  	  	  It	  has	  been	  a	  time	  of	  relaxation,	  joy	  and	  

sharing	  in	  the	  Presence	  of	  God	  by	  both	  young	  and	  old.	  	  The	  greatest	  highlight	  of	  

the	  programme	  is	  that	  multitudes	  of	  people	  gave	  their	  lives	  to	  God	  by	  accepting	  

the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  as	  their	  Lord	  and	  personal	  Saviour.	  	  A	  lot	  of	  marriages	  were	  
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also	  healed	  and	  restored.	  	  This	  year,	  His	  Lordship,	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Johnson	  Onuoha	  and	  

wife	  joined	  us	  in	  the	  programme	  all	  the	  way	  from	  Arochukwu/Ohafia.	  	  We	  thank	  

God	  for	  their	  simplicity	  of	  life	  and	  humility.	  

	  

2014	  DIOCESAN	  MISSION	  AND	  EVANGELISM	  WEEK:	  

The	  2014	  Diocesan	  Mission	  and	  Evangelism	  Week	  was	  held	  at	  Archdeaconry	  levels	  

throughout	   the	  Diocese	  between	  Monday	  24th	   February	   and	   Sunday	  2nd	  March,	  

2014.	  	  All	  the	  Archdeaconries	  were	  allowed	  to	  choose	  a	  mission	  area	  within	  their	  

Archdeaconries	  to	  reach	  out	  with	  the	  Gospel	  of	  the	  kingdom.	  	  The	  mission	  week	  

activities	  this	  year	  included:	  	  morning	  cry;	  house	  to	  house	  evangelism,	  as	  well	  as	  

open	  air	  crusade	  and	  preaching.	  The	  general	  theme	  used	  throughout	  was,	  “As	   it	  

was	   in	   the	   days	   of	   Noah”.	   	   Both	   the	   organization	   and	   execution	   of	   this	   year’s	  

Mission	   week	   were	   very	   wonderful,	   fruitful	   and	   enriching.	   	   I	   must	   thank	   the	  

members	   of	   Diocesan	   Mission	   and	   Evangelism	   Committee	   under	   the	  

chairmanship	  of	  Revd.	  Christian	  Akosa.	  	  All	  the	  Clergymen,	  Church	  Teachers,	  and	  

many	  of	  our	  Church	  members	  are	  hereby	  commended	   for	  a	   job	  well	  done.	   	  We	  

are	  especially	  appealing	  to	  the	  men	  in	  the	  Diocese	  to	  be	  part	  of	  what	  God	  is	  doing	  

in	  the	  spiritual	  revival	  of	  this	  our	  area	  through	  the	  Gospel	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord.	  	  

We	  have	   started	   seeing	   both	   the	   impact	   and	   result	   of	   the	  Mission	  week	   in	   the	  

Diocese.	  

	  

LENTEN	  MEDITATION:	  

We	   have	   made	   it	   a	   tradition	   in	   this	   Diocese	   that	   we	   gather	   together	   every	  

Wednesday	   in	   Lent	   at	   different	   Churches	   as	   a	   Diocese	   to	   jointly	   observe	   the	  

Lenten	  Meditation.	  	  One	  of	  the	  aims	  of	  such	  service	  is	  to	  retrieve	  and	  reinvigorate	  

our	   old	   Anglican	   tradition	   of	   chanting	   the	   Litany	   throughout	   the	   Lenten	   period	  

which	   many	   of	   the	   new	   generation	   Anglican	   Priests	   have	   either	   jettisoned	  
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completely	  or	   relegated	   to	   the	  background.	   	   Such	   rich	  Anglican	  heritage	   is	   now	  

restored.	  	  It	  is	  also	  an	  avenue	  to	  challenge	  the	  present	  day	  Clergy-‐man	  that	  every	  

Anglican	   Priest	   should	   as	   a	   matter	   of	   tradition	   know	   how	   to	   chant	   the	   liturgy	  

masterly	   and	   richly	   too.	   	   It	   has	   also	  been	  an	  opportunity	   for	  us	   as	   a	  Diocese	   to	  

come	  together	  to	  fellowship	  and	  reflect	  on	  the	  imperatives	  and	  significance	  of	  the	  

Lenten	  season.	  	  Clergymen	  are	  chosen	  to	  preach	  in	  any	  Church	  we	  gather	  for	  the	  

Lenten	  meditation.	  	  Those	  who	  preached	  this	  year	  were:	  	  Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	  at	  

St.	  Peter’s	  Church,	  Umudim-‐Amichi;	   	  Revd.	  Samuel	  Omuka	  at	  St.	   James’	  Church,	  

Azigbo;	   Ven.	   Anthony	   Uchemereole	   at	   Christ	   Church,	   Odikpi-‐Osumenyi;	   Ven.	  

Godwin	  Okafor	   at	   Christ	   Church,	   Afube-‐Amichi;	   and	   Revd.	   Canon	   Chukwuebuka	  

Chukwuemeka	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  	  This	  year’s	  Lenten	  

service	  and	  meditation	  was	  observed	  from	  Wednesday	  12th	  March	  to	  Wednesday	  

9th	   April,	   2014.	   	   The	   last	   day	   of	   the	   Lenten	   meditation	   always	   featured	   the	  

Episcopal	   pronouncement	   of	   blessings	   on	   the	   people	   by	   the	   Bishop	   and	  

thanksgiving	  by	  various	  Parishes.	  

	  

NIGHT	  OF	  EVIDENCE:	  

This	  special	  programme	  started	  since	   last	  year	   in	   the	  Diocese	  which	  holds	  every	  

Good	  Friday	  night.	  	  The	  second	  edition	  took	  place	  on	  Good	  Friday	  18th	  April,	  2014.	  	  

It	  was	  held	  at	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew’s	  field,	  Amichi	  from	  9.00	  pm	  till	  

dawn.	   	   It	   attracts	   people	   from	   various	   states	   of	   the	   federation	   and	   across	  

different	   denominations.	   	   The	   number	   of	   people	   it	   attracts	   can	   only	   be	   aptly	  

described	  as	  great	  and	  intimidating.	   	  This	  accounts	  for	  why	  the	  Diocese	  employs	  

the	  services	  of	  the	  Police,	  Army,	  and	  local	  Vigilante	  for	  effective	  management	  and	  

control	  of	  the	  attendees.	  	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  programme	  this	  year	  was,	  “His	  Cross	  

Settled	   it”.	   	   Sis.	   Joy	   Okam	   Lazarus	   was	   the	   guest	   gospel	   singer	   who	   led	   the	  

congregation	   in	   lively	  praise-‐singing	   to	   the	  Almighty.	   	   In	   remembrance	  of	   Jesus’	  
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death	   on	   the	   cross,	   its	   implications	   and	   benefits,	   the	   preacher	   exposed	   the	  

participants	   to	   ten	   things	  which	  were	   settled	  by	  His	   Cross.	   	   They	  were	  outlined	  

thus:	  

[a]	   His	  cross	  settled	  all	  curses	  against	  us.	  

[b]	   Restored	  to	  us	  the	  original	  Abrahamic	  blessings	  and	  covenant.	  

[c]	   Delivered	  us	  from	  all	  manner	  of	  sicknesses	  and	  diseases.	  

[d]	   Opened	  the	  door	  of	  prosperity	  to	  God’s	  children.	  

[e]	   Destroyed	  all	  the	  evil	  works	  of	  all	  principalities	  and	  powers.	  	  

[f]	   Brought	  full	  deliverance	  to	  us,	  and	  sets	  all	  captives	  free.	  

[g]	   Gave	   us	   direct	   access	   to	   the	   throne	   of	   God	   in	   Prayer	   by	   removing	   all	  

	   obstacles.	  

[h]	   Brought	  to	  us	  peace	  and	  gave	  us	  authority	  as	  believers.	  

[i]	   Settled	  every	  question	  about	  the	  reality	  and	  certainty	  of	  Resurrection.	  

[j]	   Settled	   the	   issue	   of	   forgiveness	   of	   sin	   from	   and	   true	   Reconciliation	   with	  

	   God.	  

The	  people	  were	  led	  in	  series	  of	  prayers	  of	  repentance	  and	  regeneration;	  prayers	  

for	  all	  kinds	  of	  deliverance	  and	  liberation	  for	  every	  curse;	  prayers	  for	  healing	  and	  

fruitfulness;	   prayers	   of	   conception	   and	   fruit	   of	   the	   womb;	   and	   prayers	   of	   re-‐

positioning	  of	  individuals,	  marriages,	  and	  families.	  	  A	  lot	  of	  testimonies	  have	  been	  

coming	  in	  since	  after	  the	  programme.	  	  Above	  all,	  many	  souls	  were	  won	  for	  Christ	  

Jesus	  and	  His	  kingdom.	  

	  

DIOCESAN	  VIGILS:	  

The	  Diocese	  holds	  joint	  vigil	  once	  every	  quarter	  and	  it	  has	  been	  very	  fruitful	  and	  

rewarding.	   	   We	   met	   first	   immediately	   after	   the	   last	   Synod	   at	   St.	   Stephen’s	  

Anglican	  Church,	  Osumenyi	  on	  21st	   June,	  2013.	   	  Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	  preached	  

on	  the	  topic,	  “Unlocking	  Heaven	  through	  Prayer”.	  
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On	   25th	   October,	   2013,	   we	   held	   it	   at	   Immanuel	   Church,	   Ekwulumili	   and	   Ven.	  

Chukwudi	  Osondu	  from	  Diocese	  of	  The	  Aguata	  ministered	  on,	  “The	  arrival	  of	  the	  

Master”.	   	  The	  last	  edition	  before	  this	  synod	  was	  held	  on	  Friday	  11	  April,	  2014	  at	  

Ebenezer	  Church,	  Unubi;	  and	  Revd.	  Chidi	  Enemo	  spoke	  on,	  “Oh	  Lord	  show	  forth	  

your	  Power”.	  	  The	  Bishop	  led	  the	  congregation	  in	  a	  series	  of	  intercessory	  prayers,	  

and	  warfare	  prayers.	   	   The	  experiences	   in	   these	   vigils	   have	  been	   very	   rewarding	  

and	  miraculous.	   	   I	   must	   appreciate	   the	   consistent	   and	   relentless	   efforts	   of	   our	  

Diocesan	  Prayer	  Co-‐ordinator	  in	  the	  person	  of	  Revd.	  Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	  

who	   is	   at	   the	   helm	   of	   affairs	   in	   all	   the	   prayer	   projects	   of	   the	   Diocese.	   	   These	  

Prayer	   projects	   have	   in	   no	   small	   measure	   made	   so	   many	   things	   to	   work	   out	  

positively	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  	  May	  God	  continue	  to	  bless	  you,	  your	  ministry,	  and	  your	  

team	  of	  Prayer	  warriors	  and	  intercessors	  in	  the	  mighty	  and	  glorious	  name	  of	  Jesus	  

Christ	  our	  Lord.	  

	  

DEDICATIONS/INAUGURATIONS:	  

Within	   the	   Synod	   year	   under	   review,	  we	  dedicated	   some	  Church	  buildings,	   and	  

inaugurated	  one	  Parish.	  	  They	  are:	  

[a]	   The	   Principal’s/Staff	   quarters	   of	   Holy	   Child	   Convent,	   Amichi	   built	   under	  

	   one	  year	  was	  dedicated	  by	  us	  on	  Sunday	  December	  1,	  2013.	  

[b]	   We	   dedicated	   the	   completed	   Church	   building	   of	   Christ	   Church,	   Odikpi-‐

	   Osumenyi	  on	  Thursday	  26th	  December,	  2013.	  

[c]	   On	  Saturday	  28th	  December,	  2013,	  the	  ultra-‐modern	  Church	  building	  of	  St.	  

	   Peter’s	   Church,	   Akabu-‐Osumenyi	   built	   by	   Sir	   and	   Lady	  Michael	   Agazie	   to	  

	   mark	  his	  80th	  Birthday	  celebration	  was	  dedicated	  by	  us.	  

[d]	   The	  Throne	  and	  new	  Palace	  court/square	  of	  the	  new	  Igwe	  of	  Ezinifite,	  His	  

	   Royal	   Highness,	   Igwe	   Anayo	   Samuel	   Obika	   was	   dedicate	   on	   30th

	   December,	  2013.	  
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[e]	   St.	  Peter’s	  Church,	  Umudim-‐Amichi	  new	  Church	  building	  was	  dedicated	  on	  

	   4th	  January,	  2014.	  

[f]	   We	  laid	  the	  foundation	  stone	  of	  the	  new	  Vicarage	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  

of	  St.	  	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  on	  Sunday,	  29th	  December,	  2013.	  

[g]	   The	   Vicarage	   of	   Immanuel	   Church,	   Akwaihedi	   fully	   and	   totally	  

reconstructed	  and	  renovated	  by	  Mr.	  Christian	  Odunwa	  was	   dedicated	  

by	  us	  on	  12	  January,	  2014.	  

[h]	   The	   dedication	   of	   All	   Saints’	   Church,	   Obiofia-‐Osumenyi	   Church	   building	  

	   took	   place	   on	   Monday	   21st	   April,	   2014.	   	   On	   the	   same	   day,	   we	   also	  

	   inaugurated	  the	  Church	  as	  a	  Parish.	  

[i]	   The	  Re-‐dedication	  service	  of	   the	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	   took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  

	   27th	  April,	  2014	  at	  Christ	  Church,	  Afube-‐Amichi.	  

[j]	   We	   dedicated	   the	   family	   house	   of	   Sir	   and	   Lady	   Uche	   Nwachukwu	   at	  

	   Ekwulumili	  on	  Sunday	  11th	  May,	  2014.	  

Within	  the	  period,	  we	  dedicated	  some	  cars	  for	  some	  of	  our	  Clergymen	  Thus:	  

[i]	   Ven.	  Nnamdi	  Amutaigwe	  -‐	   Lexus	  Jeep.	  

[ii]	   Ven.	  Jonathan	  Umeasiegbu	   -‐	   High	  lander	  Jeep.	  

[Iii]	   Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	   -‐	   Car.	  

[iv]	   Canon	  Samson	  Ikedinma	  	   -‐	   Sienna.	  

[v]	   Revd.	  Chukwunonso	  Okafor	   -‐	   Car.	  

[vi]	   Revd.	  ChidiEnemo	   	   -‐	   “	  

[vii]	   Revd.	  Samuel	  Iwuorah	   	   -‐	  	  	  	  	   “	  

[viii]	   Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	   	   -‐	   “	  

[ix]	   Canon	  Oliver	  Chigbo	   	   -‐	   “	  

[x]	   Revd.	  Anthony	  Nwankwo	  -‐	   “	  

[xi]	   Mrs.	  Joy	  Umeoranefo	   	   -‐	   “	  

[xii]	   Mrs.	  Josephine	  Amutaigwe	   -‐	   “	  
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We	  thank	  the	  Almighty	  God	  for	  blessing	  the	  efforts	  of	  these	  His	  Servants.	   	  

	  

IN	  TOUCH	  WITH	  GOD	  RADIO	  MINISTRY:	  

We	   continue	   to	   give	   special	   thanks	   to	   the	   great	   and	   mighty	   God	   who	   has	  

continued	   to	  make	   funds	   available	   for	   the	   sustenance	  of	   this	  media	   Evangelism	  

outreach	   despite	   the	   huge	   amount	   of	   money	   expended	   on	   it	   yearly.	   	   My	   very	  

warm	  gratitude	  goes	  to	  Sir	  Dr.	  U.C.	  	  Nzewi;	  	  and	  Sir	  Engr.	  C.O.	  Umeigbo	  who	  have	  

been	  the	  only	  two	  people	  from	  our	  Diocese	  that	  have	  given	  meaningful	  financial	  

support	   consistently	   which	   have	   helped	   to	   kept	   the	   programme	   on	   air.	   	   This	  

programme	  now	  runs	  in	  four	  radio	  stations	  every	  week.	  	  They	  are:	  	  	  

ABS,	  Onitsha	  90.70	  fm	   	   -‐	   Fridays	  7.30	  –	  8.00	  p.m.	  

BCA,	  Umuahia	  88.1	  fm	   	   -‐	   Saturdays	  6.30	  –	  7.00	  p.m.	  

Purity	  FM,	  Awka	  102.5	  fm	   -‐	   Saturdays	  8.30	  –	  9.00	  p.m.	  

Unity	  FM,	  Abakaliki	  101.5	  fm	   -‐	   Sundays	  3.15	  –	  30	  &	  8.30	  –	  8.45	  p.m.	  

	  

The	   impact	  of	   this	  programme	   in	  people’s	   lives	  cannot	  be	  adequately	  described	  

with	  words.	  	  We	  spend	  not	  less	  than	  two	  million	  five	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	  	  

[N2.5	  m]	  every	  year	  in	  keeping	  this	  programme	  and	  we	  have	  no	  regret	  doing	  that.	  	  

We	   intend	   to	   extend	   to	   more	   radio	   stations	   as	   soon	   as	   funds	   are	   available	  

because	  the	  effect	  and	  result	  are	  wonderful.	  

	  

Recently,	   the	  Anglican	   Cable	  Network	   of	  Nigeria	   [ACNN]	   approached	   us	   one	   on	  

one	  asking	  us	  to	  start	  a	  programme	  in	  their	  television	  station.	  	  We	  have	  not	  done	  

that	  because	  I	  know	  the	  financial	  involvement	  and	  implication.	  	  I	  therefore	  remind	  

and	  appeal	  to	  our	  members	  to	  join	  hands	  with	  us	  in	  taking	  the	  Gospel	  of	  our	  Lord	  

Jesus	  Christ	  to	  desperate	  souls.	  	  The	  highest	  achievement	  a	  Christian	  can	  make	  in	  

this	   life	   is	   to	  save	  a	  soul	   for	  God’s	  kingdom.	   	   Instead	  of	  wasting	  your	  money	  on	  
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irrelevant	  and	  ephemeral	  things	  that	  have	  no	  eternal	  value	  and	  reward	  like	  taking	  

ozo	  title	  and	  sponsoring	  of	  masquerade,	  why	  not	  sponsor	  the	  work	  of	  Evangelism	  

and	   Mission	   and	   God	   will	   surely	   bless	   you.	   	   We	   are	   prayerfully	   and	   anxiously	  

waiting	   for	   individuals,	   Churches	   and	   Parishes,	   who	   can	   partner	  with	   us	   in	   this	  

Great	  assignment	  from	  our	  Great	  God.	  

	  

	  

EVENTS	  AND	  PROJECTS:	  

2013	  WIDOWS’	  CHRISTMAS	  PARTY:	  

Christmas	  is	  a	  time	  of	  love	  and	  sharing.	  	  In	  following	  the	  annual	  tradition	  of	  taking	  

care	   of	   widows	   in	   the	   Diocese,	   the	   2013	   Widows’	   Party	   took	   place	   on	   19th	  

December,	  2013	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  	  The	  last	  widows’	  party	  witnessed	  the	  presence	  

of	  not	  less	  than	  eight	  hundred	  widows.	  	  They	  were	  encouraged	  with	  the	  Word	  of	  

God,	  and	  prayed	  for	  fervently	  concerning	  the	  various	  challenges	  they	  are	  facing	  as	  

widows.	  	  At	  the	  end,	  each	  widow	  went	  home	  with	  a	  half	  bag	  of	  rice,	  and	  sachets	  

or	  tins	  of	  tomatoes.	   	  They	  were	  also	  served	  and	  fed	  sumptuously	  by	  the	  women	  

organizations	  led	  by	  the	  President,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor	  and	  assisted	  by	  the	  wives	  

of	  the	  Clergy.	  	   It	  was	  no	  doubt	  a	  joyous	  and	  worthwhile	  exercise	  because	  seeing	  

these	   women	   going	   home	   hopeful	   and	   fulfilled.	   Some	   widows	   from	   other	  

denominations	  also	  benefitted	  from	  the	  exercise.	  	  Let	  me	  at	  this	  time	  passionately	  

appeal	   to	   wives	   of	   our	   Clergymen	   to	   establish	   and	   have	   a	   functional	   Widows’	  

Fellowship	  in	  their	  Churches	  in	  order	  to	  minister	  meaningfully	  to	  them.	  	  Let	  it	  not	  

just	  be	  a	  case	  of	  coming	  to	  collect	  rice	  once	  a	  year.	   	  From	  this	  year,	  the	  widows	  

that	  will	  partake	  in	  the	  Christmas	  Party	  will	  be	  selected	  from	  the	  members	  of	  the	  

Christian	  Widows’	   Fellowship.	   	   Furthermore,	   the	   list	   of	   committed	  members	   of	  

the	   fellowship	  who	  will	   benefit	   from	   the	  Christmas	  party	  must	   be	   submitted	   to	  

the	  office	  of	  the	  Bishop’s	  Administrative	  Assistant	  unfailingly	  on	  the	  last	  week	  of	  
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October.	  	  This	  is	  to	  enable	  the	  Diocese	  to	  make	  adequate	  arrangements	  so	  as	  to	  

take	  proper	  care	  of	  the	  participants.	  

	  

CHURCH	  WORKERS	  AND	  WIVES	  END	  OF	  THE	  YEAR	  GET-‐TOGETHER:	  

All	   the	   Priests,	   Church	   Teachers,	   Postulants	   and	   their	   wives	   gathered	   at	   the	  

Bishopscourt,	  Amichi	  on	  23rd	  December,	  2013	  for	  the	  annual	  get-‐together.	  	  These	  

wonderful	   servants	   of	   the	   Lord	   who	   labour	   all	   through	   the	   year	   to	   keep	   the	  

Church	   and	  Diocese	  moving	  need	   to	  be	   appreciated	   and	  encouraged	  no	  matter	  

how	   small.	   	   This	   is	   exactly	   the	   spirit	   behind	   the	   annual	   event.	   	   I	   only	   came	   to	  

appreciate	   the	   relevance	  of	   this	  gesture	  when	   I	   threatened	  to	  put	  off	   the	  event	  

last	  year.	   	  The	  passionate	  appeal	  and	  pleading	  from	  the	  workers	  revealed	  to	  me	  

that	   the	   action	   has	   been	   alleviating	   the	   burdens	   associated	   with	   Christmas	  

celebration	   and	   its	   attendant	   family	   demands.	   	   All	   the	   Church	   workers	   smiled	  

home	  with	  meaningful	   food	   items	  as	  gifts.	   	  Though	   it	  has	  not	  been	  easy	   for	   the	  

Diocese	  in	  sponsoring	  and	  hosting	  of	  this	  event,	  it	  is	  our	  desire	  to	  continue	  to	  hold	  

it	  because	  it	  is	  worth	  it.	  	  You	  can	  be	  part	  of	  the	  sponsorship.	  	  He	  who	  gives	  a	  cup	  

of	  water	  to	  a	  prophet	  of	  God,	  shall	  in	  no	  wise	  lose	  his/her	  reward.	  

	  

DIOCESAN	  HOSPITAL,	  AMICHI:	  

This	   hospital	   has	   been	   moving	   from	   strength	   to	   strength,	   and	   glory	   to	   glory.	  	  

Many	  heart	  cheering	  activities	  have	  taken	  place	  in	  the	  hospital	  within	  the	  Synod	  

year	  under	  review.	  	  I	  must	  not	  fail	  to	  lavish	  our	  appreciation	  and	  gratitude	  to	  His	  

Excellency,	  Chief	  Peter	  Obi,	  CON,	  the	  immediate	  past	  governor	  of	  Anambra	  state	  

for	  committedly	  partnering	  with	  the	  Diocese	  in	  giving	  the	  hospital	  not	  only	  a	  face-‐

lift	  but	  also	  a	  pride	  of	  place	  in	  the	  health	  sector.	  	  The	  governor	  released	  another	  

sixty	  million	  naira	  [N60	  m]	  within	  ten	  months	  in	  addition	  to	  the	  thirty-‐two	  million	  

naira	  [N32	  m]	  already	  released	  in	  2012.	  	  He	  also	  fulfilled	  his	  promise	  of	  providing	  
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a	   life-‐saving	   Ambulance	   valued	   at	   over	   twenty	   million	   naira	   [N20m]	   to	   the	  

hospital.	   	  This	  amount	  released	  has	  enabled	  the	  Diocese	  to	  put	  up	  a	   two-‐storey	  

building	  hostel	  for	  nurses	  which	  is	  now	  ninety	  percent	  [90%]	  in	  completion.	  	  The	  

renovation	   of	   the	   hospital	   fence	   and	   its	   plastering	   are	   almost	   completed.	   	   The	  

entire	  hospital	  is	  now	  wearing	  a	  complete	  new	  look.	  	  We	  have	  employed	  full	  time	  

Doctors,	  full	  time	  qualified	  Pharmacist,	  qualified	  Nurses,	  Laboratory	  scientists	  and	  

technicians.	  	  The	  hospital	  is	  now	  a	  bee-‐hive	  of	  activities	  every	  day	  of	  the	  week.	  

We	  have	  acquired	  an	  ultra-‐sound	  machine	   for	   the	  hospital	  which	   is	  now	   in	  use.	  	  

Within	   the	  period,	  we	  bought	  a	  2007	  model	   sienna	  ambulance	   for	   the	  hospital.	  	  

Recently,	  our	  application	  to	  the	  state	  ministry	  of	  Health	  for	  the	  establishment	  of	  a	  

School	  of	  Nursing	  in	  the	  hospital	  has	  received	  approval,	  courtesy	  of	  the	  out	  gone	  

Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  	  The	  governor	  also	  promised	  to	  give	  the	  sum	  of	  one	  

hundred	  million	  naira	  [N100m]	  to	  assist	  the	  Diocese	  in	  erecting	  a	  hostel	  block	  for	  

the	   incoming	   students.	   	   He	   approved	   sixty	  million	   naira	   [N60m]	   as	   part	   of	   that	  

fund	   before	   leaving	   office	   in	   March,	   2014.	   	   I	   therefore,	   hereby	   appeal	   to	   His	  

Excellency,	  Chief	  Dr.	  Willie	  Obiano,	  and	  the	  current	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State	  to	  

please	  release	  the	  money	  to	  us	  to	  start	  the	  construction	  of	  the	  hostel	  block.	  	  The	  

building	  design	  and	  architectural	  drawing	  are	  ready.	  	  I	  strongly	  believe	  that	  it	  was	  

the	   pressure	   of	   complexities	   of	   settling	   down	   in	   office	   that	   has	   delayed	   the	  

prompt	  release	  of	  the	  money	  because	  I	  am	  aware	  that	  you	  are	  quite	  willing	  and	  

capable.	   	   Recently,	   we	   set	   up	   a	   Steering	   Committee	   for	   the	   establishment	   and	  

take-‐off	   of	   the	   School	   of	   Nursing.	   	   The	   Committee	   is	   chaired	   by	   Mrs.	   Esther	  

Maduka.	   	   For	   optimal	   performance,	   we	   have	   appointed	   a	   full-‐time	   hospital	  

Administrator	   in	   the	   person	   of	   Revd.	   Isaiah	   Chukwubikem.	   	   He	   has	   since	   taken	  

over	   from	   the	   former	   Administrator,	   Revd.	   Canon	   Samson	   Ikedinma	   who	   was	  

doing	   a	   good	   job	   but	   because	   of	   his	   being	   in-‐charge	   of	   a	   Church,	   it	   was	   not	  
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possible	   for	   him	   to	   be	   present	   in	   the	   hospital	   every	   time	   he	  was	   needed.	   	  We	  

thank	  him	  for	  doing	  a	  very	  good	  work.	  

The	  appointment	  of	  a	  full	  time	  administrator	  has	  started	  paying	  off.	  	  He	  is	  always	  

available	  to	  attend	  to	  any	  situation	  that	  may	  arise,	  and	  as	  well	  see	  to	  the	  day	  to	  

day	  administration	  of	   the	  hospital.	   	  To	  also	  ensure	  that	   the	  hospital	   is	  managed	  

very	   effectively,	   we	   have	   appointed	   Dr.	   Innocent	   Ajegi	   as	   the	   acting	   Medical	  

Superintendent	  of	  the	  hospital.	   	  This	  young	  man	  with	  other	  medical	  doctors	  has	  

been	  doing	  a	  great	  work	  in	  that	  hospital.	  	  Many	  surgeries	  are	  taking	  place	  in	  the	  

hospital	   on	  weekly	  basis.	   	   They	  have	  embarked	  on	   some	   local	  medical	  missions	  

and	  outreaches	  within	  the	  Diocese.	  	  We	  still	  have	  so	  many	  structures	  to	  put	  up	  in	  

the	  hospital	  like	  the	  Administrative	  building	  for	  the	  School	  of	  Nursing,	  a	  Chapel	  for	  

the	   hospital	   community,	   an	   18-‐seater	   bus	   for	   the	   students,	   etc.	   	   Allow	   God	   to	  

speak	  to	  you	  and	  use	  you	  in	  this	  regard.	  

	  

HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT,	  AMICHI:	  

This	  school	  has	  continued	  to	  wax	  stronger	  and	  stronger	  academically,	  spiritually,	  

and	   in	   infrastructural	  development.	   	  The	  principal	  Ms.	   Ijeoma	  Ndoeche	  with	  her	  

team	  of	   tutorial	   and	   non-‐tutorial	   staff	   has	   been	   doing	   a	  wonderful	  work	   in	   the	  

Convent.	  	  The	  Chaplain,	  Revd.	  Chuka	  Nwosu	  has	  left	  no	  stone	  unturned	  in	  taking	  

care	  of	   the	   spiritual	  needs	  and	  morality	  of	   the	   students.	   	   The	  Convent	   received	  

another	  18-‐seater	  bus,	  a	  20	  KVA	  electric	  generator,	  50	  sets	  of	  Computer	  laptops	  

with	   a	   Printer,	   one	  million	   two	   hundred	   thousand	   naira	   [N1.2m]	   for	   laboratory	  

equipment	   from	   Anambra	   state	   government	   courtesy	   of	   Chief	   Peter	   Obi,	   the	  

former	  governor.	   	  Following	  the	  resignation	  of	  the	  former	  Chairman	  of	  Board	  of	  

Governors	  of	  the	  Convent	  due	  to	  ill-‐health,	  a	  new	  Chairman	  has	  been	  appointed.	  	  

She	   is	  Mrs.	  Chika	  Onwuka,	  a	  seasoned	  educationist.	   	  She	  has	  resumed	  her	  duty.	  	  

In	   another	   development,	   a	   standard	   and	   harmonized	   Salary	   Structure,	   and	  
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conditions	   of	   service	   had	   been	   produced	   for	   the	   Convent	   and	  Master’s	   Vessel	  

Seminary,	   Osumenyi.	   	   This	  was	  made	   possible	   by	   the	   committee	   set	   up	   by	   the	  

Diocese	   to	   that	   effect	   headed	   by	   Sir	   Dr.	   U.C.	   Nzewi.	   	   The	   documents	   has	   been	  

approved	  by	  us	   for	   implementation	  and	  use	  by	   the	  schools	   from	  January,	  2014.	  	  

The	   West	   African	   School	   Certificate	   result	   for	   last	   year	   was	   simply	   wonderful.	  	  

Over	  three	  hundred	  students	  are	  seeking	  admission	  into	  JSSI	  only	  in	  the	  Convent	  

this	   current	   academic	   session.	   	   A	  multi-‐million	   naira	   Principal’s/Staff	   house	   has	  

been	  completed	  in	  the	  school	  within	  the	  year.	  	  It	  was	  dedicated	  on	  December	  1,	  

2013.	  

MASTER’S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI:	  

We	  are	  full	  of	  thanks	  to	  God	  for	  His	  mighty	  hands	  upon	  this	  young	  but	  dynamic	  

Seminary.	   	  Accreditation	  and	  approval	  have	  been	  given	   to	   the	  Seminary	   to	   take	  

the	  Basic	  Education	  Certificate	  Examination	   [B.E.C.E].	   	  That	  of	  Senior	  WAEC	   is	   in	  

progress	  and	  will	  soon	  be	  completed.	  	  The	  Almighty	  God	  has	  enabled	  us	  to	  build	  

two	  extra	  two-‐storey	  buildings	  within	  this	  period	  thereby	  solving	  the	  problem	  of	  

classroom	   blocks,	   examination,	   administrative	   offices,	   and	   staff	   offices	  

permanently.	   	   We	   just	   started	   the	   construction	   of	   a	   permanent	   three-‐storey	  

hostel	   building	   for	   the	   students.	   	   The	   Seminary	   also	   benefitted	   from	   the	  

magnanimity	   of	   our	   past	   education-‐friendly	   governor,	   Chief	   Peter	   Obi.	   	   He	  

provided	   an	   eighteen-‐seater	   bus,	   a	   20	   KVA	   brand	   new	   electric	   generator,	  

nineteen	  pieces	  of	  Dell	  Computer	  Laptops	  	  and	  a	  Printer,	  one	  million	  two	  hundred	  

thousand	  naira	   [N1.2m]	  for	   laboratory	  equipment.	   	  The	  school	   is	   taking	  her	   first	  

BECE	   [Junior	  WAEC]	   now.	   	   About	   one	   hundred	   and	   eighty	   students	   are	   seeking	  

admission	  into	  JSS	  I	  2014/2015	  academic	  session.	  	  The	  Seminary	  as	  stated	  earlier	  

now	   has	   a	   salary	   scale	   and	   conditions	   of	   service	   which	   are	   in	   use	   now.	   	   It	   is	  

appropriate	   here	   to	   commend	   the	   Principal	   of	   the	   Seminary,	   Revd.	   Godson	  

Ugochukwu,	  and	  his	  staff	  members	  for	  the	  good	  works	  they	  are	  doing	  in	  the	  lives	  
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of	   these	   young	   boys.	   	   Revd.	   Pascal	   Umeoduagu,	   the	   Chaplain	   deserves	   special	  

appreciation	  for	  taking	  care	  of	  the	  spiritual	  and	  moral	  aspects	  of	  the	  students.	  	  To	  

God	  be	  all	  the	  glory	  and	  honour	  for	  what	  He	  has	  been	  doing	  in	  that	  school.	  	  It	  is	  

out	  of	  His	  grace	  and	  mercy	   that	  we	  have	  done	  the	  much	  that	  has	  been	  done	   in	  

our	  growing	  Seminary.	  

	  

	  

DIOCESAN	  INTEGRATED	  FARM:	  

This	  farm	  is	  located	  in	  Utuh.	  	  The	  farm	  received	  a	  major	  boost	  following	  the	  visit	  

of	  the	  former	  governor,	  Chief	  Peter	  Obi	  to	  the	  farm	  around	  October	  2013	  during	  

which	  he	  promised	  to	  assist	  the	  Diocese	  to	  have	  a	  Standard	  Integrated	  Farm.	  	  He	  

followed	   it	   up	   by	   sending	   the	   former	   Commissioner	   for	   Agriculture	  who	   visited	  

the	  farm	  and	  asked	  us	  to	  submit	  our	  proposal	  and	  feasibility	  for	  the	  establishment	  

of	  a	  functional	  farm.	  	  After	  a	  very	  meticulous	  analysis,	  we	  articulated	  and	  sent	  a	  

budget	   proposal	   of	   one	   hundred	   and	   forty-‐four	   million	   naira	   only	   to	   the	  

government	  [N144m].	  	  The	  governor	  in	  his	  characteristic	  manner	  promised	  to	  give	  

us	   this	   amount	   but	   in	   bits.	   	   Before	   he	   left,	   he	   released	   twenty	   million	   naira	  

[N20m]	   as	   initial	   support	   grant	   for	   the	   farm.	   	  We	   have	   sunk	   a	   borehole	   in	   the	  

farm,	  and	  erected	  an	  overhead	  tank	  of	  six	  thousand	  gallons	  capacity	  which	  gulped	  

around	  four	  million	  two	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	  only	  [N4.2m].	  	  The	  farm	  now	  has	  

a	  very	  clean	  ten	  ton	  capacity	  truck	  which	  we	  bought	  at	  the	  cost	  of	  three	  million,	  

nine	   hundred	   thousand	   naira	   [N3.9m]	   both	   purchase	   and	   clearing,	   and	  

construction	  of	  iron	  bars	  round	  about	  the	  trunk.	  

By	   the	   Grace	   of	   God,	   we	   have	   constructed	   another	   pen	   of	   six	   thousand	   birds	  

capacity	  at	  the	  cost	  of	  five	  million	  eight	  hundred	  and	  sixty	  thousand	  naira	  only	  	  

[N5.86m].	  The	  pen	  was	  recently	  stocked	  with	  five	  thousand	  chicks.	  This	  brings	  the	  

total	  number	  of	  birds	  to	  ten	  thousand.	  	  Furthermore,	  having	  seen	  how	  exorbitant	  
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buying	  and	  using	  already	  made	  feed	  had	  been	  which	  reduces	  any	  profit	  we	  would	  

have	  made	  to	  very	  minute	  level,	  we	  decided	  to	  manufacture	  our	  own	  feed.	  	  God	  

has	  enabled	  us	  to	  build	  a	  feed	  manufacturing	  factory	  in	  the	  farm	  premises	  which	  

also	  serves	  as	  a	  warehouse	  for	  the	  raw	  materials	  and	  the	  manufactured	  feed.	  	  We	  

have	   secured	   the	   two	   major	   machines	   needed	   for	   production,	   which	   are	  

Crusher/Grater(hammer	  mill),	  and	  Mixer.	  	  The	  total	  cost	  of	  both	  the	  building	  and	  

machines	  is	  approximately	  put	  at	  Six	  million	  five	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	  [N6.5m].	  	  

A	  brand	  new	  45	  KVA	  Sound-‐proof	  Generator	  had	  been	  bought	  in	  May	  [last	  month]	  

at	  the	  cost	  of	  two	  million	  eight	  hundred	  and	  ten	  thousand	  naira	  [N2.81m]	  which	  

powers	   the	  machines	   in	   the	   factory,	   supplies	   light	   to	   the	   residents	   in	   the	   farm,	  

and	  pumps	  water	  from	  the	  borehole.	  	  	  

The	   women	   ministry/organization	   is	   now	   embarking	   on	   the	   construction	   of	   a	  

standard	   thirty	   thousand	   capacity	   fishery.	   	   This	   is	   at	   a	   very	   advanced	   stage	   of	  

completion.	   	  They	  are	  also	  constructing	  a	  hatchery	   for	   fingerlings.	   	  All	   these	  are	  

within	  the	  premise	  of	  the	  farm.	  	  Plans	  have	  been	  completed	  for	  the	  construction	  

of	  another	  building	  which	  will	  house	  the	  cold-‐room,	  offices,	  storage	  and	  packing	  

stores.	  	  We	  shall	  likely	  have	  frozen	  chicken	  in	  the	  farm	  before	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year.	  	  

I	  am	  pleading	  with	  the	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State	  to	  complete	  the	  release	  of	  the	  

remaining	   fund	   promised	   us	   by	   the	   state	   government.	   	   We	   are	   expanding	   the	  

farm	   to	   include	   Quail	   farming,	   Goat	   farming,	   Grass-‐cutter	   farming.	   	   A	   new	  

manager,	  Mrs.	  Ngozi	  Akosa	  has	  been	  appointed	  for	  the	  farm.	  	  I	  praise	  God	  for	  the	  

zeal,	  commitment	  and	  sacrifice	  of	  this	  woman	  in	  the	  running	  and	  management	  of	  

the	  farm.	  

	  

DIOCESAN	  WELFARE	  SCHEMES	  AND	  PACKAGES:	  

The	  Diocese	  in	  order	  to	  pursue	  a	  holistic	  approach	  to	  the	  preaching	  of	  the	  Gospel	  

of	  Christ	  Jesus,	  has	  embarked	  on	  various	  types	  of	  welfare	  schemes	  and	  packages.	  	  
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Some	   of	   which	   include	   the	   securing	   of	   admissions	   into	   universities	   and	   other	  

institutions	  of	  higher	   learning	  for	  many	  of	  our	  qualified	  young	  men	  and	  women.	  	  

The	   Diocese	   has	   undertaken	   scholarships	   for	   some	   indigent	   students	   both	   at	  

secondary	  and	  university	   levels.	   	  Currently	   the	  Diocese	   is	   sponsoring	   fully	   seven	  

students	   in	   the	   Universities	   through	   our	   scholarship	   schemes.	   	  We	   also	   have	   a	  

student	   in	   South	   Africa	   under	   this	   scheme.	   	   The	   aim	   of	   this	   scheme	   is	   to	  

encourage	   our	   Youths	   to	   pursue	   education	   which	   is	   the	   bedrock	   for	   youth	  

productivity	  and	  creativity.	  	  	  

In	  a	  bid	   to	  encourage	  our	   fellow	  Church	  workers	   in	  other	  Dioceses	  we	  consider	  

purely	  missionary	  in	  nature	  financially,	  the	  Diocese	  has	  offered	  to	  pay	  the	  stipend	  

of	  three	  Priests	  for	  one	  full	  year.	   	  Two	  of	  the	  Priests	  are	  from	  Abakaliki	  Diocese,	  

and	  one	  from	  Ngbo	  Diocese.	  	  On	  4th	  of	  April	  2014,	  during	  the	  Diocesan	  Mothers’	  

Union	  prayer	   retreat,	   the	  Diocese	  put	   smile	  on	   the	   faces	  of	   some	  mothers	  who	  

had	  clocked	  seventy-‐five	  and	  eighty	  years	  by	  giving	  each	  of	  them	  half	  bag	  of	  rice,	  

a	   carton	  of	   tomatoes,	   and	   ten	   thousand	  naira	  only	   [N10,000].	   	   This	   is	  our	   small	  

way	  of	  celebrating	  old	  age	  which	  is	  a	  blessing.	  	  We	  could	  see	  joy,	  encouragement,	  

and	   life	   in	   these	   mothers	   as	   they	   danced	   gloriously	   in	   God’s	   presence	   in	  

celebrating	  such	  gesture.	  

In	  another	  development,	   the	  Diocese	  through	  the	  co-‐operation	  of	  some	  women	  

who	  attended	  last	  year’s	  Wailing	  Women	  Prayer	  Summit	  took	  up	  the	  challenge	  of	  

building	  a	  four-‐bed	  room	  bungalow	  for	  a	  woman	  who	  attended	  the	  programme.	  	  

This	   house	   has	   been	   completed,	   painted,	   electrified	   and	   connected	   to	   the	  

National	  power	  grid,	  and	  handed	  over	  to	  the	  woman	  who	  is	  from	  Igboukwu.	  	  Also	  

recently,	   two	   of	   the	   new	   converts	   we	   have	   from	   Obiagu	   village,	   Amichi	   are	  

benefitting	   from	  the	  Welfare	  package	  of	   the	  Diocese.	   	  One	  of	   them	   is	  a	  woman	  

who	  has	  broken	  and	  dwarf	  perimeter	  fence	  around	  her	  house	  from	  where	  some	  

miscreants	  come	  to	   rape	  her	  sick	  daughter.	   	  The	  complete	   fencing	  of	   the	  entire	  
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compound	   has	   been	   done	   for	   her.	   	   The	   other	   family	   has	   very	   dilapidated	  mud	  

house	  which	   is	   a	   very	   great	   threat	   to	   their	   life	   and	   safety.	   	   The	  Diocese	   is	   now	  

erecting	   a	   four	   bedroom	  new	  bungalow.	   	   The	  work	   started	   in	  April,	   and	  by	   the	  

grace	   of	   God,	   the	   building	   has	   been	   roofed,	   and	   plastering	  work	   has	   started	   in	  

earnest.	  	  Before	  the	  end	  of	  July,	  the	  house	  will	  be	  completed	  and	  handed	  over	  to	  

the	   family.	   	  We	   have	   assisted	   some	   people	   to	   start	   petty	   businesses,	   and	   paid	  

house	  rents	  to	  people	  who	  are	  desperately	  in	  trouble.	  	  These	  projects	  are	  taking	  

millions	  of	  naira	  from	  the	  Diocese.	  	  The	  Diocese	  is	  not	  doing	  these	  things	  because	  

there	  is	  money,	  but	  because	  the	  Gospel	  we	  preach	  demands	  that	  we	  embark	  on	  

such	  welfare	  schemes.	  The	  Diocese	  as	  a	  show	  of	  brotherly	  solidarity	  gave	  the	  sum	  

of	   one	   million	   naira	   [N1m]	   to	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Mbamili	   as	   she	   embarks	   on	   the	  

reconstruction	  of	  the	  Diocese	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  flood	  disaster	  they	  experienced	  in	  

2012.	  	  	  

In	   the	   same	   vein,	   as	   a	   follow-‐up	   to	   the	   directive	   we	   gave	   in	   my	   Presidential	  

Address	   at	   Ebenator	   Synod	   of	   2011	   wherein	   I	   instructed	   that	   no	   Clergyman	   is	  

allowed	   to	   buy	   and	   use	   Jeep	   in	   this	  Diocese	   if	   he	   has	   no	   personal	   house	   in	   his	  

town	   or	   village,	   the	   Diocese	   gave	   a	   support	   grant	   of	   two	   hundred	   and	   fifty	  

thousand	  naira	   [N250,000]	  each	  to	   two	  of	  our	  Clergymen	  namely:	   	  Revd.	  Canon	  

Oliver	  Chigbo;	  and	  Revd.	  Canon	  Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka,	  who	  we	  found	  out	  

to	  have	  started	  building	   their	  personal	  houses.	   	   Let	  me	  once	  again	   thank	  Sir	  Dr.	  

U.C.	  Nzewi	  who	  not	   only	   have	   brought	   and	   supported	   that	   policy	   by	   giving	   out	  

two	  hundred	  and	  fifty	  thousand	  naira	  [N250,000]	  but	  has	  in	  his	  wisdom	  provided	  

us	  with	  the	  criteria	  or	  parameter	  for	  choosing	  which	  Clergy	  to	  benefit	   from	  that	  

Clergy	  housing	  scheme.	  	  In	  his	  personal	  letter	  to	  us	  	  accompanied	  by	  the	  cheque,	  

he	  told	  us	  to	  give	  that	  money	  to	  any	  clergy	  I	  consider	  to	  be	  LOYAL	  TO	  THE	  BISHOP	  

AND	  DIOCESE;	  PRODUCTIVE	  IN	  THIS	  MINISTRY;	  OBEDIENT	  TO	  THE	  BISHOP	  AND	  

POLICIES	   OF	   THE	   DIOCESE;	   AND	  WHO	   HAS	   ACTUALLY	   STARTED	   BUILDING	   NO	  
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MATTER	  AT	  WHAT	  LEVEL.	   	  This	  makes	  me	  to	  let	  the	  clergy	  in	  this	  Diocese	  know	  

that	   not	   all	   Priests	   will	   benefit	   from	   this	   Housing	   Scheme,	   but	   only	   those	   who	  

meet	   the	   above	   criteria.	   	   I	   am	   appealing	   to	   all	   our	  members	   in	   this	   Diocese	   to	  

support	  us	  in	  providing	  house	  to	  the	  Priests	  of	  God	  who	  are	  laboring	  among	  you	  

by	  donating	  towards	  this	  laudable	  project.	  	  To	  further	  encourage	  those	  Clergymen	  

who	  have	  been	  doing	  marvelously	  well	   to	  pursue	   the	  building	  of	   their	   personal	  

houses,	  I	  now	  invite	  Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum;	  Revd.	  Canon	  Oliver	  Chigbo;	  and	  Revd.	  

Canon	   Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka	   to	   receive	   the	   sum	   of	   one	   million	   naira	  

[N1m];	  and	  seven	  hundred	  and	  fifty	  thousand	  naira	  [N750,000]	  each	  respectively	  

as	  our	  appreciation	  for	  your	  loyalty,	  creativity,	  productivity,	  and	  obedience	  in	  the	  

Diocese.	  	  The	  last	  two	  are	  receiving	  seven	  hundred	  and	  fifty	  thousand	  naira	  each	  

so	   as	   to	  make	   up	   the	   amount	   they	   have	   already	   received	   to	   one	  million	   naira	  

each.	   	   This	   exercise	   has	   nothing	   to	   do	   with	   sycophancy	   but	   usefulness	   to	   the	  

Diocese,	  and	  a	  means	  of	  encouraging	  house	  ownership	  by	  the	  Clergy.	  	  

We	  intend	  to	  make	  this	  a	  yearly	  exercise	  and	  nothing	  stops	  us	  from	  giving	  a	  Priest	  

who	  has	  received	  before	  a	  second	  time.	  

	  

LAND	  ACQUISITION,	  DONATIONS,	  AND	  PROCUREMENTS:	  

Within	  this	  one	  year	  under	  review,	  the	  Diocese	  made	  acquisitions	  of	  land	  through	  

donation	   and	   outright	   purchase.	   	   Last	   year	   during	   our	   second	   session	   of	   the	  

second	   Synod	   at	   St.	   Peter’s	   Church,	   Amichi	   I	   appealed	   to	   the	   people	   of	   Unubi	  

through	   the	   traditional	   ruler	   of	   the	   town,	   Igwe	   Francis	  Umennajiego	   to	   provide	  

not	  less	  than	  six	  plots	  of	  land	  for	  the	  Diocese	  for	  the	  citing	  of	  our	  proposed	  Table	  

Water	  Production/manufacturing	  factory.	   	   I	  am	  herein	  thanking	   in	  a	  very	  special	  

way,	  the	  traditional	  ruler	  of	  Unubi,	  the	  President-‐General	  of	  Unubi	  Development	  

Union,	  and	  his	  executives,	  and	  the	  entire	  Unubi	  community	  for	  finally	  donating	  six	  

plots	  of	  land	  to	  the	  Diocese	  for	  our	  Table	  Water	  project.	  	  We	  equally	  thank	  them	  
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for	   heeding	   our	   plea	   to	   remove	   all	   bottlenecks	   and	   conditions	   that	   wanted	   to	  

hamper	   this	   rare	   magnanimity.	   	   By	   the	   grace	   of	   God,	   we	   shall	   start	   the	  

development	   of	   the	   site	   after	   this	   Synod.	   	   This	   water	   project	   would	   have	  

commenced	   in	   full	   and	   advanced	   greatly	   before	   now	   if	   not	   for	   the	   issues	  

surrounding	  the	  conditions	  of	  the	  donation	  of	  the	  land.	  	  Nevertheless,	  the	  site	  has	  

been	  cleared	   for	  commencement	  of	  work	  soonest.	   	  Still	  on	   land	  acquisition,	   the	  

Diocese	  bought	  in	  January	  this	  year,	  ten	  plots	  of	  land	  at	  Obiagu-‐Amichi.	  	  The	  total	  

cost	   of	   the	   land	   including	   the	   survey	   cost,	   settlement	   of	   Obiagu	   Development	  

Union,	   and	   other	   sundry	   expenses	   amounted	   to	   eighteen	  million,	   four	   hundred	  

thousand	   naira	   only	   [N18.4m]	  which	   has	   been	   fully	   paid	   to	   all	   concerned.	   	   The	  

fencing	   of	   the	   school	   premises	   and	   erection	   of	   a	   new	   classroom	   block	   at	  

Akwaihedi	   has	   been	   completed.	   	   A	   new	   classroom	   block	   was	   also	   erected	   at	  

Eziama-‐Amichi.	   	   The	   Diocese	   procured	   a	   ten-‐ton	   truck	   [N3.9m];	   a	   2007	   model	  

Toyota	  Sienna	  Jeep	  ambulance	  [N2.2m]	  including	  refurbishment	  and	  servicing];	  A	  

Toyota	   Camry	  Car	   for	   the	  Diocesan	  Accountant	   [N1.6m];	   two	   fairly	   used	   25KVA	  

Supportive	  Generators	  for	  the	  Bishopcourt,	  and	  Diocesan	  Secretariat	  [N900,000].	  

The	   immediate	   past	   governor	   of	   Anambra	   state	   donated	   a	   brand	   new	   Security	  

Van	  to	  us	  in	  March	  this	  year.	  	  We	  are	  very	  grateful	  to	  Chief	  Peter	  Obi	  in	  all	  things	  

he	  did	  for	  the	  Diocese	  during	  his	  tenure.	  	  	  

The	  Diocese	  has	  also	  secured	  a	  three-‐bedroom	  flat	  for	  Anglican	  Corpers	  posted	  in	  

this	  area	  to	  serve	  as	  their	  Corpers	  lodge/secretariat.	  

	  

WOMEN	  ORGANIZATIONS:	  

I	  want	  to	  in	  a	  very	  special	  way	  appreciate	  and	  thank	  the	  President	  of	  the	  Mothers’	  

Union,	  Women’s	  Guild,	  and	  Girls’	  Guild	  of	  this	  Diocese,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor,	  her	  

lieutenants,	   and	   indeed	   all	   women	   and	   girls	   for	   their	   unalloyed	   support	   to	   the	  

Diocese.	  	  They	  are	  waxing	  stronger	  and	  stronger	  every	  year.	  	  The	  women	  gave	  an	  
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initial	   take-‐off	   donation	   of	   ten	  million	   naira	   [N10m]	   to	   the	  Diocese	   this	   year	   in	  

response	  to	  the	  Bishop’s	  appeal	  to	  them	  to	  sponsor	  the	  building	  of	  a	  three-‐storey	  

hostel	  building	  at	   the	  Master’s	  Vessel	  Seminary,	  Osumenyi.	   	   They	  also	  bought	  a	  

brand	  new	  18-‐seater	  Toyota	  high	  roof	  hummer	  bus	  at	   the	  cost	  of	  seven	  million,	  

five	   hundred	   thousand	   naira	   [N7.5m]	   only.	   	   They	   decided	   to	   purchase	   the	   bus	  

because	  the	  person	  who	  pledged	  to	  donate	  the	  bus	  to	  them	  since	  2009	  was	  not	  

forthcoming	   in	   fulfilling	  his	  promise	  and	  redeeming	  his	  pledge.	   	  The	  women	  are	  

embarking	   on	   the	   construction	   of	   a	   thirty	   thousand	   capacity	   fishery,	   and	   a	  

hatchery	  at	  the	  Diocesan	  Integrated	  Farm	  for	  the	  women	  organizations	  as	  a	  fund	  

generating	   venture.	   	   It	   was	   the	   women	   organizations	   that	   provided	   over	   eight	  

hundred	   cartons	   of	   tin	   tomatoes	   for	   distribution	   during	   the	   2013	   Widows’	  

Christmas	  Party.	  	  My	  prayer	  is	  that	  the	  almighty	  and	  gracious	  God	  will	  continue	  to	  

bless,	   empower	   and	   enrich	   our	   women	   in	   the	   mighty	   name	   of	   our	   Lord	   and	  

Saviour	  Jesus	  Christ.	  

	  

CONFIRMATION/ADMISSIONS	  STATISTICS:	  

Below	   is	   the	   schedule	   and	   statistics	   of	   Confirmation	   and	   admissions	  within	   the	  

year	  under	  review:-‐	  

	  

STATISTICS	  OF	  CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSIONS	  
	  
	  
S/
N	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  CHURCH	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  
DATE	  

CONFIRM
ATION	  
	  
MALE	  	  	  
FEMALE	  

	  
GIR
LS’	  
GUI
LD	  

	  
WOM
ENS	  
GUIL
D	  

MOTH
ER’s	  
UNIO
N	  

	  
OFFERI
NGS	  

	   	  
AFTER	   2013	   DIOCESAN	  
SYNOD	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  N	  
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1.	  

	  
IMMANUAL	   CHURCH,	  
EKWULUMILI	  

	  
22/09/
2013	  

	  
3	  

	  
12	  

	  
3	  

	  
11	  

	  
1	  

	  
15,685.
=	  

2.	   EBENEZER	   CHURCH,	  
UNUBI	  

29/09/
2013	  

17	   8	   3	   6	   1	   	  	  
7,340.=	  

3.	   HOLY	   TRINITY	   CHURCH,	  
UTUH	  

13/10/
2013	  

4	   9	   5	   7	   2	   	  	  
6,720.=	  

4.	   ST.	   JAMES’	   CHURCH,	  
AZIGBO	  

20/10/
2013	  

6	   4	   2	   2	   -‐	   	  
18,615.
=	  

5.	   ST.	   STEPHEN’S	   CHURCH,	  
OSUMENYI	  

03/11/
2013	  

7	   20	   4	   2	   5	   	  
13,785.
=	  

6.	   ST.	   PHILIP’S	   CHURCH,	  
AMICHI	  

17/11/
1013	  

9	   2	   1	   1	   1	   	  
12,230.
=	  

7.	   ST.	   SIMON’S	   CHURCH,	  
EZINIFITE	  

24/11/
2013	  

7	   11	   5	   5	   2	   	  	  
18,965.
=	  

8.	   MASTER’S	   VESSEL	  
SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI	  

27/11/
2013	  

45	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   	  
23,105.
=	  

9.	   HOLY	   CHILD	   CONVENT,	  
AMICHI	  

04/12/
2013	  

	   64	   67	   	   	   	  
36,870.
=	  

1
0.	  

ST.	   ANDREW’S	  
CATHEDRAL,	  AMICHI	  

15/12/
2013	  

19	   23	   7	   3	   1	   	  
25,365.
=	  

1
1.	  

CHURCH	   OF	   DIVINE	  
COMPASSION,	  AMICHI	  

19/01/
2014	  

4	   9	   2	   1	   1	   	  
17,435.
=	  

1
2.	  

ALL	   SAINTS’	   CHURCH,	  
OSUMENYI	  

26/01/
2014	  

4	   5	   2	   2	   3	   	  	  	  
7,795.=	  

1
3.	  

IMMANUEL	   CHURCH,	  
EKWULUMILI	  

09/03/
2014	  

16	   19	   10	   7	   7	   	  
17,605.
=	  

1
4.	  

CHRIST	  CHURCH,	  AMICHI	   16/03/
2014	  

16	   8	   6	   3	   2	   	  
18,285.
=	  

	   TOTAL	   	   15 194	   117	   50	   26	   239,80
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7	   0.=	  
	  

	  

RETIREMENTS:	  

I	  did	  mention	  in	  my	  Address	  last	  year	  that	  Revd.	  Canon	  Peter	  Nneji	  will	  retire	  from	  

active	   Church	  Ministry	   and	   Service	   in	   December,	   2014.	   	   Because	   of	   the	   fragile	  

nature	  of	  his	  health,	  the	  Diocese	  granted	  him	  what	  we	  termed	  Sabbatical	  leave	  by	  

not	  giving	  him	  any	  stressful	  assignment,	  and	  also	  paying	  his	   rent	   in	  Nnewi	   from	  

that	   last	   year	   till	   his	   actual	   retirement	   date.	   	  We	   also	   pay	   his	   full	   stipend,	   and	  

encourage	  him	   to	   attend	   all	  meetings	   and	   functions	  he	   feels	   healthy	   to	   attend.	  	  

We	  thank	  God	  for	  his	  life.	  	  	  

Mr.	   Eni-‐Okoli,	   a	   Catechist	   in	   the	   Diocese	   has	   also	   been	   notified	   by	   the	  

Superannuation	  office	  that	  he	  is	  due	  for	  retirement	  on	  December,	  2015.	  	  He	  has	  

put	  up	  a	   letter	  of	   voluntary	   retirement	  as	  a	   result	  of	   ill-‐health.	   	  We	  granted	  his	  

request	  because	  he	  heeded	  our	  advice.	  	  We	  have	  also	  decided	  to	  pay	  his	  stipend	  

till	   December	   this	   year	   when	   we	   shall	   inform	   the	   Superannuation	   office	   of	   his	  

voluntary	   retirement	   so	   as	   to	   enhance	   the	   prompt	   release	   of	   his	   Pension	  

entitlements.	  

ABSCONDMENT:	  

I	   wish	   to	   regrettably	   announce	   the	   unceremonious	   abscondment	   of	   Revd.	  

Tochukwu	   Chukwuekezie	   from	   the	   Diocese	   in	   September	   2012.	   	   Before	   his	  

abscondment,	   he	   was	   one	   of	   the	   curates	   in	   St.	   Stephen’s	   Anglican	   Church,	  

Osumenyi.	  	  He	  did	  not	  inform	  his	  Vicar/Archdeacon	  or	  the	  Bishop	  of	  his	  intention	  

to	   leave	   the	   Church	  ministry	   and	  Diocese.	   	   Every	   attempt	   to	   reach	   him	   proved	  

abortive.	  	  When	  we	  eventually	  spoke	  to	  his	  father	  who	  is	  a	  Canon,	  he	  simply	  told	  

me	  that	  Tochukwu	  his	  son	  has	  gone	  to	  further	  his	  studies	  abroad.	  	  This	  is	  a	  young	  

man	  who	  has	  not	  even	  WAEC	  result	  let	  alone	  any	  higher	  institution	  certificate.	  	  He	  
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was	  made	  a	  deacon	  in	  2010,	  and	  ordained	  Priest	  in	  2012	  by	  us.	  	  He	  left	  with	  the	  

car	  that	  the	  Diocese	  gave	  him	  after	  his	  ordination.	  	  He	  did	  not	  return	  our	  License,	  

and	   letter	   of	   order	   to	   us	   even	   after	   we	   asked	   the	   father	   to	   prevail	   on	   him	   to	  

surrender	  those	  documents	  to	  us.	  	  Let	  it	  therefore	  be	  known	  to	  all	  that	  Tochukwu	  

Chukwuekezie	   is	  no	  more	  a	  Priest	   in	   this	  Diocese,	  and	  by	  extension	  no	  more	  an	  

Anglican	  Priest.	  	  Anyone	  relating	  with	  him	  in	  that	  capacity	  both	  within	  and	  outside	  

this	  Diocese	  does	  so	  at	  his	  or	  her	  detriment.	  	  We	  waited	  patiently	  for	  these	  long	  

months	  to	  know	  if	  he	  would	  come	  back	  to	  his	  senses	  and	  rescind	  his	  decision,	  but	  

it	  has	  proved	  a	  mirage.	  	  His	  ordination	  license	  is	  hereby	  revoked,	  and	  withdrawn.	  	  

Please	  continue	  to	  pray	  for	  him.	  

	  

POLICY	  MATTERS:	  

[a]	   LAYREADERS’	  AND	  CHURCH-‐TEACHERS’	  CASSOCK:	  

Anglican	  Church	  is	  a	  Church	  of	   liturgy,	  order,	  and	  hierarchy.	   	  We	  operate	  on	  the	  

tripod	  of	  the	  scripture,	  tradition,	  and	  reason.	  	  We	  have	  observed	  with	  dismay	  that	  

this	   orderliness	   and	   hierarchy	   observance	   is	   grossly	   being	   eroded.	   	   Lay	   Readers	  

now	   wear	   all	   types	   of	   Cassocks,	   and	   even	   girdle.	   	   Church	   Teachers	   have	   also	  

joined	  in	  that	  rascality.	  	  I	  therefore	  state	  and	  instruct	  that	  from	  henceforth,	  no	  lay	  

reader,	  and	  Church	   teacher	   is	  allowed	   to	  wear	  Cassock	  with	   cape.	  They	  are	  not	  

also	   allowed	   to	   use	   girdle.	   	   Let	   us	   learn	   from	   our	   forebears	   in	  maintaining	   our	  

tradition	  of	  orderliness	  in	  our	  Church.	  

[b]	   CLEARANCE	  BEFORE	  BURIAL:	  

It	   has	   come	   to	   our	   knowledge	   that	   this	   has	   continued	   to	   generate	   serious	  

controversy	  and	  resistance	  among	  our	  members	  especially	  those	  in	  both	  local	  and	  

international	   diaspora.	   	   No	   organization,	   institution,	   society	   or	   union	   exists	  

without	  membership	  modalities	  and	  criteria.	  	  Let	  me	  make	  it	  clear	  again	  here	  that	  

membership	   in	   Anglican	   Church	   is	   renewable	   every	   year	   with	   just	   a	   token	   of	  
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money.	   	   This	   is	   what	   was	   formerly	   known	   as	   “Class	   Dues”,	   but	   now	   we	   call	   it	  

“Stewardship”.	  	  It	  is	  the	  payment	  of	  this	  insignificant	  amount	  of	  money	  every	  year	  

by	  all,	  both	  young	  and	  old	  that	  qualifies	  your	  name	  to	  be	  in	  our	  Church	  register.	  	  

Also	   if	   there	   are	   dues	   or	   levies	  which	  members	   paid	   for	   a	   particular	   project	   or	  

purpose	  at	  any	  given	  time,	  all	  adult	  members	  are	  expected	  to	  pay	  theirs	  that	  year.	  	  

If	  you	  fail	   to	  respond	  to	  these	  statutory	  financial	  obligations	  for	  a	  period	  of	  two	  

years,	   the	   Church	   will	   not	   be	   involved	   if	   such	   a	   person	   dies.	   	   If	   a	   parent	   of	  

defaulting	  members	   dies,	   all	   the	   children	   of	   that	  man/woman	  who	   are	   still	   our	  

members	  must	  pay	  all	  their	  dues	  before	  such	  a	  burial	  will	  take	  place.	  	  No	  branch	  

executive	   committee	   has	   the	   authority	   to	   instruct	   a	   priest	   to	   bury	   a	   person	  

because	   according	   to	   them,	   they	   have	   cleared	   or	   absolved	   such	   your	   branch	  

member	  from	  all	  indebtedness.	  	  Clearance	  for	  burial	  or	  wedding	  is	  done	  at	  home	  

by	  the	  priest,	  vicar	  or	  Church	  worker	  at	  home.	  Your	  name	  must	  be	  found	   in	  the	  

Church	   register	   at	   home.	   	   No	   Anglican	   priest	   or	   Church	   worker	   is	   allowed	   to	  

conduct	  burial	  for	  any	  of	  our	  members	  from	  outside	  the	  Diocese	  if	  such	  a	  member	  

is	  not	  up	  to	  date	  in	  his/her	  home	  Church.	  	  The	  much	  such	  a	  priest	  or	  parish	  can	  do	  

if	  the	  person	  is	  committed	  in	  the	  Church	  outside	  his/her	  home	  is	  to	  have	  a	  service	  

of	   songs,	   and	   possibly	   a	   commendation	   service	   for	   the	   person	   in	   that	  Diaspora	  

Diocese	  and	  Parish.	   	  We	   shall	   never	   take	   it	   lightly	  with	  any	  priest	   from	  another	  

Diocese	  who	  comes	  here	  to	  create	  confusion	  for	  us.	  	  I	  am	  also	  aware	  that	  some	  of	  

our	   clergymen	   are	   still	   compromising	   this	   stance	   and	   standard	   because	   of	   a	  

morsel	   of	   bread	   thereby	   painting	   those	   who	   uphold	   the	   instruction	   of	   the	  

Diocesan	  black	  and	  portraying	  them	  as	  wicked	  before	  their	  parishioners.	  	  We	  have	  

taken	   note	   of	   such	   hypocritical,	   balaamic	   and	   dishonest	   clergymen.	   	   We	   shall	  

react	  when	  the	  time	  is	  ripe.	  

[c]	   ENDOWMENT	  FUND:	  
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Since	   2010,	   we	   inaugurated	   the	   Diocesan	   Endowment	   Committee	   and	   saddled	  

them	  with	   the	   responsibility	   of	   organizing	  meaningful	   financial	   Endowment	   for	  

the	  Diocese.	  	  We	  thank	  God	  that	  Endowment	  Fund	  Card	  has	  been	  produced	  and	  

distributed.	   	   I	   am	   very	   glad	   to	   commend	   our	   parishioners	   at	   home	   who	   have	  

committed	  themselves	  to	  the	  payment	  of	  this	  Endowment.	  	  May	  the	  good	  Lord	  in	  

whose	  name	  you	  have	  taken	  up	  this	  challenge	  continually	  bless	  and	  replenish	  you	  

and	  your	  families	  in	  the	  mighty	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  Amen.	  	  As	  usual,	  our	  abroad	  

members	   are	   still	   resisting	   it	   and	   castigating	   the	   Bishop	   and	   his	   Priests.	   	   It	   is	  

unfortunate	   that	   this	   has	   been	   the	   stock-‐in-‐trade	   of	   these	   our	   honorable	   and	  

noble	  abroad	  members	  who	  should	  have	  been	  the	  backbone	  of	  the	  Diocese	  which	  

is	   the	   case	   in	   other	   Dioceses.	   	   Let	  me	   remind	   those	   of	   you	  who	   think	   that	   the	  

Diocese	  will	  grind	  to	  a	  half	  without	  them,	  that	  this	  Church	  belongs	  to	  God,	  and	  he	  

does	   not	   even	   need	   you	   to	   do	  His	  work.	   	   Jesus	   answered	   those	   Pharisees	  who	  

wanted	  to	  stop	  those	  who	  were	  doing	  God’s	  work	  at	  his	  Triumphal	  entry	  and	  said:	  

“I	  tell	  you	  that	  if	  these	  ones	  should	  keep	  silent,	  the	  stones	  would	  immediately	  cry	  

out”	  [Luke	  19:40].	  

The	   Almighty	   God	   has	   graciously	   blessed	   this	   Diocese	   with	   many	   well-‐to-‐do	  

members,	  but	  majority	  of	  these	  members	  have	  chosen	  to	  work	  against	  God,	  and	  

the	  Church	  with	  their	  positions	  and	  finances.	   	  We	  have	  many	  members	  who	  can	  

comfortably	   give	   this	   Diocese	   twenty,	   ten	   or	   five	  million	   naira	   yearly	   for	  many	  

years	  for	  this	  endowment.	  	  Is	  it	  not	  time	  to	  reflect	  and	  ask:	  ‘Since	  six	  years	  now,	  I	  

have	   not	   given	   the	   needed	   support	   to	   this	   Diocese,	   yet	   the	   Diocese	   is	   waxing	  

stronger	   year	   by	   year;	   What	   is	   wrong	   with	   me?	   	   Why	   am	   I	   rewarding	   God’s	  

goodness	  and	  mercy	  to	  me	  with	  evil?’	   	  God	  is	  watching	  all	  of	  us.	   If	  you	   like,	  pay	  

the	  endowment	  contribution.	   	   If	   you	   like	  kill	   it	   in	  your	  branches.	   	   I	  promise	  you	  

under	   God,	   that	   this	   Diocese	   will	   continue	   to	   soar	   higher	   like	   the	   eagle	   in	   all	  

ramifications	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  



257	  
	  

[d]	   2015	  DIOCESAN	  HARVEST:	  

The	  Diocese	  organized	  her	   first	   combined	  Diocesan	  harvest	  and	  bazaar	   in	  2011,	  

and	   I	   promised	   that	  we	   shall	   be	   doing	   that	   again	   in	   2015.	   	   The	   next	   combined	  

Diocesan	   harvest	   and	   bazaar	   sales	   come	   up	   on	  Monday	   6th	   April,	   2015	   [Easter	  

Monday]	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  	  This	  is	  going	  to	  be	  the	  mother	  of	  all	  harvests.	  	  	  

It	  is	  tagged,	  “Harvest	  of	  Memorial	  Sacrifice	  and	  Covenant”.	  	  For	  effective	  planning	  

and	   productive	   execution	   of	   that	   harvest,	   the	   members	   of	   the	   2015	   Diocesan	  

Harvest	  Planning	  Committee	  are:	  

1.   	   Sir	  Chidi	  Onumajuru	   	   -‐	  	   Chairman	  

2.   	   Sir	  Emma.	  Okoli	   	   	   -‐	   1st	  Vice	  Chairman	  

3.   	   Ven.	  Nnamdi	  Amutaigwe	  -‐	   2nd	  Vice	  Chairman	  

4.   	   Sir	  Emma.	  Okafor	   	   	   -‐	   Member	  

5.   	   Mr.	  Chiedozie	  Ozodo	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

6.   	   Revd.	  Canon	  Oliver	  Chigbo	   -‐	   	   “	  

7.   	   Canon	  Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka	   	   “	  

8.   	   Engr.	  Mrs	  Esther	  Ikedinma	   -‐	   	   “	  

9.   	   Mrs.	  Esther	  Maduka	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

10.  	   Chief	  Laz.	  Okoli	   	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

11.  	   Barr.	  Lady	  Amaka	  Udogu	  	   -‐	   	   “	   	  

12.  	   Ven.	  Henry	  Amobi	   	   	   -‐	   	   “	   	  

13.  	   Mrs.	  Ijeoma	  Ndoeche	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

14.  	   Mrs.	  Chika	  Onwuka	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

15.  	   Sir	  Uche	  Nwachukwu	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

16.  	   Chief	  James	  Ojiaka	  	   -‐	   	   “	  

17.  	   Sir	  Christian	  .I.	  Nwosu	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

18.  	   Sir	  Anslem	  Obiagwu	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

19.  	   Lady	  Patricia	  Akubuogo	   	   -‐	   	   “	  
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20.  	   Sir	  Engr.	  Frank	  Igwilo	   	   -‐	   	   “	  

Your	   term	   of	   reference	   is	   simply	   to	   plan	   and	   execute	   a	   very	   successful	   harvest	  

which	  will	  yield	  enough	  money	  to	  endow	  the	  Diocese.	   	  The	  committee	  is	  free	  to	  

co-‐opt	   as	   many	   people	   as	   they	   would	   deem	   fit	   if	   such	   need	   arises.	   	   By	   this	  

arrangement,	  no	  event	  will	  be	   fixed	  by	  any	  Church	  or	  member	  on	  that	  6th	  April,	  

2015	   in	   the	   Diocese.	   	   All	   roads	   lead	   to	   the	   Cathedral	   on	   that	   day.	   	   Every	  

Archdeaconry	  will	  have	  their	  separate	  canopies	  during	  the	  sales	  at	   the	   field	  and	  

should	  raise	  men	  and	  women	  to	  man	  their	  tables.	  	  	  For	  the	  Bishop’s	  Canopy	  and	  

Executive	  Table;	  these	  are	  my	  compulsory	  Table	  dignitaries	  and	  members.	  

	   [i]	   High	  Chief	  Sir	  S.N.	  Ukachukwu	  

	   [ii]	   Sir	  	  Michael	  Agazie	  

	   [iii]	   Hon.	  Justice	  G.C.	  Anulude	  

	   [iv]	   Sir	  Engr.	  Cyprain	  Umeigbo	  

	   [v]	   Sir	  Engr.	  Chuba	  Ochubili	  

	   [vi]	   Chief	  Felix	  Ofordum	  

	   [vii]	   Chief	  Dr.	  Chidi	  Anyaegbu	  

	   [viii]	   Sir	  Okey	  Ojimba	  

	   [ix]	   Sir	  	  Silas	  Olie	  

	   [x]	   Sir	  Festus	  Okafor	  

	   [xi]	   Sir	  Engr.	  Igweka	  Uche	  

	   [xii]	   Mr.	  	  Enoch	  	  Ezike	  

	   [xiii]	   Sir	  	  Osita	  Onyenwe	  

	   [xiv]	   Mr.	  	  Chukwudi	  Odika	  

	   [xv]	   Sir	  Dr.	  A.B.	  Atuchukwu	  

	   [xvi]	   Sir	  Joe	  Atuchukwu	  

	   [xvii]	   Chief	  Dr.	  S.N.	  Okeke	  

	   [xviii]	   Sir	  Donald	  Udogu	  [SAN]	  
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	   [xix]	   Mr.	  	  Goddy	  Ezemo	  

	   [xx]	   Mr.	  	  Chinedu	  Okeke	  

	   [xxi]	   Sir	  Dr.	  U.C.	  	  Nzewi	  .	  

God	  being	  our	  helper,	  and	  with	  these	  caliber	  of	  men,	  and	  numerous	  others	  from	  

the	  Archdeaconries	   and	  Parishes,	   something	  glorious	  and	   tangible	  must	  happen	  

that	  day.	  	  Clergymen	  and	  workers	  and	  their	  wives	  are	  please	  enjoined	  to	  actively	  

mobilize	  all	  their	  members	  for	  this	  memorable	  day.	  	  May	  I	  passionately	  remind	  us	  

that	   our	   harvest	   is	   purely	   on	   Cash	   and	   Carry	   basis.	   	   The	   Women	  

Ministry/Organizations,	  and	   indeed	  all	   arms	  and	  organizations	  are	  also	  enjoined	  

to	  make	  that	  day	  very	  successful	  and	  colourful.	  

[e]	   READING	  LESSONS	  AND	  PREACHING	  WITH	  I-‐PAD:	  

We	   shall	   continue	   to	   thank	   God	   for	   explosion	   of	   scientific	   knowledge	   and	   the	  

development	   of	   Information	   Communication	   Technology	   [ICT].	   	   However,	   the	  

Church	  should	  not	  allow	  these	  gadgets	  to	  dangerously	  affect	  her	  spirituality	  and	  

mode	  of	  worship.	   	   It	   has	   become	  embarrassingly	   obvious	   that	   nowadays	   in	   our	  

Churches,	   some	   clergymen	  and	   lay	  members	  of	   our	  Church	   read	   lessons	  during	  

Church	   services	   with	   and	   from	   electronic	   devices	   like	   cell	   phones,	   IPad,	   and	  

laptops.	   	  Preachers	  have	   replaced	   the	  Holy	  Bible	  with	   IPads.	   	  Church	   leaders	  do	  

not	   come	   to	   Church	   or	   Christian	   fellowships	   with	   the	   Holy	   Bible	   but	   IPads.	   	   I	  

hereby	   make	   it	   a	   policy	   in	   this	   Diocese	   that	   nobody	   whether	   clergy	   or	   lay	   is	  

allowed	  to	  read	  lessons,	  preach	  sermons,	  or	  conduct	  services	  with	  the	  electronic	  

devices	   mentioned	   above,	   and	   others	   not	   mentioned.	   	   Power	   points	  

demonstration	   is	  allowed	  when	  the	  need	  arises.	   	  Satan	   is	   subtly	   taking	   the	  Holy	  

Bible	   away	   from	   the	   Church	   and	   Christians	   in	   the	   name	   of	   advancement	   and	  

enlightenment.	  
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These	   gadgets	   are	   designed	   and	   made	   for	   personal	   and	   private	   studies	   and	  

researches.	  	  It	  still	  baffles	  me	  that	  people	  after	  reading	  lessons	  from	  cell	  phone,	  or	  

I.	   pad,	  will	   lift	   them	   before	   the	   congregation	   and	   say,	   “This	   is	   the	  word	   of	   the	  

Lord”.	  	  Ipad,	  cell	  phone,	  or	  laptop	  can	  never	  be	  the	  word	  of	  God.	  	  Because	  of	  this	  

unfortunate	   development,	   many	   of	   our	   youths	   today,	   don’t	   come	   to	   Church	  

services	  with	   the	  Holy	   Bible,	   and	   if	   you	   ask	   them,	   they	  will	   tell	   you	   that	   it	   is	   in	  

their	   handset	   or	   cell	   phone.	   	   The	   Holy	   Bible	   has	   no	   replacement,	   substitute	   or	  

alternative.	  	  Whether	  you	  like	  it,	  or	  not,	  this	  is	  calculated	  satan’s	  ploy	  to	  take	  the	  

Holy	   Bible	   away	   from	   the	   hands	   of	   Christians.	   	   New	   generation	   Church	   pastors	  

started	  using	  it	  as	  a	  show	  of	  being	  fashionable,	  digital,	  and	  status	  symbol.	  

Let	  me	  also	  direct	  our	  Priests	  and	  Church	  workers	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  they	  pass	  this	  

information	  and	  policy	  to	  any	  guest	  preachers	  they	  may	  have	  approved	  to	  invite	  

to	  minister	  in	  their	  Churches,	  institutions	  or	  chaplaincies.	  	  Cell	  phones,	  ipads,	  and	  

laptops	  are	  gadgets	  that	  contain	  a	  lot	  of	  things	  of	  which	  the	  Bible	  you	  download	  

into	  it	  becomes	  one	  of	  the	  contents.	  	  But	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  is	  the	  pure	  word	  of	  God	  

written	   and	   delivered	   to	   the	   Church	   and	   mankind	   for	   study,	   meditation	   and	  

worship.	  

	  

DECORATION	  OF	  CHURCH	  ALTARS	  OR	  SACRARIUM:	  

The	  Anglican	  Church	   is	   no	  doubt	   an	  established	  Church	  with	  biblical	   orthodoxy.	  	  

The	   sacrarium	   is	   the	   sanctuary	   of	   our	   Church.	   	   Holy	   and	   sacred	   objects	   and	  

accessories	   of	   worship	   and	   sacrament	   are	   kept	   in	   them.	   	   It	   is	   specifically	   and	  

specially	   consecrated	   and	   sanctified	   during	   Church	   dedication.	   	   Therefore,	   the	  

new	   trend	   of	   decorating	   such	   a	   holy	   place	   with	   diverse	   costumes	   is	   no	   longer	  

acceptable	   and	   allowed	   in	   this	   Diocese	   from	   now.	   	   The	   altar	   linens,	   frontals,	  

dedicated	  flower	  vases,	  and	  above	  all	  the	  glory	  and	  presence	  of	  the	  almighty	  God	  

are	  enough	  decorations.	  	  It	  is	  traditional	  that	  items	  used	  and	  kept	  in	  the	  sacrarium	  
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are	  dedicated	  fully	  for	  that	  purpose.	  	  Most	  of	  the	  new	  generation	  Churches	  from	  

where	   our	   new	   generation	   and	   “digital”	   priests	   copy	   these	   things	   worship	   in	  

hotels,	  village	  or	  town	  halls,	  event	  centres,	  private	  and	  public	  buildings.	  	  As	  such,	  

they	  decorate	  a	  section	  of	  such	  places	  to	  look	  special	  and	  separated	  from	  the	  rest	  

of	   the	  building	   in	  order	  to	  depict	  a	  picture	  of	  an	  altar.	   	   It	   is	  called	  “a	  make	  shift	  

altar”.	   	  We	  as	  Anglican	  Church	  have	   full	   and	   consecrated	  altar,	   and	  not	  a	  make	  

shift.	  	  The	  decoration	  disfigures	  and	  distorts	  our	  altar.	  	  Let	  all	  such	  decorations	  be	  

dismantled	   from	   all	   our	   Churches	   immediately,	   and	   the	   traditional	   Anglican	  

Church	   sacrarium	   linens	  and	   frontals	  or	   antependium	  be	  maintained	  and	  put	   in	  

place.	   	   Churches	   still	   worshipping	   in	   halls,	   or	   public	   or	   private	   buildings	   are	  

allowed	  to	  do	  such	  decorations.	  

	  

RECOMPOSITION	  OF	  BOARDS,	  CHAPLAINCIES,	  AND	  	  

DISSOLUTION	  OF	  BISHOP’S	  NOMINEES:	  

As	   this	   Diocese	   marks	   the	   end	   of	   our	   Second	   Synod,	   I	   wish	   to	   thank	   all	   the	  

Bishop’s	  nominees	  who	  have	  been	  members	  of	  the	  Synod	  for	  these	  six	  years.	  	  We	  

totally	  appreciate	  your	  commitment,	   sacrifices,	  and	  encouragements	   to	  us.	  May	  

the	  good	  Lord	  bless	  you	  and	  all	  yours	  now	  and	  always.	   	  We	  are	  also	  aware	  that	  

there	  are	  some	  who	  never	  showed	  up	  for	  one	  day	  in	  our	  Synod	  since	  they	  were	  

appointed	   Bishop’s	   nominees.	   	   To	   such	   people,	   we	   also	   thank	   God	   for	   you.	   	   I	  

hereby	  dissolve	   all	   the	   current	  Bishop’s	  nominees	   to	   the	   Synod.	   	   The	  new	  ones	  

will	  be	  written	  and	  informed	  after	  this	  Synod.	  	  If	  we	  are	  delighted	  to	  re-‐nominate	  

you,	  please	  do	  not	  hesitate	  to	  oblige	  us.	  	  

We	   hereby	   announce	   the	   dissolution	   of	   the	   Board	   of	   Governors	   of	   Holy	   Child	  

Convent,	  Amichi,	  and	  Master’s	  Vessel	  Seminary,	  Osumenyi.	  	  We	  thank	  in	  no	  small	  

measure	   all	  who	   served	   in	   these	  Boards	   for	   these	   years.	   	  God	  will	   never	   forget	  

your	  labours	  of	  love	  in	  His	  vineyard.	  
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The	  New	  Boards	  are	  reconstituted	  thus:	  

HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT,	  AMICHI:	  

a.   Mrs.	  Chika	  Onwuka	   	   -‐	   Chairman	  

b.   Sir	  Engr.	  Igweka	  Uche	  	   -‐	   Member	  

c.   Sir	  Engr.	  Emeka	  Nzewi	   -‐	   “	  

d.   Sir	  Ephraim	  M.C.	  Okeke	   -‐	   “	  

e.   Ven.	  Henry	  	  Amobi	   	   -‐	   “	  

f.   Mrs.	  	  G.	  Akunebuni	   	   -‐	   “	  

g.   Mr.	  Chiedozie	  Ozodo	   	   -‐	   “	  

h.   Revd.	  Canon	  Oliver	  Chigbo	   -‐	   “	  

i.   Sir	  Dr.	  	  U.	  C.	  	  Nzewi	   	   -‐	   “	  

j.   Revd.	  Fidelis	  Ogene	   	   -‐	   “	  

k.   Barr.	  Arinze	  Umeakuana	   -‐	   “	  

l.   Ms.	  	  Ijeoma	  Ndoeche	   	   -‐	   Secretary.	  

	  

MASTER’S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI:	  

a.   Sir	  Dr.	  	  U.C.	  	  Nzewi	   	   	   -‐	   Chairman	  

b.   Revd.	  Fidelis	  Ogene	   	   	   -‐	   Member	  

c.   Ven.	  Henry	  Amobi	   	   	   -‐	   “	  

d.   Canon	  Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka	   “	  

e.   Sir	  	  Jeff	  	  Okeke	   	   	   	   -‐	   “	  

f.   Sir	  Christian	  	  .I.	  Nwosu	   	   -‐	   “	  

g.   Barr.	  I.E.C.	  	  Alajuruonye	   	   -‐	   “	  

h.  Mr.	  Chiedozie	  Ozodo	   	   	   -‐	   “	  

i.   Lady	  Nkiru	  Atuchukwu	   	   -‐	   “	  

j.   Lady	  Patricia	  Akubuogo	   	   -‐	   “	  

k.   Lady	  Barr.	  Amaka	  Udogu	   	   -‐	   “	  
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l.   Revd.	  Godson	  Ugochukwu	   	   -‐	   Secretary.	  

We	  congratulate	  the	  new	  board	  members	  and	  remind	  them	  that	  to	  whom	  much	  

is	  given,	  much	  is	  also	  expected.	  	  Ours	  are	  schools	  that	  want	  to	  set	  education	  and	  

morality	   standard	   at	   all	   times.	   	   They	   should	   pursue	   these	  with	   vigor,	   diligence,	  

sacrifice	  and	  integrity.	  

	  

APPOINTMENTS	  AND	  CHAPLAINCIES:	  

For	  optimal	  performance	  both	   in	  our	   schools	  and	  Church	  organizations,	   there	   is	  

need	   to	   appoint	   people	   who	   can	   effectively	   pilot	   the	   affairs	   of	   such	   arms	   and	  

organizations.	  	  These	  people	  are	  hereby	  appointed	  to	  man	  these	  various	  offices:-‐	  

Miss	  	  Esther	  Ogbaji	   	   -‐	   Vice	  Principal,	  Holy	  Child	  Convent,	  Amichi.	  

Engr.	  Mrs	  Esther	  Ikedinma	   -‐	   Vice	  Principal,	  Master’s	  Vessel	  Seminary,	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Osumenyi.	  

Mrs.	  Ngozi	  Akosa	   	   	   -‐	   Manager,	  Diocesan	  Integrated	  Farm.	  

Barr.	  Arinze	  Umeakuana	   	   -‐	   Deputy	  Legal	  Secretary	  of	  the	  Diocese.	  

Revd.	  Fidelis	  Ogene	   	   -‐	   Diocesan	  Education	  Secretary.	  

Ven.	  Dr.	  Johnson	  Maduka	   -‐	   Manager/CEO,	  ADASS.	  

Revd.	  Chidi	  Enemo	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   -‐	   Chaplain,	  Anglican	  Youth	  Fellowship;	  and	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Anglican	  Students	  Fellowship.	  

Revd.	  Richard	  	  Ibeto	   	   -‐	   Chaplain,	  Diocesan	  Laity	  Council.	  

Revd.	  Pascal	  Umeoduagu	  	   -‐	   Chaplain,	  Women	  Organizations/Ministry.	  

Revd.	  Isaiah	  Chukwubikem	   -‐	   Administrator,	  Diocesan	  Hospital,	  Amichi.	  

Dr.	  Innocent	  Ageji	   	   	   -‐	   Acting	  Medical	  Superintendent,	  Diocesan	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   Hospital,	  Amichi.	  

We	   pray	   the	   Almighty	   God	   to	   grant	   these	   people	   the	   grace	   and	   Wisdom	   to	  

accomplish	  what	  is	  expected	  of	  them	  in	  these	  offices.	  

HOLY	  EUCHARIST/COMMUNION	  DRESS	  CODE:	  



264	  
	  

I	   am	  one	  of	   those	  who	  believe	   in	   dynamism,	   changes	   and	  meaningful	   flexibility	  

but	   not	   at	   the	   detriment	   of	   identity	   and	   rich	   orthodoxy	   and	   sanitizing	   Church	  

tradition.	   	   Our	   very	   careful	   observation	   and	   practical	   experience	   have	   revealed	  

the	   gross	   abuse	   of	   conduct	   and	   participation	   demonstrated	   during	   our	   Holy	  

Communion	   Services.	   	   People	   who	   are	   neither	   communicants	   nor	   Anglican	  

members	  in	  the	  first	  instance	  now	  partake	  of	  our	  Holy	  Communion	  with	  reckless	  

abandon	   and	   ungodly	   audacity.	   	  Many	   of	   our	   parishioners	   have	   even	   forgotten	  

that	  communicants	  prepare	  for	  Holy	  Communion	  before	  they	  partake.	   	  All	  these	  

anomalies	   and	   abuse	   is	   caused	  majorly	   by	   the	   fact	   that	  we	  have	   jettisoned	  our	  

holy	   tradition	  of	  coming	  for	  Holy	  Communion	  dressed	   in	  white.	   	   In	  as	  much	  as	   I	  

agree	  that	  it	  is	  not	  the	  white	  apparel	  that	  makes	  you	  holy	  and	  worthy,	  yet	  it	  has	  

always	  brought	  in	  serenity,	  solemness,	  and	  godly	  consciousness	  in	  the	  minds	  and	  

hearts	   of	   the	   communicants.	   	   Age	   has	   nothing	   to	   do	   with	   qualification	   for	  

communion	  rather	  preparation	  and	  confirmation	  do.	   	  We	  Anglicans	  have	  almost	  

lost	  identity,	  true	  spirituality	  and	  our	  biblically-‐based	  rich	  liturgy	  of	  orderliness	  in	  

the	  name	  of	  liberalism,	  modernism,	  and	  being	  accommodating.	  	  

	  From	  henceforth,	  any	  Anglican	  in	  this	  Diocese	  who	  wants	  to	  communicate	  during	  

Holy	   Communion	   services	  MUST	   dress	   in	  white,	   unless	   such	   people	   are	   visitors	  

from	   another	   Diocese	   that	   particular	   day.	   	   Furthermore,	   this	   principle	   can	   be	  

relaxed	  on	  special	  festive	  seasons	  as	  Easter	  day	  and	  Christmas	  day.	  	  You	  may	  have	  

your	   arguments	   against	   this	   policy,	   but	   we	   will	   maintain	   this	   stand,	   and	   its	  

implementation	   starts	   in	   all	   Churches	   immediately	   after	   this	   Synod.	   Clergymen	  

are	  directed	  to	  explain	  this	  to	  our	  parishioners	  and	  implement	  it	  to	  the	  letters.	  	  It	  

is	   in	  a	  bid	  not	  to	  offend	  the	  elites	  and	  the	  bourgeois	  that	  we	  run	  away	  from	  our	  

duty	  as	  Church	   leaders	   to	  maintain	   standard	  and	   teach	   the	  correct	   thing	   to	  our	  

members.	  	  The	  irony	  of	  all	  these	  looseness	  is	  that	  if	  these	  things	  are	  practiced	  by	  

other	  denominations,	  our	  members	  would	  have	  challenged	  us	  with	  it	  and	  moving	  
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us	  to	  copy	  it	  as	  a	  standard	  way.	  	  I	  remember	  vividly	  when	  the	  Anglican	  and	  Roman	  

Catholic	  Priests	  were	  branded	  ungodly,	  pharisaic,	  and	  unspiritual	  simply	  because	  

they	  wear	  cassocks,	  use	  skull	  cap,	  mitre,	  and	  wear	  Episcopal	  rings.	  	  Today,	  almost	  

all	   who	   criticized	   and	   condemned	   us	   are	   using	   those	   vestments	   without	   even	  

knowing	  their	  meaning.	  

In	   another	   dimension,	   I	   do	   not	   approve	   the	   wearing	   of	   suit	   or	   coat	   by	   either	  

Pastor’s	   warden,	   and	   Peoples’	   warden	   to	   function	   during	   Church	   services.	  	  

Sidesmen/women	  or	  Guild	   of	   stewards	   can	  wear	   that	   but	   not	   vergers.	   	   It	   looks	  

very	   absurd	   to	   this	   category	   of	   officers	   in	   Church	   services	   holding	   their	   crosses	  

while	  in	  suit.	  	  It	  is	  quite	  true	  that	  the	  hood	  does	  not	  make	  the	  monk,	  yet	  it	  is	  very	  

obvious	  that	  the	  monk	  needs	  the	  hood	  for	  identification.	  

THE	  NIGERIA	  NATION:	  

[i]	   ANAMBRA	  STATE	  GOVERNORSHIP	  ELECTION:	  

We	  are	  very	  grateful	  to	  the	  Almighty	  God	  for	  the	  great	  thing	  He	  did	  in	  Anambra	  

State	  during	  that	  election.	  	  What	  many	  projected	  to	  have	  been	  the	  bloodiest	  state	  

governorship	   election	   turned	   out	   to	   be	   one	   of	   the	  most	   peaceful	   governorship	  

elections	   in	  Nigeria.	   	  Brethren	   in	  Christ,	  prayer	   still	  works	  and	  God	   still	   answers	  

prayers.	  	  The	  election	  has	  eventually	  come	  and	  gone.	  	  I	  strongly	  believe	  that	  all	  of	  

us	  both	  in	  sacred	  and	  secular	  circles	  have	  learnt	  the	  lessons	  expected	  of	  us.	  	  The	  

earth	   is	   the	   Lord’s,	   and	   the	   fullness	   thereof.	   	   Let	   me	   officially	   at	   this	   point	  

congratulate	   our	   new	   Governor,	   His	   Excellency,	   Chief	   Willie	   Obiano	   who	   was	  

sworn	  in	  on	  17th	  March,	  2014.	  	  You	  Excellency,	  the	  race	  is	  not	  to	  the	  swift,	  nor	  the	  

battle	  to	  the	  mighty,	  but	  it	  is	  God	  who	  gives	  victory.	  	  You	  are	  encouraged	  to	  run	  

an	  all-‐inclusive	  administration	  and	  government.	  	  This	  may	  not	  sound	  palatable	  to	  

your	  Excellency,	  but	  someone	  must	  tell	  our	  new	  governor	  the	  obvious	  truth.	  	  Your	  

Excellency,	   Anambrarians	   did	   not	   vote	   for	   you,	   rather	   they	   voted	   for	  Mr.	   Peter	  

Obi	  whose	  glaring	  achievements	  spoke	  for	  him,	  and	  is	  still	  speaking	  for	  him.	  	  We	  
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did	  not	  know	  you	  and	  what	  you	  stand	  for,	  but	  trusted	  that	  this	  man	  that	  Mr.	  Peter	  

Obi	  is	  confident	  to	  present	  to	  Anambrarians	  to	  succeed	  him	  must	  be	  a	  performer.	  	  

You	  now	  have	  four	  years	  to	  prove	  that	  we	  did	  not	  misfire	  by	  voting	  Chief	  Willie	  

Obiano	  to	  be	   the	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State.	   	  May	   I	   inform	  our	  dear	  Governor	  

that	  your	  predecessor	  achieved	  majority	  of	  the	  feats	  he	  achieved	  majorly	  due	  to	  

the	   fact	   that	   he	   unapologetically	   partnered	   with	   the	   Church.	   	   All	   the	   funds	   he	  

released	  to	  the	  Church	  were	  judiciously	  and	  meticulously	  utilized.	  	  

Do	  not	  allow	  the	  political	  gladiators	  and	  selfish	  sycophants	   to	  diffuse	  and	  divert	  

your	  attention	  from	  the	  Church.	   	  What	  the	  Church	  builds	  with	  one	  million	  naira,	  

those	  men	  and	  women	  will	  never	  build	  with	   fifty	  million	  naira	  both	   in	  quantum	  

and	   quality.	   	   To	   my	   mind,	   you	   have	   started	   well	   by	   confronting	   the	   security	  

menace	   in	   our	   state	   especially	   in	   Onitsha	   city.	   	   If	   you	   can	   sanitize	   Onitsha	   in	  

particular,	  and	  the	  whole	  state	  in	  general	  security-‐wise,	  this	  state	  may	  be	  having	  

one	  of	  the	  most	  robust	  internally	  generated	  revenues	  in	  Nigeria.	  

	  

Your	  predecessor	  delisted	  Anambra	  State	  as	  a	  debtor	  state.	  	  Endeavour	  so	  much	  

not	   to	   return	   us	   to	   the	   path	   of	   borrowing	   to	   run	   government.	   	   He	   drastically	  

down-‐sized	  the	  cost	  of	  running	  government	  by	  avoiding	  wasteful	  paraphernalia	  of	  

Governor’s	   office	   and	   unnecessary	   wild	   partying	   associated	   with	   many	   of	   our	  

political	   leaders	   and	   state	   governors.	   	   All	   the	   monumental	   obstacles	   to	   good	  

governance	  were	  removed	  for	  through	  the	  political	  dragon	  wars	  fought	  and	  won	  

by	  your	  predecessor.	   	  Please	  your	  Excellency,	  cue	  into	  some	  of	  these	  road	  maps	  

so	  as	  to	  succeed.	  

	  

Your	   Excellency,	   let	  me	   appeal	   to	   you	   to	   give	   very	   serious	   attention	   to	   Nnewi-‐

South	  Local	  Government	  Area	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  	  The	  fact	  and	  truth	  of	  the	  matter	  

is	   that	   there	   is	  no	  area	  or	   town	   in	   this	   local	  government	  where	  the	  presence	  of	  
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government	  both	  State	  and	  Federal	  are	   felt.	   	  We	  thank	  the	  former	  governor	   for	  

the	   construction	   of	   Azigbo	   –	   Amichi	   –	   Osumenyi	   –	   Akwaihedi	   road.	   	   He	   also	  

constructed	   Unubi	   –	   Akwaihedi	   road,	   though	   I	   do	   not	   know	   if	   this	   one	   is	  

completed.	  	  The	  state	  government	  can	  bring	  a	  Campus	  of	  the	  State	  University	  to	  

this	   area	   or	   cite	   some	   industries	   in	   this	   area.	   	   This	   informs	  why	  we	   are	   calling	  

passionately	  on	  you	  sir	  to	  release	  more	  funds	  to	  this	  Diocese	  for	  the	  expansion	  of	  

our	   Integrated	   Agricultural	   Farm,	   and	   the	   completion	   of	   building	   structures	   for	  

the	  establishment	  of	  our	  School	  of	  Nursing;	  and	  the	  full	  upgrading	  of	  our	  hospital	  

which	  is	  the	  only	  major	  hospital	   in	  this	  locality	  serving	  the	  entire	  rural	  populace.	  	  

Be	  assured	  of	  our	  fervent	  prayers	  and	  support	  for	  you	  and	  your	  government.	  	  	  

	  

Finally,	  may	  I	  appeal	  to	  your	  Excellency	  to	  prevail	  on	  FERMA	  to	  do	  a	  meaningful	  

rehabilitation	   of	   the	   Amichi-‐Ekwulumili-‐Unubi-‐Uga	   axis	   of	   the	   Onitsha-‐Okigwe	  

federal	   high	   way.	   	   I	   am	   quite	   sure	   that	   this	   rehabilitation	   works	   was	   given	   to	  

FERMA	   but	   for	   one	   day,	   we	   have	   never	   seen	   any	   FERMA	   official	   vehicle	   or	  

engineers	   doing	   the	   work.	   	   Whether	   the	   work	   was	   sublet	   to	   an	   amateur	  

contractor	   is	   what	   we	   don’t	   know.	   	   This	   is	   one	   of	   the	  major	   roads	   that	   if	   it	   is	  

opened	   up	   through	   proper	   rehabilitation,	   a	   lot	   of	   business	   opportunities	   and	  

employment	  avenues	  will	  be	  opened.	   	  The	  work	  being	  done	  on	  that	  road	   leaves	  

much	  to	  be	  desired.	   	  Please	  come	  to	  our	  rescue.	   	   I	  am	  aware	  that	   it	   is	  a	  Federal	  

road,	  but	  I	  also	  know	  that	  you	  can	  do	  something	  to	  influence	  what	  is	  happening	  

on	  that	  road.	  	  

	  

THE	  NEW	  FACE	  OF	  BOKO	  HARAM:	  

When	   we	   said	   in	   2011	   that	   the	   boko	   haram	   insurgency	   is	   a	   calculated	   Islamic	  

agenda	  of	  jihad	  and	  total	  islamization	  of	  the	  entire	  country,	  many	  people	  did	  not	  

agree	   with	   us.	   	   Now	   that	   fact	   is	   obvious	   to	   all	   and	   sundry.	   	   Also	   when	   I	   hear	  
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people	  even	  Christian	  clerics	  shamelessly	  declare	  that	  Islam	  is	  a	  religion	  of	  peace,	  

I	  begin	  to	  wonder	  why	  we	  cannot	  stop	  deceiving	  ourselves	  and	  face	  the	  fact	  and	  

say	  the	  truth.	  	  Read	  the	  history	  and	  current	  stories	  of	  terrorism	  all	  over	  the	  world	  

and	  discover	  who	  and	  which	  religion	  is	  associated	  with	  all	  that.	  	  The	  latest	  video	  

of	   the	   abducted	   Chibok	   schools	   girls	   showed	   that	   they	   have	   been	   forced	   to	  

convert	  to	  Islam	  because	  almost	  those	  kidnapped	  are	  Christian	  young	  girls.	  	  I	  am	  

happy	  that	  the	  speech	  delivered	  in	  Bloomberg	  Conference	  recently	  by	  the	  former	  

British	   Prime	  Minister,	   Mr.	   Tony	   Blair	   where	   he	   openly	   called	   upon	   the	   whole	  

western	  world	  to	  rise	  and	  fight	  vehemently	  against	  Islamism,	  and	  Islamization	  of	  

the	  world	  through	  extreme	  Islamism	  is	  showing	  that	  the	  world	  is	  now	  coming	  to	  

terms	  with	  what	  	  Islam	  stands	  for.	  

	  

Now	   the	   Boko	   haram	   sponsors	   and	   executors	   have	   modified	   their	   operational	  

strategy	   by	   disguising	   and	  masquerading	   as	   Fulani	   herdsmen	   to	   unleash	   terror	  

and	  mayhem	  on	  innocent	  and	  hapless	  Nigerians.	  	  The	  level	  of	  unbridled	  temerity	  

and	   sagacity	   with	   which	   these	   herdsmen	   are	   harassing	   their	   host	   communities	  

even	   in	   South-‐East	   of	   Nigeria	   calls	   for	   an	   articulate	   move	   to	   checkmate	   them	  

immediately.	   	   They	   are	   not	   only	   lawless,	   but	   seem	   to	   be	   above	   the	   law.	   	   They	  

destroy	   farmlands	   of	   people	  with	   impunity.	   	   If	   nothing	   tangible	   is	   done	   to	   stop	  

this	  trend,	  we	  may	  soon	  experience	  what	  is	  happening	  in	  Kogi	  and	  Benue	  states.	  

	  

2015	  PRESIDENTIAL	  ELECTION:	  

Politicians	   should	   learn	   to	  play	  politics	  according	   to	   the	   rules	  of	   the	  game.	   	  The	  

utterances	  of	  the	  opposition	  party	  in	  Nigeria	  have	  been	  great	  sources	  of	  worry	  to	  

all	   the	   keen	   watchers	   of	   the	   political	   template	   in	   the	   country.	   	   Oppositions	   in	  

politics	   do	   not	  mean	   unreasonableness,	   desperation	   and	   senseless	   antagonism.	  	  

All	   these	   insecurity	   problems	   are	   not	   far-‐fetched	   from	   the	   desperation	   of	   the	  
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northern	  Muslim	  oligarchy.	   	  No	  wonder	  one	  of	  the	  states	   in	  the	  north	  has	  as	   its	  

axiom	   and	   slogan	   on	   their	   car	   plate	   numbers	   as,	   “Born	   to	   Rule”.	   	   President	  

Goodluck	   Jonathan	   should	   be	   courageous	   enough	   not	   to	   chicken	   out	   if	   he	   is	  

convinced	  and	  willing	  to	  contest	  the	  2015	  presidential	  election.	  	  All	  Nigerians	  are	  

born	   to	   rule.	   	   Some	   politicians	   from	   the	   South-‐South	   and	   South-‐East	  who	   have	  

been	  bought	  over	  to	  play	  the	  spoilers	  game,	  and	  Judas’	  apostleship	  should	  have	  a	  

rethink	  because	  posterity	  will	  judge	  everyone	  of	  us.	  

	  

It	   is	   also	   pertinent	   for	   me	   to	   challenge	   the	   National	   Assembly	   to	   sanitize	   the	  

political	   brigandry	   and	   baseless	   carpet-‐crossing	   from	   one	   political	   party	   to	  

another	  by	   looking	   into	  our	  constitution	  and	  including	   in	   it	  a	  section	  that	  clearly	  

spells	  out	  clear	  constitutional	  basis	  for	  defection.	  	  To	  my	  mind,	  there	  is	  no	  way	  it	  

can	  be	  right	  and	  constitutionally	  correct	  for	  a	  politician	  who	  won	  an	  election	  on	  

the	   platform	   of	   a	   particular	   political	   party	   to	   still	   hold	   and	   remain	   in	   the	   same	  

position	   or	   office	   if	   he/she	   defects	   to	   another	   political	   party.	   	   This	   is	   a	   political	  

absurdity	  and	  constitutional	  aberration.	   	   If	  you	  discover	   that	  your	  political	  party	  

who	   gave	   you	   the	   mandate	   is	   not	   good	   enough	   for	   you	   again,	   it	   is	   simply	  

honourable	  that	  you	  relinquish	  the	  position	  and	  mandate	  they	  gave	  you.	  	  Let	  our	  

politicians	   stop	   this	   confusion	   they	   are	   creating	   and	   the	   cat-‐race	   they	   are	  

engaging	  in.	  	  	  

	  

NATIONAL	  CONFERENCE:	  

This	   is	   a	   welcome	   development	   in	   our	   country.	   	   The	   President,	   Dr.	   Goodluck	  

Jonathan	  GCFR	   needs	   to	   be	   commended	   for	   his	   courage	   and	   open-‐heartedness	  

for	  convening	  the	  Conference.	  	  The	  only	  worry	  I	  have	  over	  the	  conference	  is	  why	  a	  

whooping	  sum	  of	  twelve	  million	  naira	  should	  be	  given	  to	  each	  of	  the	  delegates	  for	  

participating	  in	  that	  exercise.	  	  What	  exactly	  is	  the	  basis	  for	  such	  prodigal	  spending	  
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when	  most	   of	   our	   youths	   and	   graduates	   are	   jobless	   and	   hungry.	   	  Would	   it	   not	  

have	  been	  more	  logical	  and	  economical	  for	  the	  states,	  and	  various	  bodies	  sending	  

these	  honorable	  men	  and	  women	  to	  sponsor	  their	  trips?	  	  Better	  still,	  since	  almost	  

all	  the	  delegates	  come	  from	  the	  elite	  class,	  would	  it	  not	  have	  been	  more	  patriotic	  

for	  them	  to	  take	  care	  of	  themselves?	  

I	   also	  beg	   the	  Federal	   government	  not	   to	   treat	   and	  handle	   the	  outcome	  of	   this	  

important	   Conference	   like	   the	   recommendation	   of	   the	   Justice	  Oputa	   Panel	   and	  

other	  commissions	  of	  inquiries	  set	  up	  some	  time	  ago	  in	  this	  country	  which	  gulped	  

billions	  of	  tax-‐payers	  money	  without	  implementation.	  

	  

	  

THE	  SYNOD	  THEME:	  

I	  don’t	   intend	  to	  do	  an	  exhaustive	  or	  detailed	  exposition	  on	   the	   theme	  because	  

our	  guest	  preacher	  and	  Bible	  study	  facilitator	  will	  have	  ample	  time	  to	  do	  that.	  	  

WHO	  IS	  ON	  THE	  LORD’S	  SIDE?	  

The	  Bible	  Text:	  

	   	   “Now	  when	  Moses	  saw	  the	  people	  were	  unrestrained	  	  

	   	   [for	  Aaron	  had	  not	  restrained	  them,	  to	  their	  shame	  among	  	  

	   	   their	  enemies],	  then	  Moses	  stood	  in	  the	  entrance	  of	  the	  camp,	  	  

	   	   and	  said,	  “Whoever	  is	  on	  the	  LORD’S	  side	  –	  come	  to	  me!”	  	  And	  

	   	   all	  the	  sons	  of	  Levi	  gathered	  themselves	  together	  to	  him.”	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   [Exodus	  32:25	  –	  26]	  NKJV.	  

	  

“And	  when	  Moses	  saw	  that	  the	  people	  were	  naked;	  	  

	   	   [for	  Aaron	  had	  made	  them	  naked	  unto	  their	  shame	  	  

	   	   among	  their	  enemies:]	  	  Then	  Moses	  stood	  in	  the	  gate	  	  

	   	   of	  the	  Camp,	  and	  said,	  who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?	  Let	  	  
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	   	   him	  come	  unto	  me.	  	  And	  all	  the	  sons	  of	  Levi	  gathered	  	  

	   	   themselves	  together	  unto	  him.”[Exodus	  32:25	  –	  26]	  KJV.	  

	  

	  

	  

PREAMBLE:	  	  	  

Hebrew-‐speaking	  Jews	  have	  always	  used	  the	  initial	  words	  of	  the	  Book	  of	  Exodus	  

as	   its	   title,	   calling	   it	   ve’ellehshemo,	   translated	   “and	   these	   are	   the	   names”.	  	  

Because	   of	   its	   subject	   matter,	   Greek-‐speaking	   Jews	   entitled	   it	   Exodus	   in	   the	  

Septuagint	  which	  means	  “departure”,	  	  “exit”,	  or	  “outgoing”.	  

There	  are	  five	  major	  themes	  in	  the	  Pentateuch.	  	  These	  include:	  

[1]	   God’s	  Covenant	  Promise	  to	  the	  patriarchs;	  

[2]	   The	  redemption	  of	  Israel	  from	  Egyptian	  bondage;	  

[3]	   The	  establishment	  of	   the	  great	  Mosaic	  covenant	  at	  Sinai,	   including	  moral,	  

	   civil	  and	  ceremonial	  law;	  

[4]	   The	  years	  of	  judgment	  during	  the	  wandering	  in	  the	  wilderness;	  and	  

[5]	   The	  final	  preparation	  for	  entering	  the	  promised	  land	  of	  Canaan.	  

	  

Major	   treatment	   of	   Israel’s	   redemption	   from	   Egyptian	   bondage	   and	   God’s	  

presentation	  of	  the	   law	  at	  Sinai	   is	   found	  in	  Exodus.	   	  The	  book	  also	   looks	  toward	  

the	   years	   spent	   in	   the	   wilderness	   and	   final	   preparation	   for	   entering	   Canaan.	  	  

Clearly	  the	  scarlet	  thread	  of	  redemption	  of	  mankind	  is	  unarguably	  woven	  into	  the	  

fabric	  of	  this	  book.	  

	  

Exodus	   32	   is	   a	   narrative	   about	   apostasy	   and	   renewal	   of	   Israel.	   	   Although	   the	  

nation	  Israel	  had	  an	  eternal	  relationship	  with	  God,	  sin	  persisted	  in	  their	  lives	  and	  

it	  required	  diligence	  on	  their	  part	  to	  avoid	  or	  remove	  it.	  	  Israel	  had	  presumed	  on	  
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their	  relationship	  with	  God	  and	  had	  not	  yet	  learned	  the	  unique	  character	  of	  their	  

God.	   	   Even	   Aaron,	   though	   a	   Priest	   needed	   to	   mature	   in	   his	   spiritual	  

understanding.	   	   Impatience	  and	  dissatisfaction	  with	  YAHWEH	   led	   to	  murmuring,	  

which	   then	   advanced	   to	   disobedience,	   and	   finally	   to	   idolatry.	   	   As	   it	   is	  with	   the	  

nation	   of	   Israel,	   so	   is	   it	  with	   individual	   believers;	   sincere	   repentance	   eventually	  

meets	  with	  forgiveness	  and	  restoration.	  	  Obstinacy	  and	  adamancy	  had	  always	  met	  

with	  destruction	  and	  divine	  punishment.	  	  

	  

A	  sacred	  bull	  or	  calf	  was	  common	  to	  pagan	  fertility	   religion.	   	   In	  disobedience	  to	  

YAHWEH’S	  command	  in	  Exodus	  20:4	  –	  6,	  the	  people	  seem	  to	  have	  equated	  Him	  

with	   this	   calf	   as	   seen	   in	   verse	   5.	   	   Aaron	   made	   the	   whole	   sacrilege	   worse	   still	  

through	  his	  refusal	  to	  accept	  responsibility	  and	  then	  call	  the	  people	  to	  order.	  	  This	  

is	   not	   different	   from	   what	   the	   present	   day	   preachers	   and	   Church	   leaders	   are	  

doing	  to	  the	  multitude	  of	  followers	  around	  them.	  God	  eventually	  came	  to	  punish	  

the	  people	  for	  idolatry	  through	  extermination	  and	  annihilation.	  	  The	  fate	  of	  Israel	  

was	  placed	   in	   the	  hands	  of	  Moses	   just	  as	   the	   fate	  of	  many	  people	   in	   the	  world	  

today	   is	  placed	   in	  the	  hands	  of	   their	   leaders	  especially	   the	  Church	   leaders.	   	   If	   in	  

His	  wrath	  God	   destroyed	   the	   nation	   because	   of	   their	   idolatry	   and	   apostasy,	  He	  

would	  then	  fulfill	  the	  covenant	  through	  the	  descendants	  of	  Moses.	  	  	  

	  

However,	  Moses	  passed	  the	  test	  as	  a	  good	  and	  committed	  political	  and	  spiritual	  

leader	  and	  proved	  that	  the	  preservation	  of	  his	  people	  was	  more	  important	  to	  him	  

than	  the	  honour	  of	  becoming	  the	   founder	  of	  a	  new	  nation.	   	  Moses	  appealed	  to	  

three	   things	  he	  knew	  God	  highly	   valued:	   	   [a]	  God’s	   relationship	  with	  his	  people	  

Israel;	  [b]	  God’s	  reputation	  before	  the	  nations	  of	  the	  world	  vs.	  12;	  	  and	  

[c]	   The	   Lord’s	   covenant	   promises	   to	   the	   patriarchs	   vs.	   13.	   	   God	   is	   not	   to	   be	  

understood	  merely	  as	  static,	  abstract	  perfection.	   	  Rather,	  He	   is	  a	  dynamic	  being	  
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who	  always	  acts	  in	  ways	  which	  are	  perfectly	  consistent	  with	  His	  eternal	  purpose	  

and	  moral	  character.	   	  The	  Ten	  Commandments	  were	  easily	  placed	  on	  both	  sides	  

of	  two	  tablets	  small	  enough	  to	  fit	  in	  the	  ark	  [Deut.	  10:1	  –	  5;	  Heb.	  9:4].	  	  The	  Lord	  

not	  only	  delivered	  the	  thoughts,	  but	  He	  did	  so	  by	  writing	  the	  words	  Himself	  upon	  

the	  stones	  [24:12;	  31:18;	  Deut.	  4:13].	  	  	  

The	  breaking	  of	  the	  tablets	  was	  symbolic	  of	  the	  breaking	  of	  the	  covenant	  between	  

the	   people	   and	   God	   [19	   –	   20].	   	   The	   burning	   and	   grinding	   of	   the	   calf	   and	   the	  

drinking	  of	  its	  ashes	  symbolized	  the	  ultimate	  repudiation	  of	  idolatry.	  The	  holy	  zeal	  

of	   the	   tribe	   of	   Levi	   was	   rewarded	   by	   their	   call	   to	   serve	   God	   at	   the	   sanctuary	  

[38:21;	  Num.	  1:50	  –	  53;	  8:1	  –	  19;	  1	  Chronicles	  15:2;	  23:24	  –	  32].	   	  The	  context	  of	  

Moses’	   command	   in	   verse	   27	   indicates	   that	   death	   was	   to	   be	   the	   immediate	  

punishment	  for	  all	  who	  were	  found	  continuing	  in	  this	  immorality	  and	  idolatry	  and	  

the	  drunken	  orgies	  which	  accompanied	  these	  pagan	  rites.	  

	  

THE	  IMPLICATIONS	  AND	  DEMANDS	  OF	  THE	  THEME:	  

TO	  CHURCH	  LEADERS:	  

We	   live	   in	   a	   very	   noisy	   and	   emotionally	   charged	   society	   which	   attitude	   has	  

translated	  into	  the	  Church	  of	  God.	  	  The	  people	  are	  like	  sheep	  without	  a	  shepherd	  

just	   as	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	   said	   in	  Mark	  6:34.	   	   They	  need	   sound	  and	  Bible-‐conscious	  

spiritual	  leaders.	  	  Aaron	  was	  a	  priest	  of	  God	  consecrated	  to	  that	  highly	  esteemed	  

office.	  	  His	  office	  and	  personality	  were	  established	  and	  anchored	  on	  holiness	  and	  

holy	   living	   [Exodus	   28:1	   -‐	   20].	   	   He	   was	   expected	   to	   teach	   the	   Israelites	   the	  

attributes	  and	  demands	  of	  God.	   	  He	  was	  present	  when	  God	  through	  Moses	  and	  

him	   delivered	  His	   people	   from	   the	   bondage	   of	   Pharaoh	   and	   the	   Egyptians.	   	   He	  

was	   also	   there	   when	   God	   gave	   the	   Ten	   Commandments	   to	   the	   Israelites	   on	  

mountain	   Sinai	   in	   Exodus	   chapter	   20.	   	   Aaron	   knew	   that	   the	   first	   of	   those	   Ten	  

Commandments	   said,	   “You	   shall	   have	   no	   other	   gods	   before	  Me.	   You	   shall	   not	  
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make	  for	  yourselves	  a	  carved	   image	  –	  any	   likeness	  of	  anything	  that	   is	   in	  heaven	  

above,	  or	  that	  is	  in	  the	  earth	  beneath,	  or	  that	  is	  in	  the	  water	  under	  the	  earth;	  you	  

shall	  not	  bow	  to	  them	  nor	  serve	  them”	  [Exodus	  20:3	  –	  5].	  	  Why	  on	  earth	  should	  a	  

high	   priest	   ignore	   such	   commandment	   which	   is	   very	   cardinal	   to	   the	   lives	   and	  

existence	   of	   both	   himself	   and	   the	   people	   he	  was	   pastoring?	   	   Aaron	   seemed	   to	  

have	  valued	  human	  popularity	  above	  God’s	  propriety.	   	  He	  was	  a	  spiritual	   leader	  

without	  conviction	  just	  as	  many	  pastors,	  preachers,	  evangelists,	  prophets,	  bishops	  

and	   General	   Overseers	   are	   today.	   	   He	   was	   very	   comfortable	   in	   offending	   God	  

instead	   of	   offending	  men.	   	   Aaron	   was	   a	   crowd-‐oriented	   high	   priest	   who	   could	  

modify	   the	   true	  worship	  of	   YAHWEH	   in	  order	   to	  maintain	   a	   large	   congregation.	  	  

He	  did	  not	  want	  to	  incur	  the	  wrath	  of	  the	  people,	  but	  he	  eventually	  incurred	  the	  

wrath	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God.	  

	  

The	  worship	  of	  God	  has	  been	  so	  dangerously	  modified	  by	  pastors	  and	  priests	  in	  or	  

days	   that	   you	   cannot	   make	   any	   difference	   between	   the	   worship	   of	   idol	   and	  

worship	   of	   God.	   	   The	   leadership	   of	   Churches	   has	   socialized	   the	   21st	   Century	  

Church	   to	   the	   point	   that	   she	   has	   lost	   spiritual	   relevance	   and	   import.	   	   There	   is	  

much	  noise	   in	   the	  Church	  as	  was	   the	  case	   in	   the	  camp	  of	   the	   Israelites,	  but	   the	  

truth	  is	  that	  there	  is	  no	  life.	  	  The	  Lord	  of	  the	  Church	  has	  been	  made	  a	  stranger	  and	  

a	  guest	  in	  His	  Church.	  	  Syncretism	  in	  worship	  has	  been	  made	  to	  look	  like	  biblical	  

contextualization	  and	  godly	  acculturation	  and	  inculturation.	  	  The	  clarion	  call	  from	  

God	  to	  Church	   leaders	  and	  Pastors	  remain:	  “Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?”	   	  Which	  

pastor	  will	  choose	  to	  be	  the	  odd-‐man	  out	   like	  Moses	  did	  when	  he	  refused	  to	  be	  

called	  Pharaoh’s	  son	  [Hebrews	  11:24	  –	  27].	  	  How	  many	  Church	  leaders	  today	  will	  

be	  brave	  enough	  to	  risk	  their	  popularity	  among	  the	  elites	  and	  wealthy	  by	  teaching	  

the	  undiluted	   and	  uncompromised	   truth	  of	   the	  word	  of	  God.	   	   The	   apostle	   Paul	  

sternly	  admonished	  Bishop	  Timothy	  in	  11	  Timothy	  chapter	  4	  thus:	  	  
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“Preach	  the	  Word;	  Be	  ready	  in	  season	  and	  out	  of	  season.	  	  	  

	   	   	  Convince,	  rebuke,	  exhort	  with	  all	  long	  suffering	  and	  	  

	   	   teaching.	  	  For	  the	  time	  will	  come	  when	  they	  will	  not	  endure	  

	   	   sound	  doctrine,	  But	  according	  to	  their	  own	  desires,	  because	  

	   	   they	  have	  itching	  ears,	  they	  will	  turn	  their	  ears	  away	  from	  	  

	   	   the	  truth,	  and	  be	  turned	  aside	  to	  fables.	  	  But	  you	  be	  watchful	  	  

	   	   in	  all	  things,	  endure	  afflictions,	  do	  the	  work	  of	  an	  evangelist,	  

	   	   fulfill	  your	  ministry”	  	  	  	  	  [11	  Timothy	  4:2	  –	  5].	  

	  

No	  preacher	  no	  matter	  how	  eloquent	  can	  be	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side	  if	  he	  is	  not	  ready	  

to	  sacrifice	  himself	  and	  personal	  interest.	  	  We	  cannot	  be	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side	  in	  the	  

ministry	   if	   we	   have	   not	   formed	   and	   developed	   very	   solid	   and	   sound	   spiritual	  

character.	  	  Integrity	  remains	  the	  bedrock	  upon	  which	  successful	  and	  God-‐pleasing	  

ministry	   is	   built	   and	   achieved.	   	  Without	   an	   experiential	   regenerating	   encounter	  

with	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  pruned	  and	  updated	  steadily	  through	  the	  daily	  study	  of	  

and	  meditation	  on	  the	  word	  of	  God,	  no	  spiritual	  leader	  can	  be	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side.	  	  

Being	   on	   the	   Lord’s	   side	   means	   standing	   for	   God,	   and	   standing	   with	   God	   no	  

matter	  where	  the	  majority	  stand	  at	  all	  times	  and	  in	  all	  places.	  	  The	  three	  Hebrew	  

young	  men	  are	   typical	  examples	  of	   this	   [Daniel	   chapter	  3].	   	  Being	  on	   the	  Lord’s	  

side	   as	   a	   minister	   of	   the	   gospel	   can	   expose	   you	   to	   financial	   trauma,	   denial	   of	  

rights,	   materials,	   positions,	   preferment	   and	   favour.	   	   But	   be	   assured	   that	   these	  

denials	  cannot	  last	  because	  you	  are	  serving	  a	  faithful	  and	  living	  God	  who	  rewards	  

His	   faithful	   servants	   at	   the	   appropriate	   time.	   	   God	   is	   in	   dire	   need	   of	   Church	  

leaders	  who	  will	   stand	  at	   the	  entrance	  of	  our	  Churches,	   and	  on	   the	  pulpits	   like	  

Moses	   to	  challenge	  God’s	  people	   to	  strict	  obedience,	  uncommon	  righteousness,	  

contentment,	   and	   true	   worship	   of	   God	   through	   their	   preaching	   and	   life	   styles.	  	  	  
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Apostle	  Paul	  did	  it	  as	  seen	  in	  1	  Corinthians	  11:1;	  and	  1	  Thess.	  2:10	  when	  he	  said,	  

“Imitate	  me	   just	  as	   I	   also	   imitate	  Christ	   Jesus”.	   	   Ezra	  did	   it	  by	  bringing	  back	   the	  

returnees	  from	  Babylonian	  captivity	  [Ezra	  9	  and	  10]	  to	  true	  worship.	  

	  

	  

TO	  TRADITIONAL/POLITICAL	  LEADERS:	  

The	  traditional/political	   leaders	  are	  not	   left	  out	   in	   this	  decisive	  call.	   	  The	  rate	  at	  

which	  idolatry	  and	  idolatrous	  practices	  are	  growing	  and	  thriving	  in	  different	  towns	  

and	  states	  leaves	  one	  in	  constant	  doubt	  whether	  we	  have	  traditional	  rulers	  who	  

are	  Christians	  actually.	  	  The	  very	  gross	  challenge	  confronting	  these	  highly	  revered	  

traditional	   institutions	   now	   is	   to	   draw	   a	   very	   clear	   and	   distinct	   line	   between	  

culture,	  tradition,	  and	  idolatry.	  	  Majority	  if	  not	  all	  the	  traditional	  rulers	  we	  have	  at	  

least	   in	   the	   South-‐East	   belong	   to	   one	  Christian	   denomination	  or	   another.	   	  Why	  

then	   is	   idolatry	   increasing	   daily	   in	   their	   domains.	   	   If	   it	   is	   not	   ritual	   killing,	   it	   is	  

sacrificing	   to	  one	  deity	  or	   god.	  Masquerade	   cult	   and	  masquerading	  have	   falsely	  

been	  upgraded	  and	  branded	  as	  our	  culture.	  	  Culture	  is	  defined	  as	  lifestyle,	  way	  of	  

life,	  behaviour,	  habits,	  and	  heritage	  generally	  accepted	  in	  a	  society	  by	  the	  people	  

for	   identification,	   and	   peaceful	   co-‐existence.	   	   Tradition	   and	   custom	   are	   some	  

things,	   habits,	   beliefs,	   procedures	   and	   practices	  which	   have	   been	   passed	   down	  

through	   generations	   which	   have	   positive	   associations	   and	   impartations	   on	   the	  

society.	  	  The	  word	  of	  God	  says	  that	  when	  the	  righteous	  is	  in	  authority,	  the	  people	  

rejoice,	   but	   when	   the	   wicked	   and	   ungodly	   rule,	   the	   people	   mourn	   and	   groan	  

[Proverb	  29:2].	  	  	  

	  

Fighting	   against	   idolatry	   is	   a	   war	   that	   must	   be	   prosecuted	   by	   our	   Christian	  

traditional	   rulers.	   	  Why	   are	   people	   still	   subjected	   to	   forceful	   taking	   of	   oaths	   in	  

shrines,	   caves,	  evil	   forests	  administered	  by	  pagan	  and	   fetish	  priests	  as	  a	  way	  of	  
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settling	   disputes,	   suspicions	   and	   accusations	   in	   our	   towns	   and	   villages?	   	   King	  

Hezekiah	  of	  Juda	  decided	  to	  be	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side	  as	  a	  ruler.	  	  Immediately	  he	  was	  

crowned	  king,	  the	  Bible	  had	  this	  to	  say	  about	  him:	  

	   	   	  

“In	  the	  first	  year	  of	  his	  reign,	  in	  the	  first	  month,	  he	  opened	  	  

	   	   the	  doors	  of	  the	  house	  of	  the	  Lord	  and	  repaired	  them.	  	  Then	  	  

	   	   he	  brought	  in	  the	  priests	  and	  the	  Levites,	  and	  gathered	  them	  	  

	   	   in	  the	  East	  square	  and	  said	  to	  them;	  Hear	  me,	  Levites!	  Now	  	  

	   	   sanctify	  yourselves,	  and	  sanctify	  the	  house	  of	  the	  LORD	  GOD	  

	   	   of	  your	  fathers,	  and	  carry	  out	  the	  rubbish	  from	  the	  holy	  place.	  

	   	   	  	  For	  our	  fathers	  have	  trespassed	  and	  done	  evil	  in	  the	  eyes	  of	  

	   	   the	  LORD	  our	  GOD;	  they	  have	  forsaken	  Him,	  have	  turned	  their	  

	   	   faces	  away	  from	  the	  dwelling	  place	  of	  the	  LORD,	  and	  turned	  	  

	   	   their	  backs	  on	  Him.	  [2	  Chronicles	  29:3	  –	  6].	  

	  

The	   great	   encouragement	   we	   can	   receive	   from	   this	   king	   is	   that	   though	   he	  

succeeded	  a	  heathen	  and	  idolatrous	  king	  called	  Ahaz	  who	  it	  was	  that	  shut	  up	  the	  

doors	  of	  the	  house	  of	  GOD	  and	  destroyed	  all	  the	  articles	  of	  worship,	  and	  followed	  

after	  Syrian	  gods,	  Hezekiah	  made	  a	  choice	  to	  be	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side	  [11	  Chronicles	  

28:22	  –	  27].	  	  This	  king	  Ahaz	  was	  so	  idolatrous	  that	  he	  built	  idol	  and	  pagan	  altars	  in	  

every	  city	  and	  town	  in	  Judah.	  	  Surprisingly,	  his	  son	  king	  Hezekiah	  made	  a	  detour	  

and	  chose	  to	  restore	  the	  true	  worship	  of	  God.	  	  How	  many	  of	  our	  traditional	  rulers	  

are	   sitting	   on	   godly	   thrones	  with	   godly	   foundations?	   	   How	  many	   like	   Hezekiah	  

would	  bring	   in	   true	  priests	  of	  God	   in	   their	  domains	   to	   sanctify	  both	   themselves	  

and	   the	   people	   they	   rule?	   	   How	   many	   will	   carry	   away	   and	   destroy	   all	   the	  

idolatrous	   rubbish	   in	  our	   towns	  and	  villages	   so	   that	   the	   favour	   and	  blessings	  of	  

God	   will	   be	   restored	   to	   us.	   	   The	   greatest	   strategy	   satan	   is	   using	   against	   our	  
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traditional	  rulers	  and	  towns	  is	  the	  baptism	  of	  idolatry	  to	  answer	  culture.	  	  We	  as	  a	  

people	   have	   very	   rich	   and	   wonderful	   cultures,	   customs	   and	   traditions.	   	   Any	  

culture	  that	  clashes	  with	  the	  word	  of	  God	  and	  the	  culture	  of	  God	  should	  not	  just	  

be	  refused	  but	  be	  totally	  destroyed	  and	  exterminated.	  	  No	  community	  will	  be	  less	  

idolatrous	  than	  their	  king	  or	  traditional	  rulers.	   	  To	  be	  an	  ‘Igwe-‐na-‐ejeuka’	  should	  

be	  advanced	   to	   “Igwena-‐efe	  ma	  na-‐esokwa	  Christ”.	   	   Churchmanship	   is	  different	  

from	   Christianity.	   	   During	   some	   heathen	   and	   pagan	   festivals	   in	   some	   towns,	  

people	   are	   restrained	   from	   putting	   on	   their	   generators,	   or	   switching	   on	   the	  

electric	   lights	   in	   their	  houses	  at	  night,	  yet	   the	  traditional	   ruler	  of	  such	  a	   town	   is	  

purported	  to	  be	  a	  Christian.	   	  Who	   is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?	   	  The	  time	  to	  make	  that	  

decision	  and	  declaration	  is	  now.	  

	  

Our	   political	   leaders	   have	   turned	   the	   whole	   exercise	   into	   an	   idolatrous	   piece.	  	  

Many	   government	   houses	   are	   under	   the	   control	   of	   satanic	   powers	   through	  

occultism	  and	  occult	  membership	  of	  our	  leaders.	  	  People	  are	  subjected	  to	  satanic	  

and	   idolatrous	   oaths	   if	   they	   want	   any	   political	   appointments	   or	   contest	   any	  

election.	   	   Political	   god-‐fathers	   have	   become	   the	   largest	   customers	   of	   witch-‐

doctors,	  pagan	  priests	  and	  native	  doctors	  yet	  they	  still	  dole	  out	  heavy	  donations	  

to	  Churches,	  and	  even	  build	  Churches.	  	  Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?	  	  Jesus	  said,	  

“I	  am	  the	  way,	  the	  Truth,	  and	  the	  Life”	  [John14:6].	  	  When	  men	  who	  have	  missed	  

the	   way	   have	   become	   our	   leaders,	   definitely	   we	   must	   arrive	   at	   the	   wrong	  

destinations.	   	   Do	  we	   have	   Christian	   politicians	   in	   our	   society	   today?	   Let	   us	   not	  

deceive	   ourselves,	   what	   we	   have	   is	   politian-‐Church	   goers.	   	  When	   elections	   are	  

around	  the	  corner,	  they	  fill	  our	  Churches	  and	  become	  emergency	  Christians.	  	  Who	  

among	   them	  are	  on	   the	  Lord’s	   side	  who	  will	   say	  no	   to	   rigging,	   thurgery,	   killings	  

and	  assassinations?	  	  God	  is	  still	  looking	  for	  political	  leaders	  and	  politicians	  who	  do	  

politics	   to	   honour	   God.	   	   The	   sons	   of	   Levi	   took	   a	   drastic	   decision	   to	   be	   on	   the	  
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Lord’s	  side.	  	  Are	  you	  ready	  to	  massacre	  your	  selfish	  and	  delightful	  ambitions	  so	  as	  

to	  please	  God	  in	  your	  office?	  

	  

	  

	  

TO	  ALL	  CHRISTIANS	  AND	  CHURCH	  MEMBERS:	  

In	  all	   spheres	  of	   life	  and	  human	  endeavours,	  God	   is	   in	  dire	  need	  of	  people	  who	  

will	  willingly	  and	  consciously	  resolve	  to	  be	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side.	  	  Why	  many	  have	  not	  

been	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side	  as	  demanded	  by	  God	  through	  Moses	  in	  our	  Synod	  theme	  

in	   Exodus	   32:26	   is	   because	   people	   especially	   children	   of	   God	   focus	   now	   on	  

immediate	  felt	  needs.	  	  They	  also	  suffer	  memory	  failure.	  	  All	  of	  us	  like	  the	  Israelites	  

are	   victims	   of	   this.	   	  We	   easily	   forget	  who	  we	   are	   in	   Christ,	   and	   God’s	  merciful	  

dealings	  with	  us	  in	  the	  past	  years.	  	  As	  a	  result,	  we	  seek	  alternative	  gods	  whenever	  

we	  are	  confronted	  with	  a	  problem	  or	  challenge.	   	  We	  also	  deviate	  from	  being	  on	  

the	  Lord’s	  side	  because	  we	  always	  feel	  insecure.	  	  God	  is	  looking	  for	  public	  and	  civil	  

servants	  ,	  traders	  and	  businessmen	  and	  women,	  artisans,	  professionals,	  students,	  

drivers,	  apprentices,	  husbands,	  wives,	  spinsters	  and	  bachelors	  who	  will	  be	  on	  His	  

side	  to	  do	  His	  will	  and	  His	  work.	  	  	  

To	  be	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side,	  one	  must	  do	  the	  following:	  

[i]	   Separate	  yourself	  regularly	  from	  the	  crowd	  and	  the	  world	  [Exodus	  32:26b;	  

	   33:7].	   The	   key	   expression	   in	   Exodus	   33:7	   is	   “Everyone	   who	   sought	   the	  

	   LORD	  went	  out	  to	  the	  tabernacle	  of	  meeting	  which	  was	  outside	  the	  camp.	  	  	  

[ii]	   Seek	   God	   with	   all	   your	   heart	   [33:7].	   This	   means	   that	   you	   must	   pursue	  

	   Truth	  over	  popularity.	   	   In	  doing	   that	   self-‐emptying	  and	   sacrifice	  overrides	  

	   comfort	  and	  convenience.	  

[iii]	   You	  must	  make	  a	  public	  declaration	  of	  your	   faith,	  and	  be	  watched	  by	   the	  

	   public	  [33:8;	  Luke	  19:1	  –	  10].	  
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[iv]	   You	  must	   learn	  to	   listen	  and	  obey	  God’s	  word	  and	  voice	  [33:9].	   	  Be	  ready	  

	   to	  practice	  the	  patience	  of	  silence	  and	  submission	  to	  God’s	  will.	  

[v]	   Enter	   into	   Covenant	   partnership	   with	   God	   [33:10	   –	   11].	   This	   covenant	  

	   demands	   that	   you	   must	   be	   faithful	   and	   committed	   at	   all	   times	   in	   doing	  

	   what	   pleases	   God.	   	   Being	   on	   the	   Lord’s	   side	   does	   not	   have	   nor	   make	  

	   provision	  for	  break	  period	  or	  sabbatical	  season.	  

[vi]	   You	  must	  enthrone	  and	  exalt	  the	  word	  of	  God	  far	  and	  above	  every	  human	  

	   philosophy	  or	  opinion	  of	  the	  multitude.	  	  [Joshua	  1:8;	  2	  Timothy	  2:15].	  

[vii]	   You	   must	   die	   to	   self,	   the	   world,	   and	   the	   flesh.	   	   [Exodus	   32:27	   –	   28;	  

	   Colossian	  3:3;	  Galatians	  2:20].	  

	  

BLESSINGS	  OF	  BEING	  ON	  THE	  LORD’S	  SIDE:	  

Even	   though	   it	   is	   not	   an	   easy	   thing	   to	   be	   on	   the	   Lord’s	   side,	   yet	   anyone	   who	  

succeeds	  in	  doing	  that,	  there	  are	  tremendous	  and	  enduring	  blessings	  to	  enjoy.	  	  	  

These	  include:	  

[a]	   God	   will	   always	   bestow	   continual	   special	   all-‐round	   blessings	   on	   such	  

	   people	  [Exodus	  32:29;	  Genesis	  22:1	  –	  end].	  

[b]	   God	  will	   do	  whatever	  He	   can	   to	   protect	   and	   secure	   such	  people	   in	   times	  

	   of	  danger	  and	  calamity.	  	  [Daniel	  3:19	  –	  25;	  6:18	  –	  23].	  

[c]	   Such	  people	  are	  blessed	  by	  God	  with	  an	  oath	  and	  a	  vow.	  	  [Gen.	  22:16–18].	  

[d]	   Unusual	   promotion	   and	   Divine	   visitation	   accompany	   such	   people.	  	  

	   [Genesis	  39:39	  –	  45].	  

[e]	   God	  gives	  and	  assigns	  special	  ministries	  and	  duties	  to	  them.	  [Exodus	  	   38:21;	  

Numbers	  1:50	  –	  53;	  1	  Chronicles	  15:2].	  

[f]	   Their	  names	  are	  written	  in	  God’s	  book	  of	  life.	  	  [Exodus	  32:32	  –	  33].	  

[g]	   They	  always	  enjoy	  peace,	  favour	  and	  prosperity	  from	  God.	   	   [11	  Kings	  20:1	  

	   –	  4;	  	  11	  Chronicles	  26:1	  –	  5].	  
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CONCLUSION:	  

Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side	  is	  a	  timely	  call	  to	  all	  of	  us.	  	  The	  standard	  of	  Christianity	  

has	  been	  compromised.	   	   Idolatry	  and	   idolatrous	  practices	  are	  being	  perpetrated	  

in	   high	   and	   low	   places.	   	   Noisy	   commotion	   in	   Churches	   has	   been	   mistaken	   for	  

revival.	  	  Holiness	  has	  been	  slaughtered	  on	  the	  altar	  of	  popularity,	  materialism	  and	  

liberalism.	   	  Christian	  discipline	  has	  been	  branded	  obsolete	  conservatism.	  Gospel	  

singers	  have	  translated	  into	  gospel	  artistes.	  	  Preachers	  have	  become	  entertainers	  

and	  comedians.	  	  Mammon	  has	  taken	  the	  place	  of	  godliness	  and	  righteousness	  in	  

our	   Churches.	   	   Idolatry	   is	   wrongly	   christened	   socialization	   and	   cultural	   revival.	  	  

Who	  will	  stand	  at	  the	  gate	   like	  Moses	  and	  rebuke	  the	  madness	  of	  the	  prophets,	  

priests,	  and	  God’s	  people?	  	  Oh!	  that	  there	  will	  be	  men	  and	  women	  in	  this	  Synod	  

who	   will	   rise	   like	   the	   Levites,	   be	   loyal	   like	   the	   Rechabites,	   faithful	   like	   Moses,	  

prayerful	   like	  Elijah,	   consistent	   like	  Apostle	  Paul,	   and	   resolute	   like	  our	   Lord	  and	  

Saviour	  Jesus	  Christ	  so	  that	  satan’s	  army	  that	  is	  planning	  to	  overrun	  the	  Church	  of	  

Jesus	   Christ	   can	   be	   stopped	   and	   the	   Kingdom	   of	   this	   world	   will	   become	   the	  

Kingdom	   of	   our	   God	   and	   maker	   where	   righteousness	   and	   righteous	   living	   will	  

become	  the	  order	  of	  the	  day.	  	  Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?	  	  Let	  him	  declare	  it	  today.	  

Please	  join	  me	  as	  we	  sing	  this	  hymn:	  

ABU	  223:	  

1.	   Onye	  diri	  Jisus,	  

	   Onye	  	  gef’Eze?	  

	   Onye	  genye	  aka	  

	   Kpota	  ndi	  ozo?	  

	   Onye	  garap’uwa,	  

	   Che	  nd’iro	  iru?	  

	   Onye	  diri	  Jisus	  

	   N’jereY’ozi?	  

	   Koros:-‐	  Site	  n’olu	  ebere,	  
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	   	   N’amara-‐I	  di	  nso,	  

	   	   AyinadiriJisus:	  

	   	   Jisus,	  ayibunke-‐I!	  

2.	   O	  bugh	  n’ih’otuto	  

	   M’ob’okpu-‐eze,	  

	   K’ayi	  ji	  bata	  n’agha,	  

	   Nab’abu	  ogu;	  

	   Ma	  n’ih’ihu-‐n’anya	  

	   O	  ji	  nwuru	  ayi:	  

	   Onye	  Jisus	  kporo	  

	   Aghagh	  iso	  Ya.	  

	   Koros:-‐	  	  Site	  n’ihu-‐n’anya,	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  N’amara-‐I	  di	  nso,	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  Ayi	  nadiri	  Jisus;	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  Jisus,	  ayi	  bu	  nke-‐I!	  

3.	   Jisus,	  o	  bughi	  ego	  

	   I	  ji	  gbaput’ayi,	  	  

	   Kama	  obora-‐ndu,	  

	   Ibu	  okp’eze-‐I.	  

	   Were	  ngozi	  mejue	  

	   Ndi	  nabiakute-‐I;	  

	   Gi	  mere	  k’ayi	  kwere,	  

	   Me	  k’ayi	  pua	  n’oru.	  

	   Koros:-‐	  	  Site	  nangbaputa-‐I,	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  	  N’amara-‐I	  di	  nso,	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  	  Ayi	  nadiri	  Jisus:	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  	  Jisus,	  ayi	  bu	  nke-‐I!	  

	  

4.	   Ogu	  gesiike,	  

	   Nd’iro	  gerinne,	  

	   Ma	  h’apugh	  imeri	  

	   Ndi-‐agha	  nk’Eze.	  

	   Nmeri	  di	  n’okpuru	  

	   Okoloto-‐Ya;	  

	   Ayi	  aghaghimeri	  

	   N’ezi-‐okwu-‐Ya.	  

	   Koros:-‐	  Onu	  k’ayi	  jibilie;	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  N’amara-‐I	  di	  nso,	  

	   	   	  	  	  	  Ayi	  nadiri	  Jisus:	  

	   	   	  	  	  Jisus,	  ayi	  bu	  nke-‐I!	  

5.	   Ibu	  ndi-‐agha-‐Ya	  

	   K’aroputar’ayi,	  

	   Ndi	  Ony’isi	  agha	  

	   Tukwasir’obi;	  

	   K’ikeghar’igwu	  ayi	  

	   N’ilu-‐ogu-‐Ya;	  

	   Ayi	  ganuolu-‐Ya,	  

	   Ayi	  geme	  dimkpa!	  	  

	   Koros:-‐	  	  Jisus,	  I	  gedeb’ayi	  

	   	   	  	  	  N’amara-‐I	  di	  nso!	  

	   	   	  	  	  Ayi	  gadiri	  Jisus:	  

	  	  Jisus,	  nke-‐I	  mgbe	  dum!	  

	   	   	  	  Amen.	  
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SS	  &S	  792:	  

1.	   Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?	  

	   Who	  will	  serve	  the	  King?	  

	   Who	  will	  be	  His	  helpers?	  

	   Other	  lives	  to	  bring?	  

	   Who	   will	   leave	   the	   world’s	  

	   side?	  

	   Who	  will	  face	  the	  foe?	  

	   Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?	  

	   Who	  for	  Him	  will	  go?	  

	  

	   Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side?	  

	   Who	  will	  serve	  the	  King?	  

	   Who	  will	  be	  His	  helpers?	  

	   Other	  lives	  to	  bring?	  

	   By	  Thy	  grand	  redemption,	  

	   By	  Thy	  grace	  divine,	  

	   We	  are	  on	  the	  Lord’s	  side,	  

	   Saviour	  we	  are	  Thine.	  

	  

2.	   Not	  for	  weight	  of	  glory,	  

	   Not	  for	  crown	  and	  palm,	  

	   Enter	  we	  the	  army,	  

	   Raise	  the	  warrior	  psalm,	  

	   But	  for	  love	  that	  claimeth	  

	   Lives	  for	  whom	  He	  died:	  

	   He	  whom	  Jesus	  nameth	  

	   Must	  be	  on	  His	  side!	  

3.	   Jesus,	  Thou	  hast	  bought	  us,	  

	   Not	  with	  gold	  or	  gem,	  

	   But	  with	  Thine	  own	  life-‐blood,	  

	   For	  Thy	  diadem;	  

	   With	  thy	  blessing	  filling,	  	  

	   All	  who	  come	  to	  Thee,	  

	   Thou	  hast	  made	  us	  willing,	  

	   Thou	  hast	  made	  us	  free.	  

4.	   Fierce	  may	  be	  the	  conflict,	  

	   Strong	  may	  be	  the	  foe;	  

	   But	  the	  King’s	  own	  army	  

	   None	  can	  overthrow;	  

	   Round	  His	  standard	  ranging,	  

	   Victory	  is	  secure,	  

	   For	  His	  truth	  unchanging	  

	   Makes	  the	  triumph	  sure.	  
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Thank	  you	  immensely	  for	  your	  Patience	  and	  kind	  Attention.	  

Remain	  eternally	  blessed	  and	  rapturable.	  

	  

Your	  Bishop	  and	  Friend,	  

	  

+	  Ephraim	  Amichi	  

	  	  	  7th	  June,	  2014.	  
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PRESIDENTIAL	  ADDRESS	  

	  

PRESENTED	  BY	  

	  

HIS	  LORDSHIP,	  

RT.	  REVD.	  E.O.	  IKEAKOR	  

BISHOP,	  DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI.	  

	  

TO	  THE	  

1ST	  SESSION	  OF	  THE	  THIRD	  SYNOD	  

	  

THEME:	  

“I	  KNOW	  YOUR	  WORKS	  …	  

LETTERS	  TO	  THE	  CHURCHES	  OF	  SMYRNA,	  PERGAMOS,	  SARDIS,	  AND	  LAODICEA.”	  	  
[REVELATION	  2	  &	  3].	  

	  

DATE:	  	  	  SATURDAY	  13TH	  JUNE,	  2015.	  

VENUE:	   	  	  	  

ST.	  SIMON'S	  ANGLICAN	  CHURCH,	  EZINIFITE,	  

NNEWI-‐SOUTH	  L.G.A.	  ANAMBRA	  STATE.	  
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SYNOD	  PRAYER:	  

Almighty	   and	   Gracious	   God,	   the	   Hope	   of	   all	   who	   put	   their	   trust	   in	   you,	   we	  
sincerely	   thank	   and	   glorify	   you	   for	   all	   your	  mercies,	   blessings,	   and	  Graces	  upon	  
our	  lives,	  families,	  nation,	  and	  Diocese.	  	  As	  we	  have	  gathered	  for	  the	  first	  session	  
of	  the	  third	  Synod	  of	  this	  Diocese,	  we	  beseech	  you	  humbly	  to	  be	  with	  us	  in	  your	  
power.	  	  Guide	  and	  guard	  our	  thoughts	  and	  deliberations.	  	  Grant	  us	  the	  honesty	  of	  
opinions,	   transparency	  of	  heart,	   and	  holiness	  of	   life	   in	  all	  we	   say	  and	  do	   in	   this	  
Synod.	  	  Make	  us	  to	  understand	  that	  you	  know	  all	  our	  doings,	  and	  motives	  in	  doing	  
them,	  so	  that	  we	  can	  serve	  you	  with	  sincerity	  and	  commitment	  so	  as	  to	  receive	  
good	  eternal	  reward	  from	  you	  at	  last.	  	  We	  ask	  all	  these	  through	  your	  only	  Son	  and	  
our	   Saviour	   Jesus	  Christ	  who	   lives	   and	   reigns	  with	   you	  and	   the	  Holy	   Spirit	   both	  
now	  and	  forever.	  	  Amen.	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

GREETINGS:	  

Dear	   People	   of	   God,	   we	   happily	   and	   heartily	   thank	   the	   Almighty	   God	   for	  
mercifully	  preserving	  our	   lives	  to	  see	  and	  be	  partakers	   in	  the	  first	  session	  of	  our	  
third	  Synod.	  	  May	  all	  glory,	  praise,	  and	  exaltation	  belong	  to	  Him	  alone	  both	  now	  
and	  always.	  	  Amen.	  

We	   respectfully	   welcome	   the	   Executive	   Governor	   of	   Anambra	   State,	   His	  
Excellency,	  Chief	  Willie	  Obiano	   to	   this	  august	  Synod	  assembly	  with	  his	  galaxy	  of	  
lieutenants,	   and	   members	   of	   the	   State	   Executive	   Council	   holding	   here	   at	   St.	  
Simon's	   Anglican	   Church,	   Ezinifite	   in	   Nnewi-‐South	   Local	   Government	   Area	   of	  
Anambra	  State.	  

We	  in	  the	  same	  vein	  gladly	  welcome	  the	  Deputy	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  His	  
Excellency,	  Dr.	  Nkem	  Okeke	  to	  the	  Synod.	  	  Let	  us	  also	  say	  a	  very	  big	  welcome	  to	  
the	  immediate	  past	  governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  His	  Excellency,	  Chief	  Sir	  Peter	  Obi	  
for	  finding	  time	  to	  grace	  this	  occasion	  today.	  

On	  a	  very	  special	  note,	  we	  joyfully	  welcome	  our	  father	  in	  the	  Lord,	  His	  Grace,	  The	  
Most	   Revd.	   Christian	   .O.	   Efobi	   –	   The	   Dean,	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	  
Communion],	   Archbishop	   of	   Ecclesiastical	   Province	   of	   the	   Niger,	   and	   Bishop	   of	  
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Aguata	  to	  the	  Synod.	  	  We	  at	  this	  point	  say	  a	  very	  ovatious	  congratulation	  to	  him	  
on	  his	  election	  as	  the	  new	  Dean	  of	  the	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  [Anglican	  Communion].	  	  
May	   the	   triple	   grace	   to	   faithfully	   serve	   the	   Lord	   in	   these	   three	   capacities	   be	  
always	   available	   to	   you	   in	   the	   name	   of	   our	   Lord	   and	   Redeemer	   Jesus	   Christ.	  	  
Amen.	  

We	  are	  pleased	  to	  welcome	  all	  Archbishops	  and	  Bishops	  of	  our	  Church,	  who	  have	  
found	   time	   to	   be	   with	   us	   today.	   	   To	   all	   other	   distinguished	   guests,	   Bishop's	  
Nominees,	   and	   Synod	   delegates,	   we	   are	   immeasurably	   encouraged	   by	   your	  
presence,	  and	  positive	  response	  to	  our	  invitation.	  	  We	  have	  not	  taken	  for	  granted	  
the	   presence	   of	   our	   Royal	   fathers	   especially,	   His	   Royal	   Highness,	   Igwe	   Samuel	  
Anayo	  Obika,	  Ezeoha	  II	  of	  Ezinifite	  who	  lavishly	  received	  the	  Bishop,	  his	  wife	  and	  
the	  Synod	  	  delegates	  in	  his	  palace	  on	  arrival	  on	  Wednesday	  10th	  June,	  2015.	  	  We	  
cannot	  have	  the	   inexplicable	   lapse	  of	  forgetting	  to	  welcome	  in	  a	  very	  wonderful	  
manner,	   my	   wife,	   Mama	   Amichi	   Diocese	   and	   President	   of	   Mothers'	   Union,	  
Women's	  Guild,	  and	  Girls'	  Guild;	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor.	  

The	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  Knights,	  the	  Diocesan	  Chancellor	  and	  our	  Legal	  team,	  the	  
academia;	  business	  men	  and	  women,	  the	  Clergy	  and	  their	  wives,	  the	  gentlemen	  
of	  the	  Press	  and	  indeed	  everyone	  present	  here;	  you	  are	   indeed	  highly	  welcome.	  	  
May	   the	   peace	   of	   God,	   and	   Grace	   of	   our	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ	   be	   continually	  
multiplied	  upon	  all	  of	  you	  as	  we	  fellowship	  in	  His	  presence	  in	  this	  Synod	  both	  now	  
and	  always.	  	  Amen.	  

	  	  

	  	  

SYNOD	  RESOURCE	  PERSONS:	  

[a]	   SYNOD	  GUEST	  PREACHER:	  

The	  Synod	  guest	  preacher	  in	  this	  first	  session	  of	  the	  third	  Synod	  is	  a	  well	  known	  
preacher	   of	   the	   gospel,	   our	   brother,	   and	   friend,	   His	   Lordship,	   the	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Dr.	  
Samuel	  Chukwudi	  Ezeofor.	  	  Bishop	  Samuel	  Ezeofor	  was	  born	  on	  8th	  May,	  1967	  to	  
Ichie	  Noel	  and	  Mrs.	  Juliana	  Ezeofor	  of	  Ezioko	  village,	  Oko	  in	  the	  present	  Orumba	  
North	   Local	   Government	   Council	   of	   Anambra	   State.	   	   His	   birth	   brought	  
tremendous	   joy	   to	   the	   family	  and	  many	   relatives	  because	   it	  was	  a	   long	  awaited	  
blessing	  from	  God.	  	  His	  parents	  had	  been	  in	  marriage	  for	  ten	  [10]	  years	  without	  a	  
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fruit	   of	   the	   womb.	   	   Samuel	   was	   introduced	   to	   the	   Church	   early	   in	   life	   by	   his	  
parents	  and	  particularly	  his	  mother.	  	  He	  attended	  virtually	  all	  the	  activities	  in	  the	  
Church	  and	  grew	  up	  to	  be	  acquainted	  with	  the	  Church	  and	  her	  activities.	  	  He	  was	  
a	  Choir	  boy,	  Brigade	  boy,	  an	  APA	  boy,	  an	  AYF	  boy,	  and	  he	  grew	   in	   them	  to	   the	  
glory	  of	  God.	  	  He	  attended	  Okoko	  Primary	  School,	  and	  Central	  School,	  Oko	  for	  his	  
primary	   education	   from	  where	   he	   obtained	   his	   First	   School	   Leaving	   Certificate.	  	  
He	  attended	  Aguata	  High	  School	  for	  his	  secondary	  school	  education	  and	  obtained	  
his	  West	   African	   School	   Certificate	   in	   1985.	   	   He	   proceeded	   to	   the	  University	   of	  
Nigeria,	  Nsukka,	  where	  he	  got	  his	  first	  degree	  with	  first	  class	  honours	  division.	  	  He	  
later	   went	   to	   University	   of	   Ibadan;	   and	   Immanuel	   College	   of	   Theology,	   Ibadan	  
where	  he	  got	  his	  second	  and	  third	  degrees	  between	  1990	  and	  1995.	  	  Samuel	  was	  
made	  a	  deacon,	  and	  also	  ordained	  a	  priest	   in	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Akure	   in	  1994	  and	  
1995	  respectively	  by	  the	  Lord	  Bishop	  of	  Akure	  Diocese,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Emmanuel	  
Gbonigi.	   	   He	   served	   in	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   David,	   Akure;	   Chapel	   of	  
Restoration,	   Akure	   as	   a	   Priest	   while	   lecturing	   in	   Archbishop	   Vinning	   College	   of	  
Theology,	  Akure.	  

Samuel	   left	   Akure	   in	   1998	   for	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Nnewi	   under	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Prof.	  	  
G.I.N.	  Okpala.	  	  He	  served	  in	  The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Mary,	  Nnewi;	  St.	  Mary's	  
Church,	  Isseke	  from	  where	  he	  was	  preferred	  and	  collated	  an	  Archdeacon	  in	  2000.	  	  
He	  also	  served	  as	  Archdeacon	  of	  Ihiala,	  and	  Oraifite	  Archdeaconries	  respectively.	  	  
It	  was	  while	  he	  was	  in	  Oraifite	  that	  Bishop	  Samuel	  was	  elected,	  consecrated,	  and	  
enthroned	  as	  the	  pioneer	  Bishop	  of	  Ogbaru	  Diocese	  in	  2007.	  

Rt.	   Revd.	   Samuel	   .C.	   Ezeofor	   has	   served	   the	   Church	   in	   various	   capacities	   from	  
childhood	  in	  his	  local	  Church,	  St.	  John	  the	  Divine	  Church,	  Oko	  to	  secondary	  school,	  
university,	  National	  Youth	  Service,	  and	  he	  continues	  to	  serve.	  	  He	  is	  currently	  the	  
Chairman,	  EFAC	  Eastern	  Bloc;	  Vice	  Chairman	  EFAC,	  Nigeria;	  National	  AYF	  Patron;	  
and	  Patron	  Scripture	  Union,	  Onitsha	  Area.	  	  The	  preaching	  of	  the	  Gospel	  has	  taken	  
him	  beyond	  the	  shores	  of	  Nigeria	  to	  more	  than	  twenty-‐five	  nations	  of	  the	  world	  in	  
five	   continents.	   	   His	   passion	   is	   how	   to	   grow	   strong	   disciples	   for	   Christ,	   good	  
Church	  and	  society	  leaders;	  strong	  and	  virile	  Christian	  marriages	  and	  homes.	  	  This	  
vision	  drives	  him	  in	  whatever	  he	  does	  today.	  	  What	  Samuel	  thinks	  is	  the	  greatest	  
experience	   in	   his	   life	   is	   the	   event	   that	   took	   place	   in	   his	   life	   on	   30th	   December,	  
1983	   which	   is	   the	   date	   of	   his	   second	   birth.	   	   It	   is	   that	   singular	   experience	   and	  
encounter	  on	  that	  day	  that	  has	  made	  him	  what	  he	  has	  become	  today.	  	  
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Bishop	   Samuel	   has	   authored	   a	   number	   of	   books,	   while	   some	   are	   still	   in	   the	  
pipeline.	   	  Among	  his	  book	   titles	  are:	   “Made	   in	  Heaven”,	   “Living	  with	  Eternity	   in	  
View”,	  “The	  Battle	   for	  Light”,	  “Beyond	  Conventional	  Christianity”,	  “In	  Tithes	  and	  
Offerings”.	  

Samuel	  is	  married	  to	  one	  female	  wife,	  Mrs.	  Chinyere	  Hulda	  Ezeofor	  with	  whom	  he	  
has	   been	   serving	   the	   Lord	   as	   an	   ordained	   Priest	   for	   the	   past	   twenty-‐one	   years,	  
and	  they	  are	  blessed	  with	  five	  wonderful	  and	  promising	  children.	  

We	  welcome	  officially	   Rt.	   Dr.	   Revd.	   Samuel	   .C.	   	   Ezeofor	   to	   our	   Synod,	   and	   also	  
thank	  God	  for	  what	  He	  has	  used	  this	  his	  servant	  to	  impact	  on	  us	  since	  Thursday.	  

	  	  

THE	  SYNOD	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  FACILITATOR:	  

The	  Bible	   study	   facilitator	   for	   this	   Synod	   is	  Ven.	  Chika	  Udochukwu	  Mbeyi.	   	  Ven.	  
Chika	  Mbeyi	  was	   born	   into	   the	   family	   of	  Mr.	  &	  Mrs.	   Josiah	   and	   Theresa	  Mbeyi	  
both	  of	  blessed	  memory	  on	  9th	  June,	  1973.	   	  He	  hails	   from	  Osina	   in	   Ideato	  North	  
Local	  Government	  Area	  of	   Imo	  State.	  He	  was,	  born	   in	  Kontagora	   in	  Niger	  State,	  
and	   was	   baptized	   on	   25th	   November,	   1973	   at	   Holy	   Trinity	   Anglican	   Church,	  
Kontagora	   [Now	   Cathedral].	   	   Chika	   attended	   Central	   School	   Kontagora	   for	   his	  
primary	   school	   education.	   	   He	   later	   enrolled	   in	   secondary	   commercial	   school,	  
Osina	   for	   his	   secondary	   education.	   	   In	   1994,	   Chika	   secured	   admission	   into	   Imo	  
State	   University	   where	   he	   read	  Medical	   Laboratory	   Sciences.	   	   He	   graduated	   in	  
1999,	   and	   in	   2000	   he	   did	   his	   National	   Youth	   Service	   in	   Kwara	   State.	   	   Chika	  
received	   call	   to	   the	   ordained	   ministry	   in	   1994,	   and	   in	   October	   1999	   he	   was	  
employed	  as	  a	  Church	  Teacher	  in	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Ideato.	  	  Between	  1990	  and	  2000,	  
Ven.	  Chika	  served	  as	  a	  Church	  Teacher	  in	  St.	  John's	  Anglican	  Church,	  Osina	  as	  well	  
as	  a	  Laboratory	  scientist	  at	  Osina	  Community	  Hospital,	  and	  Ajaebionu	  Psychiatric	  
Hospital,	   all	   in	   Osina.	   	  When	   Chika	  was	   posted	   to	   Kwara	   State	   for	   his	   National	  
Youth	   Service	   Programme,	   he	   was	   officially	   introduced	   to	   the	   then	   Bishop	   of	  
Kwara	   Diocese,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Jeremiah	   Fabuluje	   by	   the	   then	   Bishop	   of	   Ideato	  
Diocese,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Godson	  Echefu	  [Retired].	  	  He	  served	  as	  a	  Church	  Teacher	  at	  
Chapel	   of	  Ascension,	   Ilorin,	   and	  at	   the	   same	   time	  as	   Laboratory	   scientist	   at	   the	  
University	   of	   Ilorin	   Teaching	   Hospital.	   	   Chika	   found	   favour	   before	   God	   and	   the	  
Bishop	  of	  Kwara	  Diocese	  who	  sent	  him	  to	  Immanuel	  College	  of	  Theology,	  Ibadan	  
for	  his	  Theological	  and	  ordination	  training	  in	  2001.	  He	  was	  made	  a	  deacon	  on	  6th	  
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July	   2003;	   and	   ordained	   Priest	   on	   22nd	   June	   2004	   by	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Jeremiah	  
Fabuluje,	  Bishop	  of	  Kwara	  Diocese.	  	  

In	  2005,	  Chika	  Mbeyi	  moved	  down	  to	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Abakaliki.	  	  He	  was	  posted	  to	  
All	  Saints'	  Cathedral,	  Abakaliki	  where	  he	  served	  as	  a	  curate	  under	  Ven.	  Ephraim	  
.O.	   Ikeakor	   [Now	   Bishop]	   who	   was	   the	   Cathedral	   Archdeacon/	   Administrator.	  	  
According	  to	  Ven.	  Chika	  Mbeyi,	  it	  was	  his	  work	  with	  and	  under	  Ven.	  Ephraim	  .O.	  	  
Ikeakor	   that	   sharpened	   and	   shaped	   his	   Priestly	   ministry.	   	   On	   11th	   November,	  
2007,	   Chika	   was	   collated	   and	   installed	   the	   first	   Archdeacon	   of	   Igbeagu	  
Archdeaconry	   by	   the	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Benson	   C.	   B.	   Onyeibor,	   the	   retired	   Bishop	   of	  
Abakaliki	  Diocese.	  	  Ven.	  Chika	  has	  served	  as	  Archdeacon	  of	  Ndiagu,	  Kpirikpiri,	  and	  
Umuezeoka	  Archdeaconries	  at	  various	  times.	  	  In	  January,	  2015,	  Ven.	  Chika	  Mbeyi	  
moved	  to	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi.	  	  He	  is	  presently	  serving	  at	  St.	  Andrew's	  Anglican	  
Church,	  Unubi.	  

He	   was	   the	   Chaplain	   of	   Anglican	   Youth	   Fellowship	   while	   in	   Kwara	   Diocese.	   	   In	  
Abakaliki	   Diocese,	   Ven	   Chika	   Mbeyi	   served	   as	   the	   Director	   Diocesan	   HIV/AIDS	  
Intervention	   Programme	   2005	   –	   2008;	   Chairman	   of	   Diocesan	   Synod	   Planning	  
Committee	   2009	   –	   20014;	   Chaplain	   Social	  Welfare	   2010	   –	   2014.	   	   In	   September	  
1990,	  Chika	  surrendered	  his	   life	   to	   the	  Lord	   Jesus	  Christ	  and	  was	  born	  again.	   	   It	  
was	  a	  very	  significant	  encounter	  that	  turned	  his	  life	  around	  for	  good.	  	  He	  became	  
a	   member	   of	   Scripture	   Union	   where	   he	   later	   became	   the	   group	   prayer	  
coordinator.	  	  He	  was	  also	  one	  of	  the	  pioneer	  members	  of	  EFAC	  in	  Ideato	  Diocese.	  	  
He	  was	  the	  general	  Prayer	  coordinator	  of	  St.	  John's	  Anglican	  Church,	  Osina	  EFAC	  
Home	  and	  Abroad.	  	  He	  also	  served	  in	  Anglican	  Youth	  Fellowship	  for	  many	  years	  at	  
various	  levels	  and	  capacities.	  

Ven.	   Chika	   Mbeyi	   is	   married	   to	   Mrs.	   Chibuzo	   .N.	   Mbeyi,	   and	   the	   marriage	   is	  
blessed	  with	  children.	  	  	  

We	   thank	  God	   for	   the	   solemn	   and	   dynamic	  way	   Ven.	   Chika	   led	   us	   in	   the	   Bible	  
Study.	   	  We	  both	  welcome	  you	  to	  our	  Diocese,	  and	  appreciate	   the	  Grace	  of	  God	  
upon	  your	  life.	  	  May	  your	  head	  never	  lack	  God's	  oil	  of	  anointing	  and	  favour.	  

	  	  

THE	  VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  

HISTORY	  OF	  CHRISTIANITY	  AND	  ANGLICAN	  CHURCH	  IN	  EZINIFITE	  
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Ezinifite	   is	   one	   of	   the	   ten	   [10]	   communities	   that	   make	   up	   Nnewi-‐South	   Local	  
Government	  Area	  of	  Anambra	  State.	   	   The	   town	   is	  made	  up	  of	   four	   [4]	  quarters	  
namely:	   Awor,	   Ifite,	   Umudiala,	   and	   Akala.	   	   She	   has	   common	   boundary	   in	   the	  
North	  with	  Osumenyi,	  North	  West	  with	  Ebenator,	   in	   the	  South	  with	  Amaruru	   in	  
Imo	  State,	  and	  Lilu,	  in	  the	  West	  with	  Ukpor,	  and	  in	  the	  East	  with	  Akwaihedi.	  	  The	  
town	  is	  watered	  by	  three	  major	  rivers	  viz:	  Ulasi,	  Ofala,	  and	  Ahuma	  Mmiri.	  	  She	  is	  
adorned	  with	  natural	  terrain	  sloping	  to	  the	  South,	  East,	  and	  West.	  	  The	  town	  is	  a	  
source	  of	   sand	  and	   stone	   for	  building	   construction.	   	   The	   traditional	  mainstay	  of	  
the	   economy	   of	   the	   town	   is	   subsistent	   Agriculture.	   	   The	   main	   products	   of	   the	  
people	  include:	  yam,	  cocoyam,	  cassava,	  plantain,	  palm	  produce,	  pears,	  kola	  nuts,	  
bitter	   cola,	   coconut,	   cherry,	   etc.	   	   Some	   of	   them	   are	   produced	   in	   commercial	  
quantity.	  

ADVENT	  OF	  CHRISTIANITY:	  

Before	  the	  advent	  of	  Christianity	  in	  about	  1917,	  the	  people	  of	  Ezinifite	  believed	  in	  
many	   gods	  derivable	   from	  natural	   and	  phenomenal	   existence	   and	  exigencies	   of	  
the	   people.	   	   The	   people	   of	   Ezinifite	   before	   the	   advent	   of	   Christianity	   observed	  
some	   festivals	   in	   honour	   of	   these	   deities.	   	   Such	   festivals	   include:	   Ikpa	   nso,	   and	  
Okpensi	  which	  were	  celebrated	  annually;	  and	  Asal	  a	  festival	  which	  was	  celebrated	  
every	   ten	   years.	   	   The	   coming	   of	   Christianity	   reduced	   and	   indeed	   in	   some	   cases	  
eliminated	  the	  importance	  which	  the	  people,	  the	  tradition	  and	  custom	  placed	  on	  
these	  deities,	  and	   festivals	  attached	  to	   them.	   	  Before	   the	  advent	  of	  Christianity,	  
the	   entire	   community	   worshipped	  many	  man-‐made	   gods	   and	   goddesses	   which	  
include:	  Ala,	  Nkwo,	  Okpii,	  Ulasi,	  Ohiaka,	  Unamiri	  and	  Ogwugwu.	  

The	   period	   before	   the	   coming	   of	   Christianity	   in	   Ezinifite	   could	   be	   properly	  
described	   as	   “Dark	   Age”.	   	   It	  was	   a	   period	  when	   twin	   babies	   and	   their	  mothers	  
were	   killed.	   	  Victims	  of	   illnesses	   like	   swollen	   limbs	  and	   stomachs,	  or	   those	  who	  
were	  leprous	  were	  thrown	  away	  alive.	  	  It	  was	  a	  period	  when	  slavery	  and	  outcasts	  
caste	  were	  the	  order	  of	   the	  day.	   	   It	  was	  also	  a	  period	  when	  kidnappers	  roamed	  
the	   streets	   kidnapping	   and	   selling	   their	   victims.	   	   These	   untold	   evils	   were	   ripe	  
enough	  to	  force	  a	  sudden	  change	  in	  the	  social	  and	  religious	  structures	  and	  beliefs	  
on	   the	   community,	   but	   the	   priests	   of	   the	   gods	   and	   goddesses	   became	   great	  
stumbling	  blocks	  to	  any	  individual	  or	  groups	  that	  would	  rise	  up	  to	  suggest	  or	  bring	  
about	  the	  needed	  change.	  	  1917	  was	  a	  great	  and	  remarkable	  year	  in	  the	  history	  of	  
Ezinifite.	  	  It	  was	  the	  year	  that	  the	  good	  news	  of	  the	  Gospel	  of	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  
was	  brought	  from	  Nnewi	  to	  Ezinifite	  town.	   	  Hardworking	  Christian	  youths	   led	  by	  



292	  
	  

Mr.	  Paul	  Ofoma,	  Japheth	  Onwuka,	  Job	  Nwilo,	  and	  Atusiuba	  from	  Umudim	  Nnewi	  
stormed	  Ezinifite	  with	  the	  gospel.	  These	  Christian	  youths	  had	  open-‐air	  preaching	  
in	  the	  town	  for	  some	  months.	  	  Late	  Elija	  Obianuka	  in	  Umudiala	  village	  offered	  his	  
house	  as	  a	  place	  of	  worship	  every	  Sunday.	   	   In	  1918,	  a	  good	  number	  of	  Christian	  
converts	   had	   been	   won	   for	   Christ.	   	   A	   large	   place	   of	   worship	   became	   very	  
necessary.	   	  Amaoda	  Umuokwereogu	   in	  Umuerimanwa	   in	  Umudiala	  was	   secured	  
and	  a	  mud	  Church	  building	  was	  erected.	  	  The	  first	  station	  Catechist	  in	  the	  person	  
of	  Mr.	  Emmanuel	  Okeke	  from	  Ojoto	  was	  posted	  to	  the	  Church.	  	  Prominent	  among	  
the	   early	   Christian	   converts	   were	   Elijah	   Obianuka,	   Abraham	   Ogbuchi,	   Abel	  
Osueke,	   Osuogwugwu	   Ifediniru,	   Ezeokwesi	   Ifediniru,	   Timothy	   Nzotozi,	  
Onwugamba	  Oguchi,	  and	  Aaron	  Ntuimonu.	  Others	  were	  Simeon	  Ibeh,	  Daniel	  Ibe,	  
Hezekiah	   Ibe,	   Samuel	   Onwuasoigwe	   Okafor,	   Matthew	   Anolue,	   Gabriel	  
Utokanandu	  Agbasimelo,	  Moses	  Onyekere,	  John	  Oraejesi,	  Josiah	  Emejuru,	  Joseph	  
Anolue,	  Michael	   Ikegwuonu,	   Paul	   Emesie,	  Gabriel	   Etoniru,	   and	   Isaiah	  Obianuka.	  	  
The	  young	  Christian	  women	  converts	  who	  carried	  the	  Cross	  side	  by	  side	  the	  men	  
counterparts	   include	   Udeze	   Ibe	   who	  was	   the	   first	   woman	   convert	   in	   the	   flock.	  	  
Others	  were	  Nwamaeru	  Obianuka,	  Mogo	  Chukwu	  Onwusobalu	   [now	  Mrs.	  Phina	  
.M.	   	  Umeike],	  Eunice	  Ibe,	  Nwodika	  Ikegwuonu,	  Sarah	  Ikegwuonu,	  Janet	  Oraejesi,	  
Alice	   Onyekere	   and	   Nwamaeze	   Obianuka.	   	   As	   a	   result	   of	   great	   increase	   in	   the	  
number	  of	  converts,	  it	  became	  very	  necessary	  to	  set	  up	  a	  large	  Church	  building	  in	  
a	  more	  spacious	  and	  central	  place.	  	  The	  Church	  building	  was	  therefore	  transferred	  
to	  Ugwuachi	  in	  Umudiala.	  	  The	  Church	  was	  still	  in	  need	  of	  a	  more	  central	  place	  of	  
worship	   for	   all	   the	   Christian	   converts	   in	   Ezinifite.	   	   It	   was	   at	   that	   time	   that	   late	  
Ezeomaram	   Ikegwuonu	  of	  Akabo	  Umudiala	  Ezinifite	  donated	  a	  parcel	  of	   land	   to	  
the	  Christian	  converts	  for	  the	  purpose.	  

ERA	  OF	  PERSECUTION:	  

This	  great	  light	  of	  the	  Gospel	  and	  wind	  of	  change	  in	  Ezinifite	  became	  a	  threat	  to	  
idol	   worshippers	   and	   the	   serving	   priests	   to	   such	   idols.	   	   They	   saw	   the	   mass	  
conversion	  of	   their	   devotees	   to	   Christianity	   as	   a	   great	   threat	   to	   their	   livelihood	  
and	  economy.	   	  They	  therefore	  went	  on	  demonstration	  against	  the	  new	  doctrine	  
to	  the	  traditional	  ruler	  who	  was	  then	  a	  warrant	  Chief.	   	  The	  Chief	  then	  promised	  
the	  idol	  worshippers	  that	  he	  would	  soon	  destroy	  the	  new	  doctrine	  in	  the	  town.	  	  In	  
the	  bid	  to	  make	  his	  promise	  to	  the	   idol	  worshipper	  a	  reality,	  a	   law	  was	  made	   in	  
the	   traditional	   circle	   through	   the	   warrant	   Chief	   that	   every	   able-‐bodied	   man	  
should	  go	  and	  work	  for	  the	  traditional	  ruler	  on	  Sundays.	   	  The	  Christians	  saw	  the	  
“Work	  on	  Sunday”	  as	  a	  clever	  way	  to	  disrupt	  and	  destroy	  their	  Sunday	  services.	  	  
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They	  therefore	  decided	  to	  keep	  the	  Lord's	  day	  holy	  because	  they	  were	  convinced	  
that	  it	  was	  better	  to	  obey	  God	  than	  man.	  	  Thus	  they	  dissociated	  themselves	  from	  
the	   compulsory	   work	   on	   Sunday.	   	   In	   1920,	   the	   Chief's	   clerk	   from	   Obosi	   was	  
compelled	  to	  summit	  names	  of	  all	  those	  who	  did	  not	  comply	  with	  the	  given	  order.	  	  
A	   total	   of	   twenty-‐three	   names	  were	   submitted	   and	   they	  were	   all	   arrested	   and	  
sent	  to	  Oduga	  Court	  at	  Ihiala	  on	  charges	  of	  bringing	  in	  doctrines	  and	  customs	  new	  
to	   Ezinifite	   in	   order	   to	   destroy	   the	   existing	   customs	   of	   the	   land.	   	   They	   were	  
pronounced	  guilty	  and	  sentenced	  to	  three	  months	  imprisonments	  without	  option	  
of	   fines.	   	   The	   yam	   barns	   of	   Nneani	   people	   were	   also	   completely	   burnt	   as	   a	  
punishment	  to	  the	  village	  that	  was	  seen	  as	  the	  most	  disobedient	  to	  the	  warrant	  
Chief.	  	  	  

On	   the	   fifth	   day	   of	   their	   imprisonment,	   the	   station	   Catechist,	   Mr.	   Emmanuel	  
Okeke	  went	  to	  Ekeze	  Nnewi	  and	  reported	  the	  matter	  to	  Revd.	  Abel	  .N.	  Ekpunobi	  
who	  was	   the	   then	   resident	   Priest.	   	   Revd.	   Ekpunobi	  wrote	   a	   letter	  mobilizing	   all	  
Christian	  Churches	  in	  the	  area	  for	  fervent	  and	  continuous	  prayers	  for	  the	  release	  
of	   the	   twenty-‐three	   Christians	   imprisoned.	   	   He	   also	   applied	   in	   writing	   to	   the	  
authorities	   concerned	   at	   Ihiala	   for	   the	   release	   of	   the	   imprisoned	   Christians	  
arguing	  that	  they	  were	  not	  guilty	  of	  any	  offence.	  	  An	  investigation	  was	  carried	  out	  
and	   at	   the	   end,	   they	  were	   all	   released.	   	   The	  warrant	   chief	  was	   ordered	   by	   the	  
Court	  to	  pay	  the	  sum	  of	  “Nnu-‐ahia”	  [twenty	  pounds]	  to	  off-‐set	  the	  bill	  for	  feeding	  
the	   Christians	  while	   they	  were	   in	   prison.	   	   The	   final	   verdict	   and	   decision	   on	   the	  
case	  greatly	  demoralized	  and	  humiliated	  the	  idol	  worshippers.	  

In	   1922,	   the	   Christians	   were	   faced	   with	   another	   serious	   persecution.	   	   The	  
Christians	   from	   Umudiala	   community	   in	   Ezinifite	   collected	   cassava	   sticks	   from	  
Nnewi	   and	   planted	   same	   in	   their	   farms.	   	   By	   that	   time,	   it	   was	   adjudged	   an	  
abomination	   in	   the	   town	   to	   touch	   cassava	   plant	   or	   eat	   cassava.	   	   The	  Christians	  
who	   planted	   the	   cassava	   were	   arrested	   and	   dragged	   to	   Oduga	   Court	   at	   Ihiala	  
again.	   	  They	  were	  charged	  with	  planting	  cassava	  on	  the	   land	  of	  ulasi,	  which	  was	  
termed	   an	   abomination	   by	   the	   pagans	   in	   the	   town.	   	   The	   case	  was	  won	   by	   the	  
Christians	  on	  the	  ground	  that	  people	  have	  the	  right	  and	  freedom	  to	  plant	  and	  eat	  
whatever	  they	  have	  in	  their	  farms.	  	  That	  	  verdict	  therefore	  became	  a	  great	  relief	  
and	   light	  which	   then	  made	   cassava	   not	   only	   prominent	   but	   it	   became	   a	   staple	  
food	  both	  in	  Ezinifite	  and	  the	  whole	  of	  Igbo	  land	  and	  beyond	  till	  date.	  	  	  

In	  1927,	  Mr.	  Jonah	  Okeke	  from	  Umudim	  Nnewi	  was	  posted	  to	  St.	  Simon's	  C.M.S.	  
Church,	   Ezinifite	   as	   the	   station	   Catechist.	   	   The	   Church	   at	   this	   time	   was	   facing	  
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another	  persecution.	  	  Initiation	  into	  the	  “Ozo”	  title	  society	  in	  Igbo	  land	  was	  full	  of	  	  
pagan	  practices.	  	  As	  a	  result	  of	  huge	  financial	  burden	  carried	  by	  the	  initiation,	  the	  
Ozo	  title	  society	  convinced	  the	  warrant	  Chief	  and	  traditional	  institution	  to	  make	  it	  
a	  law	  that	  every	  Ozo	  initiate	  should	  be	  allowed	  to	  freely	  harvest	  people's	  oil	  palm	  
fruits	  indiscriminately	  for	  about	  two	  to	  three	  months.	  	  This	  was	  called	  “Igbu	  akwu	  
Ozo”.	   	  This	  was	  one	  of	   the	  ways	   the	  public	   indirectly	  contributed	  to	  and	  helped	  
the	  Ozo	   title	   aspirant	   to	  meet	  up	  with	   the	  heavy	  Ozo	   title	   financial	   burden	  and	  
expenses.	  	  Late	  Mr.	  Michael	  Ikegwuonu	  of	  Akabo	  Umudiala	  refused	  to	  allow	  this	  
group	  from	  harvesting	  his	  palm	  fruit	  freely.	   	  He	  argued	  and	  maintained	  that	  Ozo	  
title	  society	  was	  pagan	  and	  as	  such,	  Christians	  should	  never	  allow	  their	  palm	  fruits	  
to	  be	  harvested	  for	  that	  purpose.	  	  The	  local	  chieftains	  and	  promoters	  of	  the	  Ozo	  
initiation	  saw	  this	  stand	  as	  a	  great	  slap	  and	  insult	  on	  the	  face	  of	  all	  Ozo	  titled	  men	  
of	   Ezinifite.	   	   Michael	   Ikegwuonu	   was	   dragged	   to	   Oduga	   Court	   where	   he	   was	  
accused	  of	  trying	  to	  destroy	  the	  existing	  and	  established	  customs	  and	  tradition	  of	  
the	   land.	   	   He	   was	   sentenced	   though	   unfortunately	   to	   three	   months	  
imprisonment.	  	  He	  gladly	  accepted	  the	  verdict	  and	  served	  the	  jail	  term	  taking	  it	  as	  
his	   own	   cross	   for	   defending	   his	   Christian	   faith	   and	   hope.	   	   Despite	   these	  
persecutions,	   the	   population	   of	   the	   Church	   was	   impressively	   increasing.	   	   As	   a	  
result	  of	  this	  numerical	  growth,	  a	  new	  site	  was	  acquired	  at	  Onya-‐agu	  along	  Nkwo	  
ozu/Abanator	   road	   [Now	   Mission	   Road].	   	   The	   first	   two	   pieces	   of	   land	   were	  
acquired	   from	   Umuokwereogu	   of	   Umudiala,	   and	   Okonkwo	   Madumere	   and	  
Mgbemeje	  Onyeweli	  of	  Akabu.	  	  Mr.	  Daniel	  Ibe	  of	  Nneani,	  Ifite	  donated	  a	  piece	  of	  
land	   where	   he	   would	   have	   erected	   his	   personal	   house	   to	   the	   Church	   for	   the	  
propagation	  of	  the	  Gospel.	  	  Lands	  were	  also	  acquired	  from	  Amajiri	  Enwerem,	  and	  
his	  brother	  Stephen	  Enwerem	  of	  Etiti	  Umudiala.	  	  The	  acquisition	  of	  this	  new	  and	  
imposing	  site	  aroused	  a	  great	  indignation	  on	  the	  part	  of	  the	  leaders	  of	  the	  Roman	  
Catholic	   Church.	   	   This	   jealous	   rush	   by	   the	   Roman	   Catholic	   Church	  members	   to	  
secure	  a	  better	  and	  more	   spacious	   site	   for	   their	  denomination	   led	   to	   two	  years	  
[1954–1956]	   of	   great	   bitterness,	   misunderstanding,	   suspicion,	   and	   hatred	  
between	  the	  Anglicans,	  and	  the	  Roman	  Catholics.	   	   It	   is	  noteworthy	  that	   late	  Mr.	  
Stephen	  Enwerem's	  land	  deal	  with	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  earned	  him	  and	  his	  family	  
an	   excommunication	   from	   the	   Roman	   Catholic	   Church.	   	   The	   members	   of	   St.	  
Simon's	  Church,	  Ezinifite	  welcomed	  him	  and	  his	  family	  members	  with	  very	  warm	  
embrace.	  	  	  His	  family	  house	  was	  burnt	  by	  the	  Roman	  Catholic	  Church	  members	  in	  
the	   community.	   	   The	   vicar	   in-‐charge,	   Ven.	   B.C.	   Nwosu	   accepted	   and	   took	   Mr.	  
Stephen	  Enwerem	  and	  his	   family	   into	  his	  own	  home	  and	   family.	   	   Later	   in	  1958,	  
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Ven.	  B.C.	  Nwosu	  convinced	  the	  Diocese	  of	  the	  Niger	  to	  build	  a	  decent	  home	  for	  
Enwerem's	  family.	  	  	  

The	   first	   trained	  Catechist	   in	   the	  person	  of	  Mr.	   Chikwendu	  of	  Otolo	  Nnewi	  was	  
posted	   to	   St.	   Simon's	  Church,	   Ezinifite	   in	  1967.	   	   In	  1969,	   	  Revd.	   F.A.A.	   Eriobuna	  
who	  was	  a	  deacon	  then	  [now	  retired	  Archdeacon	  from	  Ihiala]	  was	  posted	  to	  the	  
Church	   as	   the	   first	   clergyman	   who	   worked	   in	   St.	   Simon's	   Church,	   Ezinifite.	   	   In	  
1972,	   the	   Diocese	   on	   the	   Niger	   withdrew	   the	   District	   status	   accorded	   to	   St.	  
Simon's	   Church,	   due	   to	   their	   inability	   to	   build	   a	   befitting	   vicarage.	   	   After	  much	  
fruitless	   protests	   from	   the	   members,	   the	   people	   eventually	   accepted	   the	  
challenge.	   	   The	   vicarage	   building	   was	   completed	   in	   1979.	   	   In	   1980,	   	   Revd.	   T.I.	  
Umeh	   [now	  Venerable]	   from	  Ezinifite	  Aguata	  was	  posted	   to	  St.	   Simon's	  Church,	  
Ezinifite.	   	   His	   posting	   heralded	   the	   restoration	   of	   District	   status	   to	   St.	   Simon's	  
Church,	  Ezinifite.	  	  Revd.	  T.	  I.	  	  Umeh	  during	  his	  tenure	  revived	  the	  various	  organs	  in	  
the	   Church	   which	   were	   until	   then	   not	   functional.	   	   The	   Church	   organs	   revived	  
included:	   Men's	   General	   Meeting,	   Women's	   General	   Meeting,	   Anglican	   Youth	  
Fellowship,	  Boys'	  and	  Girls'	  Brigade,	  and	  Anglican	  Prayer	  Association	  for	  children.	  	  
St.	   Simon's	   Anglican	   Church	   District,	   Ezinifite	   was	   officially	   inaugurated	   on	   26th	  
February,	   1984	   under	   Revd.	   R.O.	   Ibeneme.	   	   The	   building	   committee	   for	   the	  
present	   Church	   building	   was	   set	   up	   in	   1984	   during	   Men's	   General	   Meeting	  
Conference.	  	  The	  chairman	  of	  the	  building	  committee	  was	  Mr.	  B.E.	  Ezekwere,	  Mr.	  
Isreal	   .S.	   Uzoanekwe	   was	   the	   secretary,	   Mr.	   Cyprain	   Agbasimelo	   was	   the	  
treasurer,	   while	   Fanny	   Udeagbara	   was	   the	   financial	   secretary.	   	   The	   foundation	  
stone	   of	   the	   Church	   was	   laid	   on	   13th	   April,	   1993	   by	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   J.A.	  
Onyemelukwe	  [Archbishop	  Emeritus	  of	  Province	  II,	  and	  the	  retired	  Bishop	  on	  the	  
Niger	  Diocese]	  during	  Revd.	  Peter	  Nneji's	  tenure	  as	  the	  Priest	  in-‐charge.	  

Sir	  and	  Lady	  Louis	  .C.	  Okeke	  financed	  the	  roofing	  of	  this	  present	  Church,	  while	  late	  
Mr.	  Ifeanyi	  Ezeamurunanma	  donated	  one	  hundred	  pews	  to	  the	  Church.	  This	  ultra	  
modern	  new	  Church	  building	  was	  dedicated	  on	  5th	  April,	  1999	  by	  His	  Lordship,	  Rt.	  
Revd.	  Dr.	  G.I.N.	  Okpala	  when	  Revd.	   J.A.	  Ekwue	   from	  Nnobi	  was	   the	  vicar	  of	   the	  
Church.	  	  In	  December,	  2006,	  a	  team	  of	  Diocesan	  Evangelists	  were	  sent	  by	  Nnewi	  
Diocese	   to	   open	   a	   new	   branch	   Church	   of	   St.	   Simon's	   Anglican	   Church	   in	   Ifite,	  
Ezinifite.	  	  Evangelist	  Sunday	  Nkwor	  was	  posted	  to	  nurse	  the	  new	  Church	  station.	  	  
In	  2007,	  a	  resident	  Church	  teacher,	  Mr.	  Ephraim	  Ekene	  Umeze	  was	  posted	  to	  the	  
new	  Church	  as	  the	  first	  Church	  teacher.	  	  The	  new	  Church	  station	  was	  christened	  
St.	  Mary's	  Anglican	  Church,	   Ifite	  Ezinifite.	   	  The	  first	  Priest	   in	  the	  person	  of	  Revd.	  
Henry	  O.R.	  Amobi	  was	  posted	  to	  the	  young	  Church	  in	  January,	  2008.	  	  The	  Church	  
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was	  inaugurated	  a	  Parish	  in	  2009	  by	  His	  Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  E.O.	  Ikeakor.	  	  The	  
foundation	  stone	  of	  the	  current	  Church	  building	  was	  also	  laid	  the	  same	  day	  by	  the	  
Bishop.	  	  The	  Church	  building	  is	  nearing	  completion.	  	  The	  land	  on	  which	  the	  Church	  
building	   is	   sited	   was	   donated	   by	   Ezekwere	   family.	   	   Sir	   Samson	   Awiaka	   has	  
undertaken	  the	  building	  of	  a	  befitting	  vicarage	  for	  the	  Church.	  	  He	  has	  started	  the	  
project,	  and	  we	  hope	  that	   it	  will	  not	  take	   long	  when	  he	  will	  complete	  the	  work.	  	  
The	  land	  on	  which	  the	  vicarage	  is	  being	  erected	  was	  donated	  by	  Mr.	  O.O.	  Ifediniru	  
family.	   Sir	   B.E.	   Ezekwere	   donated	   a	   large	   parcel	   of	   land	   for	   Church	   hall.	   	   The	  
women	  Home	  and	  Abroad	  General	  Meeting	   is	   financing	   the	  building	  of	  a	   storey	  
building	  Church	  hall.	  

Generally,	   the	   tenure	   of	   Revd.	   Canon	   Vincent	   Egwuenu	   [now	  Venerable]	  was	   a	  
period	  of	  big	  development	  in	  the	  life	  of	  St.	  Simon's	  Church,	  Ezinifite.	  	  It	  was	  during	  
his	  time	  that	  St.	  Mary's	  Church,	   Ifite,	  and	  St.	   Jude's	  Church,	  Akala	  were	  planted.	  	  
The	   period	   witnessed	   the	   donation	   of	   land	   by	   Anabara	   family	   of	   Akala	   for	   St.	  
Jude's	   Church,	   Akala.	   	   Ven.	   Egwuenu's	   era	  midwifed	   the	   building	   of	   the	   Church	  
hall,	  Bible	  School,	   installation	  of	   cold	   room,	   sinking	  of	  bore	  holes,	  acquisition	  of	  
three	  buses	  for	  the	  Church,	  and	  the	  building	  of	  second	  parsonage.	   	  Ezinifite	  was	  
elevated	   to	   Archdeaconry	   status,	   and	   was	   inaugurated	   in	   May,	   2008	   by	   His	  
Lordship,	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Dr.	   G.I.N.	   Okpala,	   Bishop,	   Diocese	   of	   Nnewi,	   and	   Ven.	   V.C.	  
Egwuenu	   was	   the	   pioneer	   Archdeacon.	   	   St.	   Simon's	   	   Church,	   Ezinifite	   hosted	  
Nnewi	  Diocesan	  Synod	  in	  June,	  2008.	  

At	   Organizations'	   level,	   the	   women	   general	   home	   and	   abroad	   meeting	   was	  
introduced	   by	   late	  Madam	   Eunice	   Ibe	   who	   resided	   in	   Obosi	   with	   her	   husband	  
then.	   	  Madam	  Victoria	  Uba	   succeeded	  Madam	  Eunice	   Ibe,	  while	   Lady	   Elizabeth	  
Okeke	   replaced	   Madam	   Victoria	   Uba.	   	   Currently,	   Mrs.	   Beatrice	   Edokor	   is	   the	  
chairperson	  of	  Women	  General	  Home	  and	  Abroad	  Meeting	  of	  St.	  Simon's	  Church,	  
Ezinifite,	  while	  Lady	  Elizabeth	  Okeke	  is	  that	  of	  St.	  Mary's	  Church,	  Ezinifite.	  

Anglican	  Youth	  Fellowship	  was	  established	  in	  St.	  Simon's	  Church,	  Ezinifite	  in	  1962	  
through	   the	  missionary	  work	   of	   A.Y.F	   of	   St.	   Stephen's	   Church,	  Osumenyi	   under	  
the	   leadership	   of	   Hon.	   N.N.C.	   Egbeigwe	   [now	   Sir].	   	   The	   pioneer	   Chairman	   of	  
Anglican	  Men's	  Christian	  Fellowship	  was	  Chief	  O.O.	  Ifediniru.	  
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INDIGENOUS	  PRIESTS:	  

The	   underlisted	   Clergymen	   are	   the	   indigenes	   of	   Ezinifite	   serving	   in	   various	  
Dioceses.	  

S/N	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NAME	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  DIOCESE	  
1.	   Late	  Revd.	  G.U.	  Agbasimelo	   Diocese	  of	  Owerri	  
2.	   Late	  Revd.	  Canon	  Emmanuel	  Iloka	   Diocese	  of	  Awka	  
3.	   Revd.	  Canon	  Lawrence	  Oguanya	   Calabar	  
4.	   Ven.	  Ifeanyi	  Ezezue	   Jebba	  
5.	   Revd.	  Christopher	  Elochukwu	   Amichi	  
6.	   Revd.	  Canon	  Osita	  Ugokwe	   Nike	  
7.	   Revd	  Ikenna	  Ezeoke	   Lagos/Aba	  Ngwa	  
8.	   Revd.	  Okwuchukwu	  Uzuegbu	   Arochukwu/Ohofia	  
9.	   Revd.	  Uchenna	  Aguda	   Ihiala	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

CHRONOLOGY	  OF	  PRIESTS	  WHO	  HAVE	  WORKED	  IN	  EZINIFITE:	  

S/N	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NAME	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  DATE	  
1.	   Revd.	  F.A.A.	  Eriobuna	   1969	  –	  1972	  
2.	   Revd.	  T.I.	  Umeh	   1980	  –	  1983	  
3.	   Revd.	  R.	  O.	  Ibeneme	   1984	  
4.	   Revd.	  A.B.C.	  Okoli	   1985	  -‐	  1989	  
5.	   Revd.	  P.C.	  	  Nneji	   1990	  –	  1995	  
6.	   Revd.	  	  I.O.	  Igboanusi	   1996	  
7.	   Revd.	  J.A.	  	  Ekwue	   1997	  -‐	  1999	  
8.	   Revd.	  B.O.	  Anene	   2000	  –	  2002	  
9.	  	   Ven.	  V.	  C.	  Egwuenu	   2003	  –	  2008	  
10.	   Revd.	  Oliver	  Chigbo	  [Curate]	  	   2008	  –	  2010	  
11.	   Revd.	  Zephniah	  Enemuo	  [Curate]	   2007	  –	  2008	  
12.	   Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	   2009	  [Jan.	  –	  July]	  
13.	   Ven.	  Ephraim	  Umeh	   2009	  [July	  –	  Dec.	  2010.]	  
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14.	   Ven.	  Nnamdi	  Amutaigwe	   2011	  –	  date.	  
15.	   Revd.	  Canon	  Silas	  Odimegwu	  [Curate]	   2011	  –	  2013	  
16.	   Revd.	  Robinson	  Oguchi	  [Curate]	   2013	  –	  date.	  	  
	  	   ST.	  MARY'S	  	  CHURCH,	  EZINIFITE:	   	  	  
17.	   Revd.	  Henry	  O.R.	  Amobi	   2007	  –	  2010	  
18.	   Revd.	  Christopher	  Elochukwu	  	   2010	  –	  2011	  
19.	   Revd.	  Chukwunonso	  Okwuora	  [now	  Mr.]	   2011	  –	  2013	  
20.	   Revd.	  Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	   2013	  –	  date.	  

	  	  

It	   is	   very	   pertinent	   to	   state	   clearly	   that	   this	   history	   is	   not	   exhaustive	   and	   very	  
detailed.	  This	  is	  an	  abridged	  edition	  which	  obviously	  does	  not	  contain	  all	  that	  has	  
transpired	  in	  the	  life	  and	  development	  of	  Ezinifite	  Anglican	  Communion.	   	  Having	  
made	   that	  observation,	  we	  at	   this	  point	   thank	  God	   immensely	   for	   the	   lives	  and	  
times	  of	  men	  and	  women	  of	  Ezinifite	  who	  yielded	   their	   lives,	   times,	   talents	  and	  
treasures	   for	   the	   propagation	   and	   growth	   of	   Christianity	   in	   this	   part	   of	   God's	  
world.	   	  May	   their	   labours	  never	  be	   in	   vain	   in	   the	  mighty	  name	  of	  our	   Lord	  and	  
Saviour	  Jesus	  Christ.	  

	  

CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  NEWS:	  

To	  the	  glory	  of	  God,	  some	  meetings	  and	  events	  took	  place	  at	  the	  national	  level	  of	  
our	  Church,	  within	  the	  Synod	  year	  we	  are	  reviewing.	   	  Such	  meetings	  and	  events	  
are:	  

[a]	   The	   General	   Synod:	   	   The	   meeting	   of	   the	   General	   Synod	   of	   Church	   of	  
	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion]	   was	   held	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   the	  
	   Good	  Shepherd,	  Enugu	   from	  15th	   to	  19th	  September,	  2014.	   	   It	  was	  hosted	  
	   by	   the	   entire	   Province	   of	   Enugu.	   	   The	   theme	   of	   the	   Synod	   was	   “Thy	  
	   Kingdom	  Come”.	   	  God	   in	  His	  mercy	  used	   the	   various	   resource	  persons	   to	  
	   bless	  His	  people	  abundantly	  through	  His	  word.	  

[b]	   The	   Standing	   Committee	   Meeting:	   	   The	   Meeting	   was	   hosted	   by	   the	  
	   Province	   of	   Bendel	   from	   2nd	   to	   6th	   February,	   2015	   at	   Bishop	   Agariwe	  
	   Memorial	   Church,	   Ughelli	   in	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Ughelli.	   	   The	   theme	   of	   the	  
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	   Standing	   Committee	   was	   “Watch	   and	   Pray”.	   	   As	   we	   congratulate	   our	  
	   Primate	   for	   the	   success	   of	   these	  meetings,	  we	   shall	   not	   fail	   to	   commend	  
	   the	   Provinces	   of	   Enugu	   and	   Bendel,	   the	   Bishops,	   clergy,	   and	   of	   course	  
	   the	   laity	   for	   their	   sacrifices	   and	   commitments	   	   in	  making	   these	  meetings	  
	   very	  successful	  to	  the	  glory	  and	  honour	  of	  the	  Almighty	  God.	  

[c]	   Bishops'	   Annual	   Retreat:	   	   	   The	   2015	   edition	   of	   this	   special	   annual	  
	   gathering	   of	   Bishops	   of	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion]	   for	  
	   spiritual	   rejuvenation	   was	   held	   at	   the	   Ibru	   Centre	   Agbarha-‐otor	   from	  
	   Monday	  5th	   to	   Saturday	  10th	   January,	   2015.	   	   The	   theme	  we	   reflected	  and	  
	   deliberated	   on	   was:	   “21st	   Century	   God's	   Ambassador	   in	   the	   Anglican	  
	   Church”.	   	   The	  main	   resource	   person	   in	   the	   retreat	   was,	   The	  Most	   Revd.	  
	   Stanley	  Ntagali	   who	   is	   the	   Primate	   of	   Church	   of	   Uganda.	   	   It	  was	   actually	  
	   a	   time	   of	   spiritual	   refilling	   and	   refreshing	   for	   the	   Bishops	   after	   the	  
	   hustling	  and	  bustling	  of	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year	  activities.	  

[d]	   Retirements,	   Elections,	   and	   Consecrations:	   	   Some	   of	   our	   Bishops	  
	   through	  the	  mercy	  of	  God	  have	  attained,	  while	  others	  shall	   in	  a	  couple	  of
	   weeks	  attain	  the	  mandatory	  retirement	  age.	  	  	  They	  include:	  

	   [i]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Isaac	  Orama	  [Death]	   	   -‐	  	  	   Uyo	  Diocese	  	  

	   [ii]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Jacob	  Fasipe	   	   	   -‐	  	  	   Oyo	  Diocese	  	   	  

	   [iii]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Prof.	  Anthony	  Nkwoka	   -‐	  	   	  Diocese	  of	  Niger	  West	  

	   [iv]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Tanimu	  .S.	  Aduda	  	   	   -‐	  	  	   Diocese	  of	  Gwagwalada	  

	   [v]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Titus	  .O.B.	  Fajemirokun	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Ijebu	  North.	  

	   The	   following	   Bishops	  were	   duly	   elected	   and	   consecrated	   to	   succeed	   the	  
	   retiring	  Bishops:	  

	   [i]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Prince	  Asukwuo	  Antai	  	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Uyo	  

	   [ii]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Dr.	  Williams	  Oluwarotimi	  Aladekugbe	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Oyo	  

	   [iii]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Captain	  Johnson	  Ekwe	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Niger	  West	  

	   [iv]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Moses	  Tabwaye	   	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Gwagwalada	  
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	   [v]	   Rt.	  Revd.	  Isaac	  Oluyamo	   	   	   -‐	   Diocese	  of	  Ijebu-‐North.	  

	   While	   the	   new	   Bishops	   of	   Uyo,	   and	   Oyo	   Dioceses	   were	   consecrated	   at	  
	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   the	   Good	   Shepherd,	   Enugu	   on	   16th	   September,	  
	   2014;	   the	   new	   Bishops	   of	   Niger	   West,	   Gwagwalada,	   and	   Ijebu-‐North	  
	   Dioceses	   were	   consecrated	   at	   All	   Saints'	   Cathedral,	   Onitsha	   on	   Sunday	  
	   26th	   April,	   2015	   by	  His	  Grace,	   The	  Most	   Revd.	  Nicholas	  Oko,	   The	   Primate	  
	   of	  all	  Nigeria,	  assisted	  by	  many	  Archbishops	  and	  Bishops.	  	  We	  	   prayerfully	  
congratulate	  these	  fathers	  in	  God	  and	  wish	  them	  and	  their	  	   wives	  very	  faithful,	  
fruitful,	  and	  impactful	  episcopacy.	   	  

[e]	   DIVCCON	  –	  Divine	  Commonwealth	  Conference.	  

	   Once	  again,	  we	   thank	  God	   that	   this	   great	   spiritual	   convocation	  was	  given
	   birth	   to	   by	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   through	   the	   instrumentality	   of	   our	   dear	  
	   Primate.	   	   The	   2014	   edition	   of	   this	   Conference	   was	   held	   at	   the	   National	  
	   Christian	   centre,	   Abuja	   from	   Monday	   3rd	   to	   Friday	   7th	   November,	   2014.	  	  
	   Because	  of	   the	   importance	  we	  have	  attached	  to	  this	  conference,	  we	  have	  
	   over	   the	   years	   made	   it	   compulsory	   for	   all	   the	   clergymen	   in	   this	   Diocese	  
	   to	   attend	   and	  where	   possible	  with	   their	   wives.	   	   Seasoned	   preachers	   and	  
	   teachers	  of	   the	  word	  were	  used	  by	  God	  to	  bless	   the	  conferees	   in	   the	   last	  
	   edition	   through	   sermons,	   seminars,	   prayers,	   and	   counseling.	   	   Our	  
	   Diocese	   fully	   sponsored	   four	   youths	   to	   the	   last	   edition.	   	   The	   2015	  Divine	  
	   Commonwealth	   Conference	   has	   been	   slated	   for	   Monday	   9th	   to	   Friday	  
	   13th	  November,	   2015	  at	   the	   same	  venue.	   	  We	   still	   passionately	   appeal	   to	  
	   our	   lay	   members	   to	   identify	   with	   this	   great	   move	   of	   God,	   and	   become	  
	   active	  participants.	  	  This	  year	  the	  Diocese	  intends	  to	  sponsor	  ten	  [10]	  	  young	  
people	  who	  will	  be	  selected	  from	  the	  Diocesan	  Youth	  Church	  	   [DYC]	   	   	   	   	   due	   to	  
their	  commitment	  and	  usefulness.	  

[f]	   St.	  Matthias'	  Evangelism	  Fund:	  

	   The	   2015	   edition	   of	   this	   fund	   collection	   was	   held	   on	   Sunday	   22nd	  
	   February,	   2015.	   	   We	   must	   appreciate	   our	   Churches	   and	   institutions	   for	  
	   heeding	   to	   our	   passionate	   appeal	   to	   see	   the	   urgency	   and	   importance	   of	  
	   this	   fund.	   	   The	  Diocese	   did	   very	  well	   in	   this	   year's	   exercise.	   	  We	  must	   at	  
	   this	   point	   appreciate	   the	   efforts	   of	   the	   Principals	   of	   our	   Convent,	   and	  
	   Seminary	   who	   really	  mobilized	   the	   students	   to	   take	   part	   in	   the	   exercise.	  	  
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	   Why	  we	   struggle	   so	  much	   in	  moving	   our	   adult	   Church	  members	   towards	  
	   voluntary	   and	   sacrificial	   giving	   is	   simply	   because,	   we	   failed	   to	   lay	   a	   firm	  
	   foundation	  on	  giving	  for	  them	  at	  infancy	  level	  of	  their	  	   growth.	   We	  
commend	  the	  Priests	  for	  their	  doggedness	  and	  	   forthrightness	   in	   making	   the	  
exercise	  this	  year	  a	  huge	  success.	  

	  	  

PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER	  MATTERS:	  

NEW	  DEAN:	  

Let	  us	  officially	   congratulate	  our	  Archbishop,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Christian	   .O.	  Efobi	  
on	  his	  appointment	  as	  the	  new	  Dean	  of	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  [Anglican	  Communion].	  	  
We	   pray	   for	   greater	   grace,	   wisdom,	   and	   strength	   to	   faithfully	   execute	   the	  
demands	  of	  the	  new	  office	  to	  the	  Glory	  of	  God.	  

PROVINCIAL	  EPISCOPAL	  SYNOD	  AND	  COUNCIL	  MEETINGS:	  

During	   the	   year	   under	   review,	   the	   Province	   of	   the	   Niger	   held	   two	   Episcopal	  
Synod/Council	  Meetings.	  On	  11th	  and	  12	  September,	  2014	  the	  meeting	  was	  held	  
at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  John	  Ekwulobia.	  	  The	  second	  meeting	  took	  place	  on	  
25th	  and	  26th	  February,	  2015	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  James,	  Atani	  in	  Ogbaru	  
Diocese.	  	  	  The	  meetings	  were	  hosted	  successfully	  and	  hospitably	  by	  the	  Dioceses	  
of	  Aguata,	  and	  Ogbaru	  respectively.	  

	  	  

All	  	  ANGLICANS	  	  PRAYER	  	  RALLY:	  

Our	  province	   convened	  a	   very	  historic,	   glorious	   and	  eventful	   Prayer	  Rally	   at	  Dr.	  
Alex	  Ekwueme	  Square,	  Awka	  on	  Saturday	  November	  1,	  2014.	  	  This	  maiden	  Prayer	  
Rally	  involving	  all	  Anglicans	  in	  Anambra	  State	  even	  though	  a	  child	  of	  circumstance	  
brought	  Anglicans	   from	  all	  walks	  of	   life	   together	   in	  the	  Spirit	  of	  oneness,	  prayer	  
and	   worship.	   The	   attendance	   to	   this	   Prayer	   Rally	   was	   shockingly	   robust	   and	  
intimidating.	   	   The	   Province	   of	   the	   Niger	   for	   the	   first	   time	   prayed	   consciously	  
together	  for	  our	  Church,	  State	  of	  Anambra,	  and	  Nigeria	  in	  general.	  	  We	  thank	  God	  
for	  our	  Archbishop,	  The	  most	  Revd.	  C.O.	  Efobi,	  all	  the	  Bishops	  in	  our	  Province,	  the	  
entire	  clergy	  and	   laity	   for	  making	  the	  Anglican	  Church	  proud	  through	  aggressive	  
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mass	  mobilization	  of	  our	  people.	  	  May	  we	  remind	  us	  that	  we	  agreed	  to	  make	  this	  
one	  day	  Prayer	  Rally	  an	  annual	  event	  which	  should	  be	  coming	  up	  on	  the	  Saturday	  
closest	  to	  All	  Saints'	  Day.	  	  Brethren,	  Prayer	  works	  more	  than	  every	  other	  weapon.	  	  
God	   no	   doubt	   answers	   the	   prayers	   of	   His	   people.	   	   We	   sincerely	   thank	   the	  
Archbishop,	  Bishops	  and	  the	  organizers	  of	  the	  event	  for	  giving	  us	  the	  privilege	  of	  
preaching	  the	  sermon	  in	  this	  maiden	  edition.	  	  The	  theme	  was,	  “Heal	  Our	  Land	  O	  
Lord”.	  

PAUL	  UNIVERSITY,	  AWKA:	  

We	  congratulate	  the	  University	  for	  her	  maiden	  Convocation	  ceremony	  which	  was	  
held	  on	  10th	  October,	  2014.	  	  The	  institution	  has	  a	  new	  Vice	  Chancellor	  now	  in	  the	  
person	   of	   Ven.	   Prof.	   Uche	   .C.	   Abanihe.	   Until	   his	   appointment,	   he	  was	  with	   the	  
University	  of	  Ibadan.	  	  Our	  honest	  prayer	  is	  that	  the	  Almighty	  God	  will	  use	  him	  to	  
inject	  new	   life	  and	  vigour	   into	  this	  great	  citadel	  of	   learning	  which	  should	  be	  the	  
pride	   of	   Anglicans	   in	   the	   South-‐East	   and	   South-‐South	   geo-‐political	   zones	   of	  
Nigeria.	  We	  appeal	  to	  all	  of	  us	  to	  be	  proud	  of	  this	  University	  by	  supporting	  it	  in	  all	  
forms	  to	  succeed.	  

	  	  	  

DIOCESE	   OF	   AMICHI	   =>	   GENERAL	   OVERVIEW	   OF	   NOTABLE	   EVENTS,	   AND	  
PROGRAMMES	  CUM	  PROJECTS:	  

[a]	   CHURCH	  WORKERS	  AND	  WIVES	  RETREATS:	  

In	   the	   bid	   to	   remain	   refreshed,	   current,	   functional	   and	   relevant	   in	   our	  ministry	  
and	   calling,	   the	   Diocese	   organizes	   periodic	   Church	   workers	   and	   wives	   retreat,	  
seminar,	   and	  meetings	   for	   the	   clergy,	   church-‐teachers,	   and	   their	  wives.	   	  Within	  
the	  synod	  year	  under	   focus	  we	  had	  some	  of	  such	  retreats.	   	  On	  Friday	  August	  1,	  
2014,	  these	  servants	  of	  God	  converged	  at	  the	  Holy	  Child	  Convent,	  Amichi	  for	  such	  
a	  soul-‐enriching	  retreat.	   	  The	  topic	  of	  our	  deliberation	  was	  “The	  Clergyman	  as	  a	  
Faith	  Contender”.	   	  Revd.	  Pascal	  Umeoduagu	  spoke	  on	  the	  topic	  during	  which	  he	  
outlined	  three	  major	  reasons	  every	  Clergyman	  should	  contend	  for	  the	  Faith.	  	  They	  
according	  to	  him	  include:	  
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[i]	   The	  devil	  is	  ceaselessly	  fighting	  hard	  against	  the	  Church.	  

[ii]	   The	   devil	   through	   his	   subtle	   schemes	   has	   continued	   to	   lure	   believers	   to	  
	   lose	  their	  salvation	  and	  justification	  in	  Christ	  Jesus.	  

[iii]	   The	   devil	   intimidates	   Christians	   through	   inflicting	   pains,	   dis-‐
	   appointments	  and	  failures.	  

He	  maintained	  that	  we	  can	  only	  contend	  effectively	  against	  the	  devil	  by	  correctly	  
handling	  the	  word	  of	  God,	  and	  by	  co-‐ordinated	  fervent	  prayer	  lifestyle.	  

On	   the	   same	   day,	   a	   seminar	   titled	   “The	   Imperatives	   of	   Youth	   Ministry	   in	   the	  
Future	  Life	  of	  the	  Anglican	  Church”	  was	  taken.	  	  Rev’d.	  Chidi	  Enemo	  while	  handling	  
the	  Seminar	  emphasized	  the	  strategic	  place	  o	  f	  youths	  in	  the	  affairs	  of	  the	  family,	  
Church,	  and	  society.	   	  He	  opined	  that	  both	  the	  Church	  and	  society	  are	  losing	  grip	  
on	   matters	   relating	   to	   young	   people.	   	   The	   Church	   according	   to	   him	   should	  
consciously	  and	  determinedly	  step	  in	  and	  rescue	  our	  youths	  from	  the	  devil.	   	  The	  
following	  steps	  were	  suggested	  to	  be	  taken	  in	  the	  aggressive	  rescue	  mission:	  

[a]	  	   The	  battle	  should	  be	  taken	  to	  the	  home	  front.	  

[b]	   Attention	   should	   be	   given	   to	   the	   needs	   of	   our	   youths	   in	   the	   Church	  
	   liturgy.	  

[c]	   The	   clergymen	   and	   other	   Church	   workers	   in	   the	   Anglican	   Church	  
	   should	   be	   trained	   and	   re-‐trained	   for	   efficient	   youth	   ministry,	   and	  
	   networking	  among	  themselves.	  

[d]	   Youth	  friendly	  programmes	  should	  be	  organized	  in	  our	  Churches.	  

[e]	   Parents	   and	   older	   members	   of	   our	   Church	   should	   set	   worthy	   examples	  
	   for	  the	  young	  people	  to	  emulate.	  

[f]	   Very	   strong	   fervent	   Prayer	   altars	   should	   be	   raised	   for	   the	   young	   people	  
	   by	  parents	  and	  Priests	  in	  securing	  these	  youths.	  

The	  Seminar	  generated	  very	  serious	  discussion	  and	  deliberations	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  
gravity	   and	   enormity	   of	   issues	   raised.	   	   After	   a	   protracted	   discussion	   and	   brain-‐
storming	  session,	  Revd.	  Chidi	  Enemo	  was	  appointed	  by	  us	  to	  start	  and	  co-‐ordinate	  
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a	  Youth	  Church	  in	  the	  Diocese	  which	  shall	  be	  meeting	  once	  every	  month.	  	  He	  was	  
authorized	   to	   form	   a	   Youth	   Church	   Committee	   that	   will	   help	   to	   actualize	   the	  
vision.	  	  He	  was	  however	  cautioned	  with	  his	  committee	  members	  not	  to	  make	  the	  
Youth	   Church	   a	   parallel	   Church	   to	   the	  main	   Church.	   	   Also	   they	  were	  meant	   to	  
know	   that	   the	   Youth	   Church	   should	   not	   conduct	   baptisms,	   weddings,	   child	  
dedication,	   outing	   services,	   etc.	   	   They	   should	   not	   also	   collect	   tithes	   and	  
stewardship.	   	  They	  are	  to	  take	  offerings,	  seed	  of	  faith,	  birthday	  celebrations	  and	  
free-‐will	  donations.	  	  	  

On	  16th	  October,	  2014,	  another	  Church	  workers	  and	  wives	  Retreat	  was	  held	  at	  St.	  
Stephen's	  Church,	  Osumenyi.	  	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  Retreat	  was,	  “Avoiding	  the	  Woes	  
of	   the	  Pharisees	   in	  the	  Ministry”.	   	  The	  preacher,	  Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	  said	  that	  
our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  pronounced	  woes	  on	  the	  Pharisees	  because	  of	  the	  following:	  

[i]	   Their	  lives	  and	  behaviour	  made	  it	  very	  difficult	  for	  others	  to	  embrace	  	  the	  
Gospel	  message.	  

[ii]	   They	  devoured	  widows	  and	  vulnerable	  people	  morally	  and	  financially.	  

[iii]	   They	   were	   converting	   people	   after	   their	   evil	   nature	   and	   ways	   thereby	  
	   making	   them	   twice	   the	   children	   of	   the	   devil	   and	   hell	   fire	   instead	   of	  
	   making	  them	  disciples	  of	  God.	  

[iv]	   They	  were	  doctrinally	  deficient.	  

[v]	   They	   were	   paying	   attention	   to	   irrelevant	   things,	   ignoring	   the	   weightier	  
	   matters	  of	  life	  and	  ministry.	  

He	  maintained	  that	   if	  present	  day	  ministers	  of	  the	  gospel	  will	  avoid	  these	  woes,	  
they	  must	   realize	   and	   be	   sure	   of	  God's	   agenda	   in	   their	   call	   and	  ministry.	   	   They	  
ought	   to	   remember	   the	   grievous	   vows	   and	   oaths	   they	   took,	   and	   endeavour	   to	  
keep	  them.	  	  They	  should	  also	  know	  that	  the	  ministry	  and	  flock	  do	  not	  belong	  to	  
them.	   	  Finally,	  they	  must	  remember	  that	  the	  day	  of	  reckoning	  is	  coming.	   	   It	  was	  
actually	  a	  solemn	  moment	  of	  reflection	  on	  the	  grave	  demands	  of	  our	  ministry.	  

	  	  

DIOCESAN	  CITY-‐WIDE	  CRUSADE:	  



305	  
	  

The	  Diocese	  organized	  and	  executed	  a	  mega	  crusade	  tagged	  “Diocesan	  City-‐Wide	  
Crusade”	   which	   took	   place	   from	   Thursday	   28th	   August	   to	   Sunday	   31st	   August,	  
2014.	  	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  Crusade	  was	  “Who	  is	  on	  the	  Lord's	  Side?”	  	  The	  major	  aim	  
of	  the	  crusade	  was	  to	  instill	  the	  spirit	  of	  true	  and	  uncompromising	  worship	  in	  the	  
life	  of	  Christians	  especially	   in	  our	  Diocese.	   	   It	  was	  aimed	  at	   taking	   the	   theme	  of	  
our	  Synod	   last	  year	   to	   the	  grassroots.	   	   It	  was	   indeed	  a	  glorious	  gospel	  outreach	  
that	   dove-‐tailed	   into	   a	   great	   harvest	   of	   souls	   for	   Christ	   Jesus,	   and	   the	  
strengthening	   of	   believers	   to	   stand	   for	   Jesus	   no	   matter	   what	   the	   multitude	   is	  
doing.	   	   The	   Crusade	   took	   place	   at	   The	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew	   field,	  
Amichi.	   	   Evangelist	   Nnamdi	   Eze	   preached	   on	   28th	   and	   29th	   August,	   while	   the	  
Bishop	   of	   the	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   spoke	   on	   30th	   and	   31st	   August,	   2014.	   	   Bro.	  
Cornelius	  Benjamin	  and	  Sis.	  Ugo	  Chinonyerem	  were	  the	  guest	  Gospel	  singers	  that	  
led	   in	  praises.	   	  Our	  own	  Bro.	  Ebere	  Ezeani;	   and	  Bro.	  Ugochukwu	   Igwebuike	  and	  
Diocesan	   Destiny	   Fulfillers	   Mass	   Choir	   were	   also	   on	   ground	   which	   made	   the	  
crusade	  very	  grand.	   	   It	  was	  an	  overflowing	  mammoth	  crowd	  which	  made	   it	   the	  
biggest	   gospel	   crusade	   held	   in	   Nnewi	   South	   local	   government	   area,	   Anambra	  
State	  in	  recent	  years.	  	  We	  truly	  appreciate	  the	  organizing	  committee	  led	  by	  Ven.	  
Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka,	   the	   entire	   clergymen,	   and	   other	   Church	  workers,	  
the	  women	  ministry,	   and	   indeed	   all	   who	  made	   it	   a	   huge	   success.	   	   It	   was	   truly	  
impactful	  and	  the	  Church,	  Diocese,	  and	  society	  are	  still	  reaping	  its	  fruit	  till	  date.	  

	  	  

2014	  	  FIRST	  BORNS	  NIGHT:	  

As	  we	  have	  been	  made	  to	  know,	  this	  is	  a	  special	  programme	  designed	  for	  all	  the	  
first	  male	  and	   female	  children	  of	   their	  parents.	   	  The	  2014	  edition	  of	   this	   crucial	  
and	   all-‐important	   programme	   was	   held	   on	   Friday	   3rd	   December,	   2014	   at	   the	  
Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   	   The	   theme	   for	   this	   edition	   was	  
“Recovering	  the	  Excellency	  in	  you”.	  	  It	  was	  another	  gathering	  of	  multitudes	  from	  
various	  States	  of	  Nigeria	  and	  all	  walks	  of	  life.	  	  His	  Lordship,	  the	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Ephraim	  
.O.	  Ikeakor,	  Bishop	  of	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  was	  the	  preacher.	  	  In	  his	  sermon,	  the	  
first	  borns	  were	  made	  to	  understand	  that	  they	  inherited	  four	  divine	  positions	  by	  
virtue	  of	  being	  the	  first	  borns.	  	  The	  four	  divinely	  inherited	  positions	  are:	  

[i]	   Every	  firstborn	  is	  the	  might	  of	  his/her	  family.	  

[ii]	   Every	  firstborn	  is	  the	  beginning	  of	  strength	  of	  the	  family.	  
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[iii]	   Every	  firstborn	  is	  the	  excellency	  of	  dignity	  to	  his/her	  family.	  

[iv]	   Every	   firstborn	   is	   the	   excellency	   of	   economic,	   financial,	   academic,	   and	  
	   spiritual	  power	  at	  all	  times	  for	  the	  family.	  

The	  Bishop	  emphasized	  regrettably	  that	  many	  firstborns	  have	  lost	  the	  excellency	  
in	   them	  due	   to	   either	   carelessness,	   ignorance,	   and	   foolishness.	   	   He	  maintained	  
that	  no	  matter	  to	  what	  extent	  this	  excellency	  has	  been	  lost,	  it	  is	  still	  recoverable.	  	  
This	   can	  only	  be	  possible	  by	   totally	  and	  absolutely	   surrendering	  of	   their	   lives	   to	  
the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  who	  alone	  is	  the	  giver,	  sustainer,	  and	  recoverer	  of	  destinies	  
and	  excellencies.	   	   It	  was	  a	  night	  of	  fervent,	  aggressive,	  and	  powerful	  prayers	  for	  
repositioning	  of	  the	  firstborns.	   	  God	  really	  manifested	  His	  power	   in	  the	  midst	  of	  
this	   special	   people	   called	   the	   firstborns.	   	   A	   lot	   of	   the	   firstborns	   renewed	   their	  
covenant	  with	  God	  through	  accepting	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  into	  their	  lives	  as	  their	  
Lord	  and	  Saviour.	  	  We	  thank	  God	  for	  what	  He	  has	  done,	  and	  what	  He	  is	  still	  doing.	  	  
The	  2015	  Firstborns'	  Night	  has	  been	  slated	  for	  Friday	  6th	  November,	  2015	  at	  the	  
Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  at	  9.00	  pm.	   	  Endeavour	  not	  to	  miss	  this	  
special	  opportunity	  provided	  by	  God	  for	  all	  the	  first	  borns.	  

	  	  

	  	  

ADVENT	  ORDINATION/COLLATION	  OF	  ARCHDEACONS	  AND	  CANONS:	  

The	   6th	   Advent	   Ordination	   of	   the	   Diocese	   took	   place	   on	   Sunday	   6th	   December,	  
2014	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  	  The	  retreatant	  was	  Ven.	  E.C.	  
Nnoli.	  	  Two	  Ordinands	  were	  made	  Deacons	  in	  the	  persons	  of:	  

	   [a]	   Revd.	  Ugonna	  Nwagu	  

	   [b]	   Revd.	  Arc.	  Nnamdi	  Unozo.	  

Those	  ordained	  Priests	  in	  the	  service	  were:	  

	   [a]	  	   Revd.	  Isaiah	  Chukwubuikem	  

	   [b]	   Revd.	  Chidi	  Enemo	  

	   [c]	   Revd.	  Chidozie	  Madu	  
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	   [d]	   Revd.	  James	  Mbonu.	  

In	  the	  same	  service,	  the	  Bishop	  collated	  two	  Archdeacons	  and	  four	  Canons.	  Those	  
collated	  Archdeacons	  were:	  

	   [i]	   Revd.	  Canon	  Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka	  

	   [ii]	   Revd.	  Canon	  Oliver	  Chigbo.	  

The	  four	  Priests	  collated	  Canons	  were:	  

	   [i]	   Revd.	  Patrick	  Onwuzurike	  

	   [ii]	   Revd.	  Marcel	  Ezegwu	  

	   [iii]	   Revd.	  	  Fidelis	  Ogene	  

	   [iv]	   Revd.	  Bertram	  Muogbo.	  

	  	  

PRAYER	  BREAKFAST:	  

This	  is	  a	  special	  prayer	  gathering	  of	  God's	  people	  every	  first	  day	  of	  the	  month	  at	  
the	  Cathedral.	   	  The	  programme	  has	  been	  in	  constant	  expansion	  in	  population	  of	  
attendees.	  	  People	  come	  from	  all	  the	  South-‐East	  States	  of	  Nigeria	  including	  Asaba	  
to	   start	   each	  new	  month	   in	   the	  presence	  of	   the	   almighty	  God.	   	   To	   the	   alory	  of	  
God,	  testimonies	  abound	  in	  many	  quarters	  and	  lips	  of	  how	  this	  program	  has	  been	  
of	  tremendous	  blessings	  to	  people	  and	  families.	   	   It	  holds	  at	  6.00	  a.m.	  every	  first	  
day	  of	  the	  month.	  	  The	  last	  episode	  every	  year	  holds	  on	  1st	  December	  every	  year	  
and	   it	   is	   called,	   “Prayer	   Breakfast	   of	   Thanksgiving”.	   	   It	   is	   usually	   an	   avenue	   to	  
voluntarily	   and	   sincerely	   thank	   God	   for	   all	   His	   Mercies	   and	   Graces	   upon	   His	  
children	  throughout	  the	  year.	  	  2014	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  of	  Thanksgiving	  took	  a	  new	  
dimension	   whereby	   God's	   children	   were	   mobilized	   to	   really	   appreciate	   God	  
sacrificially.	   	   Families,	   archdeaconries,	   individuals	   came	   with	   bountiful	   gifts	   in	  
appreciation	  of	  God's	  goodness	  to	  them	  for	  the	  whole	  year.	  	  In	  addition	  to	  other	  
materials,	   and	   physical	   cash,	   a	   total	   of	   seventeen	   cows	   were	   used	   for	  
thanksgiving.	  	  It	  was	  a	  very	  great	  moment	  of	  celebration	  of	  joy	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  
God.	   The	   Bishop	   pronounced	   episcopal	   and	   prophetic	   blessings	   on	   the	   people	  
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throughout	  the	  Christmas	  period.	  	  We	  believe	  that	  this	  year's	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  of	  
Thanksgiving	  will	  be	  greater	   in	  all	   ramifications.	  We	   implore	  all	  our	  members	   to	  
develop	  the	  attitude	  of	  thanking	  and	  appreciating	  God	  through	  sacrificial	  giving.	  

Worthy	  of	  note	  is	  the	  Prophetic	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  of	  2015.	  	  This	  is	  the	  name	  tag	  for	  
January	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  every	  year.	  	  It	  takes	  place	  on	  1st	  January	  of	  the	  year.	  This	  
particular	  Prayer	  breakfast	  draws	  the	  biggest	  crowd	  of	  participants.	   	  Those	  living	  
very	  far	  away	  both	  in	  Nigeria	  and	  in	  Diaspora	  see	  it	  as	  the	  only	  opportunity	  they	  
have	   in	   participating	   in	   this	   great	   move	   of	   God.	   	   This	   year's	   Prophetic	   Prayer	  
Breakfast	   was	   peculiar	   because	   of	   the	   uncertain	   political	   and	   economic	  
atmosphere	  pervading	  the	  nation.	  	  The	  topic	  of	  this	  year	  was,	  “Fear	  Not,	  It	  is	  the	  
Year	  of	  the	  Lord”.	  	  It	  is	  usually	  a	  time	  the	  Lord	  Bishop	  declares	  through	  prophetic	  
utterances	   what	   God	   says	   to	   individuals,	   Church,	   and	   nation	   for	   the	   unfolding	  
year.	   	  The	  Bishop	  in	  his	  ministration	  gave	  six	  prophecies	  of	  what	  God	  said	  about	  
the	  year	  2015	  and	  Nigeria	  thus:	  

[a]	   2015	  is	  a	  very	  peculiar	  and	  difficult	  year	  for	  Nigeria	  and	  Nigerians.	  

[b]	   The	   beginning	   of	   this	   year	   shall	   be	   very	   difficult,	   turbulent,	   and	  
	   discouraging,	  yet	  it	  is	  a	  year	  of	  signs	  and	  wonders,	  victory	  and	  triumph.	  

[c]	   God's	  Covenant	  children	  will	  live	  in	  peace.	  

[d]	   Though	   the	   world	   economy	   including	   that	   of	   Nigeria	   will	   be	   shaky,	   but	  
	   God	  will	  bless	  his	  children.	  

[e]	   Things	   that	  will	   cause	   fear	  will	   happen	   this	   year,	   but	   the	   children	   of	  God	  
	   should	  not	  fear.	  

[f]	   Prayer	   of	   faith	   and	   absolute	   trust	   in	   God	   will	   open	   doors	   of	   peace	   and	  
	   success	  in	  Nigeria	  and	  for	  Nigerians.	  

We	  give	  God	  all	  the	  Glory	  that	  He	  does	  not	  lie.	  	  Watching	  the	  turn	  of	  events	  in	  our	  
dear	  country	  today,	  we	  can	  only	  raise	  our	  hands	  in	  worship	  to	  God	  because	  what	  
He	  has	  said,	   that	  He	  has	  done.	   	  May	  we	  advise	  those	  who	  don't	  have	  the	  CD	  of	  
2015	  Prophetic	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  to	  pick	  a	  copy	  with	  our	  tape	  department	  outside.	  	  
What	  is	  said	  here	  is	  just	  a	  tip	  of	  the	  iceberg.	  	  The	  full	  dose	  of	  what	  God	  said	  about	  
our	  nation	  and	  us	  are	  contained	  in	  the	  tape.	  
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MAIDEN	  DIOCESAN	  SERVICE	  OF	  NINE	  LESSONS	  AND	  CAROLS:	  

The	  maiden	  service	  of	  Nine	  Lessons	  and	  Carols	  at	  the	  Diocesan	  level	  was	  held	  on	  
Sunday	   21st	   December,	   2014	   at	   the	   Cathedral.	   	   It	   came	   up	   at	   1.00	   pm.	   	   His	  
Excellency,	  Dr.	  Alex	  Ekwueme	  was	  the	  father	  of	  the	  day.	  	  His	  Excellency,	  Chief	  Sir	  
Peter	  Obi	  also	  graced	  the	  occasion.	  	  Among	  the	  dignitaries	  who	  read	  the	  lessons	  
were:	   Dr.	   Nkem	  Okeke	   –	   The	   deputy	   Governor	   of	   Anambra	   State,	   Dame	  Nkem	  
Ikeakor	  –	  Diocesan	  President	  of	  Mothers'	  Union,	  Women's	  Guild,	  and	  Girls'	  Guild,	  
Chief	  Dr.	  S.N.	  Okeke	  –	  Former	  Chairman,	  Nigeria	  Police	  Service	  Commission,	  Hon.	  
Justice	  Gloria	  .C.	  Anulude	  –	  Chancellor,	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi,	  Sir	  Dr.	  Ugochukwu	  .C.	  
Nzewi	   –	   Former	   Rector,	   Federal	   Polytechnic,	   Oko,	   and	   others.	   	   The	   service	  
featured	   Choirs	   from	   various	   Archdeaconries,	   Diocesan	   Choir,	   Destiny	   Fulfillers	  
Mass	  Choir.	  	  The	  guest	  Choirs	  that	  performed	  at	  the	  occasion	  were:	  St.	  Andrew's	  
D.C.C.	   Choir,	  Nnewi,	   and	   the	  Gentle	   Voice	   Chorale.	   	   It	  was	   a	   very	   special	   joyful	  
moment	   as	   God's	   people	   sang	   the	   Christmas	   traditional	   hymns,	   anthems	   and	  
songs	   to	   usher	   in	   the	   Christ	   of	   Christmas.	   	   The	   Bishop	   delivered	   a	   very	   brief	  
Christmas	  homily	   and	  blessed	   the	   congregation.	   	  One	  of	   the	  outstanding	   things	  
that	  happened	  in	  the	  service	  was	  the	  announcement	  made	  by	  the	  Bishop	  openly	  
that	  no	  donation	  is	  allowed	  in	  the	  service.	  	  According	  to	  the	  Bishop,	  it	  is	  time	  for	  
the	   Church	   to	   start	   redeeming	   her	   smeared	   image	   by	   beginning	   to	   let	   people	  
know	  that	  there	  are	  occasions	  people	  can	  come	  to	  Church,	  worship	  God	  with	  joy	  
without	  being	  asked	  to	  raise	  one	  manner	  of	  fund	  or	  the	  other.	  

	  	  

DIOCESAN	  SOLEMN	  ASSEMBLY/PRAYER	  RALLY:	  

This	  special	  Diocesan	  Prayer	  Rally	  took	  place	  on	  Saturday	  7th	  February,	  2015	  at	  the	  
Cathedral	   field.	   	   The	   solemn	   assembly	   was	   occasioned	   by	   the	   recent	   wave	   of	  
attacks	  on	  the	  Church	  by	  the	  masquerade	  cult	  in	  Amichi	  town.	  	  This	  unprovoked	  
wave	  of	  attacks	  culminated	  in	  the	  physical	  assault	  and	  molestation	  of	  one	  of	  our	  
Priests	  –	  Revd.	  Isaiah	  Chukwubuikem	  on	  22nd	  December,	  2014.	  	  As	  a	  result	  of	  this	  
satanic,	   primordial,	   un-‐civilized	   development,	   the	   Bishop	   who	   strongly	   believes	  
that	   the	   weapons	   of	   our	   warfare	   are	   not	   carnal	   but	   mighty	   through	   God	   for	  
pulling	  down	  the	  strongholds	  of	  the	  devil	  and	  his	  cohorts,	  called	  on	  our	  members	  
to	  seek	  the	  face	  of	  God	  in	  prayer.	  	  The	  situation	  degenerated	  to	  the	  point	  that	  our	  
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Cathedral	   was	   desecrated	   by	   the	   same	   masquerade	   cult	   by	   going	   inside	   the	  
Cathedral	  premises	  and	  placing	  tender	  palm	  fronds	  on	  the	  sign	  post	  and	  gate	  of	  
the	  Cathedral.	  	  Every	  true	  Igbo	  son	  and	  daughter	  knows	  the	  meaning	  of	  such	  act	  
on	   any	   land	  or	   property.	   	  On	   that	   day,	   Anglican	   faithful	   across	   the	  diocese	   and	  
even	  beyond	  appeared	  in	  full	  black	  attire	  to	  call	  on	  God	  for	  divine	  help	  in	  the	  face	  
of	   the	   mounting	   challenges	   and	   conspiracy	   facing	   His	   Church.	   	   The	   Bishop	  
preached	   on	   “Repentance,	   Restoration,	   and	   Resistance”.	   	   He	   reiterated	   that	  
repentance	   precedes	   restoration,	   and	   unless	   it	   takes	   place,	   the	   Church	   or	   the	  
believer	   in	  Christ	   cannot	   resist	   the	  devil	   victoriously.	   	   In	  highlighting	  what	   gives	  
the	   devil	   and	   his	   agents	   the	   guts	   to	   attack	   the	   Church	   and	   her	   members	  
successfully	   without	   any	   recompense	   from	   God,	   the	   Bishop	   lamented	   on	   the	  
following:	  

[i]	   The	   Church	   has	   become	   a	   conforming	   Church	   instead	   of	   a	   transforming	  
	   Church.	  

[ii]	   The	   Church	   has	   abandoned	   her	   divine	   mandate	   of	   making	   disciples	   to	  
	   building	  of	  structures	  only.	  	  	  

[iii]	   The	   Church	   has	   become	   friendly	   with	   sin	   and	   idolatry	   instead	   of	  
	   rebuking	  sin,	  and	  rejecting	  idolatry.	  

[iv]	   The	   Church	   has	   become	   the	   loin	   of	   the	   society	   instead	   of	   being	   the	   light	  
	   of	  the	  world.	  

The	   Bishop	   said	   that	   he	   was	   still	   wandering	   in	   thought	   why	   any	   right-‐thinking	  
person	   from	  Amichi	   town	  would	   conceive	  and	  execute	   the	   thought	  of	   attacking	  
the	  Anglican	  Church	  in	  Amichi	  which	  has	  devoted	  her	  resources	  fully	  towards	  the	  
building,	   blessing,	   development	   of	   the	   town	   in	   health	   sector,	   education,	   youth	  
empowerment,	   preaching	   liberating	   gospel	   of	   Christ,	   community	   social	  
responsibility	   and	   welfare	   of	   widows	   and	   indigent	  members	   of	   the	   town.	   	   The	  
stunned	   Anglican	   faithfuls	   were	   led	   in	   series	   of	   intercessory	   prayers	   for	   the	  
Church,	  Diocese,	  Anambra	  State,	  and	  the	  General	  elections.	  	  May	  we	  herein	  thank	  
all	  our	  members	  who	  genuinely	  stood	  with	  the	  Church	  in	  such	  time	  of	  distress	  and	  
unexplainable	   attacks	   and	   confrontation.	   	   The	   Almighty	   and	   gracious	   God	   on	  
whose	  side	  you	  stand	  will	  surely	  bless,	  preserve	  and	  protect	  you	  all	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  
Name.	  
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Our	   fatherly	   counsel	   to	   our	  members	   especially	   the	  male	   folk	   is	   to	   stop	   joining	  
darkness	  to	  fight	  the	   light	  or	  sitting	  on	  the	  face.	   	  We	  know	  some	  of	  you	  are	  not	  
happy	  with	   us	   because	  we	  maintain	   that	  we	  must	   divorce	   idolatry,	   syncretism,	  
and	   ungodly	   traditions	   and	   culture	   from	   the	   Church,	   and	   true	  worship	   of	   God.	  	  
That	  does	  not	  bother	  us	  because	  we	  have	  a	  mandate	  from	  God	  on	  why	  He	  gave	  us	  
the	   episcopacy	   of	   Amichi	   Diocese.	   	   The	   worst	   enemies	   the	   Church	   has	   been	  
having	  right	  from	  the	  birth	  of	  the	  Church	  were	  the	  enemies	  within	  and	  inside	  the	  
Church.	  	  The	  good	  news	  is	  that	  the	  Church	  of	  God	  will	  continue	  to	  move	  forward	  
and	  even	  the	  very	  gates	  of	  hell	  cannot	  stop	  or	  hinder	  her.	  

	  	  

DIOCESAN	  	  VIGIL:	  

The	  Diocese	  has	  a	  bi-‐monthly	  prayer	  vigil	  which	   is	  co-‐ordinated	  by	  the	  Diocesan	  
Prayer	  Co-‐coordinator,	  Revd.	  Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie.	  	  After	  the	  last	  Synod,	  
on	  Friday	  12th	  September,	  2014	  the	  whole	  Diocese	  gathered	  in	  St.	  Simon's	  Church,	  
Ezinifite	   for	   prayers	   and	   intercession.	   	   The	   preacher	   in	   this	   edition	   was	   Ven.	  
Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka.	  	  He	  spoke	  on	  “When	  the	  Church	  prays”.	  	  According	  
to	   him,	   the	   greatest	   weapon	   at	   the	   disposal	   of	   the	   Church	   is	   the	   weapon	   of	  
Prayer.	   	   Prayer	   has	   no	   substitute	   he	  maintained.	   	   He	   stressed	   that	  while	  many	  
people	  know	  about	  prayer;	   teach	  prayer,	  yet	  very	   few	  people	  actually	  pray.	   	  He	  
warned	  that	  those	  who	  refuse	  to	  pray	  in	  advance,	  eventually	  pray	  in	  arrears.	  	  The	  
next	   vigil	   took	   place	   at	   Holy	   Trinity	   Church,	   Utuh	   on	   Friday	   20th	   March,	   2015.	  	  
Revd.	   Chukwubuikem	   Isaiah	   spoke	   on	   “Undoing	   the	   Deeds	   of	   the	   Enemy”.	  	  	  
According	   to	   him,	   in	   order	   to	   undo	   anything,	   one	  must	   first	   of	   all	   identify	   the	  
problem,	  identify	  the	  source	  of	  the	  problem	  and	  then	  face	  it	  by	  undoing	  them.	  	  It	  
was	  indeed	  a	  night	  of	  fervent	  and	  effectual	  prayers.	  	  	  

	  	  

	  

2015	  CLERGY,	  CHURCH	  TEACHERS,	  AND	  WIVES	  SET	  APART:	  

As	   a	   way	   of	   equipping	   ourselves	   for	   more	   effective	   and	   fruitful	   ministry	   and	  
ministration	   for	   the	   year,	   all	   the	   clergymen,	   Church	   teachers,	   and	   their	   wives	  
together	   with	   the	   Bishop	   and	   his	   wife	   withdraw	   for	   three	   days	   for	   spiritual	  
reflections,	   prayers	   and	   meditations	   every	   January.	   	   2015	   Church	   workers	   and	  
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wives	  set	  apart	  took	  place	  from	  Thursday	  22nd	  to	  Saturday	  24th	   January,	  2015	  at	  
St.	   Peter's	   Anglican	   Church,	   Amichi.	   	   The	   theme	   for	   this	   year's	   set	   apart	   was	  
“Making	  your	  Calling	  and	  Election	  Sure”	  [1	  Peter	  1:10].	   	  The	  guest	  preacher	  was	  
Revd.	  Canon	  Goddy	  Iloka	  from	  Diocese	  on	  the	  Niger.	   	  One	  of	  the	  cardinal	  points	  
he	   stressed	  was	   that	  effective	  ministry	  begins	  with	  divine	  encounter.	   	  He	  broke	  
the	  theme	  into	  three	  sub-‐headings	  thus:	  [a]	  Our	  Calling,	  our	  Election,	  our	  Family,	  
[b]	  The	  Anglican	  Priest	  and	  Competing	  interests,	  and	  [c]	  Raising	  Genuine	  disciples.	  
Another	   resource	   person	   who	   spoke	   to	   us	   on	   “Financial	   Management	   and	  
Investment”	  was	  Ven.	  Dave	  Udoezika	  from	  Diocese	  on	  the	  Niger.	  	  He	  opened	  the	  
eyes	  of	  the	  participants	  to	  why	  many	  Church	  workers	  suffer	  unduly	   immediately	  
after	   retirement.	   	   Some	  become	   constantly	   sick,	   depressed,	   and	  die	   suddenly	   if	  
they	   don't	   have	   children	   who	   are	   well	   established.	   	   According	   to	   him,	   poor	  
planning,	  careless	  spending,	  ungodly	  and	  unnecessary	  emulation	  are	  some	  of	  the	  
problems	   many	   Church	   workers	   and	   wives	   have	   when	   they	   are	   still	   active	   in	  
ministry.	   	  He	  vigorously	  encouraged	   the	  participants	   to	  begin	   to	  make	  wise	  and	  
prudent	   financial	   decisions	  both	   for	   themselves,	   and	   the	  Church	   stations	  where	  
they	  serve.	  	  The	  Bible	  study	  which	  was	  centered	  on	  “The	  Leaven	  of	  the	  Pharisees”,	  
was	  facilitated	  by	  Ven.	  P.C.	  Chukwuemeka.	  	  The	  set	  apart	  generally	  was	  a	  very	  life	  
enriching	  and	  transforming	  programme.	  

	  	  

2015	  COVENANT	  SUNDAY:	  

The	   Diocesan	   2015	   Covenant	   Sunday	   Service	  was	   held	   on	   Sunday	   25th	   January,	  
2015	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  	  The	  theme	  for	  the	  sermon	  on	  the	  occasion	  was	  “Fear	  Not”	  
taken	  from	  Isaiah	  41:10.	  	  It	  was	  without	  doubt	  a	  great	  gathering	  of	  God's	  people	  
from	   all	   over	   the	   Diocese	   and	   beyond.	   	   In	   his	   sermon,	   the	   Bishop	   made	   the	  
congregation	  to	  understand	  that	  whenever	  God	  says	  “Fear	  Not”	  to	  any	  person	  or	  
people,	   it	  means	   that	   there	   are	   situations	   and	   circumstances	   that	  would	   cause	  
fear.	   	   He	   emphasized	   that	   fear	   has	   been	   and	   still	   is	   the	   greatest	   weapon	   with	  
which	   the	   devil	   stops	   God's	   children	   from	   moving	   forward	   and	   achieving	  
meaningful	  success.	  	  He	  challenged	  the	  worshippers	  to	  know	  that,	  for	  the	  fearful,	  
obstacles	   are	   hindrances,	   but	   for	   the	   courageous,	   obstacles	   are	   opportunities.	  	  
The	  Bishop	  further	  expounded	  ten	  [10]	  things	  that	  happen	  to	  God's	  children	  who	  
do	  not	  fear.	  	  They	  include	  but	  not	  limited	  to:	  

[i]	   God	  is	  always	  with	  them.	  
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[ii]	   God	  strengthens	  them.	  

[iii]	   God	  will	  help	  them	  in	  all	  situations.	  

[iv]	   God	  will	  uphold	  them	  with	  His	  righteous	  hand.	  

[v]	   God	  becomes	  an	  enemy	  to	  all	  their	  enemies.	  

[vi]	   God	  renews	  their	  strength	  for	  greater	  exploits.	  

[vii]	   The	  Almighty	  God	  will	  always	  do	  things	  that	  will	  cause	  joy	  in	  their	  lives.	  

[viii]	   God	  always	  intervenes	  on	  their	  behalf.	  

[ix]	   God	  will	  never	  forsake	  them	  and	  their	  families.	  

[x]	   God	  does	  unimaginable	  miracles	  in	  their	  lives.	  

According	   to	  him,	   the	  only	   fear	   approved	   for	   every	   child	  of	  God	   is	   to	   fear	  God.	  	  
The	   Bishop	   finally	   pronounced	   episcopal	   and	   prophetic	   blessings	   on	   the	  
mammoth	   crowd	   after	   leading	   them	   to	   the	   prayers	   of	   Covenant	   Renewal	   with	  
God.	   	   The	  people	   also	  made	   voluntary	   covenant	   commitments	   to	   the	   Lord	  God	  
financially	  on	  behalf	  of	  themselves,	  families,	  businesses,	  and	  careers.	  

	  	  

2015	  COMBINED	  LENTEN	  MEDITATIONS:	  

This	   year's	   Diocesan	   Combined	   Lenten	   Meditations	   witnessed	   a	   massive	  
participation	  from	  all	  Anglicans	  across	  the	  Diocese.	  	  Every	  Wednesday	  throughout	  
the	  lent	  period,	  the	  Diocese	  gathered	  as	  a	  family	  of	  faith	  in	  different	  parishes	  to	  
meditate	  together	  on	  the	  word	  of	  God,	  chant	  the	  litany,	  and	  worship	  God	  in	  songs	  
and	  hymns.	  This	  year's	  combined	  Lenten	  meditations	  took	  place	  in	  the	  following	  
Churches:	  

[a]	   25/02/2015	   =>	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   	   Revd.	   James	  
	   Mbonu	  spoke	  on	  the	  topic,	  “I	  am	  with	  you	  says	  the	  Lord”.	  	  
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[b]	   04/03/2015	   =>	   Immanuel	   Church,	   Ekwulumili.	   	   Ven.	   Chukwuebuka	  
	   Chukwuemeka	   preached	   on	   the	   topic,	   “Enjoying	   God's	   presence	   and	  
	   companionship”.	  

[c]	   11/03/2015	   =>	   Ebenezer	   Anglican	   Church,	   Unubi.	   Ven.	   David	   Nonyelum	  
	   Ministered	  on	  the	  topic,	  “Dangers	  of	  living	  without	  the	  Presence	  of	  God”.	  

[d]	   18/03/2015	   =>	   St.	   Philip's	   Church,	   Amichi.	   	   Ven.	   Chika	   Mbeyi	   spoke	   on	  
	   the	  topic,	  “Looking	  unto	  Jesus	  in	  times	  of	  trouble”.	  

[e]	   On	   the	  25th	  of	  March,	  2015	  at	  St.	  Stephen's	  Church,	  Osumenyi	  during	   the	  
last	  edition	  for	  the	  year,	  His	  Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  E.O.	  Ikeakor	  spoke	  on	  “What	  
is	  wrong	  with	  me?”	  	  He	  wondered	  why	  there	  is	  so	  much	  prayers	  going	  on	  in	  the	  
Church,	   yet	   not	   much	   answers	   are	   received.	   	   The	   Bishop	   pointed	   out	   that	   no	  
amount	   of	   prayers	   made	   in	   unrighteousness	   will	   make	   any	   difference.	   	   He	  
continued	  by	  saying	  that	  no	  problem	  is	   insurmountable	  when	  God's	  people	  pray	  
in	   righteousness.	   	   As	   has	   been	   the	   tradition,	   the	   last	   edition	   of	   the	   Combined	  
Lenten	  Meditation	  is	  usually	  a	  time	  the	  Lord	  Bishop	  pronounces	  special	  episcopal	  
blessings	   on	   the	   congregation.	   	   One	   of	   the	   special	   highlights	   of	   this	   year's	   last	  
combined	  Lenten	  meditation	  was	  the	  presentation	  of	  a	  Camry	  Car	  donated	  by	  Sir	  
Dr.	  U.C.	  Nzewi	  to	  Revd.	  Isaiah	  Chukwubuikem	  to	  replace	  his	  car	  vandalized	  by	  the	  
masquerade	  cult	   in	  Amichi	  on	  22nd	  December,	  2014.	   	  This	  was	  not	  the	  first	  time	  
Sir	   Dr.	   U.C.	   Nzewi	   has	   made	   the	   Diocese	   to	   conclude	   Lenten	   meditation	   in	   a	  
celebration	   and	   joyful	  mood.	   	   In	   2012,	   he	   denoted	   Audi	   80	   Car,	   and	   asked	   the	  
Bishop	  to	  give	  same	  to	  any	  clergyman	  he	  deemed	  proper	   to	  aid	  his	  work	   in	   the	  
ministry.	   	   In	   2013,	   before	   the	   advent	   ordination,	   the	   same	   Sir	   Dr.	   U.C.	   Nzewi	  
brought	  a	  clean	  Audi	  80	  Car	  to	  the	  Bishop,	  and	  asked	  us	  to	  give	   it	  to	  one	  of	  the	  
newly	  ordained	  that	  had	  no	  car.	  	  Early	  this	  year,	  he	  gave	  a	  brand	  new	  LCD	  twenty	  
one	   inches	   television,	   and	   2600	   generator	   to	   the	   Bishop	   to	   be	   given	   to	   two	  
clergymen	  of	  our	  choice	  who	  don't	  have	  such	  items.	   	  We	  don't	  really	  know	  how	  
exactly	  to	  thank	  this	  man	  who	  I	  see	  as	  a	  special	  gift	  to	  the	  Diocese.	  	  He	  is	  neither	  a	  
businessman,	  politician	  nor	  contractor	  but	  a	  retired	  public	  servant.	  	  This	  man,	  and	  
Engr.	   Sir	   C.O.	   Umeigbo	   are	   the	   only	   people	   who	   support	   “In	   Touch	   with	   God	  
Radio/TV”	  Programmes	  financially.	   	  May	  the	  Almighty	  reward	  you	  with	   long	   life,	  
good	   health	   and	   finally	   eternal	   life	   in	   His	   Kingdom.	   	   We	   just	   pray	   that	   other	  
Knights	  will	  emulate	  men	  like	  these	  and	  others	  not	  mentioned	  here	  to	  move	  this	  
Diocese	  forward.	  
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2014	  WIDOWS'	  CHRISTMAS	  PARTY:	  

This	  special	  welfare	  programme	  was	  celebrated	  on	  the	  23rd	  December,	  2014	   for	  
all	  widows	   in	   the	  Diocese.	   	   	   This	  has	  been	  an	  annual	   event	  which	  attracts	   even	  
widows	  from	  other	  denominations.	  	  The	  number	  of	  widows	  coming	  for	  the	  party	  
increases	  greatly	  each	  year.	  	  The	  event	  took	  place	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  	  The	  Bishop's	  
wife,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor	  led	  other	  clergy	  wives	  in	  serving	  sumptuous	  meal	  to	  the	  
widows.	  	  Every	  widow	  after	  feeding,	  and	  being	  ministered	  to	  through	  the	  word	  of	  
God	  went	  home	  with	  half	  bag	  of	  rice,	  and	  tin	  tomatoes.	  	  They	  were	  prayed	  for	  by	  
the	   Bishop	   and	   clergy.	   	   The	   number	   of	  widows	   coming	   for	   this	   event	   is	   greatly	  
increasing	  every	  year	  and	  the	  Diocese	  is	  passionately	  appealing	  to	  public	  spirited	  
individuals,	   and	   even	   companies	   to	   support	   this	   laudable	   project,	   and	   welfare	  
evangelism.	   	   This	   year	   we	   are	   expecting	   between	   eight	   hundred	   and	   one	  
thousand	   widows.	   	   So	   we	   need	   at	   least	   four	   hundred	   bags	   of	   rice,	   and	   four	  
hundred	  cartons	  of	  small	  tin	  tomatoes.	  	  	  

	  	  

NIGHT	  OF	  EVIDENCE:	  

The	   2015	   Night	   of	   Evidence	   took	   place	   on	   Good	   Friday,	   3rd	   April,	   2015	   at	   the	  
Cathedral	  field.	  	  It	  was	  an	  all	  night	  programme.	  	  The	  theme	  for	  this	  year's	  Night	  of	  
Evidence	  was	  “At	  His	  Name”.	  	  The	  people	  were	  richly	  blessed	  through	  the	  word	  of	  
God	   preached,	   and	   the	   gospel	   singers	   who	   ministered	   that	   night.	   	   The	   Bishop	  
during	   his	  ministration	   spoke	   extensively	   on	   ten	   [10]	   things	   that	   happen	   at	   the	  
mention	  of	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus.	  	  They	  include:	  

[a]	   Deformed	  sinners	  become	  transformed	  saints.	  

[b]	   Demons	  and	  demonic	  powers	  are	  overcome.	  

[c]	   Prayers	  are	  answered.	  

[d]	   Healings	  take	  place.	  

[e]	   Deliverances	  take	  place.	  
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[f]	   Unusual	  miracles	  take	  place.	  

[g]	   Christians	  are	  filled	  with	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  and	  they	  speak	  in	  tongues.	  

[h]	   Believers	  receive	  divine	  empowerment.	  

[i]	   Christians	  receive	  divine	  security	  and	  immunity.	  

[j]	   Satan	   the	   devil	   and	   all	   his	   principalities	   are	   resisted	   effectively,	   and	  
	   defeated.	  

A	   lot	   of	   people	   surrendered	   their	   lives	   to	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	  Christ	   during	   the	  Altar	  
Call.	   	   It	   was	   a	   glorious	   coming	   together	   of	   people	   from	  within	   and	   outside	   the	  
Diocese,	   and	  Anambra	  State.	   	   To	  God	  be	  all	   the	  glory	  and	  praise	  both	  now	  and	  
always	  for	  what	  He	  is	  doing	  among	  His	  people.	  	  There	  were	  testimonies	  of	  God's	  
visitation	  in	  2014	  edition	  of	  the	  programme	  by	  different	  people.	  	  	  

	  	  

2015	  DIOCESAN	  HARVEST:	  

Once	   every	   four	   years,	   the	   Diocese	   comes	   together	   for	   a	   combined	   Diocesan	  
Harvest	  and	  Bazaar.	   	  This	  year's	  harvest	   took	  place	  on	  Easter	  Monday,	  6th	  April,	  
2015.	  	  The	  Church	  service	  took	  place	  in	  the	  Cathedral,	  while	  the	  sales	  and	  bazaar	  
took	  place	   in	   the	  Cathedral	   field.	   	   The	   guest	   preacher	  was	   Evang.	  Nnamdi	   Ezeh	  
who	  spoke	  on	  “The	  God	  of	  Unpopular	  Demand”.	   	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  Harvest	  was	  
“HARVEST	  OF	  COSTLY	  SACRIFICE”.	  	  The	  preacher	  said	  that	  it	  is	  the	  value	  we	  place	  
on	  God	  that	  determines	  the	  gift	  we	  give	  to	  Him.	  	  There	  was	  presentation	  of	  gifts	  
and	   materials	   from	   archdeaconries,	   parishes,	   Churches,	   Church	   institutions,	  
families	  and	  individuals.	   	  We	  want	  to	  thank	  and	  appreciate	  the	  Harvest	  Planning	  
Committee	   chaired	  by	   Sir	  Chidi	  Onumajuru	   for	   their	   efforts	   and	   commitment	   in	  
planning	  and	  executing	   the	  harvest.	   	  A	   total	  of	  eleven	  million	  naira	   [N11m]	  was	  
realized	   in	   the	   exercise.	   	  We	   also	   appreciate	   few	   Knights	   and	   Ladies	  who	  were	  
present	   in	   the	   occasion.	   	   Our	   Church	   workers	   need	   special	   commendation	   for	  
their	  determination	  in	  making	  the	  exercise	  a	  success	  to	  the	  extent	  it	  was.	  

	  	  

WAILING	  WOMEN	  PRAYER	  SUMMIT:	  
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This	   programme	   designed	   and	   packaged	   specifically	   for	   women	   and	   ladies	   is	  
growing	  in	  leaps	  and	  bounds.	  	  Both	  2014	  and	  2015	  editions	  witnessed	  attendance	  
from	  neighbouring	  Cameroon,	  Ghana,	  and	  Burkina	  Faso.	  	  Women	  and	  ladies	  also	  
came	  in	  grooves	  from	  South-‐East,	  South-‐South,	  and	  South-‐West	  of	  Nigeria.	  	  After	  
last	   year's	   programme,	   the	   participants	   voluntarily	   made	   donations	   for	   the	  
purchase	  of	  two	  hummer	  buses	  in	  commemoration	  of	  the	  tenth	  year	  anniversary	  
of	  Wailing	  Women	  Prayer	  Summit.	  

To	  the	  Glory	  of	  God,	  the	  two	  buses	  have	  been	  bought	  since	  November	  last	  year.	  	  
This	  year's	  wailing	  women	  prayer	  summit	  took	  place	  from	  14th	  to	  17th	  May,	  2017.	  	  
The	  theme	  was	  “All	  Manner	  of	  Prayers”.	   	  Those	  that	  moderated	  and	  ministered	  
during	   the	   programme	   were,	   Revd.	   Canon	   Franklin	   Chukwudozie,	   Ven	   David	  
Nonyelum,	   Ven.	   Chika	  Mbeyi,	   Ven.	   Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka,	   and	   Rt.	   Revd.	  
E.O.	   Ikeakor.	   	   The	   programme	   this	   year	   can	   simply	   be	   described	   as	   awesome,	  
glorious	  and	  powerful.	   	   Indeed	   the	  programme	  witnessed	  all	  manner	  of	  prayers	  
by	  the	  women,	  ladies	  and	  girls.	  	  We	  had	  between	  three	  to	  four	  thousand	  persons	  
in	  attendance.	  	  On	  the	  last	  day,	  twenty-‐five	  women	  and	  ladies	  gave	  life	  inspiring	  
and	  praise	  igniting	  testimonies.	  	  God	  is	  indeed	  powerful	  and	  excellent	  in	  what	  He	  
does	   in	   all	   generations.	   The	   Bishop	   pronounced	   great	   prophetic	   blessings	   and	  
declarations	  throughout	  the	  programme	  on	  the	  women	  and	  their	  families.	  	  As	  an	  
appreciation	   for	   what	   God	   did	   for	   them,	   a	   donation	   to	   purchase	   over	   two	  
thousand	  plastic	  chairs	  were	  made	  by	  the	  women.	  	  May	  we	  here	  in	  a	  special	  way	  
appreciate	   Evang.	   Kingsley	   Agbadike	   who	   is	   the	   chairman	   of	   Programme	  
Packaging	   Team	  of	   the	  Bishop	   [PPT]	   for	   a	   job	  well	   executed.	   	   The	  Bishop	   in	   his	  
closing	   charge	   encouraged	   the	   women	   to	   maintain	   holiness	   and	   true	  
righteousness	  at	  all	  times	  to	  sustain	  the	  miracles	  they	  received	  from	  God.	  	  Many	  
souls	  were	  won	  for	  Christ	  during	  the	  programme.	  

	  	  

	  

DIOCESAN	  COUNCIL	  OF	  KNIGHTS:	  

We	   want	   to	   most	   sincerely	   thank	   and	   appreciate	   the	   President	   of	   Diocesan	  
Council	   of	   Knights,	   Sir	   Dr.	   Eddy	   Agbasimelo,	   and	   his	   executive	   committee	  
members	   for	   the	  decent	  and	  mature	  manner	   they	  are	  piloting	   the	  affairs	  of	   the	  
Council,	   and	   their	   cordial	   partnership	   with	   the	   Diocese.	   	   The	   council	   has	   been	  
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partnering	  with	  the	  Diocese	  in	  the	  annual	  widows	  Christmas	  Party	  though	  not	  in	  
the	   expected	   magnitude.	   	   The	   Council	   has	   also	   undertaken	   to	   complete	   the	  
fencing	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Retreat	   Centre	   land	   at	   Ekwulumili	   since	   2013.	   	   We	  
passionately	  appeal	  to	  the	  noble	  Knights	  to	  expedite	  action	  to	  complete	  the	  work	  
this	  year.	   	  The	  prompt	  payment	  of	   their	  assessment	  quota	   to	   the	  Diocese	  every	  
year	  is	  also	  commendable.	  	  The	  annual	  Retreat	  and	  Re-‐dedication	  service	  for	  2015	  
took	  place	  from	  Friday	  1st	  to	  Sunday	  3rd	  May,	  2015	  at	  St.	  Peter's	  Anglican	  Church,	  
Akabu-‐Osumenyi.	   	   Let	   us	   specially	   thank	   all	   those	   Knights	   and	   ladies	   who	  
participated	  in	  the	  exercise.	  	  It	  was	  a	  time	  of	  robust	  interaction	  and	  brainstorming	  
between	  the	  Knights	  and	  the	  Bishop.	  	  A	  lot	  of	  nagging	  issues	  and	  questions	  were	  
put	  to	  rest	  through	  exhaustive	  explanation	  and	  elucidation	  by	  the	  Bishop.	  

However,	   we	   are	   not	   pleased	   one	   bit	   with	   the	   commitment	   and	   attitude	   of	  
majority	   of	   the	   knights	   to	   both	   the	   affairs	   of	   the	   Council	   in	   particular,	   and	   the	  
Diocese	  at	   large.	   	  There	  are	  Knights	  and	   ladies	  we	  met	   for	   the	   first	   time	   in	   that	  
retreat	   since	   the	   inception	   of	   the	   Diocese	   over	   six	   years	   ago.	   	   It	   is	   our	   candid	  
opinion	  and	  advice	  that	  there	  is	  no	  need	  for	  anyone	  to	  get	  involved	  in	  what	  he	  or	  
she	  knows	  that	  he	  cannot	  do	  well	  or	  meet	  the	  demands	  of.	   	  We	  have	  been	  very	  
patient	   with	   these	   unconcerned,	   non-‐committed,	   unserious,	   and	   ghost	   Knights	  
and	  ladies.	  	  Between	  now	  and	  December	  31st,	  2015,	  let	  all	  such	  concerned	  Knights	  
and	  Ladies	  take	  a	  firm	  decision	  whether	  to	  be	  a	  Knight/	  lady	  in	  this	  Diocese	  or	  not.	  	  
From	   January	   2016,	  we	   shall	   be	   left	  with	   no	   other	   option	   than	   to	   derobe	   such	  
unprofitable,	  faceless	  Knights.	  	  	  

It	  is	  also	  very	  important	  to	  remind	  us	  again	  that	  even	  if	  you	  choose	  to	  de-‐register	  
with	  our	  Diocesan	  Council,	  and	  at	  the	  same	  time	  remain	  active	   in	  your	  Diaspora	  
Council,	  they	  can	  never	  be	  permitted	  to	  accord	  you	  any	  official	  rite	  and	  privilege	  
in	  the	  event	  of	  any	  joyful	  or	  sorrowful	  occurrences	  to	  you	  within	  our	  Diocese.	  	  In	  
order	  to	  boost	  the	  membership	  and	  number	  of	  faithful	  and	  committed	  Knights	  in	  
the	  Diocese,	  we	   intend	  to	   investiture	  another	  batch	  of	  Knights	  come	  2016.	   	  The	  
selection	   process	   has	   been	   in	   progress,	   and	   will	   soon	   be	   concluded.	   	   Our	   last	  
investiture	  was	   in	  2010.	   	  The	  greater	  discouragement	  and	  disappointment	  came	  
from	  the	  batch	  of	  2010.	  	  We	  therefore	  pray	  and	  beseech	  those	  Knights	  and	  Ladies	  
found	  wanting	   to	   rise	   to	   the	   demand	   of	   the	   oath	   and	   vow	   of	   their	   investiture.	  	  
Those	   whose	   wives	   are	   active	   but	   the	   Knights	   themselves	   are	   not	   should	   be	  
reminded	   that	   they,	   and	   not	   their	   wives	   are	   the	   Knights.	   	   Their	   wives	   are	   just	  
Ladies	  auxiliary	  whose	  role	  and	  functionality	  should	  be	  supportive.	  	  
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WOMEN	  ORGANIZATIONS:	  

We	  are	  always	  grateful	  to	  God	  for	  the	  gift	  of	  the	  women	  folk	  to	  the	  Church.	  	  The	  
women	   organizations	  which	   include	  Mothers'	   Union,	  Women's	   Guild,	   and	  Girls'	  
Guild	  have	  done	  great	  and	  wonderful	  things	  in	  the	  period	  under	  review.	  	  The	  full	  
report	   of	   their	   activities	   is	   contained	   in	   the	   Synod	   reports.	   	   But	   permit	   us	   to	  
inform	   this	   august	   audience	   that	   the	   women	   organizations	   during	   their	   last	  
Diocesan	  Women	  Conference	  empowered	  fifty	  [50]	  indigent	  women	  with	  the	  sum	  
of	  ten	  thousand	  naira	  [N10,	  000	  ]	  each	  to	  support	  their	  petty	  trade.	  	  This	  was	  not	  
a	  loan	  but	  free	  welfare	  and	  empowerment	  support.	  	  The	  kind	  of	  joy	  and	  tears	  of	  
joy	  this	  singular	  act	  of	  charity	  triggered	  among	  the	  women,	  both	  the	  beneficiaries,	  
their	   friends,	   and	   the	   women	   generally	   need	   only	   to	   be	   witnessed	   instead	   of	  
being	  reported.	  The	  women	  organizations	  in	  their	  usual	  and	  traditional	  manner	  of	  
support	   to	   the	   Diocese	   purchased	   about	   four	   hundred	   and	   fifty	   cartons	   of	   tin	  
tomatoes	   for	   distribution	   to	   widows	   during	   the	   2014	  Widows	   Christmas	   Party.	  	  
This	   was	   in	   addition	   to	   the	   sumptuous	   meal	   they	   prepared	   and	   served	   all	   the	  
widows	   that	   were	   present	   at	   their	   own	   expense.	   	   During	   the	   2015	   Mothering	  
Sunday	  celebration,	   the	  women	  added	  another	   feather	   to	   their	  cap	  by	  selecting	  
and	   visiting	  with	   fully	   loaded	   hampers	  mothers	  who	   are	   from	   eighty	   years	   and	  
above;	  and	  the	  sick/indigent	  ones	  from	  all	  the	  archdeaconries	  in	  the	  diocese.	  	  The	  
President	   of	   the	  Mothers'	   Union,	  Women's	  Guild,	   and	  Girls'	   Guild,	   Dame	  Nkem	  
Ikeakor,	  and	  all	  the	  Archdeacons	  wives	  were	  part	  of	  the	  visiting	  entourage.	  	  They	  
have	  invested	  much	  money	  in	  expanding	  their	  thirty	  thousand	  capacities	  Fishery	  
which	   now	   has	   very	   standard	   hatchery	   section.	   	   They	   now	   sell	   fingerlings	   in	  
thousands,	   smoked	   fish,	   and	   fresh	   fish	   in	   retail	   and	   wholesale.	   	   The	   prompt	  
payment	  of	   their	  assessment	   to	   the	  Diocese	  has	  been	  of	   immense	  assistance	   to	  
the	   Diocese.	   They	   were	   the	   arrow	   head	   in	   the	   wide	   publicity	   given	   to	  Wailing	  
Women	  Prayer	  Summit.	  	  They	  went	  to	  all	  the	  markets	  in	  all	  the	  towns	  that	  make	  
up	  the	  Diocese.	  	  The	  grand	  rally	  and	  publicity	  took	  them	  to	  Nnobi,	  Igboukwu,	  Uga,	  
Umuchu,	  Umunze,	  Nnewi	  and	  Ukpor.	  	  They	  are	  partnering	  with	  the	  Diocese	  in	  the	  
building	   of	   a	   three-‐storey	   hostel	   at	  Master's	   Vessel	   Seminary,	   Osumenyi.	   	   They	  
have	   formed	  prayer	   teams	  at	   various	   levels	  which	  upholds	   the	  Church	  workers,	  
Diocese,	  women,	  and	  their	  ministry	  in	  prayer	  steadily.	  	  Once	  again,	  we	  appreciate	  
the	  work	  of	  the	  women	  organizations.	  	  May	  God	  in	  His	  infinite	  mercy	  continue	  to	  
bless	  the	  women	  without	  limits	  and	  boundaries	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  	  Amen.	  
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CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSIONS:	  

Within	   the	   year	   in	   review,	   the	   Confirmation,	   and	   Admissions	   schedules	   and	  
statistics	  stand	  thus:	  	  

S/
N	  

	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  CHURCH	  

	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
DATE	  

CONF
IR-‐	  

MATI
ON	  

GIR
LS'	  

GUI
LD	  	  

WOME
N'S	  

GUILD	  

MOTH
ERS'	  

UNION	  

	  	  

AM
CF	  

1.	   ST.	   ANDREW'S	   CHURCH,	  	  
UNUBI	  

06/07/2
014	  

11	   8	   1	   -‐	   -‐	  

2.	   ST.	   PETER'S	   CHURCH,	  
AMICHI	  

10/08/2
014	  

19	   4	   2	   2	   	  	  

3.	   ST.	   ANDREW'S	   CHURCH,	  
EBENATOR	  

17/08/2
014	  

15	   1	   1	   -‐	   -‐	  

4.	   IMMANUEL	   CHURCH,	  
AKWAIHEDI	  

24/08/2
014	  

17	   6	   6	   2	   -‐	  

5.	   ST.	   MARY'S	   CHURCH,	  
EZINIFITE	  

21/09/2
014	  

23	   4	   10	   2	   -‐	  

6.	   ST.	   PETER'S	   CHURCH,	  
OSUMENYI	  

28/09/2
014	  

11	   3	   4	   1	   -‐	  

7.	   EBENEZER	  CHURCH,	  UNUBI	   02/11/2
014	  

24	   7	   5	   2	   -‐	  

8.	   CATHEDRAL	   CH.	   OF	   ST.	  
ANDREW,	  AMICHI	  

30/11/2
014	  

38	   3	   2	   3	   -‐	  

9.	   MASTER'S	   VESSEL	  
SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI	  

02/12/2
014	  

61	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	  

1
0	  

HOLY	   CHILD	   CONVENT,	  
AMICHI	  

03/12/2
014	  

33	   28	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	  

1
1.	  

ALL	   SAINTS'	   CHURCH,	  
EKWULUMILI	  

21/12/2
014	  

20	   11	   2	   2	   -‐	  
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1
2.	  

ST.	   SIMON'S	   CHURCH,	  
EZINIFITE	  

15/02/2
015	  

27	   7	   7	   -‐	   -‐	  

1
3.	  

ST.	   STEPHEN'S	   CHURCH,	  
OSUMENYI	  

12/04/2
015	  

15	   13	   5	   1	   -‐	  

	  	   TOTAL	   	  	   314	   95	   45	   15	   4	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

IN	  TOUCH	  WITH	  GOD	  RADIO/TV.	  	  MINISTRY:	  

By	   the	   special	   Grace	   of	   God,	   our	  Media	   Evangelism	   outreach	   is	  making	   greater	  
impacts	   and	   waves	   within	   South-‐East,	   South-‐South,	   and	   part	   of	   North	   Central	  
zones	  of	  Nigeria.	  	  One	  can	  now	  view	  some	  of	  our	  special	  programmes	  in	  Anglican	  
Cable	  Network,	  Nigeria	  [ACNN].	  	  We	  also	  expanded	  our	  target	  audience	  coverage	  
and	  added	  another	   two	   radio	   stations.	   	   In	   Touch	  with	  God	  Radio	  programme	   is	  
now	  broadcast	  in	  the	  following	  Radio	  Stations:	  

[i]	   BCA,	  	  Umuahia	   	   –	  	  88.1	  FM,	  Umuahia	  [Saturday	  6.30	  –	  7.00	  a.m.]	  

[ii]	   Purity	  FM,	  Awka	   	   	  -‐	  	  102.5	  FM,	  Awka	  	  [Sunday	  8.30	  –	  9.00	  p.m.]	  

[iii]	   Unity	  FM,	  Abakaliki	  	   -‐	  	  101.5	  FM,	  Abakaliki	  [Sunday	  3.15	  &	  8.30	  p.m.]	  

[iv]	   Blaze	  Radio,	  Oraifite	   -‐	  	  91.5	  FM,	  Oraifite	  	  [Sunday7.00	  –	  7.30	  p.m.]	  

[v]	   Odenigbo	  Radio,	  Obosi	   -‐	  	  91.1	  FM,	  Obosi	  	  [Friday	  7.00	  –	  7.30	  p.m.]	  

We	   thank	   God	   for	   the	   testimonies	   of	   salvation,	   deliverance	   and	   healings	   we	  
receive	  as	  responses	  from	  our	  listeners.	  	  It	  is	  needful	  here	  for	  us	  to	  thank	  Sir	  Dr.	  
U.C.	   Nzewi,	   and	   Engr.	   Sir	   C.O.	   Umeigbo	   who	   are	   the	   only	   individuals	   from	   our	  
Diocese	  who	  have	  assisted	   the	  Diocese	   in	   sponsoring	   the	  programme.	   	  May	   the	  
good	  Lord	  continue	  to	  bless	  them	  and	  replenish	  them	  abundantly.	  	  We	  still	  appeal	  
to	  individuals	  and	  organization	  to	  join	  hands	  with	  us	  in	  taking	  the	  Gospel	  of	  God	  
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and	  His	  Christ	  to	  the	  corrupt,	  deformed,	  and	  perverse	  generation	  like	  ours.	   	  The	  
only	   true	   answer	   to	   the	  myriads	   of	   challenges	   and	   problems	   of	  man,	   humanity	  
and	  society	  both	  now	  and	  always	  is	  the	  Word	  of	  God.	  	  Let	  us	  use	  our	  resources	  to	  
sponsor	  the	  Gospel.	  	  The	  time	  to	  do	  that	  is	  now.	  

	  	  

CLERGY	  MATTERS:	  

Even	   though	   this	   is	   not	   cheering	   news,	   it	   has	   become	   absolutely	   necessary	   to	  
bring	   to	   the	   notice	   of	   this	   assembly	   that	   we	   have	   withdrawn	   our	   Ordination	  
License	   and	   Letters	   of	   Order	   from	   Revd.	   Chukwunonso	   Ikenna	   Okwuorah.	   	  We	  
were	   left	  with	  this	  unsavory	   last	  option	  after	  we	  have	  tried	  pastorally	   for	  a	   long	  
time	  to	  make	  him	  change	  his	  immoral	  and	  dubious	  lifestyle	  to	  no	  avail.	  	  	  His	  way	  
of	  life	  has	  been	  affecting	  the	  Church	  negatively	  and	  terribly	  too,	  we	  took	  the	  hard	  
decision	   to	  withdraw	  his	  Ordination	  License	   from	  him.	   	   It	   is	  never	   the	  prayer	  of	  
any	  Bishop	  that	  after	  few	  years	  of	  the	  ordination	  of	  a	  clergyman,	  he	  will	  withdraw	  
his	   license.	   	   Be	   it	   therefore	   known	   to	   all	   people	   that	   Mr.	   Chukwunonso	   .I.	  
Okwuorah	  is	  no	  longer	  a	  clergyman	  in	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi.	  Any	  person	  dealing	  
with	  him	  in	  that	  regard	  and	  capacity	  is	  deliberately	  doing	  that	  at	  his	  or	  her	  choice	  
and	  risk.	  	  This	  is	  important	  to	  mention	  because	  the	  said	  Chukwunonso	  Okwuorah	  
has	  consciously	  refused	  to	  return	  our	  Ordination	  License	  to	  us	  as	  we	  demanded	  
from	  him.	  	  He	  is	  still	  parading	  himself	  as	  a	  priest,	  and	  deceiving	  people	  out	  there.	  

In	  another	  development,	  Revd.	  Silas	  Odimegwu	  is	  no	  longer	  one	  of	  our	  priests	  in	  
this	  Diocese.	  	  He	  came	  to	  us	  and	  demanded	  a	  letter	  of	  release	  from	  us,	  citing	  as	  
his	  reason	  for	  leaving	  the	  Diocese	  that	  he	  is	  no	  longer	  inspired	  by	  our	  leadership.	  	  
He	  emphasized	  to	  me	  that	  he	  could	  not	  learn	  anything	  good	  from	  us;	  therefore	  it	  
was	  better	  for	  him	  to	  relocate	  to	  another	  Diocese.	  	  We	  gave	  him	  time	  to	  go	  and	  
think	  about	  his	  decision,	   and	  after	  one	  week,	  he	   came	  back	  and	   insisted	  on	  his	  
stance	  and	  demand.	   	  We	  have	  therefore	  released	  him	  to	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Ogbaru	  
where	  he	  claimed	   to	  have	  been	  absorbed	  by	   the	  Bishop.	   	  His	  Canon	   status	  was	  
withdrawn	   from	   him	   in	   line	  with	   Anglican	   tradition	   in	  which	   you	   don't	   transfer	  
preferrements	  to	  another	  Diocese.	  	  It	  is	  left	  for	  the	  Bishop	  accepting	  the	  Clergy	  to	  
prefer	  him	  if	  he	  finds	  his	  work	  satisfactory.	  	  Let	  it	  be	  noted	  that	  there	  is	  no	  iota	  of	  
truth	  in	  what	  Revd.	  Silas	  Odumegwu	  is	  saying	  to	  people	  that	  we	  sacked	  him	  from	  
the	  Diocese.	  	  It	  has	  also	  come	  to	  our	  knowledge	  that	  Revd.	  Silas	  is	  running	  a	  quasi-‐
Prayer	  Ministry	  in	  Akwaihedi.	  	  Let	  us	  advise	  him	  as	  a	  father	  to	  desist	  from	  creating	  



323	  
	  

problem	  in	  this	  Diocese	  where	  he	  voluntarily	  resigned	  from.	  	  If	  he	  continues	  those	  
his	  nefarious	  activities	  after	  this	  advise	  and	  warning	  in	  any	  part	  of	  the	  Diocese,	  we	  
shall	  handle	  his	  case	  decisively	  and	  appropriately.	  

We	   wish	   to	   inform	   this	   Synod	   that	   we	   absorbed	   Ven.	   Chika	   Mbeyi	   into	   our	  
Diocese	  in	  January,	  2015.	  	  He	  has	  since	  resumed	  his	  work	  at	  St.	  Andrew's	  Church,	  
Unubi.	  Ven.	  and	  Mrs.	  Chika	  Mbeyi	  have	  worked	  with	  us	  closely	  since	  2005.	  	  He	  is	  
an	  asset	   to	   the	  ministry	  by	   the	  grace	  of	  God.	   	   Incidentally,	  he	   is	   the	  Bible	  Study	  
facilitator	  in	  this	  Synod.	  

	  	  

	  	  

DIOCESAN	  	  ENDOWMENT	  	  FUND:	  

This	  is	  the	  second	  year	  of	  the	  institution	  of	  this	  special	  fund	  with	  the	  approval	  of	  
the	  Synod.	  	  We	  thank	  God,	  and	  thank	  all	  of	  our	  members	  who	  have	  been	  faithful	  
in	  contributing	  to	  this	  fund.	  	  Remember	  that	  this	  Fund	  runs	  for	  three	  years	  only.	  	  
This	   simply	  means	   that	   the	  Endowment	   Fund	  will	   end	   in	  December,	   2016.	   	   The	  
purpose	  of	  the	  Endowment	  Fund	  is	  to	  raise	  enough	  money	  to	  build,	  sustain	  and	  
establish	  the	  Diocese	   financially.	   	   It	   is	  also	  aimed	  at	  empowering	  the	  Diocese	  to	  
become	   financially	   independent,	   and	   economically	   viable.	   	   Surprisingly,	   at	   the	  
time	   of	  writing	   this	   address,	  we	   have	   only	   raised	   the	   sum	  of	   nine	  million	   naira	  
only	   [N9m]	   from	  all	  our	  members	  both	  at	  home	  and	   in	  Diaspora.	   	  What	  exactly	  
will	   nine	   million	   naira	   do	   in	   the	   financial	   empowerment	   of	   the	   Diocese?	   Our	  
hearty	  appeal	  goes	   to	  all	  our	  members	   to	  make	  this	  arrangement	  a	   reality.	   	  We	  
have	  members	  who	  can	  give	  millions	  of	  naira	  personally	  towards	  that	  fund.	  	  The	  
time	   to	   do	  God's	  work	   is	   now.	   	  Who	   knows	  whether	   you	   are	   a	  member	   of	   the	  
Diocese	  for	  a	  time	  such	  as	  this?	  	  	  

	  	  

PROJECTS:	  

I.	   HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT,	  AMICHI:	  

We	  continue	  to	  give	  all	  glory	  and	  thanks	  to	  the	  almighty	  God	  for	  what	  He	  is	  doing	  
in	  this	  great	  citadel	  of	   learning.	   	  The	  recent	  UTME	  Examination	  result	  which	  was	  
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purely	   computer	   based	   showed	   a	   great	   and	   laudable	   performance	   by	   the	  
students.	   	   The	   least	   person	   scored	   one	   hundred	   and	   ninety-‐two	   [192]	   marks.	  	  
Many	   of	   the	   students	   that	   graduated	   last	   year	   secured	   admissions	   into	   various	  
universities	   and	   institutions	  of	   higher	   learning.	   	   The	   greatest	   and	  most	   pressing	  
need	  of	  the	  Convent	  now	  is	  the	  provision	  of	  a	  befitting	  Chapel,	  and	  administrative	  
office	  complex.	  	  We	  appeal	  to	  all	  who	  can	  assist	  the	  diocese	  in	  providing	  a	  place	  
of	  worship	  for	  these	  wonderful	  young	  and	  promising	  damsels	  to	  please	  come	  up	  
and	  assist	  us.	  	  	  Because	  of	  the	  number	  of	  students	  in	  the	  school,	  there	  is	  no	  hall	  in	  
the	   school	   that	   accommodates	   them	   for	   Sunday	   worship	   especially	   during	   the	  
rainy	   season.	   	   A	   total	   of	   two	   hundred	   and	   ninety-‐one	   [291]	   pupils	   are	   seeking	  
admission	   into	   JSS	  1	   in	   the	  school	   in	   the	  current	   Joint	  Entrance	  Examination	   for	  
Convents,	   and	   Seminaries.	   	  We	   appreciate	   the	   good	  work	   of	   the	   Principal,	  Ms.	  
Ijeoma	  Ndoeche	  [JP],	  her	  team	  of	  staff,	  and	  The	  Board	  of	  Governors	  of	  the	  school	  
ably	  led	  by	  Mrs.	  Chika	  Onwuka.	  	  

	  	  

II.	   MASTER'S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI:	  

The	  school	  took	  its	  first	  Basic	  Education	  Certificate	  Examination	  [B.E.C.E]	  last	  June,	  
and	   to	   the	   Glory	   of	   God	   their	   result	   was	   wonderful.	   	   The	   three	   storey	   hostel	  
building	  which	  was	  started	  last	  year	  is	  now	  70%	  completed.	  	  Hopefully,	  the	  facility	  
will	   be	   ready	   by	   September	   this	   year,	   thereby	   putting	   to	   rest	   the	   challenge	   of	  
hostel	  accommodation.	   	  Almost	  all	   the	   furniture	   for	  Physics,	  Chemistry,	  Biology,	  
Building	  Technology	  laboratories	  have	  been	  procured.	  	  Immediately	  the	  students	  
pack	   into	   their	   new	  hostel	   block,	   the	   laboratories	  will	   be	  permanently	   and	   fully	  
set	  up.	  	  The	  gas	  and	  water	  piping	  of	  the	  Chemistry	  laboratory	  is	  in	  progress.	  	  The	  
school	   is	  always	  on	  her	  toes	   in	  terms	  of	  holding	  very	   impactful	  spiritual	  retreats	  
and	   programmes	   for	   the	   students.	   	   In	   the	   just	   concluded	   joint	   Entrance	  
Examination	   for	   Convents,	   and	   Seminaries,	   two	   hundred	   and	   forty	   [240]	  males	  
from	  different	  parts	  of	   the	  country	  are	  seeking	  admission	   in	   JSS	  1	  of	   the	  School	  
only.	   	   We	   must	   specially	   commend	   the	   Principal	   of	   the	   school,	   Revd.	   Godson	  
Ugochukwu,	   the	   Vice	   Principal,	   Engr.	  Mrs.	   Esther	   Ikedinma,	   all	   the	   Staff	   of	   the	  
school,	  and	  the	  Board	  of	  Governors	  of	  the	  Seminary	  for	  the	  great	  and	  encouraging	  
work	  they	  are	  doing	  in	  the	  school.	  	  The	  P.T.A.	  of	  the	  school	  also	  needs	  exceptional	  
commendation	   for	   the	   cooperation	   contributions,	   and	   partnership	   with	   the	  
Diocese	   in	   the	   school.	   	   The	   school	   is	   in	   dire	   need	   of	   Principal's	   house,	   staff	  
quarters,	   and	   befitting	   Chapel	   for	   worship.	   	   May	   the	   Almighty	   God	   move	   the	  
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hearts	   of	   our	  members	  who	  have	  both	   the	  mind,	   and	   financial	  where-‐withal	   to	  
answer	  this	  clarion	  call	   in	  providing	  these	  facilities	  and	  structures	  for	  the	  school.	  	  
The	  most	  viable	  way	  and	  place	  to	  invest	  now	  is	  the	  lives	  and	  future	  of	  the	  Youths.	  

	  	  

III.	   DIOCESAN	  INTEGRATED	  FARM:	  

On	   20th	   December,	   2014	  we	   in	   the	   company	   of	   the	   clergy	   and	   Diocesan	   Board	  
members	   commissioned	  and	  dedicated	   the	  Frozen	  Chicken	   section	  of	   the	  Farm.	  	  
The	  farm	  has	  also	  expanded	  to	  turkey	  farming	  in	  the	  poultry	  section,	  and	  the	  first	  
batch	  of	   turkey	  was	   sold	   in	   the	   last	  quarter	  of	   last	   year.	   	  On	  Monday	  25th	  May,	  
2015,	   we	   dedicated	   the	   completed	   one	   storey	   building	   housing	   the	   Office	  
complex,	   Administrative	   complex,	   and	   Staff	   quarters	   in	   the	   farm.	   	   The	   fishery	  
department	  has	  been	  expanded.	  	  The	  farm	  now	  has	  a	  functional	  Hatchery	  section	  
where	   they	   hatch	   and	   brood	   fingerlings	   for	   the	   farm,	   and	   other	   fish	   farmers.	  	  
Currently,	  they	  have	  in	  stock	  thousands	  of	  fingerlings	  which	  are	  of	  quality	  hybrid.	  	  
The	  piggery	  department	  which	  is	  situated	  her	  in	  Ezinifite	  has	  around	  one	  hundred	  
and	   fifty	   pigs	   in	   stock	   for	   sale.	   	   They	   are	   also	   into	   Cassava	   and	   Garden	   egg	  
farming.	   	   Last	   year,	   almost	   all	   the	  people	   from	  within	  and	  outside	  Nnewi-‐South	  
Local	   Government	   Area	  who	   had	  major	   occasions	   and	   events,	   got	   their	   garden	  
eggs	  from	  the	  farm.	  	  It	  is	  of	  special	  specie.	  	  The	  fishery	  and	  poultry	  sections	  of	  the	  
farm	   have	   been	   demarcated	   with	   wire	   gauze	   to	   restrict	   visitors	   from	   having	  
unimpeded	  access	   into	   fragile	  and	  unauthorized	  areas	  of	   the	   farm.	   	  Here	   in	   this	  
Synod,	  we	   have	   asked	   the	   farm	  manager	   to	  make	   available	   to	   Synod	   delegates	  
some	   of	   their	   products	   like	   eggs,	   chickens,	   fish,	   etc.	   for	   purchase.	   	   At	   the	  
appropriate	  time,	  we	  shall	  ask	  them	  to	  show	  us	  around.	  	  Glowing	  tribute	  must	  be	  
paid	   to	   the	   farm	  Manager,	  Mrs.	   Ngozi	   Akosa	   for	   deploying	   her	   professionalism	  
ardently	  in	  running	  the	  Farm.	  

	  	  

IV.	   DIOCESAN	  SCHOOL	  OF	  NURSING/DIOCESAN	  HOSPITAL:	  

During	   the	   presentation	   of	   our	   Bishop's	   Charge	   to	   the	   Synod	   last	   year,	  we	   said	  
that	  we	   have	   commenced	   the	   process	   of	   establishing	   a	   School	   of	  Nursing.	   	  We	  
also	   set	  up	  a	  Steering	  Committee	   to	   that	  effect	  which	   is	  headed	  by	  Mrs.	  Esther	  
Maduka.	  	  It	  is	  pertinent	  to	  let	  you	  know	  that	  we	  have	  reached	  an	  advanced	  stage	  
in	  the	  vision	  and	  project.	  	  The	  students'	  hostel	  which	  is	  a	  two	  storey	  building	  has	  
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been	   completed.	   	   An	   ultra	   modern	   Administrative	   Complex	   housing	   the	   staff	  
offices,	  lecture	  halls	  and	  Principal's	  office	  is	  now	  ninety	  [90%]	  percent	  completed.	  	  
A	  pre-‐inspection	  visit	  has	  been	  paid	  to	  the	  school	  and	  hospital	  by	  the	  appropriate	  
quarter.	  	  Our	  request	  letter	  for	  final	  approval	  is	  now	  with	  the	  National	  Council	  of	  
Nigeria	  Nurses	  and	  Midwives,	  Abuja.	  	  	  

Following	   the	   pre-‐inspection	   visit,	   the	   team	   made	   some	   observations	   and	  
recommendations	   of	   what	   we	   need	   to	   either	   put	   in	   place	   or	   upgrade	   in	   our	  
hospital	  to	  hasten	  the	  approval.	  	  By	  the	  Grace	  of	  God,	  most	  of	  these	  things	  have	  
been	  put	  in	  place.	  	  Practical	  models,	  necessary	  books,	  and	  equipments	  have	  been	  
procured.	  	  The	  Diocesan	  hospital	  has	  been	  undergoing	  a	  massive	  renovation	  as	  a	  
result	  of	   the	  demand	  and	  directives	  given	   to	   the	  Diocese	   to	  make	   sure	   that	  we	  
meet	  the	  specified	  and	  expected	  standard	  for	  the	  hospital	  and	  school	  of	  nursing.	  	  
We	  are	  still	  very	  optimistic	  that	  the	  school	  of	  nursing	  will	  take	  off	  in	  October	  this	  
year.	   	   Let	   us	   specially	   appreciate	   and	   thank	  His	   Excellency,	   Chief	  Willie	  Obiano,	  
the	   Executive	  Governor	   of	   Anambra	   State	   for	   the	   release	   of	   thirty	  million	   naira	  
[N30m]	  for	  the	  Hospital	  Project.	  	  Your	  Excellency,	  that	  money	  was	  a	  great	  source	  
of	   relief	   to	  the	  Diocese,	  and	   it	  came	  at	  a	  very	  critical	  period.	   	   It	  helped	  us	   in	  no	  
small	  measure	  in	  continuing	  the	  work.	  	  May	  God	  in	  His	  infinite	  mercy	  reward	  you	  
immensely	   for	   continuing	   the	   partnership	   between	   the	   Church,	   and	   Anambra	  
State	  Government.	   	   A	   look	   and	   proper	   valuation	   of	   the	   projects	   at	   the	   hospital	  
and	   school	   of	   nursing	  will	   convince	   His	   Excellency	   and	   every	   other	   person	   that	  
thirty	   million	   naira	   is	   just	   a	   tip	   of	   the	   iceberg	   considering	   the	   enormity	   and	  
bogusness	  of	   the	  projects	  and	   their	  biting	   financial	  demands.	   	   Let	  me	  appeal	   to	  
our	  dear	  amiable	  Governor	   to	   just	  pay	  a	  brief	  working	  visit	   to	   the	   site.	  This	  will	  
give	  you	  an	  overview	  and	  proper	  assessment	  of	  our	  demand	  vis-‐a-‐viz	  the	  amount	  
of	  money	  you	  released	  to	  us.	  

The	   volume	   of	   work	   we	   have	   done	   in	   both	   the	   hospital	   and	   school	   of	   nursing	  
complex	   within	   this	   one	   year	   is	   not	   less	   than	   one	   hundred	   and	   twenty	  million	  
naira	   [N120m].	   	   The	  works	  and	   structures	  are	   there	   for	  all	   to	   see	  and	  evaluate.	  	  
We	  need	  concerted	  and	  allied	  assistance	  from	  both	  the	  Government,	  and	  private	  
individuals	  for	  the	  realization	  of	  this	  laudable	  vision.	  	  We	  plead	  with	  our	  Governor	  
to	   see	   the	  need	   to	   release	  more	   funds	   to	   the	  Diocese	   for	   this	   exercise.	   	   This	   is	  
actually	  what	  is	  known	  as	  Public	  Private	  Partnership	  Initiative	  [PPPI]	  which	  is	  the	  
easiest	   and	   most	   reliable	   system	   of	   making	   the	   grassroots	   feel	   the	   impact	   of	  
government	  and	  governance	  positively	  and	  practically.	  
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We	  heartily	  express	  our	  unbridled	  gratitude	  to	  Dr.	  Onyekwele	  Nzewi	  who	  is	  based	  
in	  UK	  for	  seeing	  our	  hospital	  as	  his	  pet	  project	  through	  the	  instrumentality	  of	  Sir	  
Dr.	   U.C.	   Nzewi.	   	   Dr.	   Onyekwele	   Nzewi	   a	   few	   months	   ago	   brought	   in	   theatre	  
equipments	   worth	   millions	   of	   naira	   for	   the	   hospital.	   	   He	   has	   promised	   and	  
undertaken	  to	  equip	  that	  theatre	  to	  a	  world-‐class	  standard.	   	  He	  went	   further	  to	  
take	   up	   the	   setting	   up	   and	   equipping	   the	   maternity	   ward	   to	   also	   world-‐class	  
standard.	   	   Recently,	   he	   brought	   in	   about	   twenty-‐five	   special	   beds	   for	   the	  
maternity	   ward.	   The	   oxygen	   piping	   from	   the	   theatre	   to	   the	   maternity	   ward	  
undertaken	   by	   him	   at	   a	   very	   whooping	   cost	   is	   about	   to	   commence.	   	   He	   has	  
appealed	   to	   us	   that	   this	   maternity	   ward	   be	   named	   after	   their	   mother	   on	  
completion,	   and	   we	   have	   granted	   such	   request.	   	   Our	   prayer	   is	   that	   other	  
members	  of	  this	  Diocese	  will	  see	  the	  need	  to	  partner	  with	  us	  in	  these	  projects	  by	  
imbibing	  the	  think-‐home	  philosophy.	  	  Our	  greatest	  joy	  and	  challenge	  in	  what	  the	  
Nzewis	  are	  doing	  is	  that	  they	  do	  these	  things	  without	  any	  noise,	  and	  any	  demand	  
for	   undue	   attention	   and	   publicity.	   	  May	   God	   reward	   them	   accordingly	   in	   Jesus	  
Christ	  name.	  

Let	  me	  appreciate	  His	  Excellency,	  Chief	  Sir	  Peter	  Obi	  [CON]	  for	  a	  donation	  of	  one	  
million	  naira	  [N1m]	  in	  support	  of	  the	  roofing	  of	  the	  school	  of	  nursing	  complex	  in	  
January	   this	   year.	   	   We	   thank	   Chief	   Ernest	   Ndukwe	   for	   giving	   the	   sum	   of	   one	  
million	  naira	  [N1m]	  to	  support	  the	  purchase	  of	  some	  equipment	  for	  the	  school	  of	  
nursing.	  

The	   school	   of	   nursing	   and	   the	   hospital	   complex	   need	   a	   chapel	   inside	   that	  
premises.	   	  There	  is	  also	  this	  demand	  of	  a	  25-‐seater	  coaster	  bus,	  and	  a	  utility	  car	  
for	  the	  students,	  and	  principal	  respectively.	  We	  thank	  the	  Chairman	  of	  School	  of	  
Nursing	   Steering	   Committee,	   Matron	   Esther	   Maduka,	   and	   her	   committee	  
members	  for	  the	  good	  work	  they	  are	  doing,	  and	  their	  sacrifices.	  	  The	  chairman	  of	  
the	   Hospital	   Management	   Board,	   Sir	   Dr.	   Eddy	   Agbasimelo	   needs	   our	   special	  
appreciation.	   	   Revd.	   Isaiah	   Chukwubuikem	  who	   is	   the	   Hospital	   Administrator	   is	  
doing	   no	  mean	   job	   in	   keeping	   the	   hospital	   afloat	   and	   functional.	   	   The	  Medical	  
Superintendent,	   Dr.	   Ageji	   Innocent	   deserves	   our	   special	   commendation.	   	   We	  
congratulate	  him	  also	  on	  his	  wedding	  which	  took	  place	  on	  11th	  May,	  2015.	  

	  	  

V.	   SURE	  ANCHOR	  MICRO	  FINANCE	  BANK:	  
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In	   order	   to	   diversify	   the	   economic	   base	   of	   the	   Church,	   and	   also	   alleviate	   the	  
sufferings	  of	  people	  living	  in	  Amichi	  and	  environs	  due	  to	  the	  absence	  of	  any	  bank	  
especially	   Micro	   Finance	   Bank,	   the	   Diocese	   decided	   to	   embark	   on	   the	  
establishment	  of	  a	  Micro	  Finance	  Bank.	  	  A	  Steering	  Committee	  headed	  by	  Dr.	  Sir	  
U.C.	  Nzewi	  was	   set	  up.	   	   The	  Committee	  has	  vigorously	  and	   relentlessly	  pursued	  
this	  project	  to	  the	  extent	  that	  we	  are	  on	  the	  last	  stage	  of	  take-‐off.	  	  The	  name	  of	  
the	   bank	   as	   shown	   above	   has	   been	   approved	   by	   the	   Corporate	   Affairs	  
Commission.	   	   The	   initial	   mandatory	   capital	   deposit	   of	   twenty	   million	   naira	   has	  
been	  paid	  to	  Central	  Bank	  of	  Nigeria.	  	  The	  CBN	  has	  also	  written	  to	  us	  granting	  us	  
Approval	   In	   Principle	   [AIP]	   to	   establish	   the	   said	   bank.	   	   Board	   Directors	   of	   the	  
Banks	  has	  been	  appointed,	  and	  also	  screened	  and	  approved	  by	  CBN.	  	  The	  take	  off	  
location	   of	   the	   Bank	   has	   been	   secured,	   and	   our	   consultant	   from	   CBN	   has	  
inspected	   the	   site	   and	   given	   his	   nod	   for	   it.	   	   Renovation	   work	   on	   the	   site	   has	  
started	  with	  the	  initial	  pay	  of	  a	  one	  year	  rent	  to	  the	  owners	  of	  the	  property.	  The	  
final	  registration	  of	  the	  bank	  with	  Corporate	  Affairs	  Commission	   is	  on	  going.	   	  By	  
the	   special	   grace	   of	   God,	   the	   bank	   will	   commence	   full	   operation	   on	   or	   before	  
September,	  2015.	  

	  	  

VI.	   OTHER	  PROJECTS:	  

The	  eleven	  plots	  of	  land	  we	  bought	  at	  Obiagu	  village,	  Amichi	  has	  now	  been	  fully	  
surveyed	   and	   fenced	   with	   gates	   installed.	   	   The	   fencing	   work	   at	   the	   proposed	  
bottle	   and	   sachet	  water	   site	   at	  Unubi	  has	  also	  been	   completed.	   	   Special	   thanks	  
from	   us	   goes	   to	   Igwe	   Unubi,	   and	   Unubi	   Development	   Union	   for	   fulfilling	   their	  
promise	  of	   adding	   another	  one	  plot	  of	   land	   to	   the	  ones	   given	   to	  us	   already	   for	  
that	   project.	   	  We	  also	   thank	   them	   for	  wisely	   relocating	   the	  masquerade	   cult	   to	  
another	  site	  from	  the	  project	  site.	  	  	  

The	   construction	   of	   drainage	   system	   at	   our	   site	   for	   Diocesan	   Retreat	   Centre	   at	  
Ekwulumili	   is	   almost	   completed.	   	   This	   is	   a	   very	   capital	   intensive	   drainage	   to	  
cushion	  the	  effect	  of	  erosion	  menace	  to	  the	  residents	  of	  that	  area.	  

	  	  

VII.	   WELFARE/CHARITY:	  
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The	   Diocese	   in	   her	   bid	   to	   preach	   a	   wholistic	   Gospel	   in	   this	   generation	   is	  
undertaking	  some	  welfare	  and	  charity	  packages	  for	  her	  members.	  	  Currently,	  we	  
have	   up	   to	   fifteen	   students	   we	   are	   sponsoring	   their	   education	   in	   Universities,	  
Polytechnics,	  Colleges	  of	  Education,	  and	  Secondary	  Schools.	   	  We	  have	   refrained	  
ourselves	   from	  making	  these	  names	  known	   in	  this	  address	  because	  we	  consider	  
such	   an	   embarrassment	   to	   the	   beneficiaries.	   	   The	   full	   names	   and	   records	   are	  
available	  with	  the	  accountant	  of	  the	  diocese.	  	  Furthermore,	  within	  the	  year	  under	  
review,	   the	   diocese	   through	   the	   Bishop	   helped	   five	   students	   to	   gain	   admission	  
into	  the	  University.	  	  We	  paid	  medical	  and	  hospital	  bills	  for	  some	  of	  our	  members.	  	  
The	   Diocese	   assisted	   seven	   youths	   to	   establish	   small	   businesses	   by	   supporting	  
them	  with	  amount	  ranging	  from	  one	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	  to	  two	  hundred	  and	  
fifty	  thousand	  naira	  each.	  	  The	  diocese	  has	  supported	  the	  Youth	  Church	  by	  buying	  
full	   gospel	   band	   and	   equipment	   for	   them	   for	   their	   programmes	   and	   Church	  
services.	  	  The	  diocese	  built	  and	  handed	  over	  a	  modern	  four	  bedroom	  bungalow	  to	  
a	  family	  at	  Obiagu-‐Amichi.	   	  The	  house	  was	  dedicated	  on	  20th	  December,	  2014	  in	  
the	  company	  of	  the	  clergy	  and	  Diocesan	  Board	  members.	  	  The	  student	  that	  made	  
the	  overall	  best	   result	   in	  WAEC	   last	  year,	  Miss	  Obele	  Nzube	  was	  appreciated	  by	  
the	  Diocese	  by	  presenting	  to	  her	  a	  brand	  new	  laptop	  Computer.	  

We	  gave	  the	  sum	  of	  one	  million	  naira	  [N1m]	  each	  last	  year	  to	  three	  clergymen	  to	  
support	   them	   in	   the	   building	   of	   their	   family	   house	   in	   their	   home	   towns.	   	   Even	  
though	  this	  exercise	  is	  not	  captured	  in	  the	  Diocesan	  annual,	  we	  feel	  compelled	  to	  
continue	   this	   act	   of	   charity	   even	   in	   the	   face	   of	   discouraging	   attitudes	   and	  
comments	   of	   some	   clergymen.	   	   We	   are	   working	   for	   God,	   and	   not	   for	   men's	  
applause.	  	  The	  following	  clergymen	  are	  therefore	  requested	  to	  step	  up	  here	  and	  
now	  to	  collect	  a	  cheque	  of	  one	  million	  naira	  each	  for	  their	  building	  project.	   	  
	   	   [a]	  	  	  Ven.	  Godwin	  Okafor	  

	   	   	   [b]	  	  	  Ven.	  Anthony	  Uchemereole	  

	   	   	   [c]	  	  	  Revd.	  Canon	  Samson	  Ikedinma.	  

Bishop's	  Chief	  Driver	  –	  Mr.	  Elijah	  Anyaegbu,	  and	  Bishop's	  gateman	  –	  Mr.	  Innocent	  
Aneke	  should	  also	  come	  up	  for	  a	  cheque	  of	  five	  hundred	  thousand	  naira	  each	  for	  
their	  own	  housing	  projects.	  	  Please	  this	  money	  is	  meant	  for	  nothing	  else	  but	  your	  
house	  building	  and	  putting	  it	  into	  another	  project	  amounts	  to	  unfaithfulness.	  
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OUR	  SPECIAL	  SORROWS:	  

In	   this	   past	   one	   year,	   some	   of	   our	   members	   from	   various	   parishes	   and	  
archdeaconries	  went	  to	  be	  with	  the	  Lord	  through	  death.	   	  We	  send	  our	  heartfelt	  
condolences	   and	   prayers	   to	   such	   families.	   	   But	   permit	   me	   to	   mention	   some	  
special	  cases	  of	  our	  members	  who	  we	  lost	  by	  death.	  	  They	  are:	  

[a]	   Pharm.	   Lady	  Christie	  Ogum	  –	   She	  was	   the	   Chairman,	   Board	   of	  Governors	  
	   of	   Holy	   Child	   Convent,	   Amichi.	   	   A	   member	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Board,	  
	   Finance	   Board,	   and	   Bishop's	   Nominee	   to	   the	   Synod.	   	   She	   was	   buried	   on	  
	   22nd	  January,	  2015	  at	  Unubi.	  

[b]	   Barr.	   Ifeanyichukwu	   E.C.	   Alajuluonye	   –	  He	  was	   the	   Legal	   Secretary	   of	   the	  
	   Diocese.	   	   He	   was	   also	   a	   member	   of	   Board	   of	   Governors	   of	   Master's	  
	   Vessel	   Seminary,	  Osumenyi.	   	   He	  was	   a	   Synod	   delegate	   and	  member.	   	   He	  
	   was	  a	  member	  of	  the	  Diocesan	  Board,	  Finance	  Board,	  and	  was	  	  responsible	  
for	  proper	  registration	  of	  all	  landed	  property	  purchased	  by	  	   the	   Diocese.	   	   He	  
was	  buried	  on	  10th	  April,	  2015.	  

[c]	   Lady	  Dorathy	  Ubah	  –	  

[d]	   Lady	  Grace	  Egwuonwu	  –	  	  

[e]	   Sir	  Walter	  Nwodika	  -‐	  	  	  

Let	  us	   rise	   for	  one	  minute	   silence	   in	  honour	  of	   these	  wonderful	   servants	  of	   the	  
Lord.	  

	  	  

BISHOP'S	  EXAMINING	  CHAPLAINS:	  

We	   intend	   to	   appoint	   some	   trusted	   and	   experienced	   clergymen	   to	   be	   Bishop's	  
examining	  chaplains.	  They	  are:	  

[i]	   Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	  –	  Chairman	  

[ii]	   Ven.	  Chika	  Mbeyi	  

[iii]	   Ven.	  Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka	  
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[iv]	   Ven.	  Oliver	  Chigbo	  

[v]	   	  Ven.	  Chukwuma	  Akam	  

[vi]	   Ven.	  	  Henry	  Amobi.	  

Their	  duties	  and	  Terms	  of	  Reference	  are:	  

[a]	   To	   organize	   interviews	   for	   prospective	   Church	   teachers	   and	   catechists,	  
	   and	  make	  recommendation	  to	  the	  Bishop.	  

[b]	   To	  organize	  refresher	  courses,	  In-‐service	  training,	  retreats	  and	  	  lectures	   for	  
church	  teachers	  and	  catechists.	  

[c]	   Initiate,	  co-‐ordinate	  and	  execute	  programmes	  for	  Lay	  Readers	  [both	  	   new	  
and	  old]	  in	  terms	  of	  trainings,	  workshops	  and	  retreats.	  

[d]	   They	   are	   to	   examine	   and	   recommend	   to	   the	   Bishop	   for	   final	   selection	  
	   candidates	  into	  theological	  institutions.	  

The	   appointment	   takes	   immediate	   effect	   from	   today.	   These	   and	   any	   other	  
assignment	  the	  Bishop	  may	  deem	  fit	  to	  give	  to	  you	  are	  your	  terms	  of	  reference.	  

	  	  

VICARAGE	  INSPECTION	  TASK	  FORCE:	  

Having	   observed	   with	   utter	   disgust	   the	   state	   of	   our	   vicarages,	   and	   attitude	   of	  
Church	  workers	  who	  live	  in	  these	  houses,	  we	  have	  resolved	  to	  set	  up	  a	  Vicarage	  
Inspection	  Task	  Force	  with	  Lady	  Ngozi	  Okeke	  as	  Chairman.	   	  Their	  works	   include,	  
but	  not	  limited	  to:	  

[a]	  	   Conducting	   a	   periodic	   check	   on	   our	   vicarages	   to	   ascertain	   the	   degree	   of	  
	   neatness	  of	  the	  house	  and	  premises.	  

[b]	   To	   inspect	   thoroughly	   every	   vicarage	   two	   days	   to	   the	   vacation	   of	   such	  
	   vicarage	  by	  any	  Church	  worker	  going	  on	  transfer,	  and	  make	  sure	  that	  	  the	  
Church	  worker	  keep	  the	  vicarage	  very	  clean	  for	  the	  incoming	  	   Church	  worker.	  
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[c]	   To	   pay	   unscheduled	   visits	   to	   vicarages	   to	   ascertain	   whether	   the	  
	   compound	   is	   habitually	   clean	   and	   decent,	   or	   is	   it	   inspection	   cleanness	  
	   we	  have.	  

[d]	   To	   inspect	   the	   state	   of	   building	   structure	   and	   furniture	   owned	   by	   the	  
	   Church	  in	  order	  to	  determine	  their	  proper	  handling	  or	  otherwise.	  

[e]	   To	   give	   periodic	   report	   to	   the	   Bishop,	   and	   where	   necessary	   recommend	  
	   to	   the	   Bishop	   appropriate	   action	   and	   punishment	   to	   be	   taken	   on	  
	   recalcitrant	  Church	  worker.	  

	  	  

THE	  NIGERIA	  NATION:	  

ANAMBRA	  STATE:	  

We	  hereby	  commend	  our	  able	  Governor,	  His	  Excellency,	  Chief	  Willie	  Obiano	   for	  
taking	   the	   bull	   by	   the	   horn	   by	   confronting	   the	   security	   challenges	   of	   Anambra	  
State	   headlong.	   	   Anambra	   State	   is	   adjudged	   one	   of	   the	   most	   secure	   states	   in	  
Nigeria.	  	  We	  also	  appreciate	  the	  governor	  for	  different	  developmental	  projects	  he	  
is	   undertaking	   in	   various	   parts	   of	   Anambra	   State.	   	   Your	   Excellency,	   we	  
congratulate	  you	  on	  the	  just	  concluded	  State	  House	  of	  Assembly	  election	  in	  which	  
all	   APGA	   candidates	   won	   the	   election.	   	   Let	   us	   at	   this	   point	   encourage	   His	  
Excellency	  to	  listen	  keenly	  to	  people's	  observation	  and	  even	  criticisms	  so	  as	  to	  be	  
balanced	  in	  all	  your	  decisions	  and	  programmes.	  	  Nobody	  is	  a	  complete	  repository	  
and	  reservoir	  of	  knowledge	  of	  everything.	   	  Again,	  may	   it	  please	  the	  governor	  to	  
always	   remember	   the	  principle	  of	   justice	   and	  equity	   in	   his	   appointments	   in	   the	  
state	  especially	   now	   that	  we	  are	  noticing	   reshuffle	   in	   your	  Cabinet.	   	   Finally,	  we	  
would	   like	   His	   Excellency	   as	   a	   seasoned	   technocrat	   to	   reconsider	   the	   idea	   of	  
personalizing	  public	  institutions	  and	  social	  contracts	  trust	  of	  governance	  whereby	  
State-‐owned	   vehicles,	   structures	   and	   projects	   carry	   the	   inscription	   “Willie	   is	  
Working”.	   	   Sycophants	   won't	   let	   the	   governor	   know	   that	   this	   is	   not	   in	   tandem	  
with	   social	   contract	   responsibility	   whereby	   one	   selected	   or	   elected	   person	   is	  
holding	  brief	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  governed	  through	  a	  communal	  trust	  and	  
wilful	  surrendering	  of	  authority	  to	  the	   leader.	   	  The	  better	  and	  more	  appropriate	  
slogan	  technically	  and	  in	  the	  spirit	  of	  public	  service	  should	  be	  “Anambra	  State	  is	  
Working”.	  	  	  



333	  
	  

Once	  again,	  we	  appeal	  to	  our	  governor	  not	  to	  neglect	  vibrant	  partnership	  with	  the	  
Church	   in	   the	   execution	  of	   some	  of	   the	   state's	   projects	   especially	   in	   education,	  
and	  health	  sectors.	  

	  	  

2015	  GENERAL	  ELECTIONS:	  

Our	  hearts	  as	  Nigerians	  should	  be	  filled	  with	  total	  gratitude	  to	  the	  almighty	  God	  
for	   proving	   some	   prophets	   of	   doom,	   and	   some	  Western	   historical	   and	   political	  
calendarists	   wrong	   who	   have	   concluded	   and	   prophesied	   that	   Nigeria	   will	  
disintegrate	   beyond	   reconciliation	   in	   2015	   as	   a	   result	   of	   the	   general	   election.	  	  
Special	  thanks	  and	  commendation	  should	  also	  go	  to	  His	  Excellency,	  Dr.	  Goodluck	  
Ebele	  Jonathan,	  GCFR,	  President	  and	  commander	   in	  Chief	  of	  Federal	  Republic	  of	  
Nigeria	   for	   his	   show	   of	   unusual	   and	   unpopular	   statesmanship	   which	   is	   non-‐
existent	  in	  African	  political	  arena.	  	  If	  President	  Jonathan	  had	  not	  conceded	  defeat	  
to	  Alhaji	  Mohammadu	  Buhari,	  we	  would	  be	   singing	  a	  different	   song	  now.	   	  Help	  
me	  and	  permit	  me	  to	  hail	  Dr.	  Jonathan	  as	  the	  HERO	  OF	  PEACE	  IN	  AFRICA.	  	  He	  has	  
lived	  up	  to	  his	  assertion	  and	  confession.	  	  “That	  his	  political	  ambition	  is	  not	  worth	  
the	  blood	  of	  any	  Nigerian.”	  	  God	  must	  bless	  President	  Goodluck	  Jonathan.	  	  His	  is	  
neither	   a	   case	   of	   cowardice	   nor	   weakness,	   but	   that	   of	   sacrificial	   and	   selfless	  
leadership.	  	  	  

As	  we	  congratulate	  His	  Excellency,	  Alhaji	  Muhammadu	  Buhari,	  and	  his	  vice,	  Prof.	  
Yemi	  Osinbanjo,	  we	  need	   to	   remind	   them	   that	   all	  Nigerians	   are	  enthusiastically	  
watching	   to	   benefit	   from	   the	   much	   orchestrated	   change	   during	   their	  
electioneering	  campaigns.	  	  There	  are	  more	  to	  practical	  and	  impactful	  governance	  
and	   leadership	   than	   overflow	   of	   talking,	   accusations,	   and	   derogation.	   	   We	   are	  
praying	  for	  them	  and	  our	  dear	  country	  Nigeria.	  	  Political	  marauders	  and	  gladiators	  
are	   not	   only	   still	   around	   but	   well	   grounded.	   As	   you	   settle	   down	   our	   dear	  
President,	   focus	  on	  your	  manifesto	  and	  agenda.	   	  We	  have	  heard	  much,	  we	  now	  
want	  to	  see	  much	  positively.	   	  Forget	  witch	  hunt,	  and	  fight	  corruption	  decisively.	  	  
The	  lips	  approach	  and	  media	  propaganda	  in	  the	  fight	  against	  corruption	  should	  be	  
translated	  into	  meaningful	  actions.	  

I	  suggest	  that	  the	  fight	  against	  corruption	  can	  be	  commenced	  by	  publishing	  what	  
actually	  are	  the	  monthly	  take	  homes	  and	  allowances	  of	  Senators,	  and	  members	  of	  
House	   of	   Representatives.	   	   Does	   our	   constitution	   say	   that	   Nigerians	   are	   not	  
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supposed	   to	   know	  what	   these	   honourable	  men	   and	  women	   of	   Red	   and	   Green	  
Chambers	  take	  home	  as	  salaries	  and	  emoluments	  every	  month?	  	  Your	  Excellency,	  
the	   fight	   against	   terrorism,	   insurgency	   and	   militancy	   which	   has	   resulted	   in	  
senseless	   shedding	   of	   blood	   of	   millions	   of	   innocent	   and	   defenseless	   Nigerians,	  
should	   be	   pursued	   and	   executed	   with	   outstanding	   commitment,	   especially	   in	  
equipping	  and	  motivation	  the	  army	  seriously.	  

At	   this	   juncture,	   the	   embarrassing	   menace	   of	   political	   defection	   to	   the	   ruling	  
party	   by	   our	   politicians	   has	   become	   a	   gross	   source	   of	   worry	   and	   shame	   to	   all	  
meaningful	   political	   watchers	   in	   our	   dear	   country.	   	   The	   simple	   message	   these	  
politicians	   are	   passing	   to	   us	   is	   that	   we	   don't	   have	   patriotic,	   manifesto-‐based,	  
national-‐interest-‐driven	   politicians	   in	   our	   country.	   	  What	  we	  have	   are	   stomach-‐
driven,	   selfish,	   job-‐seeking	   political	   couriers.	   It	   is	   indeed	   very	   shameful	   and	  
discouraging.	   	   Politics	  does	  not	  at	   anytime	  mean	  winning	  elections	  all	   the	   time,	  
rather	   it	   is	  all	  about	  maintaining	  and	  pursuing	  political	  manifesto	  and	  conviction	  
for	  the	  betterment	  of	  the	  society	  and	  humanity.	  	  I	  have	  finally	  come	  to	  conclude	  
that	  all	  Nigerians	  should	  now	  recline	  to	  Psalm	  121.	  

	  	  

	  

	  

LEST	  WE	  FORGET:	  

One	   of	   the	   greatest	   sins	   and	   negative	   traits	   of	   man	   has	   been	   the	   sin	   of	  
ingratitude.	  	  Towards	  the	  second	  part	  of	  2014,	  Nigerians	  woke	  up	  to	  their	  chilling	  
shock	  and	  met	  an	  unwanted	  and	  uninvited	  visitor	  and	  killer	  called	  EBOLA	   in	  our	  
midst.	  	  It	  was	  as	  if	  hell	  was	  let	  loose,	  and	  the	  flood	  gate	  of	  death	  and	  destruction	  
was	   thrown	   open.	   	   The	   result	   was	   fear,	   anguish,	   uncertainty,	   isolation,	   and	  
dismembering	   of	   friendship	   and	   comradeship	   in	   every	   quarter	   including	   the	  
church.	   	   The	   situation	   appeared	   hopeless,	   judging	   from	  what	  was	   happening	   in	  
Liberia,	  Senegal,	  Sierraleone	  and	  other	  neighbouring	  West	  African	  Countries.	  	  The	  
Church	   and	   Christians	   in	   Nigeria	   took	   up	   the	   aggressive	   weapon	   of	   prayer	   and	  
intercession.	   	   The	  most	   embarrassing	  outcome	  of	   the	  Ebola	   scourge	   to	  me	  was	  
the	   fact	   that	   Nigerians	   learnt	   to	  wash	   hands,	   and	   observe	   very	   simple	   hygienic	  
principles	  for	  fear	  of	  the	  Virus.	  	  Ebola	  has	  gone,	  do	  we	  still	  wash	  hands	  today?	  
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What	  God	  did	  for	  us	   in	  Nigeria	  needs	  not	  be	  swept	  under	  the	  carpet.	   	  Nigerians	  
especially	  Christians	  need	  to	  set	  aside	  one	  Sunday	  in	  which	  to	  solemnly	  as	  in	  the	  
spirit	   of	  worship	   ask	   the	   question	   of	   Psalm	  116:12,	   “What	   shall	   I	   render	   to	   the	  
LORD	  for	  all	  His	  benefits	  towards	  me	  [us].	  

This	  is	  pertinent	  because	  according	  to	  verse	  3	  of	  this	  Psalm,	  “The	  pangs	  of	  death	  
surrounded	   us,	   And	   the	   pangs	   of	   sheol	   laid	   hold	   of	   us.	   	  We	   sound	   trouble	   and	  
sorrow”.	  	  Indeed	  the	  LORD	  has	  delivered	  us	  from	  death.	  	  Let	  Nigerians	  not	  forget	  
to	  return	  hilarious	  praise	  to	  God.	  	  Let	  us	  say	  like	  the	  Israelites	  in	  Exodus	  15:1,	  and	  
11.	  	  	  

I	  will	  sing	  unto	  the	  LORD,	  for	  He	  has	  triumphed	  gloriously,	  The	  horse	  and	  its	  rider	  
He	  has	  thrown	  into	  the	  sea.	  Who	  is	  like	  unto	  thee,	  O	  LORD,	  among	  the	  gods.	  	  Who	  
is	  like	  unto	  thee,	  glorious	  in	  holiness,	  	  fearful	  in	  praises,	  doing	  wonders.	  	  We	  owe	  
all	  thanks,	  praise,	  honour,	  adoration	  and	  reverence	  to	  the	  almighty	  God.	  	  	  

	  Let	   us	   also	   appreciate	   the	   outgone	   President,	   Dr.	   Goodluck	   Jonathan,	   the	  
Ministry	  of	  Health,	  and	  State	  Governors	  for	  their	  commitment	  and	  outrightness	  in	  
providing	  logistics	  for	  the	  war	  against	  Ebola.	  	  Ebola	  will	  never	  come	  back	  to	  us	  In	  
Jesus	  Christ	  name.	  

	  	  

THE	  THEME	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  

Last	   year,	   our	   Synod	   theme	  was,	   “Who	   is	   on	   the	   Lord's	   side”?	   	   [Exodus	   32:26].	  	  
Through	   the	   Sermons	   and	   Bible	   Study,	   we	   were	   challenged	   to	   reconsider	   our	  
stand	  with	  Christ	   Jesus	   in	   the	   face	  of	   contending	   conflicting	   issues	   in	   the	  world	  
beckoning	  for	  our	  attention	  and	  loyalty	  in	  worship.	  	  This	  year,	  in	  this	  first	  session	  
of	  the	  third	  Synod	  of	  our	  diocese,	  we	  are	  led	  to	  consider	  the	  theme,	  “I	  Know	  your	  
Works	   …	   Letters	   to	   the	   Churches	   in	   Smyrna;	   Pergamos;	   Sardis;	   and	   Laodicea”.	  	  
[Revelation	  2	  &	  3].	  

BACKGROUND:	  

The	  book	  of	  Revelation	  differs	  from	  every	  other	  New	  Testament	  book.	  	  It	  contains	  
not	  only	  a	  message	  for	  the	  first	  century	  Church	  to	  whom	  it	  was	  written,	  but	  also	  
to	  the	  Church	  through	  the	  ages,	  particularly	  those	  living	  in	  the	  end-‐times	  who	  will	  
see	   Christ	   return	   to	   earth.	   	   As	   an	   unwelcome	   harbinger	   of	   the	   earthly	   fate	   of	  
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Christians	  in	  almost	  every	  era,	  the	  reign	  of	  Domitian	  [A.D.	  81–96]	  burst	  upon	  the	  
Roman	  world	  at	  the	  death	  of	  his	  older	  brother	  Titus	  in	  A.D.	  81.	  Domitian	  brought	  
to	  imperial	  office	  a	  capacity	  for	  intellectual	  astuteness,	  bitterness	  and	  conceit.	  	  As	  
the	  later	  qualities	  grew,	  the	  cults	  of	  Caesar-‐worship	  thrived,	  Jewish	  communities	  
were	  likely	  to	  suffer,	  but	  Christians	  with	  an	  intense	  evangelistic	  advocacy	  of	  their	  
new	  faith	  were	  the	   inevitable	  targets	  of	   imperial	  harassment.	   	   John	  the	  beloved	  
disciple	   and	   apostle,	   the	   brother	   of	   James,	   and	   the	   son	   of	   Zebedee	   apparently	  
was	  the	  only	  one	  of	  the	  twelve	  apostles	  still	  alive	  in	  AD.	  90–96.	  	  The	  aging	  apostle	  
recorded	   in	   Revelation	   the	   hope	   of	   the	   Church	   and	   Israel,	   which	   Jesus	   Christ	  
revealed	  [1:1]	  to	  him	  by	  an	  Angel	  through	  a	  series	  of	  breath	  taking	  visions.	   	  Five	  
times	   the	   book	   of	   Revelation	   is	   autographed	   by	   John	   [1.1;	   4;	   9;	   21:2;	   22:8].	  	  
Although	  there	  has	  never	  been	  unanimity	  concerning	  the	  date	  of	  Revelation,	  the	  
majority	   of	   evangelical	   scholarship	   follows	   the	   affirmation	   of	   Irenaeus	   that	   the	  
time	  and	  occasion	  for	  the	  writing	  was	  later	  portion	  of	  Domitian's	  reign	  [A.D.	  90–
96].	   	  Characteristic	  of	  Domitian's	  assault	  on	   the	  embryonic	  Christian	  community	  
was	  the	  practice	  of	  exile	  and	  banishment.	   	   John	  wrote	  this	  epistle	   from	  exile	  on	  
Patmos	  which	  was	  a	  roughly	  horseshoe-‐shaped	  rock-‐quarry	  island	  about	  six	  miles	  
wide	  and	  ten	  miles	  long.	  

The	   apostle	   John,	   the	   author	   of	   this	   unique	   book	  wrote	   five	   books	   in	   the	  New	  
Testament.	   	   Revelation	   was	   his	   last,	   written	   just	   before	   his	   death.	   	   The	   name	  
“Revelation”	  as	  a	  title	  for	  the	  encyclical	  is	  derived	  from	  the	  Greek	  title	  “Kalupto”,	  
“to	  veil”,	  and	  ‘Apo,	  “from”	  –	  hence,	  “to	  remove	  the	  veil”	  or	  “reveal”.	  	  As	  the	  name	  
of	  the	  book	  suggests,	  it	  is	  the	  revealing	  of	  Jesus	  to	  the	  inhabitants	  of	  the	  earth	  in	  
the	  final	  days.	  	  Revelation	  as	  a	  book	  can	  be	  said	  to	  be	  carrying	  five-‐fold	  messages	  
and	  dimensions.	  	  First,	  it	  is	  a	  book	  of	  Vision.	  	  Second,	  it	  is	  a	  book	  of	  Virtue.	  	  Third,	  
it	  is	  a	  book	  about	  God's	  verdict.	  	  Fourth,	  it	  is	  a	  book	  about	  Vigour.	  	  Finally,	  it	  is	  a	  
book	   about	   Victory.	   	   	   Revelation	   vividly	   portrays	   the	   imminent	   showdown	  
between	  God	  and	  satan	  in	  which	  God	  remains	  the	  ultimate	  ruler.	  

The	   cyclical	   epistle	  was	   addressed	   to	   seven	  Churches	   located	   on	   a	  major	   travel	  
route	  connecting	  population	  centre	  of	  Asia	  Minor.	  	  Dwelling	  amid	  the	  immorality	  
of	   popular	   religions,	   the	   squalor	   of	   slavery	   with	   its	   dehumanizing	   effects	   the	  
desperate	  delusion	  of	  the	  mystery	  religions,	  and	  the	  persecutions	  by	  the	  Jews	  and	  
the	   emperor,	   the	   fledgling	   Christian	   assemblies	   of	   the	   Seven	   Asian	   cities	  
continually	  stood	  in	  jeopardy.	  	  The	  Revelation	  provides	  a	  message	  of	  comfort	  and	  
a	   promise	   of	   the	   providential	   intervention	   of	   God	   in	   the	   affairs	   of	   men.	  	  
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Triumphant	  vision	  and	   the	  promise	  of	   the	  ultimate	  defeat	  of	  evil	   enabled	   these	  
early	  Christians	  to	  encounter	  successfully	  the	  challenges	  that	  greeted	  them.	  	  

In	   this	   book,	   John	   combines	   three	   types	   of	   literature,	   namely:	   apocalyptic,	  
prophetic,	  and	  epistolary.	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

HISTORY	  OF	  INTERPRETATION:	  

Because	  of	  the	  rich	  symbolism	  of	  the	  Apocalypse	  the	   interpretive	  approaches	  of	  
the	   Christian	   community	   have	   differed	   radically.	   	   There	   are	   four	   major	  
interpretive	  approaches	  which	  are:	  

[a]	   The	  Preterists:	  	  	  

This	  view	  and	  approach	  was	  developed	  by	  the	  Jesuits	  and	  is	  still	  held	  by	  many	  in	  
the	  Roman	  Church,	  and	  by	  some	  Protestants.	  	  	   They	   maintain	   that	   all	   the	  
events	   of	   Revelation	  were	   fulfilled	   during	   the	   days	   of	   either	   Nero	   or	   Domitian.	  	  
According	  to	  them	  the	  book	  is	  concerned	  only	  with	  events	  of	  the	  first	  century	  and	  
as	  such	  it	  has	  no	  message	  for	  later	  generations.	  

	  	  

[b]	   The	  Historical	  Or	  Post-‐millennialism:	  	  	  

This	   group	   asserts	   that	   Revelation	   is	   a	   panorama	   of	   Church	   history	   from	   the	  
initiation	  of	  the	  apostolic	  era	  to	  the	  consummation	  of	  the	  age.	  	  They	  believe	  that	  
Christ	  will	  return	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  millennial	  age.	  	  This	  position	  was	  espoused	  by	  
Martin	  Luther,	  John	  Wycliffe,	  and	  most	  of	  the	  reformers	  except	  the	  Anabaptists.	  

[c]	   The	  Idealist	  or	  Amillenialism:	  

Their	  view	  is	  that	  there	  is	  no	  literal	  millennial	  reign	  of	  Christ	  on	  earth.	  	  They	  posit	  
that	  the	  Apocalypse	   is	  not	  to	  be	  construed	  as	  a	  representation	  of	  actual	  events,	  
whether	   past	   or	   future.	   	   The	   book	   is	   only	   a	   symbol	   or	  metaphor	   to	   depict	   the	  
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great	   struggle	   between	   good	   and	   evil.	   	   This	   concept	   was	   spawned	   in	   the	  
Alexandrian	  school	  of	  philosophy	  and	  theology	  by	  Origen,	  and	  is	  maintained	  by	  a	  
host	  of	  liberal	  and	  some	  conservative	  Bible	  scholars	  today.	  	  Again,	  this	  sect	  affirms	  
that	  pagan	  philosophy	  and	  Christian	  philosophy	  do	  not	  mix.	  

[d]	   The	  Futuristic	  or	  Premillennialism:	  

This	   group	   has	   the	   belief	   that	   Christ	   will	   return	   to	   usher	   in	   the	  millennial	   age.	  	  
According	  to	  them,	  beginning	  with	  chapter	  4,	  the	  events	  described	  belong	  to	  the	  
future	   age	   and	   constitute	   a	   marvelous	   prophecy	   of	   God's	   program	   for	   the	  
consummation	   of	   the	   age.	   	   This	   view	   has	   wide	   acceptance	   among	   evangelicals	  
around	  the	  world.	  	  Anabaptists	  of	  the	  Reformation	  era	  were	  futurists.	  	  Numerous	  
Church	   fathers	   from	   the	   initial	   Christian	   centuries	   also	   were	   advocates	   of	   this	  
view.	  

CHOICE	  OF	  FOUR	  CHURCHES:	  

After	   a	   very	   prayerful	   and	   copious	   considerations	   and	   analysis	   of	   the	   current	  
situations	  and	  attitudes	  of	  twenty-‐first	  century	  Church	  and	  Christians	   in	  general,	  
and	  our	  Diocese	  in	  particular,	  we	  felt	   led	  and	  convinced	  that	  critically	  examining	  
the	   content	   of	   the	   letters,	   the	   lives,	   and	   circumstance	   of	   four	   out	   of	   the	   seven	  
Churches	   in	   Asia	   is	   very	   apt	   and	   instructive	   to	   us.	   	   The	   four	   Churches	  we	   have	  
chosen	   to	   look	   into	   the	  messages	   sent	   to	   them	   are:	   Smyrna;	   Pergamos;	   Sardis;	  
and	  Laodicea.	  	  We	  are	  not	  going	  to	  do	  an	  exhaustive	  exegesis	  on	  the	  letters	  to	  the	  
Churches	   because	   we	   strongly	   believe	   that	   our	   main	   Synod	   speaker,	   and	   the	  
Synod	  Bible	  Study	  Facilitator	  will	  do	  justice	  to	  that.	  	  Let	  us	  be	  reminded	  that	  for	  all	  
the	   four	   Churches,	   there	   is	   one	   outstanding	   assertion,	   made	   by	   the	   Lord	   and	  
Saviour	   of	   the	   Church,	   Jesus	   Christ	   through	   the	   apostle	   and	   elder	   John.	   	   That	  
assertion	   is,	   “I	   KNOW	  YOUR	  WORKS”.	   	  What	   exactly	   does	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	  mean	  
when	   He	   said	   to	   each	   Church,	   “I	   know	   your	   works”?	   	   	   He	   is	   simply	   saying	   the	  
following:	  

First,	   I	  am	  fully	   informed	  about	  you	  and	  all	  your	  activities	  both	  overt	  and	  covert	  
ones.	  	  	  

Second,	  I	  am	  well	  acquainted	  with	  all	  your	  ways	  and	  doings.	  
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Thirdly,	   I	   am	   totally	   and	   assuredly	   familiar	   with	   your	   lifestyles,	   characters,	  
experiences	   and	   circumstances	   in	   whatever	   geographical	   location	   you	   are	   at	  
anytime.	  

Fourth,	  Jesus	  Christ	   is	  saying,	   I	  fully	  recognize	  and	  have	  full	  facts	  and	  knowledge	  
of	  what	  you	  are	  facing	  and	  passing	  through.	  

Finally,	   the	   Lord	   of	   the	   Church	   is	   saying	   that	   He	   has	   taken	   full	   notice	   of	   the	  
occurrences	  around	  you.	   	  Having	  defined	  this	  all-‐important	  and	  critical	  assertion	  
which	   is	   challenging	   to	   all,	   let	   us	   look	   at	   the	   Churches	   mentioned	   one	   after	  
another.	  

THE	  CHURCH	  IN	  SMYRNA:	  	  The	  message	  to	  the	  Church	  is	  seen	  in	  Revelation	  2:8	  –	  
11	  which	  reads	  thus:	  

	   “And	  to	  the	  Angel	  of	  the	  Church	  in	  Smyrna	  write,	  

	   	  These	  things	  say	  the	  First	  and	  Last,	  who	  was	  dead,	  and	  came	  to	  life:	  	  

	   “I	  Know	  your	  works,	  tribulation,	  and	  poverty	  [but	  you	  are	  rich];	  and	  	  

	   I	  know	  the	  blasphemy	  of	  those	  who	  say	  they	  are	  Jews	  and	  are	  not,	  	  

	   but	  are	  synagogues	  of	  Satan.	  	  Do	  not	  fear	  any	  of	  those	  things	  which	  
	   you	  are	  about	  to	  suffer.	  	  Indeed	  the	  devil	  is	  about	  to	  throw	  some	  of	  	   	  
	   you	  into	  prison,	  that	  you	  may	  be	  tested,	  and	  you	  will	  have	  tribulation	  	  

	   ten	  days.	  	  Be	  faithful	  until	  death,	  and	  I	  will	  give	  you	  the	  crown	  of	  life.	  	  	  

	   He	  who	  has	  an	  ear,	  let	  him	  hear	  what	  the	  Spirit	  says	  to	  the	  Churches.	  	  	  

	   	  He	  who	  overcomes	  shall	  not	  be	  hurt	  by	  the	  second	  death.”	  

	  	  

The	   Church	   in	   Smyrna	   is	   also	   called	   the	   persecuted	   Church.	   	   One	   of	   the	   most	  
famous	  Christians	   in	   the	  early	  Church	  was	  a	   famous	  Bishop	  called	  Polycarp,	   the	  
Bishop	   of	   Smyrna	   in	   the	   early	   to	  mid	   second	   century	  who	   shaped	   the	  way	   the	  
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early	   Church	   developed	   throughout	   the	   region.	   	   In	   Smyrna,	   there	  was	   a	   strong	  
Jewish	   population	   which	   became	   very	   powerful	   too,	   and	   out	   of	   that	   Jewish	  
population	  an	  early	  Church	  had	  grown.	  

As	  we	  see,	  there	  was	  persecution	  and	  suffering	  in	  Smyrna	  and	  so	  this	  description	  
of	  Jesus	  speaks	  into	  that	  and	  brings	  them	  comfort.	  	  “These	  are	  the	  words	  of	  Him	  
who	  is	  the	  First	  and	  Last	  …”	  	  	  This	  is	  the	  third	  time	  in	  two	  short	  chapters	  that	  the	  
Lord	  Jesus	  has	  referred	  to	  Himself	  as	  the	  First	  and	  Last.	  	  In	  1:17,	  He	  said,	  “Do	  not	  
be	  afraid.	   I	  am	  the	  First	  and	  the	  Last”.	   	   In	  1:8,	  He	  said,	  “I	  am	  the	  Alpha	  and	  the	  
Omega”.	   	   For	   the	  Smyrneans,	  who	  are	  struggling	  against	  gross	  persecution,	  and	  
the	   attendant	   discouragement	   emanating	   from	   thereof,	   it	   is	   an	   important	  
description	  of	  God	  for	  them	  to	  hear:	  that,	  in	  their	  suffering	  and	  the	  uncertainty	  of	  
their	   lives,	   God	   is	   the	   ultimate	   power	   and	   authority	   and	   He	  will	   surely	   prevail.	  	  
God	  is	  not	  impotent	  rather	  He	  is	  omnipotent.	  	  He	  is	  all-‐powerful.	  	  The	  Smyrneans	  
should	  derive	  great	  comfort	  from	  that.	  	  The	  omnipotence	  of	  God,	  His	  all-‐powerful	  
nature	  is	  proven	  in	  the	  fact	  that,	  as	  He	  says	  in	  verse	  8,	  “(I)	  died	  and	  came	  back	  to	  
life	  again”.	   	  Even	  death	  could	  not	  hold	  any	  power	  over	  Him.	  	  In	  2:8,	  He	  is	  telling	  
them	  that	  no	  matter	  what	  we	  suffer	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  Gospel	  and	  our	  Faith,	  death	  
has	  no	  power,	  and	  it	  has	  been	  defeated.	  	  	  

In	  verse	  9,	  Jesus	  said,	  “I	  know	  your	  afflictions	  and	  your	  poverty	  –	  yet	  	  you	  are	  still	  
rich”!	   	  The	  Christians	   in	  Smyrna	  were	  afflicted;	   they	  were	  suffering,	   just	   like	   the	  
apostle	   John	   in	   chapter	  1:9	  had	   said	  He	  was	   their	   companion	   in	   their	   suffering.	  	  
This	   act	   of	   suffering	   with	   Christ,	   and	   for	   the	   gospel	   is	   quite	   contrary	   to	   the	  
dangerous	  utility	  gospel	  and	  prosperity	  message	  being	  advocated	  for	  by	  modern	  
preachers	   these	   days.	   	   We	   not	   only	   share	   in	   Christ's	   suffering,	   but	   also	   in	   His	  
poverty.	  	  In	  2	  Corinthians	  8:9,	  Apostle	  Paul	  writes,	  “For	  you	  know	  the	  Grace	  of	  our	  
Lord	  Jesus	  Christ,	  	  that	  though	  He	  was	  rich,	  yet	  for	  your	  sakes	  He	  became	  poor,	  so	  
that	  you	  through	  His	  poverty	  might	  become	  rich”.	  	  	  The	  suffering	  that	  the	  Church	  
in	  Smyrna	  was	  experiencing	  came	  from	  the	  hands	  of	  the	  Jewish	  population	  living	  
in	  the	  city.	   	  “I	  know	  the	  slander	  of	  those	  who	  say	  they	  are	  Jews	  and	  are	  not,	  but	  
are	  a	  synagogue	  of	  Satan.”	  

Jewish	   violence	   against	   the	   Church	   was	   not	   untypical.	   	   It	   was	   the	   Jewish	  
authorities	  that	  joined	  hands	  with	  the	  Romans	  in	  persecuting	  Bishop	  Polycarp	  to	  
death,	   and	   it	   was	   they	  who	   gathered	   the	  wood	   to	   burn	   him	   at	   the	   stake	   even	  
though	   he	   was	   executed	   on	   the	   Sabbath.	   	   In	   verse	   9,	   Christ	   calls	   them	   “a	  
synagogue	  of	  Satan”.	  	  Satan	  is	  using	  many	  Church	  members	  today	  to	  slander	  both	  
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the	  Church	  and	  her	   leadership	   in	  order	   to	  perpetuate	   sin.	   	   In	   verse	  10	  He	   says:	  
“Do	  not	  be	  afraid	  of	  what	  you	  are	  about	  to	  suffer”.	  	  Actually,	  this	  accords	  with	  our	  
own	  experience	   in	   the	  present	  age	  and	  circumstances.	   	  All	  of	  us,	   in	  one	  way	  or	  
another	  have	  endured	  tough	  times,	  sometimes	  periods	  of	   intense	  suffering,	  and	  
we	  never	  knew	  how	  long	  that	  period	  will	  go	  on	  for	  or	  when	   it	  will	  end.	   	  But	  we	  
know	  from	  the	  promises	  of	  Scripture,	  and	  our	  past	  experiences	  of	  God	  in	  our	  lives	  
that	   there	   is	   an	   end	   to	   every	   suffering,	   affliction,	   slandering,	  misrepresentation	  
and	  ungodly	  gang-‐ups	  against	  us	  as	  Christians,	  and	  as	  a	  Diocese.	   	  There	  is	  also	  a	  
reward	  waiting	  for	  us	  if	  we	  endure	  with	  Patience	  and	  Faith.	  	  Jesus	  tells	  them	  that	  
they	  will	   inherit	   “The	   Crown	   of	   Life”.	   	   Paul	   writes	   in	   2	   Timothy	   2:5,	   “If	   anyone	  
competes	  as	  an	  athlete,	  he	  does	  not	  receive	  the	  victor's	  crown	  unless	  he	  competes	  
according	   to	   the	   rules”.	   	   Jesus	  concludes	   this	  message	  of	  encouragement	   to	   the	  
Smyrneans,	  and	  by	  extension	  to	  all	  Christians	  in	  verse	  11:	  “He	  who	  has	  an	  ear	  let	  
him	  hear	  what	  the	  Spirit	  says	  to	  the	  Churches.	  	  He	  who	  overcomes	  will	  not	  be	  hurt	  
at	  all	  by	  the	  second	  death”.	  

The	   message	   to	   the	   Church	   in	   Smyrna	   is	   a	   beautiful	   message	   of	   hope	   and	  
consolation,	   and	   it	   is	   one	   that	   gives	   us	   real	   encouragement	   when	   we	   face	  
suffering	   and	  misunderstanding	   in	   life.	   	   Perhaps	  we	   are	  misunderstood	   for	   our	  
faith	  and	  stand	  on	  Bible	  principles	  and	  practices	  which	  we	  uphold.	   	  Perhaps	  our	  
faith	   causes	   us	   to	  make	   life	   choices	   that	   result	   in	   economic	   struggle.	   	   Christ	   is	  
always	  with	  us	  and	  will	  see	  us	  through.	  

	  	  

THE	  CHURCH	  IN	  PERGAMOS:	  

The	  letter	  to	  this	  Church	  is	  the	  third	  of	  the	  seven	  letters.	  	  They	  are	  known	  as	  the	  
compromising	   Church.	   	   Pergamos	   does	   not	   exist	   any	   longer.	   It	   was	   one	   of	   the	  
most	  loyal	  cities	  to	  the	  Roman	  Empire.	  	  They	  had	  been	  ruled	  by	  a	  family	  called	  the	  
Attalids	  who	  were	  very	  intelligent	  and	  generous	  to	  the	  Pergamum	  people.	  	  There	  
was	   an	   incredible	   Altar	   in	   Pergamum,	   which	   can	   now	   be	   seen	   in	   Pergamum	  
Museum	  in	  Berlin	  which	  was	  dedicated	  to	  the	  god	  Zeus.	  	  In	  Pergamum,	  there	  was	  
a	   strong	   Imperial	  Cult	  were	  each	  Roman	  citizen	  was	   required	   to	   stand	   regularly	  
before	   a	   statue	   of	   the	   Emperor	   and	   offer	   	   incense	   to	   the	   statue	  whilst	   saying,	  
“Caesar	  is	  Lord”!	  
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Verse	  12:	  “To	  the	  Angel	  of	  the	  Church	  in	  Pergamum	  write:	  “These	  are	  the	  words	  of	  
Him	  who	  has	  the	  sharp,	  double-‐edged	  sword”.	   	  So	  this	   letter	  to	  the	  Christians	   in	  
Pergamum	  begins	  with	  a	  claim	  to	  authority	  and	  power	  which,	  given	  the	  cultural	  
situation	  of	  the	  city	  with	  its	  many	  temples	  and	  shrines	  and	  false	  gods,	  is	  actually	  a	  
very	   important	   claim.	   	   So	  God	   has	   the	   sword	   and	  He	   is	   coming	   in	   judgment	   to	  
Pergamum.	  	  But	  why?	  	  What	  was	  the	  problem	  in	  the	  Church?	  	  

Verse	  13:	  “I	  know	  where	  you	  live	  –	  Where	  Satan	  has	  his	  throne”.	  	  “I	  know	  where	  
you	  live”	  is	  an	  important	  and	  interesting	  phrase	  because	  the	  word	  for	  “Live”	  here	  
is	  not	  just	  about	  a	  place	  they	  inhabit.	  	  It	  is	  stressing	  the	  fact	  they	  are	  settled	  there.	  	  
It	  is	  an	  active	  verb,	  which	  suggests	  that	  the	  Christians	  are	  settled	  down	  and	  quite	  
happy	  to	  go	  about	   their	  everyday	  business	   in	   the	  place	  where	  Satan	   lives.	   Jesus	  
was	  stressing	  their	  passivity	   in	  the	  face	  of	  all	  that	   is	  wrong	  in	  the	  place	  they	  live	  
and	   worship,	   that	   they	   have	   become	   thoroughly	   compromised.	   	   This	   is	   just	   a	  
pictorial	   representation	   of	   the	   present	   day	   Church	   and	   Christians	   where	  
compromise	   has	   been	   an	   acceptable	   lifestyle.	   	   Pergamos	   was	   the	   site	   of	   the	  
famous	   temple	   of	   Aesculapius,	   the	   Greek	   god	   of	   healing.	   	   The	   city	   was	   full	   of	  
idolatry.	  

It	   is	  worthy	  of	  note	   that	  a	   remnant	  of	  Christians	   in	  Pergamum	  Church	  had	  tried	  
very	   hard	   to	   remain	   pure	   and	   how	   hard	   it	   must	   have	   been	   for	   them	   in	   that	  
environment.	   	   In	   verse	   13,	   Jesus	   speaks	   to	   the	   faithful	   few	   and	   says:	   “Yet	   you	  
remain	  true	  to	  my	  name.	  	  You	  did	  not	  deny	  or	  renounce	  your	  faith	  in	  me,	  even	  in	  
the	  days	  of	  Antipas,	  my	  faithful	  witness	  who	  was	  put	  to	  death	  in	  your	  city-‐where	  
Satan	  dwells”.	   	  We	  don't	  know	  anything	  about	  Antipas	  but	  early	  Church	  records	  
suggest	  he	  was	  roasted	  alive	  on	  a	  spit.	  	  The	  name	  Antipas	  in	  Greek	  actually	  means	  
“against	  all”.	  	  Antipas	  was	  the	  martyr	  who	  stood	  against	  everything	  that	  was	  not	  
the	   truth	  of	   the	  Christian	   faith.	   	   The	  present	  day	  Church	  needs	  many	  Antipases	  
now	  that	  so	  many	  idolatrous	  temples	  have	  been	  brought	  into	  the	  Church.	  	  Antipas	  
was	  a	  Christian	  who	  was	  prepared	  to	  stand	  up	  for	  what	  he	  believed	  not	  minding	  
the	  consequences,	  and	  even	   the	  opinion	  of	   the	  multitude.	   	   It	   is	  most	   likely	   that	  
Antipas	   was	   a	   Christian	   who	   refused	   to	   declare	   “Caesar	   is	   Lord”.	   	   Faithful	  
Christians	   in	   the	   city	  were	  not	   bowed	  under	  by	   the	   threat	   of	   death	   themselves	  
and	   they	   had	   remained	   true	   to	   the	   name	   of	   Christ	   and	   did	   not	   renounce	   their	  
faith.	  	  The	  NIV	  Bible	  translates	  the	  verse	  this	  way,	  “You	  remain	  true	  to	  my	  name”,	  
but	  in	  the	  Greek,	   it	  says,	  “You	  grasp	  my	  name”	  or	  “You	  cling	  to	  my	  name”.	  	  This	  
means	  that	  in	  all	  the	  problems	  they	  face,	  with	  all	  the	  false	  gods	  around	  them	  and	  
the	  persecution	  they	  encounter,	  they	  still	  cling	  on	  to	  God	  and	  they	  won't	  let	  go	  of	  
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Him,	  no	  matter	  what.	   	   The	  yawning	  question	   to	  us	   in	   this	  Synod	   is:	  “Do	  we	  still	  
have	  Antipas	  who	  will	  stand	  for	  Christ	  no	  matter	  the	  threat	  and	  humiliation”?	   	   If	  
yes,	   where	   are	   they?	   	   Compromise	   and	   conformity	   have	   become	   the	   greatest	  
ravaging	   chronic	   diseases	   molesting	   and	   mortifying	   the	   twenty-‐first	   century	  
Church,	  and	  Christians.	  

After	  this	  commendation	  and	  encouragement,	  their	  major	  problems	  were	  noted	  
thus	   in	   verse	   14:	   “Nevertheless,	   I	   have	   a	   few	   things	   against	   you	   …	   “You	   have	  
people	   among	   you	   who	   hold	   to	   the	   teaching	   of	   	   Balaam,	   who	   taught	   Balak	   to	  
entice	   the	   Israelites	   to	   sin	   by	   eating	   food	   sacrificed	   to	   idols	   and	   by	   committing	  
sexual	  immorality.	  	  Likewise,	  you	  also	  have	  those	  who	  hold	  to	  the	  teaching	  of	  the	  
Nicolaitans”.	  	  	  

First	  of	  all,	  what	  was	  Balaam's	  teaching	  to	  Balak?	  	  The	  doctrine	  of	  Balaam	  links	  a	  
philosophy	  which	  was	  rampant	   in	  the	  Church	  at	  Pergamos	  with	  one	  of	  the	  most	  
shameful	  incidents	  in	  the	  history	  of	  Israel	  recorded	  in	  Numbers	  22;	  23;	  and	  31:15	  
&	  16	  in	  which	  Balaam	  counselled	  Balak	  to	  employ	  Moabite	  women	  to	  seduce	  the	  
men	  of	  Israel	  which	  culminated	  in	  disaster	  for	  God's	  people.	  	  A	  sinister	  doctrine	  of	  
sensuality	   and	   antinomianism	   [opposition	   to	   all	   law]	  was	  being	  propagated	   and	  
tolerated	  at	  Pergamos.	   	   	  This	   is	   the	  replica	  of	  modern	   liberalism	  being	  preached	  
and	  propagated	   among	  Christians	   by	   the	  new	  breed	  Pentecostal	   propagandists.	  	  
While	  some	  believers	  were	  holding	  to	  the	  teaching	  of	  Christ,	  others	  were	  holding	  
to	   the	   teaching	   of	   Balaam.	   	   The	  major	   aim	   of	   Balaam's	   teaching	  was	   to	   create	  
stumbling-‐blocks	  for	  the	  people	  of	  God	  so	  they	  would	  trip	  over	  and	  fall	  away	  from	  
the	  faith.	  	  Through	  their	  immoral	  sexual	  acts	  with	  the	  Moabite	  women,	  the	  men	  
of	  Israel	  followed	  them	  to	  worship	  idols.	  

Just	  as	  Adam	  and	  Eve	  were	  seduced	  away	  from	  obedience	  to	  the	  word	  of	  God,	  so	  
the	   teaching	   of	   Balaam	   was	   seducing	   Christians	   in	   Pergamum	   away	   from	  
obedience.	   	   Have	   Christians	   in	   our	   generation	   and	   Church	   members	   not	   been	  
seduced	  through	  the	  teaching	  that	   idolatry	  and	  culture	  are	  the	  same	  time?	  	  The	  
well-‐packaged	  lectures	  and	  teachings	  on	  neo-‐paganism,	  post-‐modernism	  lifestyle	  
and	  secular	  humanism	  are	  very	  decent	  subtle	  ways	   that	   the	   teaching	  of	  Balaam	  
has	  resurfaced	  and	  gained	  ground	  in	  our	  Church	  today.	  	  	  

“So,	   there	   is	   a	   temple	   to	   Zeus	  on	   the	  hill:	   that	   is	   not	  bad.	   	   Is	   it?	   	   So,	   there	   is	   a	  
temple	   of	   Dionysius:	   so	   drunkenness	   is	   not	   bad	   at	   all	   after	   all.	   	   So	   there	   is	   the	  
healing	  sanctuary	  of	  Asclepius:	   	   It	  cannot	  do	  any	  harm”.	   	  Gentle	  seduction	   from	  
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the	  truth	  of	  Christ	  was	  Satan's	  mythology	   in	  Pergamum.	   	  Likewise	   in	  our	  time,	  a	  
little	   syncretism,	   emotionalism	   in	   worship,	   and	   worldliness	   in	   dress	   code	   and	  
music	  are	  tolerated	  to	  make	  the	  people	  feel	  good,	  and	  retain	  the	  multitude.	  

Who	  were	  the	  Nicoliatans,	  and	  what	  was	  their	  teaching	  as	  recorded	  in	  verse	  15?	  	  
The	   Nicolaitans	   were	   a	   Christian	   sect,	   who	   was	   persuading	   the	   Church	   in	  
Pergamum	  to	  compromise	  their	  faith.	  	  The	  Nicolaitans	  were	  teaching	  them	  to	  play	  
soft	   and	   fluctuating	   Christianity.	   	   They	   were	   asking	   them	   to	   play	   along	   with	  
idolatry	  and	  immorality-‐using	  the	  Jesus'	  axiom	  –	  “Give	  to	  God	  what	  is	  God's	  and	  
give	  to	  Caesar	  what	  is	  Caesar's”	  in	  a	  very	  negative	  and	  dangerous	  manner.	  

What	  Christ	   is	  addressing	  in	  our	  text	   is	  that	  there	  are	  people	  in	  our	  midst	   in	  the	  
Church,	  and	  even	  on	  the	  pulpits	  who	  are	  causing	  others	  to	  stumble	  in	  their	  faith.	  	  	  
Christian	  Liberty	  is	  totally	  different	  from	  and	  opposed	  to	  Christian	  Liberalism.	  	  So	  
the	   question	   is	   not	   “Is	   it	   okay	   for	   a	   Christian	   to	   drink	   alcohol”?	   	   Rather,	   the	  
question	  should	  be,	  “If	  a	  weaker	  brother	  or	  sister	  sees	  me	  drinking	  alcohol,	  will	  it	  
cause	   him	   to	   stumble	   in	   his/her	   faith”?	   	   As	   Christians,	   we	   have	   a	   community	  
responsibility	  on	  how	  we	  behave.	  	  It	  is	  not	  all	  about	  you	  and	  God,	  or	  me	  and	  God:	  	  
It	  is	  about	  us	  and	  God.	  	  Do	  not	  become	  a	  stumbling	  block	  to	  others.	  	  When	  Jesus	  
said	   in	   verse	   16:	   “Repent	   therefore,	   otherwise	   I	   will	   soon	   come	   to	   you	   and	  will	  
fight	  against	  them	  with	  the	  sword	  of	  my	  mouth”.	  	  	  Those	  who	  stand	  in	  the	  way	  of	  
the	   spiritual	   growth	  of	   the	  Church	   and	  others,	   those	  who	   constitute	   stumbling-‐
block,	  will	  be	  fought	  against,	  judged	  and	  condemned	  by	  Christ	  through	  His	  words.	  	  
The	  truth	  is	  that	  God	  through	  Christ	  Jesus	  is	  already	  fighting	  against	  many	  people	  
in	  the	  Church.	   	   In	  Pergamum,	  faithful	  Christians	  were	  finding	   it	  very	  hard	  to	  buy	  
food	  in	  the	  market	  because	  almost	  every	  food	  available	  for	  sale	  in	  the	  market	  has	  
been	   offered	   to	   idols.	   	   True	   Christianity	   has	   never	   been	  without	   great	   price	   of	  
persecution,	  suffering	  and	  deprivation	   in	  all	  ages.	   	   In	  verse	  17	  we	  also	  read,	  “To	  
him	  who	  overcomes	  …	  I	  will	  also	  give	  him	  a	  white	  stone	  with	  a	  new	  name	  written	  
on	   it,	   known	  only	   to	  him	  who	   receives	   it”.	   	   In	   those	  days,	   a	   stone	  was	   given	  by	  
jurors	   to	   someone	  at	   the	  end	  of	   their	   trial.	   	   If	   they	  were	  handed	  a	  black	   stone,	  
they	  were	  guilty;	  and	  if	  they	  were	  handed	  a	  white	  stone,	  they	  had	  been	  declared	  
innocent.	   	   So	   it	   could	   be	   that	   this	   is	   a	   reference	   to	   the	   fact	   that	   if	   we	   remain	  
faithful	   to	  Christ,	  we	  are	  declared	   innocent	  of	  our	   sins	  and	  are	   set	   free	  by	  Him.	  	  
The	  second	  meaning	  of	  giving	  white	  stone	  is	  that	  a	  stone	  was	  sometimes	  used	  as	  
a	  sort	  of	  admission	  ticket	  to	  a	  public	  festival	  or	  royal	  assembly.	  	  So	  a	  white	  stone,	  
the	  symbol	  of	  purity	  may	  be	  given	  to	  us	  as	  a	  symbol	  of	  our	  invitation	  to	  the	  King's	  
banquet	   in	  heaven.	   	  The	  name	  Pergamum	  means	  “Thoroughly	  married”.	   	  So	  the	  
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congregation	   at	   Pergamum	   had	   become	   compromised,	   and	   so	   was	   married	   to	  
their	   false	   ideas,	  doctrines,	  and	  false	  practices.	   	  The	  question	  we	  are	   left	  with	   is	  
simply	   this:	   	   Who	   are	   we	   married	   to?	   Are	   we	   married	   to	   false	   ideas	   and	  
compromised	  worship?	   	  Or	  are	  we	  married	  to	  Christ	  –	  the	  bride	  of	  Christ.	   	   	   ‘We	  
are	  Pergamum'	  –	  we	  are	   thoroughly	  married.	   	  But	   let	  us	  make	  sure	   that	  we	  are	  
married	  to	  the	  right	  God.	  

	  	  

THE	  CHURCH	  IN	  SARDIS:	  	  Revelation	  3:1	  –	  6.	  

Sardis	   which	   is	   the	   modern	   Sart,	   was	   the	   wealthy	   seat	   of	   Lydian	   government	  
where	  Croestus	  reigned	  as	  monarch,	  and	  Thales	  the	  first	  Greek	  philosopher	  was	  a	  
citizen.	  	  Recent	  archaeology	  suggests	  that	  Sardis	  had	  perhaps	  the	  most	  elaborate	  
Synagogue	   in	   the	   Western	   diaspora	   at	   the	   time.	   	   Sardis	   was	   a	   key	   industrial	  
location;	   the	   dye	   industry	   and	   manufacture	   of	   wool	   lay	   at	   the	   heart	   of	   its	  
economy	   and	   it	   was	   also	   renowned	   for	   carpet	   making.	   	   With	   the	   city	   streets	  
flowing	   with	   gold	   and	   the	   dye	   and	   the	   wool	   and	   the	   carpets	   and	   the	   strong	  
fortifications,	  it	  seems	  that	  Sardis	  stood	  rich,	  proud	  and	  self-‐sufficient.	  	  They	  were	  
too	  self-‐confident.	  	  	  

	  

	  

The	  message	  to	  the	  Church	  –	  

Verse	  1:	  “To	  the	  Angel	  of	  the	  Church	  in	  Sardis	  write:	  	  These	  are	  the	  words	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  
of	  Him	  who	  holds	  the	  seven	  Spirits	  of	  God	  and	  the	  seven	  stars”.	  	  	  

This	  description	  of	  one	  who	  holds	   the	  seven	  spirits	  of	  God	   is	  a	   reference	   to	   the	  
Holy	   Spirit.	   	   It	   indicates	   the	   truth	   that	   the	  Holy	   Spirit	   dwells	   in	   each	   and	   every	  
Church	   in	   equal	  measure.	   The	   seven	   stars	   are	   the	   Angels	   of	   the	   Churches;	   the	  
leaders	   of	   the	   Churches,	   or	   the	  messengers.	   	   Seven	   as	  we	   know	   is	   a	   symbol	   of	  
completeness.	   	   Hear	   the	   sharp	   and	   strong	   message,	   “I	   know	   your	   deeds”,	   you	  
have	  a	  name	  or	  reputation	  that	  you	  are	  alive,	  but	  you	  are	  dead”.	  	  This	  message	  is	  
such	  a	  sharp	  condemnation	  that	  cuts	  to	  the	  very	  core	  of	  their	  being.	  	  Sardis	  was	  a	  
Church	   that	   was	   highly	   regarded	   throughout	   Asia	   Minor.	   	   It	   was	   probably	   a	  
bustling	  Church,	  full	  of	  activities.	  	  But	  by	  what	  Jesus	  Christ	  is	  saying	  to	  the	  Church,	  
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we	  infer	  that	  the	  reputation	  did	  not	  reflect	  the	  real	  truth	  of	  the	  spiritual	  state	  of	  
the	   Church.	   	   Activity	   and	   magnificent	   building	   structures	   or	   edifice	   without	   a	  
corresponding	   holy	   and	   righteous	   living	   do	   not	   in	   anyway	   amount	   to	   true	  
spirituality.	   	   The	   Church	   in	   Sardis	   was	   busy	   and	   active	   but	   they	   were	   not	  
dependent	  on	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  in	  their	  ministry.	  	  The	  people	  in	  the	  Church	  were	  not	  
filled	  with	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  rather	  they	  relied	  on	  past	  glories.	  

Our	  Churches	  today	  are	  not	  quite	  different.	  	  We	  are	  full	  of	  activity.	  	  We	  erect	  and	  
worship	   in	   very	   beautiful	   edifices.	   	   We	   have	   the	   most	   sophisticated	   electronic	  
gadgets	   and	   musical	   instruments,	   but	   regrettably,	   many	   Churches,	   her	   leaders	  
and	   Christians	   are	   deficient	   in	   the	   Holy	   Spirit,	   and	   true	   and	   practical	   Christian	  
living	   in	   our	   homes,	   institutions,	   businesses,	   and	   offices.	   	   A	   Church	   or	   Christian	  
that	  relies	  on	  its	  past	  glory	  and	  does	  not	  operate	  in	  the	  power	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  
can	  look	  alive	  and	  bustling	  and	  active	  for	  a	  while,	  maybe	  quite	  a	  long	  time	  but	  it	  is	  
dying,	  it	  is	  emptying	  itself	  with	  each	  dying	  gasp.	  	  The	  Church	  in	  Sardis	  had	  become	  
a	  shrine	  to	  the	  good	  old	  days	  and	  the	  Christians	  were	  still	  living	  in	  Memory	  Lane.	  	  
It	   is	   a	   very	   dangerous	   thing	   for	   a	   Church	   or	   a	   Christian	   to	   just	   go	   through	   the	  
motions,	  and	  to	  become	  a	  museum	  to	   the	  past.	   	  God	  wants	   the	  Church	   to	  be	  a	  
lively,	  vibrant	  community	  reliant	  on	  the	  ministry	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit,	  pursuing	  God	  
in	   the	   “now”,	   and	   not	   God	   in	   the	   “then”.	   	   Any	   Church	   or	   Christian	   that	   is	   not	  
moving	  in	  the	  power	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  is	  dead.	  	  Are	  you	  alive	  or	  dead?	  

And	  then	  comes	  the	  stern	  warning	  in	  verse	  2:	  

“Be	  watchful,	  and	  strengthen	  things	  that	  remain,	  that	  are	  ready	  to	  die,	  for	  I	  have	  
not	   found	   your	  works	   perfect	   before	   God.”	   	   The	   phrase	   “Be	  watchful”	   is	   in	   the	  
present	   tense,	   indicating	   a	   continuous	   action.	   	   Their	   spiritual	   complacency	  
according	   to	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ	   will	   cost	   them	   spiritually.	   	   Many	   of	   us	   are	  
without	  doubt	  in	  the	  same	  spiritual	  complacency	  like	  the	  Church	  in	  Sardis.	  	  Even	  
at	  this	  late	  stage	  of	  their	  spiritual	  comatose,	  they	  are	  not	  fully	  dead.	  	  In	  the	  grace	  
of	   God,	   there	   is	   a	   chance	   for	   them	   to	   repent	   and	   get	   back	   on	   track.	   	   spiritual	  
complacency	  does	  not	  just	  set	  in	  suddenly.	  	  It	  occurs	  over	  a	  period	  of	  time,	  and	  in	  
the	  end	   the	   state	  of	   complacency	   feels	   so	  normal	   that	  we	  don't	   recognize	   it	   as	  
complacency	  any	  more.	   	  We	  are	  battling	  with	  so	  many	  abnormal	  and	   idolatrous	  
practices	  in	  our	  Church	  today	  because	  over	  a	  period	  of	  years,	  the	  Church	  become	  
so	  complacent	  that	  these	  practices	  settled	  down	  as	  normal	  things	  for	  the	  Church,	  
and	   Christians.	   	   Spiritual	   complacency	   is	   one	   of	   diseases	   that	   have	   also	  
successfully	  attacked	  the	  Church	  and	  Christians.	  	  It	  is	  complacency	  that	  made	  the	  
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Church	  and	  Christians	  to	  move	  from	  “What	  does	  the	  Scripture	  say”,	   to	  “What	   is	  
wrong	   with	   that”?	   	   It	   is	   spiritual	   complacency	   that	   brought	   the	   present	   day	  
Church	  to	  “Let	  us	  do	  it	  like	  others”;	  “Why	  must	  our	  own	  be	  different”?	  	  	  

What	  is	  Christ's	  judgment	  on	  the	  Church	  at	  Sardis?	  	  “I	  have	  not	  found	  your	  deeds	  
complete,	  perfect	  or	  acceptable	  in	  the	  sight	  of	  God	  …”	  	  Let	  us	  point	  out	  here	  that	  
the	   Church	   in	   Sardis	   was	   not	   being	   persecuted	   by	   the	   Jews;	   	   It	   was	   not	   facing	  
economic	  hardship	  at	  the	  hands	  of	  the	  Romans;	  it	  was	  not	  struggling	  against	  false	  
teachers.	  	  There	  was	  nothing	  to	  trouble	  them	  at	  all	  because	  they	  had	  become	  so	  
complacent	  and	  easy	  going	  and	  apathetic	  that	  they	  had	  no	  enemies.	  	  Anytime	  and	  
anywhere	   the	   Church,	   and	   Christians	   cease	   to	   have	   enemies	   as	   a	   result	   of	   her	  
faith,	   Gospel,	   or	   lifestyle,	   that	   Church	   or	   Christian	   is	   out-‐rightly	   dead	   and	   is	   as	  
good	   as	   non-‐existent.	   	   The	  Church	   in	   Sardis	   achieved	   “Peace”	   in	   the	   graveyard.	  	  
Jesus	   went	   on	   with	   a	   recommended	   course	   of	   action	   in	   verse	   3:	   “Remember	  
therefore,	  what	  you	  have	  received	  and	  heard;	  obey	  it,	  and	  repent”.	  	  The	  Lord	  Jesus	  
was	  reminding	  them	  of	  the	  passion	  they	  had	  when	  they	  first	  received	  the	  Gospel	  
from	   the	   first	   believers.	   	   The	   Church	   in	   Sardis	   like	   the	   Anglican	   Church	   was	  
nurtured	  in	  the	  faith	  with	  passion	  and	  were	  called	  on	  to	  see	  the	  need	  to	  hold	  on	  
to	  the	  reality	  of	  that	  history	  and	  make	  it	  their	  present	  experience	  by	  living	  out	  the	  
spirit-‐filled	  passion	  of	  those	  who	  brought	  	  the	  Gospel	  to	  them.	  	  They	  were	  warned	  
that	  if	  they	  fail	  to	  wake	  up,	  the	  Lord	  will	  come	  up	  on	  them	  like	  a	  thief.	  	  This	  means	  
that	  whatever	   happens,	   God's	   judgment	   is	   coming	   on	   all	   of	   us.	   	   The	   joy	   of	   the	  
letter	  to	  Sardis	  is	  that	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  this	  terrible	  and	  seemingly	  hopeless	  spiritual	  
state	  of	  the	  Church,	  there	  were	  a	  few	  people	  in	  Sardis	  who	  have	  not	  soiled	  their	  
clothes	  according	  to	  verses	  4	  –	  6.	  	  Those	  few	  names	  in	  that	  Church	  whose	  clothes	  
were	  clean	  are	  the	  ones	  whose	  worship	  is	  acceptable	  to	  God.	  	  Is	  your	  worship	  and	  
Christianity	   acceptable	   to	   God?	   	   Finally,	   Jesus	   says	   to	   the	   Church,	   “He	   who	  
overcomes	  will	  be	  dressed	  in	  white.	  	  I	  will	  not	  blot	  out	  his	  name	  from	  the	  Book	  of	  
life,	  but	  I	  will	  confess	  his	  name	  before	  my	  Father	  and	  before	  his	  Angels”.	  	  

There	  is	  God's	  book	  of	  life.	  	  Is	  your	  name	  in	  that	  book?	  	  There	  is	  only	  one	  way	  to	  
enroll,	  and	  that	  is	  by	  consciously	  and	  sincerely	  confessing	  your	  sins,	  and	  surrender	  
your	  life	  fully	  to	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ,	  and	  continue	  on	  daily	  basis	  	  to	  live	  your	  life	  
to	   please	   Him	   at	   all	   times,	   and	   in	   all	   places.	   	   Let	   us	   beware	   of	   passivity,	   self-‐
satisfaction,	   and	   spiritual	   complacency.	   	   The	   Church	   is	   not	   a	   museum,	   but	   a	  
mission	   on	   earth.	   	   He	  who	   has	   an	   ear	   let	   him	   hear	  what	   the	   spirit	   says	   to	   the	  
Churches.	  
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THE	  CHURCH	  IN	  LAODICEA	  –	  Revelation	  3:14	  –	  22.	  

This	  was	  the	   last	  Church	   in	  Asia	  Minor	  which	  Jesus	  the	  Christ	  sent	  a	  message	  to	  
through	  the	  apostle	  John.	  	  It	  is	  called	  the	  Lukewarm	  Church.	  	  When	  the	  town	  was	  
built	   originally,	   it	  was	   known	  as	  Diospolis,	  which	  means	   “City	  of	   Zeus”.	   	   Then	   it	  
became	  ‘Rhodas'	  until	  eventually,	  it	  was	  renamed	  Laodicea	  in	  honour	  of	  the	  wife	  
of	  Antiochus	  II,	  who	  was	  called	  Laodice	  in	  255	  BC.	  	  It	  was	  a	  very	  prosperous	  town	  
well	  situated	  for	  trade	  and	  became	  one	  of	  the	  most	  influential	  economic	  centres	  
in	   Asia	  Minor.	   	   There	   was	   a	   flourishing	   wool	   trade	   there	   and	   they	   produced	   a	  
particular	   type	  of	  black	  wool	   for	   clothing	  and	   the	  money	   rolled	   in	  Laodicea	  was	  
well-‐advanced	   in	   cultural	   centre.	   	   There	  was	   a	   large	   science	   school	   in	   Laodicea	  
and	  it	  was	  famous	  for	  producing	  an	  ointment	  for	  the	  eyes	  to	  bring	  healing	  to	  bad	  
eyesight.	   	   Laodicea	  was	   very	   rich	   and	   influential.	   	   It	   has	   such	   a	   strong	   banking	  
centre	  that	  they	  minted	  their	  own	  coins	   in	  the	  city.	   	   It	  also	  had	  a	  strong	  Church	  
flourishing	  there.	  	  Paul	  mentioned	  it	  in	  his	  epistle	  to	  the	  Colossians	  in	  Colossians	  
4:15–16.	  	  The	  message	  to	  the	  Church	  starts	  in	  verse	  14	  thus:	  “These	  are	  words	  of	  
the	  Amen,	  the	  Faithful	  and	  True	  Witness,	   the	  Beginning	  of	  the	  Creation	  of	  God”.	  	  	  
Jesus	  presents	  Himself	  to	  the	  Laodiceans	  as	  the	  guarantee	  of	  the	  truth	  of	  God	  into	  
their	   situation.	   	   In	   order	   words,	   He	   knows	   them	   inside	   out,	   and	   so	   does	   not	  
depend	  on	  second	  hand	  report	  before	  He	  could	  assess	  them	  accurately.	  	  In	  verse	  
15,	  we	  read	  the	  words,	  “I	  know	  your	  works”.	   	  These	  words	  have	  sometimes	  and	  
occasions	  been	  spoken	  in	  compassion,	  and	  sometimes	  they	  have	  been	  spoken	  in	  
anger.	  	  “You	  are	  neither	  cold	  nor	  hot”	  is	  a	  very	  dangerous	  state	  of	  any	  Church	  or	  
Christian.	  	  The	  Laodiceans	  did	  not	  reject	  the	  Gospel,	  but	  they	  did	  not	  embrace	  it	  
with	   passion,	   commitment	   and	   conviction.	   	   They	   were	   not	   doing	   anything	  
immoral	  but	  they	  did	  not	  have	  any	  zeal	  for	  God	  or	  the	  things	  of	  God	  either.	  	  They	  
did	  not	   reject	   Jesus,	  but	   they	   seemed	  not	   to	  embrace	  Him.	   	  They	  were	  neutral,	  
lukewarm,	   indifferent,	   and	  unconcerned.	   	   The	   Laodiceans	  were	  very	  acquainted	  
with	   the	   language	   of	   the	   message	   to	   them	   by	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ.	   	   This	   is	  
because	  of	  the	  nature	  of	  characteristics	  of	  some	  rivers	  around	  them.	  	  The	  waters	  
in	  the	  rivers	  and	  springs	  of	  Colossae,	  where	  their	  sister	  Church	  was,	  ran	  pure	  and	  
icy	   cold.	   	   The	  waters	   in	   the	   rivers	   and	   springs	   of	   the	   Hierapolis,	   geographically	  
nearby,	   ran	   boiling	   hot	   like	   geezers.	   	   But	   the	   rivers	   and	   springs	   from	   Laodicea,	  
Asopus	   and	   Caprus,	   were	   lukewarm	   and	   tepid	   and	   full	   of	   lime	   scale.	   	   It	   was	  
therefore	   a	   familiar	   though	   terrible	   comparison	   to	   draw	   their	   attention	   to	   the	  
nature	  of	  their	  Christian	  faith	  using	  the	  rivers	  around	  them.	  
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Jesus	  said	  to	  them,	  “I	  wish	  you	  were	  either	  cold	  or	  hot”.	   	  Jesus	  by	  this	  statement	  
would	  be	  in	  dialogue	  of	  conversion	  with	  an	  honest	  atheist,	  than	  have	  a	  lukewarm	  
Christian.	  	  A	  lukewarm	  Christian	  is	  disparagingly	  useless	  for	  Christ.	  	  In	  the	  fight	  of	  
faith,	   there	   is	   no	   room	   for	   indecision,	   neutrality,	   or	   sitting	   on	   the	   fence.	   	   It	   is	  
either	  you	  are	   in	  or	  you	  are	  out.	   	   Lukewarmness	   irritates	  and	   infuriates	  God.	   	  A	  
lukewarm	  Church	  or	  Christian	  is	  a	  liability	  to	  Christ	  Jesus.	  	  A	  lukewarm	  Christian	  is	  
an	  enemy	  of	  the	  Church.	   	  He	  or	  she	   is	  a	  perpetual	  saboteur	   in	  the	  affairs	  of	  the	  
Church.	   	   A	   lukewarm	   Church	   is	   not	   better	   than	   a	   cemetery	   in	   a	   locality.	   A	  
lukewarm	  Christian	  is	  spiritual	  leukemia	  in	  the	  life	  of	  the	  Church.	  	  Lukewarmness	  
is	  not	  only	  acceptable	  to	  Jesus	  Christ,	  but	  also	  abhorable.	  A	  lukewarm	  Christian	  is	  
a	   mockery	   to	   Christ	   and	   His	   Church.	   	   It	   is	   as	   a	   result	   of	   this	   absurdity	   of	  
lukewarness	  that	  the	  Lord	  of	  the	  Church	  said	   in	  verse	  16,	  “So	  then,	  because	  you	  
are	  lukewarm,	  and	  neither	  cold	  nor	  hot,	   I	  will	  vomit	  you	  out	  of	  my	  mouth”.	   	  This	  
suggests	   that	   lukewarmness	  makes	   Lord	   Jesus	   literally,	   sick	   to	  His	   stomach,	  and	  
He	  will	  throw	  up	  at	  the	  thought	  of	  a	  lukewarm	  Christian.	  	  A	  lukewarm	  Christian	  is	  
therefore	  a	  nuisance	  to	  Christ	  Jesus.	  	  	  

By	   saying,	   “I	   am	  about	   to	  vomit	  you	  out	  of	  my	  mouth”	  means	   that	   there	   is	   still	  
time	  for	  us	  to	  repent	  and	  change	  from	  our	   lukewarmness.	   	   Jesus	  contrasts	  their	  
faith	  with	  the	  prosperity	  of	  the	  city	  economically.	  	  In	  verse	  17,	  He	  reminds	  them,	  
“…You	   do	   not	   know	   that	   you	   are	  wretched,	  miserable,	   poor,	   blind,	   and	   naked”.	  	  
They	  thought	  that	  because	  of	  their	  economic	  buoyancy	  and	  prosperity	  they	  had	  it	  
all,	  but,	  in	  reality,	  they	  had	  nothing	  by	  God's	  assessment	  and	  parameter,	  which	  of	  
course	   is	   the	   most	   important.	   	   The	   Lord	   Jesus	   who	   is	   full	   of	   Compassion	   and	  
Mercy	   in	   verse	   18	   instead	   of	   locking	   the	   door	   of	   the	   Kingdom	   against	   them	  
immediately	  said,	  “I	  counsel	  [advise]	  you	  to	  buy	  from	  me	  gold	  refined	  in	  fire”.	  	  The	  
wealth	  from	  black	  wool	  is	  not	  enough	  for	  the	  Laodiceans.	  	  Jesus	  offers	  them	  and	  
us	  purity	  and	  forgiveness	  and	  restoration.	  	  The	  wealth	  of	  Faith	  is	  more	  valuable	  to	  
God	   than	   the	   wealth	   of	   treasure,	   and	   talent.	   	   This	   is	   why	   He	   said	   in	  Matthew	  
6:19–20,	  “Do	  not	  store	  up	  for	  yourselves	  treasures	  on	  earth,	  where	  moth	  and	  rust	  
destroy,	   and	   where	   thieves	   break	   in	   and	   steal.	   	   But	   store	   up	   for	   yourselves	  
treasures	  in	  heaven	  …”	  

Those	  whom	   I	   love	   I	   rebuke	   and	  discipline.	   	   So	  be	   earnest,	   and	   repent.	   	  God	   is	  
rebuking	   all	   of	   us	  with	   the	   theme	   of	   this	   Synod	   to	   turn	   from	   lukewarmness	   to	  
fervency	   in	   faith.	   	   God	   loves	   us	   dearly,	   and	   so	   does	   not	   want	   us	   to	   miss	   His	  
Kingdom.	   	   If	   God	   disciplines	   us,	   it	   then	   means	   He	   is	   still	   interested	   in	   us.	  	  
Therefore,	   according	   to	  Proverb	  3:11	  &	  12:	   	   “My	   son,	   do	  not	  despise	   the	   Lord's	  
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discipline,	   and	   do	   not	   resent	   his	   rebuke,	   because	   the	   Lord	   disciplines	   those	   He	  
loves,	  as	  a	   father	   the	   son	  He	  delights	   in”.	   	   	  What	  we	  do	  with	  God's	   rebuke	  and	  
discipline	  today	  creates	  the	  path	  of	  how	  we	  will	  be	  tomorrow.	  	  

CONCLUSION:	  

The	  four	  Churches	  of	  Smyrna,	  Pergamos,	  Sardis	  and	  Laodicea	  accurately	  represent	  
the	   spiritual	   states	   of	   the	   present	   day	   Church	   generally,	   and	   our	   diocese	   in	  
particular.	  	  The	  general	  charge	  remains	  “Be	  earnest	  and	  repent”.	  	  We	  have	  been	  
on	  a	  journey	  around	  Asia	  Minor	  reflecting	  on	  the	  spiritual	  state	  of	  four	  Churches	  
which	   invariably	   is	   the	  whole	  Church,	  and	   is	  each	  one	  of	  us.	   	  Sometimes	  we	  are	  
spiritual	   and	  purpose-‐driven,	   sometimes	  we	  are	  grossly	  persecuted	   for	   standing	  
for	   the	   Bible	   truth,	   sometimes	   adhering	   to	   truth,	   sometimes	   embracing	   false	  
doctrines	   and	   ideas	   about	   God,	   sometimes	   worshipping	   in	   purity,	   sometimes	  
tolerating	   and	   engaging	   in	   false	   worship,	   sometimes	   persevering,	   sometimes	  
lapsing	  into	  apathy	  and	  lukewarmness;	  sometimes	  arrogant;	  sometimes	  humble;	  
sometimes	   rich;	   sometimes	  poor;	   sometimes	   loving;	   sometimes	   full	  of	  hate	  and	  
harsh	  criticism.	   	  The	  first	  three	  Chapters	  of	  Revelation	  is	  a	  mirror	  held	  up	  to	  our	  
own	   Churches	   and	   to	   our	   own	   souls.	   	   We	   have	   received	   commendation	   and	  
depressing	   critique.	   	   But	   in	   the	  midst	   of	   all	   that,	   the	   Spirit	   of	  God	   continues	   to	  
urge	  us	  collectively	  and	  individually	  to	  hold	  on	  to	  our	  Christian	  faith	  and	  practice	  
unwaveringly.	  	  He	  also	  urges	  us	  to	  eschew	  compromise,	  lukewarmness,	  hypocrisy,	  
spiritual	  complacency,	  and	  apathy.	   	  God	  wants	  us	   to	  worship	  Him	  His	  own	  way,	  
not	  our	  own	  Way.	  	  God	  wants	  us	  to	  set	  the	  standard	  for	  the	  world	  to	  follow.	  	  He	  
wants	  us	  to	  endure	  hardship	  and	  persecution,	  ridicule	  and	  desertion	  which	  must	  
come	  with	  true	  Christianity	  and	  sound	  spirituality.	  	  	  

The	   bottom	   line	   is	   “I	   know	   your	   works”.	   	   Whatever	   everyone	   of	   us	   is	   doing	   is	  
glaringly	  open	  to	  God,	  and	  He	  will	  reward	  each	  of	  us	  accordingly.	  	  	  

God	  bless	  you	  abundantly	  for	  listening	  attentively	  and	  patiently.	  

	  	  

Your	  Bishop,	  Friend,	  and	  Brother,	  

+	  Ephraim	  Amichi	  

13th	  June,	  2015.	  
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BISHOP'S	  PRESIDENTIAL	  ADDRESS	  
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SYNOD	  PRAYER	  

Almighty	  and	  Most	  Gracious	  God,	  the	  Defender	  and	  Sustainer	  of	  all	  who	  put	  their	  
trust	  in	  You,	  we	  humbly	  and	  sincerely	  thank	  You	  for	  mercifully	  preserving	  our	  lives	  
to	  witness	  the	  Second	  Session	  of	  the	  Third	  Synod	  of	  our	  Diocese.	  Be	  present	  with	  
us	   in	   Your	   full	   power,	   and	  holiness	   at	   this	   very	   important	   and	   solemn	  moment.	  
Guide	  us	  by	  Your	  Holy	  Spirit	  that	  all	  we	  say	  and	  reflect	  on	  at	  this	  hour	  will	  bring	  
full	  glory	  to	  You	  and	  blessings	  to	  Your	  people	  who	  hear	  in	  the	  name	  of	  the	  Most	  
Blessed	  and	  Holy	  Trinity,	  Father,	  Son,	  and	  the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  	  Amen.	  	  

GREETINGS/COURTESIES:	  

Our	  unbriddled	  gratitude,	  appreciation,	  worship	  and	   thanks	  go	   to	   the	   immortal,	  
invisible,	  and	  most	  powerful	  and	  loving	  God	  for	  giving	  us	  the	  grace	  to	  be	  alive	  in	  
the	  land	  of	  the	  living,	  to	  be	  present	  in	  this	  Second	  Session	  of	  the	  Third	  Synod	  of	  
our	  Diocese.	   Indeed,	   it	   is	  not	  of	  him	  who	  wills,	  nor	  of	  him	  who	  runs,	  but	  of	  God	  
who	  shows	  mercy.	  The	  mercy	  and	  grace	  of	  God	  have	  kept	  us,	  and	  brought	  us	  this	  
far.	   To	  Him	   alone	   be	   all	   the	   praise,	   glory,	  worship,	   thanksgiving,	   and	   exaltation	  
both	  now	  and	  always	  in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord.	  Amen.	  

	  	  

We	   appreciate	   and	   welcome	   to	   the	   Synod,	   His	   Excellency,	   Chief	   Dr.	   Willie	  
Maduaburochukwu	  Obiano,	  the	  Executive	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  Also	  in	  our	  
midst	   worthy	   of	   special	   recognition	   is	   our	   Father	   in	   the	   Lord,	   the	   Dean	   of	   the	  
Church	  of	  Nigeria	  [Anglican	  Communion]	  and	  the	  Archbishop	  of	  the	  Ecclesiastical	  
Province	  of	  the	  Niger,	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  Christian	  Ogochukwu	  Efobi.	  Your	  
Grace,	   you	   are	   heartily	   welcome.	   We	   are	   highly	   enthused	   to	   welcome	   all	  
Archbishops,	   Bishops,	   Venerable	   Archdeacons,	   and	   other	   servants	   of	   the	   Most	  
High	   God	   to	   this	   august	   assembly.	   At	   the	   appropriate	   time,	   we	   shall	   introduce	  
them	   adequately.	   May	   I	   at	   this	   point	   welcome	   all	   the	   synod	   delegates	   and	  
Bishop's	   nominees,	   Royal	   Fathers,	   and	   other	   dignitaries	   to	   the	   synod.	   The	  
President	  of	  the	  Mothers'	  Union,	  Women's	  Guild,	  and	  Girls'	  Guild,	  who	  is	  also	  my	  
one	  and	  only	  wife,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor	  deserves	  special	  recognition	  and	  welcome	  
from	  me	  for	  all	  her	  overt	  and	  covert	  supports	  and	  encouragements	  in	  our	  family	  
life,	   and	  Ministry.	  We	   welcome	   the	   Diocesan	   Council	   of	   Knights,	   The	   Diocesan	  
legal	  team	  ably	  led	  by	  His	  Lordship,	  Hon.	  Justice	  Gloria	  C.	  Anulude,	  The	  academia,	  
businessmen	  and	  women,	  gentlemen	  of	  the	  Press,	  the	  highly	  revered	  clergy	  and	  
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their	   amiable	   wives,	   and	   indeed	   everyone	   present	   here	   today.	   The	   great	   and	  
wonderful	  people	  of	  St.	  Philip's	  Church,	  Eziama-‐Amichi	   in	  particular,	  and	  Amichi	  
Archdeaconry	   in	   general	   need	   special	   commendation	   and	   appreciation	   for	   the	  
rare	  display	  of	  hospitality,	  and	  commitment	  they	  have	  manifested	  in	  hosting	  this	  
Synod.	  	  

The	   Good	   Lord	   in	   whose	   name	   you	   have	   done	   and	   are	   still	   doing	   these	   great	  
works	   will	   ceaselessly	   and	   abundantly	   bless,	   replenish	   and	   reward	   all	   of	   you	  
accordingly	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  name.	  Amen.	  

	  	  

	  SYNOD	  RESOURCE	  PERSONS:	  

(a)	   SYNOD	  MAIN	  SPEAKER:	  

The	  Synod	  main	  speaker	   for	   this	  Second	  Session	  of	   the	  Third	  Synod	   is	  our	  
father	  in	  the	  Lord,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Ken	  Sandy	  Edozie	  Okeke.	  He	  is	  the	  retired	  
Bishop	  of	   the	  Diocese	  On	   the	  Niger.	  Bishop	  Ken	  comes	   from	  a	  missionary	  
family	   background.	   His	   father	   was	   a	   Catechist	   for	   forty-‐seven(47)	   years,	  
much	   of	   which	   was	   spent	   planting	   Churches	   in	   areas	   which	   are	   now	   in	  
Nsukka,	  Udi	  and	  Oji	  River	  Dioceses.	  	  He	  is	  a	  graduate	  of	  Accountancy	  from	  
the	  University	  of	  Nigeria,	  Nsukka.	  Bishop	  Ken	  gave	  his	  life	  to	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  
Christ	   in	  1966,	   just	  before	  finishing	  from	  the	  University.	   	  Convinced	  of	  the	  
Lord's	   call	   to	   His	   Ministry,	   he	   had	   his	   theological	   training	   and	   formation	  
both	   in	   Nigeria,	   and	   subsequently,	   some	   years	   later,	   at	   Ridley	   Hall	  
Cambridge,	   United	   Kingdom.	   	   He	   started	   his	   ministry	   in	   1972	   at	   Victory	  
Commercial	   College,	   Edidi,	   Kwara	   State,	   where	   he	   went	   to	   assist	   the	  
expatriate	  Principal,	  to	  provide	  a	  Christian	  presence	  in	  the	  School.	  	  He	  later	  
moved	  on	   to	  Anglican	  College	  of	  Commerce,	  Offa,	  Kwara	  State,	  where	  he	  
began	   as	   teacher	   of	   Christian	   Religious	   Knowledge,	   and	   Principles	   of	  
Accounts.	  	  	  

	  	  
He	  became	  Vice	  Principal	  of	   the	  College	   in	   January	  1976.	  He	  was	  made	  a	  
Deacon	  in	  June	  1976,	  and	  was	  priested	  in	  December	  of	  the	  same	  year.	  	  He	  
took	  over	  as	  the	  Principal	  of	  the	  School	  in	  January	  1977	  and	  in	  1979,	  Church	  
of	  Nigeria	  [Anglican	  Communion]	  appointed	  him	  to	  travel	  to	  England	  as	  the	  
first	  Chaplain	  to	  Nigerians	  in	  the	  United	  Kingdom	  in	  partnership	  with	  CMS,	  
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UK.	  	  	  	  He	  served	  as	  Chaplain	  to	  Nigerians	  in	  the	  U.K	  from	  1980	  to	  1987.	  	  He	  
became	   the	   International	   Chaplain	   at	   Manchester	   University	   Chaplaincy,	  
from	  1989-‐1995.	  He	  was	  appointed	  to	  the	  post	  of	  	  CMS	  Regional	  Secretary	  
in	   charge	   of	   Missionary	   Work	   in	   West	   Africa	   at	   Church	   Mission	   Society	  
Headquarters	   in	   London	   from	   1995-‐1996.	   He	   became	   CMS	   Regional	  
Director	  for	  all	  of	  Africa	  from	  1997-‐2000.	  	  He	  was	  elected	  the	  Bishop	  On	  the	  
Niger	  on	  6th	  June,	  2000,	  consecrated	  on	  30th	  July,	  2000	  and	  enthroned	  on	  
4th	  August,	  2000.	  	  	  

	  	  
Bishop	  Ken	  intensified	  the	  Mission	  work	  in	  the	  Diocese	  On	  The	  Niger	  and	  to	  
the	   glory	   of	   God,	   three	   Missionary	   Dioceses	   –	   Ogbaru,	   Niger	   West	   and	  
Mbamili	   –	   were	   created	   out	   of	   the	   Diocese	   On	   the	   Niger	   during	   his	  
episcopacy.	   	   He	   was	   the	   Chairman	   of	   the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   Missionary	  
Society	   (CNMS)	   till	   he	   retired	   in	  March,	   2011.	   	   He	   is	  married	   to	  Dr	   (Mrs)	  
Ngozi	   Okeke,	   a	   theologian,	   with	   PhD	   from	   King's	   College,	   London.	   	   Since	  
their	  retirement	  in	  2011,	  they	  together	  currently	  run	  the	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  
Bishops'	  Training	  School	  for	  new	  bishops	  as	  well	  as	  training/workshops	  for	  
the	  house	  of	   bishops.	   They	  offer	   leadership	   training/workshops	  wherever	  
they	   are	   invited	   to	   do	   so.	   They	   are	   blessed	  with	   four	   children,	   a	   son	   and	  
three	  daughters.	  We	  gladly	  and	  officially	  welcome	  our	  father	  and	  mother	  to	  
this	   synod.	  We	   cannot	   thank	  God	   enough	   for	  what	  He	   has	   used	   them	   to	  
impact	  on	  us	  since	  their	  arrival	  here.	  

	  	  

	  	  

(b)	   OUR	  SYNOD	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  LEADER/FACILITATOR:	  
The	  Synod	  Bible	  Study	   leader	   in	   this	  year's	  Synod	   is	  The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Samuel	  
Amamchukwu	  Chukuka.	  Bishop	  Samuel	  Chukuka	  was	  born	  after	  twelve	  (12)	  
months	   of	   pregnancy	   to	   Lazarus	   and	   Edna	   Chukuka	   of	   Umuru,	   Ebenesi	  
Nnobi	   in	   Idemili	   South	   Local	  Government	  Area	  of	  Anambra	   State.	  He	  had	  
his	  West	   African	   School	   Certificate	   in	   1964,	   and	   taught	   in	   his	   school	   as	   a	  
hostel	  master	  for	  one	  year	  where	  he	  had	  been	  the	  senior	  prefect.	  In	  1966,	  
he	   joined	  Nigerian	  Tobacco	  Company	  Ltd	  as	  a	   salesman.	  He	  became	  born	  
again	   in	   January,	   1970,	   and	   resigned	   years	   later	   from	   the	   company	   as	   he	  
grew	  in	  faith	  because	  he	  could	  not	  reconcile	  his	  faith	  with	  his	  profession	  of	  
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promoting	  the	  sale	  and	  smoking	  of	  cigarette.	  Bishop	  Samuel	  then	  floated	  a	  
company	   -‐	  CAS	  Chukuka	  Enterprise.	  The	  Company	  advanced	  progressively	  
until	  God	  called	  him	  into	  full-‐	  time	  ministry	  in	  1984	  at	  the	  age	  of	  Forty(40).	  
He	  then	  started	  reading	  after	  receiving	  the	  call	  and	  secured	  Dip.	  Theology,	  
B	  A	  in	  Theology,	  and	  MA	  Missiology.	  

	  	  	  	  	  
He	   served	   as	   a	   curate	   at	   St.	   Bartholomew's	   Church,	   Asata,	   Enugu	   for	  
Seven(7)years.	   He	   served	   as	   Vicar	   in	   Emmanuel	   Church,	   Achara	   Layout,	  
Enugu,	   St	  Mathew's	  Church,	  Amechi,	  Awkananaw	  Enugu,	  and	  Archdeacon	  
of	   All	   Saints'	   Cathedral	   Onitsha	   from	   where	   he	   was	   elected	   the	   pioneer	  
bishop	   of	   the	   Missionary	   Diocese	   of	   Isuikwuato/Umunneochi	   in	   2005.	  
Bishop	  Samuel	   retired	   in	  December,	  2012	  having	   left	  a	  positive	   landmark.	  
He	  now	  occupies	  his	  major	   time	  with	   training	   leaders	  and	   fighting	   for	   the	  
abrogation	  of	  Osu	  caste	  system	  in	  Igboland.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  
He	  served	   in	  many	   top	   leadership	  capacities	   in	  Scripture	  Union,	  and	  EFAC	  
Ministries.	  He	  attended	  many	  International	  Christian	  Conferences	  both	  as	  a	  
participant,	  and	  as	  a	  resource	  person.	  Bishop	  Chukuka	  is	  married	  to	  Cecilia	  
Uzoamaka	  (B.Sc).	  They	  are	  blessed	  with	  Six	  children,	  out	  of	  which	  two	  are	  
Anglican	  Clergymen.	  One	  is	  an	  Archdeacon	  in	  Canada,	  while	  the	  other	   is	  a	  
Canon	   in	   London.	   We	   also	   heartily	   welcome	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Samuel	   .C.A.	  
Chukuka,	  and	  his	  wife	  to	  our	  synod.	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

THE	  VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  

HISTORY	  OF	  ST.	  PHILIP'S	  ANGLICAN	  CHURCH,	  EZIAMA-‐AMICHI	  

	  	  

Eziama	  is	  one	  of	  the	  villages	  in	  Okpala	  quarter	  in	  Amichi	  town	  which	  has	  common	  
boundary	  with	  Osummenyi.	   Before	   the	   advent	   of	   Christianity	   in	   Amichi,	   Eziama	  
people	   were	   involved	   in	   worshipping	   two	   main	   deities	   which	   were	   generally	  
worshipped	   in	   Amichi.	   They	   were	   “Ezemewu	   ochiogu”	   [god	   of	   war],	   and	   Eke	  
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goddess	  which	  he	  established	  in	  honour	  of	  his	  wife.	  Each	  of	  these	  deities	  had	  its	  
own	  traditional	  priest	  or	  priestess	  who	  the	  Eziama	  people	  treated	  with	  very	  high	  
regard.	   In	   the	   year	   1909,	   some	  Amichi	   people	  made	   a	  move	   to	   join	   the	   C.M.S.	  
headquarters	  at	  St.	  Simon's	  C.M.S.	  Nnobi	  where	  they	  embraced	  Christianity,	  and	  
consequently	   brought	   this	   new	   faith	   to	   Amichi.	   The	   first	   converts	   from	   Eziama	  
who	  were	  baptized	  included:-‐	  

Okeke	  Okonkwo	   -‐	   Christened	   -‐	   James	  Okonkwo.	  

Onuoha	  Ezike	   -‐	   Christened	   -‐	   Emmanuel	  Ezike	  

Elijah	  Ezikeume	   -‐	  

Okonkwo	  Okoliocha-‐	   Christened	   -‐	   Solomon	  Okoliocha	  

Okafor	  Nnabude	   -‐	   Christened	  -‐	  Elisha	  Nnabude	  

Nwike	  Onyeorie	   -‐	   Christened	   -‐	   Joseph	  Onyeorie	  

John	  Ezinwa	  -‐	  

Jeremiah	  Ezenwosu	  

	  	  

At	  that	  time,	  those	  brave	  pioneer	  converts	  had	  to	  trek	  to	  and	  fro	  St.	  Simon's	  CMS	  
Nnobi	  for	  Church	  services	  because	  there	  was	  no	  Church	  closer	  to	  them.	  The	  new	  
converts	   slept	   together,	   laboured	   together	   with	   one	   mind	   in	   spite	   of	   all	   the	  
persecutions	   meted	   out	   to	   them	   by	   the	   then	   pagan	   ruling	   authorities.	   They	  
continued	   and	   sustained	   the	   great	   fight	   of	   faith.	   Some	   of	   them	   even	   paid	   the	  
supreme	   price	   for	   the	   propagation	   of	   the	   gospel	   in	   Amichi.	   Because	   of	   their	  
doggedness	  and	  resilience	  in	  the	  faith,	  more	  indigenes	  of	  Eziama	  joined	  them,	  and	  
were	  baptized	  also.	  Mr.	   Josiah	  Anumba	  was	  one	  of	   the	  earliest	  Church	  teachers	  
from	  Eziama.	  The	  first	  CMS	  Church	  was	  established	  in	  Amichi	  named	  St.	  Andrew's	  
Church,	  Amichi.	  The	  people	  of	  Eziama	  were	   fully	   involved	   in	   the	  building	  of	   this	  
first	  Church	  in	  Amichi.	  
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Some	  Eziama	   indigenes	  who	  were	  members	  of	   the	  Parochial	  Church	  Committee	  
of	  St.	  Andrew's	  CMS	  Church,	  Amichi	  were:	  

i.	   Elisha	  Nnabude	  

ii.	   Timothy	  Okoli	  

iii.	   Ben	  Okoliocha	  

iv.	   Ebenezer	  Obiagwu	  

v.	   Japheth	  Ofiaeli	  

vi.	   Joseph	  Onyeagulu.	  

	  	  

The	  first	  CMS	  School	  that	  was	  established	  in	  Eziama	  was	  built	  in	  1952.	  The	  school	  
started	  in	  the	  compound	  of	  Chief	  Umeonyilioha	  Ezenwosu	  through	  the	  supportive	  
efforts	  of	   Joseph	  Onyeagulu,	  and	  Ben	  Okoliocha	  before	   it	  was	  moved	  to	  Eziama	  
village	  hall.	  Mr.	  Eugene	  Uzuegbu	  volunteered	  himself	  to	  teach	  the	  pupils	   free	  of	  
charge	   for	   the	   Church.	   In	   1954,	   Bishop	   C.J.	   Patterson	   visited	   the	   school,	   and	  
supplied	  powdered	  milk	  to	  them.	  This	  visit,	  and	  provision	  of	  milk	  which	  the	  pupils	  
drank	   every	   morning	   greatly	   encouraged	   the	   people	   of	   Eziama,	   and	   it	   also	  
boosted	   the	   attendance	   figure.	   The	   teachers	   in	   the	   school	   were	   paid	   out	   of	  
proceed	   from	   “Mmirioma”.	   Due	   to	   the	   rapid	   growth	   of	   the	   School,	   the	   then	  
supervisor	  of	  School	  of	  the	  Diocese	  On	  the	  Niger,	  Revd.	  E.O.	  Enemuo	  visited	  the	  
school,	   and	   approved	   it	   to	   be	   recognized	   by	   the	   Diocese	   on	   the	   Niger.	  
Subsequently,	  the	  school	  was	  used	  for	  holding	  Children	  Church	  service.	  

	  	  

In	  1955,	  the	  first	  headmaster	   in	  the	  person	  of	  Mr	  Ogbonnaya	  was	  posted	  to	  the	  
school.	  Mr.	  Eugene	  Uzuegbu	  was	  posted	  back	  as	  a	  trained	  teacher	  to	  the	  school	  in	  
1956	  after	  his	  training.	  He	  started	  evening	  Church	  service	  which	  involved	  adults.	  
St.	  Andrew's	  Church,	  Amichi	  through	  the	  able	  and	  visionary	  leadership	  of	  the	  then	  
Canon	   G.A.C.	   Nwangwu	   who	   saw	   the	   need	   to	   have	   feeder	   Churches	   in	   Amichi	  
approved	  the	  establishment	  of	  St.	  Philip's	  Church,	  Eziama,	  Amichi.	  In	  1985,	  Canon	  
G.A.C.	   Nwangwu	   drew	   the	   building	   plan	   for	   St.	   Philip's	   Church,	   Eziama	   free	   of	  
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charge,	  and	  the	  women	  of	  St.	  Philip's	  Church	  under	  the	   leadership	  of	  Mrs	  Bessy	  
Obiagwu,	  and	  her	  executive	  members	   sponsored	   the	  building	  project	   to	   roofing	  
level.	   The	   then	   chairman	  of	  Men's	  General	  Meeting,	  Mr	   Ephraim	  Obi	  mobilized	  
men	   from	  all	   branches	   and	   they	   contributed	   immensely	   for	   the	   erection	   of	   the	  
Church	  building	  and	  parsonage.	  

In	   1989,	   the	   first	   Church	   teacher,	  Mr.	   Kingsley	   Chukwukama	  was	   posted	   to	   the	  
Church.	  The	  foundation	  stone	  of	  the	  Church	  was	  laid	  by	  the	  Rt.	  Revd	  Jonathan	  A.	  
Onyemelukwe,	   the	   then	   Bishop	   on	   the	   Niger	   in	   1989.	   In	   1997,	   Revd	   Stanley	  
Awuzie	   (now	  Ven.)	   inaugurated	   the	  Lagos	  branch	  of	   the	  Church,	  and	  conducted	  
the	  first	  Church	  service	  for	  them.	  The	  pioneer	  officers	  of	  the	  Church	  included:	  

(a)	   Mr.	  Michael	  Ofoma	   	   -‐	   First	  Pastor's	  Warden.	  

(b)	   Mr.	  Joseph	  Onyeaguru	  Snr	   -‐	   First	  People's	  Warden.	  

(c)	   Mr.	  Bertram	  Umeononihu	   -‐	   First	  Treasurer.	  
(d)	   Mr.	  Eugene	  Uzuegbu	   	   -‐	   First	  Secretary	  and	  Co-‐	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   ordinator	  of	  Children	  Service.	  

(e)	   Mr.	  Ebenezer	  Obiagwu	   	   -‐	   First	  Lay	  Reader.	  

	  	  

St.	   Philip's	   Church	   was	   inaugurated	   as	   a	   Parish	   in	   1996	   with	   Revd	   S.E.O.	  
Emelumadu	  from	  Oba	  as	   the	   first	  Vicar.	  The	  Church	  hall	  was	  started	  by	  Women	  
Home	  and	  Abroad	  General	  Meeting.	   In	   the	   year	   2002,	   this	   Church	  building	  was	  
dedicated	  during	  the	  pastorate	  of	  Revd	  Daniel	  Azodo	  (now	  Ven.)	  by	  His	  Lordship,	  
The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  G.I.N.	  Okpala,	  Bishop,	  Diocese	  of	  Nnewi	  [Anglican	  Communion].	  St	  
Philip's	   Church	   was	   inaugurated	   an	   Archdeaconry	   headquarter	   for	   Amichi	  
Archdeaconry	   on	   17th	   July,	   2011	   by	   His	   Lordship,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Ephraim	   O.	  
Ikeakor,	  Bishop	  of	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	  with	  Ven.	  Anthony	  Uchemereole	  as	  the	  
pioneer	   Archdeacon.	   St.	   Philip's	   Church	   Eziama	   gave	   birth	   to	   St.	   Bartholomew's	  
Church,	  Amichi	  in	  2008	  with	  Mr.	  Johnson	  Onuchukwu	  as	  the	  first	  Church	  teacher.	  
This	  Church	  is	  growing	  in	  leaps	  and	  bounds	  with	  a	  very	  big	  Church	  building	  under	  
construction	   now.	   The	   current	   priest	   in	   charge	   of	   the	   Church	   is	   Revd.	   Chidozie	  
Madu.	  All	  the	  organizations	  in	  St.	  Philip's	  Church	  are	  waxing	  very	  strong,	  and	  have	  
contributed	  immensely	  to	  the	  all	  round	  growth	  of	  the	  Church.	  The	  Boys	  and	  Girls	  
Brigade	  of	  the	  Church	  is	  one	  of	  the	  most	  functional	  and	  productive	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  
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The	  first	  Choir	  master	  of	  the	  Choir	  was	  Mr.	  Emmanuel	  Ajuokwu	  now	  a	  Knight	  of	  
St.	  Christopher.	  The	  choir	  has	  won	  very	  many	  trophies.	  The	  first	  Chancellor	  of	  the	  
Diocese	  of	  Amichi,	  and	  the	  only	  Female	  Chancellor	   in	  the	  whole	  Province	  of	   the	  
Niger	   is	   from	   St.	   Philip's	   Church,	   Eziama,	   Amichi	   in	   the	   Person	   of	   Hon.	   Justice	  
Gloria	  .C.	  Anulude.	  	  	  	  

The	  following	  clergymen	  have	  served	  God	  in	  this	  Church:	  

1.	   Revd	  S.E.O.	  Emelumadu	   	   -‐	   1996	  

2.	   Revd	  Stanley	  Awuzie	  (Now	  Ven.)	   -‐	   1997	  

3.	   Revd	  Brown	  Ofoeme	  (Now	  Ven.)	   -‐	   1998	  –	  2000	  

4.	   Revd	  Dan	  Azodo	  (Now	  Ven.)	   	   -‐	   2001	  –	  2005	  

5.	   Revd	  Jidekene	  Ojukwu	   	   	   -‐	   2006	  –	  2007	  

6.	   Revd	  Canon	  Abadnego	  Igbokwe	   -‐	   2008	  –	  2010	  

7.	   Revd	  Richard	  Ibeto	  	   	   	   -‐	   2009	  –	  2012	  

8.	   Revd	  Festus	  Ewewnike	   	   	   -‐	   2012	  –	  2013	  

9.	   Revd	  Chuka	  Nwosu	   	   	   -‐	   2012	  

10.	   Revd	  Chidi	  Enemo	   	   	   	   -‐	   2013	  

11.	   Revd	  Ifeanyi	  Chukwuka	   	   	   -‐	   2014	  –	  2016	  

12.	   Ven.	  Anthony	  Uchemereole	   	   -‐	   2011	  –	  date	  

	  	  

The	  Church	  has	  about	  thirteen	  indigenous	  priests,	  some	  of	  whom	  are:	  

1.	   Ven.	  Wilson	  Igboanugo	  (late)	  

2.	   Ven.	  Emeka	  Onwuakpa	  

3.	   Ven.	  Joseph	  Anulude,	  and	  others.	  
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St.	  Philip's	  Church	  has	  nineteen	  Knights,	  and	  twelve	  Lay	  Readers.	  

	  	  

CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  NEWS/EVENTS:	  

	  	  

[a]	   STANDING	  COMMITTEE	  MEETINGS:	  
The	  September	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  Standing	  Committee	  and	  Mothers'	  Union	  
Meeting	  were	  held	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  David,	  Ijomu,	  Akure	  from	  
21st	  to	  25th	  of	  September,	  2015.	  The	  Theme	  of	  the	  meeting	  was,”Look	  and	  
Live.”	   In	  February,	   the	  meetings	  were	  held	  at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  
Bartholomew,	   Kubwa,	   Abuja	   from	   1st	   to	   5th	   February,	   2016.	   The	   Theme	  
was	   “Maranath:	   Come,	   Lord	   Jesus.”	   (I	   Cor.	   16:22).	   We	   congratulate	   the	  
Dioceses	   of	   Akure,	   and	   Kubwa	   for	   successfully	   hosting	   those	   great	  
meetings.	  

	  	  

	  	  

[b]	   BISHOP'S	  ANNUAL	  RETREAT:	  
The	  2016	  edition	  of	   this	   special	   gathering	  of	  Bishops	  of	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  
[Anglican	   Communion]	   for	   their	   spiritual	   revival,	   realignment,	   and	  
rejuvenation	  took	  place	  at	  the	  Ibru	  Retreat	  Centre,	  Agbarha-‐Otor	  from	  4th	  
to	  7th	  January,	  2016.	  The	  Theme	  for	  the	  retreat	  was,	  “The	  Bishop	  and	  his	  
Episcopal	  Work”.	   Seasoned	  resource	  persons	  were	  chosen	   to	  handle	  very	  
crucial	   and	   essential	   topics	   that	   border	   on	   the	   Bishops	   and	   their	  
episcopacy.	  
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[c]	   RETIREMENTS,	  ELECTIONS,	  TRANSLATIONS	  AND	  CONSECRATION:	  

The	  two	  Bishops	  that	  retired	  from	  active	  Church	  service	  were:	  	  

The	  Rt.	  Revd	  James	  .O.	  Akinola	   -‐	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Igbomina	  Diocese,	  and	  

The	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Oluranti	  Odubogun	   -‐	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Diocese	  of	  Ife.	  
Our	   prayer	   is	   that	   the	   almighty	   and	   gracious	   God	   whom	   they	   served	  
meritoriously	   will	   bless	   them	   with	   joyful,	   healthy	   and	   regretless	   post	  
retirement	  lives	  in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord.	  Amen.	  
	  
The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Timothy	   Yahaya	  was	   translated	   from	  Diocese	   of	   Jalingo,	   to	  
Diocese	   of	   Kaduna	   following	   the	   re-‐location	   of	   Rt.	   Revd	   Josiah	   Idowu	  
Fearon	  to	  London.	  In	  another	  development,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Prof.	  Dapo	  Asaju	  
was	  redeployed	  from	  Crowther	  Graduate	  Theological	  Seminary,	  Abeokuta,	  
to	  Ajayi	  Crowther	  University,	  Oyo	  as	  the	  Vice	  Chancellor.	  
	  	  
The	   following	   bishops	   were	   elected	   and	   consecrated	   within	   the	   period	  
under	  review:	  

The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Olajide	  Adebayo	   	  	  	  	   -‐Diocese	  of	  Igbomina-‐West	  

The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Olubunmi	  A.	  Akinlade	  	   -‐Diocese	  of	  Ife	  

The	  Revd	  Foreman	  Nedison	   	   	  	   -‐Diocese	  of	  Jalingo	  
The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Prof.	  Andrew	  Igenoza	   -‐Dean,	   Crowther	   Graduate	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Theological	   Seminary,	  
Abeokuta.	  

The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Marcus	  D.	  Yohanna	   	   -‐Diocese	  of	  Dutse.	  

	  	  
His	  Grace,	   The	  Most	  Revd	  Christian	   .O.	   Efobi	  was	   re-‐elected	   for	   a	   second	  
tenure	  as	  archbishop	  on	  Thursday	  12th	  November,	  2015.	  We	  pray	  for	  him	  
for	  more	  grace	  for	  impactful	  and	  purposeful	  leadership	  and	  tenure.	  
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[d]	   DIVCCON-‐	  DIVINE	  COMMONWEALTH	  CONFERENCE:	  
The	  2015	  edition	  of	  this	  great	  convocation	  of	  the	  people	  of	  God	  took	  place	  
at	   the	   National	   Christian	   Centre,	   Abuja	   from	   Monday	   9th	   to	   Friday	   13th	  
November,	  2015.	  As	  we	  promised	  in	  our	  Presidential	  Address	  last	  year,	  ten	  
(10)	  young	  people	  were	  fully	  sponsored	  by	  our	  Diocese	  to	  the	  conference.	  
They	  testified	  that	  it	  was	  indeed	  an	  unforgettable	  experience	  for	  all	  of	  them	  
that	  attended.	  Our	  clergymen	  and	   their	  wives,	  and	  some	  Church	   teachers	  
also	   were	   in	   attendance.	  We	  must	   appreciate	   some	   of	   our	   lay	  members	  
who	  were	   in	  attendance	   too.	  The	   theme	  for	  2015	  DIVCCON	  was	  “Dare	   to	  
be	  a	  Daniel.”	  It	  is	  because	  of	  the	  aptness	  and	  relevance	  of	  this	  theme	  to	  the	  
present	   day	   church	   and	   Christians	   that	   we	   prayerfully	   adopted	   it	   as	   our	  
Synod	   Theme	   this	   year.	   The	   2016	  DIVCCON	  will	   take	   place	   from	  Monday	  
7th	  to	  Friday	  11th	  November,	  2016	  at	  the	  same	  venue.	  We	  encourage	  our	  
members	  for	  more	  participation.	  

[e]	   ST.	  MATHIAS	  DAY	  COLLECTION:	  
This	  special	  collection	  was	  held	  in	  February	  this	  year	  throughout	  the	  Church	  
of	   Nigeria	   [Anglican	   Communion].	   Our	   Diocese	   as	   expected	   participated	  
actively	   in	  the	  exercise.	   In	  spite	  of	  our	  pure	  rural	  setting,	  the	  Diocese	  was	  
able	  to	  painstakingly	  raise	  about	  two	  million	  naira	  (N2m)	  in	  this	  year's	  fund	  
collection.	  We	  must	  as	  a	  matter	  of	  sincerity	  commend	  most	  of	  our	  Church	  
workers	   who	   have	   demonstrated	   very	   high	   level	   of	   commitment,	   and	  
honesty	  in	  the	  pursuit	  of	  this	  sacrificial	  Vision.	  We	  also	  thank	  and	  commend	  
the	  laity	  of	  our	  Churches	  for	  their	  support.	  May	  the	  merciful	  God	  in	  whose	  
name	  and	  for	  whose	  sake	  you	  are	  making	  these	  sacrifices	  reward	  and	  bless	  
you	  all	  abundantly	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  name.	  

[f]	   2015	  ANGLICAN	  RELIEF	  FUND:	  
As	  a	  result	  of	  the	  greater	  devastating	  effects	  of	  the	  activities	  of	  terrorists	  in	  
the	  North-‐East	  of	  Nigeria,	  the	  terrible	  aftermath	  of	  flood	  and	  flooding,	  the	  
unexplainable	   outbreak	   of	   fire	   incidents	   on	   our	   members'	   and	   non-‐
members	   businesses	   in	   addition	   to	   other	   natural	   disasters	   on	   Nigerians	  
generally,	   and	   our	   Church	   members	   in	   particular,	   the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	  
[Anglican	   Communion]	   created	   the	   special	   fund	   to	   compliment	   what	   St.	  
Mathias	   Fund	   was	   meant	   for.	   A	   special	   collection	   and	   fund	   raising	   was	  
organized	   through-‐out	   the	   nation	   in	  November	   2015,	   and	   our	  Diocese	   as	  
usual	  participated	  actively	  and	  meaningfully.	  All	   the	  monies	   realized	  were	  
promptly	  and	  faithfully	  remitted	  to	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  Relief	  Fund	  Account.	  
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Once	  more,	  we	  sincerely	  appreciate	  all	  the	  Church	  workers	  in	  the	  Diocese,	  
and	   our	   members	   for	   their	   support,	   enthusiasm,	   and	   sacrifices	   in	  
participating	   in	   this	  welfare	  Evangelism	  outreach	  packaged	  by	  our	  Church	  
through	  our	  Primate.	  
	  

PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER	  MATTERS:	  

i.	   RE-‐ELECTION	  OF	  OUR	  ARCHBISHOP:	  
On	  Thursday	  12th	  November,	  2015	  at	  Abuja,	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd	  (Dr.)	  
Christian	   Ogochukwu	   Efobi,	   was	   re-‐elected	   as	   the	   Archbishop	   of	   the	  
Ecclesiastical	   Province	   of	   the	   Niger	   for	   a	   second	   tenure.	   We	   sincerely	  
congratulate	   him,	   and	   passionately	   pray	   for	  more	   fruitful,	   impactful,	   and	  
purposeful	  leadership	  as	  he	  leads	  the	  Province	  for	  a	  second	  tenure.	  

ii.	   ALL	  ANGLICANS	  PRAYER	  RALLY:	  
The	  second	  edition	  of	  this	  great	  convocation	  of	  all	  Anglicans	  in	  prayer	  and	  
Fellowship	  took	  place	  at	  Dr.	  Alex	  Ekwueme	  Square,	  Awka	  on	  Saturday,	  7th	  
November,	  2015.	  All	  the	  Dioceses	  in	  the	  Province	  of	  the	  Niger	  participated	  
actively	  and	  were	  adequately	  represented.	  The	  Archbishop,	  The	  Most	  Revd	  
C.O.	  Efobi,	  other	  bishops	  and	  wives,	  and	  the	  clergy	  and	  their	  wives	  were	  in	  
attendance.	   It	   was	   indeed	   a	   special	   prayer	   time	   for	   homes,	   the	   Church,	  
state,	  and	   the	  nation	  at	   large.	  We	  bless	   the	  name	  of	   the	  almighty	   for	   the	  
visible	   impacts	  this	   laudable	  spiritual	   initiative	   is	  making	   in	  our	  dear	  state,	  
Anambra,	  and	  our	  nation,	  Nigeria.	  The	  zeal	  and	  commitment	  which	  the	  laity	  
of	   our	   Church	   is	   demonstrating	   in	   this	   prayer	   rally	   deserves	   special	  
commendation.	   The	   Preacher	   in	   the	   last	   edition	   was	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Dr.	  
Samuel	   .C.	   Ezeofor,	   the	   bishop	   of	   Anglican	   Diocese	   of	   Ogbaru.	   We	   are	  
zealously	   looking	   forward	   for	   the	   2016	   edition,	   and	   we	   encourage	   all	  
Anglicans	   in	   Anambra	   State	   to	   be	   part	   of	   this	   great	  move	   of	   God	   in	   our	  
Province.	  
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iii.	   PROVINCIAL	   EPISCOPAL	   SYNOD,	   COUNCIL	   MEETING,	   AND	   MOTHER'S	  
UNION	  MEETING:	  
The	   September	   meeting	   was	   hosted	   by	   Nnewi	   Diocese	   at	   the	   Diocesan	  
Church	   Centre,	   (DCC)	   Nnewi	   on	   Wednesday	   16th	   and	   Thursday	   17th	  
September,	  2015.	  The	  February	  edition	  of	   the	  above	  meeting	  was	  held	  at	  
the	   Emmaus	   House,	   Diocese	   of	   Awka	   from	  Wednesday	   13th	   to	   Thursday	  
14th	  January,	  2016.	  We	  commend	  the	  Dioceses	  of	  Nnewi,	  and	  Awka	  for	  the	  
success	  of	  the	  meeting,	  and	  for	  their	  wonderful	  hospitality	  to	  the	  delegates.	  

iv.	   PAUL	  UNIVERSITY,	  AWKA.	  
May	  I	  begin	  this	  column	  by	  heartily	  congratulating	  the	  new	  Vice	  Chancellor	  
of	   the	  University,	  Ven.	  Prof.	  Uche	  C.	   Isiugo	  Abanihe	   for	   taking	   the	  bull	  by	  
the	   horns	   by	   making	   himself	   available	   for	   this	   onerous,	   challenging	   and	  
cumbersome	  job.	  I	  say	  this	  because	  I	  am	  quite	  abreast	  with	  the	  praxis	  and	  
pragmatics	   of	   managing	   an	   institution	   theoretically	   owned	   by	   fifty-‐five	  
Anglican	  Dioceses,	  but	  practically	  and	  financially	  sponsored	  by	  very	  few	  of	  
the	  Dioceses.	  There	   is	  no	  gain	   saying	   the	   fact	   that	  a	   lot	  of	   commendable,	  
visible,	  and	  encouraging	  developments	  have	  taken	  place	  since	  he	  took	  over	  
the	  mantle	  of	  leadership	  of	  this	  promising	  university.	  The	  full	  accreditation	  
of	  eleven	  departments	  out	  of	  the	  twelve	  presented	  to	  them	  by	  the	  National	  
Universities	   Commission	   is	   an	   eloquent	   testimony.	   The	   installation	   of	   His	  
Grace,	   the	  Most	  Revd	  Nicholas	  D.	  Oko,	  The	  Archbishop,	  Metropolitan	  and	  
Primate	   of	   All	   Nigeria	   as	   the	   Chancellor	   of	   the	   University	   on	   Friday	   4th	  
December,	  2015	  is	  no	  doubt	  an	  added	  advantage	  to	  the	  University.	  

	  	  
At	   this	   time,	   when	   the	   National	   Universities	   Commission	   has	   issued	   a	  
permanent	  License	  to	  the	  University	  to	  operate	  as	  a	  private	  University	  fully	  
recognized,	  may	   I	   on	   very	   personal	   grounds	   and	   conviction	   state	   that	   for	  
this	   University	   to	   make	   the	   desired	   headway	   and	   breakthrough	   in	   all	  
ramifications,	   the	   issue	   of	   this	   non-‐cohesive,	   porous	   and	   doubtful	  
confessional	  ownership	  of	  the	  University	  by	  fifty	  five	  Dioceses	  of	  East	  of	  the	  
Niger	  needs	  to,	  and	  must	  be	  re-‐visited	  and	  re-‐decided	  on.	  There	  is	  nothing	  
absolutely	  wrong	  if	  we	  handover	  both	  the	  ownership,	  the	  sponsorship	  and	  
management	   of	   this	   great	   Institution	   to	   one,	   two	   or	   three	   financially	  
capable	   dioceses	   who	  will	   throw	   in	   their	   full	   financial	   weight	   behind	   the	  
University	   knowing	   that	   it	   fully	   belongs	   to	   them.	   Take	   away	   “Owner	  
Mentality	   Syndrome”	   in	   the	   running	   and	   management	   of	   any	   business,	  
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parastatal	  or	  venture,	  you	  have	   inadvertently	  killed	   the	  venture.	  Any	  goat	  
that	   is	  owned	  by	  and	  catered	  for	  by	  the	  public	  must	  as	  a	  matter	  of	  reality	  
die	  of	   starvation.	  No	  university	   is	   run	  successfully	   through	  contribution	  of	  
financial	  peanuts.	  Paul	  University	  has	  very	  great	  potential	  to	  be	  one	  of	  the	  
best	  private	  universities	  in	  Nigeria.	  Whatever	  technical	  tinkering	  that	  needs	  
to	  be	  done	  to	  make	  this	  suggestion	  workable,	  should	  be	  pursued	  vigorously	  
and	  urgently.	  
	  
In	  another	  development,	  there	  is	  nothing	  wrong	  with	  Anglican	  Communion	  
having	   two	   to	   three	   universities	   in	   Anambra	   State.	   The	   Roman	   Catholics	  
already	  have	  two,	  and	  they	  are	  now	  building	  the	  third	  one.	  Why	  can't	  we	  
make	   sacrifices	   and	   concessions,	   and	   move	   forward?	   Selfish	   and	   self-‐
centered	   ambitions	   have	   been	   our	   greatest	   impediments	   in	   climbing	   the	  
mountain	  of	  progress,	  productivity	  and	  excellence.	  A	  stitch	   in	   time,	  we	  all	  
know	  saves	  nine.	  What	  are	  we	  Anglicans	  actually	  doing?	  Let	  me	  encourage	  
all	  of	  us	  to	  support,	  publicize	  and	  encourage	  Paul	  University	  by	  sending	  our	  
children	  and	  wards	  to	  the	  school.	  

DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI:	  	  	  NOTABLE	  EVENTS,	  PROGRAMMES	  AND	  PROJECTS:	  

[a]	   CLERGY	  AND	  WIVES	  RETREAT:	  
The	  first	  clergy	  and	  wives	  retreat	  for	  the	  period	  under	  review	  was	  held	  on	  
September	  18,	  2015	  at	  All	  Saints'	  Church,	  Ekwulumili.	  The	  topic	  handled	  in	  
the	   retreat	  by	   the	  Bishop	  was,	   “The	  Deformity	   in	  our	  Christian	   Identity”.	  
He	  took	  his	  Bible	  texts	  from	  John	  13:31-‐35;	  I	  John	  2:8-‐11,	  and	  I	  John	  4:7-‐12.	  
The	  Bishop	  vehemently	  stressed	  that	   the	  only	   identity	  of	   true	  believers	   in	  
Christ	   is	   love.	  He	   lamented	   that	  hatred	   among	   the	   clergy	   and	   their	  wives	  
has	   grossly	   deformed	   our	   Christian	   confession	   and	   profession.	   He	  
wondered	   why	   mudslinging,	   backstabbing,	   and	   pull-‐him-‐down	   syndrome	  
have	   characterized	   the	   priestly	   vocation	   for	   decades	   and	   generations.	  
According	  the	  Bishop,	  Christian	  love	  is	  not	  based	  on	  one's	  goodness;	  rather	  
true	   Christian	   love	   is	   manifested	   in	   being	   able	   to	   love	   in	   the	   midst	   of	  
offences,	   ingratitude	   and	   gross	   misrepresentation	   from	   beneficiaries	   of	  
your	  goodwill,	  and	  offences.	  He	  opined	  that	  some	  of	  the	  attributes	  of	  true	  
Christian	  love	  include:	  
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i.	   Doing	  Good	  for	  people	  without	  expecting	  gain	  and	  gratitude.	  

ii.	   Being	  patient	  with	  others.	  

iii.	   Love	  tolerates	  the	  weakness	  and	  mistakes	  of	  others.	  

iv.	   Love	  is	  ever	  ready	  to	  believe	  the	  good	  aspects	  of	  everybody.	  

	  	  
He	  concluded	  by	  saying	  that	  if	  believers	  in	  Christ	  especially	  Church	  workers	  
are	   to	  manifest	   true	  Christian	   love,	   they	  must	   remain	  and	  abide	   in	  Christ,	  
choose	  and	  move	  with	  friends	  who	  possess	  the	  necessary	  Biblical	  Christian	  
qualities,	  and	  allow	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  to	  guide	  and	  assess	  their	  actions.	  

	  	  
The	  second	  clergy	  and	  wives	  Retreat	  took	  place	  on	  3rd	  October,	  2015	  at	  St.	  
James'	   Church,	   Azigbo.	   The	   opening	   devotion	   was	   conducted	   by	   Ven.	  
Godwin	   Okafor.	   He	   titled	   his	   sermon	   “A	   Church	   worker	   as	   a	   written	  
epistle.”	  (2	  Cor.	  3:1-‐6).	  In	  his	  exhortation,	  he	  called	  on	  Church	  workers	  and	  
their	  wives	  to	  strive	  to	  live	  to	  the	  highest	  ideals	  of	  their	  vocation	  as	  they	  are	  
always	   in	   the	  eyes	  of	   the	  public.	   This	   according	   to	  him	  demands	  extreme	  
carefulness	  in	  order	  not	  to	  become	  a	  stumbling	  block	  to	  others.	  The	  major	  
talk	  of	  the	  day	  was	  taken	  by	  Ven.	  David	  Nonyelum	  which	  was	  titled,	  “The	  
Abomination	  of	  a	  Lying	   	  Tongue.”	   He	   outlined	   seven	   things	   that	   make	  
lying	  and	  lying	  tongue	  abominable.	  

	  	  

They	  are:	  

a.	   A	  lying	  tongue	  is	  an	  anti	  progressive	  force.	  

b.	   It	  is	  anti	  God.	  

c.	   Lying	  tongues	  weaken	  the	  force	  of	  every	  group.	  

d.	   Lying	  tongue	  produces	  distrust.	  

e.	   A	  lying	  tongue	  cannot	  pray	  effectively.	  
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f.	   A	  lying	  tongue	  is	  an	  agent	  of	  demonic	  possession.	  
g.	   Every	   Christian	   who	   lies	   should	   as	   a	   matter	   of	   urgency	   seek	  

deliverance.	  

	  	  
Ven.	   Chika	  Mbeyi	   led	   the	   Bible	   Study	   on	   the	   topic	   “By	   this	   shall	   all	  men	  
know	  that	  you	  are	  My	  Disciples”.	   In	  the	  same	  retreat,	  Ven.	  Chukwuebuka	  
Chukwuemeka	   presented	   a	   Paper	   titled,	   “Coping	   with	   21st	   Century	  
Spiritual,	  Social	  and	  Technological	  Challenges	  in	  our	  Pastorate	  as	  Anglican	  
Priests,	  Church	  workers	  and	  wives”.	  He	  explained	  the	  grave	  dimensions	  of	  
the	  post	  modern	  era	  describing	  it	  as	  an	  organized	  conspiracy	  against	  God,	  
the	  Church,	  and	  Christianity	  generally.	  	  
	  
The	   third	   Retreat	   was	   held	   on	   18th	   March,	   2016	   at	   Immanuel	   Church,	  
Ekwulumili.	   After	   the	   opening	   devotion	   by	   the	   Bishop,	   Ven.	   P.C.	  
Chukwuemeka,	   and	   Mrs	   Esther	   Maduka	   presented	   individual	   papers	   on	  
pre-‐marital,	  and	  Marriage	  Counselling	  in	  our	  Church.	  

	   DIOCESAN	  VIGILS:	  
The	  members	  of	  our	  Diocese	  gather	  for	  special	  all	  night	  prayers	  once	  every	  
quarter	  of	  the	  year	  at	  designated	  parishes.	  Within	  the	  period	  under	  review,	  
the	  vigil	  took	  place	  in	  the	  following	  Churches:	  

	  	  
i.	   Immanuel	   Church,	   Akwaihedi:	   	   26th	   June,	   2015.	   Revd	   Pascal	  

Umeaoduagu	  preached	  on	  “Why	  He	  Came”.	  
ii.	   St.	  Philip's	  Church,	  Eziama-‐Amichi	  –	  25th	  September,	  2015	  with	  Revd	  

Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	  preaching	  on	  “Take	  it	  by	  Force”.	  
iii.	   St.	  Andrew's	  Church,	  Ebenenator	   -‐	   27th	   November,	   2015.	   Ven.	  

Chika	  Mbeyi	  preached	  on,	  “Prepare	  to	  Meet	  your	  God.”	  
iv.	   St.	   James	   Church,	   Azigbo	   –	   18th	   March,	   2016.	   	   Revd	   Canon	  

Kenechukwu	  Anyakoha	  spoke	  on	  “The	  Weapon	  of	  Prayer”.	  

	  	  
We	   want	   to	   appreciate	   the	   efforts	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Prayer	   Co-‐ordinator,	  
Revd	  Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	  for	  making	  this	  programme	  very	  vibrant	  
and	  consistent.	  We	  encourage	  our	  members	   to	   take	   this	  programme	  very	  
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serious,	   and	   participate	   very	   actively.	   This	   is	   because	   God	   still	   answers	  
prayers.	  

	  

	   PRAYER	  BREAKFAST:	  
This	  great	  Prayer	  venture	  which	  takes	  place	  on	  the	  first	  day	  of	  every	  month	  
at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	   St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  has	  been	  growing	   in	   leaps	  
and	   bounds.	   People	   come	   from	   different	   parts	   of	   the	   country	   especially	  
from	  the	  South-‐East	  to	  participate	  in	  this	  spiritual	  prayer	  exercise.	  It	  starts	  
every	   year	  with	   a	   special	   edition	   tagged	   “Prophetic	   Prayer	  Breakfast”	   on	  
January	  1.	  Those	  who	  are	  residing	  very	  faraway	  places	  both	  in	  Nigeria,	  and	  
diaspora	  who	  don't	  have	  the	  opportunity	  of	  participating	  in	  the	  programme	  
every	   month,	   make	   maximum	   use	   of	   the	   January	   edition.	   God	   has	   been	  
visiting	  His	  people	   through	   this	  programme.	  Another	   special	  edition	   takes	  
place	  on	  October	   1,	  which	   is	   known	  as	  “Freedom	  Prayer	  Breakfast”.	   It	   is	  
usually	   a	   time	   to	   fervently	   pray	   for	   our	   dear	   country,	   Nigeria,	   and	   also	  
celebrate	  the	  grace	  and	  mercy	  of	  God	  to	  our	  country.	  Every	  year,	  the	  Prayer	  
Breakfast	   is	   concluded	   through	  organized	   special	   thanksgiving	  by	   families,	  
individuals,	   Churches,	   Archdeaconries	   on	  December	   1,	  which	   is	   known	   as	  
Prayer	  Breakfast	  of	  Thanksgiving.	  It	  has	  been	  very	  awesome,	  impactful	  and	  
Memorable.	  It	  is	  not	  just	  an	  Anglican	  event.	  Various	  Church	  denominations	  
participate	  in	  that	  gracious	  move	  of	  God.	  To	  God	  alone	  belong	  all	  the	  praise	  
and	  adoration.	  

	  	  

	   TRUMPET	  AND	  TRIUMPHANT	  NIGHT:	  
This	  is	  our	  annual	  Diocesan	  Praise	  and	  Worship	  night	  with	  which	  we	  usually	  
wind	  up	  each	  year.	  The	  2015	  edition	  of	  this	  Glorious	  Programme	  took	  place	  
on	  Friday	  11th	  December,	  2015	  at	   the	  Cathedral	   field,	  Amichi.	   The	  Theme	  
was,	  “Holy	  Praise,	  Holistic	  Miracles”.	   The	   attendance	   to	   the	   event	   grows	  
greatly	  as	  year	  succeeds	  to	  year.	  In	  the	  sermon	  that	  night,	  the	  Bishop	  made	  
the	  enthusiastic	  congregants	  to	  know	  that	  righteous	  living;	  sacrificial	  giving;	  
and	   singing	   of	   praises	   to	   God	   are	   three	   things	   that	   specially	   draw	   God's	  
attention	   to	   a	   man's	   life,	   and	   circumstances.	   According	   to	   him,	   Praise	   is	  
singing	   God's	   graciousness,	   greatness,	   providence,	   compassion,	  
forgiveness,	   testimony,	   and	   kindness.	   The	   event	   featured	   notable	   gospel	  
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singers	   like	   Bro.	   Israel	   Anyanele,	   Sis.	   Amara	   Ezeihesie,	   Bro.	   Ugochukwu	  
Igwebuike,	  and	  Bro.	  Ebere	  Ezeani.	  The	  Destiny	  Fulfillers	  Mass	  Choir	  of	  our	  
Diocese	  also	  featured	  wonderfully.	  

	   FIRST	  BORNS'	  NIGHT:	  
On	  Friday	  6th	  November,	  2015,	  this	  special	  group	  of	  people	  gathered	  again	  
from	  all	  walks	  of	  life	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  for	  2015	  
edition	   of	   the	   Firstborns'	   Night.	   The	   sermon	   topic	   that	   night	   was	  
“Recovering	   Your	   Birthright.”	   The	   programme	   which	   started	   at	   9.00pm	  
witnessed	   a	   massive	   turn	   out	   of	   first	   sons	   and	   daughters	   from	   various	  
states	  of	  the	  federation.	  The	  Preacher	  in	  his	  sermon	  emphasized	  that	  every	  
firstborn	  has	  a	  wonderful	  destiny	  and	  a	  pride	  of	  place	  in	   life.	  According	  to	  
him,	   any	   family	   whose	   firstborn	   is	   focused	   and	   organized	   cannot	   be	  
disorganized	   by	   the	   devil.	   Citing	   the	   instances	   of	   Esau,	   and	   Reuben,	   he	  
warned	   firstborns	   to	   be	   very	   careful	   how	   they	   handle	   their	   privileged	  
position,	   because	  when	   this	   position	  with	   its	   attendant	   blessings	   are	   lost	  
through	  carelessness	  and	  sinfulness,	   it	   is	  always	  a	  costly	  error	  too	  difficult	  
to	  correct	  and	  recover.	  

	  	  
He	   maintained	   that	   the	   only	   roadmaps	   to	   recovery	   are	   repentance,	  
righteousness,	   and	   fervent	   prayers.	   Many	   participants	   surrendered	   their	  
lives	   to	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ.	   The	   Bishop	   drilled	   the	   people	   through	  
aggressive,	  fervent	  and	  meaningful	  prayer	  sessions	  for	  the	  recovery	  of	  their	  
birthright	   for	   those	  who	  might	  have	   lost	   theirs,	   and	  prayer	  of	   sustenance	  
for	  those	  who	  haven't	  lost	  theirs.	  The	  2016	  edition	  comes	  up	  on	  Friday	  4th	  
November,	  2016.	  

	   2015	  ADVENT	  ORDINATION:	  
Last	  year's	  Advent	  Ordination	  Service	  took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  13th	  December,	  
2015	  at	  St.	  Stephen's	  Anglican	  Church,	  Osumenyi.	  Three	  new	  deacons	  that	  
were	  made	  are:	  

i.	   Revd	  Francisco	  Agbasionwe	  

ii.	   Revd	  Chukwudi	  Daniel	  Chetachukwu	  

iii.	   Revd	  Chinedu	  Nelson	  Mbabie.	  
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The	  following	  deacons	  were	  ordained	  Priests:	  

	  	  

i.	   Revd.	  Ugonna	  Ifeanyichukwu	  Nwagu.	  

ii.	   Revd.	  Chukwunosno	  Nobert	  Okafor.	  

iii.	   Revd.	  Chinaza	  Nnamdi	  Unozor.	  

	  	  
The	  retreatant	  was	  Rt.	  Revd.	  Samuel	  C.A.	  Chukwuka.	  We	  pray	  the	  almighty	  
God	  to	  give	  these	  young	  and	  dynamic	  servants	  of	  His	  the	  divine	  enablement	  
to	  be	  faithful	  to	  their	  calling,	  and	  oath	  of	  office.	  

	   WIDOW'S	  CHRISTMAS	  PARTY:	  
This	  exercise	  which	  we	  have	  consistently	  pursued	  with	  great	  vigour	  as	  part	  
of	  our	  welfare	  evangelism	  outreach	  has	  in	  no	  small	  measure	  brought	  succor	  
to	   the	   concerned	   group.	   The	   2015	   edition	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Widow's	  
Christmas	   Party	  was	   celebrated	   on	   21st	   December,	   2015	   at	   the	   Cathedral	  
Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   Over	   eight	   hundred	   widows	   were	   in	  
attendance.	   The	   Bishop	   in	   the	   company	   of	   other	   priests	   in	   our	   diocese	  
ministered	   to	   the	   widows	   and	   prayed	   for	   them.	   It	   has	   always	   been	   an	  
inspiring	  and	  encouraging	  experience	  to	  witness	  the	  relief	  and	  joy	  brought	  
to	  the	  lives	  of	  the	  downtrodden	  through	  this	  simple	  and	  singular	  exercise.	  
The	  party	  witnessed	  a	  better	  organization	  this	  time	  as	  widows	  from	  all	  the	  
parishes	   were	  methodically	   attended	   to	   without	  much	   challenges	   as	   had	  
been	  the	  case	  in	  the	  previous	  year.	  The	  priority	  focus	  in	  the	  last	  edition	  of	  
the	  party	  was	  on	  Anglican	  widows	  from	  all	  parishes	  in	  our	  diocese.	  Let	  me	  
at	   this	   point	   thank	   and	   appreciate	   all	   the	   individuals	   and	   Churches	   who	  
willingly	   supported	   the	   exercise	   through	   the	   freewill	   donations.	   As	   usual,	  
the	  widows	  were	  sumptuously	  fed,	  and	  they	  went	  home	  with	  a	  half	  bag	  of	  
rice	   each,	   and	   some	   tins	   of	   tomatoes.	   The	  Women	  Organisation	   through	  
the	   President,	   Dame	   Nkem	   Ikeakor	   need	   special	   commendation	   for	   their	  
sacrificial	  commitment	  financially	  towards	  the	  success	  of	  the	  exercise.	  
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I	   still	   want	   to	   passionately	   appeal	   to	   our	   members	   to	   cue	   into	   this	   soul	  
enriching	   and	   hope	   restoring	   outreach.	   People	   are	   in	   very	   pitiable	  
circumstances,	   and	   your	   one	   bag	   of	   rice,	   and	   a	   carton	   of	   tomatoes,	   or	  
wrapper	  can	  save	  a	  lot	  of	  lives	  this	  year.	  
	  	  
	  	  

CHURCH	  WORKERS'	  AND	  WIVES'	  END	  OF	  THE	  YEAR	  PARTY:	  

This	  event	  for	  2015	  took	  place	  in	  the	  Bishopscourt	  on	  22nd	  December,	  2015.	  It	   is	  
always	  a	  time	  when	  Church	  workers	  and	  their	  wives	  share	  various	  testimonies	  of	  
God's	  goodness	  upon	   their	   lives,	   families,	  and	  ministries.	  The	  Bishop	  decided	   to	  
graciously	  restore	  the	  exercise	  through	  the	  appeal	  of	  Mama	  Amichi	  Diocese,	  after	  
it	   was	   suspended	   in	   2014.	   This	   was	   to	   the	   much	   delight	   and	   relief	   of	   Church	  
workers	   and	   their	   families.	   As	   usual,	   Church	  workers	  went	   home	  with	   assorted	  
Christmas	  gift	  items	  including	  bags	  of	  rice,	  cartons	  of	  tomatoes	  and	  groundnut	  oil.	  
We	  are	  anxiously	  looking	  forward	  to	  that	  time	  when	  members	  of	  our	  diocese	  will	  
see	  the	  need	  to	  provide	   for,	  and	  take	  care	  of	   their	  priests,	  and	  Church	  workers.	  
There	   are	   great	   rewards	   and	   blessings	   in	   taking	   care	   of	   God's	   Priests,	   and	  
Ministers.	  

2016	  CHURCH	  WORKERS	  AND	  WIVES	  SET-‐APART:	  

It	  has	  become	  a	  traditional	  practice	   in	  our	  diocese	  for	  Church	  workers	  and	  their	  
wives	  to	  begin	  the	  year	  by	  seeking	  the	  face	  of	  God	  for	  inspiration	  and	  direction	  in	  
their	  lives,	  families,	  and	  ministries.	  This	  year's	  set	  apart	  took	  from	  Thursday	  21st	  to	  
Saturday	  23rd,	  2016	  at	  St.	  Peter's	  Anglican	  Church,	  Umudim,	  Amichi.	  The	  theme	  of	  
the	   retreat	   was,	   “Dare	   to	   be	   a	   Daniel.”	   The	   theme	   talk	   was	   handled	   by	   Ven.	  
Arinze	  Anene.	  He	  ministered	  to	  us	  for	  three	  days	  of	  the	  programme.	  The	  retreat	  
was	  preceded	  each	  day	  by	  a	  Eucharistic	  Service.	  Ven.	  Prof.	  Samuel	   Ike	  spoke	  on	  
“Avoiding	   the	   Bandwagon	   Spirit	   in	   Ministry,	   and	   Overcoming	   Ministerial	  
Harzards	   and	  Pitfalls.”	   The	  Bible	   Study	   facilitator	  was	  Revd	  Canon	  Goddy	   Iloka.	  
This	   year's	   retreat	  was	  deeply	   spiritual,	   challenging,	   and	   rewarding.	   It	   also	   gave	  
the	  workers	  and	  wives	  the	  opportunity	  to	  pray	   for	   their	  personal	   lives,	  ministry,	  
and	  the	  Diocese	  in	  general.	  
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2016	  COVENANT	  SUNDAY:	  

The	   2016	   edition	   of	   our	   Diocesan	   Covenant	   Sunday	   was	   held	   on	   Sunday	   31st	  
January,	  2016	  at	  the	  cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  The	  theme	  was	  “GO	  
FORWARD.”	  Exploring	  the	  theme,	  the	  bishop	  gave	  ten	  different	  meanings	  of	  ‘Go	  
Forward'	  thus:	  

(a)	   Be	  Progressive.	  

(b)	   Continue	  to	  advance.	  

(c)	   Be	  in	  the	  lead	  (in	  all	  things).	  

(d)	   Go	  ahead	  of	  others.	  

(e)	   Be	  futuristic	  and	  Proactive.	  

(f)	   Don't	  be	  stagnant.	  

(g)	   Don't	  limit	  yourself	  where	  you	  are.	  

(h)	   Refuse	  intimidations,	  and	  distractions.	  

(i)	   Resolve	  to	  excel.	  

	  	  

The	  Bishop	  charged	  Christians	  to	  fight	  against	  the	  six	  monsters	  that	  inhibit	  them	  
from	  Going	  Forward	  in	  life	  by	  doing	  the	  following:	  

i.	   Always	  make	  sure	  that	  it	  is	  God	  who	  is	  leading	  you.	  

ii.	   Always	  be	  determined,	  and	  discover	  the	  source	  of	  your	  problem.	  

iii.	   Make	  sure	  you	  replace	  fear	  with	  faith.	  

iv.	   Detach	  your	  attention	  from	  your	  problem.	  

v.	   Act	  always	  on	  the	  Word	  and	  Instruction	  of	  God.	  

vi.	   Be	  very	  sure	  to	  return	  all	  the	  Praise	  and	  Glory	  to	  God.	  
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Many	  Testimonies	  were	  given	   from	  God's	  visitations	   in	   last	  year's	  edition	  of	   the	  
programme.	   Large	  number	  of	  people	  attended	   the	  programme	   from	  within	  and	  
outside	  the	  diocese.	  By	  the	  special	  grace	  of	  God,	  many	  attendees	  gave	  their	  lives	  
to	  Christ	  Jesus	  by	  answering	  altar	  call.	  

	  	  

	  	  

DIOCESAN	  COMBINED	  LENTEN	  MEDITATION:	  

Every	   lenten	   season	   is	   an	   opportunity	   for	   joint	   fellowship	   in	   our	   diocese.	   It	  
provides	   us	  with	   the	   opportunity	   for	   corporate	   prayers	   and	  meditations	   on	   the	  
key	  lessons	  of	  the	  season,	  and	  other	  relevant	  issues	  as	  God	  directs.	  This	  year,	  the	  
combined	  lenten	  meditations	  were	  held	  at	  the	  following	  Church	  Locations:	  

	  	  
a.	   17th	   February,	   2016	   –	   St.	   Stephen's	   Church,	   Osumenyi,	   Ven.	   David	  

Nonyelum	  preached	  on	  “The	  Cost	  of	  Discipleship”.	  

	  	  
b.	   24th	   	   February,	   2016	   –	   Immanuel	   Church,	   Akwaihedi.	   Ven.	  

Chukwuebuka	   Chukwuemeka	   spoke	   on,	   “Resisting	   every	   wind	   of	  
Doctrine”.	  

	  	  
c.	   2nd	   March,	   2016	   –	   St.	   Simon's	   Church,	   Ezinifite.	   Ven.	   Chika	   Mbeyi	  

preached	  on,	  “Beware	  of	  False	  Prophets”.	  

	  	  
d.	   9th	   March,	   2016	   –	   Christ	   Church,	   Amichi.	   Revd	   Canon	   Franklin	  

Chukwudozie's	  sermon	  was	  on	  “Take	  heed	  what	  you	  hear.”	  

	  	  
e.	   16th	   March,	   2016	   –	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   His	  

Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Ephraim	  O.	   Ikeakor	  preached	  on	  “First	  Thing	  
First”.	  The	  Bishop	  maintained	  in	  his	  sermon	  that	  God	  is	  God	  of	  Order	  



374	  
	  

and	   Principles.	   According	   to	   him,	   seeking	   the	   kingdom	  of	  God,	   and	  
His	   righteousness	   remains	   the	   first	   thing	   every	   child	   of	   God	   must	  
pursue	   as	   God's	   first	   and	  major	   priority.	   The	   Bishop	   regretted	   that	  
today,	   majority	   of	   the	   people	   in	   the	   Church	   are	   only	   interested	   in	  
miracles,	   prosperity,	   protection	   and	   provisions	   at	   the	   expense	   of	  
God's	   righteous	   demand	   and	   will.	   He	   said	   that	   God	   will	   ordinarily	  
bring	   the	   good	   things	   of	   life	   to	   His	   Children	   who	   seek	   Him	   whole	  
heartedly.	  The	  Bishop	  as	  his	  tradition	  has	  been	  in	  every	  last	  edition	  of	  
the	  Lenten	  meditation	  took	  the	  opportunity	  to	  pronounce	  episcopal	  
blessings	  on	  the	  congregation.	  

	  	  

	  	  

	  	  

SPECIAL	  VALENTINE	  BANQUET:	  

This	   year's	   Valentine	   Banquet	   was	   organized	   specifically	   for	   young	   people	  
between	   the	   ages	   of	   twelve	   and	   forty	   (12-‐40).	   It	   took	   place	   on	   Saturday	   13th	  
February,	  2016	  at	  the	  Cathedral	   field,	  Amichi.	   It	  was	  massively	  attended	  as	  over	  
one	  thousand	  two	  hundred	  youths	  from	  different	  states	  converged	  for	  the	  event.	  
The	  Bishop	  spoke	  on	  “Eating	  Your	  Dinner	  at	  Breakfast.”	  He	  seriously	  challenged	  
and	  charged	  the	  youths	   to	  set	   their	  priorities	   right	   if	   they	  are	  going	   to	  actualize	  
their	   potentials	   and	   destinies	   in	   life.	   It	   was	   actually	   mind	   blowing	   and	   very	  
fulfilling	  to	  see	  multitude	  of	  young	  people	  who	  gave	  their	  lives	  to	  Christ	  Jesus.	  We	  
continue	  to	  appeal	  sincerely	  to	  parents,	  and	  adults	  of	  our	  Church	  to	  join	  us	  in	  this	  
crusade	   of	   rescuing	   our	   Youths	   by	   being	   part	   of	   the	   sponsorship	   of	   the	  
programme.	  The	  Diocese	  spends	  not	  less	  than	  two	  million	  naira	  (N2m)	  each	  year	  
in	  organizing	  this	  banquet.	  The	  Bishop	  has	  promised	  the	  Youths	  that	  next	  year's	  
Valentine	   Banquet	   will	   be	   more	   superb	   and	   grand.	   This	   means	   more	   financial	  
involvement.	   That	  of	  next	   year	  will	   take	  place	  on	   Saturday	  11th	   February,	   2017.	  
There	  will	  be	  drama	  presentation,	  special	  feature	  of	  gospel	  Singers,	  a	  lot	  of	  eating	  
and	  drinking,	  great	  venue	  decoration.	  
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SPECIAL	  COUPLES	  BANQUET:	  

On	  Sunday	  14th	  February,	  2016,	  the	  Diocese	  organized	  a	  special	  Valentine	  Couples	  
Banquet	  for	  the	  married	  only.	  This	  attracted	  another	  massive	  gathering	  of	  couples	  
from	   all	   walks	   of	   life.	   The	   Bishop	   preached	   on	   the	   topic,	   “What	   Really	   went	  
Wrong?”	  The	  occasion	  witnessed	  the	  healing	  and	  restoration	  of	  many	  marriages	  
and	   homes.	   All	   the	   participants	   were	   fed	   through	   buffet.	   It	   was	   an	   enthralling	  
experience	   for	   all	   who	   attended.	   Other	   highlights	   of	   the	   occasion	   include	   the	  
couples'	   intimacy	   test,	   and	   Life	   transforming	   drama	   presentation.	   The	   2017	  
Special	   Couples'	   Banquet	   comes	   up	   on	   Sunday	   12th	   February.	   You	   are	   highly	  
invited	  and	  expected.	  

	  	  

SPECIAL	  PALM	  SUNDAY	  OUTREACH	  WITH	  KNIGHTS,	  LADIES,	  AND	  LAY	  READERS:	  

The	   Bishop	   worshipped	   at	   St.	   Jude's	   Church,	   Akala	   Ezinifte	   with	   the	   Diocesan	  
Council	  of	  Knights/Ladies,	  and	  Diocesan	  Lay	  readers	  on	  Sunday	  20th	  March,	  2016.	  
This	   is	  one	  of	  our	  very	  small	  feeder	  Churches	  which	  still	  worships	  in	  a	  member's	  
private	   residence.	   Let	   me	   specially	   thank	   and	   appreciate	   the	   few	   Knights	   that	  
attended	  the	  service.	  Our	  Lay	  readers	  deserve	  very	  wonderful	  commendation	  for	  
turning	  up	  en	  mass.	  May	  the	  good	  Lord	  continue	  to	  bless	  all	  of	  you	  who	  deemed	  it	  
very	   fit	   to	  answer	   the	  bishop's	  macedonian	  call.	   I	  must	  confess	   that	   the	  Knights	  
that	  came	  really	  encouraged	  us	   through	  their	  sacrificial	  donation	  to	  support	   the	  
Church	  building	  project	  which	  will	  commence	  before	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year.	   In	  the	  
sermon,	   the	   bishop	   examined	   the	   various	   roles	   played	   by	   the	   Palm	   Sunday	  
congregation.	  The	  title	  of	  the	  sermon	  was,	  “Characters	  around	  the	  Palm	  Sunday”.	  
These	  characters	  included	  Jesus	  Himself,	  Christ's	  disciples;	  the	  owners	  of	  the	  Colt;	  
the	  multitude;	   and	   then	   the	   Pharisees.	   The	  Bishop	  pointed	   out	   that	   apart	   from	  
the	  pharisees	  and	  chief	  priests,	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  characters	  played	  very	  supportive	  
and	  positive	  roles.	  He	  challenged	  the	  congregation	  to	  examine	  their	  contributions	  
towards	   the	   expansion	   of	   God's	   Kingdom.	   May	   I	   appeal	   passionately	   to	   our	  
Knights	   and	   their	   ladies	   to	   rise	   up	   to	   the	   oath	   they	   took	   on	   their	   investiture	  
service.	  We	   are	   not	   encouraged	   at	   all	   by	   the	   non-‐challant	   and	   non-‐	   committed	  
attitude	  of	  many	  of	  our	  Knights.	  Our	  patience	  and	  pastoral	  disposition	  should	  not	  
be	  mistaken	  for	  weakness.	  	  
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2016	  NIGHT	  OF	  EVIDENCE:	  

The	  Night	  of	   Evidence	  Programme	   for	  2016	   took	  place	  as	  usual	  on	  Good	  Friday	  
25th	   March,	   2016	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   	   Andrew's	   field,	   Amichi.	   As	  
expected.	   It	  attracted	  an	  over	  whelming	  crowd	  who	  thronged	  the	  arena	  seeking	  
God,	  and	  His	  mercy.	  The	  theme	  for	  this	  year's	  programme	  was,	  “Whosoever	  and	  
Whatsoever”,	   taken	   from	   John	   5:4.	   In	   his	   sermon,	   the	   Bishop	  maintained	   that	  
salvation	  is	  open	  to	  whoever	  is	  willing	  to	  forsake	  his/her	  sins	  and	  come	  to	  Jesus.	  
He	  also	  echoed	  that	  God	  through	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  is	  able	  to	  solve	  whatever	  
problem	  anyone	  will	  bring	  to	  him	  in	  faith.	  According	  to	  the	  Bishop,	  all	  men	  have	  
equal	   opportunity	   of	   receiving	  God's	  mercy	   and	   grace	   at	   all	   times	   so	   far	  we	  do	  
that	   by	   obeying	   the	   word	   and	   voice	   of	   God.	  Many	   people	   gave	   testimonies	   of	  
God's	  great	  visitations	  and	  miracles	  to	  them	  as	  a	  result	  of	  last	  year's	  edition.	  The	  
programme	   featured	   powerful	   prayer	   sessions	   addressing	   different	   cases	   of	  
people	  in	  the	  programme.	  The	  greatest	  highlight	  of	  the	  programme	  was	  the	  great	  
crowd	   of	   participants	   who	   willingly	   surrendered	   their	   lives	   to	   Christ	   Jesus.	   We	  
continue	  to	  bless	  the	  Lord	  for	  all	  His	  wonderful	  works	  among	  His	  people.	  

	  	  

WAILING	  WOMEN	  PRAYER	  SUMMIT:	  

The	   2016	   edition	   of	   this	   special	   gathering	   of	  women,	   ladies,	   and	   young	   girls	   in	  
copious	   prayer	   and	   intercessions	   took	   place	   from	   Thursday	   12th	   to	   Sunday	   15th	  
May,	  2016	  at	  the	  Cathedral.	  This	  year's	  Wailing	  Women	  Prayer	  Summit	  witnessed	  
monumental	   upsurge	   in	   attendance.	   As	   usual,	   women	   and	   ladies	   came	   from	  
different	   states	  of	   the	   federation	   to	   attend	   the	  programme.	   The	   theme	   for	   this	  
year's	   programme	  was,	  “The	  Time	   to	  Pray	   is	  Now”.	   Indeed	   the	  women	  poured	  
out	  their	  hearts	  in	  ceaseless	  prayers	  throughout	  the	  duration	  of	  the	  programme.	  
Sundry	  issues	  concerning	  Families,	  Marriages,	  Careers,	  Health,	  Finances	  of	  people,	  
Destinies	  of	  our	  Youths,	  Employment,	  etc	  were	  meaningfully	  handled	  in	  Prayers.	  
Seasoned	   Priests	   within	   and	   outside	   our	   Diocese	   ministered	   to	   the	   women	  
alongside	  the	  Bishop.	  They	   include	  –Ven.	  Chika	  Mbeyi,	  Ven.	  Prosper	  Amah,	  Ven.	  
Chukwuebuka	  Chukwuemeka.	  

	  	  

A	  great	  number	  of	  the	  attendees	  surrendered	  and	  re-‐dedicated	  their	  lives	  to	  our	  
Lord	   Jesus	   Christ.	  When	   the	   number	   of	   testifiers	   became	   too	   numerous	   on	   the	  
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last	   day	   being	   Sunday	   of	   God's	   wonderful	   Miracles	   and	   visitations	   from	   2015	  
edition,	  only	  thirty-‐two	  (32)	  were	  allowed	  to	  come	  out	  and	  give	  their	  testimonies,	  
while	   others	   were	   asked	   to	   dance	   to	   the	   Altar	   to	   prove	   that	   God	   still	   answers	  
prayers,	  and	  does	  Miracles	  in	  a	  very	  simple	  way.	  It	  was	  indeed	  a	  glorious	  time	  of	  
Spiritual	  encounter.	  

KNIGHTHOOD	  INVESTITURE:	  

It	  can	  be	  recalled	  that	  the	  last	  Knighthood	  investiture	  done	  in	  this	  diocese	  was	  in	  
2010.	   The	   diocese	   did	   the	   second	   investiture	   into	   the	   Knighthood	   Order	   of	   St.	  
Christopher,	  and	  Lady	  of	  Bethany	  on	  the	  29th	  March,	  2016	  [Tuesday	  of	  Easter]	  at	  
The	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  A	  total	  of	  Thirty	   (30)	  persons	  were	  
investitured	   in	   the	   service	   comprising	   of	   twenty-‐seven	   (27)	   as	   Knights	   of	   St.	  
Christopher,	   with	   their	   auxiliary	   ladies,	   while	   three	   (3)	   persons	   were	   invested	  
Dames	   in	   the	   same	  service.	   It	  was	  actually	  a	   joyous	  and	  colourful	  occasion.	  The	  
new	   Knights,	   their	   families	   and	   friends	   donated	   generously	   towards	   the	  
development	  projects	  of	  the	  diocese.	  Our	  earnest	  expectation	  and	  prayer	  for	  the	  
new	  Knights	  is	  that	  God	  will	  grant	  them	  the	  grace	  to	  live	  up	  to	  the	  oaths	  and	  vows	  
they	  took	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  name.	  May	  we	  also	  remind	  those	  who	  made	  pledges	  to	  
try	  very	  hard	  to	  redeem	  same	  before	  the	  expiration	  of	  the	  deadline	  in	  December	  
this	  year.	  

	  	  

	  	  

DIOCESAN	  ENDOWMENT	  FUND	  LAUNCHING:	  

The	  Bishop,	   his	  wife,	  Dame	  Nkem	   Ikeakor,	   and	   all	   the	  Archdeacons	  worshipped	  
with	  members	  of	  Amichi	  Diocese	  in	  Lagos	  on	  Sunday	  8th	  November,	  2015	  to	  raise	  
funds	   to	   endow	   the	  Diocese.	   The	   service	   took	   place	   at	   the	   Trade	   Fair	   Complex	  
Lagos,	   and	   witnessed	   a	   large	   turnout	   of	   our	   members	   who	   gave	   willingly	   and	  
sacrificially	   for	   the	   sustenance	   of	   the	  Diocese.	   As	  we	   thank	   all	   our	  members	   in	  
Lagos	  generally	  who	  partook	  in	  the	  exercise,	  let	  me	  specially	  appreciate	  and	  laud	  
the	  efforts	  of	  the	  planning	  committee	  who	  passed	  through	  waters,	  and	  fire	  to	  see	  
to	   the	   success	  of	   the	   exercise.	   The	   almighty	   and	   gracious	  God	  will	   never	   forget	  
your	   labour	  of	   love	   towards	  Him	  and	  His	  Church.	  All	  of	   you	   in	   Lagos	  who	  made	  
that	  day	  worthwhile,	   the	  omniscient	  God	  who	   is	   also	   Jehovah	   Jireh	  must	   surely	  
bless	   and	   replenish	   you	   immensely	   in	   Jesus	   Christ	   Name.	   Amen.	   Please	   let	   us	  
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softly	   remind	   all	   who	   made	   pledges	   that	   our	   deadline	   for	   redemption	   in	  
November,	  2016.	  	  

BISHOP'S	  50TH	  BIRTHDAY	  CELEBRATION:	  

By	  the	  special	  mercy	  of	  our	  merciful	  God,	  the	  Bishop	  turned	  fifty	  (50)	  on	  4th	  May,	  
2016	   which	   is	   his	   actual	   birthday,	   but	   the	   major	   celebration	   took	   place	   on	  
Saturday	   7th	   May,	   2016.	   That	   day	   will	   ever	   remain	   indelible	   in	   our	   memories	  
because	  of	  the	  flambouyant	  show	  of	  love,	  appreciation	  and	  solidarity	  from	  all	  and	  
sundry.	   Distinguished	   guests	   and	   dignitaries	   came	   from	   across	   the	   country	   to	  
grace	  the	  occasion.	  May	  I	  personally	  and	  specially	  thank	  the	  Executive	  Governor	  
of	   Anambra	   State,	   His	   Excellency,	   Chief	   Dr.	  Willies	   Obiano	   for	   his	   rare	   show	   of	  
love	  and	  friendship	  he	  demonstrated	  that	  day.	  Your	  Excellency,	  all	  we	  can	  say	   is	  
that	   you	   really	  made	   our	   day.	  May	   the	   good	  God	   continue	   to	   bless,	   direct	   and	  
protect	   you.	   The	   Chairman	   of	   the	   occasion,	   who	   was	   the	   former	   Minister	   of	  
Power,	   and	   former	   Vice	   Chancellor	   of	   University	   of	   Nigeria,	   Nsukka,	   Ven.	   Prof.	  
Chinedu	   Nebo	   deserves	   very	   special	   thanks	   from	   us.	   The	   galaxy	   of	   our	  
Archbishops,	  Bishops,	  and	  their	  wives	  present	  on	  that	  day	  was	  both	  intimidating	  
and	  encouraging.	  We	  were	  simply	  overwhelmed	  by	  what	  we	  saw	  during	  and	  even	  
after	  the	  event.	  I	  cannot	  afford	  to	  forget	  thanking	  their	  Excellencies,	  Dame	  Virgy	  
Etiaba,	   and	   Chief	   Sir	   Peter	   Gregory	   Obi,	   former	   governor	   of	   our	   State	   for	   their	  
solidarity	   and	   attendance.	   The	  Deputy	  Governor,	   Dr.	   Nkem	  Okeke	   and	   his	   dear	  
wife	   deserve	   our	   recognition.	   The	   royal	   fathers	   also	   surprised	   us	   with	   their	  
presence.	   The	   occasion	   also	   witnessed	   the	   presentation,	   and	   launching	   of	   our	  
book,	   “THE	   CARELESS	   CHILDREN	  OF	  A	   CAREFUL	  GOD”.	  We	   don't	   know	   how	   to	  
thank	  all	   the	  dignitaries	  and	  personalities	   that	  came	  and	  encouraged	  us	  on	   that	  
day,	  but	  the	  God	  we	  serve	  will	  unfailingly	  bless	  all	  of	  you	  mightily	  in	  Jesus	  Christ,	  
Name.	  

	  	  

The	  presentation	  of	  a	  KIA	  SORENTO	  Jeep	  to	  us	  by	  the	  Diocese	  is	  yet	  another	  mind	  
blowing	   encouragement	   especially	   as	   it	  was	   done	  without	   any	   undue	   influence	  
and	  duress.	  Thank	  you	  all!	  Thank	  you	  all	  and	  thank	  you	  all!!!	  May	  our	  celebrations	  
be	  consummated	  in	  God's	  kingdom	  on	  that	  great	  day	  of	  our	  ultimate	  redemption.	  
The	  Planning	  Committee	  is	  highly	  appreciated.	  
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WOMEN	  ORGANISATIONS:	  

We	   shall	   continue	   to	   thank	   the	  Women	  Organisations	   ably	   led	   by	   Dame	  Nkem	  
Ikeakor.	  They	  have	  been	  great	  pillars	  of	  support,	  motivation	  and	  encouragement	  
to	   the	  Churches,	  parishes,	  archdeaconries,	  and	  the	  diocese.	  Their	  weekly	  prayer	  
gathering	   known	   as	   “Kneeling	   in	   His	   Presence”	   is	   going	   on	   actively	   in	   many	  
Churches	  in	  the	  Diocese	  every	  Saturday.	  This	  one	  year,	  they	  have	  organized	  some	  
spiritual	   rertreats	  and	   seminar	  among	   themselves.	  Their	  2015	  Diocesan	  Women	  
Conference	  was	  a	  huge	  success,	  not	  just	  because	  of	  the	  volume	  of	  money	  realized	  
in	  the	  event,	  but	  also	  by	  the	  level	  of	  sound	  spiritual	  activities	  and	  fervent	  prayer	  
sessions	  that	  engendered	  testimonies	  among	  them.	  The	  women	  spent	  very	  large	  
sum	  of	  money	  in	  sponsoring	  the	  feeding	  of	  all	  the	  widows	  in	  last	  year's	  Diocesan	  
Widow's	   Christmas	   Party.	   They	   also	   bought	   all	   the	   tin	   tomatoes	   shared	   to	   the	  
widows.	   They	   have	   been	   very	   prompt	   and	   faithful	   in	   the	   payment	   of	   their	  
assessment	  to	  the	  Diocese.	  	  

	  	  

During	  the	  Wailing	  Women	  Prayer	  Summit,	  the	  women	  were	  responsible	  for	  the	  
wide	  publicity	   given	   for	   the	  Programme.	  They	   took	   the	  publicity	   rally	   to	  Nnewi,	  
Nnobi,	   Igboukwu,	   Uga,	   and	   all	   the	   towns	   in	   the	   diocese.	   The	   climax	   of	   their	  
project	  is	  their	  courageous	  embarking	  of	  building	  a	  Table	  Water,	  and	  sachet	  water	  
factory	   at	   Unubi.	   This	   is	   a	   very	   gigantic	   state-‐of-‐the-‐art	   factory	  which	   as	   at	   the	  
time	  of	  writing	  this	  address	  has	  gulped	  over	  Seventy-‐five	  Million	  naira	  (N75m).	  All	  
the	   machines	   for	   the	   table	   and	   sachet	   water	   production	   have	   been	   procured	  
waiting	   for	   installation.	   The	   borehole	   and	   two	   giant	   stantion	   tanks	   have	   been	  
completed.	  One	  water	  tanker,	  one	  truck,	  and	  one	  industrial	  cabin	  lorry	  have	  been	  
bought.	  A	  storey	  building	  for	  key	  staff	  members	  is	  also	  being	  built	  simultaneously	  
with	   the	   factory	  building.	  Hopefully	   the	  water	  will	   be	  used	  during	   the	  Diocesan	  
Women	  Conference.	  The	  amount	  quoted	  above	  is	  less	  the	  cost	  of	  the	  five	  plots	  of	  
land	  wherein	  the	  factory	  is	  located.	  
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CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSIONS:	  

Below	   are	   the	   statistics	   for	   Confirmation,	   and	   Admissions	   into	  Mothers'	   Union,	  
Women's	  Guild,	  Girls'	  Guild,	  and	  Men's	  Christian	  Fellowship	  within	  the	  one	  year	  
under	  review:	  
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2015/2016	  STATISTICS	  OF	  CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSIONS	  	  

S/N	   	  	  

NAME	  OF	  CHURCHES	  

	  	  

DATES	  

CONFIRMATION	   GIRLS'	  	  

GUILD	  

WOMEN'S	  

GUILD	  

MOTHERS'	  

UNION	  

	  	  

AMCF	  

	  	  

OFFERING	  
1.	   HOLY	  TRINITY	  CHURCH,	  UTUH.	   	  	  

31/5/2015	  

	  	  

19	  

	  	  

4	  

	  	  

3	  

	  	  

1	  

	  	  

-‐-‐-‐-‐	  

	  	  

	  9,860.00	  
2.	   CHRIST	  CHURCH,	  AMICHI.	   19/7/2015	   21	   5	   2	   -‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   13,445.00	  
3.	   ST.	  JAMES	  CHURCH,	  AZIGBO.	   26/7/2015	   10	   4	   3	   3	   -‐-‐-‐	   27,780.00	  
4.	   ST.	  PETER'S	  CHURCH,	  AMICHI.	   6/9/2015	   19	   4	   3	   2	   2	   25,340.00	  
5.	   CHRIST	   ANGLICAN	   CHURCH,	  

OSUMENYI.	  
20/9/2015	   9	   6	   2	   4	   -‐-‐-‐	   	  	  8,955.00	  

6.	   ST.	   PHILIP'S	   CHURCH,	   EZIAMA	  
AMICHI.	  

15/11/2015	   	  	  

20	  

9	   3	   1	   3	   17,855.00	  

7.	   MASTER'S	   VESSEL	   SEMINARY,	  
OSUMENYI.	  

18/11/2015	   	  	  

67	  

-‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   31,260.00	  

8.	   CATHEDRAL	   CHURCH	   OF	   ST.	  
ANDREW,	  AMICHI.	  

29/11/2015	   	  	  

21	  

4	   5	   -‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   26,095.00	  

9.	   HOLY	   CHILD	   CONVENT,	  
AMICHI.	  

2/12/2015	   	  	  

60	  

34	   -‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   25,430.00	  

10.	   ST.	   ANDREW'S	   CHURCH,	  
EBENATOR.	  

7/2/2016	   	  	  

19	  

-‐-‐-‐	   6	   3	   -‐-‐-‐	   	  	  8,130.00	  

11.	   ALL	   SAINTS'	   CHURCH,	  
EKWULUMILI.	  

28/2/2016	   	  	  

8	  

5	   6	   2	   -‐-‐-‐	   	  	  7,400.00	  

12.	   ST.	   SIMON'S	   CHURCH,	  
EZINIFITE.	  

13/3/2016	   	  	  

31	  

12	   10	   4	   -‐-‐-‐	   11,205.00	  

13.	   IMMANUEL	   CHURCH,	  
EKWULUMILI.	  

10/4/2016	   	  	  

19	  

-‐-‐-‐	   5	   -‐-‐-‐	   -‐-‐-‐	   13,370.00	  

14.	   ST.	   ANDREW'S	   CHURCH,	  
UNUBI.	  

17/4/2016	   	  	   5	   1	   1	   -‐-‐-‐	   7,850.00	  
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11	  
15.	   CHURCH	   OF	   DIVINE	  

COMPASSION,	  AMICHI.	  
24/4/2016	   11	   4	   4	   2	   -‐-‐-‐	   15,365.00	  

16.	   CHRIST	  CHURCH,	  AMICHI.	   05/06/2016	   19	   5	   3	   3	   4	   12,910.00	  
	  	   TOTAL	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  =	   	  	   369	   101	   56	   26	   9	   N262,250.00	  

	  

PROJECTS:	  

	  	  

A.	   SURE-‐ANCHOR	  MICROFINANCE	  BANK	  LTD:	  
In	   our	   Presidential	   Address	   last	   year,	  we	   did	   inform	   this	   august	   assembly	  
that	  the	  Central	  Bank	  of	  Nigeria	  had	  given	  us	  Approval	  In	  Principle	  (AIP)	  to	  
established	  a	  Microfinance	  bank	  known	  as	  Sure	  Anchor	  Microfinance	  Bank	  
LTD.	  To	  the	  glory	  of	  the	  almighty	  God,	  the	  much	  dreamt-‐about	  Sure	  Anchor	  
Microfinance	  Bank	  has	  finally	  come	  to	  be.	  The	  diocese	  by	  the	  special	  grace	  
of	  God	  has	  established	  a	  Microfinance	  Bank	   that	   is	   fully	  operational	  now.	  
The	   Microfinance	   Bank	   establishment	   steering	   committee	   under	   the	  
Chairmanship	   of	   Sir	   Dr.	   Ugochukwu	   Nzewi	   worked	   assiduously	   to	   pursue	  
and	  complete	  all	   the	  official	  demands	  and	  procedures	   in	  record	  time,	  and	  
obtained	  the	  CBN's	   final	  approval.	  The	  Bank	  officially	  opened	   for	  business	  
on	  Monday	  13th	  October,	  2015.	  The	  official	   commissioning	   ceremony	  was	  
performed	   by	   His	   Lordship,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Ephraim	   Okechukwu	   Ikeakor,	  
Bishop,	   Diocese	   of	   Amichi	   [Anglican	   Communion]	   on	   Friday	   23rd	   October,	  
2015.	   Ours	   is	   a	   Microfinance	   bank	   you	   must	   trust.	   We	   implore	   all	   and	  
sundry	  who	  are	  from	  Nnewi	  South	  L.G.A.,	  both	  at	  home	  and	  in	  diaspora	  to	  
patronize	   the	  bank.	  The	  bank	   is	  also	  here	   in	   the	  synod	   to	  assist	  people	   in	  
opening	  accounts	  with	  them,	  and	  also	  to	  intimate	  us	  on	  their	  products	  and	  
business	  opportunities.	  At	  the	  appropriate	  time	  in	  this	  synod,	  we	  shall	  allow	  
them	  to	  address	  and	  educate	  us.	  

	  	  

B.	   HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT,	  AMICHI:	  



383	  
	  

We	  continue	  to	  give	  all	  praise	  and	  adoration	  to	  God	  for	  the	  great	  things	  He	  
has	   continued	   to	   do	   in	   this	   Convent	   which	   has	   remained	   one	   of	   the	  
priceless	   legacies	   of	   the	   diocese.	   The	   Principal	   of	   the	   Institution,	   Ijeoma	  
Ndoeche.	   JP	   deserves	   special	   commendation	   from	   us	   for	   her	   tireless	   and	  
fruitful	  efforts	  in	  keeping	  the	  Convent	  on	  a	  very	  high	  pedestal,	  morally	  and	  
academically.	   Last	   year,	   the	   Anambra	   State	   Basic	   Education	   Certificate	  
Examination	   (BECE)	   Result	   released	   by	   Examination	   Development	   Centre,	  
Awka	   showed	   that	  Miss	   Egeonu	   Ijeoma	   from	  Holy	   Child	   Convent,	   Amichi	  
was	   the	   best	   overall	   student	   in	   Anambra	   State,	   and	   she	  was	   crowned	   at	  
Awka	   as	   (BECE	  Queen).	  Miss	   Ezenworah	   Faith	   from	  our	   Convent	  was	   the	  
Second	  overall	  best	  Student.	  

	  	  
This	  year	  2015/2016,	  Miss	  Izuehie	  Ebube	  Brenda	  from	  Holy	  Child	  Convent,	  
Amichi	   has	   been	   declared	   the	   best	   overall	   students	   in	   the	   same	  
examination	  by	  Examination	  Development	  Centre,	  Awka	  with	  a	  total	  score	  
of	  one	  thousand	  and	  sixty-‐four	  (1,064).	  She	  was	  crowned	  the	  BECE	  Queen	  
on	  Wednesday	  8th	   June,	  2016	  at	  Awka.	   It	   is	  very	  pertinent	  for	  me	  to	  once	  
again	   state	   here	   that	   by	   the	   grace	   of	   God,	   we	   have	   a	   complete	   zero	  
tolerance	  principle	  to	  examination	  malpractice	  of	  all	   sorts	   in	  our	  Convent,	  
and	   Seminary.	   Last	   year,	   we	   made	   a	   very	   passionate	   appeal	   to	   good-‐
spirited	  members	  of	  our	  diocese,	  and	  other	  philanthropists	  to	  come	  to	  our	  
aid	   in	  our	  Convent	  by	  helping	  us	  to	  erect	  a	  befitting	  Chapel	   in	  the	  School.	  
We	  are	  still	  repeating	  the	  appeal	  here	  and	  now.	  These	  wonderful	  girls	  need	  
a	   place	   of	   worship.	   Even	   if	   you	   cannot	   build	   the	   Chapel	   single-‐handedly,	  
your	  sacrificial	  donation	  and	  commitment	  can	  help	  us	  realize	  our	  dream	  of	  
providing	  a	  place	  of	  worship	  for	  the	  School.	  	  

	  	  
May	  I	  at	  this	   juncture	  thank	  the	  former	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  Chief	  
Sir	  Peter	  Obi.	  CON,	  for	  making	  a	  donation	  of	  one	  million	  (N1m)	  towards	  this	  
project	  when	  he	  visited	  us	  during	  my	  50th	  Birthday	  celebration.	  
The	  UTME	  result	  for	  this	  year	  has	  also	  shown	  an	  excellent	  performance	  by	  
our	  students.	  

C.	   MASTER'S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI:	  
Through	  the	  mercy	  of	  God,	  this	  school	  is	  growing	  and	  developing	  greatly	  in	  
all	  ramifications.	  The	  multimillion	  naira	  ultra-‐modern	  hostel	  building	  at	  the	  
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Master's	  Vessel	  Seminary,	  Osumenyi	  has	  been	  completed.	   	  The	  
dedication	  of	  the	  three	  storey	  building	  was	  done	  on	  18th	  November,	  2015.	  
The	   Bishop	   in	   company	   of	   clergymen,	   and	   other	   lay	   members	   of	   the	  
diocese,	   Board	   of	   Governors	   of	   the	   School,	   and	   some	   PTA	   members	  
convened	  at	  the	  school	  to	  dedicate	  and	  celebrate	  this	  wonderful	  act	  of	  God	  
for	  the	  furtherance	  of	  God's	  work	   in	  the	  seminary.	  With	  the	  dedication	  of	  
this	   edifice,	   the	   students	   have	   conveniently	  moved	   into	   their	   permanent	  
hostel	  accommodation.	  
As	   the	   school	   is	   preparing	   to	   take	   her	   maiden	   WAEC,	   and	   NECO	  
examinations	  next	  year,	  all	  the	  laboratories	  for	  Physics,	  Chemistry,	  Biology	  
practicals	  have	  been	  fully	  built	  and	  equipped	  to	  standard.	  

	  	  
The	   school	   took	   their	   first	   Basic	   Education	   Certificate	   Examination	   (BECE)	  
popularly	  known	  as	  Junior	  WAEC	  this	  year.	  The	  second	  overall	  best	  Student	  
in	   Anambra	   State	   came	   from	   Master's	   Vessel	   Seminary,	   Osumenyi.	   His	  
name	   is	  Master	  Ohia	   Christopher	  Nwachukwu.	   You	   should	   recall	   that	   the	  
overall	   best	   is	   from	  Holy	   Child	   Convent,	   Amichi.	   To	   God	   alone	   be	   all	   the	  
glory.	   Let	   me	   heartily	   thank	   and	   appreciate	   the	   Parents-‐Teachers	  
Association	  of	   the	   seminary	   under	   the	  Chairmanship	   of	   Sir	   Jeff	  Okeke	   for	  
voluntarily	   resolving	   to	   sponsor	   fully	   the	   inter	   locking	   of	   all	   the	   seminary	  
premises	   which	   they	   have	   fully	   completed.	   The	   project	   actually	   gulped	  
millions	  of	  naira.	  May	  God	  bless	   them	  abundantly	   in	   Jesus	  Christ	  name.	   If	  
you	  have	  not	  been	  to	  the	  premises	  of	  this	  seminary,	   I	  advise	  that	  you	  just	  
pay	  a	  casual	  visit	  there.	  It	  is	  my	  pleasure	  to	  inform	  this	  synod,	  and	  members	  
of	  the	  public	  that	  from	  September	  this	  year,	  both	  the	  Holy	  Child	  Convent,	  
and	  Master's	   Vessel	   Seminary,	   will	   no	   longer	   admit	   students	   from	   other	  
schools	  into	  the	  schools.	  All	  the	  admissions	  will	  be	  in	  Jss1	  only.	  
The	   two	  major	   pressing	   needs	  we	   have	   in	   this	   seminary	   now	   are;	   school	  
chapel,	  and	  befitting	  Principal's/Staff	  quarters.	  

D.	   DIOCESAN	  HOSPITAL;	  AND	  DIOCESAN	  SCHOOL	  OF	  NURSING:	  
The	  Diocesan	   hospital	   is	   growing	   and	   improving	   in	  multi	   dimensions.	   The	  
services	   provided	   in	   the	   hospital	   are	   diversifying	   steadily.	   We	   thank	   the	  
Hospital	  Management	   Board	   led	   by	   Sir	  Dr.	   Eddy	  Agbasimelo,	   the	   hospital	  
administrator,	  Revd	  Isaiah	  Chibuikem,	  and	  the	  team	  of	  doctors	  and	  workers	  
in	   the	   hospital.	   The	   relentless	   efforts	   and	   sacrifices	   of	   Sir	   Dr.	   Onyekwelu	  
Nzewi	   in	   donating	   on	   yearly	   basis	  many	   expensive	   hospital	   equipment	   to	  
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the	   hospital	   need	   to	   be	   acknowledged	   and	   appreciated.	   He	   has	   brought	  
some	   medical	   equipment	   early	   this	   year,	   and	   promised	   to	   bring	   more	  
before	   the	   end	   of	   July,	   2016.	   During	   the	   knighthood	   investiture,	   he	  
announced	   that	   each	   year,	   he	  will	   be	   bringing	   equipment	  worth	   not	   less	  
than	  two	  million	  naira	  (N2m)	  for	  the	  hospital.	  God	  will	  ceaselessly	  bless	  him	  
abundantly	   always.	   The	   official	   foundation	   stone	   laying	   ceremony	   of	   the	  
Administrative/Classrooms	  block	  of	  Amichi	  Diocesan	  School	  of	  Nursing	  was	  
performed	   by	   the	   Bishop,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd.	   Ephraim	   O.	   Ikeakor	   on	   Saturday	  
12th	   March,	   2016.	   The	   Clergy,	   Hospital	   Management	   Board	   members,	  
hospital	  staff	  and	  other	  members	  of	  our	  Diocese	  witnessed	  the	  event.	  The	  
Bishop	  announced	   to	   the	  delight	  of	   the	   gathering	   that	  one	  of	   his	   friends,	  
Mr.	  &	  Barr.	  Mrs	  Chinedu	  Okeke	  donated	  a	  clean	  30-‐seater	  capacity	  Coaster	  
bus	  which	  he	  bought	  for	  nearly	  Eleven	  million	  naira	  (N11m)	  for	  the	  School.	  
This	  is	  one	  of	  the	  conditions	  given	  to	  us	  for	  the	  take	  off	  of	  the	  school.	  May	  
God	  bless	  his	  generosity	  and	  labour	  of	  love	  in	  God's	  vineyard.	  

	  	  
The	  Diocese	   is	  now	  erecting	  a	   three	   storey	  hostel	  building	   for	   the	   school.	  
The	  building	  is	  at	  the	  leveling	  stage	  of	  the	  last	  floor	  preparatory	  for	  roofing.	  
This	  is	  the	  second	  hostel	  block	  being	  erected	  for	  a	  solid	  and	  vibrant	  take	  off	  
of	  the	  Nursing	  School.	  Chief	  Sir	  Peter	  Obi	  donated	  One	  million	  naira	  (N1m)	  
for	  this	  project	  during	  our	  birthday.	  

	  	  
We	  are	  still	  hopeful	  that	  the	  School	  of	  Nursing	  will	  take	  off	  in	  October	  this	  
year.	  Almost	  all	  the	  structures	  and	  facilities	  required	  for	  the	  school	  are	  on	  
ground.	   The	   major	   issue	   now	   is	   the	   final	   Inspection	   by	   Nursing	   and	  
Midwifery	  Council	  of	  Nigeria.	  According	  to	  the	  letter	  the	  body	  wrote	  to	  me	  
in	   April,	   they	   stated	   that	   the	   delay	   in	   their	   coming	   is	   as	   a	   result	   of	   non-‐
constitution	  of	  the	  Board	  that	  oversees	  their	  affairs.	  They	  said	  that	  once	  a	  
board	  is	  in	  place	  by	  the	  President,	  they	  will	  treat	  our	  matter.	  

	  	  
E.	   LEGACY	  BUILDING	  AT	  TRINITY	  THEOLOGICAL	  COLLEGE,	  UMUAHIA:	  

Our	   diocese	   by	   the	   grace	   of	   God	   undertook	   the	   building	   of	   a	   4-‐bedroom	  
staff	  apartment	  at	  Trinity	  Theological	  College,	  Umuahia	  following	  an	  appeal	  
from	  our	  Primate,	   the	  Most	  Revd	  Nicholas	  D.	  Okoh.	  The	  foundation	  stone	  
laying	  ceremony	  was	  done	  by	  us	  on	  29th	  February,	  2016	  in	  the	  company	  of	  
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Canons,	  Archdeacons,	  and	  some	  Diocesan	  Board	  Members.	  To	  the	  glory	  of	  
God,	  that	  building	  was	  one	  of	  the	  Legacy	  Projects	  dedicated	  by	  the	  Primate	  
on	  17th	  March,	  2016	  at	  Umuahia.	  The	  project	  cost	  the	  diocese	  the	  sum	  of	  
eight	  million	  naira	  (N8m)	  only.	  

	  	  

F.	   CLERGY	  HOUSING	  SCHEME:	  
In	   order	   to	   encourage	   faithfulness,	   productivity	   and	   loyalty	   among	   our	  
clergy,	   we	   started	   this	   housing	   scheme	   support	   initiative	   in	   2014	   at	  
Immanuel	   Church,	   Ekwulumili.	   Let	   me	   categorically	   state	   here	   again	   that	  
this	   scheme	   is	   not	   for	   all	   the	   clergymen	   in	   the	   diocese,	   but	   only	   those	  
clergymen	   who	   are	   faithful,	   sincere,	   loyal,	   productive	   and	   committed	   to	  
their	  work,	  and	  to	  the	  diocese.	  Last	  year	  by	  dint	  of	  emotion	  the	  gesture	  was	  
extended	   to	   one	   of	   the	   clergymen	   who	   did	   not	   merit	   it	   following	   the	  
provisions	  of	  the	  condition	  for	  the	  exercise.	  	  Such	  by	  the	  Grace	  of	  God	  will	  
not	  repeat	   itself.	  Even	  though	   it	   is	  not	  easy	  for	  us	  to	  cope	  with	  enormous	  
financial	   burden	   confronting	   the	   Diocese	   this	   year,	   yet	   we	   have	   wholly	  
resolved	  and	  given	  ourselves	  to	  this	  venture.	  	  

	  	  
On	   that	   note,	   the	   following	   clergymen	   should	   come	   up	   and	   collect	   their	  
Housing	  Scheme	  Support	  cheques	  of	  One	  million	  naira	  (N1m)	  each:	  

(a)	   Ven.	  Chukwuma	  Akam	  

(b)	   Revd	  Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie	  

(c)	   Revd	  Canon	  Kenechukwu	  Anyakoha	  
In	  the	  same	  vein,	  we	  intend	  to	  encourage	  one	  of	  the	  faithful	  drivers	  in	  the	  
Bishopscourt,	  Mr.	  Ikechukwu	  Ugwu	  with	  the	  sum	  of	  Five	  hundred	  thousand	  
naira	  (N500,000)	  for	  his	  own	  house	  project.	  Remember	  again	  brothers	  that	  
this	   money	   is	   meant	   for	   your	   house	   project	   only,	   and	   nothing	   else.	   The	  
major	  reason	  why	  we	  are	  taking	  this	  sacrificial	  venture	  is	  because	  ours	  is	  a	  
pure	  rural	  diocese	  in	  which	  it	  is	  almost	  impossible	  for	  faithful	  clergymen	  to	  
build	  their	  own	  houses.	  Many	  of	  our	  members	  are	  not	  interested	  in	  clergy	  
welfare.	  
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G.	   OUR	  SORROWS:	  
Within	   the	   period	   under	   review,	  many	   of	   our	  members	  were	   called	   back	  
home	  by	  God	  the	  giver	  and	  sustainer	  of	  life.	  Some	  of	  whom	  are:	  

i.	   Chief	   	   Ntomchukwu	   Atuchukwu	  

ii.	   Sir	   	   Fredrick	   	   Mkparu	  

iii.	   Sir	   	   Sydney	   	   Ukwandu	  

iv.	   Sir	  	   	   James	  	   	   Okonkwo	  

v.	   Madam	   Caroline	   	   Umeigbo	  

vi.	   Prof.	  Mrs	   Nonye	  	   	   Aniebue	  

vii.	   Madam	  	   Florence	   	   Ezekwere	  

viii.	   Mrs	  	   	   Grace	  	   	   Nwosu	  

ix.	   Madam	  	   Juliana	   	   Umechiedo	  

x.	   Mrs	  	   	   Stella	   	  	   	   Ibeh	  

xi.	   Ezinne	   Bridget	   	   Anyaegbu	  

xii.	   Madam	   Juliana	   	   Nnubia	  

xiii.	   Mrs	   	   Mary	   	   	   Oguchi	  

xiv.	   Miss	   	   Ekwutosi	   	   Agazie	  

xv.	   Master	  	   Obichukwu	   	   Udogu	  

May	  we	  please	  rise	  for	  a	  minute	  silence	  in	  their	  honour.	  

H.	   OUR	  JOY:	  
Some	  of	  our	  members	   celebrated	   in	   various	  ways	   and	  manners	   for	  God's	  
visitation	  and	  blessings.	  They	  include:	  
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1.	   Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor	   	   -‐Healing	  and	  Deliverance.	  

2.	   Hon.	  Benjamin	  Aniagaoso	   -‐80th	  Birthday.	  

3.	   Chief	  Dr.	  Simon	  N.	  Okeke	  	   -‐80th	  Birthday.	  

4.	   Rt.	  Revd	  Ephraim	  O.	  Ikeakor	   -‐50th	  Birthday.	  

5.	   Mr.	  Elias	  Ukachukwu	   	   -‐Miraculous	  Deliverance	  from	  deadly	  	  

	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Kidnappers.	  

6.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Francisco	  Agbasionwe	   -‐Wedding.	  

7.	   Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Okechukwu	  Okeke	   	   -‐Wedding.	  

8.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Nnamdi	  Unozor	   	   -‐Wedding.	  

9.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Chidi	  Enemuo	   	   -‐New	  Baby.	  

10.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  ThankGod	  Agu	   	   -‐New	  Baby.	  

11.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Chidozie	  Madu	   	   -‐New	  Baby.	  

12.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Festus	  Ewenike	   	   -‐New	  Baby.	  

13.	   Ord.	  &	  Mrs	  Ekene	  Ilobi	   	   	   -‐New	  Baby.	  

	  	  
We	  know	  that	   there	  are	  very	  many	  celebrations	  we	  did	  not	  capture	  here,	  
but	  we	  use	  these	  ones	  to	  pray	  that	  more	  joyful	  events	  and	  celebrations	  will	  
come	  our	  ways	  in	  this	  diocese	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  name.	  Amen.	  

	  	  

OUR	  NATION	  NIGERIA:	  	  

ANAMBRA	  STATE:	  

We	  want	   to	   specially	   appreciate	   the	   dogged	   resilience	   and	   commitment	   of	   the	  
governor	  of	  our	  dear	  state,	  Anambra,	  Chief	  Dr.	  Willie	  Obiano	  in	  making	  Anambra	  
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State	   better	   than	   he	  met	   it.	   The	   enormous	   and	   giant	   strides	   you	   have	   taken	   in	  
giving	  Awka	  a	  remarkable	  facelift,	  thereby	  having	  an	  outlook	  of	  a	  capital	  city	  is	  no	  
mean	   feat.	   His	   Excellency's	   commitment	   in	   agriculture	   and	   industrialization	   are	  
steps	  in	  the	  right	  direction.	  Your	  prompt	  payment	  of	  workers'	  salary	  every	  month,	  
and	  making	  Anambra	  State	  the	  second	  State	  in	  Nigeria	  that	  pay	  salary	  of	  workers	  
constantly	   deserves	   commendation	   and	   applause.	  We	   heartily	   congratulate	   the	  
governor	   on	   his	   award	   as	   the	   best	   the	   governor	   of	   the	   year	   by	   the	   SUN	  
Newspaper.	  

	  	  

Nevertheless,	  we	  in	  this	  part	  of	  Anambra	  State	  are	  still	  wondering	  whether	  we	  are	  
part	  of	  Anambra	  State.	  Your	  Excellency,	  it	  is	  an	  obvious	  fact	  and	  truth	  that	  there	  is	  
no	  government	  presence	  in	  all	  the	  towns	  and	  communities	  that	  make	  up	  diocese	  
of	   Amichi,	   and	   by	   extension	   Nnewi-‐South	   Local	   Government	   Area.	   There	   is	   no	  
road	   at	   all,	   no	   tertiary	   institutions,	   no	   industry,	   no	   standard	   market,	   no	  
commercial	  banks,	  no	  hospital.	   The	  only	   federal	   road	   that	   links	  Amichi	   to	  other	  
neighboring	   states	   is	   grossly	   impassable.	   Even	   though	   it	   is	   a	   federal	   road,	   I	   am	  
aware	   that	   the	   state	   can	   do	   something	   meaningful	   and	   tangible	   on	   the	   road	  
through	  the	  Road	  Maintenance	  Agency	  of	  the	  State,	  and	  State	  Ministry	  of	  Works.	  
It	  may	  interest,	  and	  surprise	  the	  governor	  that	  for	  four	  consecutive	  years	  now,	  it	  
is	  our	  diocese	  that	  has	  undertaken	  the	  repair	  and	  maintainance	  of	  this	  road	  with	  
her	  meagre	   resources.	   Secondly,	   our	  Diocesan	  Hospital	   happens	   to	   be	   the	   only	  
meaningful	  and	  functional	  hospital	  in	  this	  area	  too.	  We	  are	  in	  dire	  need	  of	  fund	  to	  
properly	   run	   the	   hospital	   and	   provide	   for	   the	   healthcare	   needs	   of	   the	   rural	  
populace	  of	   these	   rural	   communities.	  Yes,	   the	   federal	  allocation	  accruing	   to	   the	  
state	  must	  have	  obviously	  dwindled,	  but	  basic	  needs	  remain	  basic	  needs.	  

I	  am	  passionately	  appealing	  to	  the	  governor	  to	  urgently	  do	  something	  tangible	  in	  
helping	  the	  state	  realize	  her	  dream	  of	  providing	  sound	  and	  reliable	  healthcare	  to	  
the	  rural	  people	  through	  the	  diocese	  by	  releasing	  funds	  to	  us	  for	  the	  completion	  
of	  our	  Diocesan	  School	  of	  Nursing,	  and	  Hospital	  project.	  We	  thank	  His	  Excellence	  
for	  the	  customary	  court	  located	  in	  Amichi	  now,	  but	  the	  truth	  remains	  that	  this	  is	  
not	   a	  major	   need	   of	   the	   people	   of	   this	   area.	   I	   believe	   that	   this	   being	   the	   first	  
synod	  you	  are	  attending,	  and	  by	  extension	  your	  first	  official	  visit	  to	  this	  diocese,	  
we	  are	  expecting	  you	  to	  put	  a	  bogus	  smile	  on	  our	  faces	  by	  actively	  addressing	  the	  
infrastructural	   and	   institutional	   need	   we	   are	   in	   need	   of.	   	   The	   Church	   will	   not	  
disappoint	  you	  if	  you	  commit	  any	  fund	  to	  our	  charge.	  We	  quite	  agree	  that	  “WILLIE	  
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IS	  WORKING”	  but	  this	  side	  of	  your	  State	  is	  not	  happy.	  God	  bless	  our	  Governor	  and	  
our	  state	  Anambra.	  

NIGERIA	  AT	  A	  GLANCE:	  

i.	   SECURITY	  SITUATION:	  
We	   must	   commend	   the	   present	   administration	   under	   the	   leadership	   of	  
President	   Muhammadu	   Buhari	   for	   the	   remarkable	   improvement	   and	  
impact	   in	   addressing	   and	   fighting	   the	   terrorist	   religious	   group	   known	   as	  
Boko	  Haram.	  There	  is	  no	  doubt	  that	  the	  security	  situation	  in	  the	  North	  east	  
of	  Nigeria	   in	  particular	   is	   getting	  better,	   and	   in	  Nigeria	  generally.	  But	   it	   is	  
very	   apt	   and	   logical	   to	   state	   here	   that	   the	   Boko	   Haram	   activities	   have	  
assumed	  new	  and	  more	  deadly	  dimension.	  No	  one	  should	  be	  kept	  in	  doubt	  
any	   longer	   that	   the	  Boko	  Haram	   sect	   has	   translated	   and	  metamorphosed	  
into	   the	   dreaded	   Fulani's	   herdsmen.	   The	   senseless	   manner	   in	   which	   this	  
unofficially	   trained	   terror	   group	   is	   slaughtering	   and	   wasting	   resourceful	  
human	  lives	  is	  not	  just	  mind	  boggling	  but	  very	  traumatic.	  The	  unexplicable	  
coldness	  and	  silence	  being	  exhibited	  by	  the	  Federal	  Government	  in	  the	  face	  
of	  these	  atrocities	  should	  give	  every	  right	  thinking	  Nigerian	  sleepless	  nights.	  
The	  unremorseful	  audacity	  with	  which	  these	  herdsmen	  destroy	  farm	  lands	  
and	  crops	  in	  different	  parts	  of	  the	  country	  without	  the	  intervention	  of	  our	  
security	   agencies	   calls	   for	   concern.	   Apart	   from	   the	   indifference	   of	   many	  
governors	  especially	  from	  the	  South	  East,	  what	  exactly	  are	  the	  duties	  of	  our	  
traditional	   rulers,	  and	  Presidents-‐General	  of	  Town	  Unions?	  Are	  we	  people	  
in	  the	  South	  East	  becoming	  more	  gentlemanly	  or	  more	  cowardly?	  

	  	  
The	   grazing	   reserve	   bill	   being	   proposed	   or	   sponsored	   in	   the	   National	  
Assembly	   is	  out	  rightly	  uncalled	  for,	  and	  should	  never	  be	  accepted	  by	  any	  
Nigerian.	   The	   Fulani's	   should	   graze	   their	   Cattle	   in	   their	   locality	   and	   then	  
transport	   them	  for	  sale,	   just	  the	  way	   Igbo	  businessmen	  do	  their	  business.	  
The	   type	  of	   sophisticated	  guns	   these	  agents	  of	  death	  and	  destruction	  are	  
using	  in	  executing	  their	  heinous	  crimes	  should	  concern	  all	  and	  sundry.	  The	  
question	  remains,	  “Are	  the	  Fulani	  herdsmen	  untouchable	  and	  special	  specie	  
and	  breed	  of	  Nigerians?	  How	  many	  of	  them	  have	  been	  arrested,	  arraigned	  
or	   prosecuted?”	   The	   time	   for	   the	   Federal	   Government	   under	   President	  
Muhammadu	  Buhari	  to	  save	  Nigeria	  from	  total	  anarchy	  is	  now.	  
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ii.	   CORRUPTION	  AND	  GOVERNANCE:	  
We	   appreciate	   the	   Federal	   Government	   for	   the	   orchestrated	   shout	   and	  
advertisement	  they	  have	  given	  to	  their	  anti-‐corruption	  crusade.	  It	  is	  a	  well	  
known	  truth	  that	  the	  bane	  of	  this	  great	  nation	  is	  corruption	  both	  in	  low	  and	  
high	  places.	  But	  can	  it	  be	  sensible	  for	  the	  Kettle	  to	  call	  the	  pot	  black?	  How	  
sincere	  is	  the	  war	  against	  Corruption?	  How	  objective	  is	  this	  war	  against	  the	  
monster	  called	  Corruption?	  If	  the	  present	  administration	   is	  very	  serious	   in	  
this	   fight,	   I	   should	   suggest	   that	   our	   dear	   President,	   and	   the	   National	  
Assembly	  ought	  to	  urgently	  look	  in	  the	  allegation	  raised	  by	  a	  senator	  from	  
the	   South-‐South	   that	   about	   eighty	   per	   cent	   (80%)	   of	   the	   oil	   wells	   in	   the	  
Niger	  Delta	  are	  owned	  by	  northerners.	  This	  is	  the	  highest	  level	  of	  economic	  
and	  political	  corruption	  if	  it	  is	  found	  to	  be	  true.	  So	  the	  share	  of	  the	  region	  
from	   where	   this	   major	   source	   of	   resources	   of	   the	   nation	   has	   is	  
environmental	  devastation	  and	  degradation.	  Can	  such	  a	   scenario	  play	  out	  
in	  the	  north	  if	  these	  wells	  are	  located	  there?	  

	  	  
We	  are	  not	  whipping	  up	  ethnic	  or	  tribal	  sentiments	  rather	  we	  are	  calling	  for	  
equity,	   justice,	   and	   fair	   play.	   Again,	   may	   we	   humbly	   advise	   our	   dear	  
president	   to	   drastically	   trim	  down	  his	   overseas	   trips,	   and	   settle	   down	   for	  
business	  of	  governance.	  By	  these	  incessant	  trips	  for	  whatever	  reasons,	  we	  
are	   getting	   the	   feelers	   from	   the	   President's	   body	   language	   that	   Nigeria	  
cannot	   solve	  her	   internal	  problems	   from	  within.	   Secondly,	   it	   is	   suggesting	  
that	  we	  want	  to	  recline	  on	  the	  table	  of	  neo-‐colonialism	  where	  the	  western	  
world	   solely	   determines	   how	   we	   will	   govern	   ourselves.	   Thirdly,	   it	   could	  
mean	   that	   the	   present	   government	   does	   not	   have	   any	   reliable	   blue	   print	  
with	  which	  to	  execute	  her	  much	  orchestrated	  CHANGE	  mantra.	  Whichever	  
is	  the	  case,	  the	  bottom	  line	  is,	  “Let	  the	  President	  settle	  down	  in	  his	  country	  
for	   governance”.	   Western	   Ideologies	   no	   matter	   how	   brilliant	   without	  
concrete	  domestication	  and	  contextualization	  must	  always	  be	  a	  hoarse	   to	  
our	  nation.	  

iii.	   RESCUEING	  OUR	  ECONOMY:	  
The	   economy	   of	   this	   country	   is	   dwindling	   and	   even	   nose-‐diving	   on	   daily	  
basis.	  The	  current	  exchange	  rate	  of	  Naira	  to	  other	  foreign	  currencies	  is	  not	  
just	   terrible,	  but	  very	  embarrassing,	  and	   there	  seems	  to	  be	  no	  solution	   in	  
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site.	   No	   matter	   what	   approach	   or	   slogan	   the	   government	   introduces	   to	  
salvage	   the	   economy,	   nothing	   meaningful	   will	   ever	   happen	   without	  
enhancing	   industrialization.	  No	  concrete	   industrialization	  can	  take	  place	  in	  
the	  absence	  of	  reliable	  and	  stable	  power	  supply.	  Why	  has	  it	  become	  almost	  
impossible	   to	   fix	   the	   power	   sector	   in	   this	   country?	   Is	   it	   not	   time	   for	   the	  
President	  to	  unmask	  this	  heartless	  and	  monstrous	  cabals	  that	  have	  held	  our	  
nation	  to	  ransom?	  
On	  the	  other	  hand,	  I	  have	  said	  this	  before,	  and	  still	  feel	  compelled	  to	  say	  it	  
again	   here.	   The	   economy	   of	   this	   nation	   can	   improve	  more	   if	   the	   Federal	  
and	  State	  Government	  can	  set	  up	  a	  platform	  in	  which	  membership	  to	  the	  
National	  Assembly	  and	  State	  Assembly	  will	  no	  longer	  be	  a	  full	  time	  job,	  with	  
very	  unjustifiable	   jumbo	  salaries	  and	  allowances.	   Let	   the	  principal	  officers	  
of	   the	   hallowed	   chambers	   be	   on	   fulltime	   capacity	   while	   the	   rest	   of	   the	  
members	   are	   on	   part	   time	   basis	   with	   sitting	   allowance	   payable	   to	   them.	  
This	  I	  believe	  will	  save	  a	  lot	  of	  costs	  on	  our	  economy,	  and	  the	  money	  saved	  
from	  this	  arrangement	  moved	  to	  other	  critical	  sectors	  of	  our	  economy.	  

	  	  
Furthermore,	  the	  bailout	  fund	  the	  Federal	  Government	  is	  giving	  to	  States	  is	  
uncalled	  for.	  What	  are	  the	  governors	  doing	  that	  they	  cannot	  sit	  down	  and	  
develop	  strong	  economic	  base	  to	  boast	  their	  internally	  generated	  revenue?	  

	   	  

	  	  

iv.	   THE	  BIAFRA	  AGITATION:	  
There	  is	  this	  Igbo	  proverb	  which	  says	  that	  “You	  cannot	  beat	  a	  Child,	  and	  at	  
the	  same	  time	  ask	  him	  not	  to	  cry.”	  There	  is	  no	  more	  hiding	  the	  truth	  in	  the	  
fact	   that	   the	   Igbo	  race	   is	  grossly,	  consciously,	  and	  systematically	  excluded	  
from	   the	   polity	   called	   Nigeria.	   The	   present	   Federal	   Government	   has	  
unrepentantly	  and	  audaciously	  demonstrated	  her	  hatred	  of	   the	   Igbo	  race.	  
The	   South	   East	   geopolitical	   zone	   in	   Nigeria	   has	   remained	   the	   least	  
developed,	   highest	   exploited	   and	   completely	   neglected	   zone	   in	   all	   its	  
ramifications	   and	   judgements.	   Movement	   for	   the	   Actualization	   of	   the	  
Sovereign	   State	   of	   Biafra	   (MASSOB),	   and	   Indigenous	   Peoples	   of	   Biafra	  
(IPOB)	   are	   the	   byproducts	   of	   the	   oppressive	   policies	   of	   the	   federal	  
government	  against	  the	  region.	  One	  important	  and	  interesting	  thing	  about	  
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these	  two	  groups	  is	  their	  non-‐violent	  approach	  in	  their	  agitation.	  We	  highly	  
commend	  them	  for	   this	  and	  advise	   them	  to	   refuse	   to	  be	  provoked	   to	   the	  
point	  of	  violence,	  and	  confrontation	  with	  constituted	  authority.	  Remember,	  
when	  you	  want	  to	  kill	  a	  dog,	  the	  only	  thing	  you	  need	  to	  do	  is	  to	  give	  it	  a	  bad	  
name.	   Do	   not	   do	   anything	   that	   will	   give	   the	   federal	   government	   an	  
opportunity	  to	  give	  you	  justifiable	  bad	  name.	  

	  	  
My	   candid	   stand	   and	   opinion	   is	   that	   the	   time	   to	   consider	   the	   egalitarian	  
cohesion	  and	  oneness	  of	  this	  country	  is	  now.	  To	  my	  mind,	  three	  nations	  or	  
countries	   should	   be	   created	   from	   the	   present	   Nigeria.	   The	   rampant	   and	  
senseless	  killing	  of	  the	  Igbos,	  and	  the	  destruction	  of	  their	  properties	  all	  over	  
the	   country	   at	  no	  provocation	  at	   all	   is	   a	   very	   convincing	   truth	  and	   signal.	  
The	  IPOB	  and	  MASSOB	  are	  meant	  to	  be	  shot	  and	  killed,	  while	  Boko	  Haram,	  
Fulani	  herdsmen,	  and	  Niger	  Delta	  Avengers	  are	  called	  for	  negotiation.	  Who	  
is	  actually	  fooling	  who?	  Why	  should	  anyone	  force	  anyone	  to	  happily	  remain	  
and	  belong	  to	  where	  he	  is	  not	  needed?	  
	  	  	  

THE	  THEME	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  

By	  the	  grace	  of	  God,	  during	  the	  First	  Session	  of	  the	  Third	  Synod	  of	  our	  diocese	  last	  
year,	  we	  considered	  the	  Theme,	  “I	  know	  Your	  Works	  …	  Letters	  to	  the	  Churches	  in	  
Smyrna;	  Pergamos;	  Sardis;	  and	  Laodecea.”	  [Revelation	  Chapters	  2	  and	  3].	  From	  
the	  talks,	  sermons,	  and	  Bible	  Studies,	  we	  were	  able	  to	  painstakingly	  examine	  the	  
different	  spiritual	  states	  of	  the	  Churches	  we	  studied	  their	  letters,	  compared	  them	  
with	  the	  spiritual	  states	  of	  Churches,	  	  and	  individual	  Christians,	  and	  then	  applied	  
the	   theme	   practically	   to	   actual	   spiritual	   scenario	   playing	   out	   in	   the	   lives	   of	  
Christians	   in	   our	   diocese.	   Indeed	   the	   theme	   for	   last	   Synod	   has	   produced	   very	  
noticeable	  and	  appreciable	  positive	  results	  in	  the	  diocese.	  

	  	  

This	   year,	   and	   in	   this	   Synod,	   we	   are	   looking	   at	   the	   theme:	   “DARE	   TO	   BE	   A	  
DANIEL”	  (Daniel	  1:8;	  and	  Daniel	  6:4	  &	  5).	  

	  	  

THE	  BACKGROUND:	  
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Daniel	  who	  was	  almost	  the	  chief	  character	  and	  anchor	  personality	  in	  the	  book	  of	  
Daniel	   was	   a	   contemporary	   of	   Prophets	   Jeremiah,	   and	   his	   fellow	   exile	   Ezekiel.	  
Daniel	  which	  literary	  means,	  “God	  is	  my	  Judge”	   is	  unquestionably	  	  the	  author	  of	  
this	   book	   which	   bears	   his	   name	   Daniel,	   and	   his	   three	   compatriots,	   Hananiah,	  
Mishael,	   and	   Azariah,	   were	   forced	   into	   exile	   in	   605	   B.C.	   when	   Nechadnezzar	  
descended	   for	   the	   first	   time	   upon	   Jehoikim's	   Kingdom	   of	   Judah.	   Daniel	   was	   of	  
royal	   seed.	   He	   and	   his	   friends	   were	   made	   eunuchs	   at	   the	   time	   of	   Daniel's	  
deportation.	   (2Kings	  20:18).	  This	  can	  be	  established	  when	  he	  was	  mentioned	  as	  
the	  Chief	  of	  the	  eunuchs	  (1:3);	  	  and	  the	  master	  of	  the	  eunuchs	  (1:7-‐11).	  Also	  the	  
absence	  of	  any	  mention	  of	  family	   life	  or	  offspring	  for	  Daniel	   is	  another	  eloquent	  
testimony	  in	  that	  direction.	  

	  	  

Conceivably,	   Daniel	   was	   in	   his	   late	   teens	   or	   early	   twenties	   when	   this	   calamity	  
befell	  him.	  The	  Jewish	  canon	  listed	  the	  book	  of	  Daniel	  in	  the	  hagiographa	  i.e.	  “The	  
holy	  writings”	  rather	  than	  among	  the	  prophets,	  but	  the	  Church	  historian	  Josephus	  
considered	   him	   a	   prophet.	   Daniel's	   principal	   role	   as	   a	   statesman	   rather	   than	   a	  
prophet	  is	  hereby	  acknowledged.	  This	  does	  not	  in	  any	  way	  reduce	  the	  prophetic	  
power	  and	  outlook	  of	  the	  book.	  It	  bears	  testimony	  to	  the	  mixture	  in	  Daniel's	  book	  
of	  biography,	  history	  and	  prophecy.	  

	  	  

The	  book	  divides	  into	  two	  parts,	  a	  set	  of	  six	  court	  tales	  in	  chapters	  1-‐6,	  followed	  
by	  four	  apocalyptic	  visions	  in	  chapters	  7-‐12.	  The	  literary	  structure	  of	  the	  book	  of	  
Daniel	   is	  marked	  by	  three	  prominent	  features.	  The	  most	  fundamental	   is	  a	  genre	  
division	  between	  the	  court	  tales	  of	  chapters	  1-‐6,	  and	  the	  apocalyptic	  visions	  of	  7-‐
12.	  The	  second	  is	  a	   language	  division	  between	  the	  Hebrew	  of	  chapters	  1,	  and	  8-‐
12,	   and	   the	   Aramaic	   of	   Chapters	   7-‐12.	   It	   should	   also	   be	   noted	   that	   the	   time	  
settings	   of	   chapters	   1-‐6	   show	   a	   progression	   from	   Babylonian	   to	  Median	   times.	  
597	   B.C.	   marked	   the	   awesome	   destruction	   of	   the	   temple	   and	   nation.	   Events	  
contained	   in	  Daniels	   prophecy	   span	   the	   time	  Period	   from	  605	  B.C.	   to	   the	   Third	  
year	  of	  the	  reign	  of	  Cyprus	  in	  536	  B.C.	  

	  	  

The	  major	  thrust	  and	  theme	  of	  the	  book	  of	  Daniel	  is	  the	  providence	  of	  God	  among	  
His	  faithful	  people	  even	  in	  the	  most	  difficult	  and	  humanly	  hopeless	  situations	  and	  
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times.	  This	  	  theme	  of	  God's	  providence	  is	  revealed;	  in	  Daniel's	  rise	  to	  power	  and	  
prominence	  in	  Nebuchanezzar's	  court	  (Chapter	  2);	  In	  the	  dramatic	  intervention	  of	  
one	   “like	   the	   Son	   of	   God”	   in	   the	   fiery	   furnace	   trial	   (chapter	   3:25);	   in	  
Nebuchanezzar's	   temporary	   insanity	   (Chapter	   4);	   In	   Daniel's	   role	   as	   interpreter	  
during	  Babylon's	  “last	  night	  of	  glory”.	  (chapter	  5);	  and	  in	  the	  marvelous	  delivery	  of	  
Daniel	   from	   the	   ravenous	   lions	   under	  Dairus	   (Chapter	   6).	   The	   book	   of	  Daniel	   is	  
obviously	  designated	  by	  Bible	  and	  Theology	  Scholars	  as	  a	  book	  of	   commitment,	  
Unequalled	  sacrifice	  in	  the	  worship	  of	  God,	  and	  Faithfulness	  of	  God	  to	  His	  faithful	  
people.	   It	   is	  also	  known	  as	  the	  book	  of	  challenge	  of	  purity	  and	  devotion	  in	  most	  
difficult	  and	  dangerous	  circumstances	  and	  environment.	  The	  segment	  of	  the	  book	  
from	   which	   the	   Theme	   of	   our	   Synod	   is	   culled	   from	   is	   chapter	   1:8-‐21.	   It	   is	  
appropriately	   labeled,	   “The	   Determined	   Purity	   of	   Daniel	   and	   his	   friends	   in	   an	  
overt	  idolatrous	  environment”.	  
	  

DARE	  TO	  BE	  A	  DANIEL:	  

	  THE	  COMPREHENSIVE	  CHALLENGE:	  

	  
“	  But	  Daniel	  purposed	  in	  his	  heart	  that	  he	  would	  not	  	  
defile	  himself	  with	  the	  King's	  delicacies,	  nor	  with	  the	  	  
wine	  which	  he	  drank;	  therefore	  he	  requested	  of	  the	  	  
chief	  of	  the	  eunuchs	  that	  he	  might	  not	  defile	  himself.”	  [NKJV].	  
	  	  
“But	  Daniel	  determined	  in	  his	  heart	  that	  he	  would	  not	  	  
defile	  himself	  by	  eating	  his	  portion	  of	  the	  King's	  rich	  and	  	  
dainty	  food	  or	  by	  drinking	  the	  wine	  which	  he	  drank;	  	  
therefore	  he	  requested	  of	  the	  chief	  of	  the	  eunuchs	  that	  	  
he	  might	  be	  allowed	  not	  to	  defile	  himself”.	  [AMPV].	  
	  	  
“But	  Daniel	  made	  up	  his	  mind	  that	  he	  would	  not	  	  
defile	  himself	  with	  the	  royal	  delicacies	  or	  the	  
	  royal	  wine.	  He	  therefore	  asked	  the	  overseer	  of	  	  
the	  court	  officials	  for	  permission	  not	  to	  defile	  	  
himself.”	  [TOUCH	  BIBLE].	  
	  	  
“But	  Daniel	  was	  determined	  not	  to	  defile	  himself	  by	  	  
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eating	  the	  food	  and	  wine	  given	  to	  them	  by	  the	  King.	  	  
He	  asked	  the	  Chief	  of	  Staff	  for	  permission	  not	  	  
to	  eat	  these	  unacceptable	  food.”	  [NLT].	  

	  	  

It	  is	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  comprehensive	  and	  unarguable	  challenge	  posed	  by	  Daniel's	  
lifestyle,	   devotion	   to	   his	   duty,	   faithfulness	   to	   the	   worship	   of	   his	   God,	   and	   the	  
consequent	  costly	  price	  he	  had	  to	  pay	  that	  made	  us	  to	  read	  the	  above	  Bible	  text	  
from	   four	   different	   versions	   of	   the	   Holy	   Bible.	   There	   are	   very	   basic	   and	  
outstanding	   issues	   we	   all	   need	   to	   highlight	   and	   take	   note	   of	   in	   looking	   at	   this	  
challenging	  personality	  called	  Daniel.	  	  

They	  include:	  

i.	   Daniel	  was	  a	  fragile	  and	  inexperienced	  young	  man.	  

ii.	   Daniel	  was	  a	  Jew	  living	  in	  Babylon.	  

iii.	   He	  was	  not	  just	  a	  Jew	  in	  Babylon,	  but	  a	  captive	  and	  a	  slave.	  
iv.	   He	  was	  taken	  to	  a	  land	  where	  their	  religion,	  value	  system	  and	  general	  

lifestyle	  are	   totally	  different	   from,	  and	  opposed	  to	  his	  own	  religion,	  
value	  system,	  and	  lifestyle.	  

v.	   Daniel	   was	   operating	   under	   the	   direct	   watchful	   eyes	   of	   King	  
Nebuchadnezzar.	  

vi.	   He	   had	   a	   very	   rare	   opportunity	   and	   priviledge	   of	   becoming	  
stupendously	   rich	   at	   the	   expense	   of	   his	   Spirituality,	   Morality,	   and	  
faithfulness	  to	  his	  God.	  

vii.	   Daniel	  clearly	  knew	  that	   the	  only	  option	  of	  punishment	  available	   to	  
him	  if	  he	  defied	  the	  King's	  instruction	  was	  death.	  

viii.	   Daniel	  had	  no	  citizens'	  right	  to	  do	  what	  he	  desired	  and	  preferred	  to	  
do.	  

ix.	   He	   had	   an	   ample	   opportunity	   of	   changing	   his	   religion	   conveniently	  
and	  decently.	  

x.	   Daniel	   was	   obviously	   an	   odd	   man	   out	   in	   the	   whole	   King	  
Nebuchadnezzar's	  Royal	  and	  Presidential	  training	  school.	  

xi.	   Daniel	   was	   grossly	   subjected	   to	   a	   systematic	   and	   calculated	  
indoctrination,	  intimidation,	  and	  re-‐orientation.	  
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Let	  us	  carefully	  read	  our	  second	  Bible	  text	  in	  considering	  our	  synod	  theme,	  so	  as	  
to	  decipher	  the	  enormity	  of	  the	  challenge	  posed	  by	  the	  young	  man	  called	  Daniel	  
to	  the	  present	  day	  worshippers	  of	  God,	  and	  Christians.	  

	  	  

“so	  the	  governors	  and	  Satraps	  sought	  to	  find	  some	  charge	  	  

against	  Daniel	  concerning	  the	  Kingdom;	  but	  they	  could	  find	  	  

no	  charge	  or	  fault	  because	  he	  was	  faithful;	  nor	  was	  there	  any	  	  

error	  or	  fault	  found	  in	  him.	  Then	  these	  men	  said,	  “We	  shall	  	  

not	  find	  any	  charge	  against	  this	  Daniel	  unless	  we	  find	  it	  	  

against	  him	  concerning	  the	  Law	  of	  his	  God”.	  

	  	  
xii.	   Daniel	   was	   working	   in	   an	   environment	   where	   corruption	   and	   eye	  

service	  were	  the	  stock	  in	  trade.	  
xiii.	   Daniel	  was	  working	   among	   sycophants,	   aggressive	   antagonists,	   and	  

unfriendly	  friends.	  
xiv.	   Daniel	   demonstrated	   such	   a	   superb	   godly	   character	   that	   even	   false	  

accusation	  could	  not	  be	  formatted	  successfully	  against	  him.	  
xv.	   His	   main	   concern	   always	   was	   how	   to	   please	   His	   God,	   and	   remain	  

faithful	   in	  his	  duty	  post	   irrespective	  of	  the	  dangers	  associated	  there	  
with.	  

xvi.	   Daniel's	   transparent	   godliness	   and	   integrity	  were	   attested	   to	  by	  his	  
ungodly	  colleagues.	  

xvii.	   Daniel	   was	   not	   only	   godly,	   but	   was	   also	   an	   epitome	   of	   excellent	  
performance	  in	  his	  work	  place	  and	  duty	  post.	  

	  	  

Daniel	  could	  have	  tried	  merely	  to	  survive	  his	  experience	  as	  a	  pitiable	  captive	  in	  a	  	  
foreign	   land.	   Instead	  he	  upheld	  continuously	  his	  disciplined	   life	  of	  character	  and	  
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personal	   commitment.	   His	   lifestyle	   continues	   to	   emphasize	   to	   us	   that	   sound	  
character	  is	  the	  foundation	  on	  which	  a	  true	  Christian	  and	  leader	  builds	  his	  or	  her	  
life.	  	  

	  	  

According	   to	   John	  Maxwell,	   “Crisis	   does	   not	   necessarily	   make	   character,	   but	   it	  
certainly	   does	   reveal	   it”.	   Adversity	  makes	   a	   Christian	   choose	   one	   of	   two	   paths:	  
character	   or	   compromise.	   Every	   time	   a	   Christian	   or	   a	   leader	   chooses	   character	  
instead	   of	   compromise,	   he	   or	   she	   grows	   stronger.	   Character	   communicates	  
credibility,	   harnesses	   respect,	   creates	   consistency,	   and	   earns	   trust.	   It	   was	   only	  
Daniel's	   character	   that	   earned	  him	   the	   transgenerational	   trust	   he	   enjoyed	   from	  
four	   different	   Babylonian	   Kings.	   From	   the	   life	   of	   Daniel,	   we	   can	   deduce	   the	  
following:	  

	  

[A]	   CHARACTER	  IS	  MORE	  THAN	  TALK:	  
We	  live	  in	  a	  generation	  where	  eloquence	  and	  very	  high	  oratory	  power	  are	  
the	  major	  tools	  that	  Christians	  and	  leaders	  possess.	  Anyone	  can	  say	  that	  he	  
or	   she	   has	   integrity,	   but	   action	   is	   the	   real	   indicator	   of	   character.	   Your	  
character	  determines	  who	  you	  really	  are,	  and	  what	  you	  do.	  No	  Christian's	  
character	   can	   be	   separated	   from	   his	   actions.	   If	   a	   person's	   actions	   and	  
intentions	  continually	  work	  against	  each	  other,	  look	  to	  his	  character	  to	  find	  
out	  why.	  

	  	  

[B]	   TALENT	  IS	  A	  GIFT	  BUT	  CHARACTER	  IS	  A	  CHOICE:	  
Daniel	   chose	   his	   character	   when	   he	   purposed	   in	   his	   heart	   not	   to	   defile	  
himself	  by	  eating	  the	  King's	  food	  and	  delicacies.	  We	  have	  no	  control	  over	  a	  
lot	  of	   things	   in	   life,	  but	  we	  do	  choose	  our	  character.	  We	  create	  character	  
each	  time	  we	  make	  choices.	  Daniel	  had	  to	  choose	  between	  character,	  and	  
compromise.	  The	  same	  choice	  is	  facing	  us	  every	  day	  in	  every	  facet	  of	  life's	  
endeavour:	   Charisma,	   and	   Talent	   are	   temporal,	   but	   character	   is	   eternal.	  
Talent	   can	   endear	   one	   to	   the	   admiration	   and	   applause	   of	   the	   public,	   but	  
character	  endears	  one	  to	  the	  heart	  of	  God,	  and	  His	  blessings.	  
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[C]	   CHARACTER	  ATTRACTS	  BOTH	  SUCCESS,	  AND	  FOLLOWERSHIP:	  
Followers	  don't	   trust	   leaders	  with	   flawed	  character.	  The	  Apostle	  Paul	  was	  
able	   to	   say	   to	   the	   Corinthians	   boldly,	   “Imitate	   me	   just	   as	   I	   also	   imitate	  
Christ”	   (1	   Corinthians	   11:1)	   because	   he	   had	   character.	   It	   was	   Daniel's	  
character	  that	  brought	  him	  into	  great	  prominence	  and	  positions	  in	  the	  land	  
of	  Babylon.	  True	  character	  is	  derived	  from	  the	  fear	  of	  God,	  and	  in	  keeping	  
His	  word.	  True	  success	  is	  neither	  accidental	  nor	  coincidental.	  It	  is	  a	  product	  
of	  consistent	  godly	  character	  anchored	  on	  the	  word	  of	  God.	  This	  is	  why	  God	  
told	   Joshua	  ab	  nitio	   in	   Joshua	  chapter	  1:8,	  This	  book	  of	   the	  Law	  shall	  not	  
depart	   from	  your	  mouth,	   but	   you	   shall	  meditate	   in	   it	   day	   and	  night,	   that	  
you	  may	  observe	  to	  do	  according	  to	  all	  that	  is	  written	  in	  it.	  For	  then	  you	  will	  
make	  your	  ways	  prosperous,	  and	  then	  you	  will	  have	  good	  success”.	  

	  	  
[D]	   NO	  LEADER	  OR	  CHRISTIAN	  CAN	  RISE	  ABOVE	  THE	  LIMITATIONS	  OF	  HIS	  OR	  

HER	  CHARACTER:	  
Some	  people	  right	  from	  birth	  have	  been	  destined	  for	  greatness,	  but	  lack	  of	  
character,	  or	   impaired	  character	  truncated	  that	  destiny.	  Samson	  no	  doubt	  
was	   destined	   for	   success	   and	   greatness	   as	   can	   be	   seen	   in	   the	   prophecy	  
concerning	  his	  birth	  in	  Judges	  Chapter	  13.	  We	  read	  in	  part,	  “And	  the	  Angel	  
of	  the	  Lord	  appeared	  to	  the	  woman	  and	  said	  to	  her,	  “indeed	  now	  you	  are	  
barren	  and	  have	  borne	  no	  children,	  but	  you	  shall	  conceive	  and	  bear	  a	  son;	  
And	  no	  razor	  shall	  come	  supon	  his	  head,	  for	  the	  child	  shall	  be	  a	  Nazirite	  to	  
God	  from	  the	  womb,	  and	  he	  shall	  begin	  to	  deliver	  Israel	  out	  of	  the	  hand	  of	  
the	   Philistines”.	   (Judges	   13:3-‐5).	   The	   absence	   of	   character	   made	   Samson	  
not	  to	  end	  as	  a	  deliverer	  of	  Israel	  but	  as	  a	  sportsman	  and	  comedian	  for	  the	  
Philistines	  in	  the	  temple	  of	  their	  god.	  Painfully	  and	  regrettably,	  we	  read	  in	  
Judges	  16:19-‐21,”	  	  

	  	  
Then	  she	  lulled	  him	  to	  sleep	  on	  her	  knees,	  and	  called	  
For	  a	  man	  and	  had	  him	  shave	  off	  the	  seven	  locks	  of	  his	  
head.	  Then	  she	  began	  to	  torment	  him,	  and	  his	  strength	  
left	  him.	  And	  she	  said,	  the	  Philistines	  are	  upon	  
you,	  Samson!	  So	  he	  awoke	  from	  his	  sleep,	  and	  said,	  
I	  will	  go	  out	  as	  before	  at	  other	  times,	  and	  shake	  
myself	  free”.	  But	  he	  did	  not	  know	  that	  the	  
LORD	  had	  departed	  from	  him.	  Then	  the	  Philistines	  
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took	  him	  and	  put	  out	  his	  eyes	  and	  brought	  him	  
down	  to	  Gaza.	  They	  bound	  him	  with	  bronze	  
fetters,	  and	  he	  became	  a	  grinder	  in	  the	  Prison.”	  
	  	  

This	  is	  nothing	  but	  monumental	  disaster	  and	  calamity.	  This	  is	  exactly	  what	  
the	   absence	   of	   character	   has	   done	   to	   a	   lot	   of	   people.	   Many	   supposed	  
deliverers	   in	   our	   generation	  have	  become	  prisoners.	  Dare	   to	  be	   a	  Daniel.	  
Today	  is	  still	  very	  early.	  

THE	  IMPLICATIONS	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD	  THEME:	  

a.	   TO	  PRIESTS,	  PREACHERS,	  AND	  CHURCH	  WORKERS:	  
Ours	   is	   now	   a	   generation	   of	   subjective	   and	   personal	   interpretation	   of	  
Christianity,	  Christian	  doctrine,	  Christian	  principles,	  and	  standard.	  We	  also	  
live	   in	   a	   time	   of	   extreme	   liberalism,	   secular	   humanism,	   and	   social	  
relativism.	   The	   alarming	   rate	   with	   which	   the	   present	   day	   preachers	   and	  
church	   leaders	   are	   dangerously	   adjusting	   the	   church's	   spiritual	   boundary	  
with	   idolatory	  and	  worldliness	   is	  detrimentally	  worrisome.	  Daniel	  resolved	  
that	  no	  matter	  the	  pressure	  on	  him,	  and	  the	  practices	  around	  him,	  he	  will	  
never	   compromise	   God's	   standard	   on	   the	   altar	   of	   popular	   and	   cheap	  
material	  prosperity.	  How	  many	  of	  the	  preachers	  nowadays	  can	  confidently	  
declare	  before	  our	  followers,	  listeners	  and	  congregation	  like	  Paul	  as	  seen	  in	  
1Thesalonians	  2:10,	  “You	  are	  witness,	  and	  God	  also,	  how	  holily	  and	  justly,	  
and	  blamelessly	  we	  behaved	  ourselves	  among	  you	  who	  believe.”	  The	  same	  
challenge	   of	   godly	   character	  was	   thrown	   to	   the	   Israelites	   by	   Samuel	  who	  
was	   their	   priest	   and	   prophet	   thus,	   “I	   have	   walked	   before	   you	   from	   my	  
childhood	  to	  this	  day.	  Here	  I	  am.	  	  Witness	  against	  me	  before	  the	  Lord	  and	  
before	  his	  anointed:	  whose	  ox	  have	  I	  taken,	  or	  whose	  donkey	  have	  I	  taken,	  
or	  whom	   have	   I	   cheated?	  Whom	   have	   I	   oppressed,	   or	   from	  whose	   hand	  
have	   I	   received	  any	  bribe	  with	  which	   to	  blind	  my	  eyes?	   I	  will	   restore	   it	   to	  
you.	   And	   they	   said.	   “You	   have	   not	   cheated	   us	   or	   oppressed	   us,	   nor	   have	  
you	  taken	  anything	  from	  any	  man's	  hand”.	  

	  	  
The	  he	  said	  to	  them,	  “The	  LORD	  is	  witness	  against	  you,	  and	  His	  anointed	  is	  
witness.	   This	   day	   you	   have	   not	   found	   anything	   in	   my	   hand.”	   And	   they	  
answered,	  He	  is	  witness”.	  (I	  Samuel	  12:1-‐5).The	  governors	  and	  satraps	  who	  
were	  Daniel's	  colleagues	  could	  not	  find	  anything	  with	  which	  to	  indict	  him	  in	  
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his	  place	  of	  work.	  Can	  that	  be	  the	  case	  with	  you	  as	  a	  Christian,	  and	  a	  church	  
leader,	  or	  preacher?	  

.b.	   TO	  CIVIL	  OR	  PUBLIC	  SERVANTS:	  
Daniel's	   promotion	   in	   his	   place	   of	   work	   was	   as	   a	   result	   of	   his	   excellent,	  
faithful	   and	   productive	   performance	   and	   service	   as	   a	   public	   servant.	  
According	   to	  Daniel	   6:3,	   “Then	   this	  Daniel	   distinguished	  himself	   above	   all	  
the	  governors	  and	  satraps,	  because	  an	  excellent	  spirit	  was	  in	  him;	  and	  the	  
king	   gave	   thought	   of	   setting	   him	   over	   the	   whole	   realm.”	   He	   was	  
undauntedly	  faithful	  and	  impeccable	  in	  character	  to	  the	  extent	  that	  it	  was	  
impossible	   to	   ignore	   him	   at	   the	   time	   of	   promotion.	   He	   refused	   to	   follow	  
short	  cut	  in	  the	  public	  service	  work.	  No	  fault	  was	  found	  in	  him	  in	  his	  place	  
of	  work.	  A	  total	  of	  highly	  positioned	  one	  hundred	  and	  twenty	  s	  atraps,	  and	  
three	  governors	   spent	   sleepless	  nights	   trying	   to	   find	  at	   least	  one	  error	  or	  
fault	  with	  which	   to	   nail	   Daniel,	   but	   it	  was	   impossible	   to	   find	   it.	   As	   a	   civil	  
servant,	  what	   is	  your	  attitude	   to	  your	  office	  work?	  Can	  we	  not	   find	  some	  
government	   property	   you	   stole	   or	   illegally	   took	   from	   the	   office	   in	   your	  
hands?	   The	   funds	   allocated	   to	   your	   office	   under	   your	   control,	   can	   it	   be	  
truthfully	  and	  transparently	  be	  accounted	  for?	  At	  what	  time	  do	  you	  go	  to	  
work	   in	  your	  office?	  Does	   the	  official	  age	  you	  submitted	   in	   the	  office	  you	  
are	  working	  a	  true	  reflection	  of	  your	  real	  age?	  The	  Word	  of	  God	  says	  that	  
you	  are	  the	  light	  of	  the	  world.	  Do	  you	  show	  the	  light	  or	  are	  you	  a	  beacon	  of	  
darkness?	   Did	   you	   earn	   your	   promotion	   through	   faithful	   and	   sacrificial	  
commitment	   to	   your	   work	   or	   did	   you	   get	   it	   through	   bribery,	   cheating,	  
connection,	   immoral	   lifestyle	   or	   maneuvering?	   God	   is	   still	   looking	   for	  
Daniels	  in	  our	  public	  service.	  

	  	  

c.	   TO	  TRADITONAL	  RULERS,	  AND	  POLITICAL	  LEADERS:	  
The	  Holy	  scripture	  tells	  us	  that	  when	  the	  righteous	  are	  in	  the	  authority,	  the	  
people	   rejoice,	   but	   when	   the	   ungodly	   and	   the	   wicked	   rule,	   the	   people	  
mourn.	   Babylon	   as	   it	   were,	  was	   a	   citadel	   of	   idolatory.	   The	   story	  was	   the	  
same	  from	  the	  Presidential	  lodge	  to	  the	  lowest	  level	  of	  political	  leadership.	  
This	   accounted	   for	  when	   King	  Nebuchadnezzar	  moulded	   the	   gigantic	   idol	  
and	  image,	  and	  invited	  all	  the	  people	  of	  the	  nation	  for	  its	  worship,	  nobody	  
raised	   any	   objection	   to	   it	   (Daniel	   3).	   Everybody	   was	   part	   of	   the	   satanic	  
conspiracy	  of	  idolatory.	  Today,	  there	  is	  a	  very	  dogged	  and	  concerted	  effort	  
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by	  many	  of	  our	  traditional	  and	  political	  leaders	  in	  reviving	  idolatory.	  Can	  we	  
have	  a	  traditional	  ruler	  or	  political	  leader	  who	  will	  dare	  to	  be	  a	  Daniel	  in	  our	  
nation?	   A	   traditional	   ruler	   who	   will	   honestly	   and	   sincerely	   draw	   a	   very	  
sharp	   line	   of	   demarcation	   between	   idolatroy	   and	   sound	   customs,	  
traditions,	  and	  culture?	  When	  can	  we	  have	  trustworthy	  Christian	  politicians	  
in	   our	   country?	   The	   nation	   Nigeria	   is	   in	   dire	   need	   of	   Christian	   politicians	  
who	  will	  walk	  their	  talks.	  I	  have	  always	  said	  and	  maintained	  that	  politics	  in	  
itself	  is	  not	  dirty	  but	  the	  players	  of	  politics	  in	  Nigeria	  are	  not	  only	  dirty,	  but	  
they	  are	  stinking.	  Daniel	   in	  his	  political	  appointments	   left	  no	  one	   in	  doubt	  
that	  he	  was	  sincerely	  godly.	  It	  is	  never	  an	  easy	  thing	  to	  dare	  to	  be	  a	  Daniel	  
in	   a	   crooked	   and	   perverse	   generation	   as	   ours.	   Daniel	   impacted	   his	  
generation	   positively.	   Daniel	   damned	   the	   consequences	   of	   hatred,	  
conspiracy,	  misrepresentation,	  jealousy,	  imprisonment	  and	  even	  death	  just	  
because	  he	  determined	  to	  please	  God.	  True	  character	   is	  developed	  out	  of	  
solid	  conviction.	  Courage,	  character	  and	  conviction	  are	  three	  tripod	  virtues	  
that	  our	  political	  leaders	  have	  in	  a	  very	  deficient	  supply.	  The	  courage	  to	  be	  
unpopular	  yet	  very	  purposeful	  is	  the	  need	  of	  the	  time	  among	  leaders.	  	  

	  	  

.d.	   TO	  YOUTHS,	  AND	  STUDENTS:	  
Incidentally,	  Daniel	  was	  both	  a	  teenager,	  and	  a	  student	  in	  Babylon.	  (Daniel	  
1:3-‐4).	  Daniel	  was	  also	  handsome	  and	  good-‐looking.	  Daniel	  was	  very	  wise.	  
He	   possessed	   wonderful	   knowledge,	   and	   was	   extremely	   intelligent.	   But	  
instead	  of	  allowing	  heathen	  youths	  of	  Babylon	  to	  dictate	  and	  direct	  his	  life	  
and	   lifestyle,	   he	   channeled	   all	   his	   youthful	   energy	   towards	   pleasing	   God,	  
doing	  His	  Will,	  and	  impacting	  his	  generation	  positively.	  To	  me,	  Daniel	  was	  a	  
purpose	   driven,	   visionary	   and	   diligent	   student	   and	   Youth.	   He	   was	   a	  
workaholic.	   Laziness	   and	   loitering	   found	   no	   place	   in	   his	   pattern	   and	  
principle	  of	   living.	  The	  young	  man	  knew	  what	  he	  needed	   in	   life.	  Unlike	  so	  
many	   youths	   and	   students	   of	   our	   time,	   whose	   lives	   are	   characterized	   by	  
purposelessness,	  prodigality,	  laziness,	  godlessness	  and	  distractions.	  Let	  me	  
specifically	  challenge	  our	  youths	  to	  resolve	  to	  be	  like	  Daniel.	  Every	  short	  cut	  
produces	   short	   destiny,	   short	   success,	   short	   celebration,	   and	   short	   life	  
span.	  There	  is	  no	  argument	  about	  the	  biblical	  assertion	  that	  righteousness	  
exalts	  a	  nation,	  but	  sin	  is	  a	  reproach	  to	  any	  people.	  
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The	   foundation	   of	   life,	   excellence	   and	   success	   are	   laid	   only	   on	   the	   Lord	  
Jesus	  Christ.	  Our	  Lord	  Jesus	  said	  in	  John	  15:5	  that,	  without	  Him	  we	  can	  do	  
nothing”.	   There	   is	   no	   true	   success	   outside	  God	   and	   godliness.	  Where	   are	  
you	   channeling	   your	   beauty	   as	   a	   young	   girl?	  Where	   are	   you	   focusing	   the	  
knowledge	   of	   the	   internet,	   and	   the	   social	  media	   you	   have?	   To	  whom	  do	  
you	  yield	  your	  singing	  or	  dancing	  skills	  –	  God,	  or	  Satan?	  No	  youth	  has	  the	  
right	  to	  fail	   in	   life	  either	  as	  a	  student,	  apprentice,	  young	  graduate	  or	  even	  
unemployed	   graduate.	   It	   is	   all	   about	   character	   and	   choice.	   The	   primary	  
concern	  of	  Daniel	  as	  a	  young	  man	  was	  how	  to	  avoid	  defilement	  of	  all	  sorts,	  
and	  serving	  his	  God	  committedly.	  Definitely,	   it	  was	  not	  easy	  at	  all	  for	  him.	  
The	  fear	  of	  rejection,	  ridicule	  and	  refusal	  confronted	  him,	  but	  he	  resolved	  
to	  pay	  the	  price	  of	  true	  greatness.	  

	  	  
Nothing	   is	   qualified	   to	   be	   called	   success	   if	   it	   did	   not	   originate	   from	  God,	  
born	  out	  of	  godly	  character,	  and	  pursues	  the	  glory	  and	  honour	  of	  God.	  That	  
means,	   if	   a	   young	   girl	  mortgages	   her	  morality	   in	   order	   to	   pass	   exams,	   or	  
wear	   good	   and	   gorgeous	   dresses,	   that	   can	   never	   be	   called	   success	   or	  
blessing.	  In	  Mathew	  6:33	  we	  read,	  “But	  seek	  first	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God	  and	  
His	  righteousness,	  and	  all	   these	  things	  shall	  be	  added	  to	  you.”	  Daniel	  as	  a	  
young	  boy	  did	  not	  pray	  for	  material	  prosperity;	  rather	  he	  worked	  for	  godly	  
character.	   No	   young	   person	   throughout	   the	   history	   of	   human	   existence	  
who	  has	  sought	  to	  devoutly	  please	  God,	  and	  worked	  diligently	  ever	  failed	  in	  
life.	   The	   devil	   is	   destroying	   our	   youths	   with	   the	   triple	   barrel	   weapon	   of	  
immorality,	   godlessness	   and	   laziness.	   The	   Spirit	   of	   excellence	   is	   dying	   on	  
daily	   basis	   in	   the	   lives	   and	   dictionary	   of	   our	   youths.	   Daniel	   pursued	  God,	  
godliness,	   and	   excellence,	   and	   he	   eventually	   excelled.	   You	   can	   do	   same	  
today.	  

	  	  

	  	  

CONCLUSION:	  

Our	   families,	  churches,	  and	  society	  are	  sick	  because	  Daniels	  are	  no	  where	  to	  be	  
found	   again.	   Our	   worship	   of	   God	   is	   only	   confessional	   and	   ceremonial.	   Nobody	  
wants	   to	   pay	   the	   price	   of	   true	   Christian	   life	   and	   godliness.	   Compromise	   and	  
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conformity	  have	  replaced	  conviction	  and	  character.	  Holiness	  of	   life	  and	  holiness	  
preaching	  are	  now	  anathema	  on	  the	  lips	  of	  preachers	  of	  our	  time.	  The	  reason	  is	  
very	  clear	  –	  The	  fear	  of	  persecution,	  rejection	  by	  the	  world,	  ridicule	  and	  exclusion.	  
Christians	   are	   praying	   for	   prosperity,	   yet	   no	   one	   is	   ready	   to	   pay	   the	   price	   of	  
doctrinal	  persistence	  and	  unpopularity.	  Daniel	  risked	  death,	  but	  he	  did	  not	  die.	  He	  
risked	   imprisonment	  and	   torture	  but	  God	  stood	  by	  him.	  He	  honoured	  God	   first,	  
and	   God	   honoured	   him.	   He	   promoted	   godliness,	   and	   God	   promoted	   him	   all	  
round.	   For	   anyone	   to	   be	   a	   Daniel	   in	   our	   generation,	   he	   or	   she	   must	   have	   a	  
compelling	   purpose;	   a	   clear	   perspective	   of	   his	   purpose;	   a	   continual	   prayer	   life;	  
and	  a	  courageous	  persistence	  in	  his	  convictions:	  If	  you	  dare	  to	  be	  a	  Daniel,	  there	  
must	   be	   a	   robust	   combination	   of	   the	   six	   qualities	   of	   character,	   competence,	  
convictions,	   courage,	   charisma,	   commitment,	   and	   compassion.	   Though	   to	   be	   a	  
Daniel	  is	  never	  easy,	  it	  is	  still	  possible,	  and	  has	  no	  credible	  alternative.	  The	  grace	  
of	  our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ	  is	  still	  readily	  available	  to	  all	  sincere	  deciders	  today	  to	  be	  a	  
Daniel.	  

	  	  

I	  implore	  you	  to	  rise	  with	  me	  as	  we	  sing	  Ancient	  and	  Modern	  304.	  

A&M	  304	  

1.	   FIGHT	  the	  good	  fight	  with	  all	  thy	  might!	  

	   Christ	  is	  thy	  strength,	  and	  Christ	  thy	  right;	  

	   Lay	  hold	  on	  life,	  and	  it	  shall	  be~	  

	   Thy	  joy	  and	  crown	  eternally.	  

2.	   Run	  the	  straight	  race	  through	  God's	  good	  grace,	  

	   Lift	  up	  thine	  eyes,	  and	  seek	  his	  face;	  

	   Life	  with	  its	  way	  before	  us	  lies;	  

	   Christ	  is	  the	  path,	  and	  Christ	  the	  prize.	  

3.	   Cast	  care	  aside,	  lean	  on	  thy	  guide;	  
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	   His	  boundless	  mercy	  will	  provide;	  

	   Trust,	  and	  thy	  trusting	  soul	  shall	  prove	  

	   Christ	  is	  its	  life,	  and	  Christ	  its	  love.	  

4.	   Faint	  not	  nor	  fear,	  his	  arms	  are	  near;	  

	   He	  changeth	  not,	  and	  thou	  are	  dear;	  

	   Only	  believe,	  and	  thou	  shall	  see	  

	   That	  Christ	  is	  all	  in	  all	  to	  thee.	  	  	  Amen.	  

Thank	  you	  immensely	  for	  listening	  patiently.	  

Your	  Bishop,	  and	  friend,	  

	  	  

+EPHRAIM	  AMICHI	  

11th	  June,	  2016.	  
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CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  
[Anglican	  communion]	  

	  
PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER	  

	  
DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI	  

	  
PRESIDENTIAL	  ADDRESS	  

	  
PRESENTED	  BY	  

	  
HIS	  LORDSHIP	  

THE	  RT.	  REVD.	  EPHRAIM	  .O.	  IKEAKOR	  
BISHOP,	  DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI	  

	  
TO	  THE	  

THIRD	  SESSION	  OF	  THE	  THIRD	  SYNOD	  
	  

THEME:	  “CONTENDING	  FOR	  THE	  FAITH,	  AND	  
MAINTAINING	  BIBLE	  STANDARD	  IN	  A	  

PERVERSE	  AND	  ANTI-‐CHRISTIAN	  
GENERATION”.	  [jude	  1:1-‐4].	  

	  
Date:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Saturday,	  10th	  June,	  2017.	  

	  
Venue:	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  st.	  James’	  church,	  azigbo.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



407	  
	  

DIOCESAN	  ANTHEM	  
	  

	  
	   1.	   AMICHI	  DIOCESE,	  PEOPLE	  OF	  GOD,	  
	   	   THE	  SHEEP	  OF	  HIS	  FLOCK	  LIFT	  UP	  YOUR	  VOICES,	  
	   	   REJOICE,	  REJOICE,	  REJOICE,	  
	   	   FOR	  JESUS	  CHRIST	  IS	  OUR	  SURE	  ANCHOR,	  
	   	   WE	  SHALL	  STAND	  FOR	  HIM.	  
	  
	   2.	   AMICHI	  DIOCESE,	  
	   	   GOD’S	  OWN	  DIOCESE,	  
	   	   WHOSOEVER	  LIVES	  AND	  LABOURS	  
	   	   IN	  CHRIST	  JESUS,	  
	   	   DIVINE	  CROWN	  IS	  WON,	  
	   	   ARISE,	  MARCH	  ON,	  MARCH	  ON,	  
	   	   MARCH	  ON,	  PEOPLE	  OF	  GOD	  SOULS	  
	   	   TO	  WIN-‐	  THE	  HOLY	  SCRIPTURES	  UPHOLD,	  
	   	   AND	  RECEIVE	  E-‐TER-‐NAL	  CROWN.	  
	  
	   3.	   AMICHI	  DIOCESE,	  
	   	   “JESUS	  CHRIST	  OUR	  SURE	  ANCHOR!!”	  
	   	   IESUS	  CHRISTUS	  NOSTRA!	  
	   	   FUNDAMENTA-‐FIRMA.	  
	  
	  
SYNOD	  PRAYER:	  	  
	  
Almighty	  God,	  and	  everlasting	  Father,	  you	  have	  promised	  through	  Your	  Son	  Jesus	  
Christ	  to	  be	  with	  Your	  church	  to	  the	  end	  of	  the	  age.	  We	  thank	  You	  for	  bringing	  us	  
together	   for	   the	  3rd	   Session	  of	   the	  3rd	   Synod	  of	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Amichi	   (Anglican	  
Communion),	  meeting	  now	  in	  Your	  name.	  	  	  
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We	  humbly	  ask	   for	  Your	  power	  of	   the	  Holy	  Spirit	  upon	  us	  as	  we	  deliberate	  and	  
reflect	  in	  this	  Synod.	  Grant	  us	  a	  right	  judgment	  in	  all	  things.	  
	  
Deliver	  us	  from	  all	  error,	  ignorance,	  pride,	  selfishness,	  and	  prejudices.	  	  
Grant	  us	  the	  hunger	  to	  always	  pray	  and	  read	  the	  Holy	  Bible.	  Strengthen	  our	  faith	  
in	  You;	  grant	  us	  the	  grace	  and	  boldness	  to	  earnestly	  contend	  for	  the	  faith,	  to	  shun	  
all	  practices	  that	  are	  contrary	  to	  what	  we	  profess	  as	  Christians,	  and	  to	  be	  faithful	  
until	  death.	  Enable	  us	  in	  this	  perverse	  and	  anti-‐Christian	  generation	  to	  stand	  out,	  
and	   maintain	   Bible	   standard	   both	   in	   word	   and	   deed,	   through	   Jesus	   Christ	   our	  
Lord.	  Amen.	  	  
	  
	  
COURTESIES	  AND	  PLEASANTRIES:	  
	  
My	  soul	  still	  remembers	  and	  sinks	  within	  me.	  This	  I	  recall	  to	  my	  mind,	  therefore	  I	  
have	   hope.	   Through	   the	   LORD’S	   mercies	   we	   are	   not	   consumed,	   because	   His	  
compassions	  fail	  not.	  They	  are	  new	  every	  morning;	  great	  is	  Your	  faithfulness.	  The	  
LORD	  is	  my	  portion,	  says	  my	  soul,	  “Therefore	  I	  hope	  in	  Him.	  The	  LORD	  is	  good	  to	  
those	   who	   wait	   for	   Him,	   to	   the	   soul	   who	   seeks	   Him.	   [Lamentation	   3:20-‐25].	  
Beloved	  people	  of	  God,	  this	  is	  the	  song	  and	  meditation	  of	  my	  heart	  as	  I	  remember	  
that	   it	  has	  been	  another	  year	   since	  we	  assembled	   for	  our	   last	   synod	  which	  was	  
the	  Second	  Session	  of	   the	  Third	  Synod.	  The	  almighty	  God	  has	   indeed	  been	  very	  
merciful,	   faithful,	  and	  gracious	  to	  us	  all	  at	   family,	  Church,	  and	  diocese	   levels.	  To	  
Him	  alone	  belong	  all	  the	  glory,	  honour,	  praise	  and	  adoration	  both	  now	  and	  always	  
in	  the	  name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  our	  Lord.	  Amen.	  
	  
We	   welcome	   with	   great	   joy,	   The	   Dean	   Emeritus	   of	   Church	   of	   Nigeria,	   and	   the	  
Archbishop	  of	  the	  Ecclesiastical	  Province	  of	  the	  Niger,	  His	  Grace,	  The	  Most	  Revd.	  
Christian	  Ogochukwu	  Efobi	  to	  this	  synod.	  Your	  Grace,	  thank	  you	  for	  coming.	  We	  
also	  joyfully	  and	  heartily	  welcome	  the	  Executive	  Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  His	  
Excellency,	  Chief	  Dr.	  Willie	  Maduaburochukwu	  Obiano	  to	  the	  synod.	  Permit	  me	  to	  
further	  welcome	  all	  the	  bishops	  of	  our	  Church,	  both	  serving	  and	  retired	  who	  have	  
graced	   this	   auspicious	   occasion	  with	   their	   revered	   presence.	   At	   the	   end	   of	   the	  
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Address,	  we	  shall	  introduce	  them	  adequately.	  It	  is	  also	  with	  a	  gladsome	  heart	  that	  
we	  appreciate	  and	  welcome	  all	  the	  Royal	  Fathers;	  The	  Chancellor	  of	  our	  Diocese,	  
Hon.	   Justice	   G.C.	   Anulude,	   The	   Registrar,	   Lady	   Barr.	   Amaka	   Udogu,	   other	  
members	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Legal	   Team,	   The	   gallant	   Knights	   and	   Ladies	   of	   our	  
diocese,	   synod	  delegates,	   and	  other	  dignitaries	  here	  present.	  We	   cannot	   in	   any	  
way	   forget	   to	   appreciate	   the	   President	   of	   the	  Mothers’	   Union,	  Women’s	   Guild	  
and	  Girls’	  Guild	  of	  our	  Diocese,	  Dame	  Nkem	  Ikeakor,	  who	  is	  also	  my	  very	  wife.	  
	  
We	  thank	  and	  welcome	  the	  clergy	  of	  the	  diocese	  and	  their	  wives,	  the	  academia,	  
the	   business	   community,	   and	   indeed	   the	   fourth	   estate	   of	   the	   realm-‐	   the	  
gentlemen	  of	   the	   Press.	   You	   are	   all	   highly	  welcome	   to	   the	   Third	   Session	   of	   the	  
Third	  Synod	  of	  our	  Diocese.	  The	  almighty	  God	  in	  whose	  name	  we	  have	  gathered	  
will	  surely	  bless,	  preserve,	  and	  prosper	  your	  lives	  spiritually	  and	  physically	  in	  the	  
name	  of	  Jesus	  Christ.	  Amen.	  
	  
SYNOD	  RESOURCE	  PERSONS:	  
	  
a]	   THE	  SYNOD	  CHIEF	  EXPOSITOR:	  
Our	  main	  Speaker	  and	  Bible	  Expositor	   in	  this	  Third	  Session	  of	  the	  Third	  Synod	   is	  
Ven.	  Prof.	  Pic.	  Charles	  Onwochei.	  Pic	  Charles	  Onwochei	  is	  a	  priest	  and	  Venerable	  
in	  the	  Anglican	  Diocese	  of	  Jos.	  He	  is	  the	  Cathedral	  Archdeacon.	  He	  is	  a	  teacher	  of	  
the	  Word	  of	  God	  and	  has	  been	  priviledged	  to	  teach	  God’s	  word	  around	  the	  world.	  
He	  is	  a	  worship	  leader	  and	  by	  God’s	  grace	  leads	  the	  Jos	  Worship	  Assembly	  which	  
is	  an	  Interdenominational	  hour	  of	  deep,	  spiritual	  and	  appreciative	  Worship.	  He	  is	  
also	  a	  song	  writer	  and	  has	  many	  published	  songs.	  Pic	  is	  a	  member	  of	  International	  
Faculty	  of	  Haggai	  Institute,	  and	  facilitates	  the	  Advanced	  Leadership	  Training	  of	  the	  
Institute	  both	  Locally	  and	  Internationally.	  
	  
Besides,	  Ven.	  Pic	  Charles	  Onwochei	  is	  a	  professor	  of	  Ethics	  and	  Philosophy	  in	  the	  
University	  of	   Jos,	   and	  has	   taught	   Ethics	   and	   related	   courses	   for	  many	  years.	  He	  
has	  keen	  research	  interest	  in	  social	  ethics	  related	  issues	  with	  a	  Christian	  reflective	  
and	   evaluative	   response.	   He	   has	   researched	   extensively	   in	   this	   area,	   and	   has	  
presented	  and	  published	  many	  scholarly	  papers	  both	   locally	  and	   internationally.	  
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He	  has	  also	  authored	  books	  including:	  “Music,	  Morality,	  and	  Church	  Growth:	  The	  
Nigerian	   Experience”,	   “The	   Effective	   Music	   Minister:	   The	   Spiritual	   and	   Moral	  
Demands”,	  and	  “They	  Go	  about	  Naked:	  A	  Moral,	  Social	  and	  Biblical	  Reflection	  on	  
Today’s	  Dressing	  Patterns”.	  
	  
He	   is	   married	   to	   Sister	   Modupe	   Pic-‐Onwochei	   and	   together	   they	   have	   four	  
biological	  children.	  Ven.	  Pic	  is	  a	  grateful	  person,	  always	  mindful	  of	  the	  fact	  that	  he	  
does	  not	  qualify	  for	  God’s	  work.	  Only	  by	  grace	  and	  mercy	  has	  he	  been	  allowed	  to	  
touch	  God’s	  work.	  We	  gladly	  welcome	  Ven.	  Prof.	  Pic	  Onwochei	  to	  the	  Diocese	  of	  
Amichi	   as	   the	   main	   synod	   speaker	   and	   Bible	   expositor.	   Those	   of	   us	   who	   have	  
listened	   to	   him	   since	   Thursday	  will	   bear	  me	  witness	   that	   we	   have	   not	  made	   a	  
wrong	  choice.	  
	  
	  
b]	   THE	  BIBLE	  STUDY	  LEADER/FACILITATOR:	  
This	  year	  we	  have	  chosen	  prayerfully,	  The	  Ven.	  Azubike	  Mbadiwe	  Innocent	  Ugoha	  
to	  be	  our	  synod	  Bible	  Study	   facilitator.	  Ven.	  Azubuike	  was	  born	   to	   the	   family	  of	  
Chief	  and	  Mrs	  Patrick	  Okwuanasoanya	  and	  Agnes	  .P.	  Ugoha	  on	  June	  15,	  1967.	  He	  
was	  ordained	  a	  Deacon	  by	   the	   late	  Rt.	  Revd	  Y.A.	  Fubara	   in	   the	  Diocese	  of	  Niger	  
Delta.	  He	  was	  priested	  by	  the	  Rt.	  Revd	  Samuel	  Onyeuku	  Elenwo	  in	  the	  Diocese	  of	  
Niger	   Delta	   North.	   He	   was	   preferred	   and	   collated	   Canon,	   and	   Archdeacon	  
respectively	  by	  The	  Most	  Revd	  Dr.	  Ignatius	  Kattey	  in	  1999,	  and	  2003	  respectively.	  
He	  is	  currently	  serving	  in	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Evo	  which	  was	  created	  out	  of	  Niger	  Delta	  
North	  Diocese.	  
	  
The	  Ven.	  Azubuike	  Ugoha	  is	  an	  astute	  theologian	  and	  an	  evangelical	  scholar	  with	  
special	  interest	  both	  in	  biblical	  studies	  and	  studies	  in	  African	  Traditional	  Religion.	  
He	   attended	   Trinity	   Theological	   College,	   Umuahia	   where	   he	   graduated	   with	  
diploma	  in	  Theology;	  and	  Diploma	  in	  Religious	  Studies	  in	  Distinction.	  He	  attended	  
Abia	  State	  University,	  Uturu	  where	  he	  got	  a	  Bachelor’s	  Degree	   in	  Education	  and	  
Religious	  Studies.	  He	  recently	  successfully	  defended	  his	  Master’s	  Degree	  Thesis	  in	  
Religious	  Studies	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Calabar.	  Ven.	  Azubuike	  is	  currently	  doing	  his	  
second	  Master’s	  Degree	  programme	  in	  Christian	  Theology	  with	  the	  National	  Open	  
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University,	   Nigeria.	   He	   is	   a	   full-‐time	   committed	   Anglican	   Clergyman.	   He	   is	   an	  
Evangelist,	   and	   a	   Revivalist	   by	   divine	   calling	   and	  mandate.	   He	   is	   well	   graced	   in	  
prayer,	  healing	  and	  deliverance	  ministries.	  The	  Gospel	  message	  has	  taken	  him	  to	  
some	  countries	  outside	  the	  shores	  of	  Nigeria.	  
	  

He	  is	  a	  conference	  and	  seminar	  speaker.	  He	  has	  held	  various	  leadership	  positions	  
such	  as:	  President,	  Scripture	  Union	  Nigeria,	  Trinity	  Theological	  College,	  Umuahia;	  
Zonal	  Schools	  Co-‐ordinator	  and	  Sub-‐Zonal	  leader	  of	  Scripture	  Union	  (SU)	  Nigeria;	  
Secretary	  of	  Anglican	  Youth	  Fellowship	   (AYF),	  and	  EFAC,	  Nigeria	  etc.	  He	  was	  the	  
Chaplain	  of	  Prayer	  and	  Hospital	  Ministries	  of	  the	  Diocese	  of	  the	  Niger	  Delta	  North;	  
and	  Industrial	  Chaplaincy	  of	  the	  Diocese	  of	  Evo	  where	  they	  organize	  fellowships	  in	  
industries,	   banks,	   supermarkets,	   motor	   parks,	   and	   security	   companies.	   Ven.	  
Azubuike	  Ugoha	  is	  a	  gifted	  Church	  planter.	  He	  planted	  seven	  (7)	  Churches	  out	  of	  
the	  popular	  St.	  Andrew’s	  Church	  Mile	  1	  Diobu,	  Port	  Harcourt.	  During	  his	  period	  of	  
ministry	  at	  Eleme	  in	  Rivers	  State,	  2004	  –	  2008,	  he	  planted	  a	  total	  of	  twelve	  (12)	  
churches	  which	  gave	  birth	  to	  a	  new	  archdeaconry	  named	  Odido	  Archdeaconry.	  
	  
As	  an	  intercessor	  and	  Prayer	  warrior,	  	  a	  burden	  bearer	  with	  passion	  for	  Anglican	  
and	   worldwide	   revival,	   he	   founded	   The	   Underground	   Anglican	   Intercessors;	  
Revival	  Intercessory	  Ministry	  in	  Anglican	  Church	  [RIMAC],	  and	  Revival	  Intercessory	  
Squad	   in	   Anglican	   Communion	   [RISAC]	   which	   was	   committed	   to	   praying	   for	  
Anglican	  revival	  till	  date.	  	  
	  
The	  Venerable	  Azubuike	  Ugoha	  is	  married	  to	  Princess	  Precious	  and	  the	  marriage	  is	  
blessed	  with	  four	  children	  namely;	  Testimony,	  Nobleman,	  Majesty	  and	  Evidence.	  
They	  are	  all	  boys.	  We	  heartily	  welcome	  Ven.	  Azubuike	  to	  our	  Synod	  this	  year.	  
	  
THE	  VENUE	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  
St.	   James’	  Church,	  Azigbo	  where	  this	  Third	  Session	  of	  the	  Third	  Synod	   is	  holding	  
today	   is	   the	   product	   of	   the	   spiritual	   interplay	   among	   four	   contemporary	  
indigenous	   earlier	   Christian	   converts	   namely;	   Mr	   Joseph	   Nwosu,	   Mr.	   John	  
Udenkwo,	  Mr	   James	   Olisakwe,	   and	  Mr	   Godfrey	   Egbosimba.	   These	  men	   proved	  
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themselves	   as	   vessels	   of	   vision,	   Honour,	   and	   Spiritual	   procreation	   which	  
eventually	  led	  to	  the	  planting	  and	  growth	  of	  this	  Church.	  It	  is	  worthy	  of	  note	  that	  
before	   they	   succeeded	   in	   their	   endeavour	   to	   plant	   the	   Church,	   they	   passed	  
through	   several	   imaginable	   and	   unimaginable	   hurdles	   which	   include	   family	  
abandonment,	   economic	   hardship	   and	   deprivations,	   poisoning	   and	   other	   life	  
threatening	   ordeals,	   land	   scarcity	   and	   several	   environmental	   challenges	   more	  
especially	   the	   dominant	   negative	   effect	   of	   the	   then	   more	   popular	   traditional	  
religion.	   Amidst	   all	   these,	   they	   excelled	   and	   triumphed	   tremendously	   knowing	  
and	   trusting	   in	   the	   almighty	   God	   who	   has	   called	   them	   through	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	  
Christ.	  
It	  started	  in	  1917	  when	  Mr	  Joseph	  Nwosu	  was	  converted	  to	  the	  Anglican	  Christian	  
faith	  at	  Nnewi.	  He	  was	  a	  grandson	  of	  a	  popular	  Nnewi	  Chief	  [Eze	  Ugbo	  anyamba],	  
and	   as	   a	   standard	   III	   pupil	   then,	   he	   assembled	   the	   other	   three	   converts	   into	   a	  
Christian	  army.	  They	  embarked	  on	   intermittent	  home	  returns	  from	  their	  various	  
locations	   for	   an	   in-‐house	   fellowship	   which	   was	   usually	   conducted	   by	   Joseph	  
himself	  with	  his	  wife,	  Grace	  Nwosu.	  Bible	  teaching,	  counselling	  and	  prayers	  were	  
their	  regular	  fellowship	  activities	  with	  vocational	  and	  minor	  education	  on	  how	  to	  
read	   and	   write	   A.B.C.D……	   They	   also	   embarked	   on	   house	   to	   house	   evangelism	  
during	  which	  prayers	  were	  offered	  for	  the	  sick	  and	  demon-‐afflicted.	  As	  a	  result	  of	  
their	   prayers,	   signs,	   wonders	   and	   testimonies	   accompanied	   their	   prayers	   as	   a	  
result	  and	  manifestation	  of	  the	  indwelling	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  in	  them.	  This	  gave	  rise	  
to	  the	  numerical	  growth	  of	  the	  young	  Church	  as	  many	  souls	  were	  won	  to	  the	  Lord	  
Jesus	  Christ.	  
	  
The	  numerical	  growth	  gave	  rise	  to	  the	  need	  for	  a	  more	  spacious	  Church	  building,	  
and	   also	   a	   Church	   teacher.	   As	   a	   temporal	   solution,	   the	  Nnewi	  District	   Board	   of	  
C.M.S.	   in	   1920	   commissioned	  Mr.	   Joseph	  Nwosu	  as	   a	   Local	  Helper	   for	   the	   local	  
young	   congregation.	   In	   1918,	   the	   founding	   fathers	   put	   up	   a	   building.	   It	   was	   a	  
twelve	   seated	   mud	   building	   which	   gave	   the	   earlier	   converts	   a	   momentary	  
accommodation	  relief.	  Under	  Joseph	  Nwosu’s	  leadership,	  another	  Church	  building	  
was	   erected	   between	   1919	   and	   1922.	   They	   sourced	   land	   for	   these	   church	  
buildings	  from	  various	  land	  owners	  to	  whom	  they	  paid	  relevant	  values,	  costs	  and	  
considerations.	   In	   1923,	   Mr	   Moses	   Emebo	   from	   Oba	   was	   posted	   as	   the	   first	  
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resident	  Church	  teacher.	  In	  1924,	  the	  first	  baptism	  was	  conducted	  by	  the	  District	  
superintendent,	   Revd	   Ekpunobi.	   Mr	   Isaiah	   Enechukwu,	   Aaron	   Okika,	   Josiah	  
Ozoemena	  and	  Peter	  Egbosimba	  were	  the	  first	  set	  of	  converts	  to	  be	  baptized	   in	  
the	  Church.	   In	  1927,	  the	  first	  wedding	  ceremony	  was	  held	  and	  conducted	  in	  the	  
church	   between	  Mr.	   Joseph	  Nwosu	   and	   his	  wife,	   Grace	   Nwosu.	   John	   Udenkwo	  
wedded	  in	  1928,	  and	  in	  1929	  James	  Olisakwe	  also	  wedded.	  At	  different	  times,	  the	  
Church	   lost	   some	   of	   her	   members	   due	   to	   persecutions,	   intimidation,	   and	  
molestation.	  The	  most	  notable	  incident	  was	  the	  death	  of	  Okeke	  Akakpalu	  fondly	  
called	   “Okeke	  Pem”	   in	   1927.	   The	  Church	  was	   subjected	   to	   very	  unpleasant	   and	  
expensive	  blackmail	  with	  an	  allegation	  that	  Okeke	  was	  buried	  standing.	  This	  was	  
aimed	  at	  portraying	  the	  church	  as	  a	  congregation	  of	  the	  abominable;	  “Ndi	  n’eme	  
aru”	  and	  hence	  potential	  victims	  of	  Udo’s	  wrath.	  Some	  of	  the	  new	  converts	  were	  
not	   ready	   for	   such	  wrath,	   and	   even	   if	   they	  were,	   their	   kiths	   and	   kins	   so	  much	  
pressurized	  them	  that	  they	  slacked	  back	  to	  traditional	  religion	  thereby	  giving	  up	  
their	  Christian	   faith.	  The	   founding	   fathers	   triumphed	  with	  patience,	  prayers	  and	  
evangelism.	  In	  1940,	  circumstances	  made	  the	  church	  to	  be	  attached	  to	  St.	  Simon’s	  
District	  Church,	  Nnobi.	  In	  November	  1985,	  the	  first	  confirmation	  service	  was	  held	  
in	   this	  Church	  presided	  over	  by	  Rt.	  Revd	   J.A.	  Onyemelukwe,	   the	   then	  Bishop	  of	  
the	  Diocese	   on	   the	  Niger.	   In	   his	   post	   confirmation	   speech	   to	   the	   congregation,	  
being	   so	  much	   impressed	  with	  what	  he	   saw,	   the	  bishop	  said,	   “Azigbo	  unu	  malu	  
asu	  unu	  asua	  n’ikwe”.	  This	  statement	  triggered	  off	  the	  quest	  for	  District	  status	  by	  
the	   Church.	   A	   three	   man	   delegation	   of	   Mr.	   Clifford	   Okechukwu,	   Emmanuel	  
Okonkwo	  and	  Joseph	  Umeileka	  was	  sent	   to	  Nnobi	  District	  Superintendent,	  Revd	  
Canon	  Benneth	  Okeke	  with	  the	  application	  for	  a	  District	  Status.	  In	  1985,	  a	  District	  
Board	   meeting	   was	   held	   at	   St.	   Paul’s	   Church,	   Nnobi	   and	   the	   application	   was	  
considered	  and	  approved.	  On	  14th	  June,	  1986,	  St.	  James’	  Church	  was	  inaugurated	  
a	  District,	  and	  the	  Revd	  I.C.	  Nwaka	  was	  instituted	  and	  inducted	  as	  the	  first	  District	  
superintendent	  under	  Onitsha	  Archdeaconry	  in	  the	  Diocese	  on	  the	  Niger.	  On	  14th	  
November,	  1992,	  Amichi	  Archdeaconry	  was	  created	  out	  of	  Onitsha	  Archdeaconry	  
with	  St.	  James’	  Church,	  Azigbo	  as	  part	  of	  the	  Archdeaconry.	  With	  the	  creation	  of	  
Amichi	  Diocese	   in	  2009,	   St.	   James’	  Church,	  Azigbo	  became	  part	  of	  Amichi	  West	  
Archdeaconry.	  Thereafter,	  on	  24th	  July,	  2011,	  she	  was	   inaugurated	  a	  one	  Church	  
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Archdeaconry	  by	  His	  Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Ephraim	  .O.	   Ikeakor.	  Ven.	  Augustine	  
Ojukwu	  was	  installed	  as	  the	  first	  Archdeacon	  of	  Azigbo	  Archdeaconry.	  
	  
SOME	  NOTABLE	  EVENTS	  IN	  THE	  CHURCH:	  
-‐	   The	   dedication	   of	   the	   second	   Church	   building	   was	   done	   by	   Rt.	   Revd	   J.A.	  

Onyemelukwe	  in	  December,	  1981.	  

-‐	   Mr	  Okechukwu	  Clifford	  was	  ordained	  a	  Priest	  in	  1992.	  

-‐	   Mr.	  Joel	  Enechukwu	  was	  also	  ordained	  a	  priest	  in	  1994.	  

-‐	   The	  Foundation	  Stone	  Laying	  of	   this	  present	  Church	  building	  was	  done	  by	  

His	  Lordship,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  E.O.	  Ikeakor	  on	  26th	  October,	  2010.	  

-‐	   The	  Second	  Diocesan	  Women	  Conference	  of	  Amichi	  Diocese	  was	  hosted	  by	  

St.	  James’	  Church,	  Azigbo	  in	  July,	  2010.	  

-‐	   Mr.	  Chidiebere	  Ifechukwu	  was	  ordained	  a	  Priest	  in	  the	  Diocese	  on	  the	  Niger	  

in	  July,	  2016.	  

-‐	   This	  Church	  hosted	  the	  8th	  Diocesan	  Girls’	  Guild	  Conference	  in	  September,	  
2016.	  

The	   Church	   is	   hosting	   the	   Third	   Session	   of	   the	   Third	   Synod	   of	   the	   Diocese	   of	  
Amichi	  this	  year	  which	  coincidentally	  and	  historically	  is	  the	  Centenary	  year	  
of	  the	  Church.	  

	  
CHRONOLOGY	  OF	  CHURCH	  WORKERS	  WHO	  HAVE	  SERVED	  IN	  THE	  CHURCH:	  

S/N	   NAME	   DATE	  

1	   Joseph	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Nwosu	   1920	  –	  1923	  	  

2	   Moses	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Emebo	   1923	  –	  1930	  	  

3	   Peter	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Adieme	   1930	  –	  1938	  

4	   Daniel	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ibo	  	   1938	  –	  1945	  
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5	   Thomas	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Madusolumuo	   1945	  –	  1948	  

6	   Isaiah	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Okeke	   1948	  –	  1953	  

7	   Jeremiah	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Okoye	   1953	  –	  1957	  	  

8	   Samuel	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ekeokwu	   1957	  –	  1961	  	  

9	   Mark	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Chukwudolue	   1961	  –	  1966	  	  

10	   Alfred	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Uzoagu	   1966	  –	  1972	  	  

11.	   Nathan	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Anyiam	   1972	  –	  1981	  

12	   G.	  C.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Okolo	   1981	  –	  1984	  	  

13	   Revd	  I.	  C.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Nwaka	   1984	  –	  1992	  	  

14	   Revd	  Stephen	  	  	  	  	  	  Nzekwe	   1992	  –	  1994	  	  

15.	   Revd	  Benneth	  	  	  	  	  	  Anene	   1994	  –	  1997	  	  

16	   Revd	  Alphonsus	  	  	  Ireoba	   1997	  –	  1999	  	  

17	   Revd	  G.I.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Okpala	   1999	  –	  2001	  	  

18	   Revd	  Joseph	  Iyke	  	  Okafor	   2001	  –	  2005	  	  

19	   Revd	  W.O.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Chukwuma	   2005	  –	  2007	  	  

20	   Ven.	  A.U.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ojukwu	   2007	  –	  2011	  	  

21	   Ven.	  Dr.	  J.O.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Maduka	   2011	  –	  2013	  	  

22	   Revd	  Robinson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Oguchi	   2011	  [Curate]	  

23	   Revd	  Paulinus	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ndukwu	   2013	  [Curate]	  

24.	   Ven.	  Jonathan	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Umeasiegbu	   2013	  –	  2015	  	  

25	   Revd	  Chukwunonso	  	  	  	  	  	  Chijindu	   2014	  [Curate]	  
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26	   Revd	  Samuel	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Iwuorah	   2014	  [Curate]	  

27	   Ven.	  Chika	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Mbeyi	   2015	  –	  Date	  

28	   Revd	  Chidi	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Enemo	   2015	  –	  2017	  [Curate]	  

29	   Canon	  Promise	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Okoroafor	   2017	  [Curate]	  

30	   Revd	  Promise	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Alor	   2017	  

	  
	  
The	   Church	   is	   blessed	   with	   some	   committed	   and	   supportive	   Lay	   Readers,	   and	  
Knights	  and	  Ladies.	  It	  is	  worthy	  of	  note	  that	  the	  current	  chancellor	  of	  Aba	  Diocese,	  
Sir	  Donald	  Ibezim	  Udogu	  (SAN)	  is	  from	  this	  Church,	  while	  the	  current	  Registrar	  of	  
Amichi	  Diocese,	  Lady	  Barr	  Amaka	  Udogu	  is	  also	  from	  St.	  James’	  Church,	  Azigbo.	  To	  
God	  be	  all	  the	  glory,	  praise	  and	  adoration	  for	  the	  great	  height	  He	  has	  taken	  this	  
mustard	  seed	  which	  was	  sown	  one	  hundred	  years	  ago	  by	  God’s	  faithful,	  zealous	  
and	  committed	  children.	  	  
	  
	  
CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA:	  NEWS/EVENTS:	  
	  
A.	   STANDING	  COMMITTEE	  MEETINGS:	  
Two	   Standing	   Committee	   meetings	   have	   been	   held	   after	   our	   last	   synod.	   The	  
September	   edition	   of	   the	   Standing	   Committee	  was	   held	   in	   the	   Province	   of	   the	  
Niger,	   and	   hosted	   by	   the	   Province,	   and	   Awka	   Diocese	   from	   Monday	   19th	   to	  
Thursday	  22nd	  September,	  2016.	  The	  theme	  of	  that	  meeting	  was	  “Who	  is	  on	  the	  
Lord’s	   Side”.	   Egba	   Diocese	   hosted	   the	   February	   edition	   from	   Monday	   20th	   to	  
Thursday	  24th	  February,	  2017	  at	  Abeokuta.	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  meeting	  was	  “I	  am	  
that	  I	  am”.	  We	  give	  all	  thanks	  to	  the	  almighty	  God	  for	  granting	  all	  the	  delegates	  
traveling	  mercy.	  
	  
	  
B.	   BISHOPS’	  ANNUAL	  RETREAT:	  
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The	   2017	   Bishops’	   annual	   retreat	  was	   held	   at	   Ibru	   Centre,	   Agbarha-‐Otor,	   Delta	  
State	  from	  9th	  to	  14th	  January,	  2017.	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  retreat	  was	  “Sundry	  Issues	  
of	   Episcopal	   Concern”.	   It	   was	   as	   usual	   a	   very	   spiritually	   enriching	   and	  
reinvigorating	  experience	  for	  bishops.	  
	  
	  
C.	   RETIREMENTS,	  ELECTIONS	  AND	  CONSECRATION	  OF	  BISHOPS:	  
Within	   the	   synod	   year	   under	   review,	   the	   following	   bishops	   retired	   from	   active	  
service:	  
i.	   The	  Most	  Revd	  Prof.	  Adebayo	  Akinde	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Lagos	  Mainland.	  
ii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Raphael	  Okafor	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Ihiala.	  
iii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  S.O.	  Adekunle	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Ile-‐Oluji.	  
iv.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Prof.	  Cornelius	  Bello	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Zaria.	  
	  
The	  following	  new	  bishops	  were	  elected	  and	  subsequently	  consecrated:	  
i.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Pelu	  Johnson	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Lagos	  Mainland.	  

ii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Prof.	  Israel	  Okoye	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Ihiala	  

iii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Abel	  Ajibolu	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Ile-‐Oluji.	  

iv.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Temple	  Nwaogu	  –	  Diocese	  of	  IsialaNgwa.	  

v.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Yohanna	  Audu	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Damaturu.	  

vi.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Godwin	  Robinson	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Lafia.	  

vii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Rufus	  Adepoju	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Ekiti	  West	  

viii.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Augustine	  Ehinbo	  –	  Diocese	  of	  Sabongida	  Ora.	  
The	   Rt.	   Revd	   Abiodun	   Ogunyemi	   of	   Damaturu	   Diocese	   was	   translated	   to	   Zaria	  
Diocese.	  
Most	   Revd	   Dr.	   George	   .L.	   Lasebikan	   was	   re-‐elected	   the	   Archbishop	   of	   Ondo	  
Province.	  
	  
Rt.	   Revd	  Dr.	  Michael	   .O.	   Fape	  was	   elected	   and	   presented	   as	   the	   Archbishop	   of	  
Lagos	  Province	  on	  24th	  July,	  2016.	  
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In	  the	  same	  vein,	  The	  Most	  Revd	  G.I.	  Lasebikan,	  the	  bishop	  of	  Ondo	  Diocese,	  and	  
the	  Archbishop	  of	  Ondo	  Province	  has	  been	  elected	  as	  the	  new	  Dean	  for	  Church	  of	  
Nigeria	  [Anglican	  Communion].	  
	  
	  
D.	   TRANSITIONS	  TO	  THE	  CHURCH	  TRIUMPHANT:	  
It	   really	   pleased	   the	   almighty	  God,	  who	   is	   the	   giver	   and	   sustainer	   of	   life	   to	   call	  
some	  of	  the	  Church	  fathers,	  and	  mothers	  to	  eternal	  rest.	  The	  following	  members	  
of	  our	  Church	  joined	  the	  Church	  triumphant:	  
	  
1.	   The	   Rt.	   Revd	   Owen	   Azubuike	   who	   until	   his	   Death	   was	   the	   Bishop	   of	  

IsialaNgwa	  Diocese.	  

2.	   The	  Most	  Revd	  Emmanuel	  Mani.	  He	  was	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Maiduguri	  Diocese.	  

3.	   Mrs	  Egbebunmi,	  the	  wife	  of	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Ilesa	  South	  West	  Diocese.	  

4.	   Mrs	  Ruda	  Yisa,	  the	  wife	  of	  the	  retired	  Bishop	  of	  Minna.	  
	  
	  
E.	   ST.	  MATHIAS	  DAY	  COLLECTION:	  
This	  year’s	  edition	  of	  this	  fund	  collection	  was	  held	  throughout	  Church	  of	  Nigeria	  
on	  Sunday	  24th	  February,	  2017.	  As	  usual,	  our	  Diocese	  observed	  and	  participated	  
very	  actively	  in	  the	  all-‐important	  exercise.	  Because	  of	  the	  special	  importance	  our	  
Diocese	   attaches	   to	   this	   vision	   and	  mission	   of	   our	   Primate,	   we	   have	  made	   our	  
Convent,	   Seminary,	   and	   Hospital	   chaplaincy	   to	   participate	   and	   contribute	  
meaningfully.	  All	  the	  money	  raised	  to	  that	  effect	  was	  faithfully	  remitted	  to	  Church	  
of	   Nigeria	   account.	  May	   I	   at	   this	   point	   appreciate	   and	   commend	   all	   the	   clergy,	  
Church	   workers,	   principals	   of	   our	   schools	   and	   of	   course	   the	   entire	   laity	   for	  
supporting	  this	  laudable	  humanitarian	  venture.	  May	  God	  reward	  and	  bless	  you	  all	  
accordingly	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  Amen.	  
	  
	  
F.	   DIVINE	  COMMONWEALTH	  CONFERENCE	  [DIVCCON]	  
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The	  2016	  Divine	  Commonwealth	  Conference	  took	  place	  at	  the	  National	  Christian	  
Centre,	  Abuja	  from	  Monday	  7th	  –	  Friday	  11th	  November,	  2016.	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  
Conference	  was	  “Fear	  Not”.	   It	  was	  a	  very	  apt	  and	  seasoned	  theme	  going	  by	  the	  
myriads	   of	   very	   challenging	   and	   frustrating	   occurrences	   confronting	   the	   entire	  
Nigeria	   populace.	  Our	   Diocese	  mobilized	   all	   the	   clergy	   and	   their	  wives	   to	   be	   in	  
attendance.	  Various	  Youth	  delegates	  were	  also	  sponsored	  fully	  by	  the	  Diocese	  to	  
the	   conference.	  Many	   inspiring	   talks,	   seminars,	   papers,	   and	  prayers	   featured	   in	  
the	  conference.	  This	  year’s	  DIVCCON	  comes	  up	  from	  Monday	  13th	  to	  Friday	  17th	  
November,	  2017	  at	  the	  same	  venue.	  We	  pray	  and	  encourage	  all	  our	  members	  to	  
endeavour	  to	  attend.	  
	  
	  
G.	   PRIMATE’S	  MEETING	  WITH	  EMINENT	  ANGLICANS:	  
As	   a	   practical	   follow	   up	   to	   the	   burning	   hunger	   and	   desire	   of	   our	   Primate	   to	  
harness	  and	  galvanize	  very	  adequately,	   the	  huge	  human	  resources	  that	  God	  has	  
endowed	   the	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	  with,	   the	   Primate	   convened	   and	   held	   a	   special	  
meeting	  with	  Eminent	  Anglicans	  from	  all	  Dioceses	  on	  Thursday	  4th	  May,	  2017	  at	  
the	   International	   Conference	  Centre,	  Abuja.	   The	   attendees	   and	   conferees	   really	  
applauded	   the	   move	   by	   the	   Primate.	   We	   pray	   that	   this	   project	   will	   yield	   the	  
expected	  dividend.	  
	  
	  
PROVINCE	  OF	  THE	  NIGER	  MATTERS/NEWS:	  
	  
A.	   CONGRATULATIONS:	  
To	   the	  Glory	   and	   praise	   of	   the	   almighty	  God	   from	  whom	   all	   blessings	   flow,	  we	  
heartily	  congratulate	  the	  following:	  
1.	   Our	  Archbishop,	  the	  Most	  Revd	  Christian	  and	  Dame	  Jane	  Efobi	  on	  his	  26th	  

consecration	  anniversary.	  

2.	   The	  Most	  Revd	  M.S.C.	  and	  Mrs	  Blessing	  Anikwenwa	  on	  their	  Golden	  Jubilee	  

ordination	  anniversary,	  and	  30th	  Pearl	  episcopal	  anniversary.	  
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3.	   The	   Rt.	   Revd	   Dr.	   Owen	   Nwokolo	   on	   his	   election	   as	   the	   Chairman	   of	  

Christian	  Council	  of	  Nigeria,	  Anambra	  State.	  

4.	   The	   Rt.	   Revd	   Prof.	   Israel	   and	   Dr.	   Mrs	   Faith	   Okoye	   on	   his	   election	   and	  

enthronement	  as	  the	  bishop	  of	  Ihiala	  diocese.	  

5.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Johnson	  and	  Ijeoma	  Ekwe	  on	  the	  wonderful	  gift	  of	  twin	  boys.	  

6.	   The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Dr.	  Samuel	  and	  Mrs	  Chinyere	  Ezeofor	  and	  the	  entire	  members	  

of	  Ogbaru	  Diocese	  on	  the	  dedication	  of	  their	  Cathedral,	  the	  50th	  Birthday	  of	  

the	   Bishop,	   and	   10th	   year	   anniversary	   of	   Ogbaru	   Diocese/Bishop’s	  

episcopacy.	  

7.	   The	  President,	  and	  members	  of	  Aguata	  Diocesan	  Council	  of	  Knights	  on	  the	  

successful	   hosting	   of	   Joint	   Council	   of	   Knights	   delegates	   Conference	   at	  

Ekwulobia	  from	  16th-‐20th	  November,	  2016,	  and	  the	  emergence	  of	  Sir	  Isaiah	  

Ezezika	  as	  the	  new	  President	  of	  the	  Joint	  Council	  of	  Knights.	  

	  
	  
B.	   ALL	  ANGLICANS	  PRAYER	  RALLY:	  
The	  third	  edition	  of	  this	  all-‐important	  prayer	  rally	  took	  place	  at	  Dr.	  Alex	  Ekwueme	  
Square	  Awka	  on	  Saturday	  5th	  November,	  2016.	  The	  theme	  of	  the	  rally	  was,	  “The	  
Church	   in	   Prayer	   and	  Power”.	   [Acts	   12:5-‐11].	  We	   thank	  God	   that	   it	  was	   a	   very	  
huge	   success,	   and	   God’s	   people	   were	   blessed	   through	   Prayers	   moderated	   by	  
clergymen	   from	   various	   Dioceses	   of	   our	   Province,	   and	   very	   powerful	   word	  
ministration	  by	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Henry	  .O.	  Okeke,	  the	  Bishop	  of	  Mbamili	  diocese.	  My	  
earnest	   and	   passionate	   prayer	   is	   for	   us	   in	   this	   province	   not	   to	   allow	   this	   great,	  
impactful,	  unifying	  and	  laudable	  vision	  to	  die.	  
	  
	  
C.	   PROVINCIAL	  COUNCIL	  MEETING:	  
The	  2016	  September	  Provincial	  Council	  Meeting	  and	  Mothers’	  Union	  meeting	  was	  
hosted	   by	   the	  Diocese	   on	   the	  Niger	   on	   7th	   and	   8th	   September,	   2016.	  While	   the	  



421	  
	  

episcopal	  meeting	  held	  at	  Calvary	  Chapel	  on	  7th,	   the	  Council	  meeting	  held	  at	  All	  
Saints’	   Cathedral,	   Onitsha.	   The	   February	   edition	   of	   the	   Council	   meeting	   was	  
hosted	  by	  Diocese	  of	  Aguata	  on	  8th	  and	  9th	  February,	  2017	  at	  the	  Chapel	  of	  Grace,	  
and	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   John,	   Ekwulobia	   respectively.	   Both	   meetings	  
engaged	   in	   very	   useful	   and	   practical	   deliberations	   on	   issues	   affecting	   the	  
Province.	  
	  
	  
D.	   HOSTING	  OF	  CHURCH	  OF	  NIGERIA	  STANDING	  COMMITTEE:	  
The	   Province	   of	   the	   Niger	   hosted	   the	   September	   Church	   of	   Nigeria	   Standing	  
Committee	  meeting	  which	  took	  place	  at	  St.	  Faith’s	  Cathedral,	  Awka	  from	  Monday	  
19th	   to	   Thursday	   22nd	   September,	   2016.	   The	   theme	   of	   the	   Standing	   Committee	  
was,	   “Who	   is	   on	   the	   Lord’s	   side”.	   [Exodus	   32:26].	   We	   thank	   God	   for	   a	   very	  
successful	  meeting,	  and	  congratulate	  both	  our	  Province	  and	  Awka	  Diocese	   for	  a	  
wonderful	  hosting.	  
E.	   JOINT	  PROVINCIAL	  COUNCIL	  MEETING:	  
Bishops,	   their	  wives	  and	  delegates	   from	  all	   the	   fifty	   five	  Dioceses	   that	  make	  up	  
the	  Joint	  Council	  of	  the	  Provinces,	  East	  of	  the	  Niger	  met	  at	  Diocese	  of	  Nike	  on	  15th	  
and	   16	   of	   February,	   2017.	   It	   was	   a	   well	   attended	   meeting.	   We	   commend	   the	  
Bishop	  of	  Nike	  Diocese	  and	  his	  wife,	  The	  Rt.	  Revd	  Prof.	  &	  Prof.	  Mrs	  Evans	  Ibeagha	  
and	   the	   entire	   members	   of	   their	   Diocese	   for	   a	   very	   compact	   and	   organized	  
hosting	  and	  great	  hospitality.	  
	  
	  
F.	   JOINT	  COUNCIL	  OF	  KNIGHTS	  DELEGATES	  CONFERENCE:	  
The	  20th	  delegates’	  conference	  of	  Joint	  Council	  of	  Knights	  was	  held	  in	  our	  Province	  
at	   the	  Cathedral	  Church	  of	   St.	   John,	  Ekwulobia	   from	  Wednesday	  16th	   to	  Sunday	  
20th	  November,	  2016.	  We	  thank	  our	  archbishop	  and	  bishops	   in	  our	  Province	   for	  
rallying	   round	   the	   Knights	   in	   our	   Province	   to	   make	   sure	   that	   the	   Delegates	  
Conference	  was	  hosted	  rightly	  and	  accordingly.	  
	  
DIOCESE	  OF	  AMICHI:	  NOTABLE	  EVENTS,	  PROGRAMMES,	  AND	  PROJECTS.	  
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1.	   DIOCESAN	  PRAYER	  CONVOCATION:	  
The	  2016	  Diocesan	  Prayer	  Convocation	  was	  held	  at	  Christ’s	  Church,	  Amichi	  from	  
Thursday	  8th	  –	  Saturday	  10th	  September,	  2016.	  The	  theme	  was	  “Hear	  my	  Cry	  Oh	  
Lord”.	  The	  Programme	  witnessed	  a	   large	  turnout	  of	  Prayer	  warriors	  from	  across	  
the	  Diocese	  who	   spent	   the	  weekend	   in	   fervent	   intercession.	   They	   took	   time	   to	  
pray	  for	  the	  Diocese,	  the	  members	  of	  the	  Diocese,	  and	  other	  personal	  needs.	  The	  
traditional	   prayer	   journey	   which	   is	   usually	   part	   and	   parcel	   of	   the	   prayer	  
convocation	   each	   year	   took	   the	   participants	   to	   various	   locations	   within	   the	  
Diocese	   for	   prophetic	   actions	   and	   declarations	   was	   also	   embarked	   on.	   We	  
commend	   the	  Diocesan	   Prayer	   Co-‐ordinator,	   Revd	   Canon	   Franklin	   Chukwudozie	  
for	  his	  doggedness,	  commitment	  and	  resilience	  to	  the	  prayer	  project.	  
	  
	  
2.	   DIOCESAN	  VIGIL:	  
Every	  quarter	  of	  the	  year	  members	  of	  our	  Diocese	  gather	  for	  an	  all	  night	  prayer	  
vigils	  at	  designated	  churches.	  It	  is	  usually	  a	  night	  of	  the	  word	  and	  warfare.	  Within	  
the	  period	  under	  review,	  the	  Diocesan	  vigil	  took	  place	  on	  the	  following	  dates	  and	  
in	  the	  following	  locations:	  
i.	   19th	  August,	  2016	  at	  Ebenezer	  Church,	  Unubi.	  
ii.	   18th	  November,	  2016	  at	  St.	  Mary’s	  Church,	  Ezinifite.	  
iii.	   17th	  February,	  2017	  at	  St.	  Stephen’s	  Church,	  Osumenyi.	  
	  
We	  really	  give	  God	  the	  Glory	  for	  the	  effect	  and	  result	  of	  these	  prayer	  gatherings	  
on	  His	  people	  and	  needs.	  We	  encourage	  those	  who	  have	  not	  been	  attending	  to	  
start.	  
	  
	  
3.	   CLERGY	  AND	  WIVES	  RETREAT:	  
The	  first	  Clergy	  and	  wives	  retreat	  after	  our	  last	  synod	  took	  place	  at	  the	  Church	  of	  
Divine	   Compassion,	   Amichi	   on	   30th	   September,	   2016.	   Revd	   Canon	   Samson	  
Ikedinma	  conducted	  the	  opening	  devotion	  with	  the	  topic	  he	  titled	  “Overcoming	  
Ministerial	   Challenges:	   Daniel	   a	   Case	   Study”.	   Among	   other	   things,	   he	   outlined	  
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some	  of	  the	  things	  that	  enabled	  Daniel	  to	  overcome	  his	  challenges	  and	  obstacles	  
to	  include:	  
a.	   Daniel	   took	   a	   definite	   stand	   on	   his	   faith	   and	   commitment	   to	  God.	  Daniel	  

1:8.	  
b.	   He	  stood	  on	  and	  maintained	  his	  final	  decision	  Dan.	  6:10.	  
c.	   He	  was	  a	  man	  of	  Prayer.	  	  Dan.	  6:10	  
d.	   Daniel	  relied	  on	  God	  completely.	  Daniel	  1:12-‐13	  
e.	   Daniel	   was	   very	   useful	   to	   his	  masters,	   and	   applied	   wisdom	   in	   all	   he	   did.	  

Daniel	  6:1-‐3.	  
f.	   He	  was	  a	  righteous	  man.	  Daniel	  6:4-‐5.	  
	  
The	  Canon	  concluded	  his	  opening	  devotion	  with	  a	  brief	  session	  of	  prayer.	  	  
After	  the	  opening	  Devotion,	  the	  Bishop	  delivered	  the	  major	  talk	  for	  the	  day.	  The	  
topic	   of	   his	   talk	   was	   “Becoming	   a	   Successful	   Priest	   or	   Pastor”.	   The	   Bishop	  
vehemently	  posited	  that	  one	  of	  the	  greatest	  errors	  of	  this	  generation	  is	  anchoring	  
ministerial	  success	  on	  wealth,	  reputation,	  and	  elevation	   in	  rank	  or	  hierarchy.	  He	  
stressed	   that	   true	   success	   in	   ministry	   is	   fully	   anchored	   on	   purpose,	   and	   God’s	  
purpose	   for	   that	   matter.	   According	   to	   him,	   for	   a	   priest	   to	   be	   considered	  
successful,	   he	   must	   sincerely	   and	   determinedly	   pursue	   and	   accomplish	   the	  
purpose	  for	  which	  God	  called	  him.	  The	  bishop	  went	  on	  to	   list	  about	  twelve	  (12)	  
principles	  of	  a	  successful	  minister	  and	  ministry	  thus:	  
	  
a.	   The	  Priest	  must	  have	  a	  super-‐clear	  vision	  of	  his	  ministry/call.	  
b.	   He	  must	  set	  very	  challenging	  and	  ambitious	  goals.	  These	  are	  real	  goals	  that	  

will	  keep	  him	  on	  his	  toes.	  
	  
c.	   He	   must	   constantly	   ask	   the	   following	   questions:	   Am	   I	   ready	   to	   sacrifice	  

everything	  that	  is	  on	  my	  way	  to	  becoming	  a	  successful	  priest?	  Can	  I	  pay	  the	  
price?	  

	  
d.	   He	  must	  carve	  out	  practical	  road	  maps	  for	  achieving	  his	  ministerial	  goals.	  
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e.	   He	   must	   talk	   to,	   talk	   with	   and	   walk	   with	   people	   of	   like	   vision.	   This	   is	  
because	   there	   is	   nothing	   that	   kills	   purpose	   in	   life	   and	   ministry	   like	  
association	  with	  the	  wrong	  people.	  

	  
f.	   The	  Priest	  must	  develop	  a	  very	  strong	  and	  irresistible	  conviction	  that	  your	  

goal	  is	  achievable	  irrespective	  of	  your	  challenges.	  
	  
g.	   He	   should	   not	   be	   dissuaded,	   discouraged,	   and	   distracted	   by	   initial	   road	  

blocks	  and	  failures.	  According	  to	  him,	  failure	  to	  an	  achiever	  is	  a	  decent	  call	  
to	  restrategise	  for	  better	  results.	  

	  
h.	   He	   must	   be	   ready	   to	   work,	   work	   and	   work	   if	   you	   must	   be	   successful	   in	  

ministry.	  You	  cannot	  come	  across	  any	  priest	  who	  succeeded	  in	  his	  vocation	  
who	  was	  never	  a	  workaholic.	  

	  
i.	   He	  should	  never	  expect	  an	  overnight	  success	  or	  magical	  result.	  True	  success	  

has	  principles	  and	  procedures	  pivoted	  on	  time	  and	  timing.	  
	  
j.	   He	  must	  resolve	  to	   leave	  a	   legacy	  behind	  especially	   in	  the	   lives	  of	  men	  or	  

people.	   Unfortunately	   many	   priests	   in	   this	   age	   are	   struggling	   to	   leave	  
properties	  behind	  instead	  of	  legacies.	  

	  
k.	   The	   Priest	   who	   wants	   to	   succeed	   in	  ministry	  must	   resolve	   to	   change	   his	  
behavior,	  change	  lifestyle	  and	  it	  is	  only	  then	  that	  you	  can	  change	  your	  world.	  The	  
next	  edition	  of	  clergy	  and	  wives	  retreat	  took	  place	  on	  22nd	  November,	  2016	  at	  St.	  
Andrew’s	   Church,	   Ebenator.	   Ven.	   Chukwuma	   Akam	   conducted	   the	   opening	  
devotion.	  He	  spoke	  on.	  “Escaping	  the	  Persecution	  of	  the	  Devil”.	  
	  
His	   Lordship,	   The	   Rt.	   Revd	   Ephraim	   .O.	   Ikeakor	   in	   his	   characteristic	   manner	   of	  
teaching	  and	  equipping	  the	  priests	  for	  end	  time	  ministry	  spoke	  on	  the	  topic,	  “The	  
Law	   of	   Purpose	   in	   Life	   and	   Ministry”.	   In	   his	   presentation,	   he	   highlighted	   the	  
under	  mentioned	  points	  as	  the	  nuggets	  of	  the	  law	  of	  purpose	  in	  life	  and	  ministry:	  
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a.	   Purpose	  is	  a	  law	  in	  life	  and	  ministry,	  not	  a	  suggestion.	  Break	  that	  law,	  you	  
have	  broken	  success	  and	  fulfillment.	  

	  
b.	   Life	  and	  Ministry	  are	  neither	  accidents,	  incidents,	  nor	  coincidence.	  They	  are	  

divine	  projects	  anchored	  on	  purpose.	  
	  
c.	   Success	  in	  Life	  and	  Ministry	  thrive	  and	  prosper	  on	  purpose.	  
	  
d.	   Every	  meaningful	  purpose	  has	  guiding	  principles	  and	  governing	  policies.	  
	  
e.	   Your	  purpose	  is	  your	  focus;	  your	  focus	  is	  your	  drive,	  and	  your	  drive	  is	  your	  

destination.	  
	  
f.	   Every	  genuine	  purpose	   is	  refined	   in	  the	  crucible	  of	  opposition,	  distraction,	  

and	  discouragement.	  He	  cited	  Moses,	  and	   the	  Lord	   Jesus	  Christ	  as	   typical	  
examples.	  

	  
The	  Bishop	  concluded	  his	  teaching	  by	  presenting	  the	  following	  food	  for	  thoughts	  
to	  the	  clergy	  and	  their	  wives:	  
i.	   To	  have	  purpose	  in	  life	  and	  ministry	  is	  a	  guiding	  and	  steadying	  influence.	  	  

ii.	   Those	  who	  live	  on	  purpose	  do	  not	  give	  up	  at	  all.	  

iii.	   People	  who	  live	  on	  purpose	  are	  most	  of	  the	  time	  lone-‐rangers.	  

iv.	   Purpose-‐pursuers	  are	  very	  bad	  pleasure	  seekers.	  

v.	   They	  are	  always	  dogged	  and	  rugged.	  

vi.	   Purposeful	  priests/wives	  believe	  in	  succeeding	  where	  others	  had	  failed.	  

vii.	   Purposeful	  men	  are	  Travellers,	  and	  not	  Tourists.	  	  

He	  maintained	   that	   successful	  men	  and	  women	   in	   life	  and	  ministry	  are	  not	   just	  

people	  of	  great	  material	  possession,	  rather	  they	  are	  people	  of	  purpose	  who	  desire	  

enduring	  accomplishments	  and	  Legacy.	  
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4.	   FREEDOM	  PRAYER	  BREAKFAST:	  
The	   first	   day	   of	   every	   month	   is	   always	   special	   in	   this	   Diocese	   because	   of	   the	  
special	   Prayer	   gathering	   known	   as	   “Prayer	   Breakfast”.	   The	   October	   edition	   is	  
always	   unique,	   and	   it	   is	   called	   Freedom	   Prayer	   Breakfast	   because	   of	   Nigeria’s	  
Independence.	   It	   is	   usually	   dedicated	   to	   fervent	   prayers	   and	   prophetic	  
declarations	  on	  our	  nation,	  Nigeria	  as	  well	  as	  individuals	  and	  families.	  This	  edition	  
usually	  witnessed	  a	  very	  massive	  turnout	  of	  people	  from	  various	  states	  and	  walks	  
of	   life.	   During	   this	   year’s	   Freedom	   Prayer	   Breakfast	   on	   October	   1,	   2016,	   the	  
bishop	   preached	   on,	   “Freedom	   Indeed”.	   In	   his	   sermon,	   he	   outlined	   different	  
types	  of	  bondages	  peoples	  and	  nations	  find	  themselves	  in	  which	  include:	  

a.	   Political	  bondage.	  
b.	   Mental/Intellectual	  bondage.	  
c.	   Health	  bondage.	  
d.	   Habit	  bondage.	  
e.	   Sinful	  bondage,	  and	  
f.	   Demonic	  bondage.	  

	  
The	  bishop	  declared	  that	  no	  matter	  the	  type	  and	  gravity	  of	  the	  bondage	  people	  
find	   themselves	   in,	   Jesus	   Christ	   remains	   the	   only	   answer	   and	   solution	   to	   their	  
bondages	  and	  enslavements.	  He	  encouraged	  all	  to	  run	  to	  Jesus	  Christ	  for	  salvation	  
and	  deliverance.	  He	   later	   led	   the	  mammoth	   congregants	   in	   fervent	  prayers	   and	  
prophetic/episcopal	  declarations	  for	  individuals,	  families,	  and	  the	  nation	  at	  large.	  
	  
	  
5.	   2016	  FIRSTBORNS	  NIGHT:	  
This	   programme	   took	   place	   on	   Friday	   4th	   November,	   2016	   at	   The	   Cathedral	  

Church	  of	   St.	   Andrew,	  Amichi.	   The	   sermon	   topic	   for	   that	   night	  was,	   “The	  
First	   Borns’	   Divine	   Possession”.	   The	   Bishop	   categorized	   the	   life	   of	   every	  
firstborn	  into	  three	  stages:	  a.	   The	   First	   Stage:	   This	   is	   the	   beginning	   of	  
their	  lives	  which	  is	  usually	  robust,	  secure,	  and	  enviable.	  At	  this	  stage,	  they	  
do	   not	   struggle	   to	   get	   their	   position	   and	   possession	   because	   they	   are	  
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divinely	  given	  by	  God.	  He	  maintained	  that	  by	  divine	  agenda,	  every	  firstborn	  
is	  a	  king,	  and	  they	  are	  divinely	  positioned	  for	  prosperity.	  

	  
b.	   The	  Second	  Stage:	  The	  activities	  of	  their	  lives	  at	  this	  stage	  determine	  how	  

far	  they	  will	  go	  in	  their	  lives	  and	  fulfillment	  of	  their	  destinies.	  This	  according	  
to	  the	  bishop	  is	  the	  most	  critical	  and	  most	  important	  stage	  of	  their	  lives	  in	  
relation	  to	  their	  destinies.	  He	  warned	  that	  every	   first	  born	  should	  be	  very	  
careful	   at	   this	   stage	   especially	   in	   their	  marriage	   decisions,	   and	   the	   things	  
they	  put	  their	  hands	   into	  because	  without	  controversy	  their	  decisions	  and	  
lifestyle	   affect	   their	   destinies,	   children,	   families,	   and	   generations	   either	  
positively	  or	  negatively.	  

	  
c.	   The	  Third	  Stage:	  	  This	  is	  the	  last	  lap	  of	  their	  lives.	  The	  way	  the	  end	  of	  every	  

first	   born’s	   life	   goes	   is	   concretely	   determined	   by	   what	   they	   did	   at	   the	  
second	  stage	  of	  their	  lives.	  It	  takes	  special	  God’s	  grace	  for	  them	  to	  recover	  
from	  the	  damages	  done	  as	  a	  result	  of	  their	  actions,	  activities	  and	  lifestyles	  
at	  the	  second	  stage.	  When	  first	  borns	  end	  badly,	  they	  complicate	  issues	  for	  
the	  people	  coming	  behind	  them.	  Finally,	   the	  Bishop	  made	  an	  altar	  call	   for	  
those	  who	  might	  have	  made	  some	  mistakes	  in	  the	  way	  they	  live;	  and	  many	  
surrendered	   their	   lives	   to	   Christ	   Jesus	   the	   Lord	   through	   genuine	  
repentance.	  Others	  came	  up	  and	  renewed	  their	  firstborn	  covenant	  with	  the	  
almighty	   God.	   There	   was	   a	   massive	   turn	   out	   of	   firstborns	   form	   various	  
states	  of	  the	  federation.	  The	  2017	  FIRST	  BORNS’	  NIGHT	  comes	  up	  on	  Friday	  
3rd	   November,	   2017	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi	   at	  
10.00pm.	  God	  bless	  the	  first	  borns	  as	  they	  converge	  again	  this	  year.	   	  

6.	   PRAYER	  BREAKFAST	  OF	  THANKSGIVING:	  
Our	  celebration	  of	  God’s	  goodness	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year	  during	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  
is	   called	   “Prayer	   Breakfast	   of	   Thanksgiving”.	   The	   2016	   edition	   took	   place	   on	  
December	  1,	   2016	  at	   the	  usual	   venue,	  Cathedral	   Church	  of	   St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi.	  
Enthusiastic	  worshippers	   thronged	   the	   Cathedral	   to	   express	   their	   gratitude	   and	  
thanks	   to	   God	   for	   preserving,	   and	   blessing	   their	   lives,	   families,	   businesses,	   and	  
careers	   from	   January	   to	   December.	   The	   bishop	   preached	   on	   “The	   Power	   of	  
Thanksgiving”.	  He	  took	  his	  Bible	  Text	  from	  Psalm	  103:1-‐5.	  He	  established	  that	  a	  
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thankful	   heart	   never	   forgets	   God’s	   faithfulness,	   and	   mercy	   to	   him/her	   both	  
presently	  and	  in	  the	  past.	  He	  further	  explained	  what	  happens	  whenever	  any	  child	  
of	  God	  thanks	  and	  appreciates	  God.	  According	  to	  the	  Preacher;	  
a.	   Thanksgiving	  assuages	  the	  anger	  of	  God	  over	  His	  children	  or	  any	  nation.	  
b.	   Thanksgiving	  saves	  us	  from	  destruction	  and	  calamity.	  
c.	   Thanksgiving	  brings	  and	  sustains	  prosperity.	  
d.	   Thanksgiving	  provides	  us	  with	  ceaseless	  blessings.	  
e.	   Thanksgiving	  gives	  open	  cheques	  of	  miracle	  from	  God	  to	  thanks	  giver.	  
	  
He	   concluded	   by	   warning	   that	   not	   being	   thankful	   shuts	   one	   up	   from	   God’s	  
blessings	  and	  at	  the	  same	  time	  prolongs	  curses.	  
	  
The	  bishop	  pronounced	  episcopal	  blessings	  on	  the	  people	  and	  congregation	  who	  
joyfully,	   sacrificially	   and	   enthusiastically	   presented	   their	   thanks	   offering	   to	   God	  
both	  in	  cash	  and	  materials.	  About	  eighteen	  cows	  were	  given	  by	  Churches,	  families	  
and	   individuals	   apart	   from	   other	   great	   gift	   items.	   The	   event	   can	   simply	   be	  
described	  as	  a	  glorious	  time	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  the	  almighty	  God.	  We	  implore	  you	  
to	   be	   present	   in	   this	   year’s	   Prayer	   Breakfast	   of	   Thanksgiving	   on	   1st	   December,	  
2017	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  at	  6.00am.	  
	  
	  
7.	   THE	  2016	  ADVENT	  ORDINATION:	  
The	  8th	  Advent	  Ordination	  of	  Deacons,	  Priests,	  and	  Collation	  of	  one	  Canon	  of	  the	  
Diocese	  took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  4th	  December,	  2016	  at	  Immanuel	  Anglican	  Church,	  
Ekwulumili.	  	  
	  
Those	  ordinands	  who	  were	  made	  deacons	  are:	  

a.	   Revd	  Chinedu	   Chukwujekwu.	  
b.	   Revd	  Ncheghariamaka	   	  	  Iloabueke.	  
c.	   Revd	  Christian	   Obiesie.	  

	  
The	  deacons	  that	  were	  ordained	  Priests	  are:	  

a.	   Revd	  Francisco	   Agbasionwe.	  
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b.	   Revd	  Daniel	  	  Chetachukwu	  
c.	   Revd	  Nelson	  Mbabie	  
d.	   Revd	  Nnamdi	   Unozor	  

The	  Retreatant	   and	  Preacher	  was	  Ven.	  Chika	  Mbeyi.	   The	   topic	  of	  his	  ordination	  
retreat	  and	  sermon	  was	  “The	  Purposeful	  Priestly	  Ministry”.	  He	  used	  the	  Biblical	  
Ezra	   to	   challenge	   those	   in	   the	  ordained	  ministry	   to	  be	  purposeful,	   focused,	   and	  
determined.	  
	  
	  
8.	   2016	  TRUMPET	  AND	  TRIUMPHANT	  NIGHT:	  
This	   great	  programme	  of	  praise	  was	  held	  on	  Friday	  16th	  December,	  2016	  at	   the	  
Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	   field,	  Amichi	   from	  9.00pm	  till	  dawn.	   It	  as	  usual	  
attracted	   a	  massive	   crowd	   from	  many	   states	   across	   the	   nation.	   Notable	   gospel	  
singers	  like	  Bro.	  Israel	  Anyanele,	  and	  Sis.	  Joy	  Okam	  Lazarus	  were	  on	  hand	  to	  lead	  
the	  people	  in	  sessions	  of	  praise.	  A	  group	  of	  three	  juvenile	  professional	  trumpeters	  
also	   featured	   in	   the	  praise	   festival.	  They	  were	  very	  awesome.	  The	  theme	  of	   the	  
programme	  was	  “The	  Power	  of	  Praise”.	  While	  expounding	  the	  theme,	  the	  bishop	  
outlined	   eight	   (8)	   things	   that	   usually	   happen	  whenever	  we	   praise	  God	   heartily.	  
They	  are:	  
	  
a.	   Praise	  makes	  God	  to	  set	  ambush	  against	  our	  enemies.	  

b.	   God	  fights	  against,	  and	  defeats	  our	  enemies	  when	  we	  praise	  Him.	  

c.	   Praise	  makes	  God	  to	  create	  confusion	  in	  the	  camp	  of	  the	  enemies.	  	  

d.	   Praise	  moves	  God	   to	  utterly	  destroy	  our	  destroyers,	   attacks	  our	  attackers	  

and	  oppress	  our	  oppressors.	  

e.	   God	  comprehensively	  overcomes	  all	  our	  enemies	  because	  of	  praise.	  

f.	   God	  prospers	  the	  praise	  singer	  abundantly	  and	  consistently.	  

g.	   God	   creates	   joyful	   and	   rejoicing	   environments	   in	   our	   homes,	   and	   work	  

place	  when	  we	  praise	  Him.	  
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h.	   Praise	   makes	   God	   to	   give	   us	   all-‐round	   rest	   from	   all	   our	   challenges	   and	  

problems.	  

	  
After	  the	  message,	  many	  souls	  were	  harvested	  for	  Christ	  Jesus	  into	  His	  Kingdom	  
through	  altar	  call.	  This	  was	  followed	  by	  hilarious	  and	  glorious	  praises	  to	  God,	  and	  
pronouncement	  of	  God’s	  blessings	  on	  the	  people	  by	  the	  bishop	  as	  they	  step	  into	  
the	   Christmas	   week.	   We	   enjoin	   you	   to	   be	   part	   of	   this	   great	   praise	   night	   of	  
Trumpet	  and	  Triumphant	  Night	   as	   this	   year’s	   version	   takes	  place	  on	  Friday	  15th	  
December,	  2017.	  
9.	   WIDOWS	  CHRISTMAS	  PARTY:	  
The	   2016	   edition	   of	   the	   Diocesan	   Widows	   Christmas	   Party	   was	   held	   at	   the	  
Cathedral	  Church	  of	  St.	  Andrew,	  Amichi	  on	  Thursday	  22nd	  December,	  2016.	  About	  
eight	   hundred	   (800)	  widows	   from	   various	   churches	   in	   the	   diocese	   gathered	   for	  
the	  annual	  joyful	  occasion.	  The	  bishop	  encouraged	  the	  widows	  to	  hold	  on	  to	  God	  
despite	  the	  serious	  challenges	  that	  they	  might	  be	  having	  especially	  this	  period	  of	  
economic	  recession.	  The	  widows	  were	  assured	  that	  God	  will	  never	  forsake	  them	  
especially	   those	   who	   are	   widows	   indeed.	   He	   blessed	   them	   as	   usual,	   and	  
distributed	   half	   bag	   of	   rice	   each	   to	   them.	   The	   President	   of	   Mothers’	   Union,	  
Women’s	   Guild	   and	   Girls’	   Guild	   of	   the	   Diocese,	   Dame	   Nkem	   Ikeakor	   with	   the	  
assistance	  of	  the	  wives	  of	  the	  clergy	  served	  sumptuous	  lunch	  to	  all	  the	  widows	  in	  
attendance.	  The	  widows	  sang	  and	  danced	  lavishly	  as	  they	  were	  going	  home	  with	  
their	   goodies.	   May	   I	   use	   this	   medium	   to	   heartily	   thank	   and	   appreciate	   all	   our	  
members	  who	  have	  been	  assisting	  the	  Diocese	  to	  make	  this	  laudable	  benevolence	  
an	   annual	   ritual.	   Many	   thanks	   to	   all	   the	   clergy,	   churches,	   and	   the	   women	  
organizations	   for	   being	   very	   supportive.	   God	   bless	   all	   of	   you	   beyond	   your	  
imagination	  and	  expectations	  now	  and	  always	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  
	  
	  
10.	   2017	  PROPHETIC	  PRAYER	  BREAKFAST:	  
People	   from	   all	   walks	   of	   life	   and	   from	   different	   locations	   within	   and	   outside	  
Anambra	  State	  have	  made	  it	  a	  tradition	  to	  attend	  the	  very	  first	  Prayer	  Breakfast	  of	  
the	  year	  tagged	  “Prophetic	  Prayer	  Breakfast”.	  This	  year’s	  edition	  on	  1st	  January,	  
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2017	  was	  not	  different,	   and	   the	  worshippers	  were	  not	  disappointed	  either.	   The	  
Bishop	  by	  the	  inspiration	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  gave	  the	  following	  prophetic	  messages	  
and	  utterances:	  
a.	   Christians	   and	  Churches	   should	  be	   very	   ready	   for	  more	  organized	   attacks	  

from	  Muslims	  and	  the	  Islamic	  world.	  
	  
b.	   God	   has	   named	   2017	   as	   IMMANUEL	   YEAR.	   There	   will	   be	   disturbing	  

occurrences	  but	  God	  said	  that	  He	  will	  be	  with	  His	  people.	  
	  
c.	   Christians	  should	  make	  2017	  as	  the	  year	  of	  stubborn,	  radical,	  and	  functional	  

faith	  in	  God	  and	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ.	  
	  
d.	   God	  will	   jealously	  defend	  His	  name	  among	  the	  heathens,	  and	  the	  gentiles	  

all	  over	  the	  world	  this	  year.	  
e.	   The	  almighty	  God	  said,	  “In	  2017,	  I	  the	  Lord	  will	  recover	  my	  children’s	  bread	  

from	  the	  little	  dogs	  that	  have	  been	  eating	  them,	  and	  give	  them	  back	  to	  my	  
trustworthy	  children.”	  

	  
f.	   Men	   will	   audaciously	   revive	   and	   promote	   idolatry	   and	   immorality,	  

godlessness,	  and	  anti-‐goddism.	  
	  
g.	   God	  will	  openly	  and	  greatly	  honour	  all	  who	  will	  honour	  Him	  through	  their	  

lifestyles,	  and	  sacrificial	  giving.	  
	  
h.	   It	   is	  a	  year	   I	  will	  begin	   to	  disgrace	  all	  my	  disgracers,	   from	  the	  Altar	   to	   the	  

Pulpit,	  and	  to	  the	  pews	  says	  the	  Lord.	  
	  
The	  bishop’s	  sermon	  that	  morning	  was	  titled	  “Stubborn	  and	  Functional	  Faith”.	  He	  
ardently	  encouraged	  God’s	  people	  never	   to	  give	  up	  no	  matter	  what	  happens	   in	  
the	  causes	  of	  the	  year.	  He	  took	  his	  Bible	  text	  from	  Mark	  2:1-‐12.	  According	  to	  him,	  
the	  friends	  of	  the	  paralytic	  had	  every	  reason	  to	  be	  discouraged,	  and	  even	  give	  up,	  
but	  they	  developed	  a	  very	  stubborn	  and	  functional	  faith	  which	  fetched	  them	  the	  
needed	   miracle	   which	   those	   who	   were	   comfortably	   seated	   directly	   in	   front	   of	  
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Jesus	  Christ	  could	  not	  get.	  As	  a	  result	  of	  their	  stubborn	  and	  functional	  faith,	  they	  
did	   the	   unusual.	   They	   refused	   to	   give	   up	   against	   all	   odds.	   They	   were	   neither	  
intimidated	   nor	   discouraged.	   The	   bishop	  motivated	   the	   people	   to	   develop	   this	  
kind	  of	  faith	  this	  year.	  Things	  may	  seem	  too	  hard,	  and	  even	  hopeless	  this	  year,	  but	  
at	  the	  end	  there	  will	  be	  great	  testimonies	  for	  those	  with	  stubborn	  and	  functional	  
faith.	  He	  finally	  pronounced	  episcopal	  blessing	  on	  the	  mammoth	  crowd,	  and	  gave	  
the	  New	  Year	  victorious	  benediction.	  
	  
	  
11.	   2017	  CHURCH	  WORKERS	  AND	  WIVES	  SET	  APART:	  
The	  annual	   set	  apart	   for	  Church	  workers	  and	   their	  wives	   for	  2017	   took	  place	  at	  
Christ	   Church,	   Amichi	   from	   Thursday	   19th	   to	   Saturday	   21st	   January,	   2017.	   The	  
programme	  commenced	  daily	  with	  Holy	  Communion	  Service.	  The	  guest	  Preacher	  
this	   year	   was	   Ven.	   Prof.	   Pic.	   Charles	   Onwochei.	   He	   spoke	   and	   exegeted	  
extensively	   the	   theme:	   “Behold,	   I	   am	   Coming	   Quickly”,	   which	   is	   the	   Diocesan	  
Theme	  for	  this	  year.	  He	  spoke	  on	  three	  sub-‐themes	  thus:	  
i)	   The	   certainty	   of	   His	   coming,	   and	   its	   implications	   on	   pastors,	   and	   Church	  

workers.	  
ii)	   Living	  as	  strangers	  and	  pilgrims	  for	  His	  second	  coming.	  
iii)	   The	  pastor	  and	  the	  souls	  committed	  to	  his	  charge	  in	  relation	  to	  His	  second	  

coming.	  
	  
The	  set	  apart	  actually	  revitalized	  the	  spirituality	  of	  all	  the	  participants,	  and	  made	  
very	   lasting	  positive	   impression	  on	  the	  Church	  workers	  and	  their	  wives.	   It	   is	   the	  
experience	   and	   impact	   of	   that	   set	   apart	   through	   the	  ministry	   and	   teachings	   of	  
Ven.	  Prof.	  Pic	  Onwochei	  that	  compelled	  us	  to	  bring	  him	  to	  this	  synod	  as	  our	  main	  
speaker	  and	  expositor.	  Our	  sincere	  prayer	  is	  for	  God	  to	  make	  the	  impact	  created	  
in	  all	  the	  Church	  workers	  and	  their	  wives	  to	  remain	  indelible	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  name.	  
	   	  
	  
12.	   RETREAT	   FOR	  ALL	  PCC	  MEMBERS,	  AND	  EXECUTIVE	  COMMITTEES	  OF	  ALL	  

ARMS	  AND	  ORGANISATIONS:	  
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This	  retreat	  took	  place	  at	  St.	  Stephen’s	  Church,	  Osumenyi	  on	  Friday	  27th	  January,	  
2017.	   The	   Retreat	   began	  with	   a	   Eucharistic	   Service.	   The	   guest	   resource	   person	  
was	  Ven.	  Prosper	  Amah	  who	  delivered	   two	  talks	  during	   the	  event.	  The	   first	   talk	  
was	  on,	  “Behold,	  I	  am	  Coming	  Quickly”,	  and	  the	  second	  was,	  “Every	  Man’s	  Work	  
shall	  be	  Tested	  by	  Fire”.	  He	  stressed	  that	  God	  in	  His	  graciousness	  does	  not	  want	  
any	  of	  His	  children	  to	  be	  caught	  unawares	  concerning	  the	  second	  coming	  of	  our	  
Lord	  Jesus	  Christ,	  hence,	  He	  always	  signals	  to	  His	  children	  before	  it	  becomes	  too	  
late.	  He	  further	  called	  workers	  in	  the	  Church,	  both	  the	  ordained	  and	  lay	  to	  focus	  
on	  doing	  the	  will	  of	  God	  and	  pleasing	  Him	   in	  their	   lifestyles	  and	  characters,	  and	  
not	  just	  concentrating	  on	  signs	  and	  wonders.	  
	  
	  
13.	   DIOCESAN	  COVENANT	  SUNDAY:	  
The	  2017	  Covenant	  Sunday	  took	  place	  on	  Sunday	  29th	  January,	  2017	  at	  Cathedral	  
Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	  Amichi.	   The	   theme	   for	   this	   year’s	   Covenant	   Sunday	  was,	  
“THE	  ALPHA	  AND	  THE	  OMEGA”.	  While	  speaking	  on	  the	  theme,	  His	  Lordship,	  The	  
Rt.	  Revd	  E.O.	   Ikeakor	  using	  Revelation	  1:8,	  11,	  22:13	  as	  his	  Bible	  texts	  explained	  
that	  when	  God	  introduces	  Himself	  and	  says,	  “I	  am	  the	  Alpha	  and	  the	  Omega”,	  He	  
is	  saying:	  
i.	   I	  am	  everything	  you	  need	  in	  this	  life.	  

ii.	   I	  am	  the	  sole	  controller	  and	  ultimate	  determinant	  of	  all	  things.	  

iii.	   I	  am	  the	  extreme	  and	  final	  power	  and	  authority.	  

iv.	   I	  am	  the	  only	  one	  that	  possesses	  the	  power	  to	  do	  everything.	  

v.	   I	  am	  unquestionable,	  unstoppable	  and	  irresistible.	  

vi.	   I	  am	  the	  only	  true	  source	  of	  knowledge,	  wealth,	  and	  wisdom.	  

vii.	   I	  control	  time,	  season,	  and	  eternity.	  

viii.	   Everything	  in	  existence	  was	  created	  by	  me	  and	  they	  are	  all	  at	  my	  pleasure.	  

ix.	   He	  is	  saying,	  with	  me	  there	  is	  no	  limitations	  and	  impossibilities.	  

x.	   I	  am	  your	  only	  sure	  and	  reliable	  protector.	  
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It	  was	  indeed	  a	  time	  for	  rekindled	  faith	  and	  hope	  in	  the	  lives	  of	  the	  participants.	  
People	  came	  from	  within	  and	  outside	  the	  diocese.	  After	  the	  sermon,	  people	  were	  
inspired	   to	   renew	   their	   covenants	   with	   God.	   As	   usual,	   Churches,	   families,	   and	  
individuals	  gave	  their	  willful	  covenant	  sacrifice	  and	  commitment	  to	  the	  Almighty	  
God	  who	  remains	  the	  Alpha	  and	  the	  Omega	  at	  all	  times.	  The	  bishop	  declared	  and	  
pronounced	  episcopal	  blessings	  on	  God’s	  people	  for	  all	  round	  blessing	  throughout	  
the	  year.	  
	  
	  
14.	   2017	  SPECIAL	  VALENTINE	  BANQUET:	   	  
The	   special	   event	   for	   young	   people	   of	   fifteen	   to	   forty	   years	   old	   was	   held	   on	  
Saturday	  11th	  February,	  2017	  at	  the	  Cathedral	  field.	  This	  year’s	  edition	  which	  was	  
very	   colourful	   brought	   in	   attendance	  one	   thousand	  eight	   hundred	   and	   seventy-‐
five	  youths	   from	  various	  places.	   The	   feeding	  pattern	   this	  year	  was	  buffet.	   Suya,	  
snacks,	   drinks	   and	   bottled	   water	   were	   served	   the	   young	   people.	   The	   topic	   of	  
exhortation	  that	  day	  was,	  “You	  will	  Get	  There”.	  The	  bishop	  maintained	  that	  every	  
young	  person	  is	  created	  by	  God	  to	  succeed	  irrespective	  of	  family	  background,	  and	  
other	   human	   limitations.	   He	   challenged	   the	   youths	   with	   the	   outline	   of	   young	  
investors	   from	  across	   the	  globe	  who	  printed	   their	   feet	  on	   the	   sand	  of	   time	  and	  
posterity	   through	  their	  discoveries	  and	   inventions.	  He	  reminded	  the	  youths	  that	  
the	  greatest	  problems	  African	  youths	  have	  are;	  mismanagement	  of	  time,	  careless	  
living,	   laziness,	   wrong	   and	   bad	   friendship	   and	   associations,	   and	   above	   all	  
godlessness,	  and	  ungodliness.	  He	  concluded	  the	  exhortation	  with	  an	  altar	  call,	  to	  
which	  many	  youths	  responded	  positively	  and	  surrendered	  their	   lives	  to	  the	  Lord	  
Jesus	  Christ.	  The	  Kingdom	  Life	  Drama	  Team	  presented	  a	  very	  challenging	  drama	  
piece	  on	  how	  the	  devil	  distracts	  and	  destroys	  the	  lives	  and	  destinies	  of	  the	  youths.	  
It	  was	  indeed	  an	  unforgettable	  experience	  and	  encounter.	  
	  
	  
15.	   SPECIAL	  COUPLES	  BANQUET:	  
This	  annual	  gathering	  of	  married	  men	  and	  women	  has	  been	  a	  source	  of	  healing	  
and	  reinvigoration	  for	  many	  homes	  and	  marriages.	  The	  2017	  edition	  took	  place	  at	  
the	   Cathedral	   field	   on	   Sunday	   12th	   February,	   2007.	   As	   early	   as	   12.00noon,	  
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elegantly	  dressed	  couples	  from	  various	  places	  and	  states	  were	  already	  seated	  at	  
the	  arena	  for	  the	  grand	  occasion.	  The	  theme	  of	  deliberation	  during	  2017	  special	  
Couples	  Banquet	  was	  “The	  Price	  of	  a	  Healthy	  Marriage”.	  The	  bishop	  anchored	  his	  
teaching	  on	  Matthew	  1:18-‐2:14.	  He	  said	  that	  everything	   in	   life,	  both	  virtues	  and	  
vices	   have	   price	   tags	   on	   them.	   The	   bishop	   said	   that	   the	   greatest	   challenge	  
confronting	   marriages	   is	   that	   spouses	   expect	   healthy	   and	   enjoyable	   marriages	  
without	  resolving	  to	  pay	  the	  price.	  
	  
He	  highlighted	  though	  regrettably	  the	  unhealthy	  nature	  of	  churches,	  society,	  and	  
nations	  as	  a	  product	  of	  unhealthy	  marriages	  and	  homes.	  He	  further	  emphasized	  
that	  some	  prices	  each	  couple	  should	  pay	  to	  have	  a	  healthy	  marriage	  include:	  
a.	   Unconditional	  and	  unedited	  obedience	  to	  God	  and	  the	  word	  of	  God.	  
	  
b.	   Unrestricted	   resolve	   of	   the	   spouses	   to	   respect,	   honour	   and	   dignify	   one	  

another.	  
	  
c.	   Unconditional	   forgiveness,	   no	   matter	   the	   offense	   committed	   by	   the	  

husband	  or	  wife.	  
	  
d.	   Bearing	  of	  inconveniences,	  discomfort,	  and	  risks	  ungrudgingly	  for	  your	  wife	  

or	  husband.	  
	  
As	  usual,	  souls	  were	  won	  for	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ.	  The	  Kingdom	  Life	  Drama	  team	  
was	  also	  on	  hand	  to	  present	  a	  drama	  piece	  which	  made	  couples	  to	  weep	  before	  
God,	  and	  renew	  their	  marriage	  vows	  and	  commitment.	  The	  couples	  were	  treated	  
to	  a	  Buffet.	  It	  was	  a	  refreshing	  outing	  for	  couples	  from	  all	  walks	  of	  life.	  
16.	   BISHOP’S	   SPECIAL	   RETREAT	   WITH	   ALL	   THE	   PARENTS	   OF	   HOLY	   CHILD	  

CONVENT,	  AND	  MASTER’S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY	  STUDENTS:	  
The	  maiden	  edition	  of	  this	  retreat	  was	  held	  on	  Saturday	  18th	  February,	  2017	  at	  St.	  
Stephen’s	   Church,	   Osumenyi.	   Parents	   of	   these	   students	   from	   far	   and	   near	  
gathered	  to	  learn	  what	  to	  do,	  and	  how	  to	  pray	  so	  as	  to	  make	  the	  destinies	  of	  their	  
children	   and	   wards	   come	   to	   fruition.	   Ven.	   Chika	  Mbeyi	   presented	   a	   wonderful	  
seminar	  paper	  on	  “Godly	  Parenting”.	  According	  to	  him,	  parenting	  is	  a	  full	  time	  job	  
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that	  must	  be	  taken	  seriously	  if	  parents	  hope	  to	  reap	  the	  full	  benefits	  of	  the	  gift	  of	  
children.	  The	  bishop	  spoke	  extensively	  on	  the	  topic,	  “The	  Havoc	  and	  Harvest	  of	  
Failed	  Parenting”.	  He	  said	  that	  the	  greatest	  disaster	  and	  challenge	  facing	  families,	  
Churches,	   and	   the	   society	   at	   large	   is	   failed	   parenting.	   He	   maintained	   that	  
parenting	   is	  a	  very	  critical	  and	  grave	  responsibility	  because	  it	  has	  to	  do	  with	  the	  
life,	  destiny	  and	  eternity	  of	  children.	  The	  bishop	  challenged	  the	  parents	  to	  realize	  
that	  they	  are	  their	  children’s	  pastors,	  coaches,	  trainers	  and	  disciplers.	  There	  was	  a	  
very	   serious	   session	  of	   intercessory	  prayers	  by	   all	   the	  parents	   for	   their	   children	  
and	  wards	  led	  by	  Ven.	  P.C.	  Chukwuemeka.	  This	  retreat	  has	  been	  made	  an	  annual	  
event,	   and	   it	   is	   very	   compulsory	   for	   all	   the	   parents	   and	   guardians	   who	   have	  
students	   in	   the	   two	   schools.	   We	   have	   tagged	   it,	   “Bishop-‐Parents	   Partnership	  
Retreat	   [BPPR]”.	   Because	   of	   the	   importance	   attached	   to	   this	   retreat	   by	   the	  
bishop,	  any	  parents	  who	   fail	   to	  attend	   the	   retreat	  whenever	   it	   is	   scheduled	  has	  
automatically	  secured	  expulsion	  of	  their	  child	  or	  ward	  from	  the	  school.	  The	  CD	  of	  
the	  teachings	  at	  the	  retreat	  are	  available	  at	  “In	  Touch	  with	  God”	  stand.	  They	  are	  
very	  helpful	  materials	  for	  parents.	  
	  
	  
18.	   LENTEN	  MEDITATION:	  
The	  period	  of	  Lent	   is	  usually	  taken	  very	  serious	   in	  this	  diocese.	  The	  2017	  Lenten	  
Meditation	   took	   us	   round	   various	   parishes	   in	   the	   diocese	   in	   what	   we	   call	  
combined	  lenten	  meditations.	  It	  has	  been	  a	  season	  of	  refreshing	  and	  renewal	  for	  
the	   people	   of	   God	   in	   the	   diocese	   as	   we	   gathered	   to	   share	   fellowship	   and	  
meditation	   on	   essence	   and	   importance	   of	   Christ’s	   suffering	   and	   passion.	   2017	  
Combined	  Lenten	  Meditation	  took	  place	  in	  these	  Churches	  this	  year:	  
i.	   St.	  Andrew’s	  Church,	  Unubi	   	   -‐	   8th	  March,	  2017.	  
ii.	   Immanuel	  Church,	  Ekwulumili	   	  	   -‐	   15th	  March,	  2017.	  

iii.	   St.	  Peter’s	  Church,	  Osumenyi	   	   -‐	   22nd	  March,	  2017.	  

iv.	   St.	  Philip’s	  Church,	  Amichi	   	   -‐	   29th	  March,	  2017	  

v.	   St.	  Simon’s	  Church,	  Ezinifite	   	   -‐	   5th	  April,	  2017.	  
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We	  pray	  that	  the	  Blessings	  of	  such	  Godly	  Solemn	  Fellowship	  will	  remain	  indelible	  

in	  the	  lives	  of	  God’s	  people	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  

	  
	  
17.	   2017	  NIGHT	  OF	  EVIDENCE:	  
This	  Good	  Friday	  special	  programme	  took	  place	  on	  Friday	  14th	  April,	  2017	  at	  the	  
Cathedral	  field	  from	  9.00pm	  till	  dawn.	  The	  theme	  was,	  “The	  Healing	  Cross”.	  [John	  
3:14-‐15].	   It	   was	   another	   great	   gathering	   of	   Jubilant	   and	   expectant	   multitudes	  
from	   various	   places	   to	   seek	   God’s	   Mercies	   and	   Visitations.	   According	   to	   the	  
bishop	  during	  his	  exposition	  on	  the	  theme,	  the	  fiery	  serpent	  was	  on	  the	  ground	  
destroying	  the	  Israelites,	  but	  God	  asked	  Moses	  to	  raise	  a	  brazen	  fiery	  serpent	  and	  
put	  it	  on	  a	  pole.	  That	  act	  provided	  the	  antidote	  to	  the	  people	  from	  the	  poisonous	  
venom	  of	  the	  serpent.	  Sin,	  rebellion,	  and	  ingratitude	  brought	  the	  fiery	  serpent	  on	  
the	  people.	  The	  same	  thing	  is	  replicated	  in	  our	  time	  and	  generation.	  In	  the	  same	  
way,	  Jesus	  was	  lifted	  on	  the	  Cross	  for	  the	  healing	  of	  humanity.	  He	  said	  that	  there	  
is	  no	  doubting	  the	  fact	  that	  many	  fiery	  serpents	  are	  biting	  man	  in	  our	  nation,	  and	  
the	  world	  as	  a	  result	  of	  sin,	  rebellion	  against	  God	  and	  His	  word.	  The	  Cross	  of	  Jesus	  
on	  Calvary	  provides	  solutions	  to	  all	   the	  problems	  of	  humanity.	  He	  challenged	  all	  
and	  sundry	  to	  run	  to	  Christ	   Jesus	   for	  salvation,	  Deliverance,	  and	  Restoration.	  So	  
many	   people	   gave	   their	   lives	   to	   Christ	   Jesus	   that	   night.	   It	   was	   really	   a	   night	   of	  
bountiful	  Blessings,	  Restoration	  and	  rejoicing	  in	  God’s	  Presence.	  
	  
	  
19.	   WAILING	  WOMEN	  PRAYER	  SUMMIT:	  
The	   2017	   Wailing	   Women	   Prayer	   Summit	   took	   place	   from	   Thursday	   11th	   to	  
Sunday	  14th	  May,	  2017	  with	  the	  theme,	  “The	  Power	  of	  a	  Praying	  Woman”.	  It	  took	  
place	   at	   the	   Cathedral	   Church	   of	   St.	   Andrew,	   Amichi.	   The	   programme	   is	   really	  
growing	  in	  leaps	  and	  bounds	  as	  years	  roll	  by.	  This	  pure	  prayer	  event	  saw	  women	  
both	   high	   and	   low	   in	   status	   from	   all	   walks	   of	   life	   converge	   for	   four	   days	   in	  
coupious	  and	  agonizing	  prayer	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  God.	  The	  Guest	  Preacher	  for	  this	  
year	  was	  Evang.	  Nnamdi	   Ezeh.	   Indeed	  God	  used	   this	   servant	  of	  His	   to	  motivate	  
the	  women	  and	  ladies	  to	  pray	  meaningfully	  and	  correctly.	  Our	  own	  clergymen	  and	  
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some	  clergy	  wives	  who	  also	  moderated	  and	  ministered	  include:	  Ven.	  Chika	  Mbeyi,	  
Ven.	  P.C.	  Chukwuemeka,	  Canon	  Franklin	  Chukwudozie,	  Revd	  ThankGod	  Agu,	  Revd	  
Pascal	  Umeoduagu,	  Mrs	  Faith	  Agu	  and	  Mrs	  Rejoice	  Elochukwu.	  
	  
The	  Bishop	  also	  ministered	  on	  Thursday	  evening	  and	  Sunday	  morning.	  God	  indeed	  
visited	   His	   people.	   Souls	   were	   saved.	   Answers	   to	   prayers	   were	   received.	  
Testimonies	   of	   great	   things	   God	   did	   in	   last	   year’s	   edition	   were	   given	   by	   many	  
women.	   We	   thank	   and	   appreciate	   all	   who	   in	   one	   way	   or	   the	   other	   made	   the	  
Programme	  a	  huge	  success	  that	  it	  was.	  
	  
	  
	  
PROJECTS:	  
	  
20.	   DEDICATION	  AND	  COMMISSIONING	  OF	  SURE	  ANCHOR	  WATER	  FACTORY:	  
To	  the	  Glory	  of	  God,	  our	  Diocese	  recorded	  another	  major	  milestone	  in	  her	  quest	  
for	  self	  sustenance,	  and	  Economic	  empowerment.	  It	  was	  a	  joyful	  occasion	  which	  
took	   place	   on	   28th	   July	   2016	   which	   saw	   members	   of	   our	   Diocese	   gather	   at	  
Akwuchukwu	   Village,	   Unubi	   for	   the	   dedication	   of	   the	   multi-‐million	   naira	   Sure	  
Anchor	  Water	   Factory	   sponsored	   and	  powered	  by	   the	  Women	  Organisations	  of	  
the	  Diocese.	  The	  host	  community,	  Unubi	  was	  well	  represented	  at	  the	  occasion	  by	  
the	  President	  General	  of	   the	   town,	  and	   some	  members	  of	   Igwe’s	  Cabinet.	   They	  
expressed	   their	   gratitude	   to	   the	  Diocese,	   and	   the	   bishop	   of	   Amichi	   Diocese	   for	  
citing	  the	  gigantic	  project	  in	  their	  Community.	  They	  promised	  to	  ensure	  the	  safety	  
of	  the	  investment.	  The	  Factory	  has	  now	  gone	  into	  full	  blown	  production	  because	  
NAFDAC	   have	   inspected	   the	   Factory	   premises,	   Machineries,	   and	   man	   power	  
available	   there,	   and	   has	   issued	   us	   with	   NAFDAC	   Number	   both	   for	   the	   Bottled	  
water	  and	  Sachet	  water.	  NAFDAC	  Number	  for	  the	  Bottled	  water	  is	  D1-‐1740,	  and	  
that	  of	  Sachet	  water	   is	  D1-‐1658L.	  We	  thank	  God	   for	   the	  new	  manager	  who	  has	  
brought	  a	  revolutionary	  turn	  around	  to	  the	  Venture.	  The	  problem	  now	  is	  meeting	  
up	   with	   the	   market	   demand	   for	   our	   water.	   Thank	   God	   also	   for	   the	   visionary	  
leadership	  of	   the	  President	  of	  Mothers’	  Union,	  Women’s	  Guild,	   and	  Girls’	  Guild	  
who	  was	  not	  afraid	   to	  venture	   into	  such	  a	  very	  capital	   Intensive	  business	  which	  
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has	  gulped	  not	  less	  than	  one	  Hundred,	  and	  twenty	  million	  naira	  from	  inception	  till	  
now	  including	  a	  one	  storey	  building	  as	  staff	  quarters.	  May	  God’s	  name	  be	  praised.	  
21.	   	  DIOCESAN	  HOSPITAL/SCHOOL	  OF	  NURSING:	  
Our	  hospital	   is	  growing	   from	  strength	   to	   strength	   in	  all	   ramifications.	  Almost	  all	  
the	  departments,	  wards	  and	  sections	  of	  the	  hospital	  have	  been	  fully	  equipped	  to	  
established	  and	  modern	  standard.	  On	  the	  part	  of	  our	  proposed	  School	  of	  Nursing,	  
the	   Diocese	   is	   gradually	   coming	   to	   the	   official	   commencement	   of	   our	   long	  
awaited	   School	   of	   Nursing	   at	   the	   Diocesan	   Hospital,	   Amichi.	   From	   13th	   –	   16th	  
March,	  2017,	  the	  Diocese	  played	  host	  to	  a	  four	  man	  team	  of	  inspectors	  from	  the	  
Nigerian	  Council	  of	  Nurses	  and	  Midwives	  from	  Abuja	  who	  were	  on	  advisory	  visit	  
to	  asses	  our	  readiness	  for	  the	  commencement	  of	  Academic	  activities	  of	  the	  school	  
come	   October	   this	   year.	   They	   inspected	   facilities	   such	   as	   the	  
Administrative/Classroom	  blocks	   housing	   offices,	   Classroom,	   Computer	   terminal	  
Demonstration	  Room,	  Science	   laboratory,	  students	  auditorium,	  Library	  etc.	  They	  
also	  inspected	  the	  male	  and	  female	  Hostels	  and	  Refectory.	  They	  also	  carried	  out	  
staff	  audit	  and	  inspected	  facilities	  available	  at	  the	  Diocesan	  Hospital.	  At	  the	  end	  of	  
the	  exercise,	  they	  were	  more	  than	  satisfied	  with	  our	  level	  of	  preparedness.	  During	  
that	  period,	  Sir	  Dr.	  Eddy	  Agbasimelo	  led	  a	  powerful	  team	  of	  experienced	  doctors	  
and	  performed	  very	  many	  major	  surgeries	  in	  the	  hospital	  free	  of	  charge.	  Dr.	  Osita	  
Ononihu	  was	   among	   the	   surgeons	   that	   came.	   They	   had	   not	   less	   than	   fourteen	  
surgeries	   without	   collecting	   a	   dime	   from	   the	   Diocese,	   and	   the	   patients.	   In	   the	  
same	  vein,	   the	  Anambra	   State	  House	  of	  Assembly	  has	   also	  passed	   the	  Enabling	  
Law	   Establishing	   Mission	   School	   of	   Nursing	   and	   Midwifery,	   and	   the	   Executive	  
Governor	  of	  Anambra	  State,	  Chief	  Dr.	  Willie	  Obiano	  has	  assented	   to	   it	  of	  which	  
our	   School	   is	   among	   those	   approved.	   This	   enabling	   Law	   is	   one	   of	   the	   major	  
requirements	  of	  the	  Nigeria	  Council	  of	  Nurses	  and	  Midwives.	  
	  
So	   far,	   the	   Diocese	   has	   spent	   over	   Seven	   Hundred	   Million	   naira	   (N700m)	   in	  
erecting	  structures	  and	  acquiring	  equipments	  for	  the	  school.	  The	  official	  report	  of	  
the	  Nursing	  and	  Midwifery	  Council	  of	  Nigeria	  is	  being	  awaited	  any	  moment	  from	  
now.	  We	  have	  also	  gone	  ahead	  to	  provide	  and	  put	  in	  place	  almost	  all	  the	  things	  
they	   pointed	   out	   that	  we	   should	   provide.	   The	  whole	  Hospital,	   the	   two	  Hostels,	  
and	   the	   Administrative	   blocks	   have	   been	   fully	   painted.	   You	   will	   see	   these	  
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structures	   from	   the	   screen	   after	   this	   address,	   and	   also	   at	   the	   back	   of	   this	  
Presidential	  Address.	  We	  urgently	  need	  a	  utility	  car	  for	  the	  Principal	  of	  the	  School.	  
We	  need	  a	  150KVA	  Power	  Generating	  Set	  to	  be	  able	  to	  carter	  for	  the	  Hospital	  and	  
School	   Community.	   We	   are	   in	   dire	   need	   of	   a	   befitting	   Chapel	   in	   the	   Hospital	  
premises	   for	   the	  worship	   and	   spiritual	   life	   of	   the	   School	   and	  Hospital.	   The	   cost	  
given	   to	   us	   by	   road	   Construction	   Company	   for	   tarring	   the	   entire	   premises	  with	  
asphalt	   is	   twenty-‐nine	   million	   naira	   only	   (N29m).	   In	   fact,	   a	   very	   conservative	  
estimate	  of	  fifty	  million	  naira	  (N50m)	  is	  urgently	  needed	  to	  get	  the	  facility	  ready	  in	  
expectation	   of	   the	   main	   Accreditation	   visit	   soonest.	   I	   am	   prayerfully	   and	  
passionately	  appealing	  to	  all	  of	  our	  members	  especially	  those	  of	  you	  in	  this	  Synod	  
to	  make	  themselves	  available	  to	  be	  used	  by	  God	  to	  make	  themselves	  available	  to	  
be	  used	  by	  God	  to	  make	  this	  a	  reality.	  
	  
	  
22.	   HOLY	  CHILD	  CONVENT,	  AMICHI:	  
This	  Convent	  has	  remained	  one	  of	  the	  major	  prides	  of	  our	  Diocese.	  Their	  results	  in	  
both	   WAEC,	   and	   NECO	   exams	   last	   year	   were	   great	   sources	   of	   joy	   and	  
encouragement.	   Almost	   all	   the	   students	   who	   graduated	   from	   the	   Convent	   last	  
year	   secured	   admission	   in	   different	   Universities	   and	   Higher	   Institutions.	   Our	  
greatest	   joy	   has	   been,	   and	   still	   is,	   that	   there	   is	   a	   zero	   tolerance	  of	   any	   form	  of	  
examination	  malpractice.	  All	  our	  students	  will	  comfortably	  defend	  any	  result	  they	  
come	  out	  with	   from	  that	   school	  anywhere	  and	  any	  day.	  By	   the	  special	  Grace	  of	  
God,	   the	   persistent	   problem	   of	   having	   a	   befitting	   chapel,	   and	   administrative	  
blocks	  is	  nearly	  coming	  to	  an	  end.	  In	  August	  2016,	  we	  took	  the	  bull	  by	  the	  horn	  by	  
embarking	   on	   the	   construction	   of	   a	   three	   storey	   edifice	   to	   house	   the	   above	  
mentioned	   facilities.	   At	   this	   point	   of	   presenting	   this	   address,	   that	   building	   is	  
eighty	  five	  per	  cent	  (85%)	  completed.	  No	  small	  thanks	  to	  the	  P.T.A.	  of	  the	  school	  
who	   heeded	   our	   appeal,	   and	   accepted	   to	   pay	   for	   all	   the	   rods	   needed	   for	   the	  
structure	  which	  costed	  them	  Ten	  million	  naira	  (N10m)	  only,	  though	  the	  total	  cost	  
of	  the	  rods	  later	  rose	  to	  twelve	  million	  naira	  (N12m).	  At	  completion,	  the	  building	  
will	   house	   the	   School	   Chapel	   [Ground	   floor],	   all	   the	   science	   laboratories,	  
Computer	  terminal/laboratory,	  Modern	  Library,	  Principal’s	  office,	  vice-‐principal’s	  
office,	  Accounts/Bursars’	  offices,	  Chaplain’s	  office	  etc.	  
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Just	   last	  month,	   the	  PTA	  again	  provided	  the	  sum	  of	  eleven	  million	  naira	   (N11m)	  
for	  the	  purchase	  and	  procurement	  of	  a	  100KVA	  Generator	  which	  can	  carry	  all	  the	  
facilities	  in	  the	  school	  comfortably.	  The	  money	  will	  also	  take	  care	  of	  repairing	  the	  
50KVA	  generator	  that	  broke	  down.	  We	  want	  to	  appeal	  to	  all	  and	  sundry	  to	  help	  
the	  Diocese	  to	  give	  these	  young	  girls	  befitting	  structure	  for	  worship.	  We	  intend	  to	  
dedicate	  the	  Chapel	  and	  building	  in	  December	  this	  year.	  The	  total	  cost	  of	  the	  one	  
hundred	   and	   fifteen	  pews	  needed	   in	   the	  Chapel	   is	   Seven	  million,	   nine	  Hundred	  
and	   fifty	   thousand	   naira	   (N7.95m).	   You	   can	   take	   up	   as	  many	   pews	   as	   you	   can	  
sponsor.	   The	   company	   constructing	   the	   pews	   has	   started	   work,	   which	   they	  
promised	   to	   deliver	   by	  December.	  We	   are	   in	   need	   of	   one	  marble	   Lectern,	  One	  
Marble	   Prayer/Reader’s	   Desk,	   one	  marble	   Altar	   table,	   Altar/Chancel	   rail,	   and	   a	  
complete	   set	   of	   musical	   equipment.	   You	   can	   do	   it.	   The	   recent	   Entrance	  
examination	  into	  Seminaries,	  and	  Convents	  shows	  that	  the	  number	  of	  pupils	  who	  
are	   seeking	   for	   admission	   into	   the	   Convent	   by	   September	   this	   year	   into	   JSS1	   is	  
three	  hundred	  and	  nine	  (309),	  whereas	  we	  only	  need	  one	  hundred	  and	  sixty	  (160)	  
for	   JSS1.	   Series	   of	   trimming	   exams	   are	   ongoing.	  We	   thank	   the	   Principal	   of	   the	  
Convent,	   and	   her	   team	   of	   both	   tutorial	   and	   non-‐tutorial.	   Our	   promise	   and	  
commitment	   is	   to	  make	  this	  Convent	  not	  only	  the	  pride	  of	   the	  Anglican	  Church,	  
but	   a	   centre	   for	  producing	  Godly	   and	  highly	  proficient	   academic	   young	  girls	   for	  
this	  Nation	  and	  this	  Generation.	  
	  
	  
23.	   MASTER’S	  VESSEL	  SEMINARY,	  OSUMENYI:	  
This	   is	  a	  Seminary	  with	  broad	  uniqueness	  and	  specialty.	  The	   first/pioneer	   set	  of	  
students	  of	  the	  Seminary	  are	  taking	  their	  first	  WAEC	  and	  NECO	  examination.	  On	  
12th	   of	   April,	   2017,	   the	   NECO	   examination	   body	   gave	   the	   School	   NECO	   Centre	  
Number-‐	   0040588	   for	   their	   NECO	   exam	   having	   visited	   the	   school	   for	   formal	  
accreditation	  earlier	  on	  for	  the	  exercise.	  
	  
This	   was	   in	   addition	   to	   the	  WAEC	   approval	   the	   school	   had	   secured	   earlier.	   On	  
April	   1,	   2017,	   the	   2017/2018	   Entrance	   Examination	   into	   the	   Seminary	   was	  
conducted.	   A	   total	   of	   two	   hundred	   and	   ninety	   six	   (296)	   candidates	   passed	   for	  
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admission	  into	  JSS1,	  but	  the	  School	  only	  need	  one	  hundred	  and	  sixty	  (160).	  In	  the	  
recent	   UTME/JAMB	   conducted,	   one	   of	   the	   students	   of	   the	   Seminary,	   Master	  
Kenechukwu	  Oli	  scored	  Three	  hundred	  and	  eleven	  marks	  (311).	  To	  God	  be	  all	  the	  
Glory.	   A	   student	   in	   SS2	   was	   expelled	   from	   school	   for	   gross	   misconduct	   and	  
behavior.	  The	  seminary	  is	  in	  need	  of	  a	  chapel	  for	  their	  worship	  and	  spirituality.	  	  
	  
	  
24.	   SURE	  ANCHOR	  MICROFINANCE	  BANK:	  
This	   Bank	   is	   a	   proud	   creation	   of	   the	   Diocese	   since	   2015.	   To	   the	   Glory	   of	   the	  
Almighty	   God,	   despite	   the	   Economic	   Recession	   ravaging	   our	   country	   and	  
economy,	   the	   Bank	   is	   making	   steady	   progress	   as	   evidenced	   by	   the	   level	   of	  
patronage	   from	  different	  categories	  of	  customers.	  The	  Bank’s	   loan	  portfolio	  has	  
started	   growing	   as	   customers	   are	   beginning	   to	   take	   advantage	   of	   the	   lending	  
opportunities	   provided	  by	   the	  Bank.	   The	  Bank	   has	   also	   attracted	   commendable	  
volume	  of	  deposits	  in	  less	  than	  twenty	  months	  of	  operation.	  The	  Bank	  is	  trying	  its	  
best	   to	  operate	   in	   line	  with	   the	  Companies	  and	  Allied	  Matters	  Act	   (CAMA),	  and	  
the	  directives	  of	  our	  regulators,	  the	  Central	  Bank	  of	  Nigeria	  (CBN),	  and	  the	  Nigeria	  
Deposit	  Insurance	  Corporation	  (NDIC).	  Recently,	  the	  external	  auditors	  of	  the	  Bank	  
have	  carried	  out	  their	  first	  statutory	  audit	  of	  the	  accounts	  and	  operations	  of	  the	  
Bank	   and	   have	   submitted	   their	   audit	   report	   to	   the	   Central	   Bank	   of	   Nigeria.	   As	  
soon	   as	   the	   Central	   Bank	   approves	   the	   audited	   annual	   report	   and	   accounts	   as	  
submitted	  by	  the	  external	  auditors,	  an	  Annual	  General	  Meeting	  (AGM)	  of	  all	  the	  
shareholders	  of	   the	  Bank	  will	   take	  place.	  We	   implore	  you	  to	  patronize	   the	  Bank	  
because	  it	  is	  sure	  and	  safe.	  	  
	  
25.	   LAND	  ACQUISITION/FENCING	  WORK:	  
By	  the	  special	  Grace	  of	  God,	  within	  the	  year	  under	  review,	  the	  Diocese	  purchased	  
and	  acquired	  about	  twenty-‐two	  (22)	  plots	  of	  land	  at	  Afube,	  Amichi	  at	  the	  cost	  of	  
twenty	   four	  million,	   five	   hundred	   and	   ten	   thousand	  naira	   only	   (N24.5m)	   survey	  
cost,	  and	   traditional	   rites	   cost	   inclusive.	  The	  deed	  of	  Conveyance	  has	  been	  duly	  
signed,	  sealed,	  and	  delivered	  by	  the	  parties	   involved,	  and	  full	  payment	  made	  by	  
the	  Diocese.	  
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Also	   two	   plots	   of	   land	  were	   given	   as	   free	   gift	   to	   the	   Diocese	   by	   Ezinifite	   Town	  
Union.	  We	  want	  to	  specially	  appreciate	  the	  Igwe	  of	  Ezinifite,	  His	  Royal	  Highness,	  
Igwe	  Anayo	  Obika,	   the	  Onowu,	   and	   President	  General	   for	   their	  magnanimity	   in	  
donating	   such	   land	   to	   the	  Diocese.	   The	  Diocese	   succeeded	   in	   fencing	   her	   large	  
expanse	   of	   land	   at	   Akwaihedi	  within	   this	   period	  which	   gulped	   some	  millions	   of	  
naira.	  
	  
	  
26.	   WELFARE/CHARITY/MISSION	  SUPPORT:	  
The	  Diocese	  has	  not	  taken	  lightly	  the	  issue	  of	  welfare	  of	  her	  members	  especially	  
the	  Youths,	  widows,	   and	   the	   indigent.	  Currently,	   the	  Diocese	   is	   sponsoring	   fully	  
the	   education	   of	   ten	   youths	   in	   Universities,	   and	   other	   institutions	   of	   higher	  
learning.	  She	  has	  also	  paid	  large	  sums	  of	  money	  as	  hospital	  bills	  for	  some	  of	  her	  
indigent	  members.	  This	  is	  in	  addition	  to	  the	  fourteen	  major	  surgeries	  carried	  out	  
at	   our	   Diocesan	  Hospital	  which	   the	  Diocese	   took	   full	   responsibility	   of.	   This	   one	  
year,	   we	   have	   spent	   about	   five	   million	   naira	   (N5m)	   in	   rendering	   Mission	  
assistance	   to	   many	   Dioceses	   as	   part	   of	   our	   Great	   Commission	   Partnership	  
Programme.	   This	   includes	   Dioceses	   in	   the	   Northern,	   and	   Eastern	   parts	   of	   the	  
country.	  
	  
	  
	  

2016/2017	  STATISTICS	  OF	  CONFIRMATION	  AND	  ADMISSIONS	  	  
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7.	   Holy	   Child	   Convent,	  

Amichi	  

2/12/2016	   -‐	   68	   55	   -‐	   -‐	   -‐	   27,265.00	  

8.	   Masters	   Vessel	  
Seminary,	  Osumenyi	  

	  

7/12/2016	  

	  

88	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

25,445.00	  

ILD	  

1.	   Immanuel	  
Church,	  
Akwaihedi	  

	  

24/7/2016	  

	  

8	  

	  

16	  

	  

11	  

	  

2	  

	  

7	  

	  

3	  

	  

7,415.00	  

2.	   St.	   Peter’s	  
Church,	  
Osumenyi	  

	  

14/7/2016	  

	  

12	  

	  

10	  

	  

5	  

	  

3	  

	  

1	  

	  

4	  

	  

10,145.00	  

3.	   All	   Saints	  
Church,	  
Osumenyi	  

	  

9/10/2016	  

	  

6	  

	  

4	  

	  

2	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

-‐	  

	  

6,965.00	  

4.	   Ebenezer	  

Church,	  

Unubi	  

6/11/2016	   13	   17	   7	   3	   3	   -‐	   7,890.00	  

5.	   Cathedral	  
Church	  of	   St.	  
Andrew,	  
Amichi.	  

	  

20/11/201
6	  

	  

14	  

	  

17	  

	  

3	  

	  

7	  

	  

6	  

	  

4	  

	  

33,125.00	  

6.	   St.	   Stephen’s	  
Church,	  
Osumenyi	  

27/11/201
6	  

	  

12	  

	  

14	  

	  

3	  

	  

16	  

	  

2	  

	  

5	  

	  

62,940.00	  
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9.	   St.	   Mary’s	   Church,	  

Ezinifite	  

14/12/2016	   17	   7	   7	   6	   3	   -‐	   4,465.000	  

10.	   St.	  James	  Church,	  Azigbo	   26/2/2017	   4	   5	   1	   2	   1	   9	   8,660.00	  

	   TOTAL	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  =	   	   174	   158	   94	   39	   23	   25	   185,655.00	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
In	   addition	   to	   confirmation	   and	   admissions	   carried	   out	   by	   the	   bishop,	   other	  
Episcopal	  functions	  performed	  by	  the	  Bishop	  include:	  
	  
1.	   Baptism	   of	   Revd	   &	  Mrs	   ThankGod	   Agu’s	   and	   Revd	   &	  Mrs	   Chukwunonso	  

Chijindu’s	  Children	  at	  Shalom	  Chapel	  -‐24/06/2016.	  

2.	   Baptism	  of	  Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Pascal	  Umeoduagu’s	  Child	  –	  15/08/2016	  

3.	   Baptism	  of	  Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Nnamdi	  Unozor’s	  Child	  -‐	   03/11/2016	  

4.	   Baptism	  of	  Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Francisco	  Agbasionwe’s	  Child	  –	  26/04/2017	  

5.	   Dedication	  of	  Dr.	  Obichi’s	  Private	  family	  house	  –	  30/12/2016	  

6.	   Foundation	   Stone	   Laying	   of	   St.	   Andrew’s	   Church,	   Unubi,	   new	   Church	  

building	  –	  16/10/2016.	  

7.	   Foundation	  Stone	  Laying	  of	  St.	  Bartholomew’s	  Church,	  Amichi	  New	  Church	  

building	  –	  05/10/2016	  

8.	   Inauguration	  of	  Diocesan	  Youths’	  Church	  on	  Sunday	  21st	  May,	  2017.	  

	  
28.	   EXTENSION	  OF	  ENDOWMENT	  FUND	  DURATION:	  
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By	  the	  original	  proposal,	  the	  Diocesan	  Endowment	  Fund	  contribution	  was	  meant	  
to	   last	   for	   three	  years,	  2014-‐2016.	  At	   the	  expiration	  of	   the	  date,	  we	  discovered	  
that	   the	   fund	   was	   a	   far	   cry	   from	   what	   we	   anticipated.	   The	   bishop	   with	   the	  
approval	  of	  the	  Diocesan	  Board	  therefore	  saw	  the	  unarguable	  need	  to	  extend	  the	  
duration	  of	   the	   contribution	   to	  2019	  when	  our	  Diocese	  will	   celebrate	  her	   tenth	  
year	  anniversary.	  	  
We	   appeal	   to	   all	   our	   members	   to	   gladly	   make	   this	   sacrifice	   and	   see	   that	  
something	   substantial	   is	   realized.	   The	  Diocese	  as	   a	  matter	  of	   fact	   and	  necessity	  
needs	   a	   befitting	   secretariat	  with	  which	   to	   celebrate	   her	   10th	   year	   anniversary.	  
The	   fencing	   of	   the	   Secretariat	   premises	   has	   been	   completed.	   Architectural	  
drawing	  for	  the	  Secretariat	  is	  ready.	  Work	  is	  expected	  to	  commence	  on	  the	  multi-‐
million	   naira	   project	   immediately	   in	   preparation	   for	   our	   Tenth	   anniversary	  
celebration.	  
	  
28.	   OUR	  JOYS/SORROWS:	  
Within	   the	   Synod	   year,	   we	   really	   had	   some	   events	   that	   calls	   for	   joy	   and	  
celebration.	  Praise	   to	  God	   from	  whom	  all	  Blessings	   flow.	  These	   servants	  of	  God	  
were	  blessed	  with	  new	  born	  babies:	  
1.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Patrick	  Onwuzuruike	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Girl	  
2.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Nnamdi	  Unozor	   	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Boy	  

3.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Godson	  Ugochukwu	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Girl	  

4.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Paulinus	  Ndukwu	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Boy	  

5.	   Revd	  &	  Mrs	  Francisco	  Agbasionwe	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Girl	  

6.	   Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Peter	  Ezejiaku	   	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Girl	  

7.	   Mr.	  &	  Mrs	  Ekene	  Ilobi	   	   	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Boy	  

8.	   Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Chiemeka	  Okpara	   	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Boy	  

9.	   Barr.	  &	  Mrs	  Arinze	  Umeakuana	  	   -‐	   Baby	  Girl	  

10.	   Mr.	  &	  Mrs	  Chukwuemeka	  Akunazobi	   -‐	   Baby	  Girl	  

11.	   Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Okechukwu	  Okeke	   	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Girl	  

12.	   Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Tochukwu	  Ezenduka	   	   -‐	   Baby	  Boy	  
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The	  following	  Church	  workers	  Wedded:	  
a.	   Mr	  &	  Mrs	  Ifeanyi	  Obiefula.	  
b.	   Barr.	  &	  Mrs	  Arinze	  Umeakuana	  
c.	   Engr.	  &	  Mrs	  Chidiebere	  Nwagbo	  
	  
We	  also	  rejoice	  with:	  
Ven.	  Oliver	  Chigbo	  who	   received	   a	  National	  Award	   as	  Member	   Federal	   Security	  

(MFS)	  at	  Abuja	  on	  23rd	  March,	  2017	  for	  effective	  Community	  Policing.	  

a.	   Sir	  Dr.	  A.B.	  &	  Lady	  Atuchukwu	  –	  Daughter’s	  wedding.	  

b.	   Sir	  &	  Lady	  Levi	  Chidolue	  	  	  	  -‐	  Daughter’s	  Wedding	  

c.	   Sir	  &	  Lady	  Ernest	  Eriobu	  –	  Son’s	  Traditional	  Marriage.	  	  

d.	   Ven.	  Dr.	  &	  Matron	  Johnson	  Maduka	  –	  Son’s	  Traditional	  Marriage.	  

	  
We	  heartily	  commiserate	  with	  all	  our	  members	  who	  lost	  their	  loved	  ones	  through	  
death.	   The	   reason	   we	   don’t	   usually	   mention	   names	   here	   is	   to	   avoid	   omission	  
which	   may	   not	   go	   down	   well	   with	   those	   whose	   cases	   are	   omitted.	   May	   God	  
console	  and	  comfort	  all	  of	  you	  through	  His	  Holy	  Spirit	  in	  Jesus	  Christ	  Name.	  
But	  special	  mention	  must	  be	  made	  of	  the	  death	  of	  our	  Lay	  Synod	  Secretary,	  and	  a	  
member	  of	  this	  Synod	  Sir	  Ephraim.	  M.C.	  Okeke.	  May	  the	  Soul	  of	  the	  Faithful	  who	  
departed	  rest	  in	  the	  bosom	  of	  the	  Lord.	  His	  burial	  has	  been	  fixed	  for	  18th	  August,	  
2017.	  
	  
	  
29.	   CRITICAL	  ISSUE	  OF	  CONCERN	  IN	  THE	  DIOCESE:	  
The	   Anglican	   Church	   is	   a	   solemnly	   and	   Divinely	   inspired	   Church	   denomination	  
with	  well	  laid	  out	  Constitution,	  Liturgy,	  Principles	  and	  procedures	  of	  worship	  and	  
administration.	   This	   Church	   is	   Episcopally	   led,	   and	   Synodically	   governed.	   A	  
situation	  where	  a	  lay	  member	  of	  our	  Diocese	  will	  rise	  up	  overnight	  and	  decide	  to	  
unilaterally	  and	  rebelliously	  change	  our	  established	  orthodoxy	  and	  decent	  way	  of	  
administering	  our	  Church	  will	  never	  be	  tolerated	  in	  the	  Diocese.	  A	  new	  rebellion	  
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where	  a	  group	  of	  men	  have	  decided	  that	  the	  Mother’s	  Union,	  and	  Women’s	  Guild	  
of	   the	  Church	  will	  no	   longer	  be	  allowed	   to	  accord	   their	  deceased	  member	   their	  
funeral	   rites	   the	   next	   morning	   after	   the	   burial	   service	   is	   not	   only	   a	   strange	  
development,	  but	  also	  a	  gross	  confrontation	  to	  the	  constituted	  Church	  authority,	  
and	   rebellion	   against	   God.	  May	   I	   direct	   the	  man	   that	   locked	   the	   Archdeacon’s	  
wife,	  and	  members	  of	  Mothers’	  Union,	  and	  Women’s	  Guild	  out	  in	  his	  compound	  
during	   the	   burial	   of	   his	   late	  wife	   at	  Unubi	   to	  write	   full	   letter	   of	   apology	   to	   the	  
Diocese	  between	  today	  and	  end	  of	  August	  this	  year.	  If	  one	  feels	  that	  the	  system	  
of	   worship	   or	   the	   liturgy	   of	   the	   Church	  where	   you	  worship	   is	   not	   suitable	   and	  
acceptable	   to	   you	   any	   longer,	   the	   most	   honourable	   and	   Christian	   approach	   to	  
adopt	  is	  to	  sever	  your	  membership	  and	  join	  another	  denomination.	  As	  long	  as	  we	  
remain	   the	   Bishop	   of	   this	   Diocese	   by	   Divine	   permission	   and	   Grace	   of	   God,	   no	  
individual	  member	  or	  group	  of	  members	  shall	  be	  allowed	  to	  institute	  any	  form	  of	  
rebellion	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  
	  
Furthermore,	  may	  I	  hereby	  direct	  all	  the	  Clergymen,	  and	  other	  Church	  workers	  in	  
this	  Diocese	  not	  to	  allow	  any	  family	  of	  our	  member	  who	  hired	  pastors	  from	  other	  
denominations	  to	  officiate	  at	  the	  burial	  of	  their	  family	  member	  who	  were	  not	  up-‐
to-‐date	  in	  membership	  of	  our	  church	  to	  come	  for	  outing	  service.	  Membership	  to	  
any	  Church	  denomination	   is	  not	  by	   compulsion	  or	   coercion.	  This	   is	   the	   time	   for	  
decisive	  and	  committed	  membership	  in	  this	  Diocese.	  It	  is	  either	  you	  are	  in	  fully	  or	  
you	  are	  out	  completely.	  Let	  me	  humbly	  appeal	  passionately	  to	  our	  Fathers	  in	  God,	  
and	  the	  bishops	  of	  our	  Church	  to	  advise	  their	  Clergymen	  properly	  on	  the	  issue	  of	  
attending	  and	  officiating	  in	  services	  in	  another	  Diocese	  where	  the	  host	  Diocese	  or	  
Church	   is	   not	   involved.	   This	   is	   why	   we	   are	   Anglican	   Communion,	   and	   our	  
collegiality	  should	  not	  be	  rubbished	  at	  all.	  
	  
THE	  NIGERIAN	  NATION	  

We	  will	  continue	  to	  give	  the	  Almighty	  and	  Gracious	  God	  thanks	  and	  Praise	  for	  all	  
His	   Mercy,	   Blessing	   and	   Benevolence	   to	   us	   a	   nation.	   Despite	   the	   terrible	   and	  
excruciating	  effects	  of	  Economic	  Recession,	  He	  is	  still	  sustaining	  the	  citizens	  of	  the	  
country.	  While	   we	   are	   praying	   for	   our	   dear	   President,	  Muhammadu	   Buhari	   for	  
quick	   recovery	   from	   ill	   health,	   I	   want	   to	   remind	   the	   President	   that	   life	   has	   no	  
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duplicate.	   There	   is	   no	   doubting	   the	   fact	   that	   the	   enormity	   of	   governance	   will	  
surely	  be	  aggravating	  his	  state	  of	  fragile	  health	  condition.	  Is	   it	  not	  better	  for	  the	  
president	   to	   travel	   the	   route	   of	   honour	   and	   safety	   by	   resigning	   as	   President	   in	  
order	   to	   save	  both	  himself,	   and	   the	  nation	  at	   large.	   To	  my	  mind,	   you	  have	  had	  
your	  fair	  share	  of	  leadership	  in	  the	  country	  since	  1983.	  At	  Seventy	  three	  (73),	  the	  
President	   can	   function	   more	   efficiently	   as	   an	   elder	   statesman.	   After	   all,	  
Emmanuel	  Macron	  who	  was	  only	   six	   years	  old	  when	   you	  were	  military	  head	  of	  
State	  in	  1983	  is	  now	  the	  President	  of	  France.	  
	  	  

On	  the	  security	   in	  our	  nation,	   let	  me	  also	  join	  others	  to	  commend	  the	  president	  
on	   the	   release	   of	   another	   batch	   of	   abducted	   chibok	   girls.	   The	   notable	   progress	  
though	   fluctuating	   at	   times	   in	   the	   war	   against	   the	   Islamic	   insurgent	   known	   as	  
Boko	   Haram	   should	   also	   be	   appreciated	   and	   commended.	   But	   aside	   that,	   the	  
greatest	  security	  question	  beckoning	  for	  answers	  in	  this	  country	  include:	  
	  	  

Ø   Who	   are	   the	   perpetrators	   of	   the	   mindless	   killings	   of	   Christians	   in	  
Southern	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Kaduna?	  
	  	  

Ø   	  	  	  	  	  How	  many	   of	   them	   have	   been	   arrested,	   prosecuted	   and	   sentenced	  
accordingly?	  

	  	  
Ø   Did	   the	   security	   agencies	   play	   their	   expected	   and	   established	  

constitutional	  role	  in	  handling	  the	  situation?	  
	  	  

Ø   Why	   is	   it	   almost	   impossible	   for	   the	   federal	   Government	   to	   curb	   the	  
activities	  of,	  and	  tame	  the	  voracious	  “Almighty	  Fulani	  Herdsmen?	  

	  	  
Ø   Who	   are	   the	   suppliers	   of	   the	   AK47	   guns,	   and	   pump	   action	   revolvers	  

being	  carried	  by	  the	  Herdsmen?	  
	  	  

Ø   When	   was	   arms	   carrying	   legalized	   for	   this	   “baptized”	   Boko	   Haram	  
group?	  
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I	  urge	  all	  the	  governors	  from	  the	  South	  East,	  and	  all	  traditional	  rulers	  in	  the	  region	  
to	   rise	   to	   the	   challenge	   of	   senseless	   destruction	   of	   farm	   lands,	   and	   killing	   of	  
people	  by	  the	  Fulani	  Herdsmen	  without	  further	  delay.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
ANAMBRA	  STATE:	  
	  
We	  commend	  our	   state	  governor,	  His	  Excellency,	  Chief	  Dr.	  Willie	  M.	  Obiano	   for	  
various	  awards	  he	  has	  garnered	  recently	  from	  various	  groups	  and	  bodies.	  Let	  me	  
appreciate	   him	   for	   maintaining	   the	   regular	   and	   timely	   payment	   of	   salaries	   of	  
workers	  in	  the	  State	  despite	  the	  Economic	  down	  turn.	  The	  level	  of	  security	  in	  the	  
state	  needs	  to	  be	  applauded.	  May	  I	  at	  this	  time	  remind	  and	  encourage	  the	  State	  
government	   to	   pursue	   aggressively	   and	   pragmatically	   her	   four	   pillars	   of	  
Development	  which	  according	  to	  her	  include:	  
1.	   Aggressive	  Mechanised	  Agriculture.	  
2.	   Oil	  and	  Gas.	  
3.	   Trade	  and	  Commerce	  
4.	   Industrialization.	  
	  
The	  major	  problem	  of	  our	  country	  has	  never	  been	  lack	  of	  wonderful	  policies	  and	  
ideas,	   rather	   it	   has	   been	   and	   still	   remains	   implementation	   and	   pragmatic	  
domestication	  of	  the	  policies.	  The	  dogged	  determination	  of	  the	  governor	  and	  the	  
State	  Government	  in	  rice	  production	  is	  very	  wonderful.	  
	  
Anambra	  State	  is	  in	  her	  election	  year	  this	  year.	  We	  appeal	  to	  all	  Anambrarians	  to	  
make	  sure	   that	   they	  do	  their	  voter	   registration,	  and	  get	  your	  voters	  card.	   It	   is	  a	  
known	  fact	  that	  your	  vote	  is	  your	  power.	  The	  era	  of	  political	  apathy	  or	  sitting	  on	  
the	   fence	   in	   electoral	  matters	   is	   over.	  We	   implore	   the	   candidates	   and	   political	  
parties	   to	  avoid	   the	  politics	  of	  do	  or	  die.	  Everybody	  will	  not	  be	  governor	  at	   the	  
same	  time.	  Church	   leaders	  should	  demonstrate	   in	  all	   ramifications	  that	  they	  are	  



451	  
	  

the	   custodians	   of	   truth,	   honesty,	   and	   integrity.	   Let	   us	   not	   sacrifice	   good	  
governance	  on	  the	  altar	  of	  selfish	  material	  gains,	  or	  denominational	  marshallism.	  
We	  pray	  that	  come	  November	  2017,	  the	  election	  will	  be	  contested	  fairly	  with	  the	  
spirit	   of	   sportsmanship	   among	   the	   contestants.	   Money	   politics,	   and	   thuggery	  
should	  be	  jettisoned.	  
THE	  THEME	  OF	  THE	  SYNOD:	  
	  
By	  the	  special	  Grace	  of	  God,	  we	  considered	  as	  our	  Synod	  Theme	  last	  year,	  “DARE	  
TO	   BE	   A	   DANIEL”	   [Daniel	   1:8;	   6:4-‐5].	   The	   Almighty	   God	   through	   the	   resource	  
persons	   that	   treated	   the	   theme	  challenged	  us	   in	   various	  aspects	  of	  Daniel’s	   life	  
and	   activities	   which	   included:	   His	   Life	   of	   Integrity;	   His	   Life	   of	   Excellence	   in	  
Performance;	   His	   Life	   of	   purity	   and	   absolute	   devotion	   to	   righteousness	   and	  
Godliness;	  His	  habitual	  and	  efficient	  prayer	  Life;	  His	  impeccable	  character	  among	  
the	  heathens	   in	  their	  heathen	   land;	  His	  readiness	  to	  suffer	  not	  only	  deprivation,	  
but	  also	  even	  death	  for	  his	  Faith	  and	  Conviction,	  His	  promotion	  and	  prosperity	  as	  
a	  result	  of	  his	  faithfulness	  to	  his	  God,	  and	  the	  Kings	  of	  Babylon	  he	  served.	  	  
	  
This	  year,	  the	  theme	  of	  this	  Third	  Session	  of	  the	  Third	  Synod	  is:	  
“CONTENDING	   FOR	   THE	   FAITH,	   AND	   MAINTAINING	   BIBLE	   STANDARD	   IN	   A	  
PERVERSE	  AND	  ANTI-‐CHRISTIAN	  GENERATION”.	  
	  
The	  discussion	  of	  and	  exposition	  on	  the	  theme	  is	  anchored	  on	  Jude	  1-‐4	  thus:	  	  
	   	   “Jude,	  a	  bondservant	  of	  Jesus	  Christ,	  and	  brother	  	  

of	  James,	  To	  those	  who	  are	  called,	  sanctified	  by	  	  

God	  the	  Father,	  and	  preserved	  in	  Jesus	  Christ:	  

	   	   Mercy,	  Peace	  and	  Love	  be	  multiplied	  to	  you.	  	  

	   	   Beloved,	  while	  I	  was	  very	  diligent	  to	  write	  to	  

you	  concerning	  our	  common	  salvation,	  I	  found	  	  

it	  necessary	  to	  write	  to	  you	  exhorting	  you	  to	  	  

contend	  earnestly	  for	  the	  Faith	  which	  was	  once	  for	  
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	  all	  delivered	  to	  the	  Saints.	  For	  certain	  men	  have	  crept	  

	  in	  unnoticed,	  who	  long	  ago	  were	  marked	  out	  for	  this	  	  

condemnation,	  ungodly	  men,	  who	  turn	  the	  Grace	  of	  	  

our	  God	  into	  lewdness	  and	  deny	  the	  only	  Lord	  God	  and	  	  

our	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ”.	  

	  
	  
BACKGROUND	  OF	  THE	  EPISTLE	  OF	  JUDE:	  
Jude	   simply	   identifies	  himself	   in	   the	  epistle	  as	  a	   servant	  of	   Jesus	  Christ	   and	   the	  
brother	   of	   James.	   The	   determination	   of	   his	   identity	   rests	   principally	   upon	   the	  
process	   of	   elimination.	   The	   half	   brothers	   of	   Jesus	   are	   mentioned	   in	   Matthew	  
13:55,	  and	  Mark	  6:3.	  Jude,	  who	  was	  not	  as	  widely	  known	  as	  James,	  does	  not	  use	  
an	  apostolic	  title.	  The	  assignment	  of	  date	  and	  location	  for	  the	  epistle	  is	  difficult,	  if	  
not	  impossible.	  Jude	  actually	  struggled	  early	  on	  with	  Jesus’	  ministry,	  but	  after	  the	  
Lord’s	  resurrection	  he	  became	  a	  radical	  spokesman	  for	  the	  Kingdom	  of	  God.	  
	  
He	  wrote	  this	  epistle	  to	  correct	  error	  in	  the	  early	  Church.	  There	  is	  no	  obscurity	  in	  
Jude’s	   purpose	   of	   writing	   the	   epistle.	   He	   had	   wanted	   to	   discuss	   facets	   of	  
Salvation,	  but	  the	  threat	  of	  subversive	  teachers	  and	  preachers	  compelled	  him	  to	  
write	   and	   exhort	   his	   readers	   “To	   contend	   earnestly	   for	   the	   Faith”	   V3.	   An	   early	  
form	   of	   Gnosticism	   had	   begun	   to	   trouble	   God’s	   people,	   and	   many	   unstable	  
believers	  had	  drifted	   from	  their	  original	   faith	   in	   Jesus	  Christ.	   Jude	  confronts	   the	  
issue	  head-‐on	  and	  uses	  no	  fewer	  than	  three	  powerful	  illustrations	  to	  remind	  the	  
people	  that	  God	  cannot	  put	  up	  with	  those	  who	  depart	  from	  their	  original	  mission,	  
Faith,	   and	  Doctrine;	   and	   adopt	   some	  alien	   and	   contradicting	   lifestyle	   and	  belief	  
system.	  
	  
In	  his	  epistle,	   Jude	  teaches	  Church	   leaders	  how	  to	  confront	  those	  who	  meander	  
from	   the	   truth	   and	   vision.	   He	   is	   direct,	   yet	   rational.	   He	   is	   convictional,	   yet	  
compassionate.	  He	  reminds	  his	  readers	  of	  past	  incidents	  and	  the	  outcome	  of	  such	  
drifting.	  Thus,	   the	  entire	  epistle	   is	  an	  assessment	  of	   false	   teachers	  and	  a	   strong	  
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warning	  to	  the	  recipients	  of	  this	  epistle.	  Having	  critically	  looked	  at	  the	  background	  
of	   our	   anchor	   Bible	   Text,	   let	   us	   turn	   our	   attention	   now	   to	   the	   very	   component	  
words	  and	  phrases	  that	  constitute	  our	  theme.	  
	  
A.	   CONTEND	  FOR	  THE	  FAITH:	  

To	  contend	  means:	  	  
(i)	   To	  strive	  for	  something.	  
(ii)	   To	  struggle	  in	  defense	  or	  in	  opposition.	  
(iii)	   To	  dispute	  or	  debate	  against	  or	  for.	  
(iv)	   It	   also	  means	   to	  contest,	   challenge,	   fight,	   combat	  or	  vie.	  To	   further	  

understand	   the	  meaning	   of	   the	  word	   ‘contend’,	   the	   Greek	  word,	   “agonizomai”	  
illuminates	  it	  more,	  which	  means	  to	  conflict	  or	  struggle,	  which	  is	  the	  root	  of	  the	  
English	  term	  “agonize”.	  Therefore,	  to	  contend	  for	  the	  Faith	  is	  to	  struggle	  eagerly	  
like	   engaged	   in	   an	   intense	   contest	   or	   warfare.	   According	   to	   Thayer’s	   Greek	  
Lexicon,	   it	   means	   to	   struggle	   with	   difficulties	   and	   dangers	   antagonistic	   to	   the	  
Gospel.	  [Col.	  1:29;	  and	  1Tim.	  4:10].	  
	  
The	  Faith	  in	  question	  here	  is	  the	  Faith	  of	  our	  Salvation,	  Justification,	  Redemption,	  
Resurrection	   and	   the	   second	   coming	   of	   Jesus	   Christ.	   This	   faith	   is	   what	   we	  
summarize	   when	   we	   proclaim	   the	   mystery	   of	   our	   Faith	   during	   the	   Eucharistic	  
service	  thus;	  Christ	  has	  died;	  Christ	  is	  risen;	  and	  Christ	  will	  come	  again.	  This	  faith	  is	  
sacrosanct	  as	  it	  is	  wholly	  established	  on	  the	  righteousness	  of	  Jesus	  Christ	  imputed	  
on	  the	  believer	  at	  his/her	  repentance	  through	  the	  Grace	  of	  the	  same	  Jesus	  Christ.	  
Therefore,	  contending	  for	  the	  Faith	  entails	  resisting	  ardently	  and	  consistently	  any	  
teaching	   or	   doctrine	   that	   undermines	   totally,	   or	   contaminates	   in	   any	   guise	   the	  
sanctity	  and	  sacredness	  of	  this	  Faith,	  anywhere,	  and	  anytime.	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
B.	   MAINTAINING	  BIBLE	  STANDARD:	  
This	  is	  another	  critical	  aspect	  of	  our	  theme	  under	  consideration.	  Let	  me	  remind	  us	  
here	  again	   that	   throughout	   the	  whole	  book	  of	   the	  Holy	  Bible,	  God	  has	   revealed	  
Himself	  as	  God	  of	  order,	  Principles,	  precepts,	  and	  statutes.	  Anyone	  who	  had	  ever	  
worked	   for	   God,	   and	   walked	   with	   God	   had	   followed	   strictly	   and	   distinctly	   laid	  
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down	  procedures	  by	  God.	  When	  God	  instructed	  Noah	  to	  build	  an	  ark	  in	  Genesis	  6,	  
he	  gave	  him	  a	  blueprint	  he	  must	  follow.	  That	  is	  standard.	  When	  God	  called	  Abram	  
in	   Genesis	   chapter	   12:1,	   God	   gave	   him	   the	   standard	   of	   the	  movement.	   To	   the	  
Israelites,	  God	  gave	  them	  the	  standard	  of	  life	  and	  living	  that	  they	  must	  maintain	  if	  
they	   would	   remain	   His	   Covenant	   People.	   In	   Joshua	   chapter	   1:8,	   God	   said	   to	  
Joshua,	   “This	   Book	   of	   the	   law	   shall	   not	   depart	   from	   your	  mouth,	   but	   you	   shall	  
meditate	   in	   it	  day	  and	  night,	  that	  you	  may	  observe	  to	  do	  according	  to	  all	  that	   is	  
written	  in	  it.	  For	  then	  you	  will	  make	  your	  way	  prosperous,	  and	  then	  you	  will	  have	  
good	   success.	   This	   is	   the	   standard	   that	  must	   be	  maintained	   by	   Joshua,	   and	   all	  
God’s	   people	   who	   desire	   God’s	   Blessings.	   In	   the	   New	   Testament,	   precisely	  
Matthew	  7:	  13-‐14,	  Jesus	  gave	  us	  the	  standard	  we	  must	  maintain	  if	  we	  must	  enter	  
into	   the	   Kingdom	   of	   God,	   and	   Heaven	   when	   He	   explicitly	   said,	   “Enter	   by	   the	  
narrow	  gate;	  for	  wide	  is	  the	  gate	  and	  broad	  is	  the	  way	  that	  leads	  to	  destruction,	  
and	  there	  are	  many	  who	  go	  in	  by	  it.	  Because	  narrow	  is	  the	  gate	  and	  difficult	  the	  
way	  which	  leads	  to	  life,	  and	  there	  are	  few	  who	  find	  it.”	  
A	  standard	  is	  an	  established	  or	  accepted	  model.	  People	  of	  God,	  Christianity	  has	  an	  
established	  model	  of	   life	   irrespective	  of	  Race,	  Status,	  Era	  or	  Age.	  A	  standard	  is	  a	  
criterion.	  It	  is	  also	  a	  definite	  level	  of	  excellence	  or	  adequacy	  required	  or	  aimed	  at.	  
The	  Magna	  Carta	  of	  the	  Christian	  Faith	  is	  the	  Holy	  Bible.	  Any	  doctrine,	  teaching	  or	  
liturgy	   that	   cannot	   be	   established	   and	   substantiated	   therewith	   should	   be	  
unrepentantly	  rejected	  no	  matter	  who	  propagates	  it.	  This	  is	  why	  the	  Apostle	  Paul	  
by	   the	   unction	   of	   the	  Holy	   Spirit	   said	   in	  Galatians	   1:6-‐9,	   “I	  marvel	   that	   you	   are	  
turning	   away	   so	   soon	   from	   Him	   who	   called	   you	   in	   the	   Grace	   of	   Christ,	   to	   a	  
different	  Gospel,	  which	  is	  not	  another;	  but	  there	  are	  some	  who	  trouble	  you	  and	  
want	   to	  pervert	   the	  Gospel	  of	  Christ.	  But	  even	   if	  we,	  or	   an	  Angel	   from	  heaven,	  
preach	  any	  other	  Gospel	  to	  you	  than	  what	  we	  have	  preached	  to	  you,	   let	  him	  be	  
accursed.	   As	   we	   have	   said	   before,	   so	   now	   I	   say	   again,	   if	   anyone	   preaches	   any	  
other	   Gospel	   to	   you	   than	   what	   you	   have	   received,	   let	   him	   be	   accursed”.	   No	  
matter	  the	  level	  of	  intellectualism,	  scientific	  and	  technological	  development,	  and	  
advancement,	   the	   Bible	   Standard	   must	   be	   maintained	   by	   the	   Church	   and	  
Christians	  in	  anything	  we	  do.	  The	  Holy	  Scripture	  says,	  follow	  peace	  with	  all	  men,	  
and	   Holiness,	   without	   which	   no	   one	   will	   see	   the	   Lord.	   There	   is	   no	   shortcut	   in	  
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serving	   the	   Lord	   Jesus	   Christ.	   The	   Holy	   Bible	   remains	   the	   only	   plumb	   line	   for	  
Christian	  doctrine,	  and	  lifestyle.	  
	  
	  
C.	   PERVERSE	  AND	  ANTI-‐CHRISTIAN	  GENERATION:	  
Ours	  is	  a	  generation	  that	  is	  unarguably	  known	  as	  perverse	  in	  all	  ramifications,	  and	  
shades	  of	  opinions.	  No	  doubt	  this	  is	  becoming	  the	  most	  difficult	  time	  to	  practice	  
genuine	  Christianity	  that	  is	  acceptable	  to	  God,	  and	  by	  God.	  The	  simple	  meanings	  
of	   the	   word	   perverse	   sends	   very	   disturbing	   signals	   to	   the	   spine	   of	   any	   God-‐
fearing,	  and	  Heaven	  conscious	  Christian.	  Let	  us	  look	  at	  some	  dictionary	  meanings	  
of	  the	  word,	  “Perverse”.	  It	  means:	  
	  
=>	   To	  be	   turned	  aside	   from	  what	   is	   right,	  or	  what	   is	   truth.	   Is	  our	  generation	  

not	  gorgeously	  celebrating	  vices,	  and	  disdaining	  virtues	  now?	  What	  do	  you	  
say	  when	  nakedness	  and	  nudity	  have	  become	  fashionable,	  and	  provocative	  
beauty	  pageants	  highly	  rewarded,	  while	  decent	  and	  proper	  dress	  code	  are	  
tagged	  naive,	  obsolete,	  and	  uncivilized	  attire?	  

	  
=>	   It	  also	  means	  to	  be	  obstinately	  determined	  when	  in	  the	  wrong.	  
	  
=>	   It	  means	  also	  to	  be	  capricious	  and	  unreasonable	  in	  opposition.	  
=>	   To	  be	  perverse	  is	  to	  be	  wrong-‐headed	  and	  stubborn.	  
=>	   It	  is	  to	  be	  wayward.	  
	  
=>	   It	  means	  to	  be	  deliberately	  wicked.	  
	  
Dear	   people	   of	   God,	   this	   is	   environment	   we	   find	   ourselves,	   and	   we	   are	  
inexcusably	  required	  to	  not	  only	  contend	  for	  the	  faith,	  but	  also	  to	  maintain	  Bible	  
standard.	  It	   is	  this	  perversion	  that	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  encapsulates	  in	  2Timothy	  3:1-‐5	  
thus:	  
	   	   “But	  know	  this,	  that	  in	  the	  last	  days	  perilous	  times	  	  

will	  come.	  For	  men	  will	  be	  lovers	  of	  themselves,	  	  
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lovers	  of	  money,	  boasters,	  proud,	  blasphemers,	  	  

disobedient	  to	  parents,	  unthankful,	  unholy,	  unloving,	  	  

unforgiving,	  slanderers,	  without	  self-‐control,	  brutal,	  	  

despisers	  of	  good,	  traitors,	  headstrong,	  haughty,	  lovers	  	  

of	  pleasure	  rather	  than	  lovers	  of	  God,	  having	  a	  form	  of	  	  

Godliness	  but	  denying	  its	  power.	  And	  from	  such	  people	  	  

turn	  away”.	  

	  
In	  the	  midst	  of	  this	  spiritual	  and	  moral	  quagmire,	  we	  are	  enjoined	  in	  verse	  14	  of	  
the	  same	  chapter,	  “But	  you	  must	  continue	  in	  the	  things	  which	  you	  have	  learned	  
and	   been	   assured	   of,	   knowing	   from	   whom	   you	   have	   learned	   them”.	   The	   anti-‐
Christian	  era	  is	  here	  with	  us.	  Yes,	  and	  all	  who	  desire	  to	  live	  Godly	  in	  Christ	  Jesus	  
will	   suffer	   persecution.	   Furthermore,	   Jesus	   reminds	   us	   of	   the	   anti-‐Christian	  
generation	  in	  John	  16:1-‐2	  “These	  things	  I	  have	  spoken	  to	  you	  that	  you	  should	  not	  
be	  made	   to	   stumble.	   They	  will	   put	   you	   out	   of	   the	   synagogues;	   yes,	   the	   time	   is	  
coming	  that	  whoever	  kills	  you	  will	  think	  that	  he	  is	  offering	  service	  to	  God”.	  
	  
The	   Holy	   Bible	   remains	   God’s	   ever	   green	   infallible	   Word	   of	   Life.	   The	   much	  
orchestrated	   Islamic	   Fundamentalism,	   Radicalism,	   and	   Terrorism	   are	   enough	  
signals	  to	  the	  true	  Christian	  that	  we	  have	  a	  Faith	  to	  contend	  for,	  and	  defend.	  All	  
over	  the	  world	  now,	  there	  is	  gross	  sponsorship	  and	  promotion	  of	  unprecedented	  
Anti-‐Christianity,	   and	   Anti-‐Semitism.	   The	   time	   to	   take	   a	   stand	   is	   now.	   Joshua	  
boldly	   challenged	   his	   generation	   to	   choose	   for	   themselves	   this	   day	  whom	   they	  
would	  serve.	  Elijah	  also	  challenged	  his	  own	  generation	  by	  asking	  and	  prompting	  
them,	  “How	  long	  will	  you	  falter	  between	  two	  opinions?	  If	  the	  Lord	  is	  God,	  follow	  
Him;	   but	   if	   Baal,	   follow	   him”.	   The	   perversiveness	   of	   this	   generation	   demands	  
decisive	   resolution	   anchored	   on	   a	   very	   clear	   understanding	   of	   one’s	   Christian	  
Faith,	  its	  meaning,	  and	  its	  demands.	  
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Howbeit,	   we	   need	   to	   discuss	   six	   broad	   areas	   that	   the	   twenty	   first	   century	  
Christians	   need	   to	   contend	   for	   the	   faith,	   and	   maintain	   Bible	   standard	   in	   this	  
perverse	  and	  anti-‐Christian	  generation.	  
	  
	  
1].	   CONTENDING	   FOR	   THE	   FAITH	   IN	   THE	   MIDST	   OF	   EXTREME	   LIBERALISM,	  

POST-‐MODERNISM,	  AND	  SECULARISM:	  
The	  doctrine	  of	  Christian	  liberty	  has	  been	  terribly	  misinterpreted,	  misapplied,	  and	  
misguided.	   The	  Holy	   Bible	   said	   in	  Galatians	   5:13,	   “For	   you,	   brethren	   have	   been	  
called	   to	   liberty;	   only	   do	   not	   use	   liberty	   as	   an	   opportunity	   for	   the	   flesh	   but	  
through	   love	  serve	  one	  another”.	  Christian	   liberty	   is	   liberty	   from	  sin,	  and	   liberty	  
from	  using	  the	  works	  of	  the	  law	  to	  secure	  our	  salvation.	  It	  is	  not	  liberty	  to	  indulge	  
our	   flesh,	   and	   our	   carnal	   cravings.	   In	   liberal	   Christian	   teaching,	   which	   is	   not	  
Christian	   at	   all	   in	   the	   first	   place,	  man’s	   reason	   is	   stressed	   and	   is	   treated	   as	   the	  
final	   authority.	   Liberal	   theologians	   seek	   to	   reconcile	   Christianity	   with	   secular	  
science	  and	  modern	  thinking.	   In	  doing	  so,	  they	  treat	  science	  as	  all-‐knowing,	  and	  
the	  Bible	  as	  fable-‐laden	  and	  false.	  Some	  of	  the	  basic	  and	  major	  teachings	  of	  the	  
liberal	  theologians	  and	  preachers	  include:	  
	  
i)	   The	  Bible	  is	  not	  God-‐breathed	  and	  has	  errors.	  

ii)	   The	  virgin	  birth	  of	  Christ	  is	  a	  mythological	  false	  teaching.	  

iii)	   Jesus	  did	  not	  rise	  again	  from	  the	  grave	  in	  bodily	  form.	  

iv)	   Hell	   is	   not	   real.	  Here	   they	  maintain	   that	  man	   can	  help	  himself	   and	   so	  no	  

sacrificial	   death	   by	   Christ	   is	   necessary	   since	   a	   loving	  God	  would	   not	   send	  

people	  to	  such	  a	  place	  as	  hell.	  

	  
These	  are	  very	  dangerous	  teachings	  confronting	  the	  individual	  Christian,	  and	  the	  
church	  at	  such	  a	  time	  like	  this.	  
	  
Likewise,	  postmodernism	   is	   a	  philosophy	   that	   says	   that	   absolute	   truth	  does	  not	  
exist	   in	   anything.	   Post-‐modernism	   has	   led	   to	   relativism	  which	   teaches	   the	   idea	  
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that	   all	   truth	   is	   relative.	   This	  means	   that	  what	   is	   right	   for	   a	   group	  of	   Christians	  
somewhere	  is	  not	  necessarily	  right	  or	  true	  for	  another	  group	  in	  another	  place	  or	  
denomination.	  Is	  this	  not	  the	  main	  dangerous	  point	  the	  Church	  in	  this	  generation	  
has	  found	  herself?	  Post-‐modernism’s	  rejection	  of	  absolute	  truth	  has	  caused	  many	  
people	   even	   in	   the	   Church	   to	   reject	   the	   Bible	   as	   the	   truth	   of	  God	   to	   guide	   our	  
lives.	  But	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  these	  demonic	  confusions,	  the	  Almighty	  God	  declares	  
in	  Psalm	  119:89,	  “Forever,	  O	  Lord,	  Your	  word	  is	  settled	  in	  Heaven”.	  The	  modern	  
pastors	   and	   teachers	  have	  upheld	   the	   view	  of	  post-‐modernism	   that	   the	  Bible	   is	  
just	   an	   opinion,	   and	   not	   a	   standard	   for	   living.	   Brethren,	   it	   is	   a	   very	   challenging	  
period	   for	   the	  church,	  and	  Christians.	   Secularism	  on	   its	  part	   is	   the	   ideology	  and	  
belief	   that	   religion	   should	  not	  play	   any	   role	   in	   government,	   Education,	  or	  other	  
public	  parts	  of	  the	  society.	  This	  is	  why	  God	  is	  being	  rejected	  and	  “driven	  away”	  in	  
government,	  and	  Educational	  Institutions.	  How	  then	  can	  we	  make	  progress	  when	  
we	  reject	  Him	  who	  said,”	  for	  without	  me,	  you	  can	  do	  nothing”?	  (John15:7).	  Unless	  
this	  generation	  of	  Christians,	  and	  church	   leaders	  go	  back	   to	   the	  word	  of	  God	   in	  
teaching	  and	  practice,	  definitely	  the	  hopelessness	   in	  all	  of	  our	   living	  has	  no	  end.	  
Today	   liberal	   preachers	   encourage	   their	   followers	   to	   do	   anything	   with	   their	  
bodies	  because	  according	  to	  them,	  God	  is	  not	  interested	  in	  their	  bodies.	  
	  
	  
2]	   CONTENDING	   FOR	   THE	   FAITH	   AMIDST	   GROSS	   ISLAMIC	   INCURSION,	  

FUNDAMENTALISM,	  AND	  AGGRESSION:	  
Islam	  no	  doubt	  has	  been	  though	  as	  usual	  the	  great	  thorn	  in	  the	  flesh	  of	  Christians	  
and	  Christianity	  all	  over	  the	  world.	  The	  rate	  with	  which	   Islamic	  fundamentalism,	  
and	   aggression	   are	   growing	   should	   give	   danger	   signal	   to	   the	   Church	   and	  
Christians.	  Of	  greater	  concern	  now	  is	  the	  rate	  at	  which	  youths	  all	  over	  the	  world,	  
including	   Nigeria	   fancy	   and	   cherish	   terrorism	   orchestrated	   by	   Islamism.	   The	  
quantum	  of	  money	  being	  expended	  on	   Islamization	  agenda	   is	   a	   great	   challenge	  
and	  threat	  to	  the	  21st	  Century	  Christians	  and	  Church.	  Islam	  grows	  and	  thrives	  on	  
threat,	   intimidation,	   annihilation,	   destruction	   of	   lives,	   and	   domination.	   	   It	   is	   a	  
religion	  of	   intolerance.	   It	   is	  a	   religion	  of	  antagonism	  as	  presented	  by	  God	   in	   the	  
Holy	   Bible	   thus,	   “The	   Angel	   of	   the	   Lord	   said	   to	   her,	   “I	   will	   multiply	   your	  
descendants	  exceedingly,	  so	  that	  they	  shall	  not	  be	  counted	  for	  multitude.	  And	  the	  
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Angel	  of	  the	  Lord	  said	  to	  Hagar:	  Behold,	  you	  are	  with	  child,	  and	  you	  shall	  bear	  a	  
son.	  You	  shall	  call	  his	  name	  Ishmael,	  because	  the	  Lord	  has	  heard	  your	  affliction.	  
He	  shall	  be	  a	  wild	  man;	  His	  hand	  shall	  be	  against	  everyman,	  and	  every	  man’s	  hand	  
against	   him.	   And	   he	   shall	   dwell	   in	   the	   presence	   of	   all	   his	   brethren”.	   [Genesis	  
16:10-‐12].	   This	   is	   the	  origin	   and	   foundation	  of	   Islam.	   So	   for	   anyone	   to	  describe	  
Islam	  as	  a	  religion	  of	  Peace	  is	  a	  hoarse,	  and	  that	  shows	  that	  the	  person	  is	  bereft	  of	  
the	  truth.	  The	  nagging	  question	  should	  then	  be;	  In	  the	  face	  of	  this	  great	  monster	  
of	  Islamic	  terrorism,	  and	  fundamentalism,	  what	  should	  be	  the	  Christian’s	  attitude	  
in	  contending	   for	   the	  Faith?	  We	  can	  get	  our	  answer	  by	   taking	  a	  clue	   from	  what	  
Daniel	  did	  when	  he	  faced	  death	  and	  terrorism.	  “Now	  when	  Daniel	  knew	  that	  the	  
writing	  was	  signed,	  he	  went	  home	  And	  in	  his	  upper	  room,	  with	  his	  windows	  open	  
toward	  Jerusalem,	  he	  knelt	  down	  on	  his	  knees	  three	  times	  that	  day,	  and	  prayed	  
and	  gave	  thanks	  before	  his	  God,	  as	  was	  his	  custom	  since	  early	  days”	  (Daniel	  6:10).	  
	  
This	   is	  the	  time	  that	  Christians	  should	  stand	  up	   in	  meaningful	  prayer.	  This	   is	  the	  
time	   for	   the	   church,	   and	   individual	   Christians	   to	  make	  prayer	   a	   custom	   in	   their	  
lives.	   People	   of	   God,	   prayer	   works.	   Prayer	   prevails	   where	   other	   plans	   reclined.	  
Furthermore,	  we	  should	  revive	  the	  Church’s	  Mission	  Mandate,	  Person	  to	  person	  
Evangelism,	   Meaningful	   Gospel	   outreaches	   and	   return	   back	   to	   organized	   Bible	  
Teaching.	   Many	   people	   in	   the	   Church	   today	   don’t	   even	   understand	   the	   basic	  
meaning	  of	  being	  a	  Christian.	  The	  time	  to	  revisit	  Apostle	  Philip’s	  question	  to	  the	  
Ethiopian	  Eunuch	  in	  our	  Churches	  is	  now	  -‐	  ,	  “So	  Philip	  ran	  to	  him,	  and	  heard	  him	  
reading	   the	   prophet	   Isaiah,	   and	   said	   to	   him,	   “Do	   you	   understand	  what	   you	   are	  
reading?”	  and	  he	  said,	  “How	  can	  I,	  unless	  someone	  guides	  or	  teaches	  me?”	  (Acts	  
8:30-‐31).	  Contending	  for	  this	  faith	  at	  such	  as	  a	  time	  as	  this	  among	  Islamic	  attacks	  
also	   requires	  very	  huge	   financial	   sacrificial	   commitment.	  Christians	   should	  make	  
up	  their	  minds	  to	  support	  and	  finance	  mission	  both	  within	  and	  outside.	  This	  error	  
of	  building	  sky	  scrapers,	  buying	  private	  jets,	  and	  even	  buying	  properties	  abroad	  by	  
preachers	  and	  church	  leaders	  need	  to	  be	  put	  on	  hold.	  
	  
If	   people	   can	   spend	   fortunes	   sponsoring	  Boko	  Haram,	   ISIS,	  Alshabab,	  Al	  Queda,	  

Moslem	   brotherhood,	   why	   can’t	   Christians	   release	   their	   money	   for	  
missions?	   Welfare	   Evangelism	   should	   be	   vigorously	   pursued	   by	   the	  
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Christians	   and	   Church.	   Let	   Churches	   reduce	   the	   funds	   she	   spends	   in	  
erecting	  and	  competing	   for	  palatial	  church	  buildings.	  The	  Christian	  Youths	  
are	   not	   only	   in	   dire	   need	   of	   financial	   aid,	   but	   are	   also	   in	   dilemma	  
concerning	   their	   future.	   Helping	   hands	   should	   be	   extended	   to	   these	  
cardinal	   members	   of	   the	   Church	   by	   sponsoring	   their	   education,	   securing	  
admission	  and	   jobs	   for	   them.	  The	   time	   to	  act	   is	   now.	  Biblical	  Discipleship	  
teachings	   should	   be	   developed	   and	   pursued	   in	   all	   Churches.	   Sacrificial	  
Christianity	  should	  be	  taught	  to	  our	  members.	  3]	   CONTENDING	   FOR	   THE	  
FAITH	  IN	  THE	  FACE	  OF	  REVIVED	  PAGANISM,	  AND	  NEO-‐PAGANISM:	  

Paganism	   is	   a	   term	   that	   derives	   from	   Greek	   word	   “Paganus”	   which	   originally	  
meant,	   rustic,	   rural,	   and	   	   later	   came	   to	  mean	   ‘non	   participant’.	   The	   Latin	   term	  
paganismus	   was	   first	   used	   in	   the	   4th	   century	   by	   early	   Christian	   community	   in	  
reference	   to	   populations	   of	   the	   Roman	   world	   who	   worshipped	   many	   deities,	  
either	  because	  they	  were	  increasingly	  rural	  and	  provincial	  relative	  to	  the	  Christian	  
population	   or	   else	   because	   there	   were	   not	   milites	   Christi	   [soldiers	   of	   Christ].	  
Today	  pagans	  are	  neither	  outside	  the	  church,	  nor	  non-‐participants	   in	  the	  church	  
affairs.	   Pagans	   are	   right	  with	   us	   inside	   the	   church,	   and	   even	   in	   the	   Altar.	   Neo-‐
paganism	   is	   simply	   the	  marrying	   together	  of	  Christian	  beliefs	  and	  ancient	  pagan	  
and	  magical	  practices.	   Jude	   in	  his	  epistle	   verse	  4	  warned	   that,	   “for	   certain	  men	  
have	  crept	   in	  unnoticed,	  who	   long	  ago	  were	  marked	  out	   for	   this	  condemnation,	  
ungodly	  men,	  who	   turn	   the	   grace	   of	   our	  God	   into	   lewdness	   and	   deny	   the	   only	  
Lord	  God	   and	  our	   Lords	   Jesus	  Christ.	   “Today	  we	  have	  ungodly	   and	  unholy	  men	  
and	  women	   in	  the	  Holy	  Sanctuary	  offering	  strange	  fire	  and	   incense	  to	  God.	  This	  
has	  brought	  great	  spiritual	  devastation	  to	  the	  body	  of	  Christ.	  God	  said	  to	  Aaron,	  
“Do	  not	  drink	  wine	  or	  intoxicating	  drink,	  you	  nor	  your	  sons	  with	  you,	  when	  you	  go	  
into	   the	   tabernacle	   of	   meeting,	   lest	   you	   die.	   It	   shall	   be	   a	   statute	   forever	  
throughout	  your	  generations,	  that	  you	  may	  distinguish	  between	  holy	  and	  unholy,	  
and	  between	  unclean	  and	   clean”	   (Leviticus	   10:9-‐10).	   The	  doctrine	  of	   holiness	   is	  
fast	  becoming	  obsolete	  among	  the	  21st	  Century	  Christians.	  Modern	  paganism	  and	  
idolatry	   of	   replacing	   the	   Almighty	   God,	   and	   simple	   Faith	   in	   Christ	   Jesus	   with	  
objects	  like	  holy	  water,	  holy	  oil,	  Miracle	  handkerchief,	  holy	  sand,	  holy	  salt,	  back	  to	  
sender	   handkerchief,	   holy	   mustard	   seed	   has	   since	   become	   an	   accepted	   and	  
celebrated	  Christian	  practice.	  
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What	  do	  we	  say	  about	  the	  use	  of	  satanic	  strange	  powers	  and	  occultic	  and	  magical	  
powers	  to	  perform	  great	  signs	  and	  wonders	  by	  many	  so	  called	  men	  and	  women	  of	  
God?	   This	   is	   a	   very	   serious	   challenge	   to	   sincere	   and	   genuine	   believers	   and	  
Christians	  in	  our	  generation.	  
	  
The	  Christian	  race	  has	  never	  been	  easy	  and	  casual	  as	  some	  preachers	  present	   it	  	  	  
nowadays.	   The	  word	   of	  God	   enjoins	   the	   true	   child	   of	  God	   thus	   in	   Exodus	   23:2,	  
“You	   shall	   not	   follow	   a	   crowd	   to	   do	   evil	   …”.	   This	   is	   the	   time	   for	   every	   true	  
Christian	  to	  stand	  out	  from	  the	  multitude.	  God	   is	  not	   looking	  for	  aimless	  crowd.	  
Rather	  He	  is	   looking	  for	  Disciples.	  Also	   in	  Romans	  12:2	  we	  read,	  “And	  do	  not	  be	  
conformed	  to	  this	  world,	  	  but	  be	  transformed	  by	  the	  renewing	  of	  your	  mind,	  that	  
you	  may	  prove	  what	  is	  that	  good	  and	  acceptable	  and	  perfect	  will	  of	  God”.	  What	  
this	  generation	  of	  political	  and	  traditional	  leaders	  are	  calling	  cultural	  revival,	  is	  in	  
its	   strict	   sense	   revival	   of	   idolatry	   and	   paganism.	   The	   christening	   of	   many	  
heathenic	   and	   paganistic	   practices	   by	   the	   present	   day	   church	   is	   not	   only	  
depictable,	  but	  very	  abominable	  before	  God.	  Ezekiel	  8:	  6-‐16	  is	  the	  true	  picture	  of	  
the	   challenge	   before	   us	   in	   this	   generation.	   Verse	   9-‐11	   is	   of	   very	   serious	  
significance,	  “And	  He	  said	  to	  me,	  “Go	  in,	  and	  see	  the	  wicked	  abominations	  which	  
they	   are	   doing	   there”.	   So	   I	  went	   in	   and	   saw,	   and	   there,	   every	   sort	   of	   creeping	  
thing,	   abominable	   beasts	   and	   all	   the	   idols	   of	   the	   house	   of	   Israel,	   portrayed	   all	  
around	  on	  walls.	  And	  there	  stood	  before	  them	  seventy	  men	  of	  the	  elders	  of	  the	  
house	  of	  Israel,	  and	  in	  their	  midst	  stood	  Jaazaniah	  the	  son	  of	  Shaphan.	  Each	  man	  
had	  a	  censer	  in	  his	  hand	  and	  a	  thick	  cloud	  of	  incense	  went	  up.	  Then	  He	  said	  to	  me,	  
“Son	  of	  man,	  have	  you	  seen	  what	  the	  elders	  of	  the	  house	  of	  Israel	  do	  in	  the	  dark,	  
every	  man	  in	  the	  room	  of	  his	  idols?	  For	  they	  say,	  “The	  Lord	  does	  not	  see	  us,	  the	  
Lord	  has	  forsaken	  the	  land”.	  
	  
What	   idol	   are	   you	   habouring	   and	   hiding	   in	   the	   secret?	   The	   Power	   of	   God	   is	  
withdrawn	  from	  the	  Church,	  and	  God’s	  children	  because	  of	  neo-‐paganism.	  Let	  us	  
contend	   for	   the	   Faith	   by	   sanitizing	   the	   Church	   of	  God	  with	   sound	   doctrine	   and	  
practical	  Christian	  Character.	  This	  is	  never	  an	  easy	  venture,	  but	  the	  Grace	  of	  God	  
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is	   always	   available	   to	   His	   willing	   and	   obedient	   children	   to	   shine	   as	   light	   in	   the	  
darkest	  part	  of	  their	  environment.	  
	  
	  
4]	   CONTENDING	   FOR	   THE	   FAITH	   IN	   THE	   PRESENCE	   OF	   UTILITY	   GOSPEL	  

PREACHING,	  MAMMONISM,	  AND	  UNBIBLICAL	  PROSPERITY	  PREACHING:	  
The	   level	  of	  havoc	   the	  church	  and	  Christian	   faith	  has	   suffered	  as	  a	   result	  of	   the	  
activities	  of	  unbiblical	  prosperity	  preachers	  can	  only	  be	  described	  as	  monumental	  
and	   unprecedented.	   Mammonism	   is	   the	   worship	   of	   money	   and	   material	  
possession	  of	  this	  life.	  We	  live	  in	  an	  era	  where	  Christians	  are	  meant	  to	  believe	  and	  
accept	   that	  Godliness	   is	   synonymous	  with	  materialism.	  A	  preacher	  was	   recently	  
heard	  teaching	  a	  mammoth	  crowd	  of	  Youths	  that,	  “God’s	  anointing	  upon	  any	  man	  
without	  commensurate	  money	  to	  show	  for	  it	  is	  annoyance”.	  This	  engendered	  very	  
hilarious	  applause	  from	  the	  youths	  who	  not	  only	  hailed	  the	  heretic,	  but	  trooped	  
in	   great	   numbers	   to	   drop	   according	   to	   them	   the	   seed	   of	   connecting	   to	   such	  
prophetic	   pronouncement.	   The	  word	   of	   God	   enjoins	   us	   in	   1Thessalonians	   5:21,	  
“Test	  all	  things;	  hold	  fast	  what	  is	  good”.	  Paul	  also	  besought	  Timothy	  to	  Preach	  the	  
word!	  Be	   ready	   in	   season	  and	  out	  of	   season.	  Convince,	   rebuke,	   exhort,	  with	   all	  
longsuffering	  and	  teaching.	  The	  reason	  for	  such	  Godly	  admonition	  is	  simple	  –	  for	  
the	   time	  will	   come	  when	   they	  will	   not	  endure	   sound	  doctrine,	  but	  according	   to	  
their	   own	   desires,	   because	   they	   have	   itching	   ears,	   they	   will	   heap	   up	   for	  
themselves	   teachers	   and	   they	   will	   turn	   their	   ears	   away	   from	   the	   truth	   and	   be	  
turned	   aside	   to	   fables.	  He	   further	   charges	  him	  and	  by	   extension	   all	   of	   us	   to	  be	  
watchful	  in	  all	  things,	  and	  to	  do	  the	  work	  of	  an	  evangelist,	  and	  fulfill	  our	  ministry	  
of	   soul	  winning	   and	  preparing	   the	   saints	   for	   the	   second	   coming	  of	   Christ	   Jesus.	  
There	  is	  hardly	  any	  Church	  programme	  that	  ends	  these	  days	  without	  fund	  raising	  
popularly	   called	   seed-‐sowing.	   This	   is	   a	   great	   distraction	   and	  deformation	  of	   the	  
Church.	  God	  sent	  us	  to	  raise	  disciples,	  and	  not	  to	  make	  every	  Church	  member	  a	  
millionaire.	  Because	  of	  this	  monster	  of	  Mammonism,	  and	  utility	  Gospel	  preaching,	  
the	  21st	  Century	  Church	  has	  transformed	  from	  being	  a	  Gospel	  preaching	  Church	  to	  
Award	   giving	   Church	   in	   order	   to	   raise	   huge	   amounts	   of	   money.	   Many	   Church	  
Pastors,	  and	  leaders	  have	  collected	  gifts	  from	  Naaman	  like	  Gehazi	  and	  as	  a	  result	  
have	   contacted	   Leprosy	   without	   knowing	   it.	   We	   can	   stop	   at	   nothing	   now	   in	  
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running	  after	  occultic	  men,	  and	  ungodly	  politicians	  in	  our	  bid	  to	  get	  money	  from	  
them	  thereby	  selling	  out	  the	  integrity	  and	  dignity	  of	  the	  Church	  for	  which	  the	  Lord	  
Jesus	   shade	   His	   blood.	   The	   bottom	   line	   still	   remains	   that	   Godliness	   with	  
contentment	  is	  great	  gain.	  
	  
	  
5]	   CONTENDING	   FOR	   THE	   FAITH	   IN	   A	   GENERATION	   OF	   SUPERLATIVE	  

OCCULTISM	  AND	  SATANISM:	  
Satanism	  is	  a	  group	  of	  ideological	  and	  philosophical	  beliefs	  based	  on	  the	  character	  
of	  Satan.	  Occultism	  on	  the	  other	  hand	  is	  the	  study	  and	  practice	  of	  occult	  activities	  
which	   include	  magic,	   alchemy,	   extra-‐sensory	   perception,	   astrology,	   spiritualism,	  
and	   divination.	   These	   are	   the	   forces	   referred	   to	   when	   the	   Scripture	   says	   in	  
Ephesians	  6:12	  that,	  “For	  we	  do	  not	  wrestle	  against	  flesh	  and	  blood,	  but	  against	  
principalities,	   against	   powers,	   against	   the	   rulers	   of	   the	   darkness	   of	   this	   age,	  
against	  spiritual	  hosts	  of	  wickedness	  in	  the	  heavenly	  places”.	  This	  is	  a	  generation	  
which	   satanic	  powers	  and	  manipulations	  are	  confronting	  and	  brazenly	  attacking	  
the	   Church,	   and	   Christians.	   They	   are	   providing	   shortcuts	   to	   solving	   people’s	  
problems,	  and	  meeting	  their	  needs.	  The	  interest	  and	  allegiance	  of	  Christians	  are	  
being	  captured	  on	  daily	  basis.	  The	  Holy	  Bible	  encourages	  us	  to	  take	  up	  the	  whole	  
armour	  of	  God	  so	  that	  we	  can	  withstand	  the	  devil	  and	  his	  cohorts	  in	  the	  evil	  day.	  
God	  told	  the	  Israelites,	  “when	  you	  come	  into	  the	  land	  which	  the	  LORD	  your	  God	  is	  
giving	  you,	  you	  shall	  not	  learn	  to	  follow	  the	  abominations	  of	  those	  nations.	  There	  
shall	   not	   be	   found	   among	   you	   anyone	  who	  makes	   his	   son	  or	   his	   daughter	   pass	  
through	   fire	   [an	   ancient	   occult	   practice],	   or	   one	   who	   practices	   witchcraft,	   or	   a	  
soothsayer,	  one	  who	  interprets	  omens,	  or	  a	  sorcerer,	  or	  one	  who	  conjures	  spells,	  
or	   a	  medium,	  or	   a	   spiritist,	   or	  one	  who	   calls	  up	   the	  dead.	   For	   all	  who	  do	   these	  
things	  are	  abominations	  [detestable]	  to	  the	  LORD.	  (Deuteronomy	  18:9-‐12).	  Have	  
we	  not	   found	  Church	  members	  who	  are	  proudly	   involved	   in	  all	   these?	  The	  only	  
way	  to	  contend	  for	  the	  Faith	  in	  such	  a	  development	  is	  to	  strictly	  adhere	  to	  what	  
God	  told	  us	  in	  Ephesians	  6:12-‐18.	  Those	  practices	  are	  anti-‐God,	  anti-‐Christian	  and	  
are	  in	  rebellion	  against	  Him.	  Many	  citizens	  of	  ancient	  Ephesus	  practiced	  the	  magic	  
arts.	  Those	  who	  later	  became	  Christians	  realized	  the	  foolish	  error	  of	  their	  former	  
lives	  and	  therefore	  burned	  their	  expensive	  books	  of	  magic	  as	  the	  trash	  they	  were.	  
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(Acts	  19:19).	  The	  present	  day	  Christians	  need	  to	  look	  inwards	  to	  know	  if	  there	  are	  
such	  occultic	   and	   satanic	  books	  and	  articles	   in	   their	  possession	   so	   that	   they	  act	  
accordingly.	   Occultism	   is	   eating	   very	   deep	   into	   the	   fabric	   of	   the	   Church.	   Palm	  
readers,	  Diviners,	  and	  Spiritists	  are	  all	  over	  the	  place	  masquerading	  as	  pastors	  and	  
Men	  of	  God.	  Beware.	  Let	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  guide	  you.	  
	  
6]	   CONTENDING	  FOR	  THE	  FAITH	  IN	  A	  MORALLY	  BANKRUPT	  AND	  DEPRAVED	  

GENERATION:	  
This	   is	   a	   generation	   where	   vices	   are	   celebrated,	   robustly	   rewarded,	   and	  
flambouyantly	  promoted,	  but	  Virtues	  are	  abhorred,	  disdained,	  and	  discouraged.	  
This	   is	   a	   time	   that	   nudity,	   and	   provocative	   dress-‐code	   are	   deemed	   very	  
fashionable	   even	   inside	   the	   Church.	   Sexual	   perversion	   of	   various	   degrees	   and	  
shapes	  have	   taken	  over	  our	   society.	  Tell	  me	  why	  a	   responsible	  government	  will	  
ever	   allow	   such	   embarrassing	   show	   of	   shame	   and	   depravity	   called	   Big	   Brother	  
Africa,	  or	  Big	  Brother	  Nigeria.	  We	  are	  indeed	  in	  the	  very	  heart	  of	  perilous	  times.	  
Any	  advertisement	  in	  television	  or	  billboard	  which	  does	  not	  display	  naked	  or	  half-‐
naked	   girls	   nowadays	   cannot	   capture	   attention	   and	   patronage.	   What	   is	   the	  
economic,	  technological	  or	  educational	  value	  of	  Big	  Brother	  Nigeria	  that	  made	  the	  
sponsors	  to	  reward	  that	  winner	  with	  a	  whooping	  sum	  of	  one	  hundred	  thousand	  
dollars,	   and	   a	   brand	   new	   sports	   utility	   vehicle?	   In	   government	   functions,	   our	  
youths	  are	  made	  to	  dance	  almost	  naked	  before	  our	   leaders,	  and	  they	  are	  highly	  
admired.	   The	   rate	   of	   sexual	   immorality	   in	   primary,	   secondary,	   and	   tertiary	  
institutions	   should	  make	   the	   church	   to	   stand	   on	   her	   toes	   especially	   among	   the	  
youths.	   The	   society	   is	  morally	   sick	   globally.	   Recently,	   there	  was	   a	   penis	   festival	  
celebration	   in	   Japan.	   Different	   sizes	   of	   artificial	   penis	   were	   produced	   and	  
distributed	   nationwide.	   On	   that	   occasion,	   as	   long	   as	   it	   lasted	   girls,	   ladies	   and	  
women	  offered	   free	   sex	  without	   restriction.	   So	  many	  Nigerians	  were	   calling	   for	  
the	  introduction	  of	  the	  festival	  in	  Nigeria	  in	  the	  social	  media.	  
	  
What	  of	  the	  rampant	  cases	  of	  bestiality,	  and	  incest	  that	  are	  pervading	  the	  society	  
now?	  Marriage	   infidelity	  and	  unfaithfulness	  are	  almost	  becoming	  a	  norm	   in	  our	  
generation.	  What	  do	  we	  do	  in	  the	  face	  of	  the	  emergence	  of	  baby	  factories	  where	  
teenage	  girls	  are	  encouraged	  to	  get	  pregnant,	  at	  times	  by	  even	  their	  parents	  for	  
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the	  purpose	  of	   selling	   the	  babies	  when	   they	  are	  born	   in	  order	   to	  make	  money?	  
Little	  wonder	  the	  Holy	  Bible	  says,	  “And	  because	  sin,	  iniquity,	  and	  lawlessness	  will	  
increase,	  the	  love	  of	  many	  Christians	  will	  grow	  cold”	  (Matthew	  24:12).	  The	  state	  
of	   things	   in	   our	   generation	  morally	   is	   aptly	   captured	   in	   Romans	   1:28-‐30,	   “And	  
even	  as	  they	  did	  not	  like	  to	  retain	  God	  in	  their	  knowledge,	  God	  gave	  them	  over	  to	  
debased	   mind,	   to	   do	   those	   things	   which	   are	   not	   fitting;	   being	   filled	   with	   all	  
unrighteousness,	  sexual	  immorality,	  wickedness,	  covetousness,	  maliciousness;	  full	  
of	  envy,	  murder,	  strife,	  deceit,	  evil-‐mindedness,	  they	  are	  whisperers,	  backbiters,	  
haters	  of	  God,	  violent,	  proud,	  boasters,	  inventors	  of	  evil	  things.	  
	  
This	   is	   therefore	   a	   very	   big	   challenge	   to	   the	   Christian,	   and	   church	   who	   are	  
inundated	  by	  these	  occurrences	  on	  daily	  basis.	  It	  is	  now	  time	  for	  the	  Christian	  in	  
order	  to	  contend	  for	  the	  faith	  to	  look	  up	  to	  Jesus,	  who	  is	  the	  author	  and	  finisher	  
of	  our	  Faith.	  
	  
CONCLUSION:	  
The	  die	  is	  cast.	  The	  battle	  line	  has	  been	  drawn.	  The	  contention	  is	  getting	  tougher	  
and	  fiercer.	  God	  is	  keenly	  watching	  us.	   It	   is	  time	  to	  guard	  our	  spiritual	   loins.	  For	  
any	  true	  child	  of	  God	  to	  successfully	  and	  triumphantly	  contend	  for	  the	  faith,	  and	  
maintain	  Bible	  standard	   in	  our	  generation,	  we	  must	  be	  ready	  to	  step	  on	  toes	  of	  
seducers,	  liberal	  preachers,	  compromisers,	  syncretic	  worshippers,	  and	  those	  who	  
want	  us	  to	  please	  men	  rather	  than	  God.	  We	  must	  enter	  through	  the	  narrow	  gate.	  
We	   must	   be	   ready	   to	   be	   despised,	   ridiculed	   and	   hated	   by	   the	   world.	   If	   any	  
Christian,	  irrespective	  of	  position	  and	  status	  will	  effectively	  contend	  for	  the	  Faith	  
in	   this	   generation	   of	   perversion,	   the	   words	   and	   admonition	   of	   Apostle	   Paul	   in	  
1Corinthians	  9:24-‐27	  must	  be	  his/her	  watchword	  and	  daily	  guiding	  principle.	  
	  	  	   	   	  

“Do	  you	  not	  know	  that	  those	  who	  run	  in	  a	  race	  
	   	   	  all	  run,	  but	  one	  receives	  the	  Prize?	  Run	  in	  such	  
	   	   a	  way	  that	  you	  may	  obtain	  it.	  And	  everyone	  who	  	  

compete	  for	  the	  prize	  is	  temperate	  in	  all	  things.	  	  
Now	  they	  do	  it	  to	  obtain	  a	  perishable	  crown,	  but	  
we	  for	  an	  imperishable	  crown.	  Therefore	  I	  run	  thus:	  
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not	  with	  uncertainty.	  Thus	  I	  fight:	  not	  as	  one	  who	  
beats	  the	  air.	  But	  I	  discipline	  my	  body	  and	  bring	  it	  
under	  subjection,	  lest,	  when	  I	  have	  preached	  to	  	  
others,	  I	  myself	  should	  become	  disqualified	  or	  a	  	  
cast	  away”.	  

	  
Let	  us	  rise	  as	  we	  sing	  from	  the	  Hymns	  Ancient	  and	  Modern	  304.	  
	  
	   	   1.	   FIGHT	  the	  good	  fight	  with	  all	  thy	  might!	  
	   	   	   Christ	  is	  thy	  strength,	  and	  Christ	  thy	  right;	  
	   	   	   Lay	  hold	  on	  life,	  and	  it	  shall	  be~	  
	   	   	   Thy	  joy	  and	  crown	  eternally.	  
	  
	   	   2.	   Run	  the	  straight	  race	  through	  God’s	  good	  grace,	  
	   	   	   Lift	  up	  thine	  eyes,	  and	  seek	  his	  face;	  
	   	   	   Life	  with	  its	  way	  before	  us	  lies;	  
	   	   	   Christ	  is	  the	  path,	  and	  Christ	  the	  prize.	  
	  
	   	   3.	   Cast	  care	  aside,	  lean	  on	  thy	  guide;	  
	   	   	   His	  boundless	  mercy	  will	  provide;	  
	   	   	   Trust,	  and	  thy	  trusting	  soul	  shall	  prove	  
	   	   	   Christ	  is	  its	  life,	  and	  Christ	  its	  love.	  
	  
	   	   4.	   Faint	  not	  nor	  fear,	  his	  arms	  are	  near;	  
	   	   	   He	  changeth	  not,	  and	  thou	  are	  dear;	  
	   	   	   Only	  believe,	  and	  thou	  shalt	  see	  
	   	   	   That	  Christ	  is	  all	  in	  all	  to	  thee.	   Amen.	  
	   	   	   	   	  
Thank	  you	  all	  immensely	  for	  being	  very	  patient,	  and	  listening	  attentively.	  
	  
Your	  Friend	  and	  Bishop,	  
+Ephraim	  Amichi	  
	  	  10th	  June,	  2017.	  
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DIOCESAN  ANTHEM  
  
  
   1.   AMICHI  DIOCESE,  PEOPLE  OF  GOD,  
      THE   SHEEP   OF   HIS   FLOCK   LIFT   UP   YOUR  
VOICES,  
      REJOICE,  REJOICE,  REJOICE,  
      FOR  JESUS  CHRIST  IS  OUR  SURE  ANCHOR,  
      WE  SHALL  STAND  FOR  HIM.  
  
   2.   AMICHI  DIOCESE,  
      GOD’S  OWN  DIOCESE,  
      WHOSOEVER  LIVES  AND  LABOURS  
      IN  CHRIST  JESUS,  
      DIVINE  CROWN  IS  WON,  
      ARISE,  MARCH  ON,  MARCH  ON,  
      MARCH  ON,  PEOPLE  OF  GOD  SOULS  
      TO  WIN-  THE  HOLY  SCRIPTURES  UPHOLD,  
      AND  RECEIVE  E-TER-NAL  CROWN.  
  
   3.   AMICHI  DIOCESE,  
      “JESUS  CHRIST  OUR  SURE  ANCHOR!!”  
      IESUS  CHRISTUS  NOSTRA!  
      FUNDAMENTA-FIRMA.  
  
  
  
  
A.   SYNOD  PRAYER:     
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O  great  and  righteous  God,  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom,  and  the  author  of  
everlasting   life,   we   give   you   hearty   thanks   for   the   gift   of   life,   and   the  
Providence  for  the  sustenance  of  life.  We  worship  you  for  sparing  our  lives  
to  witness  the  First  Session  of  the  Fourth  Synod  of  our  Diocese.  We  humbly  
beseech  you  to  be  present  with  the  synod  here  assembled.  
  
Guide  us  by  Your  Holy  Spirit   in  all  our  thoughts  and  deliberations.  Deliver  
us  from  human  errors,  and  frailty  of  mind  and  action.  Direct  us  and  all  our  
doings  in  the  ways  of  righteousness,  peace  and  justice.  Enable  us  by  your  
grace   to   live   lives   devoid   of   stealing,   cheating,   hypocrisy,   and   deceit.   All  
these  we  ask  in  faith  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Amen.  
  
  
B.   APPRECIATION  
Praise   be   to   the   almighty   God   from   whom   all   blessings,   grace,   and  
benevolence   flow.   Because   it   has   pleased  Him  once   again   to   bring   us   to  
another   session   of   our   synod,   we   return   all   glory,   honour,   worship,   and  
adoration  to  Him  both  now  and  always.  Indeed  great  is  your  faithfulness  to  
us  O  Lord.  
  
  
C.   PROTOCOLS/COURTESIES:  
Your   Grace,   The   Most   Revd.   Godwin   I.N.   Okpala,   Archbishop   of  
Ecclesiastical   Province  of   the  Niger,  Other  Archbishops,   and  Bishops  here  
present.    
His  Excellency,  Chief  Dr.  Willie  .M.  Obiano,    
The  Executive  Governor  of  Anambra  State,    
His  Excellency,  Dr.  Nkem  Okeke,  The  Deputy  Governor  of  Anambra  State.  
The  Chancellor  of  our  Diocese,  and  other  Legal  officers  of  the  Diocese.  
The   President   of   Mothers’   Union   Women’s   Guild,   and   Girls’   Guild   of   our  
Diocese,  Dame  Nkem  Ikeakor,  
Venerable  Archdeacons  and  their  wives,  
Other  clergymen  and  their  wives,  
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Diocesan  Officials,  
The  President  of  Diocesan  Council  of  Knights  and    
Other  Gallant  Knights  and  Ladies,  
Bishop’s  Nominees,  
Highly  Revered  Royal  Fathers  here  Present,  
Distinguished  Synod  Delegates,  
Chairmen  of  both  Diocesan  and  Local  Organizing  and  Planning  Committees  
of  the  Synod.  
The  Academia,  
Gentlemen  of  the  Press,  
Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Christ,  
Ladies  and  Gentlemen.  
  
You  are  sincerely  and  heartily  welcome  to   the  First  Session  of   the  Fourth  
Synod  of  our  Diocese  holding  in  this  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Osumenyi.  The  
almighty  and  gracious  God  will  surely  bless  you  abundantly  for  sparing  this  
time   to  honour  God,  and  us  by  being  present  here   today   in   the  Name  of  
Jesus  Christ,  Amen.  
  
  
D.   THE  SYNOD  RESOURCE  PERSONS:  
  
[i]   SYNOD  GUEST/MAIN  SPEAKER:  
The  Synod  Chief  expositor  and  speaker  is  none  other  person  than  a  highly  
revered,  well-acclaimed  and   respected  preacher,  priest,  and  scholar,  Ven.  
Professor  Chinedu  Ositadinma  Nebo,  CON,  NPOM,  FNSE.  He  was  born  on  
June  3,  1952.  He  hails  from  Udi,  in  Enugu  State.  
  

EDUCATIONAL  QUALIFICATIONS:  
i.   B.Sc;;  (Highest  Honours):  Mining  Engineering,  South  Dakota  School  of  

Mines  and  Technology,  U.S.A.,  May  1978.  
ii.   M.Sc,  Metfallurgical  Engineering  :  December,  1979.  
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iii.   Ph.   D.;;  Materials   Engineering   and   Science:   South  Dakota   School   of  
Mines  and  Technology,  U.S.A.  December  1986.  

iv.   Member  COREN.  
  

ACADEMIC  HONOURS  AND  DISTINCTIONS:  
i.   Highest  Honours  Graduate,  1978  [First  Class  Honours]  
ii.   Won  University-wide  prize  for  outstanding  student,  1978.  
iii.   Received  various  Post  Graduate  Fellowship,  1979-1986.  
iv.   Listed   in  Who’s  Who   Among   Students   in   American   Universities   and  

Colleges  1977/1978,  Edition.  
v.   Member,  Pi  Mu  Epsilon-USA  National  Honours  Mathematical  society.  
vi.   Member,  Tau  Beta  Pi-USA  National  Honours  Engineering  society.  
vii.   Won  Federal  Government  of  Nigeria  Scholarship  for  Ph.D  students  in  

the  U.S.A.,  1983  for  Ph.D  students.  
  
PROFESSIONAL  AFFILIATIONS:  
i.   Fellow,  Nigeria  Society  of  Engineers.  
ii.   Fellow,  Material  Society  of  Nigeria.  
iii.   Fellow,  Nigerian  Metallurgical  Society.  
iv.   Member,  American  Society  for  Metals.  
v.   Member,   Society   of   Mining,   Metallurgical,   and   Exploration,   AIME,  
USA.  
  

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE  TO  OTHER  BODIES:  
i.   External   assessment   for   professorial   Chairs   in   at   least   four   Federal  

Universities.  
ii.   External  Examiner,  Ph.D  and  M.Eng  Graduates,  Federal  University  of  

Technology,  Akure,  2002-2005.  
iii.   External   Examiner,   B.Eng   Graduates,   Federal   University   of  

Technology,  Akure,  2001-2003.  
iv.   External   Examiner,   Federal  University   of   Technology,  Owerri      1999-
2001.  
v.   External  Examiner,  Federal  University  of  Agriculture,  Makurdi,  2000.  
vi.   External  Examiner,  Federal  Polytechnic,  Idah,  1994-1997.  
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vii.   Visiting   Professor,   Department   of   Chemical   and   Metallurgical  
Engineering,  University  of  Reno,  U.S.A.,  1995-1996.  

viii.   Visiting   Lecturer,   Department   of   Metallurgical   Engineering,   South  
Dakota  School  of  Mines  and  Technology,  1983.  

ix.   Deputy   Vice   Chancellor,   Enugu   State   University   of   Science   and  
Technology,  2000-2004.  

x.   Professor  of  Metallurgical  and  Material  Engineering,  1996-2004.  
  

He  was  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  University  of  Nigeria,  Nsukka  2004-2009.  He  
was  also  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Federal  University  Oye-Ekiti,  2011-2013.  
Ven.  Prof.  Chinedu  Nebo  served  as  Chairman,  NUC  National  Committee  for  
setting  up  minimum  Standards  for  post  graduate  Engineering  programs  in  
all  Nigerian  Universities  and  Co-Chairman  for  the  Benchmark  and  Minimum  
Academic   standards   for   all   Undergraduate   Engineering   Programs   in  
Universities  between  2004  and  2008.  
  

In  2006,  he  received  a  National  Award  as  Best  Vice  Chancellor  in  Nigeria  by  
the  Senior  Staff  Association  of  Nigerian  Universities.  
In   2007,   received   Award   of   Best   Vice   Chancellor   from   the   National  
Association  of  Nigerian  Students.  
In   2008,   received   the   Award   of   Outstanding   Vice   Chancellor   from   All  
African  Students  Union  based  in  Accra,  Ghana.  
  
In  2014,   the  National  Association  of  Nigerian  Students   (NANS)  Award   for  
Meritorious  Service.  
  

In  2013,  the  50  most  Influential  Figures  in  Power  for  East  and  West  Africa  
by  ESI  Africa.  
In  2014,  the  60  Most  Influential  Figures  in  Power  East  and  West  Africa  by  
ESI  Africa.  
  
NATIONAL    HONOURS:  
i.   CON:  Commander  of   the  Order  of  Niger-Conferred  by   the  President  

of  the  Federation  Republic  of  Nigeria  (2014).  
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ii.   OON:  Officer  of  the  Order  of  the  Niger-conferred  by  the  President  of  
the  Federal  Republic  of  Nigeria,  2009.  

  

iii.   NPOM:   National   Productivity   Order   of   Merit   Award-conferred   by  
the  President  of  the  Federal  Republic  of  Nigeria,  (2012).  

  

He  was  appointed  Federal  Minister  for  Power  in  2013.  We  joyfully  welcome  
Ven.   Prof.   Chinedu   .O.  Nebo   as   our   Synod  Chief   expositor.   You   can   also  
bear  witness   that  we  have  not  made  any  mistake   in  choosing  him  as  our  
main  Synod  speaker.  
  
  
[ii]   THE  BIBLE  STUDY  FACILITATOR:  
For  this  First  Session  of  the  Fourth  Synod  of  our  Diocese,  the  Bible  Study  
Leader   is   the  Rt.  Revd  Prof.  Emmanuel  B,  Ajulo.  Emmanuel  Bayode  Ajulo  
was  born  on  26th  September,  1947  in  Lampese  (Present  Edo  State).  He  had  
his   primary   education   in   CMS   (Church   Missionary   Society)   School   from  
1953   to   1959,   and   his   secondary   education   in   Afemai   Grammar   School,  
Igarra   from  1962   to  1966.  Emmanuel  worked  as  a  clerk   in  Police  Central  
Pay   office   in   Lagos   in   1967   and   also   in   the   State   Command   Police   Pay  
office  in  Benin  City  from  September  1967  to  September  1969.  He  went  for  
further  study  at  the  University  of  Ife,  Ile-Ife  and  obtained  Bachelor  of  Arts  
in  English  (Single  Honours)  in  1973,  and  then  served  as  a  member  of  the  
first   batch   of   National   Youth   Service   Corps   in   1973   to   1974.   He   did   his  
primary   assignment   as   a   teacher   of   English   at   Government   Secondary  
School,  Gummi  in  the  then  North  West  State,  with  headquarters  in  Sokoto.  
He  taught  English  as  Lecturer  II  at  Federal  Government  College,  Jos  (June  
to  August  1974)  on  completion  of  the  NYSC  Service  Year.  
  

He  was   employed   as   a  Graduate  Assistant   in   the  Department   of   English,  
University   of   Ife,   Ile-Ife   and   registered   for   a   Post-graduate  M.A.   (English  
Studies)   in   1974   and   completed   it   in   1977.   He   then  went   for   a  Doctoral  
study   at   the   University   of   Sheffield   (UK)   in   1977   and   obtained   Ph.D  
(English  Language)  in  1980.  He  worked  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lecturer  1  
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there,   and   transferred   his   service   to   University   of   Jos   in   1985.   He   was  
promoted  a  professor  of  English  Language  in  1995  
  

Dr.  Ajulos’s  journey  into  the  Holy  Order  began  in  the  Diocese  of  Jos,  where  
he  was  made   a  Deacon   in   1992   by   the  Rt.   Revd   B.   A.   Kwashi,   and  was  
ordained  Priest  by   the  same  Bishop   in  1993.  Revd  Dr.  Ajulo’s  Theological  
education  was  at   Immanuel  College  of  Theology  and  Christian  Education,  
Ibadan  from  1991  to  1994  and  he  obtained  Diploma  in  Theology.  He  was  
preferred   a   statutory   Canon   in   1996,   and   a   Venerable   Archdeacon   of   St.  
Luke’s   Cathedral,   Jos   in   2007.   Revd   Dr.   Emmanuel   Ajulo   served   in   a  
number   of   parishes   and  occupied   the  post   of  Clerical   Synod  Secretary   of  
the  Diocese  of  Jos  for  over  seven  years.  He  was  elected  and  consecrated  
Bishop  for  the  Missionary  Diocese  of  Okene  in  2008  and  has  served  as  the  
pioneer  Bishop  of  Okene  Diocese  that  was  made  a  full   fledged  Diocese   in  
2011.  
  

Bishop   Ajulo   married   his   heart’s   throb,   Mrs   Apeke   Victoria,   whom   he  
discovered   while   both   were   undergraduate   students   at   University   of   Ife,  
Ile-Ife.  Their  marriage  was  held  at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Omofe,  Ilesa  (Osun  
State)  on  13th  December  1975,  and  the  marriage   is  blessed  with  children,  
and  grand  Children.  It  is  with  gratitude  to  God  that  Bishop  Emmanuel  Ajulo  
retired  from  service  as  Bishop  of  Diocese  of  Okene  on  his  turning  Seventy  
(70),   the   retirement   age   for   Bishops   in   the   Church   of   Nigeria   (Anglican  
Communion).  We  are  very  happy  to  have  you  as  our  Bible  Study  facilitator  
in  this  synod.  
  
  
SYNOD  VENUE  –  ABRIDGED  HISTORY:  
Osumenyi   is   a   descendant   of   one   Chief   Okotu   and   shares   consanguinity  
with   Adazi-enu,   Adazi-ani,   Adazi-nnukwu,   Amichi,   Obeledu   and   Ichida.  
These   children   of   Okotu  were   known   as   “Igwurube  Okotu”   owing   to   the  
great  numbers  of  wives  and  children  he  begot.  Osumenyi  is  in  Nnewi-South  
Local  Government  Area  of  Anambra  State.  It  is  a  part  of  what  is  popularly  
known  as  “Mbanese”  clan,  meaning  cluster  of  five  towns.  Other  towns  that  
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make   up   the   Mbanese   include:   Ezinifite,   Akwaihedi,   Ebenator   and   Utuh.  
Osumenyi  situates  at  the  very  centre  of  the  Mbanese  clan  and  is  bordered  
in   the   north   by   Amichi,   in   the   west   by   Utuh,   in   the   South-West   by  
Ebenator,  in  the  South  by  Ezinifite,  and  the  South-East  by  Akwaihedi.  
  
Geographically,   Osumenyi   posits   on   an   upland   rising   gradually   from   all  
corners   towards  a  centre  point   called   “Omaigwe”  which   is   the   location  of  
mother   Church,   St.   Stephen’s   Church,   Osumenyi   where   this   Synod   is  
holding;;   which   also   spans   through   the   location   of   Master’s   Vessel  
Seminary,  Osumenyi.  Osumenyi  is  mainly  an  agrarian  society  though  most  
of  her  citizens  here  found  solace   in  mercantile  ventures.  Eke  Osumenyi   is  
the  main  market  in  the  town.  It  is  the  biggest  market  in  the  ten  towns  that  
make   up   Nnewi   South   Local   Government   Area.   Osumenyi   is   known   for  
hospitality   and   deep   generosity   especially   to   strangers   and   visitors,   and  
communal  development  mentality  which  informed  the  massive  physical  and  
infrastructural  development  in  the  town.  
  

DARKNESS  BEFORE  THE  LIGHT:  
There   were   many   social   activities   which   the   people   enjoyed   before   the  
coming  of  Christianity   to  Osumenyi,  but   they  were  all  connected  with   the  
worship   of   the   gods   of   the   town   which   include,   Eke,   Uduagu,   Ulasi,  
Nkpukpa,  Ogwugwu  et  cetra.  On  such  social  occasions,   the  paths   leading  
to   the   idols’   premises   which   were   usually   surrounded   by   forests   were  
cleared   and   swept   clean.   Various   domestic   animals   such   as   fowls,   goats,  
and  sometimes  bulls  were  sacrificed  to  the  deities,  and  people  assembled  
at   the  shrine  to  eat,  drink,  and  dance   in  honour  and  worship  of   the  gods  
being   celebrated.   Some   of   these   feasts   lasted   up   to   seven   native  weeks  
(izu  asaa  -28  days).  
  

There   were   other   feasts   which   were   cultural   in   nature   but   were   still  
connected  with  the  gods  and  deities.  These  include:  The  new  Yam  festival,  
Ozo   title-taking   ceremonies;;   Afia   Olu   feast   otherwise   called   ”Ito   Ji”,   and  
‘Asara’  feast  celebrated  once  in  every  twenty  years.  
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Masquerading  was   another   big   social   event.   Every  male  was   expected   to  
be   initiated   into   the   masquerade   cult.   Women   were   not   allowed   to   be  
initiated   but   were   organized   to   sing   and   dance   on   the   occasions.   This  
masquerading  was  not  just  the  dancing  for  fun-making  of  masked  men.  It  
was  far  deeper  than  that.  Even  though  it  was  used  as  the  policing  and  law  
enforcement  agents  of  the  day  which  must  be  respected  and  obeyed,  yet  it  
was  full  of  evils,  and  its  main  powers  were  derived  from  native  and  witch  
doctors,   and   other   satanic   powers.  Masquerades   could   kill   a   person  with  
incantations  and   charms.  They   in  many   instances   cause  and   inflict   bodily  
harms  on  people.  
  

In   addition   to   these   evils,   human   sacrifice   was   sometimes   practiced.  
Another   big   evil   was   that   directed   against   mothers   of   twins   and   their  
babies.  It  was  deemed  a  terrible  abomination  for  a  woman  to  give  birth  to  
more   than   a   child   in   a   pregnancy.   In   some   cases,   such   mothers   were  
immediately   killed   together   with   their   twins.   Later,   the   sentence   was  
reduced  to  going  through  different  forms  of  ordeals  involving  complex  and  
dehumanizing  processes  of  purification.  The  usual  practice  was,  as  soon  as  
a  woman  gives  birth  to  twins,  the  twins  were  either  killed  instantly,  or  they  
would  be  buried  alive  or  put   in  a  pot  or  basket  and  dumped   in  the  bush.  
The  woman  would  immediately  commence  her  purification  popularly  called  
in   the   local   parlance,   “Ikpu  aru”.  This   involved  employing   the   services  of  
“Ndi   nhi”   people   from   Nri   who   alone   could   perform   the   ceremony.   They  
were  a   race  of   idolatrous  priests   known  as   “Akanhis”.  This  period   indeed  
was  a  period  of  mass  belief   in,  and  worship  of   idols,   images,  nature  such  
as  hills,  rivers,  markets,  streams,  forests,  animals,  and  trees.  It  was  also  a  
time  of  belief  in  the  absolute  sacredness  of  python.  It  was  a  time  of  mass  
ignorance,  illiteracy  and  idolatry  of  the  highest  order.  
  

ADVENT  OF  CHRISTIANITY  IN  OSUMENYI:  
A  group  of  African  missionaries   led  by  Rev’d.  Ajayi   Crowther   sent   by   the  
Church  Missionary  Society  (CMS)  arrived  Onitsha  in  1857.  In  1905,  Gideon  
Chidi  Ugha  of  Ogbunike  and  Isaac  Enekebe  of  Obosi  who  caught  the  light  
of  the  Gospel  and  became  evangelists  in  the  company  of  others  landed  in  
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Osumenyi   for   the   purpose   of   spreading   the   good   news   of   Jesus.   The  
evangelists  met  a  titled  man  in  his  Obi,  Chief  Ezike  Mkparu  and  his  family.  
They   did   not   talk   about   the   gospel   at   first.   They   adopted   the   British  
method  of   “Teaching   from  Known   to  Unknown”.   In   the  conversation   that  
ensued,  they  asked  their  host  and  his  family  to  name  as  many  things  they  
know  in  Osumenyi  and  its  environs  as  possible.  
The   Evangelists   came   back   another   time   and   to   their   surprise,   someone  
who  was  not  among  the  first  entourage  read  accurately  all  they  named  in  
the   previous   visit   including   their   genealogy.   Ezike   Mkparu   and   his   sons  
were  excited  and  fascinated.  
  

At  this  point,  Ezike  Mkparu’s  eldest  son,  Umeohizu  and  Ezike  Aniekwe  had  
both   been   initiated   already   into   the   ozo   titles   of   “Ume”   and   “Ezike  
“respectively.  As  a  result,  he  picked  one  of  his  younger  sons,  Obidike  who  
has  not  been  initiated  to  join  the  evangelists  on  the  promising  expedition.  
Obidike   was   escorted   to   Ukpor   where   he   would   start   learning,   A,   B,   D,  
under   the   tutelage   of   Gideon.   Obidike   embraced   Christianity   in   Obosi  
where  Gideon  Ugha  who  was  on  transfer  took  him  to.  He  was  baptized  and  
christened  Micah.  
  

By  1908,  Micah  has  mastered  the  reading  of  “Azu  Ndu”  (Primer  Book),  and  
Igbo  Bible.  The  youths  of  the  town  who  joined  them  to  learn  how  to  read  
built  the  first  hut  under  an  Iroko  tree  at  obi  Ezike  Mkparu’s  residence.  This  
hut  later  became  the  first  worship  centre  for  the  new  converts.  The  Church  
met   its  first  opposition   in  1910  when  unknown  people  who  were  opposed  
to   the   new   religion   clandestinely   burnt   down   the   hut   that   served   as   the  
first  Church  building.  The  worshippers  rebuilt  it,  but  the  arsonists  repeated  
their   act   again   and   again.   Ezike  Mkparu   became   apprehensive   they  may  
burn  down  his   house   too,   thus  he   told   the  Church   to   search   for   another  
site  away   from  his  compound.  Omaigwe  was  a  dreaded  evil   forest  where  
the  corpses  of  people  who  committed  one  abomination  or  the  other  were  
thrown  into.  It  was  also  a  ground  where  the  potent  fetishes  of  great  native  
doctors  were   dumped  when   they   died.  Devilish   sacrifices   also   took   place  
there.   It   was   home   for   dangerous   animals.   The   converts   after   much  
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prayers  and  deliberation  resolved  to  relocate  to  Omaigwe.  So  Omaigwe  the  
centre   of   Osumenyi   town   was   chosen   as   the   Zion   City   of   God,   and   the  
Jerusalem  of  Osumenyi  town.  It  is  therefore  very  correct  to  state  that  the  
Church   in  Osumenyi   started   at   Akabu,   before   finally   settling   at  Omaigwe  
where  we  are  gathered  today.  
  

An   unfortunate   influenza   of   1918   affected   the   Church   in   Osumenyi   very  
badly.  A  lot  of  people  died  of  this  dreadful  disease  in  many  towns,  but  the  
Chief  of  Osumenyi  and  other  unbelievers  alleged  that  it  was  caused  by  the  
Christians  who  introduced  the  eating  of  cassava  in  the  town.  They  opined  
that   the   introduction   and   eating   of   cassava   have   provoked   the   anger   of  
their   gods   Uduagu,   and   Eke.   So   as   a   result,   the   idols   had   smitten   their  
people  with  the  influenza.  In  order  to  abolish  the  Church  and  cassava,  they  
set   the   Church   ablaze   during   the   night   and   uprooted   all   the   cassava  
planted  by   the  Christians.  The   courageous   foundation  Christians   took   the  
chief  and   the  people   to  court  at  Onitsha.  The  Chief  was   found  guilty  and  
fined  six  pounds  but  the  Church  pleaded  for  the  Chief’s  pardon.  The  Church  
was  then  authorized  to  carry  out  their  legitimate  functions  and  planting  of  
cassava  without  any  further  molestation.  These  foundation  Christians  were  
baptized  in  1920  in  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Osumenyi.  Mr.  Micah  Mpkaru  and  
his  wife  Jemimah  were  the  first  couple  to  wed  in  the  Church.  In  1924,  the  
burnt  church  was   rebuilt  under   the  Church   teacher,  Mr.  Edward  Nwasike.  
Mr  Micah  Mkparu  donated  the  first  lectern  for  the  church.  
  

In  1964,  Osumenyi  Parish  was  elevated  to  district  status  under  Revd  Joel  
Chidebelu.   Archbishop   C.J.   Patterson   assisted   by   Rt.   Revd   L.M.   Uzodike  
inaugurated  the  district  on  13th  March,  1995.  In  1972,  a  motion  was  moved  
by  Mr  now  Sir  A.I.  Oguine  (of  blessed  memory)  that  a  new  modern  Church  
building  be  erected  to  replace  the  old  small  stone  church.  The  motion  was  
after  all  said  and  done  adopted.  The  first  fund  raising  for  the  new  church  
building  took  place  in  1974  and  the  total  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  naira  
only   (N17,000)   was   realized   which      was   a   very   huge   amount   of   money  
then.  The  big  donors  in  the  said  fund  raising  were:  
Mr.  Abraham  Oguine   -N2,000.00  
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Mr.  Godson  Oguine   -N1,000.00  
Mr.  Michael  Agazie   -N1,000.00  
Mr.  Nathan  Oguine   -N1,000.00  
Through   subsequent   launchings   this  modern   church   building   hosting   this  
synod  was  built  and  dedicated  on  4th  April,  1983  by  the  Rt.  Rev’d.  Dr.  J.A.  
Onyemelukwe.  By  1996,  when  the  new  Diocese  of  Nnewi  was  created,  St.  
Stephen’s   Parish  was   elevated   to   Archdeaconry   status.   Ven.   O.A.   Oguchi  
was   the   first   Archdeacon.   The   Archdeaconry   is   made   up   of   St.   Peter’s  
Parish,  Akabu,  Osumenyi,  Christ  Church  Parish,  Odikpi  Osumenyi,  All  Saint’s  
Church   Parish,   Obiofia   Osumenyi,   Immanuel   Church   Parish,   Akwaihedi.  
Ven.  I.N.  Ekeyi  was  the  second  archdeacon.  Other  archdeacons  who  have  
served   in   this  Archdeaconry   include:  Ven.  J.O.K.  Obi;;  Ven.  E.C.  Ezumezu;;  
Ven.   E.C.   Nnoli.   In   1997,   Late   Sir   Lawrence   .O.   Agazie   donated   a  water  
bore  hole  to  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Osumenyi.  
  

This   synod   is   being   hosted   by   all   the   parishes   in   Osumenyi   town.   The  
former   Church   building   of   St.   Peter’s   Church,   Akabu   was   built   and  
dedicated  within  three  months  in  1999  with  the  help  of  Sir  L.O.  Agazie.  The  
Ultra  modern  multi  million  naira  parsonage  was  single  handedly  built  and  
donated   to   St.   Stephen’s   Church,   Osumenyi   by   High   Chief   Sir   S.N.  
Ukachukwu   in  2008.   It   is   on   record   that   this  Church,   and  all   churches   in  
Osumenyi  town  hosted  the  First  Session  of  the  First  Synod  of  this  Diocese  
from  11th  –  13th  of  June,  2009  with  the  theme:  “Choose  You  this  day  whom  
you  will  Serve”.  (Joshua  24:15).  
  
As  mentioned   earlier   on,   this   is   an   abridged   history   of   the   Synod   venue  
which  is  very  far  from  being  comprehensive  in  coverage.  
  
  
CHURCH  OF  NIGERIA  NEWS  AND  EVENTS:  
  
I.   GENERAL  SYNOD  AND  STANDING  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS:  
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The   last   General   Synod   of   Church   of   Nigeria   (Anglican   Communion)  was  
held   at   St.   Paul’s   Cathedral,   Diobu,   PortHarcourt,   Rivers   State   from  
September   18   (Monday)   to   September   (23)   Saturday,   2017.   The   theme  
was,  “Thou  Shall  Not  Steal”  (Exodus  20:15).  
  
The  Standing  Committee  Meeting  was  held  at   Ilorin,  Kwara  State.   It  was  
hosted  by   the  Diocese  of  Kwara   at   St.   Barnabas  Cathedral  Church,   Ilorin  
from  Monday  5th  February  to  Friday  9th  February,  2018.  The  Theme  of  the  
Standing   Committee   Meeting   was,   “The   Poverty   of   Riches”,   and   the  
central  Bible  text  was  Revelation  3:14-22.  
  
  
  
ii.   2018  ANNUAL  EPISCOPAL  RETREAT:  
The   2018   edition   of   annual   Anglican   Bishop’s   Retreat   was   held   at   Ibru-
Centre  Agbarha-Otor  Delta  State   from  Monday  8th   to  Friday  12th   January,  
2018.   The   theme   of   this   year’s   retreat   was,   “The   Episcopate   and   the  
Future   of   the   Church   of   Nigeria”.   It   was   indeed   an   opportunity   for  
spiritual  reinvigoration,  and  re-engineering  of  our  episcopate  for  more  lively  
and   result-oriented   Church   leadership   aimed   at   building   a   Church   that   is  
balanced   in   all   ramifications.  We  once   again   appreciate   our   Primate,   The  
Most  Revd  Nicholas  N.D.  Okoh  for  such  a  great  way  of  beginning  the  year  
for  Bishops.  
  
iii.   RETIREMENTS,   ELECTIONS,   AND   CONSECRATION   OF  
BISHOPS:  
Within   the   year   under   review,   some   bishops   retired,   new   bishops   were  
elected  and  consecrated,  while  some  were  translated.  
  

a.   RETIRED  BISHOPS:  
1.   The  Most  Revd  Michael  Akinyemi   -   Bishop   of   Igbomina   Diocese  

and  the  Archbishop  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Province  of  Kwara.  
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2.   The  Most  Revd  Dr.  Christian  Ogochukwu  Efobi  -   Bishop  of  Aguata  
Diocese,   and   the   Archbishop   of   the   Ecclesiastical   Province   of   the  
Niger.  

  

3.   The  Rt.  Revd  Dayo  Oladunjoye   -   Bishop  of  Owo  Diocese.  
  

4.   The  Rt.  Revd  Professor  Emmanuel  B.  Ajulo-   Bishop   of   Okene  
Diocese.  
  
b.   NEWLY  ELECTED  AND  CONSECRATED  BISHOPS:  The  following  
Clergymen  were  elected,  and  consecrated  Bishops:  
1.   The  Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Stephen  Ayodeji  Fagbemi  for  the  Diocese  of  Owo.  
2.   The  Rt.  Revd  Stephen  Oni  for  the  Diocese  of  Ondo.  
3.   The  Rt.  Revd  Victor  Agberam  for  the  Diocese  of  Northen  Izon.  
4.   The  Rt.  Revd  Emmanuel  Adekola  for  the  Diocese  of  Igbomina.  
5.   The  Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Emmanuel  Onsachi  for  the  Diocese  of  Okene.  
6.   The  Rt.  Revd  Emmanuel  Morris  for  the  Diocese  of  Maiduguri.  
7.   The  Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Cornelius  Adagbada  for  the  Diocese  of  Oke-Ogun.  
8.   The  Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Paul  Olarewaju  for  the  Diocese  of  Ijumu.  
  
Furthermore,  at  Benin  during  the  consecration  service  of  the  above  Bishops  
in  March  3,  the  following  were  elected  Bishops:  
1.   The  Venerable  Prosper  Amah  –  Bishop-Elect  for  Diocese  of  Ogbaru.  
2.   The  Venerable  Godwin  Awoke  –  Bishop-Elect  for  Diocese  of  Ngbo.  
3.   The  Venerable  Wisdom  Ihunwo  for  the  Diocese  of  Niger  Delta  North  
4.   The  Very  Revd  S.O.  Akanbi  –  Bishop-Elect  for  Diocese  of  Offa.  
  

These   Bishops   –   Elect   were   consecrated   on   June   3,   2018   at   All   Saints’  
Cathedral,  Onitsha  by  His  Grace,  The  Most  Revd  Dr.  Nicholas  N.D.  Okoh  –
Archbishop,  Metropolitan,  and  Primate  of  All  Nigeria  and  assisted  by  many  
other  bishops.  
  
c.   TRANSLATION  OF  SOME  BISHOPS:  
The  under  mentioned  bishops  were  translated  to  new  dioceses  within  the  
year  we  are  reviewing:  They  include:  
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  1.   The   Rt.   Revd   Dr.   Samuel   C.   Ezeofor   from   Diocese   of   Ogbaru   to  
Diocese  of  Aguata.  

2.   The  Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Humphrey  Olumakiye  from  Diocese  of  Osun  North  
East  to  Diocese  of  Lagos.  

3.   The  Rt.   Revd  Akintude   Popoola   from  Diocese   of  Offa   to  Diocese   of  
Ibadan  South.  

  
D.   PRESENTATION  OF  NEW  ARCHBISHOPS:  
Within   the   year   under   review,   the   under   listed   new   archbishops   were  
elected  and  presented:  
i.   The  Most  Revd  Dr.  O.  Adeyemi  as  Archbishop  of  Kwara  Province.  
ii.   The  Most  Revd  Henry  Ndukuba  as  Archbishop  of  Jos  Province.  
iii.   The   Most   Revd   Prof.   Godwin   I.N.   Okpala   as   Archbishop   of   the  

Province  of  the  Niger.  
iv.   The  Most  Revd  Gabriel  Akinbiyi  as  Archbishop  of  Ondo  Province.  
v.   The  Most  Revd  Tunde  Adeleye  as  Archbishop  of  Niger  Delta  Province.  
  
E.   ELECTION  OF  NEW  DEAN  FOR  CHURCH  OF  NIGERIA:  
A  new  Dean  was  elected  for  Church  of  Nigeria   following  the  expiration  of  
the  tenure  of  the  former  Dean.  The  elected  new  Dean  is  the  Most  Revd  Dr.  
A.B.  Lamido  who  is  the  Archbishop  of  Kaduna  Province,  and  the  Bishop  of  
Wusasa  Diocese.  
  
We   heartily   congratulate   these   revered   Church   fathers   on   their   new  
statuses  and  higher  callings.  We  pray  that  the  almighty  God  who  has  given  
you   the  will   to   undertake   these  weighty   assignments   shall   grant   you  His  
grace   to   discharge   your   duties   faithfully   and   righteously   in   Jesus   Christ  
Name.  Amen.  
  
F.   TRANSITION  TO  THE  CHURCH  TRIUMPHANT:  
Within  the  last  one  year,  Church  of  Nigeria  through  death  lost  some  Church  
Fathers  to  the  Church  Triumphant.  They  are:  
a.   Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Christian  Ebisike  –  Bishop  of  Ngbo  Diocese.  
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b.   Rt.  Revd  Prof.  John  Akao  –  Bishop  of  Sabongida-Ora  Diocese.  
c.   Rt.  Revd  Felix  O.  Akinbuluma-  Bishop  of  Irele  Ese-Odo.  
d.   Rt.  Revd  B.  A.  Vanger  –  Bishop  of  Zakibiam  Diocese.  
e.   Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Jonah  Ilonuba  –  Retired  Bishop  of  Nsukka  Diocese.  
f.   The  Church  also  lost  Mrs  Elizabeth  Nkwoka  –  The  wife  of  the  retired  
   Bishop  of  Niger  West  Diocese.  
May   the   souls   of   the   faithful   departed   through   the  mercy   of   God   rest   in  
Peace.  Amen.  
  
G.   ST.  MATTHIAS  DAY  FUND:  
The   2018   edition   of   St.   Matthias   Day   Fund   collection   took   place   in   all  
Anglican  Churches  in  Nigeria  on  Sunday  25th  February,  2018.  As  usual,  our  
diocese  actively  and  sacrificially  participated   in  the  exercise  to  the  utmost  
best   of   our   financial   ability,   and   all   the   proceeds   had   been   remitted   to  
Church  of  Nigeria  account  as  directed.  We  pray  that  the  almighty  God  will  
continue  to  bless  and  prosper  our  members  who  passionately  participate  in  
this   exercise   to   enhance   the   welfare   and  mission  mandate   of   Church   of  
Nigeria  (Anglican  Communion).  
  
  
  
H.   2017  DIVINE  COMMONWEALTH  CONFERENCE  (DIVCCON):  
The   2017   Divine   Commonwealth   Conference   (DIVCCON)   which   was   the  
seventh   edition   took   place   at   the   National   Christian   Center,   Abuja   from  
Monday  13th  November  to  Friday  17th  November,  2017.  The  Theme  of  that  
conference  was  “We  Have  the  Man  Jesus”.  It  was  as  usual  a  very  soul  
enriching   and   soul   refreshing   conference.   The   2018   edition   of   DIVCCON  
comes   up   from  Monday   12th   to   Friday   16th  November,   2018   at   the   same  
Venue.   We   implore   our   members   especially   the   laity   to   make   this  
conference   a   priority   because   of   the   enormous   benefits   accruing   there  
from.  
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I.   PROVINCE  OF  THE  NIGER  MATTERS/NEWS:  
  
1.   ALL  ANGLICAN  PROVINCIAL  PRAYER  RALLY:  
The  2017  edition  of  this  very  important  provincial  rayer  rally  took  place  at  
Dr.   Alex   Ekwueme   Square,   Awka   on   Saturday   4th   November,   2017.   The  
theme   of   this   edition  was   “Help   from  Above”.   The   preacher   was   Ven.  
Prof.   Chinedu   Nebo.   Bishops,   clergymen,   their   wives,   many   Anglican  
faithful   were   in   attendance   from   all   dioceses   in   our   province.   Different  
relevant  prayer  points   concerning  our  nation,   state,   church,  province  and  
families  were  aptly  handled  by  different  clergymen  in  our  province.  It  was  
very  wonderful  and  awesome.  The  2018  edition  will  take  place  on  Saturday  
3rd  November,  2018.  We  pray  that  we  give  this  program  a  chance  to  thrive  
because   this   is   the   only   spiritual   program   that   brings   us   together   as   a  
family  in  this  Province.  
  
  
J.   NEW  ARCHBISHOP  FOR  OUR  PROVINCE:  
Following   the   retirement   of   our   former   archbishop,   The   Most   Revd   Dr.  
Christian  Ogochukwu  Efobi   in   February,   2018,  His  Grace,   The  Most  Revd  
Prof.   Godwin   I.N.   Okpala   of   Nnewi   Diocese   was   elected   as   the   new  
archbishop  for  the  Province  of  the  Niger.  He  was  presented  on  4th  of  April,  
2018  at  St.  Matthew’s  Cathedral,  Benin,  Edo  State.  He  has  since  taken  up  
the  mantle  of  leadership  of  the  province.  We  gladly  congratulate  him,  and  
Mama  Province,  Mrs  Eugenia  Okpala.  We  pray   that  your   tenure  will  bring  
joy,  unity,  progress  and  true  collegiality  among  dioceses  in  our  province  in  
Jesus  Christ  name,  Amen.  
  
  
  
K.   PROVINCIAL  EPISCOPAL/COUNCIL  MEETINGS:  
Province  of  the  Niger  Episcopal/Council  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Cathedral  
Church   of   St.   John,   Ekwulobia   on   Tuesday   5th,   and   Wednesday   6th  
September,  2017.  The  next  which  was  the  first  to  be  chaired  and  presided  
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over   by   our   new   Archbishop,   The   Most   Revd   Prof.   G.I.N.   Okpala   was  
hosted   by   our   diocese   on   7th   April,   2018   at   St.   Peter’s   Church,   Akabu,  
Osumenyi.   To   me   this   was   very   historical   and   epoch-making.   We   once  
again   congratulate   our   new   archbishop.   Sundry   issues   affecting   our  
province  were  meaningfully  and  exhaustively  discussed.  
  

In  a  similar  vein,  The  Joint  Provincial  Episcopal  and  Council  Meeting  of  all  
the   fifty-five  Dioceses,   East   of   the  Niger  was   held   at   St.   Andrew’s,   DCC,  
Nnewi,  Diocese  of  Nnewi  on  Wednesday  21st  and  Thursday  22nd  February,  
2018.  It  was  well  attended  by  bishops  and  their  wives.  
  
L.   NEW   BISHOPS   OF   AGUATA   DIOCESE,   AND   OGBARU  
DIOCESE:  
To   the  Glory   of   the   almighty  God,   the   former   bishop   of   Aguata  Diocese,  
The  Most  Revd  Dr.  Christian  O.  Efobi  retired  from  active  Church  service  in  
February,  2018.  His  Lordship,  The  Rt.  Revd  Dr.  Samuel  Chukwudi  Ezeofor  
was   elected   and   translated   to   Aguata   Diocese   as   the   new   bishop.   As   a  
result   of   this   translation,   Ogbaru   Diocese   See   became   vacant.   The   Ven.  
Prosper  Amah  was  duly  elected  as  the  new  bishop  of  Ogbaru  Diocese.  He  
was  consecrated  on  Sunday  3rd  June,  2018  at  All  Saints’  Cathedral,  Onitsha.  
Bishop   Samuel   Ezeofor   was   enthroned   on   3rd   April,   2018   at   St.   John’s  
Cathedral,   Ekwulobia.   Our   sincere   prayer   is   for   God   to   grant   them   the  
grace  to  remain  faithful  to  God,  and  their  calling  till  the  second  coming  of  
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Amen.  
  
  
  
M.   DIOCESE   OF   AMICHI   =>   NOTABLE   EVENTS,   NEWS,  

PROGRAMMES  AND  PROJECTS:  
  
1.   CHURCH  WORKERS  AND  WIVES  RETREATS:  
This  retreat  which  came  with  fasting  and  prayer  was  observed  in  October  
3,  2017  at  St.  Philip’s  Church,  Eziama,  Amichi.  The  topic  for  the  day  was,  
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“THE  DEAF  AND  BLIND  PASTOR”.  The  Bible  texts  were  Matthew  15:13-
14,   and   Luke   6:39-42.   According   to   the   bishop   in   his   exposition,   the  
greatest   calamity   which   has   befallen   the   present   day   Church   is   the  
emergence  of  deaf  and  blind  pastors  and  priests  who  can  neither  hear  from  
God,  nor  receive  revelations,  or  visions  from  God.  According  to  him,  God  is  
about  to  get  rid  of  such  pastors.  He  maintained  that  nowadays  pastors  are  
becoming   skilful   pastors   instead   of   being   spiritual   pastors.   He   said   that  
there  are  naturally  blind  pastors,  and  accidentally  blind  pastors.  The  former  
are  those  who  never  met  Jesus  Christ  before   joining  the  Church  ministry,  
while   the   latter   are   those  who   had   genuine   encounter  with   Christ   at   the  
onset   of   their   calling,   but   got   distracted   along   the   line   and   nosedived  
spiritually.  
  

The  next  edition  of  this  programme  took  place  on  24th  November,  2017  at  
St.  Mary’s   Church,   Ezinifite.   The   sermon   and  meditation   for   the   day  was  
taken   from  Matthew  17:14-21.   The  bishop   in   his   exhortation   opined   that  
since   ministry   is   primarily   a   spiritual   matter,   cleverness,   smartness,   and  
academic   intelligence   alone   have   gross   limitations   in   Church   ministry.  
Righteousness   and   robust   prayer   life   of   the   Priest   and  wife   are   the   only  
sure   panacea   to   the   myriads   of   challenges   confronting   us   in   ministry  
especially   in   meeting   the   spiritual,   social,   and   physical   needs   of   our  
members.  
  
  
  
  
2.   JOINT   RETREAT   FOR   STAFF   OF   HOLY   CHILD   CONVENT,  

AMICHI,  AND  MASTER’S  VESSEL  SEMINARY,  OSUMENYI:  
This  retreat  took  place  on  4th  October,  2017  at  Holy  Child  Convent,  Amichi.  
The   opening   devotion   was   conducted   by   Revd   Pascal   Umeoduagu.   He  
spoke   on   the   topic:   “A   Teacher  Without   Credentials”.   He   challenged  
teachers   in  our  Convent,  and  Seminary  that  the  much  they  can  make  out  
from   the   students   is   the  much   they   have   in   themselves.   If   they  want   to  
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produce  Christian  students,  they  themselves  will  become  Christian  teachers  
first.   Likewise,   it   takes   a   disciplined   and   hardworking   teacher   to   produce  
disciplined  and  hardworking  students.  
  

The   Bishop   spoke   on   “Blessings   through   Faithfulness”.   He   reminded   the  
Staff   members   that   every   assignment,   has   a   standard,   expectations   and  
reward.  They  should  always  bear   in  mind  that  one’s  attitude  to  his  or  her  
assignment   attracts   either   blessings   or   curses,   commendation   or  
condemnation.  
  
  
3.   2017  FIRSTBORN’S  NIGHT  PROGRAMME:  
The   2017   edition   of   this   special   programme   took   place   on   Friday   3rd  
November,   2017   at   St.   Andrew’s   Cathedral   Church,   Amichi.   The   theme  
was,  “God’s  own  Heritage”.  As  usual,  there  was  a  very  large  turnout  of  
first  sons,  and  daughters  from  many  states  of  the  federation  who  gathered  
to  seek  God’s  face  through  Prayer.  Preaching  from  Numbers  13:11-13,  the  
bishop  maintained  and  emphasized  that  every  first  born  is  God’s  perpetual  
heritage.  He  went  further  to  outline  the  implications  of  being  a  firstborn  in  
the  hands  of  God.  They  include:  
-   They  are  consecrated  and  sanctified  for  God.  
-   They  carry  God’s  Presence  and  His  recognition  anywhere  they  go.  
-   They  are  God’s  special  divine  project.  
-   They  are  blessed,  settled  and  established.  
-   They  are  sources  of  inconvenience,  and  worry  to  the  devil.  
-   They  cannot  afford  to  live  their  lives  like  every  other  person.  
-   They  are  reference  and  rallying  points  for  their  families.  
-   They   are   divinely   entitled   to   success,   breakthrough,   divine   security  

and    
          excellence.  
-   They  belong  to  God,  and  as  such  have  no  option  than  to  serve  God.  
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There  was  a  session  of  prayers,   intercessions,  and  declarations  for  all   the  
firstborns   in   attendance.   Many   surrendered   their   lives   to   the   Lord   Jesus  
Christ.  
  

  
4.   PRAYER  BREAKFAST  OF  THANKSGIVING:  
The   2017   edition   of   Prayer   Breakfast   of   Thanksgiving   was   held   on  
December  1,  2017  at  The  Cathedral.  The  topic  of  the  sermon  that  day  was,  
“A  man  after  God’s  Heart”.  The  bishop  x-rayed  the  life  of  King  David  as  
a  man  after  God’s  Heart,  and  revealed  the  following  qualities   that  earned  
David  such  a  description  from  God.  
  

a.   King  David  had  a  ready  repentant  heart  always.  
b.   He  was  a  habitual  and  wholehearted  singer  of  God’s  praise  and  glory.  
c.   He  was  an  addictive  costly  sacrificial  giver.  
d.   He  relied  and  depended  entirely  on  God  in  all  circumstances.  
The   occasion   was   an   ample   opportunity   for   individuals,   families   and  
Churches  to  appreciate  God  for  all  His  bountiful  blessings  and  benefits  they  
received  from  God  throughout  the  year.  The  Bishop  and  his  family  led  the  
jubilant  congregants  to  offer  special  Thanksgiving  to  God.  
  
  
5.   TRUMPET  AND  TRIUMPHANT  NIGHT:  
The   2017   version   of   this   Praise   programme   tagged   Trumpet   and  
Triumphant  Night  was  held  at  the  Cathedral  field  on  15th  December,  2017.  
Bro.   Israel  Anyanele  and  his  Agape  Love  Band,  with  other  gospel   singers  
led   the  mammoth   crowd   in   hilarious   singing   of   praises   to   God.  Our   own  
Destiny  Fulfillers  Mass  Choir  was  also  on  hand  to  minister  in  songs.  It  was  
indeed   a   glorious   moment   in   the   presence   of   God   as   the   word   of   God  
preached  drew  men  and  women  to  Christ  in  sober  repentance.  
  
  
6.   WIDOWS  CHRISTMAS  PARTY:  
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The  2017  Diocesan  Widows  Christmas  Party  was  held  on  22nd  December,  
2017  at  the  Cathedral.  Speaking  to  the  widows,  the  bishop  made  them  to  
understand  that  though  widowhood  is  very  painful  and  pathetic,  yet  that  is  
not   the   worst   thing   that   would   happen   to   a   woman.   Using   the   story   of  
Lazarus,  and  the  Richman,  he  passionately  and  concernedly  declared  that  
the  worst  thing  that  can  happen  to  any  person  including  widows  is  for  such  
a   person   to   die   and   face   eternity   without   Christ   Jesus.   The   bishop  
vehemently  persuaded  the  widows  to  make  a  decision  about  their  eternity  
by  sincerely  yielding  their  lives  to  the  Lord  Jesus.  As  a  result  of  the  sermon,  
many  of  the  widows  surrendered  their  lives  to  Christ.  About  eight  hundred  
(800)   widows   were   in   attendance.   After   eating   sumptuous   meal   served  
them  by   the  Bishop’s  wife,   and   the  wives  of   the   clergy,   they  went  home  
with  half  bag  of  rice  each.  To  God  be  all  the  Glory.  
  
  
7.   CHURCH   WORKERS,   AND   WIVES   END   OF   THE   YEAR   GET-

TOGETHER:  
Despite   the   abysmal   and   very   embarrassing   performance   and   attitude   of  
Church   workers,   and   Churches   in   this   diocese   towards   the   payment   of  
assessment,   the   bishop   in   his   resolved   display   of   magnanimity   has  
continued  this  show  of  love  towards  his  clergymen,  and  their  wives  at  the  
end  of  each  year.  This  2017  edition  of  Church  workers  and  wives  end  of  
the  year  Get-together   took  place   in   the  Bishop’s  court  on  24th  December,  
2017.  After  session  of  praises,  prayers,  and  sumptuous  dining  and  wining,  
the   Church   workers   and   their   wives   smiled   home   with   bountiful   gifts   of  
bags  of  rice,   tomatoes  and  four   litres  of  groundnut  oil   for   their  Christmas  
celebration.  
  
  
8.   PROPHETIC  PRAYER  BREAKFAST:  
This   particular   edition   of   the  monthly   Prayer   Breakfast   holds   on   the   first  
day  of  January  every  year.  In  it,  God  reveals  what  His  programmes  are  for  
His  children  in  particular  for  that  year,  and  the  society  at  large.  This  year’s  
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Prophetic   Prayer   Breakfast   took   place   on  Monday   1st   January,   2018.   The  
bishop   as   usual   used   the   occasion   to   deliver   God’s   message   through  
prophecy.  He  also  spoke  on  the  Topic,  “Go  Forward”  and  declared  that,  
that   is   God’s   direction   to   his   children   this   year.   The   full   Prophecy   is  
contained   in   the   CD  which   you   can   pick   from   In   Touch  With   God   stand  
outside.  He  further  assured  the  congregants  that  God  has  said  that  in  the  
midst   of   difficulties   and   challenges   confronting   his   people   this   year   and  
beyond,  they  should  go  forward.  This  is  one  Prayer  Breakfast  that  attracts  
the   largest   number   of   attendees   because   all   who   are   not   privileged   to  
attend   previous   ones   every   month   due   to   distance   of   their   place   of  
residence,  use  the  Christmas  period  to  avail   themselves  of  that  wonderful  
opportunity   of   God’s   visitation.   There   were   episcopal   and   prophetic  
blessings  and  declaration  on  the  people  by  the  bishop.  
  
  
9.   RE-DEDICATION  SERVICE  FOR  KNIGHTS  AND  LADIES:  
The  re-dedication  service  for  Knights  and  Ladies  of  this  diocese  took  place  
on  Sunday  7th  January,  2018  at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Umudim,  Amichi.  This  
year’s  re-dedication  service  witnessed  a  fair  turn  out  of  Knights  and  Ladies  
though  not  good  enough  to  attract  commendation.  The  bishop  presided  at  
the  Eucharistic  service,  and  preached  on  the  topic,  “You  are  the  Light  of  
the  World”.  At  this  juncture,  we  need  to  say  without  mincing  words  that  
the  time  to  take  definite  and  firm  stand  on  Knighthood,  their  activities,  and  
membership   has   come.   The   diocese   does   not   feel   the   impacts   of   the  
Knights   as   a   Council.   The   embarrassing   non-challant   and   uncommitted  
attitudes   of  majority   of   the  Knights   need   to   be   decisively   addressed.  We  
have  decided  to  take  the  bull  by  its  horns  by  having  a  true  and  functional  
Knighthood  membership  nominal   roll,   and   register.  This  has  moved  us   to  
fix  a  compulsory  meeting  with  all  Knights  and  Ladies  from  Amichi  Diocese  
on   Saturday   17th   November,   2018.   The   topic   of   the   meeting   is,  
“KNIGHTHOOD  IN  AMICHI  DIOCESE:  TO  BE  OR  NOT  TO  BE”.  Any  
Knight  or  Lady  that  absents  himself/herself  from  that  meeting  ceases  to  be  
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a   Knight   or   Lady   in   the  Diocese   no  matter   his   or   status.  We   have   really  
come  to  the  moment  of  decision.  
  
  
10.   2018  CHURCH  WORKERS  AND  WIVES  SET  APART:  
This  event  took  place  from  Thursday  18th  to  Saturday  20th  January,  2018  at  
St.  Philip’s  Church,  Eziama,  Amichi.  The  opening  charge  was  anchored  on  
the   topic,   “Purpose   In   Ministry”.   The   Bishop   in   his   exhortation   identified  
three  major  categories  and  classes  of  Priests  thus:  the  purposeful  priests;;  
the  purposeless  priests;;  and  the  distracted  priests.  Other  resource  persons  
who  ministered  in  the  Set  Apart  are:    
(a)      Ven.   Dr.   Emma   Uzuegbunam  who   spoke   for   the   three   days   on   the  
theme:  “Walking  Worthy  of  Your  Calling”.  (Ephesians  4:1-3).    
(b)   Rt.   Revd   Dr.   Chidi   Oparaojiaku-   Bishop,   Diocese   of   Ohaji/Egbema  
Diocese  who  ministered   on   the   topic,   “Expanding   the   Economic/Financial  
Horizon   of   Your   Church/Parish   with   Less   Reliance   on   offering,   Gifts,   and  
Donations”.    
(c)  The  Rt.  Revd  Aloysius  Agbo-Bishop,  Diocese  of  Nsukka  who  spoke  on  
“The  Place  of   Integrity  and  Financial  Probity   in  our  Pastoral  Vocation  and  
Ministry”.    
(d)   Evang.  Nnamdi   Ezeh   treated   the   topic:   “Ministerial   Secrets   of  Making  
Kings   to   Prostrate   and   bring  Great  Gifts   and  Offerings-  Daniel’s  Module”.  
He   divulged   the   Sixteen   secrets   of   Daniel’s   resounding   and   unequalled  
successes  in  Babylon.    
(e)   Sir   Hon   Barr.   Kingsley   Iruba   spoke   to   the   workers   on,   “Effective  
Communication   and   Robust   Relationship   Between   a   Pastor   and   his  
Congregation”.   Among   other   things   he   said,   he   encouraged   Church  
Workers   to   adopt   Jesus’   model   of   effective   Communication   and  
Relationship  in  their  Pastoral  work.      
(f)   Sir   Emma   Okafor   presented   a   Seminar   on,   “Budgeting,   Budget  
Implementation,   and   Record   Keeping   as   Healthy   Administrative  
Prerequisite   in   Running   a   Successful   Organisation”.   With   his   wealth   of  
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experience,   and   expertise,   he   drilled   the  workers   and   their  wives   on   the  
importance  of  Budgeting,  Budget  Monitoring  and  Implementation.  
  
  
11.   2018  COVENANT  SUNDAY:  
This   wonderful   annual   programme   took   place   this   year   on   Sunday   28th  
January,  2018  at  the  Cathedral.  The  theme  for  this  year’s  Covenant  Sunday  
was  “PEACE,  BE  STILL”.  In  his  sermon,  the  bishop  made  the  audience  to  
know   that  being  a  child  of  God  does  not   insulate  one   from   the  problems  
and  challenges  of  life.  According  to  him,  although  it  was  Jesus  himself  who  
initiated  the  move  to  cross  over  to  the  other  side,  and  was  also  in  the  boat,  
that  did  stop  the  storm  from  raging.  The  good  news  is  that  He  calmed  the  
storm   when   it   raised   its   terrifying   head.   He   assured   the   multitude   that  
gathered  for  the  special  service  that  the  Lord  Jesus  is  still  willing  and  able  
to  speak  and  calm  every  storm  threatening  their  lives,  families  businesses,  
and  careers.  He  finally  declared  episcopal  blessings  on  the  people  and  led  
them  to  either  enter  into  a  new  covenant,  or  renew  their  old  covenant  with  
God  for  this  year.  
  
  
12.   VALENTINE  BANQUET  2018:  
The  2018  Valentine  banquet  which  is  a  very  peculiar  programme  designed  
for  young  people  from  age  15  to  age  40,  was  held  at  the  Cathedral  field,  
Amichi   on  Saturday  10th   February,   2018.  Over   one   thousand   six   hundred  
youths   from  all  walks  of   life  were   in  attendance.  The  bishop  handled   the  
topic,  “Disfigured  Destiny”.  He  made  the  enthusiastic  youths  to  know  that  
each   of   them   was   endowed   with   special   destiny   by   God.   He   however  
cautioned   then   that   so  many   youths   have   both   disfigured   and   destroyed  
their   God   given   destinies   as   a   result   of   carelessness.   He   reiterated   that  
destiny  and   its   fulfillment  are   the   two  major   reasons   for  which  anyone   is  
created.   He   went   on   to   teach   them   how   to   fulfill   their   destinies,   which  
include-  
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-   Discover  your  destiny  First  –  Acts  9:5-6  
-   Discover  the  road  map  to  your  destiny  fulfillment.  Jer.  6.16.  
-   Decide  on  diligence,  and  hard  work  Prov.  22:29  
-   Develop,  and  gamble  not  with  focus.  Acts  3:4-5.  
-   Be  sure  you  walk  and  work  with  your  destiny  designer  –  God.  John  
15:5.  

  
The  occasion  also   featured  practical  discussions  that  bordered  on  real   life  
situations   confronting  young  people.  The  Kingdom  Life  Drama   team   from  
Onitsha  presented  very  challenging  and   life   transforming  drama  based  on  
the   theme.   The   programme   as   usual  was  well   packaged   and   there  were  
enough  to  eat  and  drink.  2019  edition  will  be  better  again.  It  will  come  up  
by  the  grace  of  God  Saturday  February  16,  2019.  
  
  
13.   SPECIAL  COUPLES  BANQUET:  
The   2018   edition   of   Special   Couples   Banquet   was   held   at   the   Cathedral  
Field,   Amichi   on   Sunday   February   11,   2018.   The   topic   of   exhortation   on  
that   special,   colourful,   and   blissful   event   was,   “Ingredients   for   Success  
Marriage”.      The   bishop   explained   that   a   successful   marriage   is   not   a  
marriage  where  there  are  no  challenges,  but  a  marriage  where  challenges  
are  handled,  managed  and  resolved  maturely  and   in  a  godly  way  always.  
The  seven  ingredients  that  make  a  marriage  successfully  are:  

°  The  foundation  upon  which  the  marriage  is  built  (Psalm  11:3).  
°  Genuine  unconditional  love  based  on  nothing  (Romans  5:8).  
°  Christian  limitless  forgiveness  –  (Colossians  3:12-13).  
°  Marriage  fidelity  and  trustworthiness.  
°  Transparency  and  openness  in  communication.  
°  There  must  be  strong  mutual  respect.  
°  Playing  together,  and  Praying  together.  

  
As   usual,   there   was   practical   discussion   session,   couples’   intimacy   test,  
couples  dance,  drama  presentation,  and  a  wonderful  session  of  praise  and  
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worship.   The   couples   in   their   elegant   dressing   dined   and   wined  
sumptuously.   The   2019   edition   will   take   place   on   Sunday   17th   February,  
2019.  It  was  indeed  a  time  of  renewal  and  refreshing  for  the  couples.  
  
14.   2018  DIOCESAN  LENTEN  MEDITATION:  
The   Lenten   period   in   Amichi   Diocese   is   a   period   of   sober   reflection,   and  
joint   fellowship   among   members   of   our   diocese.   We   usually   gather  
together   every   Wednesday   in   Lent   to   worship,   pray   together   and  
encourage   one   another.   It   was   well   attended   by   Anglican   faithful   in   our  
diocese.  This  year’s  Lenten  Meditation  took  place  in  the  following  churches,  
and  dates:  
  
a       =21-02-2018=  St.  James  Church,  Azigbo.    
   Topic:”You  are  the  Light  of  the  World”,  by  Revd  James  Mbonu.  
b.   =28-02-2018=  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  Unubi.    

Topic:  “By  their  Fruits,  You  shall  Know  Them”  by  Revd  Chukwunonso  
Okafor.  

  

c.   =07-03-2018=  St.  Bartholomew’s  Church  Amichi.  Topic:   “Love  Your  
Enemies,   and   do   good   to   them   that   hate   you”,   by   Revd   Chuka  
Nwosu.  

  

d.   =14-03-2018=   St.   Mary’s   Church,   Ezinifite.   Topic:   “Be   You   an  
Example  to  the  Believers”  by  Revd  Samuel  Omuka.  

  

e.   =21-03-2018=      Church   of   Divine   Compassion,   Amichi.   Topic:   “The  
Prayer  that  works”.  By  His  Lordship,  The  Rt.  Rev  Ephraim  O.  Ikeakor.  
The   bishop   pronounced   episcopal   blessings   on   God’s   people   who  
gathered  in  the  Church.  It  was  also  a  time  for  special  thanksgiving  by  
churches,   in   appreciation   of   God’s   protection   and   blessings  
throughout  the  period  of  the  Lenten  meditation.  

  
  
15.   2018  NIGHT  OF  EVIDENCE:  
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This  Good  Friday  special  programme  was  held  on  Friday  30th  March,  2018  
at   the  Cathedral   Church   of   St.   Andrew  Field,   Amichi   from  9pm   till   dawn.  
The   bishop   ministered   on   the   theme,   “The   Power   of   His   Resurrection”.  
According  to  the  bishop,  the  resurrection  of  Christ  is  what  gives  Christianity  
superiority   and   rulership   over   all   other   religions   in   the   world.   He  
emphatically  maintained  and  asserted  unequivocally   that   the   same  power  
that   raised  Jesus   from  the  dead   is   still  available   today   to  all  believers   for  
salvation,   deliverance,   miracles   and   changing   people’s   situations   and  
challenges  for  better.  It  was  a  very  glorious  night  as  multitudes  of  people  
gave   their   lives   to  Christ   Jesus.  Sister   Jennifer  Maduike   from  Lagos;;  Bro.  
Ugochukwu   Igwebuike   and,   and   Bro.   Ebere   Ezeani   were   used   of   God   to  
lead  in  praises  and  worship  to  God.  The  bishop  passionately  prayed  for  the  
congregants   on   various   areas   of   needs.   Our   Diocesan   Destiny   fulfillers  
Mass   Choir   actually  moved   the   audience   to   tearful  worship   through   their  
rendition.  Thank  God  it  was  a  huge  success  all  round.  
  
  
16.   WAILING  WOMEN  PRAYER  SUMMIT:  
The  2018  Wailing  Women  Prayer  Summit  came  up   from  Thursday  10th   to  
Sunday   13th   May,   2018   at   St.   Andrew’s   Cathedral,   Amichi.   This   year’s  
programme  was  very  unique  in  so  many  ways  and  areas.  The  topic  of  this  
year   was   “Rebuilding   Your   Family   Gates”.   Our   guest   preacher   was   Ven.  
Azubuike   Ugoha   from   Portharcourt.   Our   own   priests  who   also  ministered  
wonderfully   in   the  programme  are:  Ven.  Chika  Mbeyi;;  Ven.  Chukwuebuka  
Chukwuemeka;;   Ven.   David   Nonyelum;;   Ven.   A.O.   Uchemereole;;   Canon  
Franklin  Chukwudozie,  and  Revd  ThankGod  Agu  .    
God   really   manifested   Himself   in   special   ways   in   this   year’s   programme.  
Women  and  Ladies  from  all  walks  of   life,  and  from  different  states  of   the  
federation   gathered   and   prayed   passionately   and   enthusiastically   on  
various   aspects   of   their   family   gates.   Great   and   awesome   testimonies   of  
God’s   miracles   and   answers   to   prayers   in   2017   edition   were   given   by  
different  women,  and  ladies.  We  return  all  glory  and  adoration  to  God  for  
great  things  He  has  done,  especially  when  many  of  the  participants  willfully  
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surrendered   their   lives   during   the   opening   charge   by   the   bishop.   He  
outlined  fourteen  (14)  gates  over  which  every  woman  should  keep  watch  in  
their  lives  and  families.  
  
  
17.   2017  DIOCESAN  PRAYER  CONVOCATION:  
The  6th  Amichi  Diocesan  Prayer  Convocation  was  held  from  Thursday  24th  –  
Sunday   26th   August,   2017   at   St.   Peter’s   Church,   Akabu,   Osumenyi.   The  
theme  of  the  Convocation  was,  “Divine  Supply”.  (Philippians  4:19).  Indeed  
this  was   a   powerful   prayer   gathering,   and   the  participants   attended  with  
great   expectation,   and   by   the   grace   of   God,   they   went   home   after   the  
programme  with  fulfillment  and  satisfaction.  May  we  at  this  point  direct  all  
the  clergymen,  and  other  Church  workers   to   take   this  prayer  convocation  
very   serious,   and   mobilize   our   members   to   be   in   attendance   in   large  
numbers   during   the   2018   edition.   We   thank   God   for   the   resilience   and  
commitment  of  the  Diocesan  Prayer  Co-ordinator,  The  Revd  Canon  Franklin  
Chukwudozie.  
  
  
18.   ALL  PCC,  ARMS  AND  ORGANISATIONS  EXCO  RETREAT:  
This   Retreat   for   this   year   took   place   on   Saturday   3rd   March,   2018   at  
Immanuel   Church,   Ekwulumili.   The   opening   Devotion   was   conducted   by  
Ven.   Chukwuebuka   Chukwuemeka,   and   his   topic  was.   “Internal   Betrayal-
The  Disaster  of  Fruitful  Leadership”.  He  emphasized   that   the  worst  battle  
that   could   come   to   any  man   is   the   battle   from  within.   He   said   that   the  
worst   and  most   complex   sabotage   to   deal   with   is   sabotage   from  within.  
The  Venerable  re-echoed  that  the  activities  of  traitors  and  betrayers  in  the  
present  day  church  has  forced  the  church  to  shift  attention  from  the  major  
task  of  the  Church,  and  focus  on  carnal,  ephemeral,  and  irrelevant  things.  
He  concluded  by  warning  that  every  traitor,  and,  and  saboteur  in  the  house  
of  God  has  a  divine  sentence  hanging  on  his  or  her  head.  
The   second   talk   titled   “Exemplary   Leadership:   The   Secret   of   Church  
Growth”   was   delivered   by   Bro.   Elochukwu   Nwankwo.   He   opined   that  



497	  
	  

anyone   who   has   never   been   a   good   follower   can   never   make   a   good  
leader.  Using  the  life  and  pattern  of  leadership  of  Ezra  in  Ezra  7:10,  he  said  
that  any  leader  especially  in  the  Church  who  has  not  set  himself/herself  to  
diligently  seek  the  Word  of  God,  to  do  it,  before  teaching  it  will  never  live  
an   exemplary   life   for   those   he/she   is   leading.   He   concluded   his   talk   by  
challenging  all  the  participants  to  resolve  to  lead  God’s  people  by  example.  
  
19.   ANNUAL  RETREAT  FOR  PARENTS,  AND  GUARDIANS  OF  HOLY  
CHILD   CONVENT,   AMICHI,   AND   MASTER’S   VESSEL   SEMINARY  
OSUMENYI  STUDENTS:  
This  is  an  annual  retreat  for  the  concerned  parents  and  guardians  with  the  
bishop.  It  is  a  very  compulsory  one  indeed.  This  special  retreat  was  held  on  
Saturday  17th  March,  2018  at  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  Amichi.  
The  first  talk  which  was  titled,  “Successful  Parenting  in  a  Digital  and  Social  
Media   Driven   Generation”   was   delivered   by   Ven.   Chukwuebuka  
Chukwuemeka.   According   to   him,   successful   parenting   is   said   to   have  
taken  place  when  parents  and  caregivers  are  able  to  produce  young  adults  
who   are   assets   to   God,   and   the   society.   He   said   that   because   of   the  
computer  and  internet  at  the  fingers  tips  of  our  children  in  this  generation,  
the   act   of   parenting   has   become  more   challenging   and   complicated.   He  
maintained  that  for  parents  to  recover  their  children  and  succeed  in  the  job  
of  parenting,  they  need  to  do  the  following  decisively:  

�The  family  school,  and  family  altar  should  be  strengthened.  
�Have  control  on  the  digital  lifestyle  of  our  children.  
�Parents  acquiring  digital  Literacy.  
�Parents’  friendship  with  their  children  breaks  the  barrier  of  secrecy,  and            
      makes  them  to  confide  in  the  parents.  
�Prayer:   This   remains   the   most   efficacious   and   veritable   tool   in  
parenting.  
  

The  Bishop,  Rt.  Revd  E.O.  Ikeakor  spoke  on  the  topic:  “Christian  Parenting:  
The  Mysteries  and  the  Challenges”.  The  bishop  emphasized  that  a  Christian  
is   one  who   has   a   concrete,   sure   and   definite   encounter   with   God  which  
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brought   real   and   practical   transformation   to   his   or   her   life.   According   to  
him,  one  must  first  of  all  be  a  Christian  before  becoming  a  Christian  parent.  
He  defined  parenting   as   the   act   of   coaching,   discipling   and  mentoring  of  
children   through   instructions,   and   exemplary   lifestyles.   Parenting   also  
means   the   transference   and   impartation   of   parents’   lifestyle   to   their  
children.  It  also  means  modeling  in  life  and  principles.  
He  gave  the  four  mysteries  of  Christian  parenting  thus:  
�Parenting  is  a  calling  and  a  fulltime  ministry.  
�Parenting  job  is  timeless  and  has  no  tenure.  
�Parenting  is  a  moral  Procreation.  
�Parenting   is   both   a   biological   and   spiritual   genetic   transfer   and  
impartation.  
  
He  identified  the  following  as  the  challenges  in  Christian  parenting.  
i.   Reactive  parenting  instead  of  proactive  parenting.  
ii.   Exemplary  parenting.  
iii.   Challenge  of  ignorance  of  parenting  techniques.  
iv.   Environmental  pressures  and  value  re-orientation.  
The   retreat   was   concluded   with   very   fervent   prayers   of   intercession   by  
parents  for  their  children  led  by  Ven.  Chika  Mbeyi.  
	  
	  
	  
	  

20.   2017/2018   STATISTICS   OF   CONFIRMATION   AND  
ADMISSIONS    

S/N     

NAME  
OF  
CHURCH

  

DATES  

CONFIRMATIO
N  

GIRLS
’    

GUILD  

WOME
N’S  

GUILD  

MOTH
ERS’  

UNIO
N  

  

AMC
F  MALE   FEMAL

E  
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ES  

1.   St.  
Peter’s  
Church,  
Amichi.  

2/7/20
17  

6   4   2   2   1   -  

2.   St.  
Stephen’
s  
Church,  
Osumen
yi.  

24/9/2
017  

16   8   2   3   4   -  

3.   Cathedra
l   Church  
of   St.  
Andrew’s
,  Amichi.  

5/11/2
017  

7   6   3   4   4   1  

4.   St.  
Philip’s  

Church,  

Amichi.  

12/11/
2017  

14   18   4   6   4   -  

5.   Masters  
Vessel  
Seminary
,  
Osumen
yi  

5/12/2
017  

84   -   -   -   -   -  

6.   Holy  
Child  

13/12/
2017  

   72   44   -   -   -  
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Convent,  
Amichi  

7.   St.  
Stephen’

s  

Church,  
Osumen

yi.  

  

18/2/2

018  

29   18   9   14   9   3  

8.   Ebenezer  
Church,  
Unubi.  

4/3/20
18  

14   10   7   7   1   4  

9.   Immanu
el  
Church,  
Ekwulum
ili  

  

18/3/2
018  

  

9  

  

17  

  

3  

  

6  

  

2  

  

-  

10   St.  
Andrew’s  
Church,  
Unubi.  

  

27/05/
2018  

  

7  

  

9  

  

5  

  

5  

  

4  

  

2  

   TOTAL                                                
=  

   186   162   79   47   29   10  

	  
	  
21.   2017  ADVENT  ORDINATION/COLLATION  SERVICE:  
This   service   took   place   on   Sunday   3rd   December,   2017   at   the   Cathedral  
Church  of  St.  Andrew,  Amichi.  The  following  were  made  Deacons:  
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   a.   Revd  Samson   Ezeagu  
   b.   Revd  Chibuzo     Ezenwa  
   c.   Revd  Collins     Okonkwo  
   d.   Revd  Chinemerem  Umeagudosi.  
  
The  underlisted  Deacons  were  ordained  Priests:  
   a.   Revd  Chinedu  Chukwujekwu  
   b.   Revd  Ncheghariamaka  Iloabueke.  
   c.   Revd  Christian  Obiesie.  
   d.   Revd  Chinenye  Okanume.  
  
In   the   same   Ordination   Church   service   two   canons   were   collated  
archdeacons.  
They  are:   Ven.  Uche  Umeh;;  and  
      Ven.  Samson  Ikedinma.  
  
Ven.   David   Nonyelum   was   the   retreatant,   and   he   preached   in   the  
ordination  and  Collation  Service  on  the  topic,  “God’s  Purpose  in  Calling  Men  
into  the  Ordained  Ministry”.  We  pray  that  these  men  will  find  Grace  to  fulfill  
their  divine  mandates  in  Jesus  Christ  Name.  
  
  
22.   FREE  MEGA  MEDICAL  MISSION:  
The  Diocese  of  Amichi  in  collaboration  with  FaithCare  Inc,  USA  organized  a  
mega   free   medical   mission   at   our   Diocesan   Hospital,   Amichi   from  
Wednesday  26th  July-Monday  7th  August,  2017.  
The   team   of   over   thirty   medical   personnel   from   USA,   and   Nigeria   was  
received  with  a  welcome  dinner  at  the  School  of  Nursing  by  the  bishop,  the  
organizing   committee   members,   and   some   diocesan   officials.   Effective  
treatment  commenced  on  Thursday  27th  July,  2017  and  ended  officially  on  
Saturday   5th   August,   2017.   After   the   ten   days   exercise,   a   total   of   five  
thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty  five  (5,125)  patients  were  attended  to.  
Two  hundred  and  two  (202)  successful  surgeries  were  performed.  To  give  
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it   the  Christian  mission  outlook   that   it   is,   a   total  of   four   thousand,   seven  
hundred  and   fifty   (4,750)  persons  received  spiritual  counseling,  and  eight  
hundred  and   two  (802)  persons  gave   their   lives   to   the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  
The   medical   mission   cost   the   diocese   multiple   millions   of   naira   put  
conservatively   as   nine   million,   seven   hundred   and   thirty-three   thousand,  
seven   hundred   and   fourteen   naira,   fifteen   kobo   (N9,733,714.15).   No  
matter  the  cost,  our  major  joy  is  that  thousands  of  very  poor,  indigent  and  
hopeless  people  were  given  life  and  hope  again.  We  heartily  appreciate  the  
FaithCare  Inc,  USA  for  their  selfless  sacrificial  efforts  in  providing  first  class  
medicare   to   our   people,   and   for  magnanimously   donating   some  drugs   to  
the   hospital   at   the   end   of   the   exercise.   Professor   Nwangwu   who   is   the  
leader   of   the   team,   and   Rev’d.   Venton   Forbes,   who   is   the   Executive  
Director   of   FaithCare   need   special   appreciation.   Rev’d.   Venton   went   an  
extra-mile  to  give  out  some  clothes  and  foot  wears  to  the  less  priviledged.  
A  total  of  Six  hundred  and  forty-four  eye  patients  received  eye  glasses  free  
of   charge.   We   thank   our   own   medical   personnel   led   by   Sir   Dr.   Edwin  
Agbasimelo,   and   Dr.   Osita   Umeononihu   for   being   sacrificially   involved   in  
the   exercise.   May   I   specially   appreciate   Bishop   Samuel   Chukwuka   who  
connected  us  with  FaithCare  Inc.  USA.  The  diocesan  organizing  committee  
led   by   Ven.   P.C.   Chukwuemeka   need   very   wonderful   commendation   for  
their   first   class   commitment,   sacrifice,   and   ingenuity   displayed   leading   to  
the   success  of   the  exercise.  May  God  bless  your   labours  of   love   in   Jesus  
Christ   name.   Amen.   A   special   farewell   dinner   was   organized   for   the  
FaithCare   team   and   our   own   medical   personnel   at   the   Bishopscourt   on  
Saturday  5th  August,  2017.  
  
  
23.   ACCREDITATION   OF   SCHOOL   OF   NURSING,  
AMICHI/UPGRADE:  
To  the  glory  of  the  almighty  God,  the  journey  we  started  a  few  years  ago  
has   come   to   fruition.   In   March,   2017,   the   diocese   received   a   team   of  
visitors  from  the  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Council  of  Nigeria  who  were  on  an  
advisory  visit  to  the  school.  After  inspecting  our  facilities  in  the  School,  they  
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made  detailed   recommendations  on  areas  of   improvement.   In  November,  
2017,  the  same  Council  came  back  on  a  full  accreditation  visit  following  the  
payment  of  the  full  accreditation  fee.  In  December  2017,  the  Nursing  and  
Midwifery   Council   of  Nigeria   in   their   comprehensive   report   not   only   gave  
our  School  of  Nursing  full  accreditation,  but  went  further  to  inform  us  that  
because   of   the   class   and   standard   of   the   human,   material   and  
infrastructural   resources  and   facilities   they  saw,   that   the  school  has  been  
upgraded   from   School   of   Nursing   to   College   of   Nursing   Sciences.   This  
means  that  we  have  now  three  schools  in  the  premises  namely:  School  of  
Nursing;;  School  of  Midwifery;;  and  School  of  Public  Health.  
  
It   further   means   that   instead   of   our   students   graduating   with   OND  
(Nursing),  they  will  graduate  with  HND  (Nursing),  which  is  not  a  mean  feat.  
The   diocese   has   since   paid   the   statutory   establishment   fee   of   over   two  
million   naira         (N2.6m)   to   the   council.   We   are   very   glad   to   report   and  
inform   this   august   gathering   that   full   academic   activities   have   already  
started   in   the  College  of  Nursing  Sciences,  Diocesan  Hospital  Amichi.  The  
PTS   examination   for   the   first   batch   of   our   students   started   on   4th   June,  
2018.  The  Entrance  examination  into  the  college  will  hold  from  23rd  June  to  
29th   June,   2018   which   is   Computer   Based   Test   (CBT).   The   head   of   the  
College  is  a  Provost,  not  a  Principal.  We  want  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  
steering  committee  for  the  establishment  of  the  School,  Matron(Mrs)  Esther  
Maduka,  and  her  committee  members  for  a  job  well  done.  
  
In  our  determined  resolve  to  have  a  first-class  College  of  Nursing  Sciences,  
the  diocese  has  procured  and  installed  a  300  KVA  transformer  connected  to  
33   electric   line   for   the   college,   and   the   hospital   with   full   approval   from  
EEDC.  This  venture  cost  the  diocese  the  sum  of  five  million,  nine  hundred  
thousand   naira   only   (N5.9m).   This   is   to   make   sure   that   there   is   steady  
supply  of  electricity  to  the  school  and  hospital.  On  the  other  hand,  in  order  
to   produce  world   class,   computer   proficient   nurses   that   can  work   in   any  
part  of  the  world  without  retraining  or  refresher  course,  we  have  taken  the  
bull  by  the  horn  by  contracting  a  reputable  internet  company  called  SWIFT  
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TALK  to   install  and  set  up  very  strong  and  robust   internet  services  to  the  
school.   Because   we   are   in   a   digital   age,   we   have   resolved   to   provide  
uninterrupted   internet   services   for  all   our   institutions.  Therefore  after   the  
installation   of   the   facilities   which   is   going   on   now,   the   Broadcast   will  
provide  daily  internet  services  to  the  following  connecting  sites.  
�   College  of  Nursing  Sciences.  
�   Diocesan  Hospital  
�   Holy  Child  Convent,  Amichi.  
�   Master’s  Vessel  Seminary,  Osumenyi.  
�   Sure  Anchor  Microfinance  Bank  Ltd.  
�   Bishopscourt  
�   Diocesan  Secretariat  
�   Sure  Anchor  Media  Ltd.  
�   Cathedral  
  

To   make   sure   that   the   services   are   constant   and   uninterrupted,   we   are  
going   to   be   having   two-way   handshake   link   in   order   to   avoid   downtime.  
The   installation  which   is   in   two  phases   is   going  on  now.  All   things  being  
equal,   in   three   weeks   time,   the   whole   exercise   will   be   completed.   The  
implication   of   this   is   that   our   students   both   in   College   of   Nursing,   Holy  
Child   Convent,   and   Master’s   Vessel   Seminary   through   their   Computer  
terminals  in  School  can  research,  and  have  access  to  books  and  materials  
online.  The  teachers  can  now  get   instructional  materials  on   line,  and  also  
give  assignments  on  line.  All  the  institutions  connected  will  be  stakeholders  
in   the   payment   for   the   services   on   quarterly   basis.   The   initial   cost   of  
installation   is   four  million   two   hundred   thousand   naira   only   (N4.2m).  We  
call  on  all  the  members  of  our  Diocese,  and  our  friends  to  please  come  and  
join  hands  with  us  to  develop  and  strengthen  the  new  Institution  and  make  
it  the  envy  of  the  world.  Because  of  the  upgrade  of  the  School,  we  are  now  
faced  with  great  enormous  infrastructural  Challenges  in  order  to  cope  with  
the   imminent  upsurge  of  students’  population.  The   immediate  and  critical  
needs  of  the  College  of  Nursing  Sciences  are:  
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-   New   two   storey   building   for   lecture   halls   for   the   students   of  
midwifery.  

-   A  two  storey  building  for  hostel  
-   A  storey  building  for  the  Provost,  and  some  senior  staff  members.  
-   A  Chapel  building  for  worship.  
-   More  Desktop  Computers  (50  pieces).  

  
On  15th  of  April,  2018,  the  Bishop  worshipped  with  the  Staff  and  Students  
of  College  of  Nursing  Sciences  for  their  maiden  Dedication  service.  It  was  a  
Eucharistic   service.   The   Bishop   preached   on   the   topic,   “Purpose   and  
Fulfillment”.  He  defined  purpose  as  the  reason  for  anything.  He  said  that  
the  greatest  assault  any  man  can  receive   is   the  assault  on  your  purpose.  
According  to  the  bishop,  purpose  gives  rise  to  vision;;  and  Vision  gives  birth  
to   Mission.   Mission   is   the   vehicle   that   transports   vision   to   its   desired  
destination   which   is   purpose.   At   the   end   of   the   sermon,   the   Bishop  
dedicated   the   pioneer   staff   and   students   of   the   College   to   God.   In   the  
same  Church   service,   the   Bishop   Inaugurated   the   Board   of   Governors   of  
the   College   of   Nursing   Sciences   under   the   chairmanship   of   the   Ven.  
Chukwuebuka  Chukwuemeka.  
  
  
24.   DEDICATIONS  OF  SOME  PROJECTS:  
a.   The  New  Cathedral  Vicarage:  This  was  done  on  11th  November,  2017.  
    

b.   The  Chapel  of  Faith  of  Holy  Child  Convent,  and  the  new  Three  Storey  
Administrative   building   complex   were   dedicated   by   the   Bishop   on  
Sunday  26th  November,  2017.  

  

c.   St.  Mary’s  Church  building,  Ezinifite  was  dedicated  on  December  28th,  
2017.  

  

d.   St.  Andrew’s  Church,  Unubi  was  dedicated  on  30th  December,  2017.  
e.   Immanuel  Church  new  Vicarage  Ekwulumili  which  was   fully  built   by  

Women  August  General  Meeting  of  the  Church  was  dedicated  on  18th  
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March,  2018.  We  appreciate  the  women  for  this  work  they  did.  May  
the  Almighty  God  bless  them  and  their  families  in  Jesus  Christ  Name.  

  

f.   The  Diocesan  Laity  Council  was  Inaugurated  on  28th  October,  2017  at  
the  Cathedral.  We  commend  the  efforts  of  the  Chaplain  Revd  Richard  
Ibeto.  

  
  
25.   MAIDEN  BISHOP’S  FOOTBALL  CUP  COMPETITION:  
The  maiden  edition  of  the  Bishop’s  Football  Cup  competition  was  held  from  
6th-17th  December,  2017.  The  competition  featured  matches  in  both  Junior  
and  Senior  categories  for  males  only.  The  final  matches  were  played  in  the  
Cathedral  field  on  Sunday  17th  December,  2017.  The  exercise  ended  thus:  
Junior  Category:  
1st  Position  –  Amichi  West  Archdeaconry  
2nd  Position  –  Ezinifite  Archdeaconry  
3rd  Position  –  Osumenyi  Archdeaconry  
  

Senior  Category:  
1st  Position  –  Cathedra  Deanry  
2nd  Position  –  Ekwulumili  Archdeaconry  
3rd  Position  –  Azigbo  Archdeaconry  
  

We   thank   and   appreciate   the   following   members   from   our   Diocese   who  
sponsored   the   maiden   edition   of   the   Competition.  
i.   Sir  Engr.  Igweka  Uche  
ii.   Sir  Amobi  Ogum.  
iii.   Sir  Prof.  U.C.  Nzewi  
iv.   Sir  Dr.  Jeff.  Okeke  
We  still  solicit  for  sponsor  for  the  second  edition.      
  
  
26.   CHARITY/WELFARE/MISSION  SUPPORT:  
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Because,  we  as  a  Diocese  believe   in  holistic  Ministry,  we  do  not   take   the  
issue  of  welfare,  and  Mission  support  lightly.  We  spent  not  less  than  eight  
million  naira  (N8m)  for  Mission  support   to  Missionary  Dioceses  within   this  
year   under   review.  Our   scholarship   scheme,   payment   of   hospital   bills   for  
our   indigent   members,   and   other   charitable   deeds   are   sustained  
constantly.  
  
  
27.   DIOCESAN  NEW  BURIAL  POLICY:  
In   furtherance   of   our   resolve   under   the   guidance   of   the   Holy   Spirit   to  
provide   sound   and   enduring   Spiritual   and   Administrative   Leadership   that  
positions   the  Church  as   the  Salt  of   the  earth,  and   the  Light  of   the  world  
(Matthew  5:13-16),  the  Diocese  has  developed  a  new  policy  which  will  be  
guiding   both   burial   and   funeral   activities   of   all   active   and   communicant  
members  and  families  of  the  Diocese  of  Amichi  (Anglican  Communion).  The  
full   details   of   the   new   policy   is   contained   in   Appendix   I   of   this   Bishop’s  
Charge/Presidential  Address.  
  
However,   following   persistent   complaint   from   our   members   since   the  
implementation   of   the   new   policy   in   January   2018   that   two   of   the  
conditions  are  purely  private  matters  and  issue  bordering  on  the  judgment  
and  financial  wherewithal  of  the  families  of  the  deceased,  we  have  resolved  
to  step  down  the  two  conditions  which  have  been  receiving  heavy  knocks  
even   though   it   is   for   the  good  of  our  members.  The   two  are  NUMBERS  
“E”  and  “I”  of  the  New  Burial  Policy.  
The  Principal  reason  which  informed  the  development  of  this  new  policy  is  
to  curtail  the  unwarranted  and  unchristian  excessive  cost  of  burials   in  our  
society  and  among  our  members.  
  
  
28.   10TH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  INAUGURATION  
OF  AMICHI  DIOCESE;;  AND  10TH  EPISCOPACY  ANNIVERSARY  OF  
RT.  REVD  EPHRAIM  .O.  IKEAKOR.  
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By  the  Grace  of  the  Almighty  God,  the  Diocese  which  was  inaugurated  on  
13th   January,   2009  will   be   ten   years   old   by   13th   January,   2019.   The   10th  
Inauguration,   and   10th   Episcopacy   Anniversary   will   be   celebrated   from  
Thursday  10th  to  Sunday  13th  January,  2019.  The  Inauguration  Uniform  has  
been   printed,   and   has   been   on   sale   since   January,   2018.   You   can   buy  
yours   if   you   have   not   at   their   stand   outside.   The   cost   now   is   still   four  
thousand  six  hundred  naira  (N4,600)  only,  but  as  we  have  said  from  July  1,  
it   will   be   selling   at   five   thousand   naira.   Every  member   of   the  Diocese   is  
expected  to  keep  that  date  free.  The  Primate,  The  Most  Revd.  Nicholas  D.  
Okoh   will   be   in   our   Diocese   for   the   occasion.   He   is   also   expected   to  
dedicate   a   number   of   projects,   among   which   is   our   DIOCESAN  
SECRETARIAT.   The   Secretariat   is   a  mega   one  which   has   gulped  multi-
millions   of   naira,   yet   still   far   from   completion.   Every   launching   in   this  
Synod,   both   for   today   and   tomorrow   are   hinged   on   the   New   Secretariat  
building.   Those   who   have   been   there   will   confirm   that   it   is   not   a  minor  
building  complex.  By  the  special  Grace  of  God,  we  have  done  up  to  50%  of  
the  work.  These  are  major  outstanding  works  to  be  done:  
=   Interlocking  and  Landscaping      -N15,000,000  
=   15  Pieces  of  Split  unit  Air  conditioners   -N    6,500,000  
=   Burglary  Protectors  and  Stair  case  Rails  -N    8,300,000  
=   (2)  50KVA  Power  Generator         -N10,000,000  
=   Tiles  &  Workmanship              -N    8,000,000  
=   Electrical  Installations  &  Fittings      -N    2,300,000  
=   Sanitary  wares               -N    3,250,000  
=   Painting  &  Screeding            -N    5,100,000  
=   Chapel  Pews  &  P.A.S.  &  Altar        -N    3,450,000  
=   Office  furniture  for  all  the  building      -N10,000,000  
=   Stone  Pitching  of  Roadside         -N    5,000,000  
=   Computers    (10  pcs)            -N    2,000,000  
=   CCTV  Camera/Power  Converter      -N    4,000,000  
=   Sundry                  -N13,000,000  
  

         Total             =   N96,400,000  
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We  sincerely  request  those  who  can  sponsor  one  or  more  of  these  items  to  
sacrificially  do  so  in  the  name  of  Christ.  
  
  
29.   OUR  JOYS  AND  SORROWS:  
Within   the  Synod  Year  under  review,  many  of  our  members  received  one  
type   of   Favour,  Miracles   or  Mercy   from   the  Almighty  God   from  whom  all  
Mercies  flow.  These  range  from  Weddings,  Fruit  of  the  womb,  Promotion  in  
office,  Deliverances,  Healings,  Building  and  Dedication  of  new  houses,  new  
Cars,  New  Properties,  Graduation  from  School  etc.  On  behalf  of  the  entire  
members  our  Diocese  who  received  these  good  things,  we  give  thanks  and  
Praise    to  the  Almighty  God,  and  Congratulate  all  the  recipients.  
  
On   the   other   hand,   we   lost   some   of   our   beloved   ones,   especially   our  
members,   and   their   relatives   to   date.   Our   registrar,   Lady   Barr.   Amaka  
Udogu  lost  her  mother.  Our  Chancellor  Hon.  Justice  Gloria  .C.  Anulude  also  
lost   the  mother,  Lady  Roseline  Agazie.  She  will  be  buried  on  12th  of  July,  
2018  at  Osumenyi  here.  
Chief  Clifford  Ojukwu     -  a  member  of  the  Synod  
Chief  Cyril  Umechiedo  –  Exco  Member  of  A.M.C.F.  others  are:  
Chief  Dr.  Alex  Ekwueme  
Sir  Mathias  Nzekwe  
Sir  Prof.  G.E.  Ogum  
Chief  Simon  Obichi  
Madam  Jemimah  Nkemneme  
Ven.  E.C.  Ezumezu  
Pa  Sylvester  S.C.  Okafor  (Sunny  Side).  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  list  is  not  
exhaustive.    
We  lost  one  of  our  finest  and  a  very  faithful  Priest,  Ven.  Uchechukwu  Umeh  
to   death.  Until   his   death,   he  was   the   husband   of   our  Diocesan  Assistant  
Legal   Secretary,   Barr.   Mrs   Obianuju   Umeh.   His   burial   has   been   fixed   on  
Thursday  19th  July,  2018  at  his  home  town  Igboukwu.  We  appeal  to  all  our  
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members   to   come   out   en  masse   to   give   this   dogged   soldier   of   Christ,   a  
wonderful  send-forth  to  his  eternal  home.  Let  us  rise  and  observe  a  minute  
silence  in  honour  of  the  Faithful  departed.  
  
  
30.   POLICY   ON   WIDOW   OF   CLERGY   WHO   DIES   IN   ACTIVE  
SERVICE:  
This  is  the  second  time  we  are  losing  our  priest  to  death  in  active  service.  
Even  though  we  are  not  praying  to  have  anymore  of  such  ugly  experience,  
it   has   become   very   pertinent   to   have   something   to   lay   hand   on   as   a  
standard  policy  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  widow  of  the  deceased.  For  
the  time  being,  the  following  are  the  commitment  of  the  Diocese  whenever  
a  clergy  man  serving  in  this  Diocese  dies  in  active  service:  
a.   The   Diocese   will   pay   one   year   accommodation   rent   of   a   flat   of   a  

building  for  her  and  her  children.  
  
b.   The  Diocese  will  be  paying  the  wife,  the  basic  salary  of  her  husband  

at  the  point  of  death  until  his  right  year  for  retirement.  
  
c.   The   Diocese   shall   sponsor   one   of   the   children’s   education   to  

University  level  in  a  State  or  Federal  Government  owned  University  or  
Tertiary   Institution   so   far   as   the   child   and   the  mother   remain   loyal  
and  committed  Anglican   faithfuls.   (This   sponsorship   covers  only   the  
School  Fees  and  Accommodation  Rent).  

d.   The  wife  will  continue  to  participate   in  all  clergy  wives  matters,  and  
will  be  treated  as  such  until  the  retirement  age  of  the  husband.  

  
This  policy  takes  effect  from  today  Saturday  June  9,  2018.  
  
ANAMBRA  STATE:  
We   want   to   use   this   medium   to   congratulate   our   amiable   and   working  
governor  of  Anambra  State,  His  Excellency,  Chief  Willie  Maduaburochukwu  
Obiano,  and  his  Deputy,  Dr.  Nkem  Okeke  on  their   landslide  victory   in  the  
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November   18,   2017   Governorship   election.   It   is   a   victory   well-deserved.  
This   was   what   I   meant   when   Your   Excellency   came   on   board   as   the  
Governor  of  Anambra  State  when  I  said  in  my  Presidential  Address  in  2014,  
“Your   Excellency   while   we   congratulate   you   on   your   victory,   you   should  
know  that  Anambrarians  did  not  vote  for  you.  You  have  four  years  to  prove  
to  us  that  we  did  not  make  mistake  in  bringing  you  on  board.  Your  second  
term  is  only  possible  based  on  your  performance”.  You  have  through  your  
pragmatic  and  visible  achievements  shown  that  you  were  the  right  man  for  
the   saddle.   We   implore   your   Excellency   to   maintain   the   tempo   of   both  
infrastructural  and  superstructural  development  pace  in  this  second  tenure.  
  
Furthermore,  let  me  greatly  thank  His  Excellency  for  fulfilling  your  promise  
to  the  Diocese  during  our  Synod  at  Azigbo  last  year  wherein  you  promised  
to   asphalt   all   the   roads   in   the   School   of   Nursing/Diocesan   Hospital  
premises.  Actually,  we  don’t  know  how  to  express  our  Joy  and  gratitude  to  
you.  The  work  was  done  solidly  and  standard  was  maintained.  Drainages  
were  perfectly  put  in  place  and  the  whole  place  looks  elegant.  Thank  you,  
Your  Excellency.  May  the  Almighty  continue  to  bless  and  keep  you  healthy  
in  Jesus  Christ  Name.  We  like  Oliver  Twist  still  appeals  to  His  Excellency  to  
come  to  our  aid  by  assisting  us  to  meet  the  infrastructural  challenge  as  a  
result  of  the  upgrade  of  our  School.  
  
  
THE  NIGERIA  NATION:  
SECURITY:  
Every  right  reasoning  Nigerian  is  still  wondering  what  exactly  is  going  on  in  
our  dear   country.  The   spate  of   ceaseless  and   senseless  bloodletting,   and  
arrant   wasting   and   destruction   of   human   lives   in   Nigeria   without   any  
conscientious,   pragmatic,   and   convincing   action   by   the   Federal  
Government  is  still  a  gross  and  graphic  source  of  concern  and  worry  to  us.  
The   brazen   resilience   and   audacity   with   which   the   marauding   Fulani  
terrorists  wrongly  and  hypocritically  called  “Herdsmen”  calls  to  questioning  
the   sincerity   of   the   Federal   Government   of   Nigeria   in   her   much  
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orchestrated   fight  against   terrorism,  and   insurgency.  Why   is  Mr  President  
very   reluctant   to   declare   the   Fulani   Life   wasters   (Herdsmen)   a   terrorist  
group?   What   are   the   characteristics   of   a   Terrorist   Group?   It   is   quite  
unfortunate   and   disheartening   that   our   security   agencies   have   not   been  
able   to  put  measures   in  place   to  bring   the  situation  under  control.  There  
are  killings  in  Adamawa,  Nassarawa,  Benue,  Kaduna,  Plateau,  Kogi,  Enugu,  
Edo,  Delta,  unabated.   I   think  what  we  have   in  Nigeria  under   the  present  
Federal  government   is  Security  Disasters,  which   is  more  devastating   than  
natural  disasters.  
  
Your   Excellency,  Mr   President,   is   this   the   change  mantra   you   brandished  
before   Nigerians   during   your   electioneering   campaigns,   which   endeared  
you  to  their  hearts?  When  the  Inspector  General  of  Police  left  the  “Human  
abattoir  Benue  State”  less  than  twenty  four  hours  contrary  to  your  directive  
to  him  to  relocate  to  Benue,  and  you  have  not  done  anything  to  show  your  
disapproval   and   disgustment   to   such   shocking   disregard   to   sanctity   of  
human  life  and  Mr.  President’s  marching  order,  you  have  nearly  convinced  
Nigerians   that  we   are   in   for   trouble   under   your  watch.   Every   day   in   this  
nation,   countless   number   of   women   are   becoming   widows,   children   are  
becoming  orphans,  Businessmen  and  women  cum  farmers  are  turning  into  
hungry,  hopeless,  and  pitiable  destitutes.  The  Security  situation   in  Nigeria  
is   bringing   to   our  minds   and  memories   the   philosophical   question   posed  
some   thirty   years   ago  by  a  music  maestro,   Sunny  Okosun   “which  way   is  
Nigeria   heading   to?”   The   simple   message   we   want   to   send   to      our  
president   is  this  “Even  though  you  may  have  all  the  security  apparatuses,  
Financial   wherewithal,   Political   Power   and   International   connections   to  
torment  Nigerians  and  execute  your  agenda  against  some  sections  of   the  
country,   be   assured   that   the   Almighty  God   is   in   control   of   your   life,   and  
that  of  your  cohorts  and  cabals.  He  works  in  mysterious  ways,  His  wonders  
to  perform”.  
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THE  DAPCHI  GIRLS  ABDUCTION  MOVIE,  AND  THE  ISLAMIZATION  
AGENDA:  
Nigeria  being  a  secular  nation,  our  constitution  unambiguously  provides  for  
freedom  of  worship  of  citizens  without   fear  or   favour   in  every  part  of   the  
nation.  Regrettably  in  some  parts  of  our  country  this  is  far  from  being  the  
practice   now.   Thousands   of   people   in   areas   that   are   predominantly  
Christians   especially   in   Southern   Kaduna,   and   the   North   Central   parts   of  
Nigeria  are  being  massacred,  displaced  and  dislodged  from  their  ancestral  
lands   and   treated   as   second-class   citizens   simply   because   they   are  
Christians.   In   many   of   these   areas,   Christians   are   victims   of   religious  
intolerance  as   they  are  denied   rights   to  own   lands   to  build   churches  and  
worship   their  God   in  Peace.  Where  such   lands  are  mistakenly  given,   they  
are  refused  Certificate  of  Occupancy.  
  
Out  of  all  the  girls  dramatically  kidnapped  at  Dapchi,  Lea  Shaibu  still  stands  
out  as   the  only  one  yet   to  be   released   simply  because   she   is   a  Christian  
and   has   refused   to   deny   and   denounce   her   Christian   Faith.   Even   the  
manner  of  the  purported  kidnap,  and  their  manner  of  “rescue  and  return”  
casts   unarguable   shadow   on   the   reality   and   naturalness   of   the   whole  
exercise.  They  went  out  nearly  naked,  but  came  back  with  well-sewn  hijab  
and   neatly   packed   bags,   the   content   of   which   only   God   knows.   The  
Islamization  agenda  of   the  present  administration   in  Nigeria   is  no  more  a  
secret.  This   is  the  right  time  for  President  Muhammadu  Buhari   to  act  and  
put   to   rest   all   the   insinuations   being   pandered   about   him,   and   his  
Islamization   syllabus.   Recently,   the   Federal   Government   through   the  
ministry  of  Education   is  going  round  secondary  schools   in   the  country   for  
what   they   call   Quality   Assurance   Inspection   exercise.   Surprisingly   in   the  
forms   given   to   school   heads   to   fill,   they   craftily   but   consciously   put   all  
categories   of   Schools   except   Christian   Schools.   The   different   kinds   of  
Islamic   schools   are   included   and   properly   designated,   but   all   Christian  
schools   are   instructed   in   the   form   to   tick   “CONVENTIONAL  AS  THEIR  
TYPE  OF  SCHOOL”.  Christian  schools  have  designations  and  categories,  
why   should   it   be   lumped   together   as   Conventional   if   not   for   easy  
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Islamization   programme.   Currently,   it   is   alleged   that   Mr.   President   has  
submitted   an   Executive   Bill   to   the   National   Assembly   for   the   Federal  
Government  to  take  control  of  all  water  ways  and  their  banks  in  Nigeria.  If  
this  becomes  a   reality,   the  President  without  doubt  as   soon  as   the  bill   is  
passed,  will  handover  permanent  grazing  rights  to  the  Fulani  Herdsmen.  It  
is  no  more  a   secret   that   the  present  administration   is  bent  on   Islamizing  
this  nation.  But  one  thing  is  certain,  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  marching  
on,  and  the  very  Gates  of  Hell  cannot  prevail  against  her.  
  
  
THE  SECOND  TERM  DECLARATION  OF  MR  PRESIDENT:  
According  to  one  Leadership  and  Integrity  axiom,  “Whereas  Integrity  is  the  
spice   and   sure   screw   in   successful   Leadership;;   Absence   of   Integrity   in  
Leadership  and  leaders  is  the  bane  and  break  of  credible  leadership”.  When  
President   Muhammadu   Buhari   in   April   this   year   officially   declared   his  
intention   to   seek   re-election   in   the   forthcoming   presidential   election   in  
2019,  which  was  authenticated  by  the  National  Publicity  Secretary  of  APC,  
Bolaji   Abdullahi   contrary   to   the   President’s   promise   to   Nigerians   in   2011  
that  he  was  running  for  just  one  term  tenure,  it  dawned  on  me  that  African  
nations  are  in  terrible  political  and  development  quagmire,  simply  because  
we  lack  leaders  who  are  deficient  in  integrity.  Mr  Femi  Adesina  who  is  the  
President’s  spokesman  shocked  us  more  when  he  was  speaking  on  Sunrise  
Daily,   a   channels   Television   programme   said   “When   Mr   President   was  
running  1n  2011  he  said  yes  he  will  be  a  president  for  only  one  term,  but  
because   he   did   not  win   in   2011,   but  won   in   2015,   that   his   statement   in  
2011   is  no  more  applicable.”  Which  should  be  more  reasonable?  …  When  
he   was   younger,   or   when   he   was   older?   I   am   still   bereft   of   convincing  
rationale  behind  a  man  that   is  over  eighty  years  of  age  still  angling  to  be  
the   President   of   Nigeria   in   a   computer   digital   age   characterized   by  
supersonic   global   intellectual   advancement   and   complexities.   No   nation  
grows   and   develops   above   the   idealogical,   academic,   and   technological  
enigma  and  robustness  of  her   leader.  The  bitter   truth   is   that  our  beloved  
President   does   not   belong   to   this   generation,   where   current   and  
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competitive   ideas   rule   the   world,   and   drive   the   nations.   I   weep   for   my  
Country  Nigeria.  
  
  
RETIREMENT:  
By   the   special   Grace   of   God,   one   of   our   clergymen,   Revd   Gregory  
Obiejemba   will   retire   from   active   service   on   31st   December,   2018,   while  
Ven.   Godwin   Okafor   will   retire   on   31st   December,   2019.   The  
Superannuation  Fund  office  has  officially  written  us  on  this.  May  God  grant  
His  servants  good  health  and  long  life  at  retirement  in  Jesus  Christ.  Name.    
  
  
THE  SYNOD  THEME:  
In  2015,  during  the  First  Session  of  the  Third  Synod,  we  deliberated  on  the  
theme,  “I  Know  Your  Works  …  Letters  to  the  Churches  in  Smyrna,  
Pergamos,   Sardis,   and   Laodicea”   (Revelation   2   &   3).   During   the  
Second   Session   of   the   Third   Synod   in   2016,   we   treated   as   the   Synod  
theme,  “DARE  TO  BE  A  DANIEL”  (Daniel  1:8;;  6:4-5).  Last  year  being  
the  Third  Session  of  the  Third  Synod,  the  Synod  theme  was  “Contending  
for   the   Faith,   and  Maintaining   Bible   Standard   in   a   Perverse   and  
anti-Christian  Generation”  (Jude  1-4).  By  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  
our  Synod  theme  in  this  First  Session  of  the  Fourth  Synod  holding  here  at  
St.  Stephen’s  Anglican  Church,  Osumenyi  is,  “THOU  SHALT  NOT  STEAL”.  
(Exodus  20:15).  
  
BACKGROUND  OF  THE  THEME:  
Soon  after  encampment  at  Sinai,  Moses  was  called  up  into  the  mountain  to  
meet  with   God.   Alone   he   climbed   the   steep   and   rugged   path,   and   drew  
near  to  the  cloud  that  marked  the  place  of  Jehovah’s  Presence.  Israel  was  
now   to   be   taken   into   a   close   and  peculiar   relationship   to   the  Most  High.  
The  Ten  Commandments  were  more  than  just   ten  good  rules.  They  were  
written   version   of   verbal   covenant   that   had   been   made   by   God   years  
earlier  with  a  man  named  Abraham.  
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The   Ten   Commandments   or   the   Decalogue   was   also   referred   to   as   the  
Tables   of   Testimony   because   they  were   a   testimony   to   the  world   of   the  
Covenant  of  God  made  with  Israel.  Throughout  the  generations,  God  chose  
certain   people  with  whom   to   carry   out   His   Covenant.  Mankind   had   been  
alienated  from  God  because  of  Sin.  When  God  made  a  Covenant,  He  made  
a   promise   to   restore   (redeem)   the   relationship   that   had   been   lost.   The  
Covenant   required   three   ingredients:   (1)   Union   with   God,   (2)   Mutual  
Promises,  and  (3)  Separation  from  sin.  The  Covenant  demanded  a  way  of  
life   that  was  distinct   from   the   fleshly  and  worldly  way  of   life.  Those  who  
entered   into  God’s   Covenant  were   considered  His   chosen   people.   Shortly  
after   their   exodus   from  Egypt,  God  gave   Israel   the  Ten  Commandments.  
They   were   originally,   spoken   by   the   voice   of   God   in   the   hearing   of   the  
nation  of  Israel  at  Mount  Sinai  (Exodus  19-20).  
  

Afterwards,  the  Ten  Commandments  were  written  on  two  tablets  twice  by  
the  finger  of  God  (Exodus  31:18;;  32:15-16;;  34:1,28;;  Deut.  10:4).  The  first  
set  of  tablets  were  shattered  by  Moses  when  he  threw  them  to  the  ground  
in  anger  upon  seeing  Israel  breaking  the  Law  by  sin  of  the  golden  calf.  The  
second  set  of  tablets  was  kept  in  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  (Exodus  25:16;;  
40:20).   Keeping   the   Ten   Commandments  meant  more   than   just   obeying  
the   law.   Keeping   the   Commandments  was   synonymous  with   keeping   the  
Covenant  with  God.  
  

Disobedience  to  the  Law  symbolized  a  breaking  of  the  Covenant  with  God  
which   brought  with   it   severe   consequences.   The   Law  was   not   spoken   at  
this  time  exclusively  for  the  benefits  of  the  Hebrews.  God  honoured  them  
by  making   them   the  guardians  and  keepers  of  His   Law,  but   it  was   to  be  
held  as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  whole  world.  The  precepts  of  the  Decalogue  
are   adapted   to   all  mankind,   and   they  were   given   for   the   instruction   and  
government   of   all.   The   Ten   Commandments,   brief,   Comprehensive,   and  
authoritative,  cover  the  duty  of  man  to  God  and  to  his  fellow  man,  and  all  
are  based  upon  the  great  fundamental  principle  of  love.  
         “Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  
           Thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  
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           Thy  strength,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  
           Neighbor  as  thyself”.  (Luke  10:27;;  Deut.  6:4-5;;  
           Leviticus  19:18).  
  
Our  Synod  theme  is  captured  as  the  eight  commandment  thus,  “Thou  shalt  
not  Steal”  (Exodus  20:15).  Both  Public  and  private  sins  are  included  in  this  
Divine   prohibition.   The   eight   commandment   condemns  man   stealing   and  
slave  dealing,  and  forbids  wars  of  conquest.  It  condemns  theft  and  robbery  
of   all   shades   and   categories.   It   demands   strict   integrity   in   the   minutest  
details  of   the  affairs  of   life.   It   forbids  overreaching   in   trade,  and  requires  
the   payment   of   just   debts,   salaries,   and   wages.   It   declares   that   every  
attempt  to  advantage  oneself  by  the  ignorance,  weakness,  or  misfortune  of  
another  is  registered  as  fraud  and  stealing  by  God  in  Heaven.  
  
STEALING:  Definition,  and  Scope:  
  
Stealing  means:-  
=   To   take  another   person’s   property  without   permission  or   legal   right  

and  without  intending  to  return  it.  
=   To  appropriate  ideas,  credit,  words,  intellectual  property  without  right  

or  acknowledgement.  
=   To  take,  get  or  win  insidiously,  surreptitiously,  subtly,  or  by  chance.  
=   To  move,  bring,  convey  or  put  secretly  or  quietly;;  smuggle  from,  into  

or  away.  
=   To  seize,  gain  or  win  by  trickery,  skill,  or  daring.  
=   To  withhold  what  rightfully  belongs  to  another  without  his/her  willful  

consent.  
  

By   the   above   definitions,   stealing   covers   every   aspect   of   human   life,  
actions,  reactions,  and  inactions.  
  
SCOPE,  APPLICATIONS;;  AND  CONSEQUENCES:  
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Stealing   is   a   subject   well   worth   our   attention   for   several   reasons.   First,  
stealing   has   become   a   national   and   international   problem   of   epidemic  
proportion.  Second,  our  culture  sends  us  mixed  signals  as   to  how  serious  
the  problem  of  stealing  is.  Third,  stealing  is  much  more  complex  problem  in  
our  society   than   it  was   in   the  days  of  ancient  Israel.  Fourth,  stealing   is  a  
serious   sin   because   it   is   included   in   the   Ten   Commandments,   which   is  
identified  as  Ultimate  Evils  of  Israel’s  days,  and  of  our  own  as  well.  Finally,  
stealing  is  often  viewed  as  an  evil  for  the  wrong  reasons.  
  
Broadly  speaking,  stealing  falls  into  two  categories:-    
ACTIVE   STEALING,   AND   PASSIVE   STEALING.   Active   stealing  
aggressively,   willfully,   maliciously   takes   what   belongs   to   someone   else  
through  a  variety  of  means.  In  Leviticus  chapter  6,  we  find  several  forms  of  
active  theft  identified:  
      Then  the  LORD  spoke  to  Moses,  saying,  “When  a  person  
      sins  and  commits  a  trespass  against  the  LORD  by  lying  to  

his  neighbor  about  what  was  delivered  to  him  for    
safekeeping,  or  about  a  pledge,  or  about  a  robbery,  or  if    
he  has  extorted  from  his  neighbor,  or  if  he  has  found    
what  was  lost  and  lies  concerning  it,  and  swears  falsely;;  
  in  any  one  of  these  things  that  a  man  may  do  in  which    
he  sins:  then  it  shall  be,  because  he  has  sinned  and  is    
guilty,  that  he  shall  restore  what  he  has  stolen,  or  the    
thing  which  he  has  exhorted,  or  what  was  delivered  to  
him  for  safekeeping  or  the  lost  thing  which  he  found,  or    
all  that  about  which  he  has  sworn  falsely.  He  shall  restore  
its  full  value,  add  one-fifth  more  to  it,  and  give  it  to    
whomever  it  belongs  on  the  day  of  his  trespass  offering.    
And  he  shall  bring  his  trespass  offering  to  the  LORD,    
a  ram  without  blemish  from  the  flock,  with  your  valuation,    
as  a  trespass  offering  to  the  Priest.  So  the  Priest  shall    
make  atonement  for  him  before  the  LORD,  and  he  shall  
be  forgiven  for  any  one  of  these  things  that  he  may  have  
  done  in  which  he  trespasses”.  
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            (Leviticus  6:1-7).  
  
Active  Stealing  involves:  
a   EMBEZZLEMENT:  
Embezzlement   is   the   misuse   or   misappropriation   of   something   that   has  
been  entrusted   to  us   (Lev.  6:2).  Embezzlement   is  a  violation  of   trust,   for  
what   has   been   placed   in   a   person’s   keeping   has   been   appropriated   for  
selfish  purposes.  This  type  of  stealing  is  very  rampant  both  in  the  Society,  
Church,  Government,  Public  and  Civil  Service,  and  even  in  the  family.  It  is  
also   frequently   an   offense   of   bank   employees,   chief   executives   of  
companies,   head   of   Government   Agencies,   Ministries   and   Departments.  
Politicians  of  all  categories  seem  to  be  the  chief  in  this  category  of  stealing.  
  
b.   ROBBERY:   Robbery   is   the   act   of   taking   what   belongs   to  
another  boldly.  (Leviticus  6:2).  Robbers  generally  take  things  directly,  often  
by   the   use   of   superior   force,   frequently   involving   a   weapon.   Stealing  
suggests   stealth.   A   pick   pocket   for   example,   uses   stealth,   as   does   a  
burglar.   Fraud   is   also   included   here.   This   is   so   because   Fraud   involves  
getting  what  belongs  to  another  by  deception.  Here  the  victim  gives  what  
is   stolen   to   the   thief,   thinking   that  doing  so  will  be  useful  and  profitable.  
But  the  only  one  who  profits  here  is  the  thief.  
  
c.   EXTORTION:   Extortionists   gain   possession   of   another   person’s  
property   by   the   illicit   use   of   authority,   position   or   force.   Here,   many  
employers   of   labour,   lecturers   in   tertiary   institutions,   caregivers   and  
guardians  of   young  girls  are  visibly   involved.  Charging  an  excessive  price  
over   goods   and   services   rendered   are   included   there.   The   Police,   Army,  
Navy,  Air  Force  Officers,  Federal  Road  Safety  Corps,  and  even  Civil  Defense  
are  hugely  involved  in  this  type  of  stealing.  It  was  this  type  of  stealing  that  
John   the   Baptist   was   addressing   when   he   spoke   to   the   people   in   Luke  
3:12-14  thus:  
      Then  tax  Collectors  also  came  to  be  baptized,  and  said    
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to   him,   “Teacher,   what   shall   we   do?”   So   he   said   to  
them,  “Collect  no  more  than  what  is  appointed  for  you”.  
Likewise,   the   soldiers’   asked   him   saying,   “And   what  
shall   we   do?”   So   he   said   to   them,   “Do   not   intimidate  
anyone   or   accuse   anyone   falsely,   and   be   content  with  
your  wages”.  

  
d.   MARRIAGE  INFIDELITY:  
This   is  another  brand  of  stealing  that   is  ravaging  families,  homes  and  the  
society   today.   In  Christian  marriage,  husband  and  wife   take   solemn  oath  
and  vow  to  remain  faithful  to  each  other,  and  maintain  sexual  chastity.  Any  
act  of  adultery  under  any  guise  is  active  stealing.  This  is  why  the  Holy  Bible  
instructs  in  Hebrews  13:4,  “Marriage  is  honourable  among  all,  and  the  bed  
undefiled;;  but  fornicators  and  adulterers  God  will  judge’.  In  fact,  any  sexual  
relationship   with   anyone   who   is   not   your   legally   wedded   spouse   is   a  
serious  act  of  stealing.  This  is  why  the  Bible  recommends  that  if  a  man  has  
sexual  intercourse  with  a  young  woman  betrothed  to  another  man,  both  of  
them  should  be  stoned  to  death  in  the  open  square.  (Exodus  22:22-30).  
  
e.   KIDNAPPING:  In  the  ancient  Near  East,  Kidnapping  was  considered  
and  categorized  as  a  form  of  theft.  The  Holy  Bible  explains  in  Deuteronomy  
24:7,  “If  a  man  is  found  kidnapping  any  of  his  brethren  of  the  children  of  
Israel,   and  mistreats  him  or   sells  him,   then   that   kidnapper   shall   die;;  and  
you  shall  put  away  the  evil  from  among  you”.  In  the  original  Hebrew  text,  
the   word   kidnapping   is   used   as   a   synonym   of   stealing.   Every   form   of  
kidnapping  is  theft  or  stealing  and  the  punishment  is  death.    
  
f.   TIME-THEFT:   Time-theft   is  defined  as   those  deliberate  employee  
actions   which   result   in   the  massive,   growing  misuse   and   waste   of   time.  
Included  types  of  time-theft  are:  arriving  to  work  late;;   leaving  work  place  
early,  taking  unjustified  sick  leave,  extensive  and  excessive  socializing  with  
co-workers  during  official  hours,   inattention   to   the   job  you  have  at  hand;;  
signing  time  book  falsely,  using  official  hours  to  engage  in  private  practice,  
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Reading  novels  and  magazines  on  the  job,  operating  a  business  on  the  side  
during   working   hours,   eating   lunch   at   the   desk   and   then   going   out   for  
Lunch   hour;;   using   official   hours   to   engage   in   personal   phone  
conversations,  on-the-job  day  dreaming,  and  Ghost  worker  syndrome.  This  
stealing  style  poses  great  challenges  to  Nigerian  Christians  who  are  victims  
of  them.  The  challenge  before  all  of  us   is  to  always  remember  that,  “You  
are  the  Light  of  the  world.  A  city  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hidden.  Therefore  let  
your   light   so   shine   before   men   that   they   will   see   your   good   works   and  
glorify  your  father  who  is  in  Heaven”.  (Matthew  5:14-16).  
  
g.   RELIGIOUS  ROBBERY:   This  is  one  of  the  most  serious  forms  of  
stealing.   Religious   Robbery   is   very   serious,   because   in   it,   we   are   either  
robbing   God;;   Robbing   in   the   name   of   God,   or   Robbing   in   a   way   that  
suggests   God   is   our   partner   in   the   crime.   We   rob   God   whenever   we  
withhold  from  Him  what  is  due  Him,  or  what  belongs  to  Him.  We  rob  God  
when  we  withhold  our  offerings,  and  Tithes  from  Him.  Whenever  we  treat  
ourselves   better   than  we   treat  God’s   servants,   and  God’s  work,  we   have  
stolen   from   God.   Thus,   Haggai   the   Old   Testament   prophet   accused   the  
Israelites   of   robbing   God   when   they   lived   in   paneled   houses,   while   the  
house  of  God  was   in  shambles  and   incomplete.  (Haggai  1:2-4).  When  we  
find   our   own   houses   in   better   condition   and   better   maintained   and  
furnished  than  the  Church  building,  we  are  in  danger  of  robbing  God.  The  
most  frequent  and  flagrant  ways  in  which  men  rob  God  is  when  we  fail  to  
give   God   the   Praise   which   He   deserves.   There   is   also   another   form   of  
religious   robbery   called   “sanctified   stealing”.   Sanctified   Stealing   is   that  
which   is   done   in   the  name  of  God,  or   in   the  name  of   religion,   or  by   the  
misuse   of   religious   position   or   power.   The   scribes   and   Pharisees   were  
sanctified   stealers.   (Matthew  23).  Some  ministers  and  church   leaders   rob  
God  and  His  people  by  mismanagement  and  specifically  by  excessively  high  
operating   and   administrative   costs.   The   worst   Religious   Robbery   is   that  
which   is  done  by  false  prophets  and  pastors  of  every  age.  They  generally  
live   well,   generously   provided   for   by   the   gullible,   who   are   ensnared   and  
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captivated   by   the   smooth   and   sweet   words,   and   who   fall   prey   to   their  
sophisticated  fund-raising  schemes  and  antics.  
  
In  addition  to  these  active  forms  of  stealing,  there  are  a  variety  of  passive  
forms  of  stealing.  While  Active  thefts  previously  described  as  wrongly  took  
something   from   the   possession   of   another,   Passive   theft   is   the   failure   to  
give   to   another   what   belongs   to   them   or   is   due   to   them.   The   following  
forms  of  passive  stealing  are  forbidden  in  the  Holy  Bible:  
1.   A  man’s   negligence  which   results   in   a   loss   to   his   neighbor   (Exodus  
22:5).  
2.   A   man’s   failure   to   return   something   lost   to   its   owner   is   stealing.  

(Leviticus  6:3)  
3.   Failure  to  give  what  belongs  to  another  is  stealing.  (Leviticus  19:13;;  

Deut.  24:14-15).  A  day  labour  is  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  day.  For  
an  employer  to  keep  a  labourer’s  wage,  which  at  the  end  of  his  work  
day   rightfully   belongs   to   the   worker.   (Deut.   18:1-8;;   26:9-13).  
Withholding  the  charity  which  was  to  be  shown  to  the  poor,  the  alien,  
and  the  stranger  was  also  stealing.  

  
  
APPRECIATION  AND  CONCLUSION:  
Before  we   conclude   this   Presidential   Address,   let  me   sincerely   appreciate  
all   the  good  people  of  Osumenyi  Anglican  Communion  for   their  sacrifices,  
doggedness  and  Resilience  to  make  this  Synod  a  resounding  success.  May  
the  Almighty  God  continually  and  ceaselessly  bless  and  replenish  all  of  you  
abundantly   in   Jesus   Christ   Name.   Let   me   also   thank   my   wife   for   her  
prayers,   encouragements,   and   support   in   creating   a   very   wonderful  
conducive   atmosphere   at   home   for   me   to   work   from.   My   Secretary,   my  
Chaplains,  and  drivers  deserve  our  wonderful  commendation.  The  Clerical  
Synod  Secretary  had  worked  round  the  clock  to  make  sure  that  everything  
is  in  proper  place  for  this  Synod.  God  bless  you  all  in  the  mighty  Name  of  
Jesus  Christ.  
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Stealing   is   a   sin   against   God,   and   humanity.   Stealing   is   a   vice   which   is  
contrary   to   God’s   nature,   character,   and   laws.   Stealing   is   a   very   deadly  
virus  aggressively  devouring  the  whole   fabrics  of  human   life,  and  society.  
Stealing  alienates  us  from  God,  His  Grace,  Favour,  and  Covenant.  Stealing  
is   a   very   terrible   sickness,   disease   and   infirmity.   But   as   hopeless   as   the  
situation   looks,  God   in  His  benevolence  has  given  us  permanent  salvation  
from   stealing,   and   it’s   devastating   consequences.   In   Ephesians   4:25&28,  
we  read,  “Therefore,  putting  away  lying,  Let  each  one  of  you  speak  truth  
with  his  neighbour,  for  we  are  members  of  one  another.  Let  him  who  stole  
steal  no  longer,  but  rather   let  him  labour,  working  with  his  hands  what   is  
good,  that  he  may  have  something  to  give  him  who  has  need”.  Let  us  all  
resolve  like  Zacchaeus  at  his  conversion  to  stop  stealing  and  restitute  what  
we  have  stolen  as  we  read  in  Luke  19:2-10;;    
      “Now  behold,   there  was  a  man  named  Zaccheaus  who  
was    
      a  chief  tax  collector  and  he  was  rich.  And  he  sought  to  
see  
      who  Jesus  was,  but  could  not  because  of  the  crowd,  for    

  he  was  of   short   stature.  And  when   Jesus   came   to   the  
place,   He   looked   up   and   saw   him,   and   said   to   him,  
“Zacchaeus,   make   haste   and   come   down,   for   today   I  
must   stay  at  your  house”  So  he  made  haste  and  came  
down,  and  received  Him  joyfully.  Then  Zacchaeus  stood  
and  said  to  the  Lord,  “Look  Lord,  I  give  half  of  my  goods  
to   the  poor;;  and   if   I  have  taken  anything   from  anyone  
by   false  accusation,  I   restore   fourfold”.  And  Jesus  said  
to   him,   “Today   salvation   has   come   to   this   house,  
because  he  also  is  a  son  of  Abraham;;  for  the  son  of  Man  
has  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost”.  

  
Jesus  who   saved   Zacchaeus   from   stealing   can   also   save   you   today   from  
every  form  of  stealing  and  give  you  a  new  life.  Give  Him  a  Chance  today  in  
your  heart.  
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Let  us  rise  and  solemnly  sing  from  A&M  356  
  

1.   THY  way,  not  my  mine,  O  Lord  
   However  dark  it  be;;  
   Lead  me  by  thine  own  hand,  
   Choose  out  the  path  for  me.  
  

2.   Smooth  let  it  be  or  rough,  
   It  will  be  still  the  best;;  
   Winding  or  straight,  it  leads~  
   Right  onward  to  thy  rest.  
  

3.   I  dare  not  choose  my  lot;;  
   I  would  not  if  I  might:  
   Choose  thou  for  me,  my  God,  
   So  shall  I  walk  aright.  
  

4.   The  Kingdom  that  I  seek~  
   Is  thine;;  so  let  the  way~  
   That  leads  to  it  be  thine,  
   Else  I  must  surely  stray.  
  

5.   Take  thou  my  cup,  and  it~  
   With  joy  or  sorrow  fill,  
   As  best  to  thee  may  seem;;  
   Choose  thou  my  good  and  ill.  
  

6.   Choose  thou  for  me  my  friends,  
   My  sickness  or  my  health;;  
   Choose  thou  my  cares  for  me.  
   My  poverty  or  wealth.  
  

7.   Not  mine,  not  mine,  the  choice  
   In  things  or  great  or  small;;  
   Be  thou  my  guide,  my  strength    
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   My  wisdom,  and  my  all.  
  
Thank  you  immensely  for  listening  patiently  
  
Your  Friend  and  Bishop,  
  
  
  
É  EPHRAIM  AMICHI  
        9TH  JUNE,  2018.  
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